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He was educated there in a private school, and at the age of eighteen years he left the 
parental roof and went to Greenwood, Miss., where he engaged in clerking. It was dur- 
ing this time, in 1853, that the yellow-fever epidemic struck that place. At the end of 
two years Mr. Davis returned to Carrollton, where he clerked for a number of years. He 
was united in marriage October 3, 1855, to Mary A. Jenkins, a daughter of John Jenkins, 
of Memphis, Tenn. Mrs. Davis Was born in the state of Tennessee, but was educated at 
Franklin college, Holly Springs, Miss. Mr. Davis was appointed deputy clerk of the cir- 
cuit court of Carroll county in 1857, and in 1862 enlisted in the Confederate states army. 
He returned to Carrollton, and was again made deputy clerk. He held this position until 
1875, when he was elected to the oflice of clerk of the circuit court. He acted in this 
capacity until 1881, when he resigned and began farming. During the years of his public 
life he had acquired the drink habit. Realizing that this enemy was about to overcome 
him, he left the town, and in the quiet and solitude of agricultural life he combated this foe 
to its death. He is a radical temperance man, and in this mastery of appetite gives us 
an example of what the will of man can accomplish. In 1887 Mr. Davis was again 
elected clerk of the cireuit court. In December of that year he moved to Vaiden, and 
took charge of the chancery and circuit clerk business. He has now been connected with 
the circuit and chancery clerks’ office for about twenty-five years, and there are no 
details of the transaction of the business that escape him. He is a most efficient officer, 
and a most willing servant of the public. My. and Mrs. Davis are the parents of five 
children. Margaret E. is the wife of James B. Thompson, a planter in Tallahatchie 
county, and is the mother of three children. The other daughter is Mary F., and 
the three sons died in infancy. They have one adopted child, Eya May Brady. The 
family are active members of the Presbyterian church, and Mr. Davis is a deacon of that 
body. He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, having joined that frater- 
nity in 1855, and has served in all the official capacities of the subordinate lodge. He 
also belongs to the Masonic order. He is a man of social, genial disposition, and has 
those traits of character that go to make a loyal citizen and a stanch, true friend. 

Judge Thomas N. Davis, the most conspicuous and popular citizen of Webster county, 
is now a resident of Greensboro, where be located as early as 1836. He was born in 
Lewis county, Ky., in 1808 and is a son of Capt. George N. and Harriet (Bragg) 
Davis, natives respectively of Maryland and South Carolina. Both went with their parents 
to Kentucky at an early day, were married in that state, and there passed the remainder of 
their days. Mr. Davis was a wealthy planter and salt manufacturer for a number of years. 
He was captain of a company of soldiers and fought with General Harrison at the battle of 
Tippecanoe. He was the youngest in order of birth of a large family of children born to 
Nicholas Davis, who was a native of Maryland, but who was a pioneer of Kentucky, where 
his death occurred. He was of Welsh origin. Of the eight children born to his parents 
Judge Davis was second in order of birth, and is the only one residing in the county. He 
was reared on a farm, secured a common-school education, and in 1831 was married to Mrs. 
Susan Larkins (nee Strode), whose daughter by her former marriage became the mother of 
Dr. J. R. Nolen (see sketch). Mrs. Larkins was the daughter of Colonel Jeremiah Strode, 
a native of the Old Dominion, who went with his father to Kentucky, and his settlement is 
still known as Strode’s station. After the death of his wife Colonel Strode went to the Lone 
Star state and there passed the closing scenes of his life. He was colonel of the regiment 
in which Captain Davis was captain during the battle of Tippecanoe. Mrs. Davis was born 


in Kentucky and died in 1847. By her marriage to Judge Dayis she became the mother of 
40 
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six children, viz.: George, died in 1863, leaving a family; Harriet Amanda, died when 
young; Susan, died in iafancy; William A., a planter of Webster county, served in the 
Fifteenth Mississippi infantry as a private until after the battle of Franklin, Tenn.; Nancy, 
wife of Richard S. Cramer, and Lucy, widow of Arnold J. Brantley, who afterward married 
Henry C. Diggs, with whom she is now living in Winona, Miss. Judge Davis’ second mar 
riage was to Miss Martha Cunningham, a native of Georgia, and a daughter of James Cnn- 
ningham, who came to Choctaw county, Miss., at an early day, followed planting, and 
there received his final summons. In 1836 Judge Davis came to Greensboro from Ken. 
tucky, and the next year, 1837, was elected probate clerk on the whig ticket, but was de- 
feated in 1839. Again, in 1843, he was elected to the same office and served twelve consecu- 
tive years, when he was elected probate judge, which position he held without interruption 
until 1869, when he was removed by the radicals. From 1878 to 1880 he was president of 
the board of supervisors of what was then Sumner county (now Webster county), and then 
followed a term in the legislature. Throughout his entire public career he has retained the 
undivided confidence and esteem of the people. A few years ago he retired from active life 
and removed from Greensboro to his farm two miles southeast of Greensboro, where 
he has a very pleasant home. Heis the owner of four hundred and twenty acres, with about 
one hundred and fifty acres under cultivation. He has beena member of Greensboro lodge 
No. 49, A. F. & A. M. since 1845, and has been past master in the same. He has been a 
member of the Methodist church for over thirty years. The Judge served twelve months 
in the Confederate war against the Federal government, and was for about three months of 
that time provost-marshal of Grenada, Miss. 

Alexander Deale, father of Balus E. Deale, Macon, Noxubee county, Miss., was born in 
South Carolina in 1782, emigrated to Alabama in 1818, and thence removed to Noxubee 
county, Miss., in 1832. His wife, Margaret Lawrence, was born in 1787, in South Carolina. 
and died in 1869. Alexander Deale died in 1844. By occupation he was a planter. Balus 
E. Deale, one of a family of eight children, was born in Alabama in 1828S, and, at four years 
of age, removed to Noxubee county, Miss. He was married to Miss Baker, in Virginia, in 
1851, later to Miss Addie Windham, and, in 1874, to Miss Margaret Skinner, who graduated 
from the Pickensville female institution in the year 1860. By his first marriage he had three 
boys: Willie Earle, George Baker and Harry Gaines. By his second marriage be had one 
child—a daughter—Maggie Lee. Mr. Deale is a useful citizen and stands very high in 
every way, and has only delicate health to cause him trouble. He lives in a palatial home 
and signs of prosperity surround him. 

Prof. H. A. Dean, principal and founder of the Iuka Normal institute, was born near 
Shelbyville, Bedford county, Tenn., in March, 1844, a son of Daniel and Amanda F. (Heard) 
Dean, who were born and grew to maturity in Tennessee, and there married. His father 
was a resident of Hickman county, Tenn., for a number of years, and at the time of bis 
death was treasurer of that county. His widow ended her days there also. They had nine 
children, all of whom, except Professor Dean, are living in Tennessee. The latter was reared 
on the farm and had the advantages farmer boys usually bad, attending school in winter and 
laboring on the farm in summer. At seventeen he heard and answered the call of his state 
for volunteers. He was mustered into the Confederate service as a member of the First 
regiment of Tennessee cavalry. A private he went into the army, a private he was mustered 
out by General Sherman when Joe E. Johnston surrendered the army of North Carolina, 
having served under the great cavalry leaders, Forrest, Van Dorn and Wheeler. He still las 
a vivid recollection of Shiloh, Holly Springs, Chickamauga, Mission ridge and the many bat- 
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tles fought on the retreat from Dalton to Atlanta and Nashville. In June, 1865, he returned 
to his father’s, in Tennessee, and found what the most of the Confederate soldiers found, 
parents, younger brothers, and sisters with scant supplies of provisions, farming implements 
and stock, and no means or prospect of ary to aid in starting in business or procuring an 
education. The future seemed dark, yet the ex-soldier determined to have a university edu- 
cation. Without means he entered upon his self-imposed task, expecting to get his degree 
in ten years. He entered school in 1866, and since that time has been engaged in going to 
school and teaching, four years excepted.- In 15869 he received his first diploma, from the 
Union seminary, at Newbern, Tenn. While teaching, to obtain money to pay the expense 
of his education, he displayed such aptness in teaching and managing that some of the best 
schools in West Tennessee were constantly demanding his services. New life and an 
increased enrollment of boarding and local students attested his fitness for the positions 
filled by him in these schools. The university idea was still in his mind though, and in 
1880 he entered the National Normal university at Lebanon, Ohio. After two years’ work 
in and for the university, he received the degree of master of arts. He determined now to 
put in operation a scheme held in mind for ten years, that is, establish a school. of his own 
somewhere in the South. He had resuscitated schools for others; his work now was to make 
one for himself. He found Iuka, Miss., well adapted to his purposes. It is a town of 
about one thousand inhabitants, located in the northeastern part of Mississippi, on the 
Memphis & Charleston railroad, and eight miles from the Tennessee river. The people are 
social and peaceable, the soil is productive, the timber is excellent, the scenery round abont 
is picturesque and beautiful, and the country is one of the most healthful in the South. 
Here the earth abounds in minerals for the mineralogist and with the relics of past ages for 
the geologist. The wild woods and groves blossom in beauty for the botanist and teem with 
living wonders for the zoologist. The springs that gush forth from hillsides and valleys 
possess various medicinal and healing properties. Here the debilitated finds his tonic, the 
dyspeptic his antidote, the bilious his relief and the weak his strength. Here are the 
fountains of youth of the red man as he roamed the unpeopled wilds in his search for the 
spirit fountains which are yet known in traditional history. But now the white man seeks 
them for the cure of disease to which modern flesh is heir. Most of these springs have not 
been retouched by the hand of art, but are as the red man left them, hence their more 
refreshing charm and romance. Hence there are special inducements for the student who 
seeks both the Pierian spring for intellectual] power and the fountain of youth for new 
strength to his body. Satisfactory arrangements were made, and in September, 1882, he 
opened the first successful independent normal schcol in the South. The buildings known 
as Iuka male academy and Juka female institute were leased for a period of ten years for 
the purpose of building up a permanent normal school. The two schools conducted in the 
above named buildings were consolidated with Humboldt (Tenn.) normal institute, a school 
of influence and reputation. Since the organization of the Iuka normal institute the school 
has rapidly grown in public notice aud favor and is in a fair way to become the normal 
school of the South and thus realize the whole aim of its principal and teachers. The 
success of its students and graduates, with their energy, vim and enthusiasm, in the various 
fields of enterprise, and the constant demand for trained teachers from this school, are 
sufficient indications that the normal is one of the leading institutions of the South. The 
patronage was almost local in 1882. The school has now over two hundred pupils 
enrolled in daily attendance. About one hundred of these are boarding pupils. The indi- 
cations now are that the annual enrollment this year will reach four bundred and fifty. 
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The normal has been popular from the first in Iuka. There is perfect harmony, all are 
working for the school with a zeal and determination that will be sure to crown the princi- 
pal’s plan with the highest suecess. The board of trustees of this institution embraces sev- 
eral of the prominent men in this section. It is tonstituted as follows: Col. E.S. Chan- 
dler, Sr., president; J. W. Jourdan, secretary; George P. Hammerly, W. H. Lockwood, 
John B. McKinney and Hon. J. M. Stone, of Iuka: Hon. J. A. Blair, of Tupelo; Hon, 
Fred Beall, of West Point; Col. Newnan Case, of Fulton; Col. John W. T. Falkner, of 
Oxford; Hon J. A. Green, of Corinth; Hon. J. J. Gage, of Grenada; Dr. W. L. Lipscomb, 
of Columbus; Col. J. L. Power, of Jackson, and B. F. McRae, of Iuka. The departments 
are as follows: Primary, training, classic, commercial, intermediate, scientific, fine arts, 
preparatory and penmanship, and all are in charge of competent instructors. Professor 
Dean was married in October, 1872, to Sarah E., daughter of Guy Douglass, of New- 
bern, Tenn., and they have two children: Anna N. and Guy D. _ Politically, he affiliates 
with the democratic party, but he is too closely devoted to his business to mingle in pub- 
lic life, and has no taste for polities, as it is usually manifested. He and his wife are 
members of the Methodist church South. 

Asa planter and miller John M. Dean has attained an enviable reputation, for in conduct- 
ing his operations he has brought his sound good sense and his practical views to bear, and 
as aresult has accumulated a fair share of this world’s goods. He was born in Lancaster 
district, S. C., the fourth in a family of seven sons born to the union of T. W. and Martha 
(Latham) Dean, the former of whom was born in Virginia, and the latter in South Carolina. 
They were married in the mother’s native state, but at an early day removed from there to 
Tennessee, and five years later to Mississippi (in 1836). The father died here in 1879 at the 
age of ninety years, and the mother one year and one month later in her eightieth year. 
They were upright and worthy citizens, and had, for many years, been members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church. Their seven sons grew to maturity, but James A., Isaac 
D., A. J. and William L. are deceased, the latter being killed at the battle of Chickamauga, 
Tenno., while a member of the Ninth Mississippi infantry. Those living are Charles L., 
a planter of this county; John M. and David L., a furniture dealer of Senatobia. John 
M. Dean spent his youthful daysin Yalobusha and De Soto (later Tate) county, Miss., and his 
early playfellows were the little Chickasaw Indians. At the early age of seventeen years he 
opened a grocery supply store at what was then called Buck Snort, butis now Independence, 
but finally added dry goods to his stock, and successfully conducted this business for ten or 
twelve years. At the end of this time he purchased a section of land in the neighborhood 
of where he now resides, and erected thereon a large flour and sawmill which he operated by 
water power, having two Leffel turbine water wheels, one forty-six and the other thirty- 
horse power. His flour mill was one of the largest and best ever run in the South, and for 
many years he turned ont twenty thousand barrels of fine Hour yearly, besides large quantities 
of corn meal. Owing to great falling off of the wheat raised in Mississippi his large mill has 
long since ceased to run, but be operates in its stead a corn and sawmill and a cottongin. 
Mr. Dean has been in the milling business for over thirty-five years, and no man more thor- 
oughly understands every detail of this work than he. Of his plantation, which comprises 
one thousand four hundred acres, he has seven hundred acres under cultivation, and besides 
this he bas between eight and nine hundred acres of Mississippi river bottom land in Bolivar 
county. On his home plantation, which is situated about seven miles from Senatobia, and 
the same distance from Coldwater, he has an elegant modern residence, of fine architectural 
design without, and conveniently and tastefully arranged within. He had the misfortune to 
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have a residence equally as good burned to the ground some ten years since. After the close 
of the war he followed merchandising in Senatobia for some six years, during which time he 
was reasonably successful. He was married on the 14th of February, 1855, to Miss Martha 
E. Crawford, a daughter of John and Mary J. (Suliivan) Crawford, who were born in North 
Carolina, and were among the earliest and most worthy families of this state. The father 
died on the 21st of October, 1SS9, but his widow survives him at the age of eighty years. 
Mr. Dean and his wife became the parents of eleven children: William A., who died 
November 5, 1882; Charles C., who is in business in Leland, Miss.; Robert, who died in 
1868; J. F., a lawyer of Senatobia, also county superintendent of public instruction of Tate 
county; Tobia, in business at Leland; Cora L., wife of Otho MeGee of Leland; Lula C., at 
home; Isaac W., who died in infaney; Oscar, Edna May and Homer. Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
are members of the Missionary Baptist church, of which he has been a deacon ever since the 
organization of the Hickory Grove Baptist church. He is a member of Ebenezer lodge 
No. 76 of the A. F. & A. M. of Senatobia. In the use of his means he has always been 
liberal, and has assisted in the building up of worthy enterprises. The early life of his 
brother Charles L. was very similar to that of his own. He was born on the 19th of 
February, 1829, and at the age of twenty-five years he left home and began doing for him- 
self. February 25, 1853, he united in marriage to Miss Mary C. Hudson, a daughter of 
Edmond G. and Catherine (Garrett) Hudson, all of whom were born in the Old Dominion. 
After his marriage Charles L. clerked with his brother John for some time, after which he 
served an apprenticeship in his brother’s mill. a calling he followed for between fifteen and 
twenty years, during which time he won the reputation of being one of the best millers in 
the state. He is the owner of an admirably-kept plantation of one hundred and forty acres, 
on which is a pleasant and comfortable home. In addition to the management of this land he 
does burr dressing and gin sharpening, at which he is an expert. His marriage has resulted 
in the birth of six children: Martha C.; Mary A., wife of Nicholas Compton; Medella P., 
wife of Fayette Dean; Nettie J., wife of A. J. Wallace; Allie Dixie, wife of J. L. Walker, 
and Lydia V., wife of W. B. Crenshaw; all of whom reside near their father. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dean and their two eldest daughters are members of the Presbyterian church, of which he 
isanelder. He is a member of Ebenezer lodge No. 76 of the A. F. & A. M. of Senatobia, 
and in his support of landable enterprises he has always been very liberal. 

Samuel M. Dean, general merchant of Iuka, Miss., was born October 27, 1826. He 
was the son of Aaron and Mekey (Day) Dean. His father was born in South Carolina in 
1799, and was the son of Samuel Dean and Guiney (James) Dean. His early life was spent 
in that state, where he was reared a practical planter. In 1839 he removed to Mississippi 
and located four miles west of Iuka. on land bought from the government, which he improved 
and then engaged in planting. He was married while still a resident of South Carolina, and 
his wife bore him twelve children, two of whom died when young. The others came with 
him to Mississippi. They were: Mary C., Ballard B., Samuel M., Hephsibah L., Jobn J., 
Whitner W., who died young; Whitner W., who is. still living; Joseph, now deceased; 
Robert M., Hortensia V. and Anna. The father of this family was an early and prom- 
inent settler here, and he and his wife were members of the Missionary Baptist chureh. The 
latter was born in South Carolina in 1SO4, and was a daughter of Ballard and Sylvia (May- 
field) Day. Mr. Dean died in 1849 and his wife died in 1889, at the age of eighty-four. 
Both died in this county. The early life of our subject was spent on his father’s plantation, 
and he acquired a good common school educaticn. In 1850 he embarked in business life as 
a general merchant, continuing in that occupation for seven years. In 1862 he enlisted in 
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company A, commanded by Captain Dixon, which formed a part of Moreland’s regiment, 
Roddy’s division, Forrest’s command, Confederate army. He served through the war as 
commissary and quartermaster. He was paroled in 1865, and, returning home, again 
engaged in merchandising and farming in which he has continued with much success until 
the present time. He is the owner of one thousand eight hundred and forty acres of land, 
located two miles northwest of Iuka. He was married in 1856, in Tishomingo county, to 
Miss Millie Biggs, daughter of Jessie and Sally (Ashcraft) Biggs. Her father was born in 
North Carolina and her mother in Tennessee. Mrs. Dean was born in 1839 and was one of 
six children in her father’s family: William, Henry, Millie, James, Thomas and Jefferson 
W. Her father was an early settler here, and was a farmer and miller who was well known 
throughout the county. He died in 1877, his wife having preceded him in 1862. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dean have had born to them eleven children, named as follows: Sallie V., Anna B., 
Ardelia D., Jodella, Laura E., Samuel S., (who died in 1887), Whitner W., Lawrence L., 
Clarence C., Orion O. and Gertrude. Of these, Sallie married Robert Carter, and is 
living in Iuka; Ardelia, now Mrs. Jefferson Leatherwood, is living at Pecan Point; Laura 
married Anderson Patterson and is living in Iuka. Mr. and Mrs. Dean are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and of the Knights and Ladies of Honor. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Honor and a Free Mason. In politics he is a democrat, and has been 
for several years a member of the city council of Iuka. He is deeply interested in every- 
thing that has a tendency to the development of the county or state, or improvements for 
the general interests, and the demands upon him by schools, churches and various charit- 
able interests which appeal to the benevolence of the ordinary American, are almost invari- 
ably met with cheerful alacrity and generosity, which mark him as one of the most liberal- 
minded of men, and one of the most helpful of citizens. 

Capt. James M. Dearing, planter, is an example of what may be accomplished when 
the spirit of determination is exercised in connection with the everyday affairs of life. His 
planting operations have resulted satisfactorily, and he is now in a position to enjoy all the 
conveniences and many of the luxuries of life. He was born in Rowan county, N. C., June 
12, 1831, to Alexander B. and Ruth (Rogers) Dearing, who were of Scotch descent, and 
natives of North Carolina. They became residents of Lowndes county, Miss., in 1833, pur- 
chasing land on which they remanied until 1540, when they took up their abode in Alabama, 
where the father died in 1862 and the mother in 1859. Of seven children born to them, 
four are living: James M., Mollie, Myra and Alice. Mary, George and Philip are deceased. 
His early educational advantages were good, for, besides graduating from the State university 
of Alabama, his initiatory training was received in first-class educational institutions. As 
he was brought up to a farm experience and thoroughly understood every detail of this vo- 
cation, he determined to make it his life occupation, and has since been intimately and 
prominently identified with the agricultural interests of this section. He began for himself 
at the age of twenty-four years, in Clarke county, Miss., where he remained until the break- 
ing out of the war in 1861, at which time he joined company D, as a private, being soon after 
promoted to the position of captain of his company. In 1862 he was called from the scene 
of conflict to his home on account of the death of his father. A short time later he moved 
to Lowndes county, purchasing the plantation where he now resides, on which is a pleasant 
and comfortable residence. He was married in September, 1856, to Miss Mary C. Eddes, a 
native of North Carolina, and of eight children born to them three aré living: Alexander, 
James M. and Clarence. Mr. Dearing was called upon to mourn the death of his estimable 
wife on the Ist of August, L878, since which time he has remained a widower. He is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and politically is a democrat. 


















i ‘ ’ re) rr) nT 
bei SLT AT | lo trad ) «i hat hi BY avn r 
lexwcurral t we abl sre abso’) 
VP i PRE, im ra ine Hoheong nf aw 


{ ; ri 
Pen a) yeh eee { ad” ilaail " iy nay 





ee 
_senhancrae 
ba ia gi qin 
Lin bead digi DriataaGiht 2 to Sorrows al 

hay’ i eel i bowogrenw AH sada to 4 vail ‘oe PY 
olds vt REP a 1a Be oI wl Sow sulin, 

HO #A grt tol say er eke oe sornie't tsk. te loay aod ban o 

: wellol 5 octal wiih anal poate peti ‘yeubtal. s9d. a 
§ How sew orlw sollte: bos tities) sen bine And wel hye (ye oe oe 











{ » are ase iF yohet Pyenhy POA ULE thd VAL tah 


- L aevaTH iY! ORR P at Bath ls. 4a ete . OE moa dbehaol «. 
"wy \ | | SOT Tite eis ty 7A) eee Pees lita won “cook 


























uo quoy'l do guttl eh bowed aoeiitet. walt wen globe 
iehas al w samen 
tk YouwifienT Tae ak yrds 
yt met } ii , i A 
“iy | , iy 4 
é oles 
! w1 i { pi SAM ABRID QUT aH ber nha ane irs 
/ ! i if b eyed tx) } Witt Fake leet ak 
i fh f. why wha 
rah { x DEY een » 
' : 
i yea 2 “gid » 2 
: _— 
yt ail i 44 i } byAd 
t +i j j i YE Lae, 4 
\ { uy if pie, tie Wi : 
; ip Pat | } J I asin) eu 3 
7 é » 
' yor [ hp inate of. 
; : Dyk | Py heed Mire Yd i Petal oye how Yo 
ao i Ke he rents. comico ONL | pibabas con jens cath soniye 0, heal y 
‘iy a) wi aktent walt Poe ui Bath patio 9 
rf , barmea Cua f wlth fan pete jeitlel Mf never a | is 
Pvacpee it ij 1 vier? spn kheg ie polhwol ort eno arnt aerriay | ay hat tai Hoi 
j { 1 seed i 1} ‘ ‘ me] BYE ShbtaLet td vevhay’ ideal ard a bali 
i i Prov iangds Sayer npElisazs six} wo ab pH lily vere HAY 
it} mood eH nd bow qudetoguane whet Wo odnen at Iodsteteb: oil n 
} Fld to qe era Ani Eoe rin fa ty ane hve Parser lineata 
{ ' ey, o4 te ww ie eit eee Peph j giqarnt wy 99 : ef q 
t } “tary sf io Leoiet sthaniiteoida fm, LOD ae gay pa sole 
' 1 ‘ i eh i TRESS Hh tay iy) ih vy ; 7 (Tht 1a al | nih) i be st TI 
i pda qlwkt Hoda A “esate? Hil te ideoth et Te daponna: in waned, eid ot doth sO 
—- y F . 
; {, a jive Deki) cater ghd eaten: vp \ijhastod eab bawotl 
‘ S > oe a he 
: a ee Bt iL od GGT paltieiiwee tr DetneaneT Aas ak, voavabiotn. 
P f 7. > yieypel Ty) ie Hd? cod pnect- ft eLuttii 9a fr) » Bx 5 6 aiician 
= 4 a 1 i ¢ i “ 3 e y a) 4 
a olcinetigan  aiil.4 Dab adtanmorm' nD) mg tatty Yaw meri tov i -* 





7 sae awachiwe boateates eed ala i ieee ete ished Pye 
: : dnwomiah » at Le oittlon butts ot onto i 4 tutho 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 641 


- Among the enterprising merchants who have largely contributed toward building up the 
mercantile fame of the town of Enterprise, and whose establishment affords an apt illustra- 
tion of the progress and development of the place, may be mentioned that of F. H. Deas, 
who founded his mereantile establishment about 1876. The stock carried by him is of large 
size and extensive variety and contains everything pertaining to a general line of goods. 
Although his patronage is large it is constantly on the increase, and Mr. Deas has shown him- 
self to be a man of exceptionally fine businesss qualifications and sound judgment. He was 
brought up toa knowledge of mercantile life by his father, in the city of Mobile, Ala., where 
he also obtained his literary education, learning during his youthful days the calling of a civil 
engineer. In his native city (Mobile, Ala.,) he followed civil engineering for some time and 
assisted in surveying the Mobile & Ohio railroad through the state of Mississippi. After 
locating in Enterprise he met the lady who afterward became his wife. He has since iden- 
tified himself with the interests of Clarke county, and has shown himself to be one of the most 
public spirited, enterprising and useful citizens. 

O. J. Deayours is a Texan by birth, born in Weatherford, April 24, 1865, He third of five 
children born to John and Adaline C. (Moore) Deavours, natives of Alabama, the father being 
a merchant and planter by occupation. He came to Mississippi in 1867 and located in Tis- 
homingo county, where he remained until his death in 1876, serving fourteen years in the 
capacity of clerk of the circuit court. He served throughout the Rebellion under Gen. Kirby 
Smith, and was a true and tried soldier to the cause he espoused. The paternal grandfather 
was a member of the Mississippi legislature for several terms, and his father was a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war and was a participant in the battle in which Sergeant Jasper dis- 
tinguished himself. The mother’s people were of Scotch-Irish descent, and like the Deavours 
were very prominent in war, politics and in commercial circles. J. B. Moore, an uncle of O. 
J. Deavours, is a member of the state senate of Alabama. Mr. Deavours was reared in 
Mississippi and educated at Iuka. Upon leaving school, at the age of twenty-one years, he 
immediately began merchandising in Clarksdale, and here has been very successful as a busi- 
ness man, fulfilling the promise he gave while a student. He started out with quite a small 
capital, but his present possessions show that he is a talented and shrewd business man. In 
addition toa fine plantation of seven hundred and fifty acres, all of which are under cultiva- 
tion, he is a member of the firm of Broaddus, Deavours & Co., their stock of general 
merchandise being worth about $15,000, their annual sales amounting to $60,000. In this 
lucrative business Mr. Deavours owns a one-third interest. He inherited some property at 
his father’s death, but in strong contrast to the majority of young men, he has managed it 
prudently, and has largely increased it, although, he has been in business only a short time. 
He is industrious, is the soul of honor, is courteous and agreeable in his manners, and these 
attributes are, without doubt, the secret of his success. He is of attractive presence, is of 
medium stature and has light hair and intelligent gray eyes. While in school he was a close 
and faithful student. He is now engaged to marry a very beautiful and wealthy heiress, one 
of Mississippi's fairest daughters. 

Col. E. G. De Lap is the senior member of the well-known firm of E. G. De Lap & 
Co., insurance agents, of Natchez, Miss. This gentleman was born in a log house near 
Monroe, Wis., in the year 1838, and was the youngest of twelve children born to Rey. 
Robert aud Elizabeth (Kinny) De Lap, both parents being natives of the state of New 
York. They were early residents of the state of Illinois, and about 1837 removed to Wis- 
consin, where they resided until their respective deaths, the father having been a minister 
of the Methodist Episcopal church for over fifty years, preaching the gospel in Kentucky, 
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Illinois, New York and Wisconsin. E.G. De Lap was given the advantages of a common- 
school education, and at the early age of fifteen years began the battle of life for himself, 
and by contact with the world and by close observation he beeame a well-informed man. 
He was married in 1857, and has a family of four children. In 1562 he enlisted in com- 
pany B, Twenty-third volunteer infantry, United States army, and was with Sherman in his 
march to the sea. He was also at Vicksburg and was on detached service. He received 
his discharge in Natchez, Miss., March 21 or 23, IS64, by order of the secretary of war, 
which enabled him to accept a position in the United States treasury department as 
local special agent of the United States treasury at Natchez, and in this capacity served 
one year. After the war he engaged in business in the town, and here has since resided. 
Since 1SSO he has been in the insurance business. His partner was John A. Dicks, a pushing 
and enterprising man of business, but in 1SS4 they dissolved partnership, since which time 
Mr. De Lap has been associated with a Mr. Guice, a shrewd and honorable business man. 
They now represent twelve of the best insurance companies of the world, and do a fire, life, 
accident and tornado insurance. The Colonel, as he is familiarly called, is an honorable 
and excellent gentleman, and as a business man is considered by one and all to be one of the 
best of which Natchez can boast. After the war he chose to remain in Natchez, where fort- 
une had drifted him, for he was pleased with the place and the people, but he was not 
classed among the carpetbaggers of those times, for he identified himself with every inter- 
est of the South and of the people among whom he had decided to cast his lot. His second 
marriage took place in 1S74, and was to Miss Laura L. Cozzens, a daughter of Brown Coz- 
zens, the father of the latter being an officer in one of the early Indian wars. Mr. De Lap 
now lives on the old estate, Bellevue, the old home of Don Girrault, a Spaniard, around 
which place clusters much historic interest. This is a fine old place, and comprises about 
fifty acres in Natchez. To Colonel De Lap’s last marriage one child has been born: Laura 
Louisa. The family attend the Methodist Episcopal church, and the Colonel is an active 
worker in the Sabbath-school. He was made a Mason in Natehez in 1865, becoming a mem- 
ber of Harmony lodge No. 1. He has taken all the degrees in Masonry, has held high office 
in each degree, and since 1868 has been a member of the grand lodge, since which time he 
has attended every meeting of this lodge. He was elected grand warden in the grand lodge 
in 1885 by one vote for all; in 1856 he was elected senior grand warden by one vote for all, 
and in 1887 was elected grand master in the same way. He is enthusiastic in his praise of 
Masonry, and at all times endeavors to further the interests of this order. 

George W. Delbridge was born in Brunswick county, Va., January 10, 1840, the eldest 
of six children of James D. and Martha J. (Collier) Delbridge, three of whom were born in 
Virginia, the other three in Mississippi. In 1847 they removed to Lafayette county, Miss., 
and after purchasing and planting until 1556 they moved with their family to Oxford, where 
Mr. Delbridge entered the employ of the railroad company as station agent, a position he 
held with credit until the opening of the war. In 1862 he joined the Confederate service, 
and after the war closed he renewed his connection with the railroad company at Oxford, act- 
ing in the capacity of agent up to 1S6S. He then opened a mercantile establishment in 
Oxford, but after following this business for about one year he sold his stock of goods and 
engaged in the hotel business, and in 1871 purchased a farm near Oxford. He soon after 
returned to his former occupation of planting, and at about this period acted in the capacity of 
county treasurer to fill out the unexpired term of Mr. Dennis. Being among the early settlers 
of the county he was well known, and for two years he filled the position of magistrate. At 
the time of his death, which occurred at his home near Oxford, July 7, 1S90, at the age of 
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seventy-one years, he was an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and had for 
many years been a member of the Masonic fraternity. He was liberal and public spirited. 
His widow is now in her sixty-eighth year, and is rather feeble. When eighteen years of age 
George W. Delbridge began to make his own way in the world as a clerk in a store in Oxford, 
and followed that occupation until the Civil war, when he enlisted in the Confederate army, 
was assivned to the army of Virginia, and went directly to the front. He was in the engage- 
ments of Gettysburg, Seven Pines, Petersburg, and various other engagements of minor impor- 
tance. He was wounded in the leg by a gun shot at Seven Pines, and was kept in the hos- 
pital at Richmond until once more fitted for duty, which was at the end of four months. He 
Was again wounded in the fight near Petersburg by a minie-ball just above the right ear, but 
as the ball had been spent before reaching him it did not penetrate only under the skin. It 
was, however, a serious wound, and he was sent home on furlough, where he remained for 
about three months. At the end of this time he rejoined his command at Petersburg, and 
was there captured on April 2, 1865, and taken to Point Lookout, Md., where he was kept 
until June, when he was paroled and returned home, where he engaged in his former occupa- 
tion of clerking. His early education was obtained in Oxford, and in 1S68 he succeeded his 
father as station agent at that place, in which capacity he served until the latter part of 1870, 
when he was appointed by Governor Alcorn as circuit court clerk, and was elected to the same 
position at the election of IN7I for four years, being supported by both political parties with 
out opposition. In 1875 he was married, and the following year be removed to the plantation, 
upon which he is now residing. He owns one thousand and eighty acres of land, and has about 
five hundred acres improved. He is a practical planter, is well and favorably known through- 
out the county, and has always been regarded as an honorable, upright gentleman. His wife 
was formerly Miss Lucretia Lewis, a daughter of Abner Lewis. They haye one son and two 
daughters: Georgia, Abner J. and Lucretia Lewis. Mr. Delbridge is a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal chureh, and his wife is a Presbyterian. He is a member of the A. F. & A, 
M., and he and his family move in the highest circles of society. 

Thomas J. Denman, a planter and merchant of Tallahatchie county, was born in Car- 
roll county in 1858. He was the son of Richard and Mary E. (Sullivan) Denman. His 
father, who was a native of Georgia, came to Mississippi during the pioneer period. Set- 
tling in Monroe county, he removed after a time to Choctaw county, and from there to Car- 
roll county: here he married and lived until 1566; during that year he came to Tallahatchie 
county. Here he lived until January, 1S89, when he removed to Sardis, Panola county, 
where he has since lived. He has been a life-long planter, beginning with no capital except 
honesty and determination to succeed, until he has acquired a competency. He served four 
years in the Confederate army, part of the time in a cavalry company during the Civil war, 
but he was for a considerable time in the infantry, being captured at Fort Donelson and im- 
prisoned at Indianapolis, Ind., for six months and one day. After that he rejoined his com- 
mand, serving in a cavalry organization until the close of the war. He surrendered with 
General Forrest at Selma, Ala. Returning home, he resumed planting. He is a member of 
the Sardis lodge and Royal Arch chapter of the Masonic order. He was four times married, 
the first time to the mother of our subject, who died August 12, 1576.) Mr. Denman’s pater- 
nal grandfather was John Denman, who was born and married to Martha Hooper in Frank- 
lin county, Ga., where he lived until the removal of the Indians west of the Mississippi, in 
which he assisted. He then settled in Monroe county, whence he removed to Yalobusha 
county, where he lived for ten years, and thence removed to Choctaw county, where he died 
in 1863, at the age of eighty-five years. In early life he was a planter, and before then was 
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a keelboatman on the Tombigbee river. He was twice married. The grandmother of our 
subject was his first wife. She reared a large family of sons and daughters and died in 
Yalobusha county. His great-grandfather, John Denman, was a native of Ireland, who 
early came to America, where he passed the rest of his life. Thomas J. Denman is the sixth 
of eleven children, of whom four daughters and two sons are living. He was reared on a 
farm, becoming familiar with all the details of farm life and work and having only such edu- 
cation as was afforded by the common schools of the time and locality. In 1881 he married 
Miss Ada E., daughter of William and Mary Crenshaw, natives respectively of Itawamba and 
Yazoo counties, who were married in the latter county. Both are now residents of Talla- 
hatchie county, where Mr. Crenshaw is a planter. He was a soldier in the Confederate army 
during the late war. Both he and his wife are members of the Methodist church. Mrs. 
Denman was born in Tallahatchie county, and has become the mother of five children, of 
whom four are living. She is a large, noble-looking lady, beloved in her home and popular 
in society. Nearly all of Mr. Denman’s life has been devoted to the planting interest, but 
for some years past he has also been engaged in the mercantile trade, having a store on his 
farm, which is owned and managed by the firm of T. J. & I. C. Denman. He has lived on 
his present plantation, eight miles south of Charleston, for eight years, and is the owner of 
three hundred and twenty acres, mostly good bottom land, much of which he inherited from 
his father. He is a prominent Mason, and in 1885 and 1887 was worshipful master of 
George Washington lodge No. 157, A. F. & A. M., at Charleston. In 188 he assisted in the 
organization of the Cascilla lodge No. 411, A. F. & A. M., of which he was made worshipful 
master, which position he now fills. He is one of the county’s sturdiest planters, with a 
good reputation for honesty, and is favorably known in the country round about. 

Iredell C. Denman is a cousin of T. J. Denman, and lives four miles south of Charles- 
ton, in Tallahatchie county, Miss. Like his cousin, he is a prosperous planter, while at the 
same time he is engaged in commercial pursuits, being a member of the firm of T. J. & LI. 
C. Denman; also president of Mead Landing Commercial association. He was born in 
Choctaw county, Miss., in February, 1848, the son of John H. Denman, who was an elder 
brother of Richard Denman (see sketch of T. J. Denman). The father, John H. Denman, 
was also born in Franklin county, Ga., coming with his father, when a mere lad, to Missis- 
sippi, at the time of the removal of the Indians of that state. He received a very limited 
education, as one can easily judge when the primitive days of Mississippi are remembered. 
At the age of twenty-five he married a widow lady, whose maiden name was Eliza Graves, a 
native of North Carolina, who died in Choctaw county in March, 1850. She was the mother 
of six children, three by each husband, all of whom survived her. The father lived a 
widower three years, when he married Miss Julia A. Sullivan, who presented him with four 
children, three of whom are living in the neighborhood of their mother at Prescott, Ark., 
where the father spent his last years on his prosperous plantation, where he passed away, in 
1886, at the age of sixty-six years. Our subject was reared on a farm, receiving such an 
education as could be obtained in country schools, wp to the age of fifteen, when the peaceful 
tenor of his schoolday was interrupted by the war drum, and fired with the patriotism 
which swept so fiercely over the South, he joined the army of Tennessee in 1863, though he 
was a mere lad, serving in company A of a Mississippi battalion till the close of that long 
and bloody struggle. He was married January 31, 1870, to Sarah E., a daughter of George 
F. Taylor, who was born in Alabama, where he lived till 1865, when he came to Carroll 
county, Miss., and was killed in 1870 by a log rolling over him. The wife of the subject of 
this sketch was also born in Monroe county, Ala., in 1800. She has presented Mr. Denman 
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with nine children, four only of them now living. They live in a beautiful home four miles 
south of Charleston, Miss., which consists of two hundred and eighty acres of valley land, 
two hundred of which are under the plow, and which he has accomplished by his own efforts. 
He and his wife are members of the Baptist church, and Mr. Denman is a prominent Mason, 
being the worshipful master of George Washington lodge No. 157, at Charleston, for three 
successive years; he is also a member of Charleston lodge No. 108, L O. O. F., of which he 
was at one time the secretary; he is also a member of Macon Leigh lodge, Knights of Honor, 
No. 3233, at Charleston. Mr. Denman is justly proud of his family. They all stand high 
in the community, while the head of the house is looked up to as an honorable, upright busi- 
ness man, and one who is worth all the respect that is given. him by his large circle of friends, 
who admire him for the success he has honestly earned. 

Walter Denny, Moss Point, Miss., the oldest lumber manufacturer of Jackson county, 
Miss., was born in Jackson county, Miss., April 24, 1816, and may be considered a pioneer 
of the state. He was a son of Walter Denny, Sr., a native of Pennsylvania, who emigrated 
to Mississippi about the year 1800, and located in the territory which is now the northern 
portion of Jackson county. The Indians were then numerous, and civilization had made 
little impress upon the country. He followed agriculture for some years, and in 1S2S removed 
to Greene county, Miss., where he was engaged in planting until his death, which occurred 
in 1848. He was justice of the peace for a great many years, and took a lively interest in 
local politics. He was an intimate friend of Judge Sharkey and General Claiborne. He 
reared a family of two sons and eight daughters, only one son and one daughter surviving. 
Our subject removed with his parents to Greene county, Miss., when a lad of twelve years. 
His opportunities for acquiring an education were extremely meager, but he made the most 
of the advantages which came in his way, and in early life became a conspicuous figure in 
the history of Greene county. He was sheriff of the county for ten years, and the year he 
removed to Jackson county, the people of Greene county nominated him in conyention as a 
candidate for the legislature. This honor, however, he declined to accept. In 1553 he came 
to Jackson county, and located at Moss Point, where he purchased a sawmill and began the 
manufacture of lumber. He has been engaged in the business continuously since that time. 
He had a partner for a short time, but he is now deceased, the widow retaining an interest in 
the firm. Mr. Denny was a member of the legislature during the war, and voted for seces- 
sion. He was enrolling officer and taxcollector during the latter part of the war. Since 
that time he has given his attention to private interests. The present firm was incorporated 
in 1890, with Walter Denny president; A. S. Denny, vice president; and A. P. Denny, secre- 
tary and treasurer. They own two shipping vessels and a locomotive, and are transacting 
an immense business. Mr. Denny was married in 1850 to Miss Nancy MecKennon, and there 
were born to them four sons: A. S., A. P., Samuel and Walter M., a sketch of whom appears 
on another page of this history. Mr. Denny was married a second time, at the close of the 
war, to Mrs. Harwell, of Kemper county, Miss. Four children were the result of this union: 
Horace K., Emma, Mamie and Alexander. Mr. Denny is a member of the Masonic fraternity 
and of the Presbyterian church. He is one of the most widely known men of Jackson county, 
and has a host of friends throughout the surrounding country. He is personally acquainted 
with the large dealers along the coast, and transacts business with firms in Hurope and Cuba. 

Walter M. Denny, Scranton, Miss., the present cireuit and chancery clerk of the courts 
of Jackson county, Miss., was born in this county, at Moss Point, October 28, 1853, and is ason 
of Walter Denny. He received his elementary education in the common schools and at Roanoke 
college, Virginia, and was graduated from the law department of Oxford university, Mississipp|, 
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in 1874. After completing his legal studies, he abandoned the idea of practicing the profes 
sion, and embarked in the lumber trade, as an employe of his father. He also invested in 
the mercantile business, and was thus occupied until 1883, when he was elected to the office 
of circuit and chancery clerk. He is an efficient and reliable officer, and bas discharged his 
duties with such satisfaction to the publie that he has held the position continuously since 
his election in 1SS3. He is in the prime of life, is naturally possessed of good business quali 
fications, and is in every way well fitted for official service. He was a delegate to the cou 
stitutional convention from Jackson county in 1S90. He is a conspicuous figure in political 
cireles, and has a host of friends who are pleased to keep him where his abilities are of such 
value to the general welfare of the community. Mr. Denny was married in [S70 to Miss 
Huldah Randall, of Moss Point, and they are the parents of eight children: Walter M., Jr.. 
Catherine, Huldah and Celeste (twins), Lyman R., Naney, Grace and Trene. Mr. Denny is 
a member of the Masonic fraternity and of the J. O. O. F., and takes a deep interest in the 
action of these societies. He is a Presbyterian in his religious faith. 

E. H. Dial, attorney at law, of Meridian, Miss., was born in Sumter county, near 
Gainesville, Ala., May 7, 1853,a son of Joseph R. and Emily (Woodard) Dial. The father 
was a native of South Carolina and his mother of North Carolina. Down to the time of 
the war the former was a planter, but since the close of the war, until his retirement, he was 
engaged in the lumber business. Of his children who grew to maturity only two are now 
living. These are the subject of this sketch and a sister, younger than himself— Mrs. 
Idelette Watkins, the wife of Hon. E. Watkins, a well-known citizen of Chattanooga, Tenn. 
The former was reared in Sumter county, Ala., and in Meridian, Miss., to which place he 
removed when he was twelve years old. He attended the schools of Meridian until IS72, 
and later entered the University of Mississippi and graduated with the centennial class of 
1876. For about a year thereafter he divided his time between employiment in the Capital 
state bank at Jackson, Miss., and the study of law. He was admitted to the bar in ISv4 
and for eighteen months thereafter practiced his profession in Kemper county, Miss., at the 
expiration of that time removing to Meridian, Miss., where he has since lived and continued 
his professional career. In ISS! he was a candidate for secretary of state before the demo- 
cratic convention, and, though he had several opponents, he was defeated by only thirty votes 
by Henry C. Meyers, the incumbent of the office, and then only on the eleventh ballot. He 
has twice been a candidate for mayor of Meridian, his opponent, Thomas H. Griffin, defeating 
him the first time by a small majority and again in 1890 by only forty-six votes out of one 
thousand four hundred cast. He was the first editor-in-chief of the Meridian News, which 
was established in 1886. He has natural talents for newspaper work, and is regarded as one 
of the ablest journalists in the state, and in other departments of literature he has evidenced 
an ability of no mean order. Among his other productions is a play called ‘Queen of the 
Kast,” which has been produced successfully several times in Meridian, Miss., and which he 
wrote in aid of the Confederate monument fund. He is now president of the Meridian Con- 
federate Monument association and honorary member of Walthall camp No. 1 of Confederate 
veterans. He owns considerable real estate in Meridian, and has done much to advance the 
material interest of the town. His professional career has been a success, and he is regarded 
ws one of the leading attorneys of that part of the state. Possessing fine natural powers of 
oratory, which he has cultivated very highly, he is regarded as one of the most pleasing, 
forcible and effective speakers in the state. He has been frequently called upou on important 
occasions and has been of great service to the democratic party in his city and county during 
their campaigns. In 1881 he was elected a member of the democratic state executive cou 
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mittee, in which capacity he served four years. He was married December 9, 1579, to Miss 
Annie Thompson, of Oxford, Miss., and they have three children living: Emily, William T. 
and an infant. He is a member of the Presbyterian church, in which he holds the oftice of 
deacon. 

James N. Dickerson, planter, Sardis, Miss., is numbered among the first settlers of 
Panola county, and has resided on the same place for over half a century. He is a planter, 
the owner of six hundred acres, with one hundred and fifty acres under cultivation, and has 
also followed the milling business for forty-one years. His birth occurred in Shelby county, 
Tenn., on June 28, 1836, and he was the third of eight children born to David N. and Betsy 
(Bantly) Dickerson, natives of Tennessee. The father was a tanner, and followed that trade 
until too old to continue, when he embarked in the milling business, becoming the owner of 
a combined steamsaw, gin and gristmill, which he operated until his death in 1879, The 
paternal grandfather, Benjamin Dickerson, was a native Virginian, and was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary war. James N. Dickerson came to Mississippi with his father in 1835, and 
received his education in the private schools of that state. At the age of twenty-one years he 
began for himself with no capital, and by industry and good management he accumulated 
a handsome property and is now classed among the wealthy citizens of the county. He was 
married in 1869 to Miss Mary J. Baker, a native of North Carolina and the daughter of John 
Baker, also of the Old North state. They had three children, all of whom died at birth with 
the exception of one, Madora. In 1561 Mr. Dickerson enlisted in the Confederate army, 
company G, Nineteenth Mississippi regiment of infantry, and served until about three months 
before the war ended. He then received a furlough and went home, never afterward enter- 
ing the service. He participated in the following battles: Second Bull Run (Md)., Manas- 
sas (Md.), Chantersville (Md.), Yorktown, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, seven days’ fight, 
Malvern hill, Winchester, Fredericksburg, United States ford, Appomattox courthouse, 
Harper’s Ferry, Sharpsburg, Gettysburg and others. He extends a helping hand to all pub- 
lic enterprises that tend to the development. and growth of the country, and is very social, 
friendly and accommodating. He is astanch democrat in polities. 

William H. Dickerson, planter and merchant, Friar’s Point, Miss., was born in Warren 
county, Miss., on the 6th of January, 1854, and was the youngest of three children born to 
Peter and Mary A. T. (Hope) Dickerson. The father was a native of Maryland, and was a 
very wealthy farmer and merchant. He was the son of Henry and Nancy (Barves) Dicker- 
son. Mrs. Dickerson was originally from Tennessee, and her parents, W ‘liam and Nar- 
cissa M. (Sampson) Hope, were natives of Tennessee and Pennsylvania respectively. William 
H. Dickerson passed his boyhood and youth in Mississippi, and received his education at St. 
Mary’s college, Kentucky, also at Woodland college, Tennessee. In TS70, or when sixteen 
years of age, he started out for himself, and with the capital furnished him invested it in 
such a manner as to bring good returns, and he is now one of the wealthiest planters in Coa- 
homa county. He is the owner of about eight thousand acres of land, and has four thou- 
sand acres under cultivation. He is also the owner of a good store, and carries a stock of 
goods valued at about $8,000, The same systematie condition of affairs about his farm is 
apparent in his course as aman; thorough im all that he does, he allows no worthy move- 
ment to drag for want of support, and contributes liberally to all public enterprises. Mr. 
Dickerson was married in ISS9 to Miss Lula H. Howard, of Indiana, and the daughter of 
John M. and Jennie C. (Cotton) Howard, the father a native of Kentucky and the mother of 
Indiana. Mr. Dickerson is thoroughgoing and progressive in his views, and is considered 
by all as one of the best business men of the county. He is very courteous and agreeable 
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in manner and a true Southern gentleman, being hospitable and gracious to all who enter 
the doors of his fine dwelling, which is built in the old castle style. He is one of the largest 
stockholders in the Friar’s Point box and woodwork factory, also the Friar’s Point oil mill 
and manufacturing company, and jointly with H. W. Session (who is secretary of the com- 
pany) owns about one-half the stock in the land, loan and improvement company of Friar’s 
Point. He also owns the Riverside hotel building and a block known as Dickerson’s block 
in Friar’s Point, amounting altogether to from $50,000 to $60,000, and pays 34,000 taxes. 
Mr. Dickerson is about the average in hight, and with his blue eyes and fair complexion has 
dark hair. 

P. M. Diggs, planter and merchant, Acona, Miss., is one of the successful planters of the 
county, and in connection with that industry is also engaged in merchandising at Acona, 
where he has established a fair business. He is the owner of eight hundred acres of choice 
land, has about four hundred acres under cultivation, and like most of the planters of the 
county, his principal crops are cotton and corn. In 1855 Mr. Diggs was wedded to Miss 
Martin, and of the seven children born to this union only one is deceased: W. H., Elizabeth 
(died in infancy), M. R., C. M., J. M., K. H. and D. M. Mrs. Diggs was born in Mississippi, 
and her parents were natives of Georgia and Mississippi, respectively. During the Civil war 
Mr. Diggs enlisted in Stark’s regiment. Subsequently he was appointed cotton agent, and 
entered the swamps to guard cotton that the government had bought. After the war he 
returned to his home, and has since been quite actively engaged in the above occupations. 
He was born in Henry county, Tenn., in 1832, and was the fourth in order of birth of six 
children born to Harris and Mary (McRae) Diggs, the father a native of North Carolina. 
The parents were married in 1524, came to Mississippi in 1836, and settled in Marshall 
county. Their children were named in the order of their births as follows: Caroline (deceased), 
Emeline, Harvey (deceased), P. M., Mary C. and Elizabeth (deceased). The father was 
a planter all his life, and he and his wife were worthy members of the Methodist church. 
They both died in Marshall county, Miss., he in 1842, at the age of forty-two years. Our 
subject’s paternal grandfather was a native of the Old North state, and died in 1840. 

The parents of Hon. George G. Dillard, attorney, Macon, Miss.—Thomas W. and Sarah B. 
(Dunpree) Dillard—were married in 1529 and in 1836 emigrated to Oktibbeha county, Miss., 
where the mother died during the Civil war. The father was a native of Tennessee, born 
in 1808, and now resides with his son, Senator George G. Dillard, who was the eldest son of 
eleven children, and was born in Oktibbeha county. He spent his early life on the farm and 
at intervals attended the common schools. In 1857 he entered the University of Mississippi 
and graduated from that institution in 1861. On the opening of hostilities he enlisted in 
the Fourteenth Mississippi regiment, Colonel Baldwin commanding, and was in the battle of 
Fort Donelson, escaping after its surrender. He next joined the Thirty-fifth Mississippi regi- 
ment, and later was made adjutant of the regiment. He was captured in the surrender of 
Vicksburg and paroled. Then with the Thirty-fifth Mississippi regiment, after having been 
exchanged, he joined General Johnston’s army at Centerville, Ga., and took part in the cam- 
paign before Atlanta. He followed Hood to Tennessee and was at Franklin and Nashville. 
He was captured with his regiment at the latter place, and was carried a prisoner to Camp 
Douglas. When peace was declared he was paroled and came home. Later he located in 
Macon, Noxmeec.goqnty, and engaged in mercantile pursuits. In IS71 he began practicing 
law, met with fair success, and in 1S72 he was chosen mayor of Macon, which office he held 
for seven years. In 1853 he was elected to represent his district, the county of Noxubee, in 
the state senate, and in 1887 he was reélected to that oflice, being the present incumbent. 


4 - my 














































Ls | 
1G sitar a9 
A ie iv, 
eh “sf ACER MO ne yon suis 
rai Ma bie) alee WP A dhe etining, five. youn 230 won 
f ifr : +i | tail rd} Ai a node ful Hadd- | 10 6 
ibvarad oun a dire sehtiod flow ihe 3751 ust ait rw. wale ol g 


#1} ner fee, LOC? a an rey) bop yi Plena My win tdi vty wig 
nosebu go an Bot earn out atd ior hin, chesdif at usterk alt dod tat torte 

j : r H r ‘ ~ a 2 

di ) erry | j ago? 94s 10 fon nD fF 60 eA wears th ua 19h al rf Hayit a 
/ ryaehmiuteret: ot Leena, dely wf widendit a Hiiw cepowrios oF han eam 100 ‘ 


: ae Wa) eee? Pil tis to: bo wenn de wilt 4 id merits pul yhat 9 hiedetliiites anil uh 4 “F 
P wlfr pal ; Off 6211.1) tty on (Hit AGI Cert H.imal Se whet antl 
(L «lt Gertloa ~ dlyon Dy attire. ais aopouy leepiarny abil. 
' " t tr) al dy trevijany Babi wad issilds were ot to basi gab 
wart say Tanti 0 hoe et OE oO a ed le Leonel ut 

\ ] where at} thu | oT a spa b Poy riba rer swung tod B 

tHY mqn Bow ed ynopotot otreutyyo Rane at boteilas aut 
! : { fall (irae “ue. Jolie) Rhian mae 


sets a) , ' iyi Asvitia. shine ¢ icf ddan ond Peie cemaiscndt aid ut lop 
h he (i iol ey Doe bel wi ote) (whee soma, of sciod aad ee 


un 





rchtre) Tie iii}. aed ib tL dae): eae frat airwEot aaod oe 


t ! 4 \ ‘ a * aie 
bivay tf ere | 1 in ay bs ae | pin iV’ 
Wa 
5 " 
f ‘ edt Wy shies ia i eat Pore free fy] i 

| i ) h peeeitiee ret ak 

! rf Pendle t ere eis Wha PSH INET i win td, 

/ ’ y <7 ae iw. 
‘ Ve BF f i ‘ t Lace i 1 ) } i vers do f tele yRAsd 8 iat 





R42 ead aut etriyt 3 Hu) AT ee Ye r ee BoM pt ce" bivateear lf at bath: 4 Aad : vod 


, 4 q \ ja i 7 r 
{ ! j \ DRT ee He ef | OO. “err fen satiel a Weed shay ‘posi 
, - * ry a 
th ehyst-tt pula won vauno bts deli AD aguoit) oR lo shining: ot E 
nae volt) ey) (ie, Oe ae Pees Od brapynaya ipave— tyra EL (iwwaney 
dui fiat ad? A vt) Atheeaatiaat) Torts roddoas auld 
j i i) — aay 
Stith dan it Stays bun Tey it ob) rower oer ie esiawet Wr Ta af 


{ ry). styh toa rsiagne | ko td Wid baie Prem MAN: cow 
if, 4 Plt Jyery hoe [pei Toentie aout nis five enero i 
: i ' if oh a) SH peas f Pe goth’ Dye Laugh tn 

i riya whi et Welee do, iiiecee rend re eee ial 
F . d val ‘ mM io. 


1 j si iy Ed retical Bat ‘cad hh Guten walmart, An 


ida ce 
' ‘ r non Vint , 
yabygus Toye jouer fh Joab ober sow pada Dae een 


ivy \ , 4 \ i) (hives Scent? Livaldy “ by wyrenletat 
42 : hea ‘ a" : , ‘teat leraiue®) | iO} wel fiagearloz > 
; " ' 4 F : Wed Babbar . hinkeh mold 
bivi j j i) a i ; | i “ i? Fe 1CepieR?. AT #3 
al i basuliy eOtIAD Sik. 3a tyes oll aie wee hyena. exw OBL 3 
mom) ? (ae) 


uy vols yap , i hubyting tay url fovea teads SL wea’ iy any 

- i eri be ay" id I . petten Huei mo Be Pre Frit 0 Niaae Se La fai) 
ht d vl auf ube, Sind 5 Pane Wee Bead Syl aan freee hehe *int bee torn 

~ th safer oe Aan ol genes aia. 9 “H) petoet Unisala apn ail hey rb Pune, ® 
ited alt. vulerdeottien Hb ad Gaba dehy oT ae) ot bus plea 










me 3 


- hat et bareaye iit 


7. 


MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 649 


He was one of three delegates chosen to represent his county in the constitutional convention 
of 1890 and took a prominent part in its deliberations. He is one of the three commissioners 
appointed by the governor to conform the statutes of the state to the new constitution, as 
provided by that instrument. He has been again elected state senator for four years from 
January, 1892. He succeeded R. C. Patty, deceased, as a member of the board of trustees 
for the industrial institute and college, a state institution located at Columbus for the educa- 
tion of white girls. Senator Dillard is unmarried. He is a member of the I. O. O. F., the 
A. F. & A. M., the Knights of Honor and Knights of Pythias, and is a consistent member of 
the Episcopal church. He is a fearless champion of the right, and because of his devotion 
to his state’s best interests, his name is respected and honored throughout her borders. 
There are few men in the state who have a stronger hold on its people than Senator Dil- 
lard. Of him an admiring friend has said: ‘He is a politician with no greed for office, but 
when in office he has a pride and an ambition to serve not circumscribed by local lines or party 
bearings, but comprehensive as the interest of the people whom he serves. He has proven 
himself a bold champion of honesty, and has won from Mississippians the distinguished title 
of the ‘ watchdog of the treasury.’ ”’ 

Among the prominent business men of Winona who are natives of this state and county 
is Alfred C. Dimond, merchant, Winona, Miss., who was born March 15, 1853. He is a son 
of E. P. Dimond, and grandson of Stewart Dimond, who was a native of the Old North state, 
but who moved to Williamson county, Tenn., at an early day. The father, E. P. Dimond, 
was also born in North Carolina in 1517, and moved with his parents to Tennessee, where he 
received a fair education. In his early manhood he taught school, and in about 1842 settled 
in what now constitutes Montgomery county, where he engaged in planting. He was married 
there to Miss S. A. Townsend, also a native of North Carolina, but reared in Mississippi, and 
the daughter of Daniel Townsend, one of the pioneer settlers. Mr. Dimond was a planter in 
this county for a number of years, but he is now retired and resides in Winona. His son, 
Alfred C. Dimond, divided his time in early youth in attending the schools of Winona and in 
assisting his father on the plantation. He remained under the parental roof until twenty-one 
years of age, and then engaged in the sawmill business, manufacturing lumber for about two 
years. He then clerked for about six months, after which he bought a half interest in the 
store with Mr. E. G. Whitehead, and was engaged in general merchandising with him until 
his death in 1887. After that Mr. Dimond continued the business by himself for one year, 
and in 1888 the firm of Dimond & Hawkins was formed. They carry a large stock of gen- 
eral merchandise, and do a large furnishing business. They have a patronage established 
that indicates appreciation of their reliable goods and fair dealing methods, and their goods 
are second to none in the town. On the organization of the Citizens’ bank Mr. Dimond was 
one of the first to take hold of this enterprise, and he is at present a stockholder and one of 
the directors of that institution. Mr. Dimond selected as his companion in life Miss HE. G. 
Whitehead, and their nuptials were celebrated in October, 1883. She was a sister of E. G. 
Whitehead, his former business partner, and was born in Carroll county, but was reared and 
educated in Winona. Their union has been blessed by the birth of three children: Jennett 
W., Eddie W. and Mary Ray. Mr. and Mrs. Dimond are members of the Baptist church. 

Andrew McD. Dinsmore, of Noxubee county, Miss., is a son of James Dinsmore, who 
was boru in Ireland, of Scotch parentage about 1764, and emigrated to America about 1794 
and settled in Buncombe county, N. C. From there he removed to east Tennessee in the 
latter part of the century. He was a Revolutionary patriot and was in the battle of Bunker 
Hill. He received a pension for his services in that war, which was continued to his widow 
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after his death in 1837, she having survived him for more than a score of years. Andrew 
McDonald Dinsmore was born in Rhea county, Tenn., in 1808, and removed to Madison 
county with his parents when an infant. There he lived until fourteen years of age, they 
removed to Morgan county, Ala., where he remained until 1840, when he came to Noxubee 
county, Miss, where he now resides one mile east of Macon. He was married to Minerva B. 
Beauchamp, in 1837, and had seven children—five daughters and two sons. The sons only 
are living. One of these, John R. Dinsmore, is an eminent attorney at the Macon bar; the 
other, James A., is an extensive farmer, living seven miles north of Macon. Mr. Dinsmore 
has been a farmer and planter for sixty years. As a planter he has been uniformly suecess. 
ful, never owing any mana cent he could not pay. Mr. Dinsmore has been a Presbyterian 
for more than fifty-five years, and has occupied the important position of elder of his church 
for more than forty years. He owns three hundred and eighty-five acres of good, average 
land, and grows cotton and corn principally. He ranks with the leading men of his county, 
and his course through life has been such that he is held in the highest esteem by his fellow 
citizens of all classes. 

Of the many prominent names which make up the strength of -the Mississippi bar, that 
of John R. Dinsmore takes a foremost place, and his experience in Noxubee county as a 
legal practitioner dates back to 1876, in which year he opened an office in Macon. Mr. 
Dinsmore was born one mile east of Macon in 1855, a son of Andrew M. and M. B. (Beau- 
champ) Dinsmore, the latter being a sister of Judge John J. Beauchamp, a very prominent 
lawyer of Macon and an upright and useful citizen. John R. Dinsmore was educated in 
Cumberland university of Lebanon, Tenn., and in 1876 graduated from the law department. 
During the year of 1875 he was orator of his class,and debated for a medal which was awarded 
him May 24, 1876. He was reared on a plantation, and after making some money at this 
calling he spent it in perfecting himself for his profession, and upon locating in Macon, unlike 
the majority of young barristers who wait in vain for a client, he soon stepped into popular 
favor and rapidly gained a lucrative practice, which he has since held and greatly increased. 
From 1878 to 1879 he held the oftice of deputy sheriff, and in the fall of the latter year was 
elected to the position of justice of the peace, and in 1880 to the position of mayor of Macon. 
in which capacity he served with credit six or seven terms. He is a deacon in the Presby- 
terian church, and socially is a member of the I. O. O. F., in which order he has passed all 
the chairs and been a representative to the grand lodge. For a period of five months after 
graduating in law Mr. Dinsmore taught in a free school, which had greatly deteriorated in 
merit, and did much to build up the school and make it a credit to himself and the section 
in which he resided. Much credit is due him for the interest he has taken in educational 
pursuits and for the assistance and encouragement he has given all worthy enterprises. In 
July,.1S91, Mr. Dinsmore received the nomination by the democratic party of Noxubee 
county as a member of the legislature, and his friends feel satistied he will make a good 
representative. Although there were seven others before the people for this place, and 
Noxubee county is only entitled to three representatives, yet Mr. Dinsmore (the youngest 
man among the candidates) received the nomination in the first primary, leading his ticket, 
not only for that office, but for all offices. His vote will be appreciated when it is known 
that one of his competitors was the speaker of the house of representatives of the state and 
three others had served in the legislature and were very popular men. Indeed, all his com- 
petitors were strong, good men, and his nomination is regarded as a decided compliment by 
every one in his county. In this county the nomination from the democratic party is equil 
to an election, hence there is no doubt about his election. In December, 18514, Mr. Dinsmore 
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married Miss Quintilla Dent (daughter of William Dent, deceased), by whom he has two 
daughters: Mary W. and Alma E. Dinsmore. 

Robert Doak, manufacturer of superior tinware, and wholesale and retail dealer in 
general hardware, crockery, paints, oil, sash, doors, blinds, wagons, roofing, ete., was for- 
merly a member of the firm of Doak & Laurence, and is one of the leading merchants of 
northern Mississippi. He is a native of Grenada county (then Yalobusha county), Miss., 
born in 1838, and is ason of Boyd Doak, of Tennessee, who came to Mississippi when a 
young man. The elder Doak settled near Canton, now in Madison county, and there entered 
large tracts of land. His place of residence is still known as Doak’s stand, in the eastern 
part of Madison county, where, on the 2Uth of October, 1520, the chief head men and war- 
riors of the Choctaw nation were assembled and signed a treaty, relinquishing five and a 
half million acres of land. The Federal government was represented by Major-General 
Jackson, of Tennessee, and Maj.-Gen. Thomas Hinds, of Mississippi. Mr. Doak took part 
in moving the Indians to the West, and in about 1850 be settled on Yalobusha river, where 
he engaged in planting. He was married in Mississippi to Miss , a native of that 
state. He was an active and worthy member of the Presbyterian church, and a hberal con- 
tributor to the same. During the Mexican war he served under Sims, and, being a good 
judge of stock, was retained as government contractor to supply the Mexican army with 
mules, wagons and supplies, etc., until after the war. He died with yellow fever in 1878, 
at the age of seventy years. His wife died in 1844 or 1545, leaving four children. Of 
these Robert Doak was third in order of birth. When but a boy he went to Holly Springs, 
and after remaining there for some time moved to Aberdeen, Miss., where, when sixteen 
years of age, he began learning the tinner’s trade. In 1861 he entered the Confederate 
army, Eleventh Mississippi regiment, commanded by Moore, and was taken prisoner at the 
battle of Gettysburg, Penn., in July, 1863. He was taken to Fort Delaware, and was there 
confined until after General Lee’s surrender in 1865, when he was paroled and came to 
Grenada, Miss., in July of the same year. He began working at his trade in that city, and 
in May, 1866, opened up a tinshop, gradually increasing his business until he is now the 
sixth largest hardware merchant in the state. In 1884 he erected a large double two-story 
brick building, and his annual sales yield him about $50,000. Aside from this he has a 
general stock of hardware at Eupora, Miss., on the Georgia & Pacific railroad, where he 
has erected two two-story buildings. In 1880 Mr. Doak formed a partnership with 
Samuel Laurance, with whom he continued until the latter’s death in 1887. Mr. Doak is 
the president of the Grenada ice factory, established in 1890 at a cost of 522,0U0, and with 
a creamery attached. He is also one of the directors of the Merchants’ bank, has been 
alderman of Grenada for a number of years, is connected with the school board, ete., and 
is one of the directors of the Central Fair and Live Stock association. Mr. Doak was 
married to Miss Pauline Gerard, of French descent and a native of Natchez, where she was 
reared. To this union were born five interesting children: Robbie, Gerard, Juliette, 
Hstelle and John. Mr. and Mrs. Doak and one daughter are members of the Episcopal 
church. Mr. Doak is a self-made man, haying commenced with nothing after the war; he 
is one of the ablest men of the county. He is principal owner of the creamery and ice 
factory. In politics he adheres to the democratic party. 

Sol Dobson, sheriff, is one of the most eflicient and popular officials of Rankin county, 
Miss., for in the discharge of his numerous duties he has shown himself to be shrewd, prac- 
tical and possessed of undoubted courage. He was born in Coyington, La., in 1540, a son 


of Joseph J. and Nancy J. (Mangum) Dobson, natives of Georgia and Louisiana, respect- 
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-ively. While in his early manhood the father removed to Louisiana, where he became a 
well-to-do planter and merchant and was married. In 1542, having fallen sole heir to his 
father’s estate in Georgia, he returned thither overland by private conveyance and made a 
settlement. While returning to Louisiana in the same manner he was murdered by highway- 
men and robbed of all the money he had about him. Sol Dobson is one of the two children 
born to his union, and in 1541 was taken by his mother to Rankin county, Miss., where she 
afterward married a second time. In the schools of this county he received his early eduea- 
tion, and upon reaching a suitable age started out to make his own way in the world asa 
planter, a calling he followed with good results until the opening of the Rebellion, when he 
enlisted in the Eighteenth Mississippi regiment, army of Virginia, and served throughout the 
entire war, participating in many of the fiercest battles of the war. He was wounded in the 
right shoulder at the battle of Ball’s bluff in October, 1S61, and was rendered unfit for 
service until the following spring. He was wounded on three other occasions, but not 
severely. He was captured near Beaver Dam station, Va., and was kept a prisoner at Wash- 
ington, D. C., for about sixty days. At the battle of the Wilderness he was promoted to a 
position on Longstreet’s staff, with the rank of first lieutenant, and filled this position until 
the war closed. Shortly after returning home Mr. Dobson pursued a two years’ private med- 
ical course, but deeming the mercantile pursuit more conducive to the making of money, he 
engaged in that business, which he continued with success until 1877. He lived a retired 
life for the following six years, at the end of which time, at the earnest solicitation of his 
numerous friends, who fully appreciated the services he had rendered his party, he consented 
to become a candidate for the position of county sheriff, and was ultimately elected to this 
office. He has heen thrice reélected, for the efficient manner in which he has discharged the 
duties of this position has ingratiated him in the good will of the entire public; he is an 
exceptionally popular official. He has made an ideal public officer, for besides being most 
trustworthy, efficient aud conscientious, he is energetic, punctual and strictly honorable. He 
is a Royal Arch Mason of high standing, and is a member of the Baptist church. He was 
married in 1858 to Miss N. F. Laird, of Biloxi, Miss. 

William A. Dockery is considered by all, and justly so, to be one of the most reliable 
business men in Bolivar county, Miss. He was born in De Soto county of this state, Novem- 
ber 10, 1865, being the second of six children born to Maj. T. C. and Mary F. (Atkins) 
Dockery, whose birthplace was the Old North state. The former was quite prominent 
in the political circles of his county, and at two different times was its representative in 
the general assembly of the state. He also held the office of sheriff for ten years, and upon 
the opening of the Rebellion organized a company for the Confederate service and was at 
once made its captain. It became a part of the Twenty-second Mississippi regiment, in which 
Mr. Dockery was afterward promoted to the rank of colonel. He served with distinction 
until the battle of Corinth, when he was wounded and disabled from further service. He was 
an extensive and successful planter until the opening of the war, but since that time the most 
of his attention has been given to the raising of stock, a business for which he has a_ taste 
and for which he seems peculiarly adapted. He is a well-known politician of this section, 
and being a man of intelligence and bonest in his convictions, he wields considerable intlu- 
ence among his acquaintances. His father was Gen. Alfred Dockery, of North Carolina, the 
maternal grandfather being Dr. William S. Atkins, a very prominent man in his profession, and 
well-known throughout the state of North Carolina. William A, Dockery inherits Scotch blood 
of his paternal ancestors, and to him have descended many of the sterling qualities for which 
the Scottish people are noted. He was reared in De Soto county, Miss., and received an excel. 
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lent education in Oxford college, where he obtained a most thorough and practical education. 
At the age of twenty-one years he became a bookkeeper in an establishment belonging to his 
uncle, James Dockery, but in 1858 gave up this position to come to Bolivar county, where he 
has been successfully engaged in the occupation of planting and has accumulated the follow- 
ing property: A one-half interest in two thousand acres of land, of which two hundred acres 
are under cultivation, which land has been put in its present admirable state of cultivation by 
him and his partner, J. M. Dockery. Altogether, they cultivate about one thousand six hun- 
dred acres of land, of which about one thousand four hundred acres are rented, besides which 
William A. Dockery owns a one-half interest in the mercantile establishment of William Dockery 
& Co., their stock of goods being valued at $8,000. Mr. Dockery also owns $3,000 worth of real 
estate in Cleveland, and, for so young a man, is exceedingly weil fixed financially. That he 
deserves his good fortune is acknowledged by all, for he is not only charitable and free in the 
use of his means but he is also industrious, plucky and pushing, and has accumulated 
his property by his own earnest and persistent endeavors since he attained his majority, as 
prior to that his time was given to his father. He comes of one of the finest families of the 
state, is of very steady habits and is devoted to business, being considered safe and reliable 
by all who know him. 

Hon. Samuel L. Dodd is a leading resident of Kosciusko, in Attala county, Miss., and near 
here his birth occurred July 19, 1548. His father, Allen Dodd, was born in Mercer county, 
Ky., January 14, 1808, while his grandfather, George Dodd, was born in Fauquier county, 
Va., in 1778. During the early history of the Blue Grass state George Dodd removed thither, 
and settled in Mercer county, Ky., and in that state he reared a large family of children. 
There Allen Dodd was reared and educated, and married Miss M. C. McKee, a daughter of 
James McKee, of Lancaster, Ky. He became a very extensive stockdealer and trader, and 
annually shipped large numbers of horses and cattle South. About 1833 he came to Mis- 
sissippi and located on a plantation near Kosciusko, Miss., where he reared his family and 
resided until his death, October 22, 1S90. His widow still survives him. Hon. Samuel L. 
Dodd is one of a family of eight sons and five daughters that grew to mature years, six of the 
members of this family being now deceased. James M. graduated at Westminster college, 
Mo., and upon the opening of the Civil war he returned home and joined the Twentieth Mis- 
sissippi, Confederate states army. He served the Confederate cause faithfully until the bat- 
tle of Donelson, when he was severely wounded, and while being conveyed to his home died 
on the way. W. O. Dodd was also an attorney, having graduated from the University of 
Mississippi in 1869, and until his death, of consumption, which he contracted in the army, he 
was a successful lawyer of Louisville, Ky. He died December 13, 1856. Hon. Samuel L. 
Dodd is next in order of birth, then comes John L. and Joseph C., both of whom were edu- 
cated in law and literary institutions, and practiced their professions at Louisville. Robert 
is a merchant in Wilmore, Ky. George A. and Edgar are planters in Attala county. One 
sister is living, Mrs. Mattie Saffold, of Durant, Miss. Hon. Samuel L. Dodd is a graduate 
of Westminster college, Mo., in the class of 1869, after which he took a law course at Leb- 
anon, Tenn., graduating in June, 1573. He immediately began practicing at Kosciusko, and 
he has strictly devoted his attention to his profession, and as he has shown a thorough 
knowledge of the law, and never allows the interests of his clients to suffer, he has built upa 
very extensive practice. He has served as chairman of the democratic executive committee 
for a number of years, and was a delegate to the national convention that nominated Gen- 
eral Hancock for the presidency. He has also served asa delegate to numerous state conyen- 
tions, but is not an aspirant for office, much preferring to devote his time and talents to his 
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profession. He was married in October, 1875, to Mrs. Eva Webb, a daughter of R. B. Webb, 
who was for years circuit court clerk-and county treasurer. Mrs. Dodd was born and reared 
in Attala county, and received her education in the University of Mississippi. She has borne 
her husband five children: Lottie, Walter, Mary, Harvey and Ruth. Mr. Dodd is a promi- 
nent member of and elder in the Presbyterian church, in which church his father was an elder 
for fifty years. He is a member of the K. of P., and is a very social and pleasant gentleman 
to meet. He is a man of exemplary habits, strong moral character, and in his tastes is very 
domestic. He is a fine looking gentleman, 1s tall and slender, and of light complexion. He 
is vice president of the Merchants’ & Farmers’ bank in Kosciusko, Miss., and manifests much 
interest in every enterprise that aims to build up the resources and the material interests of 
his people. 

William E. Dodds was born in Copiah county, Miss.; in 1848. His parents were Samuel 
D. and Dicy (Miller) Dodds, the former a native of Tennessee and the latter a native of 
Mississippi. (See sketch of George Dodds.) He was born and reared near Hazlehurst, and 
received his education in the common schools of the county. The beginning of the war 
curtailed his educational advantages to a considerable extent, and on account of the failing health 
of his father, at the age of about eighteen years he was called to assume charge of the home 
plantation. In 1874 he married Miss Temperance Corley, a native of Copiah county, who was 
born in 1850. After his marriage he remained on his mother’s place, having charge of the 
conduct of her business affairs until 1885, when he purchased Lucky Hit plantation, which 
was settled by Capt. H. G. D. Brown, a brother of Governor Brown, ‘‘ of whom no one spoke 
evil.” The plantation consists of seventeen hundred acres, of which about six hundred acres 
are under cultivation. The residence is beautifully located near the eastern side of the 
plantation, and a handsome park surrounds the house, which is approached by an ayenue of 
majestic oaks. It is the most beautiful situation in the county, and the home is one of tlie 
most hospitable. Up to the time of the purchase of the Lucky Hit plantation Mr. Dodds 
had given almost his entire attention to raising corn and cotton. Since then he has gone 
quite largely into stockraising, breeding principally horses and mules. He bought the 
plantation with the intention of making it a stock farm, and is working to that end as rapidly 
as possible. When he came to this plantation it was considerably run down and presented 
a somewhat dilapidated appearance, but he has now everything about it in good repair, and 
secures a good yield from the land he cultivates. He is a thoroughgoing, practical man, 
energetic and enterprising, and a hard worker himself. He is training his sons in the same 
manner, meaning to make them first practical farmers, and then when they are of suitable 
age to send them to some good institution of learning. At the age of twenty-one he was 
elected road overseer, and has been reélected at every election since, for he takes the greatest 
interest in the construction of good roads, and keeping them in first-class repair. Although no 
politician nor an office-seeker he is a stanch democrat, and takes a deep interest in all political 
affairs, giving his influence and most practical aid to the party of his choice. He is a mem- 
ber of the Legion of Honor of Hazlehurst, and also of the Knights of Honor. He and wife 
are members of the Damascus Baptist church, one of the oldest religious organizations in the 
county. To Mr. and Mrs. Dodds five children have been born: Samuel De Kalb, James Con- 
ley, William Hooker, Myra Eddicce and George Sturgis. Mr. Dodds is aman of medium 
hight and is strongly built, with hair and mustache slightly tinged with grey. Asa citizen he 
is highly respected; as a neighbor he enjoys the esteem of the whole community, and he has 
the friendship of most of the prominent men in the county, while he is ranked as a power in 
local politics. 
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Hon. George S. Dodds, of the firm of Dodds & Mayes, prominent attorneys at law of 
Hazlehurst, and who is also a representative of the thirty-eighth senatorial district in the 
senate of the state of Mississippi, was born in Copiah county in 1855, a son of Samuel D. 
and Dicy (Miller) Dodds. His father, a native of North Carolina, was born in 1812, and his 
mother in Copiah county in 1823. Mr. Dodds was reared on a farm in North Carolina, and 
received a good common-school education there. When young, he removed with his parents 
to Tennessee, and from Tennessee he and six brothers came to Mississippi, three of them 
stopping in the northern part of the state, and four locating in Copiah county. All of them 
are now dead. There were three daughters, two of whom are now living. Mr. Dodds was 
married about 1844, and passed the balance of his life here, becoming a successful planter, 
and dying in 1872. He was a member of the Masonic order, and for a long time before 
his death had been a member of the Baptist church. He was active in all public matters, 
but not an aspirant for any official position. He was industrious, honest, had good business 
abilities and was a useful and prosperous citizen. During the late war he served the Con- 
federacy a short time as a member of the state militia. His brother, Dr. W. P. Dodds, a 
prominent physician, was a member of both branches of the legislature from Franklin county, 
and is now a representative from the same. His father, John D., was born in North Caro- 
lina, and removed thence to Tennessee, where he and his wife both died. He was a planter, 
and served in the war of 1812, under General Jackson, taking part in the battle of New 
Orleans. He was born of Irish parents, and his wife was of Welsh nativity. Mr. Dodd’s 
maternal grandfather, Aaron Miller, was a Tennesseean by birth, but one of the first settlers 
in Mississippi between Jackson and Natchez. He is well remembered as a landlord, as he 
ran a public house three miles south of the present Hazlehurst, having died in 1868, after a 
long residence there. Mrs Dodds, though known by the name of Miller, was only an adopted 
daughter of this old pioneer, who never had any children of his own. George S. Dodds is the 
sixth of eight sons and four daughters, nine of whom are living: Dr. A. M. Dodds, the eld- 
est, is a prominent physician of Franklin county, and was in the cavalry service of the Jate 
war; William E., a prominent planter of Copiab county; James O., a planter and miller of 
this county; George S8.; John M., a planter and liveryman of Hazlehurst; Mary, wife of P. 
Moody, of Crystal Springs; Clara, wife of W. C. Haley; Anna, and lastly, Emma, wife of 
Henry Price, of Crystal Springs. Our subject received his primary education at Hazlehurst, 
and in 1876 graduated from the Mississippi college at Clinton. He taught school for a time, 
and then read law with Judge M. E. Cooper, now one of the judges of the supreme court of 
the state of Mississippi. He was admitted to the bar in 1S78, and formed a partnership with 
Judge H. C. Conn, and afterward with the late J. B. Harris, the present firm of Dodds & 
Mayes being a later organization. In 1878 he was elected mayor of Hazlehurst, and during 
the session of ISSO and 1851 was reading clerk of the state legislature. In ISS2 he was 
elected a member of that body, and served as chairman of the committee on appropriation; 
in 1884 he was honored by the position of presidential messenger from Mississippi; in 1885 
was elected to the state senate for four years, and served as chairman on the committee on 
corporations: was reélected in ISS9, and was made chairman of a very important committee 
on the judiciary. In ISS Mr. Dodds lacked but one vote of defeating the distinguished 
Colonel Hooker for congress. His political career has been one of success and honor, and 
such is the confidence reposed in him by the public that he bids fair to attain to still higher 
preferments in the future. He isa prominent member of the Knights of Honor, being identi- 
fied with the Copiah lodge No. 1422. He has been dictator, and is now grand assistant 
dictator of the Knights of Honor for this state. He is also a member of the Copiah lodge 
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No. 60, of the Knights of Pythias. January 1, 1880, he married Miss Shelley, a daughter 
of De. W. 8. and Maggie J. Webb. Her father, who is president of Mississippi college, and 
a member of a very prominent family, was born in New York, and educated in some of the 
celebrated educational institutions in this country. He came to Mississippi prior to the war, 
and previous to his coming here had been twice married. Mrs. Dodds was born at West 
Point, Miss., and has but one child—a daughter. They are members of the Baptist church, 
and are liberal supporters of all its interests. In Senator Dodds we have an example of a 
self-made man of this country, beginning life at the age of sixteen, with nothing in the world 
but his brains, who has become self-educated as well as self-made, and has been in every 
way remarkably successful. He stands high as a citizen, as a business man and as a repre- 
sentative of the interests of his fellowmen, and is an example in every way worthy for them 
to emulate. 

John M. Dodds, a liveryman and planter, was born in 1857, in Copiah county, where he 
now lives, a son of Samuel D. and Dicy (Miller) Dodds, some account of whom appears 
above in this work, in the sketch of his eldest brother, George S. Dodds. Mr. Dodds was 
educated at Clinton and atthe Mississippi university at Oxford. At the age of twenty-two he 
began life for himself as a planter, in which business he has been interested continuously 
until the present time, though in January, 1891, he moved his family to Hazlehurst, where 
he is engaged in the liveryman business. In 1888 he married Myrtle Steigler, a daughter 
of Frank and Marian Steigler, of Holmes county, very old settlers in that part of the state. 
They have had one child, Marian L. Mr. Dodds is a member in good standing of lodge 
No. 60, Knights of Pythias, of Hazlehurst, and he and his wife are devout and helpful 
members of the Baptist church. Our subject is one of the most prominent and promising 
young men of the town; he is of middle hight, dark hair and beard; his manner is pleasant 
and friendly, and he is rapidly gaining a wide acquaintance, not only with the leading men 
of this section, but with many throughout the state. He is energetic and ambitious ina 
business way, and it can not be doubted that the future holds for him much success which 
will place him among the leading men in this part of the state. 

G. L. Donald is the present sheriff of Clarke county. Miss. He was born in Sumter 
county, Ala., in 1840, ason of Simon and Ann (Dotson) Donald. His father was born and 
married in South Carolina and settled in Sumter county, where he died in 1841. He reared 
a family of six children: Franklin, Matilda, Isabella, Margaret, Sidney and G. L. Our 
subject is the son of John Donald, of South Carolina, who was of Scottish parentage. His 
ancestor, Alexander Donald, emigrated to North America from Scotland about the year 1700, 
and settled with his wife in the colony of Virginia. The entire family moved to the state of 
South Carolina afterward. The mother of G. L. Donald was born in Georgia and died in 
this county in 1862. The father was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, the 
mother of the Baptist chureh. The former was a planter, a successful business man, and a 
large slaveholder. He was a democrat in politics. Mr. Donald spent the earlier years of 
his life in Clarke county, attending school at Quitman. In 1856 he entered Oxford college, 
from which he graduated in 1859. In 1861 he enlisted in company G of the Thirteenth 
Mississippi regiment. At the outset he was first lieutenant, but in 1862 be was made 
captain of the company. In the early part of 1863 he was elected major of the regiment, 
which he commanded till the close of the war, near the end of which he was in command of 
Barksdale’s brigade. He did much gallant and oftentimes hazardous service, but was never 
wounded or taken prisoner of war. He participated in the fights at Manassas junction, 
Leesburg, Chancellorsville, Appomattox, Cold Harbor, the seven days’ fight at Richmond, 
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Fredericksburg, Harper’s Ferry, Antietam, Cedar Run, Gettysburg, Knoxville and Chicka- 
maugua. After the war he returned to Clarke county and engaged in planting. In 1567 he 
married Mary E. Hicks, a daughter of Thomas F’. and Eliza (Everett) Hicks of that county, 
who has borne him nine children: George L., who is living in Meridian, Miss.; Benjamin 
H., now the deputy sheriff of the county; Sidney and Franklin, twins; Anna, Maggie, 
Walter, Mary and Laura. Mrs. Donald was a native of Clarke county, though her family 
came from North Carolina and settled at an early day in Mississippi, where her father became 
a planter. In 1870 Mr. Donald was elected to represent his county in the legislature, and 
served during the sessious of 1870 and 187]. In 1886 he was elected county sheriff, and 
has held this office, greatly to the satisfaction of the people at large, up to the present time. 
He was a member of the constitutional conyention of 1890. For fifteen years prior to 1886 
he served as land agent for the Mobile & Ohio railroad company. He was superintendent. of 
the state penitentiary in 1876 and S77. He has always been active in the interests of the 
democratic party, and as a public man, as well as in business relations, has met all obligations 
fairly and squarely. He is interested in schools, churches aud other worthy institutions 
to such an extent as to make him a useful, helpful citizen. He is a member of the Knights 
of Honor of Shebutah, and he and his family are members of the Baptist church. He owns 
a fine residence and farm about two miles west of Shebutah, and is the proprietor of about 
one thousand acres of land altogether, which lies within the borders of this county. 

R. W. Donnell is one of the thrifty and successful planters of Tunica county, Miss., and 
is now cultivating some six hundred acres of land, the most of which is devoted to cotton, 
but of his home plantation, which he purchased in 1871, he has only two hundred and fifty 
acres under cultivation. All the improvements on this place have been made by himself, and 
besides the excellent cottongin which he erected, his buildings are all comely, substantial and 
commodious. He has a fine, thrifty and promising orchard of five hundred pear trees; the 
largest in the delta, and his place is neat, orderly and handsome, showing that a man of 
thrift, good taste and judgment has the management of affairs. He is shrewd, active and 
enterprising, and his practical views on agriculture are in a great measure owing to the fact 
that he was reared to a farm life by his father and in his youth learned lessons of industry, 
perseverance and prudence which were the stepping-stones to his present success. When the 
Rebellion broke out he was attending school, and although he bad been an earnest disciple of 
Minerva he became as earnest a follower of Mars and his books were cast aside for a sword 
andgun. He enlisted in company D, Twentieth Tennessee regiment of infantry of the Confed- 
erate states army, and afterward took part in the battle of Fort Donelson and many minor 
engagements. After hostilities had ceased he went to Illinois, in which state he was in busi- 
ness for two years, at the end of which time he went to New Allensville, Ky., at which place 
he was also in business. Since IS71 he has been a resident of Tunica county, Miss., and it 
can with truth be said that he is one of its leading and progressive citizens. He was mar- 
ried in 1868 to Miss M. P. Donnell, a native of Florida, and by her he is the father of the 
following children: Mary D., Jennie P., Claude H. and John H., all of whom are intelligent, 
well educated and refined. The family are worthy members of the Presbyterian church, and 
are liberal in their contributions to the same. Mr. Donnell was born in Tennessee in 1546, 
being the fourth child born to R. W. and L. A. (Green) Donnell, who were born in North 
Carolina and Tennessee, respectively. Mr. Donnell is an excellent and substantial citizen, is 
prepossessing in personal appearance, being above medium hight, and is a hospitable and 
generous gentleman. 

G. L. Doolittle, Newton, Miss., was born in Newton county, Miss., in 1801, and is a son 
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of R. W. and Amelia (Blalack) Doolittle. The father was born in Edgefield district, 8. C., 
in 1809, and the mother, in the same state in 1807. They were married in their native state, 
and thirteen children were born to them. The parents removed from South Carolina to Ala- 
bama in early days, and thence in 1842, to Mississippi. They located in Newton county, 
where the father engaged in farming. The mother died in 1557, and in 1861 Mr. Doolittle 
was married a second time, to Mrs. Virginia Duff, and of this marriage four children were 
born. Mr. Doolittle saw no service during the war, but was a member of the state militia for 
thirty days. In his agricultural pursuits he was quite successful. He was a member of the 
Baptist church. and a geuerous supporter of the society. He died in 1559, at the advanced 
age of eighty years. G. L. Doolittle is the ninth child of the first marriage of his father. 
In 1870 he started out in life for himself, choosing agriculture for his occupation. In the 
same year he was married to Miss Mary O. Atkinson, a daughter of Lewis Atkinson, of 
Georgia; she was born in 1851, and at the age of nine years was brought to Newton county, 
Miss. Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle have no children, except by adoption; they have taken into 
their care and protection two children, whom they will rear and educate. Mr. Doolittle is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias, the Knights of Honor, the Farmers’ Alliance, and the 
Farmers’ grange. He is the owner of five hundred and sixty acres of good land, and has 
placed two hundred and fifty acres under cultivation. He raises annually fifty bales of cotton, 
and carries on general farming. He has just erected a comfortable residence, and all his sur- 
roundings bespeak the thrift and prosperity of the proprietor. In all affairs pertaining to 
the public welfare our subject lends a helping hand, and readily takes rank among the most 
enterprising citizens of Newton county. The family belong to the Cumberland Presbyterian 
church, taking a deep interest in all the movements of the society. 

Among the representative, thoroughgoing and efficient officials of Noxubee county, 
Miss:, there is probably no one more deserving of mention than Z. T. Dorroh, county sheriff, 
for his residence within its borders has extended over his entire life, his birth having occurred 
-here on the 28th of May, 1847. His parents, William and Jane (Beard) Dorroh, were born 
in South Carolina and Georgia respectively, but in 1832 the former came to Mississippi and 
located in Noxubee county, being present at the treaty with the Indians. He purchased land 
from the government and followed planting until his death, which occurred in February, 
1870, his wife’s death having occurred in 1859. To their union eight children were born, 
three of whom are living: Sarah (Atkinson), James and Z. T. After the death of his wife 
Mr. Dorroh married again, his second union resulting in the birth of four children: Chastain, 
Ella, Orlando and Eliza. Z. T. Dorroh was reared in Noxubee county, received a high-school 
education and was brought up ona plantation, learning, thus, the details of a calling which 
he followed until the latter part of 1863, when he enlisted in Captain Doss’ company, and 
for nine months was a member of the Confederate army, at which time he was a mere youth. 
After the war was over he resumed farming, and until he was made bookkeeper in the 
sheriff’s office in January, 1886, this occupation received his attention. He held this position 
until he was elected to the sheriff’s office in 1SSY, and so ably did he discharge his responsi- 
ble duties and so satisfactory were his endeavors to the people, that he is a candidate for 
reélection without opposition. He is the owner of an excellent plantation of four hundred and 
twenty acres, which he has successfully conducted in addition to his other duties. In 1873 he 
was united in marriage to Miss Laura McDonald, by whom he has five children: Nellie G., Ivy 
L., Lillie E., Lallie and Ethel H. Mr. Dorroh isa member of the A. F. & A. M,, the I. O. 
O. F. and the Knights of Pythias, and he and his wife are members in good standing of the 
Baptist church. 
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William Francis Dowd was a native of South Carolina, born in the district of Darling- 
ton, December 31, 1820. His ancestors, who were of Irish origin, were valiant soldiers in the 
Revolutionary war, and his father was a captain in the War of 1512, and afterward a distin - 
guished clergyman of the Baptist persuasion. In 1832 William F. Dowd was taken by his 
parents to Tennessee, where a farm was secured near the town of Jackson, and here he was 
reared to manhood. In 1841 the family removed to Monroe county, Miss., locating at the 
village of Smithville, and while here William I’. laid the foundation of his legal career. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1846, and the following April appeared in court for the first time. 
Soon after his admission he became a member of the firm of Coopwood, Herbert & Dowd, of 
Aberdeen, one of the strongest legal firms of that time in the state. From the very start Mr. 
Dowd was recognized as a lawyer of more than usual promise. He was a brilliant speaker, 
adroit in debate, and soon took an active part in polities, and about this time became the 
editor of a newspaper at Aberdeen, published in the interests of the Whig party. In 1854 
he was united in marriage to Miss Ann W. Brown, daughter 0? Col. James Brown, of La- 
fayette county. At this time the practice of Mr. Dowd was enormous. It is said that his 
income from his profession, during the year of his marriage, amounted to the sum of $20,000, 
which in that day was equivalent to five times as much as at present. In common with 
Jefferson Davis, Mr. Dowd maintained the right of secession of the sovereign states. This 
he had done openly for a number of years prior to the war, and when the st ruggle was at last 
precipitated upon the country he promptly offered his services to the Confederate cause. He 
was commissioned to raise a regiment, and accordingly mustered the Twenty-fourth Missis- 
sippi infantry, and was elected its colonel. He participated in the battles of Corinth, Perry- 
ville, Lookout mountain, Missionary ridge and elsewhere, in all cases showing exceptional 
bravery and ability as a military leader. During the latter part of the war his health became 
so enfeebled that he was compelled to retire from the service in the field and was appointed 
one of the judges of the military court for Northern Alabama, and thus continued to the close 
of the war. Upon the conclusion of peace he formed a partnership with Messrs. Sale & 
Phelan, and a little later with Sale alone, which was maintained until 1876, when it was dis- 
solved. After that Colonel Dowd continued the practice alone. He was a hard student, not 
only of law, but of everything else which he undertook to master, and, as a result, greatly 
injured his health, and during his later years was thus compelled to forego active work in his 
profession. Few lawyers in the state showed greater capacity for the profession of law than 
Colonel Dowd. He possessed great penetration, and took special delight in what has been 
called hair-splitting, and in this particular probably he had no superior in Mississippi. 
He possessed, to begin with, a splendid constitution, but the energy with which he applied 
himself ended in the permanent impairment of his health. His death occurred at Aberdeen, 
November 28, IS7S. 

James M. Doyle, a planter, was born at Old Preston, Yalobusha county, Miss., August 
18, 1843, a son of William T. and Elizabeth Anne (Holt) Doyle, natives of Virginia, both 
having been born about 1S07, in Prince Edward county. About 1834 he came to Yalobusha 
county, making the journey with teams, and settled in the woods on Middle Tillabeta creek, 
near the present site of Garner station. T'rom there they removed to near Coffeeville and 
thence to Preston. From Preston they removed to a point three miles east of Garner station, 
and there Mrs. Doyle died in 1856 and Mr. Doyle in 1869. Mr. Doyle was a self-made man 
who accumulated a good property, mostly in slaves, which he lost at the time of the war. His 
education was somewhat limited, but his business capacity was good, and he was energetic 
and public-spirited. He was the only child of his parents and was left an orphan at a very 
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early age, and was reared by hisaunt. His father, a Scotchman by birth, was asoldier in the 
Revolutionary war and diedin Virginia. Both Mr. and Mrs. Doyle were members of the Mis- 
sionary Baptist church for many years. Mr. Doyle’s grandfather and grandmother both died 
in Prince Edward county, Va., where the former was a planter. He was also, as was his 
father-in-law, Mr. Flippam, a soldier in the Revolutionary war. Our subject was the fourth 
of eight children, and the only one now living of the number; John and Robert died in 1861, 
the former at home, the latter at Corinth, both belonging tothe Fifteenth Mississippi infantry; 
Elizabeth became the wife of E. C. Cartledge, of Montgomery county, and died in 1587; 
Mary died when quite young; Ann Jane became the wife of A. K. Duke (deceased) and died 
in I8S1; Adelaide, who was the first wife of A. K. Duke, died in 1868; Amanda became the 
wife of F. M. Duke and died in ISSI. James M. Doyle was educated in the common schools 
of this county, and in 1561 joined the army, enlisting in company E of the Twenty-ninth 
Mississippi infantry. His first engagement was at Corinth; he afterward fought at Mur- 
freesboro, Chickamauga, Missionary ridge, Resaca and in all the engagements through the 
Georgia and Atlanta campaigns. Returning with Hood, he was wounded at Franklin, Tenn., 
and after spending six weeks in the hospital, joined the army of General Johnston, with which 
he surrendered at Jonesboro, N. C., as orderly sergeant. He was wounded also at Murfrees- 
boro, Missionary ridge and Atlanta. After his return, home he resumed the life of a planter. 
In 1868 he married Sallie, a daughter of George and Sallie Swaringen, natives of Alabama 
and Tennessee, respectively, both of whom came with their parents to Yalobusha county, 
where they married and lived the remainder of their lives. Mrs. Swaringen dying in 1855, 
and Mr. Swaringen in 1889; the latter in Arkansas, where he bad been a planter since ISS4. 
Both were members of the Missionary Baptist church. John §., father of George, was one 
of the pioneers of this county, where he died a well-to-do planter. Mrs. Doyle’s maternal 
grandfather, Wilson Frost, was also an early settler here. He came from Tennessee, was a 
well-known planter and died previous to the war. Mrs. Doyle was born on the farm upon 
which she and her husband are now living. She has had nine children, seven of whom are 
now living. Mr. Doyle lived near Garner for two years and then removed to his present 
plantation, five miles southeast of Oakland. This estate consists of nine hundred acres of 
land, five hundred of which are cleared, producing from sixty to one hundred bales of cotton 
annually. He is a member of Oakland lodge No. 82, A. F. & A. M., in which he has been 
senior warden, and held other offices; he is also a member of Oakland lodge No. 97, 
J. 0. O. F.. Mrs. Doyle is a member of the Missionary Baptist church, with which her 
husband was originally connected. Our subject is aman of push and enterprise, and fine 
business qualifications, who has made his way unaided in the world and honestly won such 
success as he has attained. He is a well-to-do planter, and an enterprising citizen, honored 
and repected by all. 

As an example of the asefulness and prominence to which men of character and deter- 
mination may attain, it is but necessary to chronicle the life of Hon. Elijah Steele Drake, one 
of the sagacious, practical and skillful attorneys of the state of Mississippi. He comes of a 
highly cultured and intellectual family, all the members of which possessed superior intelli- 
gence and became distinguished in the different callings in which they engaged. He was 
born in Jefferson county, Miss., ou the 14th of October, S41, being the eighth of twelve 
children —eight sons and four daughters—of which large family cnly two members survive, 
the subject of this sketch and Rev. J. P. Drake, who is an eminent divine and an able and 
talented writer. The members of the family who are deceased are: H. W., who was one of 
the foremost attorneys of Tensas parish, La., which he represented in the legislature of that 
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state; A. F., who was also one of the well-known lawyers of that parish; Rev. W. W., who 
was one of the most eminent divines the Methodist Episcopal Church South ever had. He 
was twenty-seven years of age at the time of his death, at which time he held the position of 
presiding elder. His congregation has since erected a memorial tablet to his memory in the 
church at Greenville. Magruder died in the Rebellion, and the remainder of the family 
died when young. The father, Dr. Benjamin Michael Drake, D. D., was one of the most 
worthy and eminent men in Southern Mississippi, and was a man who held intelligent and 
refined views on all matters of publie interest. He held the important position of president 
of Elizabeth female college at Washiugton, Miss., in 1S28, the first incorporated institute in 
the state, and also, in connection with Judge McGee, was the founder of Centenary college, 
at Jackson, La. It was he who erected the first Protestant church in New Orleans, this being 
as early as 1823. He was born in Robeson county, N. C., September 11, [SO0, and at the age 
of seven years was taken by his father, who had been an officer in the Revolutionary war, to 
Kentucky. Rev. Drake became a man of great prominence in the state of Mississippi, and 
the record of this amiable and cultured gentleman is one of which any man might be proud. 
His well-known qualities of heart and head won for him innumerable friends, and his elo- 
quence as a divine and his truly Christian character will keep his memory green in the 
hearts of those of his day and generation, as well as for: many coming years. He passed 
from life in 1860. His wife, whose maiden name was Susan H. P. Magruder, was born in 
Jefferson county, Miss., April 2, 1811, and is still living at the advanced age of eighty 
years. She isa graduate of Elizabeth college, Mississippi, oue of the most famous institu- 
tions of its kind in the state, and for many years she was a worthy contributor to many relig- 
ious papers, and, notwithstanding her advanced age, still occasionally contributes an article. 
She makes her home with her son, Hon. E. S. Drake, with whom she expects to spend the 
rest of her days. Mr. Drake acquired his early knowledge of books at his home, and, after 
becoming sufficiently fitted, entered the grammar school in Jefferson county, later becoming 
a student in Centenary college, which institution he attended from 1858S to 1860, graduating 
with the honors of his class of nineteen in 1860. Upon finishing his course and after the 
war had become an assured fact, he became a member of Jefferson’s artillery, Confederate 
states army, which was afterward known as Darden’s battery, and was assigned to the front 
under Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston and took part in the engagements at Shiloh, Perryville, 
Murfreesboro, Chickamauga and the engagements of the Georgia campaign, being also at 
Nashville and Franklin. Mr. Drake was wounded at Decatur, Tenn., in which engagement 
his battery lost forty men and many horses. His wound, which was in the neck, contined 
him to the hospital for one month. His battery was surrendered by Gen. Dick Taylor, May 
4, 1865, and he, with four brothers who were in the service, returned home, another brother 
having died while in the army. Mr. Drake found himself, at the close of the war, with no 
means whatsoever, so in order to obtain the necessary funds, he at once opened a pri- 
vate school and devoted his leisure moments to the study of law. Subsequently he and 
Capt. W. S. Schwing organized a high school at Fayette, Miss., under the name of the 
Pheenix academy, which they continued to conduct, during which time Mr. Drake was 
admitted to the Mississippi bar. Soon after this event he removed to Port Gibson, August, 
1867, opened a law office at this place, and has been one of the publie-spirited citizens, and 
one of its foremost and eminent lawyers. He is aman of very superior natural endowments, 
strengthened and enriched by the highest culture. His mind is clear, concise, analytical 
and well poised, and he impresses one at once as a man of ereat strength, depth and grasp 
of mind. The most abstruse and complicated subjects are handled with ease and grace and 
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made perceptible and plain to the most ordinary understanding. Weight and power 
accompany all his words and writings, and inspire respect and conviction, and the ripe schol- 
arship and logical judgment which he possesses would insure anyone marked success. 
His wife, who was formerly Miss Ellen D. Turpin, was born in Jefferson county, Miss., is 
an accomplished and amiable lady. Their marriage was consummated September 21, 1869, 
and has resulted in the birth of six children: Joseph T., is a graduate of Washington and 
Lee university, of Lexington, Va. He has chosen law as his profession, and is now associ- 
ated in the practice of that profession with his father, and gives every promise of becoming 
eminent. Before he could be admitted to the bar, he was emancipated by the chancery 
court, as he was under age. Ruth is a graduate of Port Gibson female college, and took a 
two years’ post-graduate course in music, art, Latin and French. Katie A. also graduated 
from the above-mentioned college in June, 1890. Nellie D. is attending the same and is 
very bright and promising. Henry Winbourne has attained the age of thirteen years and is 
attending the Chamberlain Hunt academy, is also a bright student, and Laura 8., the young- 
est of the family, is also attending the female college at Port Gibson. 

Mrs. Drake’s father, Joseph A. Turpin, was a native and solid planter of Adams county, 
Miss. He was born in 1815, was educated in the University of Virginia,and although he has 
attained the advanced age of seventy-five years, he is in the enjoyment of comparatively good 
health and is a resident of Point Coupee parish, La. His wife, who was formerly Laura 
Archer, was born in Harford county, Md., was a graduate of Mrs. Willard’s famous female 
college of Troy, N. Y., and is now in her seventy-fourth year. Mr. Drake was reared a whig - 
but espoused democratic principles, and although not strictly an ultra partisan, is true to his 
party. In his official career he has performed his part with brillianey and in a manner highly 
satisfactory to all. He was elected to the legislature from his county for 1876-7 and that 
term has been noted in history as one of the most positive, able and executive legislatures 
which had assembled in the legislative halls of the state. While in session that body passed 
some of the most important measures that had ever come up before the legislative assembly: 
The radical reduction of taxes from fourteen mills to six mills state tax, and thorough revision 
of the official body; the impeachment of the governor, the lieutenant-governor, the superin- 
tendent of public instruction; in fact, the entire judicial system was reorganized, and the 
judges relieved of their positions, which had been filled very unsatisfactorily. The action of 
the legislature during the entire term was memorable and was productive of intrinsic and 
inestimable good. Mr. Drake is a trustee of the Port Gibson female college, which position 
he has held for the past twenty years, and he is also the college’s attorney and fills the same 
position for the Chamberlain Hunt academy. He is one of the attorneys for the Port Gibson 
bank, is one of its directors, and for the past twenty-three years has been superintendent of the 
Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school. Notwithstanding the fact that he has been a very active 
business man he has never neglected his religious duties, and is a worthy Christian gentle- 
man, striving at all times to do as he would be done by. He is a strict supporter of temper- 
ance and morality, practicing what he preaches in all things, is devoted to his family, and in 
his beautiful and comfortable home dispenses that generous hospitality for which he has 
always been noted. 

B. B. Drane, M. D., Torrance, Miss., a Jeading physician and planter, of Yalobusha 
county, Miss., was born in Columbia county, Ga., December 5, 1530, and is a son of Benja- 
min and Sarah (Germany) Drane, natives of the same county and state as the son. The 
father was born in 1503, and is a son of William and Casandria (Magruder) Drane. Mrs. 
Drane was a cousin of General Magruder. They were married in Maryland, and with a cart 
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and one horse they journeyed to the state of Georgia, where they settled and reared a family. 
By energy and industry they amassed a fortune. William Drane died at the age of sixty 
years, while his wife lived to be ninety years old. They reared a family of five sons and two 
daughters, all of whom lived to maturity, and one of whom is yet living, the father of our 
subject. He grew to manhood in Georgia, and was married there; in 1838S he removed with 
his family to Mississippi and settled in Choctaw county, where he still lives on the place which 
he first made his home. He is engaged in farming, and has followed that occupation for 
many years. Mrs. Drane, wife of Benjamin Drane, died in 1859; she was born in 1805, and 
he is now eighty-eight years of age. To them were born twelve children—seven sons and 
five daughters: James G., died in 1590; B. B. is the subject of this biography; William T., 
died in Choctaw county; Robert A., died in ISS85; Mrs. Mary E. Stewart. died in 1890; 
George W. C. is a wealthy resident of South America; John H., chancery clerk of Montgom- 
ery county, Miss.; Edgar S., a farmer of Choctaw county; Mrs. Sarah V. Orr, Mrs. Georgia A. 
Drane and Mrs. Elizabeth C. Tabor; the last two named are widows and live on the home farm. 
Dr. Drane first attended school in Choctaw county, and then went to Winston county, Miss., 
where he was a student for some years. There he began the study of medicine with Dr. B. N. 
Ward, a prominent physician of the county, and in 1852 he took a course of lectures in 
Augusta, Ga. Thence he went to New York city, and entered the University of New York, 
and graduated from the medical department in 1554. He then returned to Mississippi, 
and practiced in Choctaw county for a short time; then he went to Waverly, Miss., but 
remained there only one year; next he located in Grenada, and for fifteen years was engaged 
in the practice of his profession. At the end of that period he came to his present home 
near Torrence, where he has given much attention to. agriculture in addition to his profes- 
sional work. He was first united in marriage to Harriet Guy, a daughter of Maj. C. 
H. Guy, of Grenada, a full sketch of whom appears on another page of this work. Mrs. 
Drane died in 1564, leaving one son, Guy Drane, who is now living in Texas, engaged in 
railroad work. Mr. Drane was married a second time, to Miss Margaret A. EF. Land, in 1870. 
She was a Miss Gage, a daughter of the Rey. James B. Gage. He was a citizen of Torrance, 
and an early settler of Mississippi; he was born in Georgia in 1804, and is a minister in the 
Baptist church; he was married to Miss Sanders, May 15, 1823, and came to Mississippi 
in 1839; he died in 1573, January 2, honored and respected by a host of acquaintances. 
Mrs. Gage died in 1871, aged sixty-three years. ‘To them were born four sons and five 
daughters: Mary J. E. (deceased), was the wife of Major Wiley; Dr. John J.; Margaret FE. 
A.; Missouri K., deceased; Dr. Mathew W., deceased; Dr. James B.; Mrs. Anna P. Cundiff: 
Mrs. Sarah B. Raddick; Dr. Benjamin C. Mrs. Drane was first married to Benjamin Land, 
a native of North Carolina; he died in 1868. Mr. Drane entered the Confederate service in 
1861 as a surgeon; he went from Grenada to Gainsboro, Tenn. He was operating surgeon 
in the hospital, and a member of the examining board until the close of the war. He takes 
no active interest in politics beyond the exercise of his right of suffrage. Mrs. Drane is a 
member of the Baptist church, in which she is an active worker. 

Col. James W. Drane, planter, French Camp, Miss., owes his nativity to Georgia, his 
birth occurring in Columbia county on the I4th of April, 1833, and he comes of distin- 
guished ancestors from both sides. His parents, Hon. James and Matilda B. (Shaw) Drane, 
were natives also of Columbia county, Ga., the father born in LSOS and the mother in 1829. 
The parents came to Choctaw county, Miss., in 1536, settled in the woods in the southern 
part of the county and there the father followed the occupation of a planter until his death 
on the Sth of March, 1869. He was a great hunter all his life, was a champion marksman 
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and killed one hundred and ten deer the first year of his residence in Choctaw county. He 
was a very popular and prominent man, serving with distinction in the lower house of the 
Mississippi legislature from 1837 to 1848, and in 1845 he was the regular nominee of the 
democratic party for state senator, but was defeated through fraud. Again in 1849 he was 
the candidate of his party for that position and served continuously until 1866, being presi- 
dent of that body for several of the later terms. In 1858 he was a prominent candidate for 
governor until the day of the convention, when, on account of the ill health of his wife, 
which would prevent him from canvassing the state in his behalf, he sent his son, James W., 
then quite a young man, to the convention at Jackson to withdraw his name. It was not 
without considerable effort that the withdrawal was accepted, and without doubt had his 
name remained before the convention he would have been nominated and elected. He was 
offered a brigadier-general’s commission by President Davis but was prevailed upon by his 
family to refuse it. His father, William Drane, was born in Prince George county, Md., in 
1765, and died in Columbia county, Ga., on the 7th of February, 1847. He was a successful 
planter and the youngest son of James Drane, who was an Englishman and who came to 
Prince George county, Md., where he reared seven sons: James, Anthony, Steven, Thomas, 
Benjamin, Walter and William. Colonel Drane’s maternal great-grandfather, Ninian B. 
McGruder, descended from the rebellions Scottish McGregor who, tradition says, was ban- 
ished and the name changed on account of adherence to Sir William Wallace and other 
rebel chiefs. Mr. MceGruder was a native of Maryland and probably died in Columbia 
eounty, Ga. Col. James W. Drane was the second in order of birth of the following children. 
Mary C., widow of Maj. William C. Staples; Virgil C., a planter of Choctaw county, enlisted 
in the Confederate army, company I, Fifteenth Mississippi infantry and exchanged to com- 
pany I, Thirty-first Mississippi, in the Tennessee army, and served all through the war (he 
was wounded in the head at Franklin, and surrendered with Johnston’s army in 1855); and 
Matilda C., wife of Hobert D. Shaw, died in 1864. Colonel Drane became inured to the 
duties of farm life at an early age, and supplemented a common-school education by attend- 
ing the Methodist college at Sharon and later the State university for two years. In 1854 he 
married Miss Fannie Hemphill, a native of Rome, Ga., and the daughter of Gen. James 
Hemphill (see sketch of Dr. A. J. Hemphill). Mrs. Drane was a worthy member of the 
Presbyterian church and died on the 20th of September, 1884. This union resulted in the 
birth of nine children, viz.: Hon. James, died in 1889; (he was edueated at French Camp, 
Stonewall college, Tennessee, and at the State university. He became a promising lawyer at 
Chester, and was one term in the legislature. He was a young man of fine literary attain- 
ments and a bright future was opening before him, but he was powerless before the pale 
reaper. Such a man at any age is no trifling loss to any community, and how much more 
serious the blow which strikes down one in the very vigor of life, with the prospect of many 
years of usefulness and honor before him); Butler, died in 1860; Dr. William, is a graduate 
of the medical department of the University of Tennessee, at Nashville, and is now a prac- 
ticing physician of Choctaw county, Miss.; Francis, Jefferson Davis, Anna M. B., Mary, 
Hugh M. and Lillian. Dr. Jefferson Davis Drane graduated at the medical department of 
the University of Tennessee in February, 1586, in a class of sixty-one students, and took the 
third medal when he was only twenty years of age, and is now a practitioner of medicine at 
French Camp, Miss. The Colonel’s second marriage oceurred in 1885, to Mrs. Sallie G. 
Whitfield, a daughter of Rey. Horatio J. Bardwell, and a native of Oktibbeha county, Miss. 
Colonel Drane followed farming and merchandising until 1862, and then joined the Thirty- 
first Mississippi infantry as captain of company I, which he commanded until the fall of 
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1862, when he was made major and later lieutenant-colonel at Meridian, Miss., for his gal- 
lantry at Peach Tree creek. It is said he was commissioned colonel, but he did not receive 
the commission. He fought at Baker’s creek and all around Vicksburg. He belonged to 
Johnston’s army all the time after Baker’s creek fight. From there he went to Jackson, Miss., 
where he joined General Johnston’s army at New Hope church. He fought all the way to 
Peach Tree creek and was shot nearly to pieces, receiving a severe wound in the head, another 
in the left shoulder, one in the left arm, rendering it almost useless, one in the side and in 
each leg. For twelve months after the close of the war he was unable to rise from his bed. 
Every field officer and every line officer, with the exception of one in his command, was killed 
or wounded in the Peach Tree creek fight. At the time of entering service Colonel Drane 
was Confederate tax collector, but turned that office over to his father and entered the Con- 
federate army. After the war he engaged in merchandising, shipping mules, ete., for a num- 
ber of years, but more recently has devoted his entire attention to farming. He has lived for 
fifty-five years almost in the same neighborhood, and since 186) on his present farm, two 
miles north of 'rench Camp, where he has a fine home of about one thousand acres. He and 
Mrs. Drane and all but one of the children are members of the Presbyterian church. Colonel 
Drane is doubtless the most conspicuous character in Choctaw county at the present time, 
especially never to have been in public life. He is a large man, but is badly crippled from 
his war service. He stands very high in the estimation of every one as a strictly honest, 
moral and upright citizen. The Colonel has an uncle, Benjamin Drane, now living in Choc- 
taw county, Miss., who is eighty-eight years of age. 

Judge J. R. M. Du Berry, an old and representative citizen of Pittsboro, and one of 
the first settlers of Calhoun county, Miss., was originally from Warren county, N. C., born in 
1816, and was the son of John Du Berry. He was left an orphan at an early age, and when 
ten years old he went with an uncle to Middle Tennessee, where he remained for some time. 
He then went to Summerville of that state, but in 1854 went from there to Madison county, 
Miss. He soon returned, however, to Tennessee, and there attended school, but in 1536 
enlisted in the Florida war. The following year he returned to Tennessee, and again entered 
the schoolroom. In 1839 he returned to Mississippi, and in this state he has made his 
home ever since. He first settled at Grenada, was engaged in keelboating on the Yalobusha 
river, but subsequently went to Greenwood, where he managed a mercantile establish- 
ment for a firm in Grenada for two years. In 1546 he returned to the last-named town, and 
soon after came to Big creek, where he purchased the stock of J. J. Ramsey, and conducted 
the business for six years. After this he was engaged in business in Pittsboro for 
three years. In 1855 he was elected probate judge, and held that position until 1461, when 
he raised a company known as ‘f Yaller jackets.” After the war Mr. Du Berry returned to 
Pittsboro, where he has since resided, esteemed and respected by all. He has held many 
positions of trust in the county, was deputy clerk for some time, deputy revenue collector 
for Calhoun county soon after the war, and he took the census of that county in ISSO, Mr. 
Du Berry was married to Miss M. A. Gibbs, of Grenada, and of the eight children born 
to this union, five are now living: Mrs. Elizabeth Enochs and Mrs. Alice Payne Shaw, both 
of whom are widows; John R., of Coffeeville, Miss.; Miss Fannie, at home, and William 
C., at Coffeeville. Those deceased were Miranda, died when an infant, Mattie A. and James 
R. M. The mother of these children was a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and died in August, IS90, at the age of sixty-two years. Judge Du Berry is a 
prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal church also. In polities he affiliates with 
the democratic party. He was a member of the I. O. O. F. lodge in 1842, the sixth lodge in 
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the state, and was also a member of the Masonic lodge at Grenada, No. 31. At the present 
time (1891), he is a member of Pittsboro lodge No. 155, and mayor of Pittsboro. 

Beauregard Du Bose, of Ellisville, Jones county, Miss., was born in Choctaw county, Ala., 
January 9, 1860, a son of William J. and Lucinda A. (Bell) Du Bose, both natives of Geor- 
gia, where they were married, and whence they removed to Alabama, where they 
lived till 1866, when they located in Wayne county, Miss., in which place they still reside. 
They are the parents of seven children: Louisiana, Theodore, Delaware, Beauregard, Magno- 
lia, Ada and Effie. Beauregard, the immediate subject of this notice, has been a resident. of 
this state since 1866, when he came with his parents. In 1876 he found employment as 
a clerk in the store of Turner & Taylor, at Waynesboro, Miss., with whom he remained till 
September, ISSO, when he formed a partnership with S. T. Taylor, of the firm of Turner 
& Taylor, and engaged in merchandising at Old Ellisville, Miss., in charge of a store of 

which he and Mr. Taylor were joint owners, Mr. Taylor remaining at Waynesboro. In 
1SS4 they sold their stock of goods to Theodore Du Bose, and on account of ill health our 
subject retired from business until September, ISS9, when he formed a partnership with 
Herrington & Hill, under the firm name of Herrington, Du Bose & Hill, and entered upon a 
business career which has placed their house at the head of the mercantile interests in 
this town. Mr. Du Bose was married in Perry county, Miss., March 15, 1883, to Miss Celia 
G., daughter of Daniel and Mary (Granberry) Carter, who was born in that county Sep- 
tember 4, 1855. In 1587 Mr. Du Bose was elected a member of the board of supervisors of 
Jones county, and as such was one of those in charge of the erection of the new courthouse. 
Though not an active politician, he is a strict adherent to the principles of his party, and 
takes a deep interest in all questions of public import, and he is especially solicitous for the 
growth and advancement of Ellisville, and for the various interests affecting the weal of 
Jones county. He has been quite successful in life, andis one of the many sterling citizens 
of this part of the state, who have been not alone the architects of their own fortunes, but 
creators and conservators of the public welfare. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
and elso of the Methodist Episcopal church South, while Mrs. Du Bose is a communicant of 
the Baptist church. They have had one child, Annie Eloise, who is now deceased. 

C. W. Dudley's ancestors were among the distinguished families of Kentucky, and his 
paternal grandfather, Dr. Benjamin Winslow Dudley, was a physician of note. The latter 
stands at the head of his profession as a lithotomist, even to the present day, performing more 
successful operations of that disease than any previous or subsequent physician. He prac- 
ticed at Lexington, Ky., and was principal of the surgical department of Transylvania college, 
Lexington, the greater part of his days. He wrote quite extensively on scientific matters 
relating to his profession, and is now known among physicians as one of the brightest prac- 
titioners of the past. His son and the father of our subject, Dr. C. Wilkins Dudley, was also 
a native of Kentucky. He studied medicine and practiced until 1553, when he was married 
to Mrs. Margaret (Erwin) Johnson, who was also born in Kentucky. They afterward moved 
to Mississippi and made Washington county their permanent home, the mother dying there 
in 1862, and the father in ISS1. In IS60 the father erected a fine brick mansion, which in its 
day was one of the statehest in the county. This handsome dwelling, noble in proportions 
and artistic in design, stands in a large park facing Lake Washington, and commands a view 
of unsurpassed loveliness. The only child born to their union was C. W. Dudley, whose birth 
occurred on his father’s plantation, Mount Holly, in Washington county, Miss., in 1850. 
He was educated in Kentucky, and when a stripling of sixteen came to Mississippi, where 
he engaged as clerk for Messrs. C. P. & M. Williams at Longwood. In 1576 he embarked 
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in business for himself at a place known as Burn, near the head of Lake Washington, and 
there carried on business for three years. After this he began merchandising at Stella land- 
ing, on the Mississippi river, remained there for two years, and in June, 1SS2 he was elected 
cotton tax collector for the Mississippi levee district, comprising Bolivar, Washington, Issa- 
quena and Sharkey counties. As a man of superior intelligence and capability he was most 
admirably fitted to perform the duties of this position, and held the same until July, 1890. 
He bought his present plantation, the old estate of his parents, from J. W. Erwin (his half 
brother) in ISSO, and of the eleven hundred and eighty-five acres in this tract he has ten 
hundred and fifty-six acres cleared and under a high state of cultivation, two hundred and 
fifty acres of which he cleared himself. He has advanced and progressive ideas in the man- 
agement of his plantation, and all his improvements are of a first-class order. His house is 
handsomely furnished, has all the modern improvements, gas, hot and cold water, closets up 
and down stairs, and many other conveniences. In June, 1890, he opened a store on his 
place, is doing a good business and carries a stock of goods yalued at about $5,000. In the 
last four years he has putin about $20,000 worth of improvements on his place. He has 
been quite active in politics since 1875, but is at home only in the winter, as he travels during 
the summer months. During the summer of 1890 he was in Europe. He is a Knight 
Templar in the Masonic fraternity, is an Elk and a member of the Knights of Pythias. 

Maj. P. B. Dugan, president of the First National bank of West Point, Miss., is a 
gentleman of varied talents, wide experience, excellent business capacity, and being genial 
in disposition and straightforward in his business methods, he stands high in the estimation 
of the public. He was born in Newberry, S. C., in 1837, to William H. and Mary (Dugan) 
Dugan (distant relatives), who were also natives of Newberry district, in which they lived 
until about 1845, when they emigrated to Noxubee county, Miss., where the remainder of 
their days was spent, the father’s death occurring in 1866, and the mother’s in 1857, she 
being an earnest and worthy member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church at the time of 
her demise. Mr. Dugan was a planter and miller by occupation, and, although his early 
educational advantages were somewhat limited, he was naturally intelligent, possessed a 
sound and practical mind, and became well to do. Owing to the early death of his father, 
he was compelled to fight the battle of life alone, and was, in every sense of the term, a 
self-made man. P. B. Dugan was the eldest of seven children, and is the only one of the fam- 
ily that is now living. A brother, Burr Dugan, was killed in the battle of Nashville in 
1865, having enlisted as a private in the Confederate army when quite young, becoming a 
member of the Fourteenth Mississippi infantry. Another brother, Reese, was also in the 
Confederate service the last year or two of the war, and, although almost a boy in years, he 
rendered valuable aid to the Confederate cause. P. B. Dugan received his initiatory training 
in the country schools of Noxubee county, which he attended until about sixteen years of 
age, after which he finished his literary education at Summerville institute, in that county. 
In 1856 he began the study of medicine with Dr. J. S. Smythe, of Symmerville, and contin. 
ued under Dr. Warren Stone, of New Orleans, in the years 1857-9, and in the University 
of Louisiana, at New Orleans. He began practicing his profession in Winston county after 
leaving New Orleans, but was soon interrupted by the outbreak of the Civil war, when he 
abandoned his practice to become a votary of Mars, enlisting in company F, of the Four- 
teenth Mississippi infantry, in which he served a short time as lieutenant, and was then made 
vaptain of the company. Captain Dugan was first engaged in actual battle in the engage- 
ments which took place around Fort Donelson in February, 1862, and was captured at the 


fall of that place. He was first imprisoned at Camp Chase, then on Johnson’s island until 
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September, when he was exchanged and rejoined his command in Mississippi. He operated 
in that. state for some time, and at the battle of Jackson was wounded in the left leg. He 
was afterward in the Georgia and the Atlanta campaigns, and in one of the engagements about 
Atlanta, receiving another wound, which disabled him for some time. He rejoined his com- 
mand at Florence, Ala., and although not able to take part in the engagement at Franklin, 
he was in the battle of Nashville, where he commanded his regiment with gallantry and cour- 
age, having previously been promoted from the rank of captain to that of major. From Nash- 
ville his command fell back to Tupelo, where he was taken sick and was unable to again 
enter service. He was a distinguished officer, conspicuous for his bravery and soldierly bear- 
ing, and upon the cessation of hostilities he returned to his home with the consciousness of 
having performed every duty faithfully and well. In 1866 he located at West Point, where 
he has since made his home. He practiced medicine with marked -success until September, 
1873, when his partner, J. L. Moseley, died, and he afterward devoted his attention to the 
drug business until 1878. He then disposed of his stock of drugs in order to give his entire 
attention to the cotton commission business, in which he had heen engaged for two years 


previously. 

In 1880 he became a partner in the Stockard, Bonner & Co. banking firm, and so con- 
tinued until the organization of its successor, the First National bank, in 1882, since which 
time he has been its president. It is one of the most prosperous institutions of the kind in 
this section of the state, has a capital of $75,000 and a surplus of $30,000, It has added 
largely to the banking capital and financial interests of West Point, and the facilities for the 
expeditious transaction of business are of the best. The management of the company is per- 
fect in system, and its directors are gentleman of well-known stability, including a number of 
the leading business men of the city. Major Dugan was married in 1869 to Miss Martha A., 
daughter of Lemuel and Mary Westbrook, natives of North Carolina, who came to Mississippi 
at an early day, and died near West Point *a number of years ago. Mrs. Dugan was born 
near this place, and of the three children she has borne her husband only one is living, a 
daughter. She is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, a true Christian in every 
respect, and an affectionate and faithful wife and mother. Major Dugan has been a member 
of the A. F. & A. M. lodge at Summerville for many years, but has never united with the lodge 
at West Point, although he is a member of West Point lodge No 157 of the K.of H. From 
1871 to 1873 he was connected with the West Point Cit*zen, which journal was published 
under his supervision until the plant was destroyed by fire in the last mentioned year. In 
every respect he is one of the leading citizens of West Point, and is liberal in the use of his 
means for the benefit of the public. He has been quite an extensive traveler, and the summer 
of 1883 he made a tour of Europe, visiting places of interest in Scotland, England, France, 
Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium and Holland. 

James H. Duke, a wealthy planter and merchant of Seooba, Miss., was born at. Gaines- 
ville, Sumter county, Ala., March 10, 1846, and is a son of Horace M. and Sarah J. (Har- 
wood) Duke. His father was a native of AJbemarle county, Va., a son of James Duke and 
Nancy (Biggers) Duke, and emigrated thence to Alabama in the early settlement of that 
state. There he was married and reared a family of six children, three of whom survive: 
James H., the subject of this biographical sketeh; Robertine E., now Mrs. Carr, and Horace 
M. He was a merchant by occupation, and was generous of the means he had accumulated. 
In 1861 he enlisted in the Confederate cause, for whieh he raised a cavalry company. He 
was captured on the James river at Richmond, and was sent to Johnson’s island, where he 
contracted typhoid fever, from which he never recovered. He was buried near the foot of the 
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Blue Ridge mountains in Albemarle county, Va. Politically he was allied to the democratic 
party, and at one time was deputy sheriff of Sumter county, Ala. He was connected with 
the Baptist church, and was a man of excellent traits of character. His death occurred in 
1865. His wife was born near Richmond, Va. She was the daughter of S. B. M. and Eliza- 
beth (Ellison) Harwood. She passed her last days in Greene county, Ala., the year of her 
death being 1857. James H. was reared to the mercantile trade, and received his education 
in Gainesville, Ala. In 1860, July 5, he came to Scooba, where he was employed as clerk 
until 1863. In that year he enlisted in the Confederate cause, and was made an officer in 
R. O. Perrin’s regiment of cavalry. He was in the service about two years, surrendering in 
1865. He was in the Mississippi campaign and through the siege of Atlanta and Savannah, 
Ga. After the war was over he engaged in mercantile business on his own account. His 
capital was very small, and it is through wise management- and the exercise of rare, good 
judgment that he has accumulated the property he now owns. The firm name was J. H. 
Duke & Co., until 1870, when he purchased the entire business. As his means increased he 
invested in land, and now owns about twenty thousand acres, all of which is in the state of 
Mississippi, except five hundred acres in Alabama. Mr. Duke was married in 1S7U to Miss 
Elizabeth G. Horrell, a daughter of Dr. E. W. and M. J. (Phillips) Horrell, of New Madrid, 
Mo. She was born in 1849, and is an only child. Her parents are both deceased; the 
father died in ISS1, and the mother about 1856. Mr. and Mrs. Duke have a family of five 
children: John G., Rachel G., Pearson H., Sarah E. and Elizabeth H. The father and 
mother are members of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Duke is a Mason and member of the 
finance committee of the grand lodge of Mississippi, and has been master of the lodge at 
Scooba three terms. He is also a Knight of Honor, of which order he has been dictator several 
times, and chairman of the grand trustees of the grand lodge of Mississippi of the same society. 
Politically he affiliates with the democratie party. In ISS he was a candidate for treasurer 
of the state, and was defeated by a very few votes. He was an alternate delegate to the 
national convention from Mississippi at large, when Gen. Hancock was nominated for presi- 
dent of the United States, and alternate delegate from his congressional district when Grover 
Cleveland was nominated. In all the proceedings of his party he has taken an active inter- 
est. His opinions and counsel are always sought in matters of importance, and he has proven 
a most reliable guide. He has been a member of the state executive committee of the demo- 
cratic party several different times since the war between the states. The Duke family is of 
Iinglish origin, and is traced back to Henry Duke, a grandson of Cleverious Duke. 

Dr. J. W. Dulaney, physician, Rosedale, Miss., was born in Madison county, Miss., in 
1848, and comes of a family of physicians, his father and several uncles having success- 
fully followed that profession. He is the only child living born to the union of Wilham 
Johnson and Mary (Gassaway) Dulaney, the father a native of the Old Dominion and the 
mother of Tennessee. The former was a graduate of the Philadelphia medical college, and 
at an early date came to Mississippi, settling in Madison county, of that state, in S31. 
He came to this state to make his fortune, and accomplished his object, for everything that 
he undertook prospered, and he became very wealthy. He was ambitious to excel in every 
thing he attempted, and in his profession, planting, fortune and in good deeds he was 
indeed among the foremost. He was one of the leading members of the Christian church, 
was noted far and wide for his benevolent and generous disposition, and spent his money 
freely in alleviating the distress of the needy and afflicted. He educated several orphan 
girls, aided and assisted many widows, and his hfe was full of good and noble deeds. His 
death, which occurred in ISSO, was the oceasion of universal sorrow, for all felt the loss 
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which would be sustained by the departure of such a man. Although one of the most 
prominent men in the county, and one who took a deep interest in political affairs, he never 
aspired for office. He was married four times. His fortuné was all swept away by the 
war, but he afterward, in a measure, retrieved it and died in very comfortable circum. 
stances. His wife’s people were from Tennessee. His father was a native of Virginia, of 
an old and prominent family of that state, and was a large millowner. Dr. J. W. Dulaney 
passed his youthful days in attending school in his native county, and in 1562 he entered 
the Confederate army, Adams’ regiment, and was with Harvey’s scouts at the siege of 
Vicksburg. When sixteen years of age he was regularly mustered, and was paroled at 
Jackson, Miss. After this he engaged in teaming from Jackson and Vicksburg until he 
had earned sufficient means to send him to school for a year or two, and then followed 
farming on his father’s plantation for five years, studying medicine in the latter’s office 
during that time. While planting for his father he had saved about $1,200, and in the 
winter of 1871-2 he attended the University of Louisiana, graduating in 1873. After 
this he practiced at home for three years, and in May, 1876, came to Rosedale, where he 
has since built up a large practice. He came to this county to make his fortune, and 
although on arriving he only had a horse and buggy and 320 in money, be has been unusu- 
ally successful, owning both town and country property. He was engaged in merchandising 
for some time, started a good drug store in 1558, and has also carried on planting. He was 
health officer of the county for eight years, and is at present a member of the state and tri- 
state medical associations. He has been quite active in polities, and was appointed mayor 
by Governor Lowry in 1890, and was elected in 1891 to the same position he is holding -at 
the present time. Dr. Dulaney is greatly interested in the advancement of the city, and 
accepted the office only in the hopes of benefiting the place. On the 15th of November, 
1877, he espoused Miss Hattie Montgomery, daughter of Col. F. A. Montgomery (see 
sketch), and they have three children living and one deceased: Mary, Hattie, Frank (died 
at the age of seven months) and John W. The Doctor is a member of the Christian and 
Mrs. Dulaney a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. In the year 1890 the Doctor 
erected a new residence in town, a two-story frame, one of the handsomest buildings in the 
place. He is one of the directors of the Rosedale & Mississippi valley railroad, and socially 
is a member of. the Masonic fraternity, of which he is master, the Knights of Honor and the 
Knights of Pythias, having held office in both the last-named organizations also. In 1882, 
during the overflow of the Mississippi river, Dr. Dulaney went to the break in the levee at 
Riverton, and, with the assistance of an Indian, rescued seventy-five people. It took him 
all day, and was a thrilling and dangerous experience. He has passed through two yellow 
fever epidemics, and while health officer of the county he attended over two hundred cases 
of smallpox at the pest house. He stood manfully at his post all through this, and fought 
the dread diseases with all the skill and knowledge of the medical science. 

Dr. Octavus Dulaney, of Copiah county, Miss., was born September 15, 1846, in Hinds 
county, Miss. He was a son of Addison and Ann Maria Dulaney. His father was born in 
Culpepper county, Va., November 12, 1SOS.. He was a member of the Masonic order, and 
both he and his wife were communicants of the Baptist church. His mother, Ann Maria 
Sinclair, was born in Fauquier county, Va., March 16, 1SO4. They emigrated to Mississippi 
in 1833 or 1834, locating at Raymond, in Hinds county. They had seven children, four of 
whom are now living: Alpens, at Gallman, Miss.; Bell, wife of J. M. Hand, of Texas; 
Octavus, of Copiah county; Addison, of Hinds county, Miss. Dr. Octavus Dulaney received 
his professional education at New Orleans medical college, graduating in 1870. In 1$71 he 
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married Susan C. Rogers, a daughter of James T. and Caroline Rogers, of Simpson county, 
Miss. Mrs. Dulaney bore him six children, four of whom are living: Lilla Bell, Ina Ger- 
trude, Octavus, Jr., and Stella May. After the death of his first wife he married Esther 
Johnson, November 30, 1884, a daughter of Robert and Elizabeth Johnson, of South Caro- 
lina, by whom he had _ two children—Dalton and Annie Dula. The Doctor has a large prac- 
tice, which extends over a good portion of Copiah and Simpson counties. In connection with 
his practice. he devotes much of his time to the interests of his fine plantation, and is 
regarded not only as a skillful physician but also as a very successful planter. In 1862 he 
enlisted in company C of Robert’s battalion, in which he served the Confederate cause zeal- 
ously until the close of the war. He is a member of and has been for many years the secretary 
of, the Charles Scott lodge No. 136, A. F. & A. M. He is also identified with the Farmers’ 
Alliance, and he and his estimable wife are devout worshipers of the Baptist church. 

James M. Dunean, a leading planter and one of the oldest and most respected citizens 
of thecounty, was born in Greene county, Tenn., on the 28th of October, 1813, and inherits 
Scotch blood from his paternal grandfather, who was a native of Scotland. The latter and a 
brother came to the United States prior to the Revolution, and the brother was killed by the 
British near Norfolk, Va. The grandfather settled in Botetourt county, Va., and there reared 
his family, consisting of George, Jerry, Amos, Benjamin, David and two daughters. 
The fourth child in order of birth, Benjamin, grew to manhood in Virginia, and when a 
young man went to East Tennessee, where he was married in 1812 to Miss Nancy Ross, also 
a native of the Old Dominion, and a daughter of William Ross, who served in the Reyolu- 
tionary war, and was present at the surrender of Cornwallis. Mr. Ross has several sons, who 
served in the Creek Indian wars. Mr. and Mrs. Duncan continued to reside in Greene 
county, Tenn., until November, 1822, when they moved to Limestone county, Ala., and from 
there to Shelby county, Tenn., in 1834. The father followed merchandising from the close of 
the Indian wars, in which he served as a lieutenant in Captain Waterhouse’s company, until 
about 1850, when he carried on planting in connection with that occupation. He was a 
stanch whig, and although he took an active part in politics, he would never hold office. 
He was a Mason of rank and was one of the leading business men and prominent citizens of 
Shelby county. He died June 1, 1860, honored and respected by all. His wife died in the 
same county in 1836, leaying six children—three sons and three daughters, two of whom are 
yet living: James M. Duncan, the subject of this sketch, and the eldest child; and Mrs. Ann 
Reembert, of Shelby county, Tenn. After his wife’s death Mr. Duncan was married the 
second time and became the father of two children by this union, a son and daughter, both 
now deceased. James M. Duncan passed his boyhood and youth in Limestone county, Ala., 
and there received his education. In 1836 he started out in life for himself as a merchant at 
Mooresville, Ala., Limestone county, and there continued until the spring of 1840. He first 
came to Mississippi in 1838, to administer upon the estate of George Dillard, and being 
pleased with the state he moved there in the fall of 1840. The following year he commenced 
farming upon the estate he now owns, and there he has continued to reside up to the present 
time. On a part of the place now owned by Mr. Duncan a fight took place between the 
Choctaw and Choechumas Indians, in which the last named tribe was almost exterminated. 
Two members of the tribe, girls, were picking berries and thus escaped death. They were 
adopted by the Choctaw tribe, and it is from them that the traditions of the tribe are 
handed down. The town of Choechumas was laid off after the Choctaw treaty, and it was 
at one time the largest town in northern Mississippi. When he first came to Mississipp 
Mr. Duncan had very little to start with, being the owner of three full-grown negroes, a 
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half-interest in another one, and an infant slave. The latter is still on the old home place 
with Mr. Duncan, and is getting quite gray. Before the war Mr. Duncan became the owner 
of ninety-three slaves and three thousand acres of land, all the result of his energy and good 
management, but during that memorable struggle he lost almost everything. He is yet the 
owner of twenty-three hundred acres of excellent land, and is not only one of the county’s most 
successful and prominent planters, but is honored and esteemed as a citizen. He was first 
married while living in Alabama to Miss Mary H. Gamble, who was born and reared in that 
state. She died on the 2Ist of June, IS40, leaving two children: Benjamin G. and Mary, 
both of whom are deceased. The former served as a soldier in the Civil war, and was a 
member of Captain Stanford’s battery, and was wounded at the battle of Murfreesboro. 
His death occurred on the 6th of April, ISSO, in Grenada. The other child died in Alabama 
when young. ; 

Mr. Duncan’s second marriage was to Mrs. Susan Augusta (Girault) Sykes, widow of 
Dr. J. B. Sykes, whom she had married in 1847. Her parents, James A. and Susan (Dunbar) 
Girault, were early settlers of Mississippi. James A. Girault was born near Natchez, Miss., 
in 1793, and died at Jackson, Miss., March 24, 1851. His father, Col. John Girault. who 
was the son of John Girault, was born in the city of London, England, February 24, 1755, 
and died at the Bay of St. John, near the city of New Orleans, May 28, 1813. He was a 
colonel in the Revolutionary war under Gen. George Rodgers Clark; was in all the early cam- 
paigns against the Indians; was secretary for Governor Gayoso, and when the War of 1812 
broke out his sword was again taken from its scabbard and not returned until Col. John 
Girault was one of the heroes of the battle of New Orleans. He was one of the bravest of 
the brave. He was married in 1788 to Miss Mary Spain, who was born in Virginia in 1766, 
and to them were born twelve children, James A. Girault being the fourth inorder of birth. 
Col. John Girault’s parents were Huguenots, and were obliged to flee from France 
on account of religious persecution. The Girault family settled the ‘“ Retreat plantation,” 
near Natchez, some time after John Girault’s marriage, for his eldest child was born there in 
1789. James A. Girault was married on the 30th of November, 1825, to Miss Susan Dun- 
bar, who was born on the [Sth of February, 1S10, and who died at the age of eighty-two 
years. She was a member of the Episcopal church for forty years, but later in life united 
with the Methodist church. She was a conscientious Christian and was loved by all. Three 
of their children are now living, Mrs. Dunean being the fourth child in order of birth. She 
was born at Bellevue, near Natchez, on the 19th of October, 1832, and was educated at Gre- 
nada. Following is a copy of a commission issued to James A. Girault by David Holmes, 
governor of Mississippi territory in S14: 

“Davip Hones, GOVERNOR OF TITRE MISSTSSTPPE TERRITORY, 

To allarho shall see these presents, grecting: Wnow ye that, reposine special trust and confidence in 
the integrity and abilities of James A. Girault, | do appoint him clerk of the supreme court of errors and 
appeals, and do authorize and empower him to execute and fulfill the duties of that oflice according to law; 
and to have and to hold the said office with all the powers, privileges and emoluments to the ‘same of 
right appertaining, from the day of the date hereof, unless the governor of the territory aforesaid, for 
the time being, should think proper to revoke and determine this commission. TIntestimony whereof I 
have caused these letters to be patent, and the seal of the territory to be hereunto atlixed., Given under 
my hand at the townof Washington the 7th day of December, in the year of our Lord, 1514,and the inde 
pendence of the United States of America the thirty-niuth. (Signed.) Davin Hones.” 

James A. Girault came to Tallahatchie county, Miss., at an carly date, settled at old 
Elliott, which was an Indian mission school at that time, and later moved to the place now 
owned by D. L. Holcomb, known as the Bellevue place, Mrs. Girault’s father, who was 
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known as Major Dunbar, died near Natchez, Miss. -‘’o Mr. and Mrs. Duncan were born nine 
children, five of whom are now living: Robert D., engaged in merchandising at Greenwood, 
Miss. ; James M., resides at Vicksburg and is teller in the Delta bank; Annie E., married KR. 
$. Turnage and lives in Memphis, Teun.; Blanton C., is a merchant of Grenada, Miss.; and 
Katie A., who is single and a highly accomplished lady. Those deceased are: Mary, died in 
1852; Nancy Ross, died in 1859; John G., died in 1866; and Susan H., who was the wife of 
Thomas P. Lampkin, died in 1853, leaving two beautiful young daughters, Helen and Elouise. 
Mrs. Duncan is a member of the Methodist church. Mr. Duncan is a democrat in polities 
and is the only one of the older members of the family who voted with that party, they being 
whigs. : 

Gen. John Anthony Quitman (deceased), ex-governor of Mississippi, was born Septem- 
ber 1, 1799, at Rhinebeck, Dutchess county, N. Y., but in early manhood he removed to the 
southern part of the state of Mississippi and died on the-banks of the great river that bears 
that name, where he had made his home for nearly forty years. So true was he to the people 
of his adopted state, and so revered was he by them, that none ever reproached him with 
his Northern birth, nor suspected his fidelity to the interests and institutions of the country 
where he had chosen to make his home and rear his children. Owing to his father’s express 
desire, he began to study for the ministry, and under the able instructions of the former, Dr. 
Frederick Henry Quitman, he was thoroughly drilled in the languages. Dr. Quitman was a 
missionary from Prussia to Cuzacoxa, and later was called to the Lutheran church at Rhine- 
beck, in which his morning services were conducted in German, and the evening services in 
English. After some time Gen. John A. Quitman decided that the study of law had more 
charms for him than the life of a minister offered, and in his twentieth year became a gradu- 
ate of the same. He was educated in that noted institution of learning, Hartwick college, 
New York, and afterward pursued the study of law in Philadelphia, Penn. He then started West 
to make his own way in the world, and as the facilities for traveling at that day were poor 
and his means were limited he walked across the Alleghany mountains in Pennsylvania and 
settled in Chillicothe, Ohio, where he practiced his profession for a short time. He then 
came to Mississippi and settled at Natchez, and here the former student of divinity became 
an able, talented and influential lawyer; an upright and eminent judge: an energetic and 
wealthy planter: a daring soldier and skillful general: an illustrious governor of his adopted 
state, and tinally died an honored member of the United States congress. At the time of his 
settlement in Natchez (1$22) the country was in an undeveloped condition, but here the 
energy of his character, his brilliant intellect and his indomitable push and enterprise soon 
made him a man of mark. “It was,” said his successor in congress, “as a professional man 
and jurist that he made for himself his first and most enviable character. At the bar, always true 
to the honor of bis profession, he was strictly faithful to his client and to the court; to his 
associate as well as opposing council, he was kind, courteous and obliging; toward all the 
members of the profession, pleasant and agreeable in all his relations; and such was his 
known sense of right aud honor, that his advocacy of a cause gave it the merit of justice, which 
usually carried with it success.” In [S27 he was elected to the State legislature; the following 
year was made chancellor, and presided in the court of equity for three years. In 1839 he 
was again invested with the ermine for a time, being elected judge of the bigh court of errors 
and appeals, and during this time made an enviable record for himself for sound judgement, 
fairness and legal knowledge. As a member of the state constitutional convention in 1833, he 
fully understood the requirements of his state, and as his mind was clear and concise, his 


style of speaking logical, ornate and convincing, he did yaluable service while a member of 
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that body. In 1835 he was elected to the state senate, and being chosen its president became, 
by virtue of his office, the governor of the state of Mississippi, and so continued for some 
months. In his message as governor in 1536 he advocated a liberal system of education for 
the people, as well as other notable and worthy measures, and as his reasons for his convic- 
tions were always clear and well defined, they carried due weight. In 1836, when Texas was 
struggling to achieve her independence, he repaired thither to offer his services and although 
he saw but little fighting he had many thrilling adventures, which served as a good schooling 
for his subsequent illustrious military career. Doing everything well that he undertook, he, 
in his early career, gave promise of the martial spirit and aptitude for military affairs for 
which he afterward became so distinguished. Although prevented by circumstances from 
being with the column which fought the battle of San Jacinto (that ended the war), he ren- 
dered valuable aid to the cause of the Texans. He returned to Mississippi and again ad- 
dressed himself to the varied tasks of civil life, but in 1846 the war with Mexico came up and 
he immediately raised a company and started for the field of action. He commanded this 
company as captain for a short time, then was appointed brigadier-general of volunteers and 
was afterward promoted to the rank of major-general, being in command of the Palmetto 
regiment. He was first under Taylor and then under Scott, and in many memorable 
battles he shared the glories of those noted generals. He was under one in the battle of 
Monterey and marched with the victorious eagles of the other from Vera Cruz to the city of 
Mexico; during which campaign he was in many daring exploits. On the morning of Sep- 
tember 13, 1847, his division assaulted the castle of Chapultepec. Dashing across the plain 
they carried the batteries that they found on their route, forced their way up the side of the 
steep hill on which that ancient fortress stood, in the face of a destructive fire, and having 
gained the summit, united in a grand assault upon the castle. It was carried and 
with it was secured the key to the city of Mexico. In the afternoon of that day Gen. 
Quitman led his division in an attack on the Belen gate, which they carried at the point of 
the bayonet in the face of a most destructive fire, and his troops were the first within the 
city walls. A red silk handkerchief was raised on his sword and was the first American flag 
to float in that city. He received the surrender of the citadel and was appointed by Gen. 
Scott governor of the city. For his distinguished services the congress of his country voted 
him a sword, and never was testimonial more richly merited by man. 

At the close of this war General Quitman laid down his arms forever, and Pete to 
Mississippi, where, as a mark of love and respect, he was elected in November, 1549, governor 
of the state, his majority being very large. He was installed in cffice in January, 1850. Five 
years later he was elected to the lower house of congress, where he was placed at the head of 
the committee on military affairs, and while discharging the duties of this position was called 
from life. He had carried out the trusts laid upon his shoulders by the public with ability 
and fidelity, and he was ever found firm, inflexible and fearless in the performance of whatever 
he believed to be his duty, and to many of the great designs that were projected during his 
time he lent valuable aid. He took a prominent part in many measures that promoted his 
country’s welfare, and in the performance of his duty added new luster to his country’s flag 
and vigorously maintained her honor. He stamped his impress deeply upon the institutions 
of his state, was in every respect the poor man’s friend, the defender of the oppressed, and it 
may with truth be said that he had not lived in vain. In the year 1820, while a resident of 
Ohio, he was made a Mason,and after his removal to Natchez he joined Harmon lodge No. 1, 
being elected three years later grand marshal of the grand lodge, and in 1824, master of 
Harmony lodze, attuining to the degree of royal arch. Assiduous in every department of 
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Masonry, he was a member of Natchez council No. 1., of the royal and select masters, and 
upon his return from Mexico in IS48 he received the Thirty-third degree of Masonry in 
Charleston, 8. C. At the same time he became an inspector-general, he was made an honor- 
ary member of the grand lodge of South Carolina and the same honor was paid him by the 
grand lodge of New York. He wielded a widespread influence in everything to which he 
devoted his attention, and this influence was used for the good of his state, country, and for 
the different towns which had been named in his honor. In 1S2- he was married to Miss Eliza 
Turner, a native of this county and a daughter of Henry Turner, who was born in Fairfax 
county, Va.; was an extensive planter and when quite young died on his estate. Mrs. Quit- 
man was a most beautiful and accomplished lady, fitted to shine in any society, and to her 
belonged the distinction of being chosen as the partner of General La Fayette at a ball given 
in honor of the latter at Natchez, on the occasion of his visit to that place. To the General 
and Mrs. Quitman were born eleven children, three of whom are now living: Mrs. Dunean, 
Mrs. Lovell and Mrs. Ogden. Mrs. Lovell’s husband, W. 5. Lovell, was a naval officer and 
was a member of the expedition that went in search of Dr. Kane in the Arctic regions, after- 
ward making another expedition to that region. Rosalie (Mrs. Duncan) lives on the old 
estate adjoining Natchez, was married in 1861 to W. P. Duncan, who was born in Pennsyl- 
vania and died in 1862. In 1825 General Quitman purchased the magnificent property near 
Natchez, and here erected a stately home. The park and grounds contain seventy-five acres, 
and bear many marks of his taste and habits. During his lifetime it was the resort of states- 
men, scholars and all notable people who visited Natchez, and in this abode of refinement and 
good taste he dispensed hospitality with true Southern gallantry, and with the courtly man- 
ners of a gentleman of the old school. This fine old typical Southern mansion is still the home 
_of Mrs. Dunean, his daughter. During the Civil war the Tederal soldiers were quartered on 
the place and the officers were stationed in the house. In personal appearance the General 
was five feet ten inches in hight, his complexion was florid, his eyes a keen clear gray, and 
although rather slender, he was well knit and strong. In character he was generous, free 
and frank, and as he was keenly alive to the sufferings and misfortunes of others, no one ever 
appealed to him in vain for aid or consolation. He was always the friend and adviser of 
young men, and many men who are living at the present time owe their prosperity and start 
in life to his encouragement and the fatherly interest he took in their welfare. His mother 
was Elizabeth Hueck, daughter of the governor of the island of Cuzacoxa, and a native of 
Holland. She and her husband died in Rhinebeck, after having become the parents of seven 
children, of whom General Quitman was the fourth. : 

J. S. Duncan, whose postoffice address is Pontotoc, Miss., was born in Pontotoe county 
in 1840. He is a son of John F. Duncan, a native of Franklin county, Ala., who was born in 
1812. He first married a Miss Brotherton, in 1830. To them were born four children. 
Sarah F. Cole, who married John F. Dunean, was born in Tuscola, Ala., in 1520, and was his 
second wife. They were married in Pontotoc county in 1836, and Mr. Duncan engaged in 
planting, and in the grocery trade at Bridgeport, Miss. He was a man of considerable polit- 
ical influence. He served Pontotoc county as a member of the board of supervisors, for four 
years, and was also state magistrate. As far back as 1800 he was elected to represent Ita- 
wamba county in the state legislature. Mr. and Mrs. Duncan had nine children, of whom 
three are yet living. In 1860 he married, for his third wife, Miss Carrie Souter, who bore 
him eight children, all of whom are living. He was a member of the Baptist church, and 
always a liberal contributor to churches, schools and all public institutions. He was success- 
ful, as a business min, during the period before and after the war. He died in ISSO. J. S. 
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Dunean began life for himself in [S61, enlisting in the Confederate service uuder Capt. John 
H. Miller, as a private in the First Mississippi volunteers. He was present in engagements 
at Belmont, Shiloh and Corinth, and was with Van Dorn’s command at the capture of Holly 
Springs, Miss., January, |S62.- He was wounded at the battle of Powder Springs, and after 
his recovery was at the fight at Dallas, and in the engagements about Atlanta, and in another 
sharp fight at Brice’s Crossroads. He was captured at Powder Springs, Ga., in 1865, 
and was taken to Camp Chase, Ohio. After his release he went to Richmond, Va., and reén- 
gaged in active service. He took part in the battle of Selma, and in 1564 he returned home. 
He was married in [S66 to Miss K. S. Wells, who was born in South Carolina in 1852. Her 
father, J. S. Wells, was a prominent farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Duncan have three children: 
Vallie L., Ettie T. and Edward FF.) Mr. Dunean has been election commissioner for Pontotoc 
county for eight years. He is the owner of about four hundred acres of laud, about eighty 
acres of which are improved. He is a member of the Pontotoc lodge No. S1, A. F. & A. M., 
and he and his wife are members of the Baptist church. He is a progressive, enterprising 
planter, and man of business, and has done his ful! share toward the furthering of all objects 
tending to the public good. 

Dr. Stephen Duncan (deceased) was a native of the Keystone ‘state, born in Carlisle 
March 4, 1757, and was educated at Dickinson college, in his native city, from which he 
graduated in medicine in 1805. Three years later he came to Natchez, and practiced his 
profession there with marked success for a number of years. He subsequently became very 
extensively engaged in cotton planting, and was one of the largest planters in the South. 
He was one of the most successful and thorough business men In the Union, and from a 
small capital amassed a great fortune, being one of the leading capitalists of the South. He 
was president of the State bank at Natchez during the most prosperous days of Adams 
county, and was a man of strong and vigorous mind, rare sagacity, wonderful ability, great 
enterprise, and was noted for the interest he took in public afairs. He was not alone noted 
for his acumen as a business man. He was a litterateur of more than average attainments, 
and he arose to a prominent position in the first rank of physicians. He was twice married, 
first, to Miss Margaret Ellis, a descendant of one of the prominent pioneer families of Adams 
county, and after her death, or in 1519, he was married to Miss Catherine Bingaman, a very 
intelligent and refined lady, who was born at Natchez in February, 1S0O1, and who died October 
1, IS6S. She was a sister of the lamented and distinguished Col. Adam L. Bingaman, who 
graduated with high honors in belles-lettres from Harvard college, and who became one of 
the wealthiest planters of Adams county. He was born.in 1793, and died about 1867. His 
wife was a Miss Julia Murray, the dauthter of a celebrated Unitarian clergyman of Boston. 
Colonel Bingaman was the acknowledged leader of the democratic party for many years, and 
was a member of the legislature with Hon. 8S. S. Prentiss, who was perhaps his only superior 
in the state as a debater and politician. Mr. Bingaman was a man of rare qualifications for 
a popular leader, being gifted by nature in mind and personal appearance (which was most 
dignified and commanding), with a polished education and fascinating manners; he was a 
natural orator. Dr. Duncan continued to reside at Natchez until 1863, when he removed to 
New York, and there his death occurred January 29, 1867. 

The history of the medical profession of Yazoo county would be incomplete without a 
sketch of RK. L. Dunn, M. D., of Yazoo city, Miss., who has been a leader among his brethren 
in the science for more than thirty years. In reviewing his life from the beginning, it is 
found that he was born in Adams county, Miss., October 7, 1835, and is the eldest of a family 
of nine children. His parents were David and Lavinia G. (Glassburn) Dunn, natives of Mis- 
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sissippi. The father was born in the year 1800, and was-reared to the occupation of plant- 
ing, Which he followed all his life. He was a man of moderate means, and devoted his life 
to his family and to the education of his children. He died in 1868, his wife surviving him 
until ISS! She was sixty-three years old at the time of her death. The paternal grand- 
father of the Doctor was Richard L. Dunn, a native of Ireland, and one of the earliest set- 
tlers of Adams county, Miss. Dr. Dunn was educated at Centenary college, being graduated 
in ISo6. After leaving his literary studies, he began his professional work, and was gradu- 
ated from the medical department of the University of Louisiana in 1559. He located at. 
the head of Honey island, in Holmes county, Miss., where he entered at once into practice. 
His health failing him, he left that point, and came to Yazoo county. When there was a 
‘all for the brave and fearless men to go out in defense of their country, he enlisted in [861, 
in the Kighteenth Mississippi regiment, of the Confederate army, but was not permitted to 
go into the service, on account of his failing strength. Net to be defeated in his patriotic 
impulse, he waited until 1862, and then applied to Capt. John M. Clark, who was raising a 
company in Yazoo county at Yazoo city. and was accepted. The company was attached to 
the Forty-sixth Mississippi regiment, and he was appointed assistant surgeon, which office he 
filled until the close of the war. He was with Johnston on his retreat from Chattanooga to 
Atlanta, and was also in the siege of Vicksburg. He started with Hood on his campaign 
through Tennessee, but was left in charge of the wounded on the battlefield of Altoona, Ga.. 
where he was still staying at the time of the surrender. In 1865 he returned to his home, 
broken in health and fortune. But with the zeal and courage of the true Southerner, he 
went to work, and to-day the ravages of war are no longer visible in his path. In March, 
1866, he was united in marriage to Miss Stella W. Gibson. a daughter of Tobias Gibson, one 
of the most favorably known citizens of Natchez, Miss. Mrs. Dunn is the mother of two 
children: Stella, and Claude G., who is in school at Clarkville, Tenn. In November, of the 
year he was married, Dr. Dunn resumed his medical practice in Yazoo city, where he has 
done a large and successful business. He is a close student, a wide reader, and fully alive 
to the demands of the times. He believes there is no excellence without great labor, and the 
proficiency which he has attained is due to this conviction. In the midst of his busy life he 
finds time to direct the cultivation of a large plantation, and also owns a handsome residence 
in Yazoo city. He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal chureh. He 
belongs to Yazoo lodge No, 42, A. F. & A. M., and to Magnolia commandery No, 2, K. T., 
Vicksburg, Miss., being past high priest of Royal Arch chapter No. 5, of Yazoo city. In 1SS9 
he was grand representative of his lodge to the grand lodge of Mississippi, and for many 
years was worshiptul master of his lodge. He is a member of the I. O. O. F., and has arisen 
to the position of noble grand and chief patriarch of the encampment. He is past chancellor 
of Yazoo city lodge No. 28, and is wedical examiner of section 441, K. of P. He is past 
dictator and medical examiner of Yazoo city lodge No. 1936, K. of H. He was a charter 
member, and elected first chief officer of both the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of 
Honor. 

David J. Dunn, Yazoo city, Miss., was born September 22, 1844, in Yazoo county, Miss., 
where he has passed the greater portion of his life. He is a son of David Dunn, whose his- 
tory appears in the sketeh of Dr. R. L. Dunn. He received his education in his native 
county, but his opportunities in this direction were cut short by the late Civil war, and he 
abandoned the schoolroom for the battlefield. He enlisted in ISGL in company C, Forty-sixth 
Mississippi volunteer infantry, tasting all the experiences of military life. He was in the 


engagement af Vicksburg, where he was captured; he soon afterward rejoined his command 
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at Enterprise, Miss., and was in tht retreat through Georgia. In 1863 he was paroled to the 
naval department of Mobile bay, and remained there until the surrender. He then returned 
to his home and engaged in agriculture. In 1866 he began his career as 2 hardware 
merchant, and has met with marked success. He carries a stock of $3,000, and does a good, 
profitable business. He owns a handsome residence in Yazoo city, and some other valuable 
real estate there. He was married in 1873 to Miss Anna Gibson, a daughter of L. Z. Gibson. 
Mrs. Dunn was born in Mississippi, as was also her father. Mr. Dunn and wife have had 
born to them three children: Richard L., David G. and Charles M. The parents are worthy 
members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Dunn has represented the people of Yazoo 
in the oflice of city treasurer, and as a member of the city council, where he has been a faith- 
ful servant. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity. He is a man of quiet and retiring 
manners, attends strictly to his own affairs, and is thoroughly unostentatious. 

Dr. S. R. Dunn, one of the oldest practitioners of Greenville, Washington county, Miss., 
is a native of that county, his birth occurring near Greenville on the 24th of August, 1842. 
He first attended the school of J. Caughey, later other schools in the county, and in 1859 he 
entered Emery and Henry college, Virginia, where he remained until the outbreak of the 
war. In 1861 he returned home, enlisted in the Confederate army, Byrne’s battery from 
Greenville, Miss., as a private. Byrne’s battery after the battle of Shiloh having disbanded, 
he served in R. Cobb’s Kentucky battery until September 1863, when he was transferred to 
the trans-Mississippi department and was appointed lieutenant of cavalry in Captain Broad- 
dus company, Wright’s regiment. He participated in the battles of Shiloh, Farmington, 
bombardment of Vicksburg, battle of Baton Rouge, Hartsville, Murfreesboro, Beach Grove 
and Jackson, Miss. He was captured at Greenville in November, 1863, taken to Camp Mor- 
ton, Ind., thence to Camp Chase, Ohio, and from there to Fort Delaware where he was 
detained twelve months. He was then taken to James river, exchanged, and arrived at 
Richmond on the 10th of March, 1865. He was not again on duty. While at Fort Dela- 
ware he studied medicine under Maj. W. G. Owen, of Morgan’s command, and after coming 
home in the fall of 1865 he went to Philadelphia, where he entered the Jefferson medical 
college, graduating on the 10th of March 1867. The same year he went to Memphis, Tenn., 
began practicing, and was there during the cholera and yellow fever plagues of that year. 
In December of the following year he returned to Greenville and has been in constant prac- 
tice here since, having built up a patronage highly complimentary to his skill and ability as 
a physician. He is considered one of the best surgeons in the delta. His marriage to Miss 
Amanda Rucks, a native of Mississippi, occurred on the 9th of October, 1873, and the result 
of this union has been the birth of four children: Marion Rucks, Samuel R. (died in 1SS4 
at the age of over four years), Harriet Theobald (died in 1SS4 at the age of one year), and 
Lucile. Mrs. Dunn was the daughter of Arthur and Mary Margaret Rucks and the grand- 
daughter of Judge James Rucks, an early settler from Tennessee. Mrs. Rucks was a daugh- 
ter of John K. Yeager, whose brothers were prominent men in the history of the state. Dr. 
Dunn is a member of the I. O. O. F. and his estimable wife holds membership in the Catholic 
church. He is a member of Greenville medical association, Washington county medical 
association, state medical association, of which he was vice president, and the tri-state 
me‘lical association of Mississippi, Arkansas and Tennessee, of which he has been president. 
He is also a member of the American medical association and the American public health asso- 
ciation of the United States and Canada. The Doctor is tall, measuring six feet three and 
three-quarters inches in hight, is well proportioned, and a fine-looking man. He was third 
in a family of fifteen children born to Dr. 8S. R. and Bettie Aun (McAlister) Dunn, but only 
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two besides our subject now living: Thomas K., an attorney in Nevada county, Ark., and 
Salhe, wife of Mr. Pond of Meyersville. The parents were natives of Pennsylvania and 
Louisiana respectively. The mother was the daughter of Thomas McAlister, Sr., who resided 
at Water Proof, Tensas parish, La., and who was a brother of Mrs. Harriet B. Blan- 
ton, subsequently Mrs. Theobald. The paternal grandfather, Rev. Thomas K. Dunn, was a 
prominent physician of Philadelphia, where he resided for many years but later in life came 
to Mississippi and resided at Greenville with his son (father of Dr. S. R. Dunn, Jr.) until his 
death in 1853. He was a close student of medicine, and on his arrival here he continued 
to practice his profession, but at the same time did not neglect bis ministerial duties. The 
maternal great-grandfather, Captain McAlister, was in the British army and was captured 
at the battle of Bunker hill by the colonial forees. After the war he located in Georgia. 
Dr. S$. R. Dunn, Sr., graduated at Jefferson medical college about the same time with Prof. 
S. D. Gross and afterward went to Cincinnati, where he- practiced in the hospitals during 
an epidemic of cholera. Some time after this he went to Kentueky, remained there a short 
time and then went by flatboat to the present site of Greenville, where he was induced to 
locate. He was thus perhaps the first physician in Washington county. He bought land 
that later became the site of old Greenville. In 1838 he was married to Miss Bettie Ann 
McAlister, who was of an extensive and prominent family. He remained in Washington 
county until his death in 1860, which was caused by a septic wound received while holding 
a post-mortem examination on a woman who had died from puerperal fever. He was partial 
to the Episcopal church. He was a member of the Masonic order, affiliated with the whig 
party, and had been a member of the state legislature. He also had the nomination for con- 
gress but made no effort for the office. He was a member of the levee commissioners and an 
active promoter of the first levees of this county. He was a member of the A. F. & A. M. 
Mrs. Dunn received her final summons in 1861, about a year after the death of her husband. 
She was a devoted member of the Episcopal church. 

Dr. H. T. T. Dupree is a physician of much merit, and in the interests of humanity he 
is a diligent worker and faithful in the discharge of every duty. He was born in Virginia 
onthe 11th of March, 1822, the seventh of nine children born to Henry and Rebecea (Francis, 
Dupree, the former a native of Greenville county and the latter of Southampton county, Va. 
The Duprees were French Huguenots, and came to the United States during the early set- 
tlement of the colonies. Henry Dupree was a soldier of the War of 1812, but in addition 
to being a planter by occupation, he was also engaged in railroad building and helped to 
build the first railroad in Virginia from Wilmington to Petersburg, and from Garysburg to 
Norfolk. He was an expert bridge builder, and whenever an important piece of work was 
to be done the contract was usually awarded him. He also erected the first ginhouse in 
Virginia and operated the tirst ginstand, purchasing all the cotton brought to his stand, at 
which he made a great deal of money. He died in West Tennessee in 1560. Dr. H. T. T. 
Dupree attended the common schools of Virginia, North Carolina and West Tennessee, 
up to the age of nineteen years, then began studying medicine with an elder brother, to 
which his father was very much opposed, afterward attending lectures in the Botanic Med- 
ical college of Memphis, Tenn., from which he graduated, the time speut in preparing for 
the practice of medicine occupying three years. The two succeeding years were spent in 
practicing, after which he entered the University of Louisville, Ky., where he took one course 
of lectures. Upon first coming to Mississippi he settled at Vernon in Madison county, but 
soon after removed to Raymond, where he remained continuously until the close of the war. 
Immediately succeeding the war he turned his attention to planting, after which he only 
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practiced his profession occasionally. He also opened a mercantile establishment in Ray- 
mond, in 1866, which he successfully conducted until the Ist of January, 1875, at the same 
time operating his plantation, which comprised ten hundred aud forty acres until 1S77, when 
it was increased by four hundred and thirty acres. Three-fourths of his land is open, produc- 
ing on an average, three hundred bales of cotton and four thousand bushels of corn yearly. 
He has a steam cottongin and sawmill for his own use, and is quite extensively engaged 
in raising horses and hogs. He began contracting for county conviet labor in 1886, pays 
the costs and gets the use of the prisoner for his term of sentence and fines. He has one of 
the best improved places in the county, and has a beautiful residence and fine and substan- 
tial outbuildings. He was in the sixty days’ service during the war, at the end of which 
time he returned home and volunteered in the militia. He was afterward released, from 
some unknown source, to go home and practice medicine in the absence of other physicians. 
He has taken no active part in polities since 1875. He was married in [S59 to Miss Lizzie 
“airchild, a native of Hinds county, by whom he has two children: John and Emma. The 
mother of these children died in 1563, the Doctor’s second marriage taking place the follow- 
ing year, Miss Maggie Herring, a native of Hinds county, becoming his wife, who died in 
1878S, after having borne him three children: Samuel F., Thomas H. and Willie; the last died 
in 1878. On the Sth of March, ISS81, he was married to Miss P. C. Yellerly, of Madison 
county, but the two children which were ‘borne to their union are deceased. Four members 
of the family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. The Doctor is a member of 
the A. F. & A. M. 

The father of Dr. William W. Durden, planter, Lexington, Miss., John A. Durden, 
was born in Warren county, Miss., about 1825, and his grandfather, Anthony Durden, was a 
native of Tennessee. The latter came to Mississippi at an early day, and although he started 
out a poor boy, he became quite wealthy as a merchant and planter. He was well educated, 
and became one of the prominent men of Warren county. His son, John A. Durden, was 
born in Warren county, and there grew to manhood, and was there married to Miss M. C. 
Selser, daughter of George Selser, a prominent planter of that county. Mr. Durden moved 
to Holmes county in 1855, engaged in planting in the western part of Holmes county, and 
there reared his family. He held many prominent positions of trust in the county. His 
death occurred in Lexington on the 24th of December, ISS9. His wife was an active worker 
in her church, and was a woman of earnest, Christian character. Their family consisted of 
three sons and seven daughters, all of whom grew to mature years. Dr. William W. Dur- 
den, one of the above mentioned children, was born in Warren county, Miss., on the 25th of 
March, 1845, but was principally reared and educated in Holmes county. In [S62 he joined 
the Confederate army -- Thirty-eight Mississippi infantry, company A--as a private, 
when but a dad of seventeen, and served until the close of the war. He was in 
the battle of Harrisburg, siege of Vieksburg, and was taken prisoner at the last- 
named place, but was shortly afterward paroled. He then joined Torrest’s cavalry, and 
served with that until cessation of hostilities. He afterward returned to Lexington, studied 
medicine with Dr. Gadberry, and took his first course of lectures at the University of Phila- 
delphia, in S67 and IS6S. He then took private instruction and completed his course the 
following year, graduating in the spring of 186%. Returning to Holmes county he prae- 
ticed there for some time, and in IS72 took a course of lectures in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, New York city, graduating in that year. After this he was in active practice 
in Lexington for ten years, was very suecessful, but gave it up in ISS2. He has been 
engaged in planting since 1874, and for ten years has been one of the largest planters of the 
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county. He owns about fifteen thousand acres in LeFlore, Tallahatchie and Carroll counties, 
and has about three thousand four hundred acres under cultivation. He isone of the largest tax- 
payers in LeFlore county. He owns some real estate on Lookout mountain, and has a residence 
there. Dr. Durden is an active politician, has served as chairman of the democratic central 
committee, and has held local positions in the county. He was married at Sidon, LeF lore 
county, on the 22d of September, 1S72, to Miss Sallie S. Robinson, daughter of Col. J. 5. 
Robinson, formerly of Claiborne county, Miss. Colonel Robinson was a very prominent planter 
and was a great friend of Governor Humphreys. He died in 1579 and left a large estate. 
Mrs. Durden was an only daughter. She was born and reared in LeF lore county, and was a 
graduate of Nazareth academy, Kentucky. Dr. and Mrs. Durden are the parents of four 
living children: Adele, a eraduate of Nazareth academy; Marie and Mamie attending school 
at that academy and Eula, a miss of six years. They lost their only son, Willie R., on the 
Ist of January, 1S91, when four years of age. The Doctor and family are members of the 
Catholic church. Dr. Durden spends the summer months with his family at his residence 
on Lookout mountain. 

R. W. Durfey, one of the leading liverymen in the city of Jackson, Miss., is a native of 
Washington county, of this state, where he was born in 1555, the fourth child born to R. W. 
and Eliza (Askew) Durfey, both of whom were born in the Old Dominion, and came to Mis- 
sissippi when young, the former settling in Washington county, where he engaged in planting. 
In 1858 he moved to Yazoo county, and in 1862 became a resident of Madison county, where 
he resided until his death in IS78, his wife having previously passed from life in IS67. RK. 
W. Durfey was reared in Yazoo and Madison counties, and upon first starting out to make 
his own way in the world he acted as clerk in a railroad office, after which he was on the road 
in different capacities, and finally became conductor ou the Illinois Central railroad from 
1875 to 1882. He then successfully conducted a livery stable at Canton until 1859, when he 
came to Jackson and erected his large stable, which is 50x220 feei, the largest in the state of 
Mississippi and fully stocked. It is finely equipped with carriages, buggies, ete., and his 
horses, of which he has about fifty, are kept in excellent condition, and are always ready for 
use. He has land to the amount of about one thousand acres, one plantation being in Hinds 
county and the other in Madison county, and on the former he raises large numbers of horses 
and mules annually, and also makes a specialty of raising Shetland pomes. His stable in 
Jackson is a fine brick structure, substantially erected, and is under the management of a 
man who is capable, intelligent and honorable, attributes which are essential to a good repu- 
tation as a business man. He is a stockholder in the Jackson bank, and socially is a member 
of the A. F. & A. M. and the K. of H.) In 1577 Mr. Durfey was married to Miss Johnson, 
daughter of Captain Johnson, of Holmes county, and by her is the father of one son and four 
daughters: Lena, Nannie, Bettie, Minnie Bell and James Caldwell. Mar. Durfey and his wife 
are attendants and members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Col. Samuel M. Dyer, a leading merchant of Benton, Miss., was born in Albemarle 
county, Va., in 1839, and is the fourth of a family of seven children born to Francis B. and 
Sallie (Gassaway) Dyer. The father was a native of Albemarle county, Va., and the mother 
came from Maryland. The paternal grandfather was an Englishman, who settled in Albe- 
marle county in his eighteenth year, and died on the place where he had settled in his eighty- 
fifth year. The father was an attorney at law, and stood high in his profession. He was 
also a Mason of high rank; he died in 1540, and the mother passed away at Richmond, Va., 
in 1883, in her eighty-third year. They were the parents of seven children, five of whom 
lived to maturity, but only two of whom survive: Celia A. is the wife of W. 'L. Staples; a 
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commission merchant of Richmond, Va.; and Samuel M., the subject of this biographical 
sketch. Col. Dyer spent his early life in Virginia; he was educated at the Episcopal 
high school near Alexandria, Va., and at the age of fifteen years he began merchandising at 
Scottsville, Va., where he remained six years. From this point he went to Richmond, and in 
1855 came to Benton, Yazoo county, Miss. He was first employed as a clerk, and occupied 
the same position until the breaking out of the war; he then enlisted in company D, Third 
Mississippi volunteer infantry, which company he raised, and of which he was elected captain 
by acclamation. He was in General Loring’s division of the Army of Tennessee, and served 
through the entire war. He took part in the engagements at Vicksburg, Barker’s creek, 
Jackson, and in all the battles around Atlanta, and the engagement at Peach Tree creek. 
He was with Johnston on his expedition from Dalton, Ga., and was under Hood. During a 
gallant charge at the battle of Franklin, Tenn., he was shot in the ankle, which necessitated 
the amputation of his right foot. He was taken prisoner and sent to Camp Chase, Ohio, 
where he was held until June 16, 1865. Upon the reorganization of the army in 1862 he 
was elected major of his regiment, and was promoted by degrees to the oflice of colonel. 
When peace was declared he returned to Yazoo county, and for four years immediately after 
the war he was sheriff; he was removed from office by Governor Ames. He then began the 
mercantile business in Benton, which he has carried on with such marked suecess since that 
time. He has a line of dry goods and plantation supplies, all of which are well selected. 
He owns about one thousand acres of land in different tracts, six hundred acres being under 
cultivation. He has always taken an active part in the politics of the county, and is fre- 
quently a delegate to political conventions. Colonel Dyer was married in 1866 to Miss Mary 
R. Grayson, a daughter of William S. and Latitia E. (Reed) Grayson. Mrs. Grayson’s 
father, Thomas B. Reed, was United States senator from Mississippi. William J. Grayson, 
the father of Mr. Dyer, was a profound and scholarly man, and was the author of works 
theological and philosophical. Miss Mary R. Grayson was renowned for her beauty and her 
rare intellectual attainments, and was universally beloved. Colonel and Mrs. Dyer are the 
parents of three children: Mary wife of John E. Cooper, a hardware merchant of Greenville. 
Tex.; William Grayson and Latitia E.,a student at college in Port Gibson. Our worthy 
subject and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Colonel Dyer takes 
an active interest in church work, and is superintendent of the Sabbath-school. He has given 
generously to the support of public enterprises, and is acitizen highly esteemed for all his 
sterling traits of character. 
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NE of the prominent men of Leake county, and among those who have resided in the 
county for the long period of nearly half a century, is Col. Joseph D. Eads, attorney, 
who first made a settlement at Carthage, this county, in 1843. Previous to this he 

had read law and had been admitted to the bar, in Indiana, in 1840. After locating here 
Yolonel Eads began practicing his profession, and with marked success, until within the last 
few years, when he practically retired, although he still keeps his office. He has never taken 
an active part in polities, but he has, however, held several local offices of trust and honor, 
and is the present mayor of Carthage. He is a prominent member of the Masonic order, and 
is master of Pearl river lodge No. 105, having served in that capacity for a number of years. 
He is also a member of the chapter and council, and has served as high priest of the former. 
He has represented his lodge in the grand lodge of the state a number of times. Colonel 
Eads was married in Leake county, in 1846, to Miss Callie Harper, daughter of Logan 
Harper, one of the early settlers of this county. Mrs. Eads was born in Tennessee, but was 
reared in Leake county, Miss. One child has been born to this union, Callie, who is the wife 
of W. H. Colbert, one of the wealthy merchants of Mississippi, now residing at Utica, Hinds 
county. In 1850 Colonel Eads was married to his second wife, Miss Margaret J., daughter 
of James Treadwell. Mrs. Eads was born in Walton county, Ga., but was reared in Calhoun 
county, Ala. Her death occurred in 1SS9. She was a most estimable lady, a true and faith- 
ful wife for nearly forty years, and died as she had lived, respected and esteemed by every- 
one. There were three children born to this union: Josie, wife of 5. D. MceGaughy, a 
merchant of Whitewright, Grayson county, Tex.; Ellen, wife of F. M. Triplett, a merchant of 
Canton, Miss., and Mageie, wife of O. A. Luckett. a prominent lawyer of Carthage. Colonel 
Eads is a native of West Virginia, born in Monroe county on the 23d of March, 1517, and at 
this writing is in his seventy-tifth year, a hale, hearty, active man. His father, William L. 
Fads, was also a native of Virginia, where he married Miss Elizabeth Douglass, mother of 
subject. The father followed farming in his native state, reared his family there, and there 
received his final summons, dying full of years and honors in 1S71, at the age of ninety years. 
He was an active and prominent member of the Methodist chureh. The Colonel's paternal 
grandfather, Samuel ads, was born on the eastern shore of Maryland, February 22, 1732, 
but was of English parentage. He and the maternal grandfather, Henry Douglass, served 
in the Revolutionary war. Colonel Eads has been a member of the Methodist church since 
about the age of twenty-one, and*has always been active in church work. He is strictly 
temperate in his habits and attributes bis good health principally to that. He never drinks 
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liquor of any kind and is even prejudiced against tea and coffee. He is a powerfully built 
man, and although his hair and beard, which are quite white, give him a venerable appear- 
ance, he 1s still strong and vigorous. : 

Thomas W. East, merchant, miller and farmer, is the senior member of the firm of 
Thomas W. East & Sons of Red Star, Miss., and resides nine miles northwest of Brookhaven, 
Miss. He was born in Lincoln county (then Copiah county) April 13, 1834, a son of Joel 
and Catherine (Lofton) East. His father was a native of Kentucky and son of Talton East, 
a native of South Carolina, and his wife, who was Miss Zilpha Walker. His mother was born 
in Mississippi and they were married in Franklin county in 1833. Talton East emigrated 
from Kentucky, by way of the Mississippi river, to Natchez, and thence to six miles north of 
Clinton, La., in the spring of 1809, Joel East was the sixth in a family of seven children, 
and his wife was the sixth in a family of eight children. The latter is deceased,.and her 
remains lie in Friendship cemetery in Lincoln county. After her death, Mr. East married 
Mrs. Zilla Pitman, who is also dead. Although a prominent planter of Copiah county, he 
‘lived on what is known as the Jackson and Liberty road, seventeen and one-half miles south 
of Gallatin, where for many years prior to his death he kept a public house for the entertain- 
ment of horse and mule drivers from Kentucky and Tennessee, en route to and from different 
portions of Louisiana, and the general through travel to the capital and various sections of 
the North and South before the construction of the South Carolina railroad. The subject of 
our sketch received his education in the common schools near his home, and was the eldest 
in a family of thirteen children. In 1556 he married Miss Kizziah East, who was born in 
Copiah county, Miss., in August, 1853, the sixth in the family of seven children of Isaac and 
Margaret (Smith) East. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. East have had four children born to them. 
Marion B. died in infancy, and is buried on the home place. William T. was born May 23, 
1866, and is a partner in the firm of Thomas W. East & Sons, and postmaster at Red Star. 
In politics he isa democrat, having cast his first presidential vote for President Cleveland. 
He was married April, 1890, to Miss Jessie M. King, who was born in 1873. James W. was 
born October 4, 1567, and is a member of the firm above mentioned, and holds the office of 
assistant postmaster. He is a democrat and also cast his first presidential vote for Cleveland. 
Albert E. died at the age of eleven years, and is buried in the home burying-ground. The 
subject of our sketch was a whig from the age of twenty-one to the presidential election of 
1856, and as the Whig party put forward no candidate at that time, he voted for Millard 
Fillmore. At the election of 1S60 he voted for Bell and Everett. He voted against seces- 
sion in 1861. In 1876 he east his vote for Samuel J. Tilden, and in 188+ for Grover Cleve- 
land and again for Cleveland in 1888. He was strongly opposed to the secession of the 
states, but when he saw that war was inevitable, he naturally decided to east his lot with his 
neighbors, friends and relatives of the South. He volunteered in the Confederate army in 
1862. He was first stationed at Camp Moore, and went thence to Port Gibson, where he 
remained about two months, going from there to Port Hudson, where he was taken sick and 
removed to a hospital at Clinton, La. There he remained until October 12, 1862, when he 
was discharged and came home. In February, 1863, he was elected to fill the unexpired 
term of W. D. Brown, who had died, as justice of the peace. In the following November he 
was elected to the same office for a full term. He did not reénlist in the Confederate army, 
but served the Southern cause as a traveling agent for the hospital at Brookhaven, gathering 
supplies for the sick and wounded soldiers, at the same time acting as assistant agent for 
caring for the soldiers’ widows and children in Copiah county. After the war he resumed 
planting, and in 1571, built a watermill with the operation of which he combined the business 
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of corn production and cotton-ginning, and since that time has done an extensive business in 
the last named department (cotton-ginning). On account of the scarcity of water in 1885, 
he replaced his waterpower by steampower, which has enabled him greatly to increase his 
ginning capacity. He began merchandising in 1884 and has met with continued success. 
Red Star was then known as East’s mills precinct. ‘he postoffice was established in 1SS5 
under its present name, with William T. East as postmaster, and his brother James was assistant 
postmaster. Mrs. East died October 7, 1887, and was buried on the home place. She had long 
been adevout Methodist, to which church her husband also belongs. Mr. East and his sons are 
strong prohibitionists and fired the first cannon that opened the local option campaign in Lincoln 
county,in 1586. He isa manof great public spirit, and has the welfare of his town, county and 
state at heart. His support of churches, schools, and charitable and beneficial interests generally 
has been liberalin the extreme. His business qualifications areof the highest order, and he is 
recognized as one of the leading merchants and business men of this part of the state, and it may 
be said that his sons inherit in a marked degree histalent for commercial management. Though 
in no ordinary sense of the term a politician, he takes a deep interest in, and is exceedingly well 
informed upon, all questions of public moment, and his influence is felt none the less because 
it is exerted quietly, nor is it the less beneficial because he is a helpful, earnest citizen, and 
not a professional place hunter. 

The man who is the subject of this sketeh, Col. Hiram Eastland, was born in Lincoln 
county, Tenn., in 1829, and moved to Hinds county, Miss., in 1836 with his parents, where 
he remained one year. In 1837 he located in Hillsboro, where he grew to maturity. Colonel 
Kastland’s father, Capt. Alfred Eastland, was a native of Spartanburg, S. C., and was born 
in 1806. He removed to Madison county, Ala., where he married Miss Eliza Petty. About 
1828, he located in Middle Tennessee, from there remoyed to Scott county, Miss., and died in 
Waco, Tex., where he was visiting a son in the year 1570. Col. Hiram Eastland was married 
in Scott county, to Miss Bettie Smith,a daughter of John J. Smith, who was a native of 
North Carolina, and one of Scott county’s pioneer settlers, being one of the very first to clear 
out a place for a home in the wilderness, and becoming one of its prominent men. He took 
a keen interest in the general welfare of the county. He was the first sheriff of Scott county, 
and took an active part in the removal of the Indians from that part of the state of Mississippi. 
After the close of the war, the Colonel removed his business from Hillsboro, Scott county, 
to Forest of the same county, and engaged in the mercantile business in partnership 
with M. D. Graham, and he has been very successful in his venture up to the present time. 
He and his family are members of the Missionary Baptist church. His family consists of 
six living children—three boys and three girls. One son is in business at Meridian, Miss., 
and the other two sons are in Forest, the one a druggist and the other a practicing physi- 
cian. Socially, Colonel Eastland is a Mason of long standing. He is also a member of the 
Knights of Honor. He is a man who ranks high in his county and there are none to whom 
more honor is due. 

Mrs. Lucy M. Eaton, widow of the late James A. Eaton, whose residence is at Haton- 
ville, Perry county, Miss., was born at Monticello, Lawrence county, Miss., January 1, 1853. 
James A. Eaton was born in South Carolina October 3, 1832, and died at his home in Missis- 
sippi October 12, 1858. He came with his parents to Mississippi when quite young, and his 
early life was devoted to planting. At the age of about thirty-five years he began merchandis- 
ing at Monroe, Perry county, Miss. He afterward located at what is now known as Eaton- 
ville, and in his honor the town took its name. He was married January 11, 1852, to Susan 
Hathorn, who bore him four children: Eliza A. (deceased), Susan F. (deceased), James A. 
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(deceased) and Samuel C. Mrs. Eaton died November 19, 1860, and March 28, 1867, Mr. 
Eaton married Fannie H. Barnes, who bore him five children: Van B., Maggie S., William 
E. (deceased), Walter S. and Robert E. Lee. Mr. Eaton’s second wife died June 30, 1S75. 
May 23, 1877, he married Miss Lucy N. Gouvenaux, the subject of this sketch, who is the 
daughter of Charles and Margaret F. (Collins) Gouvenaux. Her father, who was a native 
of France, came many years ago to New Orleans, La., and afterward located near Monticello, 
Miss., in Lawrence county, where he became a newspaper publisher and resided till his 
death. He was a soldier in the Mexican war, and served with great bravery and distinction 
with a rank as first lieutenant. He was the father of two children: Annie C. (deceased) 
and the lady whose name appears. above. After his death his widow married John Hutchins, 
by whom she had four children: George W. (deceased), John J., Jessie B. and Maggie 
(deceased). Mr. and Mrs, Eaton had three children: Mary G., Annie G. and an infant who 
died unnamed. Mr. Eaton was a member of the Masonic order, and a communicant of the 
Baptist church. He was an energetic business man, and his social qualities were such as to 
endear him to all who knew him. He was honest, industrious and liberal-minded and a 
public-spirited man, and did his full share in the development and improvement of his town 
and county. 

Col. Wiliam H. Edmonson was born in Mecklenburg county, Va., in 1817, the eldest 
son of a family of five children raised by Richard H. and Angelina (Ogburn) Edmonson. 
His father was a native of Virginia, dying in that state in 1828. He was a farmer, and the 
names of his children were William H., Charles, James, Edwin and Angelina. Mr. Edmon- 
son’s mother was a daughter of Rev. Charles Ogburn, for fifty years a clergyman, and she 
claimed Virginia as her native state. His brothers, Charles and James, were merchants in 
Virginia, and Edwin was killed during the war. After the death of her first husband Mrs. 
Edmonson married a Mr. Simmons, and died in i575. The early life of our subject was 
passed in Virginia, and he came to Mississippi in 1837, settling at De Kalb, Miss., and in 
April, 1838, came to Jasper county. There he was a merchant and hotel-keeper, and was 
married in 1840 to Malinda Street, a daughter of Solomon Street, who bore him a large 
family of children, of whom they reared eight sons and two daughters: James, Charles, 
Edwin, Solomon, Samuel O., Richard T., William H., Foot L., Angelina, Ora, all of whom 
are dead except four of the sons: Samuel O., who is proprietor of the Gaston house, of 
Enterprise; Foot L., who is a liveryman in the same town; Richard T. and William H., who 
are living in Texas. Colonel Edmonson came to this county in 1859, locating in Enterprise. 
He held the office of sheriff in Jasper county, was mayor of Paulding, was for many years 
justice of the peace, and for six years was county sheriff. In connection with his other 
enterprises he ran a blacksmith shop and a stage route. Since coming to Clarke county, 
where he is a well-known hotel-keeper and merchant, he has held a number of offices, having 
been mayor of Enterprise, one of the justices of peace, and one of the county supervisors, 
president of the board. He was in service in the late war, ranking as major at the camp of 
instruction at Enterprise. He lost three sons in the late war, named James H., Edwin 
and Charles. Before the war he was a whig, but since that time he has been identified 
with the democratic party. He has been connected with business and public interests in 
this section since his settlement, and is numbered among the pioneers of this part of the 
state. Although in his seventy-fifth year, he is one of the county board of supervisors 
now. He is a royal arch Mason, and has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
chureh for forty-five years. 
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One of the most reliable planters and merchants of Kemper county is E. Edwards, of 
Kellis’ Store, Miss., ashort biographical sketch of whom will follow. He was born in Greene 
county, Ala., in 1826, and is a son of Isaac and Ludia (Nail) Edwards. His father was born 
in Virginia, but spent his early life in South Carolina; thence he removed to Greene county, 
Ala., and there married and reared a family of three children: Madison, Julia A., and E., the 
subject of this notice. Isaac Edwards was twice married, the second union being to Lydia 
Nail. She died in ISSI at the advanced age of eighty-nine years. Her native state was 
Georgia. The father of our subject was born in 1790, and he lived until 1545; he died in 
Mississippi, to which state he had removed two years before his death. He was a Mason, a 
member cf the Baptist church and a whig in his polities. He was a good business man and 
accumulated some property. EH. Edwards received his education in the common schools, and 
in 1S49, when he was twenty-three years of age, he engaged in farming on his own account. 
The same year he was united in marriage to Miss Jane Neely, a daughter of Davidand Mary 
Neely, of Kemper county, Miss. Eight children were born of this union: James M., Thomas 
C., Robert L., Mary E., Alice, Augusta, Willie and Maud. The mother died in October, 
1879; she was a native of Mississippi, born in 1852; she belonged to the Baptist church, in 
which she was an earnest worker. Mr. Edwards was married again December 15, 1886, to 
Miss Avie Beasley, a daughter of William and Addie (Lumpkin) Beasley. Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwards are members of the Baptist church. He is an ardent democrat, and belongs both 
to the Blue lodge and the chapter of the Masonic order. As a planter he has been very suc- 
cessful, and now owns fifteen hundred acres of land. He has a large saw, grist and cotton 
mill which he manages most efficiently. In addition to these industries, he oversees a large 
store at Kellis’ Store, where he transacts a profitable business. Having been a resident of 
Kemper county since 1549, he has witnessed a wonderful change and a gratifying growth in 
every direction. He has been a potent factor in all developments and has lent both his aid 
and influence to all enterprises calculated to be of benefit to the public. Mr. Edwards’ fam- 
ily are seattered and are living in various places. Mary E., married George Hanes, and 
resides in Meridian; Alice married Jesse Gully, and lives at Fearn’s Springs; Augusta is Mrs. 
Guy Jack, and is a resident of Scooba, Miss.; Wille married C. B. Dorroh; Maud is at home: 
James M. and Thomas C. are married; Robert L. is single. 

J. M. Edwards, merchant and farmer, Shuqualak, Miss., who is related to some of the 
best old families of Mississippi, is a man whose enterprise, energy and business sagacity 
place him among the state’s most progressive citizens, destined to be long felt as a factor in 
all that constitutes the solid development of her grand possibilities. He was born near 
De Kalb, Kemper county, Miss., in 1850, and was the son of Elisha and Ann Jane (Neeley) 
Edwards, the former born in Alabama, in 1826, and the latter in Clarke county, Miss., in 1829. 
Mrs. Edwards died in 1579, but her husband yet survives. J. M. Edwards became familiar 
with the duties of the farm at an early age, and received his primary education in the com- 
mon schools. He subsequently attended the Summerville school, taught by Gathright, a 
distinguished educator, who came there first in the sixties, and later graduated from East- 
man’s commercial college at Poughkeepsie. After this he embarked in business on his own 
account, and in 1872 the firm of Edwards, Nethery & Co. was established at Shuqualak, 
Noxubee county. After three years the firm was dissolved, and he continued the business 
alone until 1SS6, when he associated with himself his brother, T. C. Edwards, who withdrey 
from the firm in LSSS. For three years after this Mr. Edwards continued an undivided bus 
ness, and then admitted a brother, R. L. Edwards, and C. B. Dorroh, a brother-in-law, to 
the firm, which now does an extensive general merchandising business. Mr. Edwards 
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embarked in the stock business in 1883. He is identified with the substantial development 
of his county, owning some of the finest pure-blood Devon cattle in the South, besides many 
Devon and Jersey grades. On the famous Ballard place, five miles east of Shuqualak, may 
be seen scores of horses and mules, which, together with the adaptation of this magnificent 
property indicate the future promise of the great South as a stock country. Through this 
splendid plantation flows the beautiful Noxubee river. Six miles of wire fence, and as many 
miles of river environ it. This elegant property, as the record shows, was sold since the Civil 
war for the handsome sum of 340,000. Mr.-Edwards also owns and controls four thousand 
additional acres, or a total of seven thousand five hundred acres of the average land in Noxu- 
bee county. His annual production of cotton is about two hundred and fifty bales. Mr. 
Edwards was married in 1551 to Miss Mamie C. Beasley, of Noxubee county, and they 
have had four children: Mary Alice, Bessie Bland, Henry Beasley and Annie Ethel. The 
three eldest survive. Socially Mr. Edwards is one of the most affable, easy and agreeablo 
gentlemen one could wish to meet. Being truly companionable, he is not a character to be 
easily forgotten. 

A successful physician of Oktibbeha county and a planter of considerable experience is 
Dr. J. W. Edwards, of Sturges, Miss., who owes his nativity to Choctaw county, Miss., where 
his birth occurred in 1845. His parents, James H. and Parthenia (Crawford) Edwards, were 
natives of Alabama, the former born in 1820 and the latter in 1824. The elder Edwards was 
reared on the farm, received a limited education, and when old enough to choose his occupa- 
tion in life, very naturally selected that with which he was the most familiar. He removed 
to Mississippi when about twenty years of age and was married in Winston county in 1842 
to Miss Crawford. He and wife then moved to Choctaw county, resided there until 1871, 
and then came to Oktibbeha county, where his death occurred in January, 1885. His widow 
is still living and resides in Sturges. Of the six children born to this union two, Catherine 
and Peter, died in infancy. The others are as follows: Elizabeth (wife of Dr. William J. 
Barron; see sketch), Nancy (deceased), James W. (subject), and Mary Jane (wife of Dr. Will- 
iam Edwards, of Sturges). James H. Edward was a prominent man in his county, was a 
delegate to the convention when the state seceded, and afterward represented the county in 
the legislature (1862-3). During the war he served in the state militia. He was a member 
of the Masonic fraternity. Dr. J. W. Edwards passed his boyhood and youth in Choctaw 
county and had good educational advantages up to the breaking out of the war. In May, 
1861, he entered the Confederate army, company IJ, Fifteenth Mississippi regiment infantry, 
known as Choctaw guards, as a private and served until the close of the war. He was in the 
battle of Fishing creek, Ky., where he was shot through the hip and disabled for about two 
months, and then joined his regiment just in time for the desperate battle of Shiloh. He was 
in the battles of Baton Rouge, Port Hudson, Baker’s creek, siege of Jackson, and through the 
Georgia campaign to Atlanta, where he was captured on the 3d of August, 1864. He was 
taken to Camp Chase, Ohio, retained there eight months and then taken to Richmond, where 
he was exchanged. He was then given a sixty days’ furlough and by the time that expired 
the war had closed. After this he began the study of medicine under Dr. William J. Barron 
and entered the University of Louisiana (now Tulane university), from which he graduated 
in 1871. He began practicing in Oktibbeha county at Whitefield, now Sturges, and in con- 
nection with his practice is now engaged in farming. He is the owner of about eighteen 
hundred acres in this, Choctaw, Winston and Holmes counties, and eultivates about two hun- 
dred acres of this. He is also engaged in raising horses and mules. Miss Lizzie Edwards, 
who became his wife in 1868, was born in Alabama, the daughter of Dr. William Edwards. 
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Her death occurred about a year after her marriage. In 1882 Dr. Edwards married Miss 
Jennie Shropshire, a native of Alabama, born in 1856, and the daughter of Felix and Amanda 
Shropshire, both natives also of that state. Mr. Shropshire moved to Mississippi in 1865. 
Dr. Edwards’ marriage was blessed by the birth of three children—two sons and a daughter: 
Melborne (born September, 1883), James Felix (born July, 1886) and Leland Lewis (the 
daughter, born January, S89). Dr. Edwards entered upon a political career in 1870, was 
nominated for the legislature in ISS7. and in 1890 he was elected to the constitutional con- 
vention. He isa member of Whitefield lodge No. 365, A. F. & A. M., and is a chapter mem- 
ber at Starkville. He is also a member of the Knights and Ladies of Honor at Sturges. 

Thedore A. Eggleston is a native of Lowndes county, where he is now residing, his birth 
occurring here on June 29, 1S41, a son of Edward C. Eggleston, who was born in Hanover 
county, Va. The father came to Mississippi in 1837, and became a wealthy planter and 
merchant of Lowndes county. He was of a kind and generous disposition, was a man of 
more than ordinary intelligence, and for eleven years he was the eflicient and trustworthy 
sheriff of this county, serving from 1857 until the opening of the war, and from the close of 
hostilities until his death, January 5, 1873. In connection with planting and merchandising 
he successfully conducted a hotel and livery stable in Columbus, following these callings for 
about five years. His first purchase of land was eighty acres, about five miles from Colum- 
bus, but he in time became the owner of eight thousand acres. He was married to Miss 
Matilda B. Lea, who died in the year 1863, and by her became the father of seven children: 
John W., Martha J., Sarah, Lemuel R.. Theodore, Thomas L. and Leon M. Theodore A. 
was attending Wesley university, at Florence, Ala., at the opening of the war, but in the 
early part of 1861 he enlisted in the Florence guards of the Seventh Alabama, in which 
regiment he served for twelve months, when he was discharged, and enlisted in the Second 
Forest guards, taking part in the engagements at Harrisburg, Prairie Mound, Athens, Frank- 
lin and Nashville. His regiment was disbanded at Nashville, after which he returned to 
Columbus, where he has ever since resided, with the exception of 1882, when he was in Abe- 
line, in the hotel business. At the end of this time, upon becoming a resident of Columbus, 
he was chief of police for four years, in which capacity he served with credit to himself and 
to the satisfaction of all concerned. He was married, April 22, 1862, to Miss Sarah M. Peoples, 
a daughter of James and Amanda (Bailey) Dudley. To Mr. Eggleston and wife the following 
children have been born: Mary J. (deceased), Lillian (deceased), Theodore, Godwin (deceased), 
Sarah M., William (deceased) and Bishop (deceased). Mr. Eggleston is the owner of a good 
plantation comprising three hundred and twenty-four acres, and is a worthy and upright 
citizen. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, the A. I. & A. M. and the 
democrat party. His brother. Thomas L., was born in this county May 29, 1847, and was 
here given the advantages of the common schools. During the war, as he was too young 
to enter the army, he conducted his father’s business, and_is now the owner of one hundred 
acres of land. He was married, February 12, 1873, to Miss Peoples, by whom he became 
the father of five children: Ernest and Claude, deceased, and Daisy, Maud and Thomas E., 
living. 

The parents of George W. Elliott, planter, Gunnison, Miss., Joseph Warner and Mary 
E. (Bennett) Elliott, were natives of the Empire state, and came to Mississippi about 1530, 
settling on Concordia island, where Mr. Elliott cleared a very handsome place. This is now 
nearly all washed away. He was an active politician, was one of the early probate judges of 
the county, and also held the position of justice of the peace for many years. He had quite 
a fair complexion, was over six feet in hight, and was finely proportioned, His wife died in 
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1879, and he followed her to the grave in 1880. George W. Elliott was born on his father’s 
plantation on Concordia island April 26, 1842, and was the youngest of a family of seven 
children. He grew to manhood there, and remained under the parental roof until the break- 
ing out of the war, when he enlisted in the Confederate army, company E, Twenty-eighth 
Mississippi cavalry, under Captain Mason. He was in all the engavements around Vicks- 
burg, was also in Tennessee, and participated in the battle of Franklin as well as numerous 
skirmishes. He was with a company in Bolivar county at the time of the surrender. After 
the war Mr. Elliott en 
to his present property, one and a half miles from the village of Gunnison, and there cleared 
a tract of eighty acres. He has a pleasant little home, and everything is kept in the best of 
order. He also owns one hundred and twenty acres on Bogue Phalia, which he is now 


gaved in farming for himself on Concordia island, and in 1571 came 


engaged in clearing, and another tract of eighty acres near Marigold, half improved. He has 
business stands on his place and on the Bogue. Mr. Elliott has been twice married, first to 
Miss Ann Arnold, daughter of William Arnold, who was one of the old settlers of Claiborne 
county. She died in 1875, leaving two children, both of whom have since died. His second 
marriage was to Miss Mary E. McGehee, daughter of James McGehee, a native of Tennessec. 
She came to Mississippi with other members of her family in 1872, and four years later was 
married to Mr. Elliott. Four children have been born to this union, only one now living, 
Charles A. Mrs. Elliott is a member of the Methodist church. 

James Wesley Elliott, of the firm of Williams & Elliott, of Magnolia, was a Mississip- 
pian by nativity, and was born in Pike county, July 17, 1854. The Elliott family was among 
the earliest settlers of that county, where they removed from South Carolina in 1812. Wiley 
Elliott, the father of our subject, was born in Pike county, February 20, 1819, and married 
Miss Eleanor C. Barr, a native of Lawrence county, Miss., who was born April 13, 1522. Mr. 
Elliott served in the Confederate cause during the war as a member of the Third regiment of 
Mississippi volunteers. Mrs. Elliott died August 5, 1879, having borne her husband six 
sons and six daughters, of whom James W. Elliott is the sixth in order of birth. Heattended 
the district schools of his neighborhood, and afterward entered the business department of 
the Soule’s college at New Orleans, from which institution he graduated after completing the 
course. In the spring of ISS6 he became associated in business with his brother-in-law, Mr. 
S. B. Williams, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere. Prior to that time he had been in the 
employ of Mr. Williams as a clerk. He is a charter member of the Jefferson Davis lodge 
No. 68, Knights of Pythias at Magnolia, and is a Master Mason. Mr. Elliott is an active. 
thorough-going business man, interested in all public moyements for the advancement and 
improvement of his town, and although he is comparatively young, his success has been such 
as to mark him as a man of more than ordinary ability. 

One of the rising young professional men of Yazoo county is Johu W. Elliott, 
physician and surgeon, Lake City, Miss. He was born in Leake county, Miss., October 
26, 1861, and is the seventh of a family of eight children. His parents are Dr. J. 
C. and Sarah (Crosby) Elhott. Dr. Elliott, Sr., removed to Mississippi from Tennessee 
in 1849, and began the practice of medicine, which he has continued ever since. He 
is one of the oldest practitioners in the county, and has a wide patronage. Dr. John W. J]li- 
ott grew to manhood in Mississippi. He was a student in both the public and private schools, 
and when he had finished his literary education, at the age of nineteen years, he entered the 
medical department of the University of Louisville, Ky. He was graduated from this insti 
tution in 1883, and returned to his home, where he has since been practicing. In addi- 
tion to his professional duties, he finds time to superintend the cultivation of one hundred 
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and twenty-five acres of land. His plantation consists of two hundred and eighty acres. Tu 
1890 he was united in marriaye to Miss Maggie Wise, a native Of Mississippi. He is a meui- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias, taking great interest in the organization. In his polities he is 
democratic, always a stanch supporter of its principles. He is public-spirited, generous in 
his giving, and a man of whom any community might well be proud. He is a success in 
his profession, and with the strength, ambition and ability with which he is possessed is 
sure tomake his way to the very front. 

Dr. Robert Elliott is a wideawake and progressive citizen, and is thoroughly posted and 
up with the times. He was born in the county in which he is now residing, in the month 
of January, 1858, the eldest son of R. T. Elliott, the latter’s father having at one time been 
surveyor and chancery clerk of Hinds county. The Doctor's father was a native of Missis- 
sippi, but his ancestors were from Loudoun county, Va. He was a planter. His mother’s 
maiden name was Ritchie. The Doctor spent about two years in the Sisters’ school of Vicks- 
burg, from which place he entered colleve at Cape Girardeau, Mo., where he remained for 
about five years. He did not finish his course there, but returned home and began working 
on the home plantation with his father, to whom he rendered valuable assistance in many 
ways for about four years. In ISSO he went to New York city and entered Bellevue med- 
ical college, from which institution he graduated. Immediately upon his arrival home he 
opened an office in Edwards and entered upon the practice of his profession, but as be did 
not particularly care for his calling he, at the end of four months, chose the more inde- 
pendent and less laborious occupation of a planter. He is the owner of five hundred 
acres of land, which he is personally superintending, and under his able management this 
land produces two hundred bales of cotton each year and a sufficient amount of corn and hay 
for home use. The Doctor is decidedly progressive in his views and is thoroughly imbued 
with the spirit of progress. He has traveled extensively in the North and East, visiting 
all the prominent resorts and cities of those sections, and being interesied in the education 
of the rising generation, he very much regrets that more of the sons and daughters of the 
South are not educated for teachers, instead of importing educators from the North. The 
Doctor was married in 1SS6 to Miss Minnie Dromgoole, of Hinds county, Miss., and to 
their union two children have been born—-Lu- Mar and an infant. Mrs. Elliott isan earnest and 
worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

The cashier of the Merchants & Planters’ bank of Hazlehurst, Isaac Newton Ellis, was 
born in Copiah county, Miss., in 1849, a son of Hon. Latt Warren and Anna (Roberts) Ellis. 
His father was born in Georgia in 1799, aud his mother first saw the light in Tennessee about 
the year 1809. These two young people went with their parents to Louisiana, where they 
afterward married. In 1823 this couple came to Mississippi, choosing Copiah county for 
their location, and settled in the western part of the county in the midst of the primeval 
forests, and near Pine Bluff, on the Bayou Pierre creek. Here they took up land, improved 
it, and spent the rest of their lives together very happily, till the death of Mr. Ellis, in 
1857, whom his wife followed after a mourning period of six years, passing away in LS65. 
Both of these pioneers were devout Baptists. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis were some of the very 
first settlers in the wilderiiess of Mississippi, which teemed with wild animals and wilder 
Indians. The husband was a hard-working, industrious man, such as the exigencies of the 
time demanded, and became a suceessful farmer: the wife was a brave, loving mother and 
helpmate in the truest sense of the word. As might be expected, when the conditions of the 
times are recollected, only an ordinary education could be obtained by Mr. Ellis, so that we 
may in truth call him a self-made man. He was active in all public affairs, and a most 
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ardent democrat, serving his county several terms as a member of the legislature. He was 
well known and as well respected for his sturdy honesty and integrity. He was one of a 
large family born to George Ellis, who moved from Georgia to Louisiana, locating in 
Washington parish, where he died. Mrs. Ellis’ parents also probably died in this same 
parish, as the two families came there together. Our subject is one of thirteen children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Ellis, in the early Mississippi days, and of this large family only four 
are living: John, amerchant of Hazlehurst, was in the Twelfth Mississippi regiment, army of 
Virginia; Mrs. John R. Robinson; Mrs. Thomas Holliday and our subject, all live at Hazle- 
hurst. Four of the thirteen children laid down their young lives in the Confederate cause, 
during the late bitter struggle, namely: Capt. George W., who was a captain in the 
Western army for a time, but whose brave spirit was not content with such inactive service, 
and resigning his captaincy, he joined the army of Virginia and was killed at the battle of 
Spottsylvania courthouse, May 12, 1864; Thomas B., who was killed near Petersburg, Va., in 
1863; Benjamin F., who died at home during the war while a member of Roberts’ artil- 
lery, and William C., also, when quite young, went into the war in the cavalry service. He 
died at home toward the latter part of the war. Our subject was brought up on his father’s 
plantation and went to school till he was sixteen years of age, when he served in the 
militia during the last year of the war. When peace came, he attended the Cumberland 
university at Lebanon, Tenn. After this he clerked and became a bookkeeper for some time, 
and in 1872 was elected to the office of chancery clerk, of Copiah county, which position he 
filled in a creditable manner for four years. He then engaged in merchandising at Hazle- 
hurst, Miss., till 1882, when he and Maj. R. W. Millsaps organized the Merchants & Plant- 
ers’ bank, of which they are the sole proprietors and of which the latter is president, while 
Mr. Ellis is the cashier. The capital stock of this institution is $50,000, and it is in a most 
prosperous condition. Mr. Ellis was married in 1572 to Georgia, a daughter of John D. and 
Caroline Stapleton, who are both natives of Georgia, where they lived till about 1870, when 
they came to Copiah county, and where they both died. The father was a farmer anda good 
man. Mrs. Ellis was a native of Georgia. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis are both members of the 
Baptist church in good and regular standing. Mr. Ellis was bereft of his parents too young 
to have much personal knowledge of them, but he is justly proud of those hardy pioneers 
who bravely took their lives in their hands and, going to a wilderness where white men’s 
feet seldom trod, there made a home and reared a family. Too much respect and admir- 
miration can not be paid characters like theirs, and it is from men and women like them 
that the bone and sinew of this country were made. Personally, Mr. Ellis is a man who 
stands high in the community upon his own merits; he is a most excellent financier and 
one of the foremost business men in the county. The wealth he possesses is solely the 
result of his own industry, economy, ability and integrity. 

Judge Powhatan Ellis came to Mississippi before the state was admitted to the Union, 
and entered upon the practice of law. He was a native of Virginia and had been well edu- 
cated, not only in his profession, but in general literature as well. He at once rose to prom- 
inence and popularity in the territory, and in 1818 became a member of the supreme bench 
and one of its ablest members. He continued to fill this position with much credit until 
1825, when he was appointed to a seat in the senate of the United States, rendered vacant 
by the death of David Holmes, and two years later, was elected for a full term to the same 
high position, which he held until 1832. He was then appointed a Federal district judge, and 
a little later, United States minister to Mexico. He was principally distinguished for his 
great energy and patriotism, and thus became one of the best judges of the state. It issaid 
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that he delivered more opinions while upon the bench than any other judge who ever occupied 
that position. As a senator of the United States he was equally alert and ready upon all 
questions of public importance. He died in the city of Richmond, Va. 

W. C. Ellis is a prosperous general merchant of Rankin county, and by his superior 
intelligence and rare business ability and efticiency he has done not a little to advance the - 
reputation the county enjoys as a commercial center. He isa native of Mississippi, his birth 
eecurring in Sov, but his father, Gray Ellis, was born in North Carolina in ISLt2, and 
throughout life followed the calling of a farmer. He was educated in the common schools 
of his native state, and became an intelligent, well-posted and influential citizen of the com- 
munity in which he resided. He was an active member of the Masonic fraternity and was 
publie-spirited and enterprising. He was married to Miss Evalina B. Ward, and of five 
children born to them only four are living at the present time. Mr. Ellis died in IS64, but 
his widow survives him, being a resident of the village of Steen’s Creek in Rankin county, 
Miss. W. C. Ellis spent his early days in Rankin county, in attending the common schools, 
but he finished his literary education in the University of Keutucky, during which time he 
was a faithful and conscientious student. Upon the completion of his collegiate course he 
returned to Rankin county, Miss., and engaged in merchandising, and although he com- 
menced in a modest way, his business continued to steadily increase, for his earnest wish was 
to please his patrons and to conduct his business in an honorable manner, and his place of 
business became popular accordingly. Since commencing business in 1877, it has grown to 
large proportions, and his establishment is now one of the best known in the county. The 
ealling to which he devotes his attention suits him admirably. and his efforts are being crowned 
with success. He is the owner of two excellent steammiulls, and his real estate amormnts to 
two thousand one hundred and forty acres, on the cultivated portion of which large crops of 
cotton and corn are raised. He has accumulated all this property by his own exertions, and 
he well deserves the respect and esteem with which he is regarded by his numerous friends. 
He is interested in the political affairs of the county, and socially has been a member of the 
A. F. & A. M. since 1875, being a member of Evening Star lodge No. 70. He is an earnest 
member of the Baptist church, and in every relation and duty of life endeavors to do as he 
would be done by. He was married in ISS1 to Miss Florence Norrell, a daughter of Hon. 
Thomas N. Norrell. She was born in Mississippi and has borne her husband four children. 

A retired planter of Yazoo county, Thomas P. Ellison, Deasonville, Miss., is one of the 
earliest settlers of this community, and has experienced to the fullest extent what it means 
to bea pioneer. He was born inthe state of Tennessee in 1809, and is the fourth of a family 
of fourteen children. His parents, Johnson and Susan (Poor) Ellison, were natives of South 
Carolina and Georgia respectively. They removed to Yazoo county in the fall of 1827, when 
Benton had one log house, and Manchester one store. The surrounding country was thinly 
settled, and neighbors were very few. When death visited the family and claimed for his 
own one of the brothers, Thomas P. himself dug the grave, and the father made the coffin 
that was to receive the remains of one of his own children. The mother died the following 
year from the exposure that must always be encountered in a new settlement. The father 
lived until ISf4. Seven of the children grew up, and all are now deceased except Thomas 
P. and one sister, Mrs. Mary Gold, of Georgia. Mr. Ellison was married in 1852 to Miss 
Mary Moore, a daughter of Gibson and Elizabeth Moore. Mr. Moore was an early settler 
of Big Black river in Madison county. For twelve years Mr. and Mrs. Ellison lived on Mr. 
Moore’s plantation, but in L850 they removed to their own plantation. Tt consists of six 
hundred acres of land, which they have improved by the cultivation of the soil and the erec 
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tion of substantial buildings. They have reared a large family: Linda, the wife of Robert Martin, 
of Arkansas; Susan, wife of King Bull; Mary J., wife of James Shelling; Caroline, wife of 
Frank Brister, of Louisiana; Mattie, deceased wifeof Mr. King; William, who was lieuten- 
ant of the Kighteenth Mississippi regiment, and fell at the battle of Gettysburg; Thomas, a 
member of the same regiment, who was killed at Richmond; Moses, a planter in Florida, 
Mr. and Mr. Ellison are members of the New Hope Methodist Episcopal church, and have 
always taken an active interest in the affairs of the church. Politically he has also been a 
conspicuous character in the county, and in every direction he has-been a citizen who is honored 
and respected. 

Ex-sheriff and representative of Calhoun county, Miss., aud one of the representative 
men residing in the same, is Capt. Edgar R. Enochs, the son of Thompson and Sarah (Steen) 
Enochs, natives respectively of North and South Carolina, the father born in 1790 and the 
mother in 1791. The parents were married in ISI 1, and to them were born twelve children- 
seven sons and five daughters—all of whom lived to be grown and four are living at the pres- 
ent time: Isaac 8. residesin West Tennessee, near the old home place; Mrs. Amanda Cra- 
ven resides in Tate county, Miss., and Mrs. Caroline Williams resides in Clay county, Ark. 
Those deceased were: Washington C., Miles W., Francis A., Cynthia, Mrs. Mary Ann Trey- 
wick, William T., Gabriel V. and Mrs. Jane Reed. The father of these children followed 
the occupation of a planter during life and received his final summons in Tennessee in 1876, 
He was a democrat in politics. He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and 
was an earnest worker in the same. He was one of a large family of children born to the 
marriage of Enoch Enochs, who was’a native of North Carolina, and a second cousin of 
Andrew Jackson. Two of Enoch Enochs’ sons entered the ministry and the others followed 
agricultural pursuits. He with several of his sons-served with General Jackson in the war of 


41812. Capt. Edgar R. Enochs was born in Lincoln county, Tenn., in 1821, attained his 


growth and received a limited education in that state. He came to Mississippi in 1S47, set- 
tled on the land purchased near where he now lives in Calhoun county, and here he has since 
resided, respected and esteemed by all. He was first married in June, 1557, to Miss Julia B. 
Campbell, of Carroll county, Tenn., who came with her parents, John L. and Jane B. (Cole) 
Campbell, to Mississippi in 1540. They were natives of North Carolina. Mrs. Enochs was 
reared principally in Mississippi, where her death occurred in November, 1580, at the age of 
forty-two years. She was the mother of eleven children, five of whom are still living: James 
E., Sarah J. Bryant, Mrs. Mary L. Murfree, Thompson L. and Georgia I. Those deceased all 
died in infaney except Mrs. Cordelia Moxey. Captain Enochs’ second marriage was to Miss 
Annice S. Swoffer, a native of Jackson county, Ala., who was reared in Mississippi. She was 
the daughter of Saunders Swoffer, a native of Alabama, who came to Mississippi in S45. 
To the Captain’s second union were born two children: Enoch J. and Mary Ena. The Cap- 
tain is an old soldier, having served faithfully in both the Mexican and the Civil wars. He 
was with Colonel Haskell in the Second Tennessee regiment of volunteers during the former 
war and was in the battles of Monterey, Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo. In 1561 he joined 
company F, Fourth Mississippi, and was with Colonel Drake, serving until the close of the 
war. He was paroled at Jackson, Miss. He was wounded just before the siege of Vicksburg, 
had his shoulder blade broken and was taken at Fort Donelson, thence to Johnson island, 
Ohio, where he was retained for seven months. After his release he entered the army at 
Jackson, Miss., and was again captured at Vicksburg, where he surrendered in July, 1863. 
He was in the battle of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, Teun., Resaca, Ga., and was also in 
the Georgia campaign. He was made captain of company F, Fourth Mississippi, in 1S62, at 
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Jackson, of that state, and served in that capacity until the elose. In the fall of 1865 Mr. 
Enochs was elected sheriff and held that position in a creditable manner for two terms. In 
November, 1887, he was elected to represent Calhoun county in the legislature and held that 
position for one term. In his political views he is a democrat and js also a most earnest sup- 
porter of that party. He was engaged in merchandising from 1853 to 1861, at Pittsboro, 
and since then he has followed the occupation of a planter. He is well and favorably known 
all over Calhoun county. He and Mrs. Enochs are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. 

Capt. Thomas T. Enochs, the son of Stokley H. Enochs, and the grandson of Enoch 
Enochs, is a native of Carroll county, Tenn., his birth oceurring on the ISth of December, 
1822. The grandfather was a representative of one of the most highly respected families 
of North Carolina, in which state he was born on the 11th of December, 1796. He moved 
from there to Bedford county, Tenn., at an early date; thence to Carroll county of that state, 
and in 1839 to Union county, Miss., where he settled near old Albany. There lis death 
occurred in 1840. He was a soldier in the Creek and Indian war. Of the nine children 
born to his marriage, seven sons and two daughters, all lived, to be grown. Stokley H. 
Enochs, the fourth in order of birth of these children, was born in Bedford county, middle 
Tennessee, on the 16th of February, 1796, and there continued to reside until his death, 
which occurred on the 18th of November, 1826. He followed the occupation of a farmer, 
and served with his father in the Creek war. He was wedded to Miss Jane MeChristian, a 
native of Tennessee, born near Shelbyville, and the fruits of this union were four children, 
who are named in the order of their births as follows: Jason A., born April 4, 1824, resides 
near Austin, Tex., and is engaged in farming. He is a minister in the Baptist church. Capt. 
Thomas T. Enochs, subject; Miles, died, leaving a family in Arkansas; and Margie A., who 
was born on the 4th of Mareh, 1826, and who died leaving a husband and two children. 
After the death of her husband Mrs. Enochs was married to Andy Hopkins, by whom she 
had eight children, three of whom now reside in Texas. Her death occurred in Texas in 
1850. Capt. Thomas T. Enochs was reared in his native state by his grandfather, Enoch 
Enochs, and remained there until grown. The grandmother, Lydia Enochs, was born in 
North Carolina on the 30th day of July, 1773, and died in New Albany, Miss., in 1545. 
She was a member of the Methodist chureh. The grandparents were highly respected and 
esteemed in the community in which they lived, and the grandfather held the office of justice 
of the peace there for over twenty years. Captain Enochs was educated both in his native 
state and in Mississippi, and in 1S44 he started out in business for himself at New Albany. 
Four years later he came to Benela, Miss., and here he has since made his home. He is one 
of the old landmarks and is aman held in the highest estimation as a citizen and neighbor. 
On first coming here he engaged in merchandising, erected the first building in what is uow 
Benela, and continued business there until ISS1, with the exception of two years during the 
gust, [S45, at New Albany, to Miss Sarah J. Collins. a 
native of Alabama, born in Tuscaloosa county in 1825, and the daughter of Jesse and Hliza- 


war. He was married on the 30th of Au 


beth Collins. Mr. Collins was born in Georgia and moved from Alabama to Mississippi in 
IS34, locating in what is now Union county, and there he continued to reside for a munhber 
of years. Subsequently he moved to a place: near Pittsboro, and there his death occurred 
His wife died at Houston, Chickasaw county, Miss. They were the parents of eleven chil- 
dren, seven of whom lived to be grown, and six are living at the present time: Martha, resides 
in Texas; Sarah J., wife of subject; Mrs. Mary Payne, resides in Arkansas; John L., formerly 
resided in Coffeeville, Miss., but is now in California (he was appointed by President Cleve- 


ss D eat 


Ae ts — A114 
it ote fo Hab ahha weak ofl tinue ” 
- 4) or) tw) amit oldntibes |b hl 


I fibol Sate cedar iad ni -¢tionad riceain Serraeneyeoy pevlovialiyigen Ryo we oa 
(pie betoie Jena a oda teen trisomeds: 4 ay tani ifowy cial yi enter uno a¥ xia 
(odie ip TOG) eh CAL mort pomibunioria i Segiyarn ener oD) adie. duit, Jo ratory 
mwonwté vithmarnt laa tow ef all wahimley ah ANG oA wiht Desi thee nh od arsed voattee raves * 
iver wail jailoviol att to wrotameat ofp melanie ane hosts ot “tae, most) ser Bas . 
Fonte We J" 
sant Ww ‘nuehanty ot Des loon’ A yablot® Vy it ist i HE ead ten vr 
helymeo(l to Alel cult: ao ognioas. did ad paral 97 Eanes ae aoa i _ 

Hin) hetoogeen yicgid: teone off 96 400) toi yriinauorertipet enw pute cniy BY A 0 | si | 
lyyur vB ATE sedeninatl to HT off tin vane amy ol opite chility ih ulin aAtO te 
eit dildo Tistos HowaD of adil) sate hie at tw cael! oto Semple oF oradt itor» 
iitah wid or lT enw A hilo Tienet te LT nell oetenghay ah ie oid of O84) meeincar= a 
pcdtibh seu ell 4 une wail tan fags’ wal ith ~uibliliok Ce ot ARF i beware o, 
Ho pbhit@ wong od ob fevil Hin oereddgntt Awl Tang! eee aovot Jegihom xi Od ied. | 

ditto gnnee biolbetl. i med sar .cahlidy aay) fo hisinl To locasiyo Sgr ails, alooutl, 

jHoeh eid Tite shines ot honniods epadt Ba (OW pees Jo HY aft og oomeonnst 

rnin? § Jo molinepsiooo abt dawollyt oH GPT. reilanitart to aA cult es ‘peti doidw - 
tenandOelé bial ail od holier eig WT” Bin Devil) sal at wala? sid hin ferrin Anta 

‘ohlide anol ay re. LOTT abdt le ebbov? et fie ber lade hhh wend ona ee Ww vida 
aebinat ASAT b ligécanod A icant, sewehdl en gilirid dil te: tofins ob att manent wa ot | ee 
nyo) —alivimnlo te tpt Lined! ii totatcttins nH att yeeruat, wh becyaggits i fink peel bide A 19988 a 
lw A hyn bes peneaA ot Vliet a yalenal toni wehbe Woeelije dooatl T anatod'T 6 Bi 
inphltds wt Loe banded’ a yalvael belfi ody Woy DEOT eee din 8 wt eo ci aw ant ea 
ndy pete lye ve .«.ataooll vbink WY herve acon edd ll, En nobenyd vnl lo digsh olf votth. ee of 
mt #e204 i honitiog ilinoh tok nad? ni Abe won anid 16 ey nahh aetbfide. iyo fad 46 
font iinlboam el vd ointe avian sid’ pi haviget aay astiachindl T Paiod'? Aq? MERE : . 

mod aaw glow abel yenliombuary ad'l apie Wty Whee) ong ni by sitions, hee -eatoondt, 

th RO cen gel ot hell bee TPT tel We eal VTE elt os eatilora DO 
botoiquay yvidyid view whnstepiuiry oAT > bowie herberlte ite iP, Torn game oe 
extent tr naif oh ied yor itathony ol) fie Seve dott dep a Lh oi ni hocvoahen 












































Veet ni atiod betel em slsoe SD oink aed Brewers (nn at -araylt anny olito 
sv thd sah ii Thon 20) sedndad nt iyo bethatte wil DOE gt hak hepa ieesiont (ani have od te 

wie Al eh eset cit ofa apins aed Wid rid fore’ oe Jebel “it satin ob oted any po 
rid ufaytioes Dara iy mak Retiielies height ot at thal adie eee Late otlteahunl filo nt to 
ow = woos aiid pe od Dewiein conte iautdaiay iy Poeniuiigeetey hod gatinos tent iO 
uti eno wont to notype ld toe TORT Fitgw yume ener ener! Krprartdie, fas nhoroll 
He) divine pert ot ,yueliA wot de REY fe wight he dah val} ep Sonivenaae ww oH aw 

4 fin waeah 1 sahiget, cele fey FO a non) aevohoeT ni aed aenedalA to aiden 
eae cs) eee A peer? Barrie be: tu Nig Pra wt, ere ew edie). AG Marita) dot 


Ptiigiy a Fy). atv eh by cab wel Oy ae tas (late sone Y wow 4) tach «fh giritaogl md 
Pennine Dively ehil ava Deng ort anes “apni i ah eee ail chnoupsadne . zany to 
[iho yikes Ty cheer ney ean pT a dattion wna noel) {ACh ta boil, ohiw ail . 
walrieay Rive nected lalgenyit eda yet fall WOE ud ob Davil wot Wo woven vers — 
che th Ol, sD wee. | vest, i woh ural erat ike : : Monier Ww iw 4 dein? somo" as 7 ii 
ewe 2 fet aaah va i te sit) iar BD wo) wou wl ah ae odtbewstio® lene 


ee 











696 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


land as agent in the internal revenue department); Emily; wife of F. J. Kelley, now of Mem- 
phis; and B. F., resides in Houston, Miss., engaged in merchandising. To Captain and Mrs. 
Enochs were born eleven children, seven of whom are living: William B., engaged in mer- 
chandising at Eupora, Miss.; Mary E., wife of T. W. Scott, resides at Houston, where her 
husband is engaged in merchandising; Thomas B., resides at Water Valley; James B., engaged 
in merchandising at Eupora, Miss.; Alice, resides at Houston, Miss., and is the wife of Daniel 
H. Shell; Bodie, at home; and Emma, also at home. Those deceased were: Isaac, died in 
1849, at the age of nearly three years; Margie Ann, died in LSd1, at the age of five months 
and eight days; Sarah A., died in 1S54, at the age of four years and nine days; and John B., 
died in 1872, at the age of nearly ten years. In 1863 Captain Enochs enlisted in company 
B, Nineteenth Mississippi cavalry, was in Forrest’s brigade, and participated in the following 
battles: Moscow, Fort Pillow, Brice’s crossroads and at Harrisburg, Miss. He was also in 
the battle of Selma, Ala., but did no fighting. Before entering the service he was taken 
prisoner at Corinth, Miss., but was soon released. He organized the company of which he 
was made first lieutenant and afterward captain, and was in charge of the same until after 
the battle of Selma. While making a charge with his regiment at Fort Pillow, the Captain 
was shot twice through his clothes, and had a ball pass just above his ear, touching his hair 
and whiskers. After the war he returned to his home and resumed merchandising and farm- 
ing. In politics he has always been a stanch democrat. He has been a member of the board 
of supervisors, and has held other responsible positions. He took an active part in the organ- 
ization of the Masonic lodge at Benela, was one of the charter members, and held positions 
in the same from the beginning until it went down. In 1571 the Captain represented Benela 
lodge No. 140 in the grand lodge, which was held that year at Holly Springs. Captain and 
Mrs. Enochs are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and are active workers in the 
same. He was made postmaster at Benela in 1850, has held that office the principal part of 
the time since, and is the present incumbent. 

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of Mississippi would not have a history were 
it not that Mary E. Ervin served it as president, well-beloved, from December, 1854, to May, 
1888. Heredity was as conspicuously operative in working out the character the world 
knows as Mollie Ervin, as it was in producing a Frances Willard. Her father, B. D. Ander- 
son, in the early days of Mississippi a lawyer and land agent of Pontotoc, was a Virginian by 
birth, closely related to the Gilmers, Minons and Dabneys, so well known in the history of 
that state. In 1838 Colonel Anderson represented his county in the legislature. He was 
known as a character—a man of strong prejudices, but which were based on an intense con- 
viction of right or wrong. He abhorred position secured chiefly by the distinction of wealth, 
and trained his children to recognize a lord in the humblest man. Though never a professing 
Christian, he held religion in profoundest respect. The night after his wife’s death he 
handed her Bible to his son William, a boy of fifteen years, and the eldest of six children, 
saying: “I have not professed to be a Christian, not even a believer, but your mother believed 
this book, and she is the only person I ever knew who lived a perfectly consistent Christian 
life. As long as this is a home I desire this Bible to be read aloud to us, together, every 
night, because your mother loved it’—-and it was so read. At this time he sent his little 
daughter, Mollie, then thirteen years old, with an uncle, into every store in town to be intro- 
duced to the merchants as the responsible head of his house. From that time till her mar- 
riage, eleven years later, she was her father’s constant companion and friend. Close as is 
the tie of mother and child there is, perhaps, no holier, sweeter bond than that between the 
great-souled father who leads an adoring daughter into all things high and rare, and molds 
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her after the large pattern of his own thought. The tone in which some such women say 
“my father” almost brings a hearer on his knees. Mary Ervin’s mother was the daughter of 
Rev. Jacob Lindley, a Presbyterian clergyman, who was for twenty years the president of the 
Athens, Ohio, college. While he was pastor of a church near Cincinnati the Cumberland 
Presbyterians held a camp-meeting in the neighborhood, in which Mr. Lindley assisted and 
affiliated. Being arraigned by his presbytery for so doing, he handed in his credentiais and 
joined the Cumberland church, his whole congregation going with him, as recorded in Me. 
Donald’s history of the Cumberland church. The eldest brother, Rev. Daniel Lindley, wis 
for forty years a missionary in Africa, for the Old School Presbyterians, under the Americiu 
board of missions. When his daughter was seventeen years of age Rey. Jacob Lindley moved 
to Pontotoc, and established there the first female school in North Mississippi, on the site of 
which there has never yet ceased to be an educational institute. His daughter assisted in 
the school till her marriage in 1839. Mrs. Anderson Was a constant teacher in the Sunday- 
school, nursed the sick, comforted the sorrowing and filled the place of Lady Beautiful and 
Bountiful in the lives of her neighbors. At the age of thirty-one the vision of this world 
faded to her dying eyes. Calling her httle daughter to her bedside, before the heavenly 
vision filled her rapt gaze, she said: “Mary, bring your father and the children to heaven 
with you.” 

It is not wonderful that such marked individuality on both sides should have found a 
resultant in a character like Mollie Ervin’s, that has followed conviction rather than conven- 
tion, with whom, from her childhood, “the tradition of the elders,” has weighed light 
against the inward voice, that whispers the direct command of the Master. There was a time 
when every morning the celebrated duellist, Colonel McClung, carried her off in his arms to 
hear her sing, the sweet voice of the. child having strange powem to tame the fierce, im- 
perious spirit, to whom blood was the only reparation for injury, under the rude education 
of wild pioneer life in the Southwest. The solemn charge of a dying mother intensified the 
religious tendency of her nature, and from that hour this child-mother lived a life set apart. 
No young man was ever in her presence a half hour without her finding out if he were a 
Christian; yet, with all this realization of the unseen realities on which life and character 
must be builded, Mary Ervin possessed a buoyancy and joyousness of spirit, a warmth and 
tenderness of nature, that carried fun and sunny hope everywhere. Those about her depended 
upon her, and in her youth she began to earry the glad tidings of the evangelist to the 
perishing. Work for souls has been her joy, and many there are “for her hire,” who 
say, “Mrs. Ervin pointed out our Lord and I followed Him.” The gift of the Spirit which 
has seemed especially poured upon her, has been that of faith. The will to ask is given to 
the multitude, but the power to hear the word of command, and Hterally to walk hour by 
hour by it, is the gift only of the few who know the secret of the Lord. In her W. C. TL U. 
work, Mrs. Ervin set out without purse and without scrip. There was no organization, no 
treasury behind her. She had heard the “Go, daughter!” and without money even to buy a 
ticket has been known to be seated on a train, in the firm conviction that the Lord who had 
started her out would see the paying of her way; “And He did, He did” she joyfully says as 
she recounts how it came to pass. As president of the organization she traveled over much 
of the state, organizing many unions and inspiring men and women to rouse up to a sense of 
personal responsibility toward the liquor traflie. Miss Willard was ealled of God to national 
leadership. As firmly is it believed that Mrs. Ervin was called to the pioneer work for 
prohibition and to rally the white ribbon in Mississippi. She stepped out into the void as no 
one else in the state could have done, and the wonderful way in which she was carried from 
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point to point, in which the Almighty hand was spread out beneath her trusting feet, and the 
spiritual life which everywhere followed the uplifting of the W. C. T. U. standard “For 
God and Home and Native Land,” convinced many of the divine sanction of this work, and 
has probably given Mississippi the prohibition leadership in the South. It is a rare treat to be 
invited to the old Ervin homestead, five miles from Columbus, interesting in those things 
which time alone can supply. One looks first at Dr. Frank Ervin, the noble Christian gentle- 
man, who said when the call came to his wife to walk the trying ways of W. C. T. U. develop- 
ment, “You must go; if I hold you back God may require one of our sons as the sacrifice to 
my selfishness.” This kind of heroism one unconsciously matches by the recollection that 
when Mrs. Ervin was married, she was by education and membership a Presbyterian; but 
after awhile she said quaintly, “I see if the doctor is saved it has to be in the Metho- 
dist church,” and without delay she left her own church for her husband’s spiritual interests. 
There are two heads in council in that Christian home; one or the other leads in family prayer, 
asks the blessing at table; parents and children know each the others’ hearts; the music and 
the fellowship make a visitor in this house feel it is good to be here. Six sons and daughters 
vividly reflect ancestral individualities. During the mother’s “progress” for the W. C. T. U. 
the eldest daughter, Sarah, held the helm in the family ship with a steady judgment and grace 
that revealed a character equal to the rare beauty of her face. Set aside for three years from 
action by sickness, Mrs. Ervin yet retains a place in the executive committee of the W. C. T. 
U., and is again resuming work in her chosen field of the evangelistic and social purity 
departments for which she is remarkably equipped. Probably no other woman is so widely 
known in the state among all ranks of persons, or so much loved or sharply criticised for the 
singularity of her faith and the boldness of her action against the liquor traftic. A liquor 
drummer was once trying to sell a saloon-keeper a bill of goods on the streets of Columbus. 
“Oh,” he said, “no use to buy no more liquor here. We got yun vooman vat is te verry 
deevil. She not let no whisky pe sold” Just then Mrs. Ervin came into sight in her open 
buggy, driving her old horse, Prohibition. ‘“ There she, there she now!” cried the saloon- 
man excitedly. The drummer looked at the plodding turnout, at the old gray shawl sur- 
mounted by a Methodist bonnet with a sweet, rather jolly face under it. “That woman,’ he 
said, after a leisure survey, “why, there’s nothing in her!” ‘You not know her,” said the 
other contemptuously, ‘‘there’s hell in her! The saloon element in the legislature has not 
loved her any better or dreaded her any less as day after day she has sat in the representative 
hall, gauging its moral tide on whose ebbs and flows legal suasion for the drunkard-maker 
depended. Mrs. Ervin has been a large part of whatever has been done in the state for pro- 
hibition, and when the victory comes no one will have earned a better right to hurrah; for 
the burden and heat of the day, the darkness of the night, the fire of the evening, and harder 
still the misjudement of friends, the hot rage of battle for the home and God have been 
bravely and gently borne, and one day this people shall rise up and eall her blessed for her 
faithful and unremunerated work to help win Mississippi, in all its borders, to Christ. 
Among the genial citizens of Coffeeville, Yalobusha county, Miss., Capt. J. La. Eskridge 
takes a leading place, and is fully entitled to the space accorded him in this history of the 
prominent men of the state. He was born in Sumter county, Ala., in 1829, and is the son of 
Taliaferro and Sophia (Bonham) Eskridge, natives of South Carolina; the father was born in 
1800, and died in 1S62, and the mother was born in 1805, and passed away at the home of 
Captain Eskridge in 1857; they were united in marriage about the year 1824, and removed 
to Alabama a short time afterward; their residence here was of short duration, however; they 
next went to Mississippi and settled near Grenada, engaging in farming on a small scale. 
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Richard Eskridge, the grandfather of the captain, came to Mississippi soon after the son, and 
was present at the sale of the Choctaw lands, and purchased a large tract on Bogue creek in 
what is now Carroll county; he settled on this land, where he passed the remainder of his 
days; he was eighty-five at the time of his death. He was the father of tive children: Thomas, 
Samuel, Mary Ann, Rebecca and Taliaferro. The last-named was a farmer by occupation, und 
in his political opinions adhered to the democratic party. He reared a family of eight chil- 
dren: Elizabeth, wife of Joseph Swain; Nancy, wife of Jydge J. W. Tackett: Mary, wife of 
D. D. Wilkins; Samuel B. and J. L. ‘Those deceased are, Burdette R., Pierce B. and Sophia. 
Captain Eskridge has passed the greater part of his life in Yalobusha county, and is one of 
the hardy pioneers to whom the county is indebted to-day for her standing. He acquired 
more than an ordinary education in the common schools, and made the most of all his oppor- 
tunities for bettering his condition in life. He was married in 1506 to Mrs. Metealie, a 
daughter of Curtis Terry, a man who stood high in his county; he reared a family of five 
sons and three daughters, two children dying in infancy. Mr. Terry bought land at the 
Choctaw sale, and came to Mississippi to live; he was a man of a gentle, religious nature, 
and was an ardent worker in the Methodist Episcopal church; he died at the age of seventy- 
five years, and his wifé died in 1849, just ten years before his death. The children who lived 
to be grown were Willis, James, Sally, Lovina (widow of John Beene), John, Granderson, 
Emeline (the wife of our subject, was first married to William M. Metcalfe, who died in 1So4, 
leaving no children). Mary was burned to death at the age of four years. Captain Eskridge 
enlisted in 1861 in the Twenty-eighth Mississippi cavalry, company B, and served to the end 
of the conflict; he participated in the engagements at Franklin, Tenn., and at Atlanta, Ga. 
He was under Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, of whom he was an earnest admirer. At the break- 
ing out of the gold fever he started for California, but did not pursue the long and dangerous 
journey to the end. He has been very successful in all his business undertakings and has 
accumulated considerable property. January 1, 1853, he was elected by the people of the 
county to the office of supervisor, and has held the office for four consecutive terms; during 
his second term he was made president of the board, and he has made a most faithful and 
efficient officer. He has held other positions of trust and honor within the gilt of the people. 
Before the war he was a member of the Whig party, but since that time he has belonged to 
the democratic party. He has a delightful home overlooking Coffeeville, and is surrounded 
with many of the luxuries of life; he has several acres of land adjacent to the home place, 
which he has set to a fine variety of fruit. He and wife are highly esteemed in the com- 
munity in which they live, and are deserving of their popularity. 

Ki. 8S. Estes, son of William and Susan H. Estes (nee Shelton), was born in Rankin 
county, Miss., August 2oth, 1840. His father, Wm. Estes, M. D., and his mother were 
natives of Virginia. The former emigrated to Tennessee in 1521, and in 1836 came to Missis- 
sippi. He resided in Rankin county till the close of the war, when he removed to Clarke 
county, Miss. He practiced his profession for forty years with success. He was descended 
from Scotch-Irish parents and from the founders of the house of Brunswick, and bore rela- 
tion to Lord Bacon. Dr. Estes died in April, 1871, Mrs. Estes in 1556. E. S. Estes, sub- 
ject of this sketch, spent his early life on a farm and attended the common schools, and began 
business on his own account at nineteen years of age. He was employed for several years by 
a mercantile firm at Enterprise, Miss. In 1862 he enlisted in the Twenty-eight Mississippi 
cavalry, Col. Peter B. Stark commanding, and for eighteen months he was engaged in 
detached service. Ho was in a slight engagement at Coldwater, Miss. Going to Tennessee 


and joining VanDorn’s army, he was in an engagement at Thompson’s station. He passed 
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into Georgia, and there, owing to ill-health, was discharged. Returning to Enterprise, Miss., 
he engaged in mercantile pursuits. In 1864 he married Miss Mattie F. Meyerhoff, of Clarke 
county, a native of Alabama, and has had six children: Sue M., Mary C., William M., Anna 
Maria, Charles E. and Elisha S., all of whom, except the fourth named, survive. Mr. Estes 
was in the mercantile business until 1875, when he returned to farming, and now owns some 
of the best land in Clarke county and is one of the most enterprising farmers. He plants 
cotton, corn, etc., and is quite extensively engaged in vegetable culture. He is a Methodist, 
an Odd Fellow, a member of the Masonic body, a Knight of Honor, and is a member of the 
Farmers’ Allicnee. He is secretary of the Clarke county fair association. Mrs. Estes and 
their three oldest children are Methodists also. Mr. Estes is a claimant for $140,000 of 
merchandise seized by the French in 1810, and carried to Copenhagen and confiscated. On 
settlement in 1831, the United States assumed all of the indebtedness of France to citizens 
of the United States. This claim is perfectly just, and the claimants, it is hoped, may soon 
receive their deserts.- The original claim was due to Francis Meyerhoff, a native of Germany, 
who was duly naturalized here. His son, Charles F., was the next claimant, and later, his 
children, one of whom Mr. Estes married. Mr. Estes is a believer in education, and both of 
his daughters are graduates of the East Mississippi female college. His son, William M., is 
a student at the Southern University at Greensboro, Ala. Mr. Estes’ father was a soldier of 
the War of 1512, and held the rank of captain. His brother, William E., was a member of 
Jefferson Davis’ regiment in the Mexican war. Two other brothers filled the positions of 
captains in the Thirty-second Texas regiment. Mr. Estes, who is a cousin of Chancellor 
Estes and of Judge Estes, both of Memphis, is one of the very best citizens of his county, 
and a man of more than ordinary force of character. 

W. G. Evans, Jr., Mississippi City, Miss., attorney at law, is a leader of the bar of Harri- 
son county, and the fcellowing space will be devoted to a brief outline of his career. He is 
a native of the county, born January 2S, 1543, a son of Rey. W. G. Evans, also a native of 
Harrison county. The paternal grandfather, Thomas Evans, came from South Carolina, and 
was among the first settlers of Mississippi. He located in Harrison county, twenty miles 
north of Mississippi City, where he engaged in farming and stockraising. The father of our 
subject was a member of the legislature in 1864, representing Jackson county. He was a 
minister in the Methodist Episcopal church, and for more than forty-five years was a promi- 
nent preacher, organizing and building many churches. He had three sons and three daugh- 
ters. W.G. Evans, Jr., is the only child of the first marriage. He was educated in Harri- 
son county in the private schools and Seashore seminary, which was under the care of the 
Rey. C. H. Bell, and located in the town of Handsboro. The war coming on, this school was 
closed, and Mr. Evans enlisted in the Confederate army as sergeant, and served through the 
entire war. After the surrender he was connected in various capacities with the timber and 
milling business, which he followed until 1877. He did not abandon it wholly then, but in 
connection with his duties took up the study of law. He was admitted to the bar of Hancock 
county in November, 18S], and for a short time was located at Stonewall, Miss. In 1583 he 
removed to Mississippi City, and has since devoted his entire time and attention to the law. 
He has risen to a high rank in his profession, and has won a reputation far beyond his own 
county. In 1890 he represented Harrison county in the legislature of the state, giving 
entire satisfaction to his constituency. His first marriage was to Miss L. A. P. Waldon, of 
New Orleans, and six children were born of the union, five of whom are living. He was 
married a second time to Miss Alice Waldon, in 1883. They have had five children, one of 
whom is living, Charlie, a bright little fellow of six years, the pet and almost the idol 
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of his father. Mr. Evans owns about four thousand acres of land and some valuable property 
along the coast, and is regarded as one of the leading men of the gulf coast of Mississippi. 

A well known merchant of Lee county is C. B. Evans, Shannon, Miss., a native of Lou- 
isiana, born February 14, 1548. He is a son of Isaac and Charlotte Evans, natives of Penn- 
sylvania and Louisiana, respectively. The father was born October 7, 1807, He was a 
mechanic, and for a number of years was judge of a court, and was also collector of internal 
revenue. At the age of sixteen years he made the journey from Harrisburg, Penn., to Pitts- 
burgh, Penn., on foot, and drifted thence to Cincinnati, Ohio, and then to Louisiana. His 
parents were both natives of the Keystone state, and followed him to Cincinnati, where he 
remained seyen years; they both lived to be ninety-three years of age. The subject of this 
notice received his education in New Orleans, and in the year 1870 he left that city to go to 
Cincinnati, where he expected to have some assistance from an uncle in securing a situation. 
The different views they held upon political questions separated them, and he was thrown 
upon his own resources. He finally sueceeded in getting employment with Lewis & Neblet, 
as commercial traveler. In 1576 he had a flattering offer from J. P. Smith, Sons & Co., 
which he accepted. After a few years he was made a partner in the business, but at the end 
of eight or nine years his wife induced him to leave the road, and to go into business for him- 
self. He was married September 30, 1573, to Miss M. A. Bright, a daughter of Robert W. 
and Mary J. Bright, natives of Illinois and Alabama, respectively. Mr. and Mrs. Evans 
have had born to them two children, one of whom is deceased. Politically he is a dyed in the 
wool democrat, casting his first presidential vote for Horace Greeley. He has never aspired 
to public office, but all questions of public interest have had his careful consideration. On 
January 15, 1864, he enlisted in the Confederate service under Captain Duff. He was in sev- 
eral skirmishes, and was mustered out in 1865 at Morganza. Mr. Evans is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, and has belonged to the Christian church for fifteen years. The merecan- 
tile business which he conducts at Shannon is of considerable importance. He carries a stock 
of $7,000, and has established a fine patronage. He is a man of the highest honor and integ- 
rity, and has the confidence of the entire community. 

John H. Evans, county surveyor of Clarke county, Miss., and a prominent resident of 
De Soto, was born in Wayne county, Miss., November 15, 1824, the second in a family of ten 
children belonging to Jehu Evans and Sarah P. (Hicks) Evans. A short sketch of the life 
of Jehu and Sarah P. (Hicks) Evans will be found in the following obituary: ‘“ Died, June 
24, 1877, at his residence in Shubuta, Clarke county, Miss., Jehu Evans, at the advanced age 
of eighty-one years, eight months and sixteen days. Mr. Evans was born October 8, 1795, in 
Edgefield district, S.C. In the year of 1810 he emigrated to the Louisiana territory, and 
settled in what is now Wayne county, a few miles above old Winchester. About 1821 he 
was united in marriage with Miss Sarah Peques Hicks, who still survives. Ten children 
were the fruit of this marriage, five of whom still survive. Mr. Evans was a volunteer in 
the war of 1812, and was mustered into service at Myrtle Springs, in Wayne county, Miss., 
and was subsequently elected captain of his company. The company marched to Pensa- 
cola, Fla.; a regiment was there formed. to which Mr. Evans’ company was attached, and 
Wade Hampton, Sr., of South Carolina, given command of the regiment as colonel. Col- 
onel Hampton was soon ordered to New Orleans to take part in the memorable battle of the 
8th of January. On its way thither the regiment had some heayy skirmishes with some 
hostile Indians along the coast, and finally arrived in New Orleans the day after the battle 
of New Orleans, and in time to assist in burying the dead and in ministering to the wounded 
and dying. At the expiration of his term of service, Mr. Evans returned to the bosom of his 
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family and friends, and engaged in surveying with Mr. Hicks, a government surveyor, about 
Pensacola, Fla., and Mobile, Ala. In the year 1$32 he removed to Clarke county, Miss., and 
engaged in agriculture, and remained there till about five years ago, until by age and infirm- 
ity he could no longer perform the active duties of farm life, when he went to Shubuta and 
resided with his daughter, Mrs. Martha I. Yates, where he died. Mr. Evans was successful 
in his engagements, and hundreds of friends remember the pleasant moments spent at 
his old home. For twenty-two years he was county surveyor of Clarke county. He was a 
man of great decision of character, a good citizen, a benevolent neighbor, a confiding friend, 
a loving father and husband. For more than a quarter of a century he was a member of the 
Baptist church, and died, it is believed, in hope of a blessed immortality. Thus has lived 
and passed away one of the pioneer citizens of this county. He was interred at the family 
burying-ground, at his old residence, in the exact place he selected many years ago, followed 
by weeping wife, children and neighbors.’ Obituary: ‘Mrs. Sarah P. Evans died at the resi- 
dence of her daughter, Mrs. M. I. Yates, in Shubuta, Miss., on the 4th of December, 1885. 
She was born in North Carolina, in January, 1801, came to Mississippi in 1815, lived in east 
Mississippi about seventy years, and was eighty-four years and eleven months old.. She was 
the widow of the late Jehu Evans, one of the first settlers of this county, memory of whom 
will be recalled with deep respect, and the mother of John H. Evans, Dr. I. S. Evans, B. F. 
Evans, Mrs. M. I. Yates and Mrs. Dr. McIntosh, and a sister of Thomas F. Hicks, Esq. 
Mrs. Evans was a very intelligent, hospitable and sympathetic lady, always ready to obey 
the voice of her generous heart. She was amiable in every social relation and observed a 
liberal charity in the truest ways. She was a member of the Baptist church, and illustrated 
in her days of strength the meekness and righteousness of one to whom was revealed the 
truth and the faith delivered. Dead and gone at last, after much patient suffering, she has 
found the diadem and the glorious beauty of the brighter life.” 

The early days of John H. Evans were passed in this county, where he received his edu- 
eation, and where he was married in 1845 to Sarah A. Phillips, a daughter of Thompson and 
Lydia (Seale) Phillips, who was born in Marion county, in the state of Mississippi. Her 
father, Thompson Phillips, was born in South Carolina, in January, 1795. Her mother, Lydia 
Seale, was born in North Carolina in October, 1500. Her father died in 1835. Her mother 
died in 1874 Thus have passed away the fathers and mothers of John H. and his wife, Sarah 
A. (Phillips) Evans. Mr. and Mrs. Evans have had born to them nine children—six sons and 
three daughters—-named as follows: Sarah (deceased); Alfred T., a physician, residing in 
Richland parish, La.; Mary L. (deceased); John A., a farmer and clerk in a store of general 
merchandise in Shubuta; Virginia A. (deceased); Thomas H. (deceased); James B., now 
circuit clerk in Clarke county: Newton IL., a farmer; William P., a commercial traveler. Mr. 
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Evans began farming in 1546, and has continued that occupation until the present time. He 
has been quite successful in a business way, and is the owner of about nine hundred acres of 
land in Clarke county. He is an agent of the Alabama Land and Development company, whose 
headquarters are at Mobile, Ala. During the late war, Mr. Evans served in the capacity of 
recruiting officer for some time, and was for a time a member of the Thirteenth Mississippi 
infantry. During the later years of the war he was engaged in manufacturing salt, at the gov- 
ernment salt works, to benefit destitute families of the state. His first public office was that of 
captain of militia in the county of Clarke in the year IS44. After this he was elected major 
of militia. Subsequent to this he served as member of the county board of supervisors and 
justice of the peace, and for the past eighteen years has been the county surveyor for the 
county of Clarke. He has been a member of the Masonic order since 1548. In polities he is 
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a democrat. Mr. Evans, in his early boyhood days, was raised among the Choctaw Indians, 
in the territory of east Mississippi. He learned to undergo hardships in the early settlement 
of his father in the territory of Clarke county. He ean, at his present age, almost walk down 
any man in the woods. He was at one time in his younger days one of the best hunters and 
horseback riders in the country. He bas been known to run a deer down on horseback and 
eatch it, then mount his horse and take the deer up before him. On the way home the horse 
ran away for half a mile or more along the road, until a party was met, who saw the situa- 
tion, and caught the horse by the bridle and stopped him, without injury to rider, horse or 
deer. On one occasion he killed at one shot with a rifle two large bucks. A number of 
times with a double barreled shotgun he has killed three deer, killing two with one barrel 
and one with the remaining load as they ran off. Mr. Evans, in 1867, went to Brazil, South 
America. While there, in traveling through the country on horseback, he espied an ostrich, 
and having a gun, he put spurs to his horse. Aftera chase of some two miles or more, he 
overtook the immense bird, stopped his horse, and shot it dead before it reached a distance of 
forty paces. He is in the ordinary sense of the term a live and a self-made man, having 
been the architect of his own fortunes, depending solely upon himself for what he has 
accomplished, and enjoying the respect of his neighbors therefor. 

Jobn Henry Evans has been a resident of Washington county, Miss., since the year 1853, 
and his example of industry and earnest and sincere endeavor to succeed in life is well worthy 
of imitation. He was born in Virginia on the 7th of July, 1827, being the youngest of seven 
children born to Robert and Lucy (Gatewood) Evans, they being also natives of the Old 
Dominion. In 1845 Robert Evans left the state of his birth and settled in the Blue Grass 
regions of Kentucky, he and his wife being called from life there when quite advanced in 
years. The Evans family first came from England and settled near Port Royal, Va., one 
member of the family being the richest man to settle in that country. Robert Evans served 
throughout the war of 1812, holding the rank of sergeant. Both the paternal and maternal 
grandfathers of the subject of this sketch were in the Revolutionary war. The Gatewoods 
were from Scotland, being also among the first residents of Virginia. John Henry Evans was 
reared in Virginia, but at the age of twenty-one years he went to Franklin county, Ky., where 
he became manager of a large plantation belonging to W. 8. Waller, with whom he remained 
four years, then removing to Shelbyville, Tenn., at which place he made his home for two 
‘years. Leaving Tennessee he came to this county and at first became overseer on the plan- 
tation belonging to Gen. A. W. McAllister, in whose employ be remained for four years. He 
followed the same calling for different planters until 1S65, when he began planting in copart- 
nership with W. L. Nugent, who was administrator on the estate of Dr. S.R. Dunn. In 
1869 he purchased the plantation of eight hundred and fifty-eight acres which he owned up 
to 1882, when, desiring a change of business, he sold his farming interests and moved to 
Greenville, where he has since been engaged in loaning money on real estate. He is now 
opening up a plantation on the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railroad, northeast of Green- 
ville. He is the owner of a small amount of residence property in the town of Greenville, and 
has the most of his means in mortgages on property in this county. He has a comfortable 
home on the corner of Poplar and Nelson streets, and here is now living in the enjoyment of 
a comfortable income. When he came to this county he was a total stranger and had but 
$200 in money, but he soon won many friends and by close economy amassed suflicient prop- 
erty to keep him in luxury for years. Not having disciplined himself to such a life and being 
of a naturally active disposition he continued in business, and is now successfully following 
the above mentioned calling. His superior business tact is appreciated by his friends and for 
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the past four years he has been a member of the city council, being chosen by the democratic 
party, of which he has long been a member. He is now in his sixty-fourth year, but is yet 
hale and hearty, and as he has always been a man of great determination, whatever enterprise 
he has undertaken throughout life he has made a success of, and has endeavored to keep 
clear of debt and to keep his good name untarnished. 

John Joseph Evans, of Aberdeen, treasurer of the state of Mississippi, is a native of 
Georgia, his birth oecurring at Madison, Morgan county, on August 8, 1842. His parents 
were William J. and Adeline E. (Hurd) Evans, also Georgians, the former being born in 
Wilkes county, May 16, 1810. They removed to Mississippi in 1540, locating in the prairie 
of Monroe county on March 18 of the same year. From there they went to Aberdeen in 
1851, where the father engaged in planting, a calling he followed upto the time of his death, 
March 5, 1885. His wife’s death had preceded his by many years, her death occurring on 
September 5, 1851. Eight children were born to them: Mary, Faulkner H., Thomas R., 
Andrew J., Martha L., Julia A., John J. and Eliza W. Mary and Andrew died young, and 
Faulkner, who was a physician, died in 1884. The paternal grandfather of John Joseph 
Evans was of Welsh extraction, and his maternal grandfather of Irish lineage. His early 
life was that common to the planters’ sons before the war, they being always generous in 
their expenditures upon their families. In February, 1858, he was sent to the Georgia Mili- 
tary institute, where he remained until December, 1859, when he entered the Western 
Military institute at Nashville, Tenn. He left the institute when the war opened, returned 
home, and in April, 1861, joined the Eleventh Mississippi regiment, company I, as a private. 
The regiment was organized at Corinth by the election of William H. Moore as colonel. 
From Corinth they moved to Lynchburg, Va., where they remained two weeks, when they 
were mustered inlo the Confederate service by Gen. Kirby Smith. From there they were 
ordered to Harper’s Ferry, and were brigaded with the Second, Eleventh, Fourth and Sixth 
North Carolina regiments, composing the Third brigade, with Gen. B. E. Bee commanding. 
They remained at Harper’s Ferry about three weeks, when they were ordered to Winchester, 
from which place they marched to the field of Manassas. Mr. Evans’ company did not par- 
ticipate in the fight, but companies A and F of the Eleventh were there in time for it. The 
other companies were delayed by a railroad accident. After this fight they moved to Acquia 
creek, where they went into winter quarters. In the spring of 1862 his command moyed to 
Yorktown, remaining there a few weeks, then moying on to the Chickahominy, near Rich- 
mond. There they were engaged in the battle of Seven Pines, under Joseph E. Johnston. 
After this hard-fought battle Mr. Evans’ command was detached from Lee’s army and sent 
to Staunton, Va., to reinforce Stonewall Jackson. After this service they returned and were 
engaged in the seven days’ fight around Richmond. At the conclusion of this fight he was 
promoted to sergeant-major of his regiment. After recruiting for a month the command 
moved out to engage in the second battle of Manassas, in Hood’s division, which, like the 
first Manassas, was in favor of the Confederates. The great battle at Sharpsburg followed, 
in which T. C. Holliday, adjutant of the Eleventh Mississippi, was wounded, and Sergeant 
Evans was detailed to take his place. Their next engagement was at Culpeper courthouse, 
where all of the field officers were killed. From Culpeper the command moved to Golds- 
boro, N. C., where they spent the winter protecting railroads and doing garrison duty. In 
the spring of 1863 the command first moved to Suffolk, and from there to Fredericksburg. 
While at Culpeper, by an order from the war department, the Eleventh Mississippi was 
brigaded with the Second Mississippi, the Twenty-sixth, Forty-second and Fifty-fifth North 
Carolina and the First Confederate battery, with Joseph R. Davis in command. This was 
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subsequently known as Davis’ brigade. These troops arrived at Fredericksburg too late to 
participate in that battle. Later they were ordered to join the main army, then moving 
northward through Maryland. Lee’s movement north was checked, and the two great armies, 
the Federal and the Confederate, came together on the hills and valleys of Gettysburg to 
struggle in deadly combat for supremacy. A part of Davis’ brigade arrived in time for the 
first day’s fight. The Eleventh Mississippi was behind, and only arrived in time for the 
third day, when they also took part in the engagement. The Eleventh was in Heath’s 
division and A. P. Hill’s corps. 

It was in the charge through the wheat field for Round Top at Pickett’s left that Mr. 
Evans’ company I made a charge, and came out with thirty-six men killed and wounded. 
The adjutant-general was killed, and Adjutant Holliday was promoted to his place, Captain 
Evans being made adjutant. From the disastrous field of Gettysburg the command returned 
to Virginia, engaging on the way in the fight at Falling Water, where Captain Evans com- 
manded the Eleventh regiment. Arriving at Culpeper courthouse the command went into 
winter quarters. When activities commenced in the spring of 1564, the Eleventh was ready 
for action, and its first battle, the Wilderness, was one of the hottest in which it had engaged 
during the war. The brigade (Davis) fought all day, and at night became separated from 
the division. The following day it was commanded by Col. John M. Stone of the Second 
Mississippi. During the -day T. C. Holliday was killed, and Captain Davis was appointed 
adjutant-general. From the Wilderness the command moved on to Spottsylvania, and took 
part in that battle. From that field they moved on to Petersburg, and on the way had a fight | 
at Davis’ farm on the Weldon railroad. Proceeding, they moved in around Petersburg and | 
took position within the fortifications. October 14 they were ordered out to the extreme 
right of the army at Hatchie’s run, to reinforce a troop of cavalry. They defeated the enemy 
and then went into winter quarters. In December, the enemy, having cut the Weldon rail- 
road, they were taken from their quarters and sent down to recapture it. This accomplished 
they returned to their quarters. About the middle of December they were ordered out and 
moved against the Federals on the left, the latter having made a feint on Petersburg. In 
the spring of 1565 came the series of fights around Petersburg, in which the Eleventh Mis- 
sissippi participated. After the surrender of that place the command moved on to Appomat- 
tox, where the army of Lee surrendered. In the storming of the works around Petersburg, 
Davis’ brigade, occupying the extreme right, was left to protect the retreat of Hill’s troops, 
and in that action the greater portion of the men were captured, including Captain Evans. 
While a prisoner he made his escape by swimming across a dam at Hatchie’srun. He over- 
took his command about five miles distant, and was with it at the time of the surrender April 
9. After being paroled Captain Evans returned to his home at Aberdeen, making the trip 
overland on his charger, a pleasure he was permitted to indulge in through the magnanimity 
of General Grant. For several years he gave his attention to planting, and in 1S83 was 
elected chancery clerk of Monroe county for a term of four years, being reélected in 1SS7. 
In 1889 he was nominated by the democratic party for state treasurer, and was duly elected. 
January 6, 1890, he was installed into office. By the terms of the new constitution his term 
is extended two years, or to 1896. Mr. Evaus was married in Monroe county, April 9, 1867, 
to Julia M., daughter of John and Lucey (Traylor) Tompkins, of Albany, Ga. They have 
had five children born to them: Mary H., William G., John J., Juliann T. and Carrie E., all 
of whom are in the enjoyment of good health. He is a member of the Knights of Honor 
and the Knights of Pythias. Captain Evans’ army record is one of which he may well feel 
proud, for be it remembered that he was only in his nineteenth year when he enlisted—a 
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mere boy—and his success and rise was remarkable. He was a natural born soldier, brave 
and fearless in action, and always ready for duty, and is now one of the most popular men 
of his state. He has a splendid physique, stands six feet two inches in hight, and is well 
proportioned. His head is covered with brown hair, and he wears a moustache. His eyes are 
blue, and, unless his mind is disturbed, are always kindly beaming. Nature has endowed 
him with fine social qualities, which he has improved by cultivation, responding ever to his 
large, warm heart, and whether as host or guest, or whether from casual meetings in the 
daily walks of life, the sunshine of his nature makes all those happier on whom it falls. 

Marion McKay Evans, Moss Point, Jackson county, Miss., was born in Handsboro, 
Harrison county, Miss., July 5, 1850, and is a son of William J. and Louisa McKay, also 
Mississippians by birth; their immediate ancestors, however, were from South and North 
Carolina, respectively, the Evans family being prominent citizens of the Marion district of 
South Carolina. Marion M. Evans reeeived his education mainly at Salem high school in 
Greene county, Miss., and at the age of sixteen years he entered the mercantile business. 
He was employed as a clerk, and followed this calling steadily until 1876, when he established 
himself in business at Moss Point in partnership with Lyman Randall, the firm name being 
Randall & Evans. He was afterward associated with J. W. Griffin and L. N. Dantzler suc- 
cessively in business at Moss Point. Mr. Evans has always been identified with the political 
movements of his county, and in Freemasonry he has been a conspicuous figure. He arose 
rapidly in the order, and was appointed district deputy grand master in 1880 and 18S], and 
deputy grand master in I8S5. He was elected junior grand and senior grand warden suc- 
cessively, and in 1889, was made grand master of the Masons. His administration as 
grand master of Masons in Mississippi was marked by the agitation of the saloon question 
in Masonry. This created considerable excitement for a time, but the majesty of the law was 
not only maintained, but harmony was restored completely. In 1885 Mr. Evans became a 
candidate for secretary of state, having as his opponents Col. D. P. Porter, Hon. W. A. Roane 
and Hon. George M. Govan, all gentlemen of the highest character and unusual popularity. 
Mr. Evans, although the youngest and the least known in the state, soon won a large follow- 
ing, and in the convention led in the ballot eleven consecutive times; on the twelfth ballot 
Govan led, and was nominated on the thirteenth. In consideration of the worthiness of their 
foe, the friends of Mr. Evans felt that they had made a gallant fight, and were highly grat- 
ified that their antagonist had been so hard to overcome. In 1889 Mr. Evans was a candi- 
date for lieutenant-governor, with several able opponents. When the convention was met, 
he was nominated by acclamation before the close of the first ballot, and was elected to the 
office the following November. In 1875 he was married to Miss Emma K. Airey, of Natchi- 
toches, La., a lady of refinement and culture, and a member of an old and highly influential 
family of that section. Four sons and one daughter have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Evans. 
Our subject has always lived on the seacoast of Mississippi, the first twenty-four years of his 
life being spent in his native town, and the remainder at Moss Point. He is a Methodist in 
his religious convictions, and is a prohibitionist, but not of the third party. He is an ardent 
democrat. He is a man of strong convictions, and is possessed of the courage to maintain 
any position he may take. 

Thomas R. Evans is a planter who has been identified with the interests of Lowndes 
county from his twenty-sixth year, at which time he came thither from Morgan county, Ga., 
where he was born, September 23, 1833. His childhood days were spent near the town of 
Marlison, Ga., and there received his initiatory training, finishing his literary education in 
Pennfield (Mercer) university. He removed to Monroe county, Miss., in the year 1846, and 
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from there enlisted, in April, 1862, as a private in company F, Forty-third Mississippi volun- 
teers, afterward taking part in the engagements at Iuka, Corinth, Vicksburg and othors. He 
was promoted to the commandership of the post at West Point, Miss., but this position 
he resigned in 1864, and moved to his plantation near West Point, where he remained until 
1865, since which time he has been a resident of his present plantation. He was married on 
December 16, 1856, to Miss Sallie L., daughter of John and Matilda Morton, both of whom 
were born in Georgia, and their union has resulted in the birth of six children: Addie M., Mattie 
(deceased), William G., John M. (deceased), Charles W. and Sallie L. Mr. Evans is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, is a democrat politically, and is a member of the 
farmers’ Alliance. His parents, William G. and Adeline (Heard) Evans, were Georgians by 
birth, but in the year 1845 removed to Monroe county, Miss., where the father was called 
from life in 1889, the mother having died in 1851. They became the parents of children 
named as follows: Faulkner Heard, Thomas R., William A. (a physician); Martha L. (deceased), 
John J. (state treasurer of Mississippi), and Jesse M., Eliza W., Julia A. and Mary. 

One of the most reliable druggists of Hancock county, Miss., Thomas L. Evans, Bay 
Saint Louis, Miss., was born in New Orleans, La., in 1855, and is a son of Thomas L. Evans, 
Sr., a native of Philadelphia. His father was a wealthy capitalist, and removed from his 
native city to New Orleans is 1855; there he died three years later. He had two sons, our sub- 
ject being the only surviving one. He was reared in New Orleans, and received his educa- 
tion in the schools of that place. He was graduated in pharmacy from the Tulane univer- 
sity March 17, 1881, and immediately opened a drug business in New Orleans, which he 
earried on until 1890. In that year he came to Bay Saint Louis, Miss., and established 
himself in the same business. He carries a tine line of drugs and toilet articles, and is fast 
winning that patronage which excellent goods handled intelligently are sure to attract. 
There is no druggist in the county better fitted for the responsible position of prescription 
clerk than he. He is ambitious to excel, and keeps himself well posted by a wide reading 
of druggists’ periodicals. Mr. Evans was married, in 1586, to Miss Mamie Ryan, of New 
Orleans. One child has been born to this union, Lelia C. The family are devout members 
of the Roman Catholic church. 

W. A. Evans, the subject of this sketch, is a memiber of a family that, in its various 
ramifications, has added much to the solid worth of the citizenry of this and other Southern 
states. Two divisions of this family are located in northeast Mississippi; the descendants of 
a third are in western Mississippi. The descendants of James Evans are located chiefly in 
the western portion of Monroe county. They are of large influence. William G. Evans, 
one of the largest planters of east Mississippi, was the father of the subject of this sketch. 
He was a gentleman of the old school, a pleasing host, a man of positive convictions and good 
judgment. No one was more of a balance-wheel for his community than William G. Evans. 
Dr. Evans’ mother was Miss Adeline E. Heard, a woman cultivated and refined, and of a 
family highly esteemed in many Southern communities. She reared seven children. A 
daughter, Mrs. Columbus Love, has recently died, leaving a daughter. Mrs. J. W. Bozeman 
is the wife of Dr. J. W. Bozeman, a leading Baptist minister, living in Meridian. Mrs. T. 
W. Moore is the wife of one of Aberdeen’s most enterprising business men. The four sons 
fought through the Civil war as valiantly as beeame them. Dr. Falkner Evans died several 
years ago, leaving no children. Capt. T. R. Evans is one of the largest planters in Lowndes 
county. Capt. J. J. Evans is now treasurer of the state of Mississippi, and is perhaps the 
most popular man in the state. Dr. William A. Evans was born in Madison, Ga., December 
d, 1836. When but nine years old his father moved with his family to his planting interests 
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in Mississippi, being one of the earliest settlers on its prairies. Dr. Evans’ literary education 
was obtained at the University of Mississippi. He studied medicine in Jefferson medical 
college, of Philadelphia, the College ‘ol Physicians and Surgeons, of New York, and in the 
medical department of the University of the city of New York, from the last of which he 
received his degree. He served in the army of Northern Virginia from May, 1561, to 
November, 1862, when he was transferred to the army of Mississippi. In May, 1863, he 
organized the hospitals at Marion, Ala., and remained there as surgeon in charge until Feb- 
ruary, 1864. At this time he reported to Lieutenant-General Polk as assistant medical 
director. After General Polk’s death he served as assistant medical director under Lieu- 
tenant-General S. D. Lee, until the end of the war. In May, 1864, he was married to Miss 
Josephine Wyatt, in Marion, Ala. They have had seven children: Walter and Lovelace died 
in childhood; Miss Addie Evans, the only daughter, is an artist of reputation; Herbert is the 
youngest boy and the only one at home; Gus, Wyatt and Tindale are assuming positions in 
the communities in which they live. In March, 1869, Dr. Evans located in Aberdeen, Miss., 
the home of his youth, and since that date he has practiced his profession in that community. 
Being strictly attentive to business, possessed of good mind and good educational basis, it is 
needless to say that his practice has always been large. There is no class of men whose lives 
become so interwoven with the lives of a community as those of physicians, and this, true of 
the class, is eminently true of Dr. Evans. No part of his life has been given to public affairs; 
his clientele has claimed it all. There is no truth more forcibly taught by the breadth of 
this century than the necessity of a division of labor. Dr. Evans’ consistent devotion to his 
department of a community’s life work has borne fruit in the esteem in which he is held by 
this community. He is now vigorous and strong, with many years of usefulness before him. 

One of the most prosperous planters, as well as one of the largest landowners in the 
county of Itawamba, is William M. Evans, who was born in Georgia in the year 1S1S. He is 
a son of William and Sela (Dunn) Evans, who were members of old families of Georgia, his 
ancestry having settled there about the beginning of the present century. He was reared on 
a plantation and given the advantages of a common-school education in his native state. He 
began to do for himself at an early age, and has been so successful that he is regarded as one 
of the self-made, wealthy men of the county. In 1844 he married Sarah A. Pierce, a daugh- 
ter of John and Betsey (Skinner) Pierce, and she was a native of Georgia. Her parents were 
also natives of Georgia and members of well-known families there. To Mr. and Mrs. Evans 
seven children have been born—two sons and five daughters—of whom two died young. 
Those living are Martha A., Elizabeth, John T., Susan F. and William D. Mrs. Evans died 
in 1862. She was a model wife and mother, and for long years a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. In 1863 Mr. Evans enlisted in Col. John M. Simonton’s regiment, but 
was soon sent home on account of disability and detailed to provost duty, which he continued 
till the close of the war. Politically he is a democrat, standing high in the estimation of his 
party and fellow-citizens generally, which is attested by the fact that he has been five times 
elected a member of the board of supervisors of Itawamba county. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church South, and is liberal in his contributious to schools, churches 
and to all worthy objects. He is the oldest settler in his part of the county, and has lived on 
his present plantation since 1865. He is the owner of four thousand six hundred acres of 
land, the largest amount owned by any one man in the southern part of the county of Ita- 
wamba. 

K. W. Exum, Vaughan, Yazoo county, Miss., was born in Yazoo county, Miss., April 
30, 1848, and is the eldest of a family of three sons. His father, Edward Exum, was a 
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native of South Carolina, and settled in Yazoo county about the year 1832. He was a farm- 
er by occupation, and was very successful. His death oceurred in 1858. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Mary A. Day, was a native of Amite county, Miss., and a daughter of 
Robert Day, one of the pioneer settlers of Yazoo county. Mrs. Exum is still living on her 
plantation, where she has resided since her marriage in 1847. Their children are K. W., 
the subject of this notice, R. D., who lives with his mother, and E. W., of Utah territory. 
K. W. Exum was reared on a farm in Yazoo county, and received a limited education. 
With the exception of one year at school in Kentucky, he attended the primitive schools of 
pioneer days. On account of the death of his father he remained with his mother until he 
was twenty-seven years of age. Her estate was much involved at the close of the Civil war, 
but with the aid of her sons she managed to regain the most of her possessions. Mr. Exum 
The place then consisted of one hundred 
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began farming on his present plantation in IS7S. 
and sixty acres, to which he has added two hundred acres. He bas made numerous 
improvements on this place. There is a large, comfortable dweliing and convenient barns 
for the storing of crops. In addition to this plantation he owns four hundred and eighty 
acres of land adjoining Vaughan, and two hundred and forty acres in another tract. It is 
all choice land, and about one-half is under excellent cultivation. He has been successful 
in all branches of agriculture, and his estate is the result of his own industry and wise man- 
agement. He was married in 1875 to Miss Susan V. Ledbetter, a daughter of Richard and 
Martha A. (Hendricks) Ledbetter, who were prominent pioneer settlers of Yazoo county. 
Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Exum: Mary E., twin sister, Annie L., 
Nannie D., Richard L., Sue V. and Hallie. Mr. Exum is a member of the Knights of Honor 
of Deasonville, being the assistant presiding officer. From his early manhood he has felt 
a deep interest in the political questions of the day, and has taken an active part in local 
politics. He is now candidate for sheriff of Yazoo county. He is in the prime of life, is 
energetic and progressive, and thoroughly loyal to the interests of Yazoo county. 
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ROMINENT among the citizens of Clarke county is Jack Fairchild, of Roy, a son of 
Robert Fairchild, a planter, who was born in South Carolina about 1760; married Miss 
Naney Taylor, of Newberry, S. C., about 1783; removed to Mississippi about 1812, 

using packhorses, and died about 1853, Mrs. Fairchild having died about 1849. Jack Fairchild 

was born in 1821 in Perry county, Miss., and removed, when young, to Jones county, Jater to 

Lauderdale county, and thence to Clarke county, Miss., where he now resides, eleven miles 

east of Enterprise, on the Enterprise and Energy road. He was married in 1840 in Lauder- 

dale county, Miss., to Miss Eliza Jolly, a daughter of Bradley Jolly, of Lauderdale county, 

Miss. They have had ten children: Elizabeth, R. E., William B., Martha J., Melissa Ann, 

Lofton M., James M., Jack, Monroe, Nathan M. and Eliza Virginia. Seven of these sur- 

vive and are married. Prior to the war Mr. Fairchild was engaged ip planting, which he 

resumed after the return of peace. He owned, formerly, some two hundred acres of land, 
which, by additions, now amounts to one thousand four hundred acres of as good land as 
the average soil of Clarke county, Miss. Much of it is heavily timbered with longleaf pine, 
and he has also about two hundred acres open to cultivation. He is largely engaged in sheep 
husbandry, having about four hundred or five hundred head of the Merino, Cotswold and 

Southdown breeds. He sells principally to the local trade. From two brothers from Wales 

the present American Fairchilds are supposed to have sprung. From the one of the two 

_who settled at Charleston, 5. C., those of the Fairchild family residing in the South are 

probably descended. 

Tew, if any, industrial or professional pursuits have within the last few years made such 
rapid strides as that of the profession of medicine, and among the leading physicians of 
Hinds county, Miss., who have availed themselves of all new ideas and put them into prac- 
tice, may be mentioned Dr. Peter Fairly. He first saw the light of day in Greene county, 
Miss., April 17, 1841, being the eighth of eleven children born to Alexander and Margaret 
(Thompson) Fairly, natives of the Old North state. The father was born in 1797, was reared 
in his native state and there graduated from Floral college. He is of a literary turn of mind, 
and for some fifteen years was engaged in teaching school, during which time he won an 
enviable reputation as an educator and disciplinarian. He js an extensive reader, and is well- 
posted in all the general topics of the day, and although he has attained the advanced age 
of ninety-four years, he is in good health, and his mind shows but little the ravages of time. 
He came to Mississippi in 1823, locating in Greene county, where he was engaged in planting 
and stockraising, making a decided success of both callings. He accumulated a large and 
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valuable property, and is now in the enjoyment of a handsome competency. Although he 
has never been a politician, he has represented his county in the legislature of Mississippi, 
during which time he made a faithful and intelligent legislator. He is now residing in Coving- 
ton county with his wife, an estimable, intelligent and motherly old lady, who is now in her 
eighty-seventh year. They have seen sixty-eight anniversaries of their marriage, and all their 
children grew to maturity, married and became parents. Nine are now living, and three of the 
sons have held some of the most responsible positions of their county. The Fairlys are of 
Scotch descent, the paternal grandfather of the subject of this sketch being a native of Scot- 
land. Dr. Peter Fairly was reared in Greene county and was educated at Salem high school, 
obtaining a good Eaglish and classical education. In 1868 he graduated from Tulane uni- 
versity of New Orleans, having previously gone through the war, being heutenant of company 
I, Seventh Mississippi regiment throughout the entire conflict. He was in all the battles of 
the West from Shiloh to Atlanta, and at the battle of Peach Tree creek he was severely 
wounded. He surrendered at Greensboro, N. C., after which he returned home, taught 
school and studied medicine as above stated. His first practice was done in Covington 
county, where he remained for eleven years, when he was called (in 187%) to Brandon to settle 
the affairs of the Rankin county saving institution, and here he continued to make his home 
for ten years, during which time he was actively engaged in the practice of his profession. 
In 1889 he came to Jackson, where he has built up a large and lucrative practice. He is an 
able representative of the medical fraternity and one of whom the profession may well be 

.proud. He is superintendent of the State institution for the blind, succeeding Miss Maggie 
Langley, she succeeding her father, Dr. W. 8S. Langley, and in this capacity has shown him- 
self an able and successful manager. By his undeviating efforts and faithfulness to his pro- 
fession he has accumulated considerable property and in addition to his profession is now 
farming, extensively in Rankin county. He is a gentleman in every sense of the word, as 
well as being an exemplary Christian. In 1850 he was married to Miss Leila Langley, a 
native of Mississippi and a daughter of Dr. W.S. Langley. To the Doctor and his wife the 
following children have been born: Albert L., Peter A., Sophia L. and Maggie M. The 
Doctor and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church, in which he is ruling elder, 
and socially, he is a member of the A. F. & A.M., the K. of H. and the A. O. U. W. 

It is an undeniable truth that the life of any man is of great benefit to the community 
in which he resides, when all his efforts are directed toward advancing its interests, and 
who lives according to the highest principles of what he conceives to be right, helping others 
and caring for those who are unable to do for themselves. Such aman is Mr. George W. 
Faison, who has been one of the highly successful and enterprising merchants of this section 
for many years. His name has become a familiar one to the people of Sunflower, as well as 
the surrounding counties, and his genial and sincere nature, no less than the business in 
which he is engaged, has tended to bring about this result. He was born in Southampton 
connty, Va., Anguast 7, 1830, in which state his father and grandfather before him were 
born, the birth of the former occurring in Sussex county in 1810. Squire Faison, the grand- 
father, inherited French blood of bis ancestors, who were early residents of Virginia, in the 
history of which state they became well known. Capt. Hiram Faison, father of George W., 
grew to maturity in the county of his birth, and was there married to Miss Sarah West, a 
daughter of William West, who belonged to a pioneer family of Virginia, and was a soldier 
in the Revolutionary war. After his marriage Capt. Faison settled in Southampton county, 
where he was engaged in planting until his death, about the year 1$42, becoming prominent 
in the affairs of that county. He served in the capacity of captain of militia, and held local 
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positions of honor and trust, and for many years was a prominent member of the Baptist 
church. His widow survived him about two years, dying in 1844. George W. Faison is 
the eldest of a family of three sons and two daughters that grew to mature years, and in the 
county of his birth he attained to man’s estate. In 1851 he determined to seek a home for 
himself in a new locality, and took up his abode in Fayette county, Tenn., where he 
was engaged in farming for a number of years. In 1858 he moved to Mississippi and 
located in Issaquena county, where he followed merchandising and planting for about four 
years. Since that time he has been one of the foremost residents of Sunflower county, his 
residence being at Iaisonia. He first engaged in planting at this point, but in 1866 also 
embarked in merchandising, and since locating here has had several branch stores. His first 
store was established at Indianola, where he did business for about one year, and in 1870 
another establishment was started in Johnsonville, which was successfully conducted for 
about six years. He sold out this establishment in 1878, and in 1881 opened a store at 
Greenville, conducting affairs there in a highly successful manner for about two years. In 
1888 he built a fine business block of three storerooms in Indianola, where he has con- 
ducted affairs under the firm name of Faison & Son. They now have three complete 
stores, one at Faisonia, one at Shaws and the other in Indianola. They carry a very 
large stock of general merchandise and do an annual business of about $250,000. Mr. 
Faison is one of the largest planters of Sunflower county. He has under cultivation about 
three thousand five hundred acres of Jand in this county in several plantations, in addi- 
tion to which he has some two thousand acres of wild land. Mr. Faison commenced 
business in this county after the war almost empty handed, but his own industry and 
superior business capacity and management have accumulated a large estate, and he is now 
one of the most substantial business men in this section of the country. He was married 
in Tennessee in 1854 to Miss Ellen R. Fields, a native of North Carolina, but reared in 
Mississippi, a daughter of Jesse Fields, one of the early resideuts of Issaquena county. 
Mrs. Faison was called from life in this state in 1863, having borne one son, George W., 
Jr., a sketch of whom immediately follows this. Mr. Faison married his present wife in 
this county in 1869, she being Mrs. Anna M. Waites, a danghter of Judge Smith, a former 
circuit judge and a member of the Mississippi legislature. Mrs. Faison was born 
and reared in Hinds county, Miss., and has borne her husband the following children: 
Walter B., William M., Addie E., James P. and Edmond H. Mr. Faison’s career thus 
far in life has been one of which he has every reason to be proud, and owing to his 
many sterling characteristics he possesses many warm friends throughout this section. 
He has long been prominently connected with the Methodist Episcopal church, and all 
things of a public nature which point to the material benefit of the county receive his support. 

Among the shrewd, successful and far-seeing young business men of this section is 
Mr. George W. Faison, Jr., who, like his father, possesses business ability of a high order. 
He was born in Issaquena county, Miss , February 23, 1861, and in 1863 was brought by his 
parents to Sunflower county, his early youth being spent in Faisonia. He was given the 
advantages of the schools of this county, and his education was completed at Washington and 
Lee college, Virginia. Upon bis return from college he began clerking in his father’s store 
in Faisonia, continuing with him for five years. During this time he received a most thorough 
busines3 training and laid the foundation for a successful career in later years. In 1S85 he 
engaged in merchandising at Shaws, and for about three years successfully conducted affairs 
at that point. In 1888S the present partnership of G. W. Faison & Son was formed, with 
a store at Faisonia, Shaws, and a double store at Indianola, their annual sales being very 
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satisfactory. Mr. Faison is a young man of sterling qualities of character, and as a business 
manager has not his superior among the young men of this section. His habits are unex- 
ceptionable, and heis highly esteemed and respected in social as well as business circles. 

Richard B. Faison. This successful, pushing and energetic planter, was born in South- 
ampton county, Va., October 4, 1838, to Capt. Hiram Faison, and in the state and county 
of his birth he grew to manhood, receiving a fair English education in a private school. 
At the age of twenty-one years, or in 1859, he came west to Mississippi and for some time 
was engaged in clerking ina store belonging to his brother, George W. Faison, in Issaquena 
county. In 1863 he became a resident of Sunflower county, and for some time thereafter 
was engaged in farming on the Sunflower river, which occupation he discontinued in 1866 
to once more follow the calling of a clerk in his brother’s store. In 1873 he located on a 
plantation, and is now the owner of three hundred and twenty acres of land, of which about 
one hundred and forty acres are under cultivation. -His land is well improved and his 
residence is a very commodious, substantial and pleasant one. He has also a good cottongin 
and other buildings. Since 1888 he has conducted a plantation and neighborhood store on 
his place, which is bringing him in fair returns, but he has for some time past lived in 
Indianola in one of the largest and handsomest residences in the place. He was married in 
this county in July, 1875, to Miss Sarah Carter, a native of Louisiana, born and reared in 
Morehouse parish, a daughter of Jobn Carter. Their union has resulted in the birth of six 
children: Annie, John H., Ella Clara and Ethelin, and two children now deceased: Robert 
Lee, who died in infancy in 1S88, and Richard B., an interesting lad, who was called from 
life in 1891 at the ageof thirteenyears. Richard B. Faison, like his brother George W., began 
life a poor boy, but has by his own industry and good management accumulated a compe- 
tency. In agricultural matters he is practically informed and well posted and his example 
is one well worthy of imitation. He lost his left arm in childhood, yet by his indomitable 
pluck has reared his family in comfort and has accumulated a fair share of this world’s 
goods. His reputation has remained unblemished throughout a long business career, and 
for his Christian character and for the enterprising and public spirit that he has always 
manifested, he is highly esteemed by all who know him. Of the property: that he has 
acquired by the sweat of his brow, he gives liberally in the support of worthy institutions 
and may well be considered an acquisition to the community in which he resides. 

The following space will be devoted to the memory of the deceased lawyer and author 
whose brilliant career was cut off by the hand of the assassin at the highest tide of his pros- 
perity. Col. William C. Falkner, Ripley Miss., was born in the state of Missouri in 1833, 
and was a son of Joseph Falkner. he father was a native of Tennessee, and married Miss 
Caroline Word, a native of the same state; they removed to Missouri and settled at St. Gene- 
vieve. There our subject was reared until he was fourteen years of,age, when he went to 
Ripley, Miss., to live with an uncle. He was employed by the sheriff of the county, and 
worked at the jail and attended school until he was eighteen years of age. It was about this 
time that he assisted in the capture of a murderer by the name of MeCannon. The guilty man 
confessed his crime; the confession was written up by Colonel Falkner and published, its 
sale bringing him the first money he had earned in his life. At the outbreak of the Mexi 
ean war he volunteered in Capt. Alex. Jackson’s company as a private; he was soon made 
first lieutenant, but soon received a wound which disabled him; before he was again fit for 
duty the war had closed. He was married in 1547 to Miss Holland Pearce, of Knoxville, 
Tenn. He then began the study of law and was admitted to the bar at Ripley, and was sue 
cessfully engaged in the practice of his profession at the time the Civil war broke upon this 
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country. For a time he was a leader of the Know-nothing party of Tippah county, and 
edited a paper known as the Uncle Sam, which was the organ of the party, and kept it 
together. He entered with spirit upon the Civil war, raised a company which bore his 
name and of which he was captain. In 1861 he was elected colonel of the Second Mis- 
sissippi regiment, and took them to Virginia, where they were mustered into the Con- 
federate service at Harper’s Ferry. He led them in the first battle of Manassas and Bull 
Run. At the end of twelve months he returned and secured a large number of recruits, 
which he took to Virginia and organized into a regiment. On account of ill health he came 
home, and soon afterward received a commission from President Davis to raise a regiment 
of cavalry. He raised the Seventh Mississippi cavalry, and served with them during the 
war. After the surrender he resumed the practice of law, which he continued until about 
1868, when he conceived the idea of building the railroad from Middleton, Tenn., to Ripley, 
Miss., and through his efforts this was completed in 1872. He was a Tilden elector in 1876 
for the second congressional district; he made a hard canvass of the district, and lead the 
ticket. In 1887 he began the extension of the railroad soath, and in 1888 he completed it 
to Pontotoc, where it is now terminated, there being in operation sixty-four miles. Colonel 
Falkner was manager, controller and president of the road, and it owes its existence to his 
efforts. In the midst of all these pressing commercial duties, Colonel Falkner still found 
time for the culture of the intellectual side of his nature, and from 1865 to 1886, he wrote 
three books, two novels and one book of travels. “The White Rose of Memphis,” which has 
had a large circulation, was published about 1880; in 1882, ‘The Little Brick Church’? was 
published, a novel of much literary merit. In 1883 the Colonel made a trip to Europe, and 
the next year he published an account of this jaunt called ‘‘ Rapid Ramblings in Europe.”’ 
In 1869 John W. T. Falkner, son of Colonel Falkner, was admitted to the bar, and he 
retired in favor of his son. In 1889, while in New York, he was nominated to the legis- 
. lature of Mississippi, and on November 5, of the same year, he was elected to the office, and 
at five o’clock of the same day he was assassinated while standing in the strect of Ripley by 
R. J. Thurmond. The Grenada Sentinel characterized the trial which acquitted this man as 
a mockery of justice, and such it would seem in view of all the evidence. But, as the Senti- 
nel further adds: ‘It is a happy reflection to know that money and corruption have no sway 
in the world to come.’’ John W. T. Falkner is the only child of the first marriage. He 
was educated in the University of Oxford, studied law, and was graduated in 1869; he was 
at once admitted to the bar, and has been engaged in practice since that time. In 1886 he 
was appointed assistant United States district attorney, and served until 1888. He was 
married in 1869 to Miss Sallie A. Murry, a native of Mississippi. Of this union five chil- 
dren have been born, two of whom are deceased. The parents are members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. Mr. Falkner is a member of the I. O. O. F. and the Knights of 
Pythias. He is a devoted student of his profession and a lawyer of much more than ordi- 
nary ability. Colonel Falkner was a high degree Mason, and was buried by that body. He 
was a man of many talents, a writer of clear, pure literary style, a business man of the tinest 
qualifications, and a lawyer of high rank; he was the leading spirit in every enterprise lead- 
ing to the elevation of Oxford, and was a liberal supporter of religious and educational insti- 
tutions. He was a man of fine appearance, and the heart that sent the pulses of life through 
his manly form was as tender as a woman’s. Colonel Falkner’s first wife having died, he 
married a second time in 1850, and has three daughters living, the fruits of this union. 
Two of them married, one to a prominent physician residing at Ripley, Miss., Dr. N. G. 
Carter, the other to Mr. Edward F. Campbell, of Memphis, Tenn. 
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©. H. Fant, Friar’s Point, Miss., a prominent planter of Coahoma county and secretary 
and treasurer of the Friar’s Point oil mill, was born near Huntsville, Ala., in 1837, and was 
the youngest of eight children born to John B. and Jane (Barber) Fant, both of whom are 
descendants of prominent Virginia families. The father moved to Alabama about 1835, and 
in the winter of 1837 from there to Holly Springs, Marshall county, Miss., where he was 
among the pioneers. He was a very prominent citizen and president of the board of super. 
visors for many years. He bought property in Coahoma county and followed agricultural 
pursuits there for some time. His death occurred near Holly Springs in 1883, at the age of 
eighty-three years. His wife had received her final summons in 1863. Both were worthy 
members of the Methodist Mpiscopal church South, and he was a liberal contributor and 
supporter of the same up to the time of his death. During the Civil war he lost heavily, 
but repaired his fortune later. C. H. Fant was reared in Marshall county, Miss., attended 
the school there, and graduated at a college at Florence, Ala. In 1858, or when twenty-one 
years of age, he began manufacturing at Florence (Ala.) woolen mill, and during a portion of 
the time was manufacturing the Confederate gray for uniforms. He was burnt out by the 
Federals in 1864. The year previous to this Mr. Fant enlisted in company F, Fourth Ala- 
bama cavalry, as private, was with General Forrest in his Tennessee raid and was in the Missis- 
sippi campaign. In 1864 he was made lieutenant of his company and served in that capacity 
until peace was declared, being discharged at Selma, Ala. During the last year of this 
memorable struggle Mr. Fant was in almost constant skirmishes and engagements. He 
afterward farmed one year in Alabama, and in 1867 came to his present place in Coahoma 
county, ten miles south of Friar’s Point, on property that was once owned by his father, six 
hundred acres, with four hundred and fifty acres under cultivation. He cleared about one- 
half and made all improvements. In 1878 he moved to Friar’s Point, where he has a tine 
place and about one hundred acres of land. He was one of the promoters and organizers of 
the oil mill at Friar’s Point, and this establishment is, perhaps, the best equipped in Missis- 
sippi. They have the best improved machinery and excellent buildings. Mr. Fant was mar- 
ried the first time, in 1557, to Miss Lula Foster, of Florence, Ala., who died in 1875, leav- 
ing four children: Annie, Edward, Foster and Ellington, all now living. Several children 
died in infancy. In 1878 Mr. Fant took for his second wife Miss Addie Maynard, a native 
of Mississippi, and the daughter of Decatur Maynard (see sketch of George F. Maynard). 
One child, Henry Wallace, is the result of this union. The family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church South. Myr. Fant is now one of the active managers of the oil 
mill, which enterprise is very prosperous for its recent establishment. He is also a stock- 
holder in the Friar’s Point Loan and Improvement company. Mr. Fant is tall, large- 
framed, rngged and hearty. and genial and courteous. He has dark hair tinged with gray, 
and dark eyes. He is one of the leading, enterprising and prosperous men of Coahoma 
county. é 
Dr. Joshua C. Fant was born in South Carolina in 1832, and moved with his parents to 
Noxubee county, Miss., when quite a small boy. He graduated in medicine in Charleston, S. 
C.; in 1857, and located in Macon, Miss., where he lived until removed by death, October 25, 
1889, at fifty-seven years of age. Dr. Fant was a true Christian, faithful, useful and hon- 
ored citizen, and a popular and successful physician. By his genial and cheerful disposition 
and ability as a medical man he enjoyed a large circle of friends and patrons, by whom he 
was much admired and esteemed. He served with distinction as surgeon during the late 
war, but owing to a lack of data we are unable to give any particular action. He died as he 


had lived, with full confidence in the redeeming blood of Christ. 
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George Porterfield Farley (deceased) was a man whose career was honorable in the sight 
of God and man, and as a law-abiding, public-spirited and enterprising citizen he had not 
his superior in his section of the country. He was born on the 4th of July, 1811, on what 
is now known as the Wattsland plantation, and on this place his family now resides. He 
owned at one time one thousand nine hundred acres of land, which, after his death, which 
occurred October 9, 1879, was divided among his heirs. On the 10th of September, 1837, 
he was united in marriage to Mrs. Mills, of this county, and by her became the father of 
eight children—three sons and five daughters. The sons died in infancy, and one daughter, 
Buena Vista, in her sixteenth year. The other four daughters still survive, their names 
being: Chestina P., wife of A. J. Melton (see sketch); Charlotte P., widow of Dr. Hayes; 
George P., widow of L. J. Slay; and Thetis M., wife of W. A. Killingsworth. After the 
death of her husband Mrs. Farley took up her permanent abode on the homestead, and in 
her own right is the owner of seven hundred and forty-two acres of land, all of which she 
leases. She is quite extensively engaged in stockraising, and her cotton crop usually aver- 
ages about thirty bales annually. Mr. Farley was a strong Union man during the Rebellion, 
and was chosen as a member of the reconstruction convention at Jackson, and also otherwise 
took a prominent part in the current issues of the day. He was a leader in whatever he under- 
took, and for his intelligent views on all matters, and for his charity and liberality, he was 
looked up to and respected by all who came within his influence. His father, Robert Farley, 
was twice married—first to Miss Mary E. Watts, a descendant of the Lee family, she being 
a relative of Gen. Robert E. Lee. The result of this union was two sons and four daugh- 
ters. George Porterfield was a son of this union. After the death of his wife he was mar- 
ried to a widow by the name of Jordan, who bore him one son and two daughters. Of his 
entire family one son and six daughters attained mature years, and settled in Jefferson 
county, Miss., where they spent their entire lives, all being now deceased, except one daugh- 
ter by the last union. Robert Farley was a Virginian by birth, and first saw the light of 
day in the year 1779. He came to Jefferson county, Miss., in the year 1793 in search of a 
fortune, and in this was successful, for he obtained a Spanish grant of land near where the 
family now reside, and here gathered around him a considerable amount of worldly goods. 
The Farley family are well known in this section and are considered among its most sub- 
stantial citizens. They move in the highest social circles and are well known for their intel- 
ligence, kind hospitality and charity. 

Among the rising young men of Yazoo county is John M. Farish, of Valley, a brief out- 
line of whose career will occupy the following space. He was born in Yazoo county May 1o, 
1866, and is the elder of two children of William T. and Mary (Jackson) Farish, natives of 
Alabama. The father removed to Mississippi at an early day, and settled in Yazoo county, 
where he engaged in planting. He followed this occupation until bis death, in 1890. He 
was a son of George Farish, who was a Virginian by birth. The maternal grandparents of 
Jobn M. were John M. and Cynthia Jackson, of Alabama. He was reared in his native 
county, attending the public and private schools until he was nineteen years of age. Hav- 
ing finished the junior year at Harperville college and chosen the profession of medicine for 
his life work, he entered the medical college at Louisville, Ky., where he pursued his studies 
for two years. He was graduated with the class of 1888, and returned to Yazoo county, 
entering at once into practice, and was admitted to membership in the Mississippi. state 
medical association. Although young in years and experience, he has won a profitable prac- 
tice, and his skill, energy and ambition will soon place him in the front ranks of the profes 
sion in his county. In addition to bis professional duties he superintends the cultivation of 
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his plantation. He owns five hundred acres, one hundred of which are under excellent cul- 
tivation. He was located at Sartatia until the death of his father, when he returned to the 
parental roof, and together with his brother, George W., has been carrying on the business 
left by his father. The farm lies principally in the Yazoo river valley, and is one of the 
inost fertile and productive in the whole county. The mother of our subject, and he also, 
belong to the Missionary Baptist chureh. Mr. Parish is an active member of the Farmers’ 
Alliance. Politically he affiliates with the democratic party. 

Capt. William S. Farish, lawyer, and the present prosecuting attorney for the dis- 
trict in which he lives, owes his nativity to Woodville, Wilkinson county, Miss., where his 
birth oceurred on the oth of March, 1843. His parents, Hazelwood M. and Jane L. (Davis) 
Farish, were natives of Virginia and Mississippi respectively, and his maternal grandmother, 
who was the youngest sister of President Jefferson Davis, was also a native of Mississipp1. 
At the age of fourteen years the grandmother married Robert Davis, who was an officer and 
served with distinction in the War of 1512. Her death occurred at the age of eighteen 
years. She left two children, Jane L. and Kllen M., the latter now the wife of Thomas 5S. 
Anderson, who was the brother-in-law of Governor MeWillie, of this state. Hazelwood M. 
Farish was one of the leading and distinguished attorneys of Mississippi, to which state he bad 
moved at an early day, and was contemporary with Judge Simrall, of Warren county, and 
other noted lawyers of his day. His argumentative powers were clear, vigorous and incisive, 
and his knowledge of the law profound. He died in 1849, when in the bight of his success. 
Capt. William 5S. Farish, the eldest of three children, the others being Dr. R. D., of Mayers- 
ville (see sketch) and Fannie A., widow of W. J. Stout, received the rudiments of an educa- 
tion in the schools of the county in which he was born, and at the age of seventeen years 
entered the University of Mississippi. Previous to graduating, hostilities began between the 
North and South, and Captain Farish left school and joined the Eighteenth Mississippi regi- 
ment, serving with this regiment in the first battle of Manassas (which occurred three days 
after his joining). Shortly after this engagement he was discharged on account of sickness, 
and three months later, with restored health, he went to Richmond, where he spent a month 
at the presidential mansion. He was then promoted to a cadetship in the regular army of 
the Confederacy, and rejoined his old regiment at Yorktown, Va., without reénlisting. After 
the battle of Williamsburg he went to Richmond and there found orders to report to Gen. 
Kirby Smith, then in east Tennessee. He served for a few months on General Smith’s per- 
sonal staff and was then assigned by him as aid-de-camp to Col. Thomas Taylor, who was 
commanding a brigade under General Smith. Captain Farish was with the last-named Gen- 
eral in Bragg’s campaign through Kentucky, but this brigade was not engaged either at Rich- 
mond or Perryville of that state. During the retreat he was for awhile with the rear guard 
and was in some severe skirmishes. Afterward, Stephen’s division, to which Taylor’s brig- 
ade belonged, was ordered to Vicksburg under General Pemberton, Taylor in the meantime 
being promoted to the rank of brigadier-general. Previous to the siege of Vicksburg by Gen- 
eral Grant, Taylor was relieved of the command of his brigade, the Confederate senate having 
refused to confirm his appointment. Captain Farish then reported to General Pemberton and 
was sent by him as specigl bearer of dispatches to Richmond, Va. He took the last train that 
left the city of Vicksburg, and when ready to return there from Richmond, found the city 
invested with Grant's army, and he could not report to General Pemberton. He was then 
ordered to report to Gen. Joseph EK. Johnston, at Jackson, and was by him assigned to duty 
in his ordnance department, of which Captain Evans was in command, and there remained 
until the exchange of Gen. Stephen D. Lee, who was captured in the fall of Vicksburg. Shortly 
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after the exchange mentioned, Captain Farish was assigned to duty on General Lee’s per- 
sonal staff, where he remained until the latter surrendered with General Johnston’s army at 
Greensboro, N. C., in April, 1865. Captain Farish served under General Lee in the cavalry 
fights at Moscow and Harrisburg, Miss., and in numerous minor engagements. 

Not long after his assignment to the staff of General Lee, Captain Farish attained his 
majority, and was examined for promotion in the regular army of the Confederacy. He was 
first made lieutenant in the regular service, and-shortly afterward captain in the provisional 
service. Lee, after being promoted to the rank of lieutenant-general, was assigned to the 
command of Hood’s corps in General Johnson’s army in front of Atlanta, and Captain 
Farish went with him to that command. He participated in the heavy fighting in and 
around Atlanta and in the battle of Jonesboro. He was with General Lee’s command in 
Hood’s Tennessee campaign, and took part in the battles of Franklin and Nashville. Gen- 
eral Lee was wounded in the foot during the retreat from Nashville, and left his command 
for a season. Maj.-Gen. D. H. Hill was assigned the command of General Lee’s corps, 
and not long afterward this corps was ordered to Goldsboro, N. C., to codperate with troops 
in that section, to oppose Sherman’s advance from the coast toward Richmond. Captain 
Farish served as aid-de-camp to General Hill during the movements of the armies through 
North and South Carolina, and participated in the battles fought with General Sherman’s 
advance. At the battle of Kingston the Captain was slightly wounded in the left knee, the 
only wound received during his entire service of four years. Shortly before the surrender 
of General Johnson, General Lee had sufficiently recovered from his wound to rejoin the 
army and resuiwe command of his corps, and with him Captain Farish surrendered his sword 
in the little town of Greensboro, as before mentioned. Captain Farish then returned to his 
home, but found his property destroyed, and the inheritance that should have been his seat- 
tered in every direction. He immediately commenced planting, but this was not at all to 
his taste, the labor and the season being both against a successful termination of his hopes. 
In 1867 he attended the University of Virginia, took the degree of B. L., and early in the 
year 1869 began the practice of law in Vicksburg, where he remained over a year. In 1571 
he moved to Mayersville, Issaquena county, and there he has bad a very successful practice, 
and is considered one of the most talented attorneys of the fourth district. He is a clear, 
comprehensive thinker, an excellent reasoner, and the succession of his thoughts is closely 
logical. In personal appearance the Captain is about five feet ten inches in hight, slender 
build, piercing brown eyes, a long, pointed mustache, and is a man who would attract atten- 
tion in any assembly by his distinguished appearance. In 1878 Captain Farish was elected 
to the state senate, served one session, and then resigned, in order to run for the office of 
district attorney, to which office he had been nominated by the democratic party. In this 
race he was beaten by the republican nominee, C. W. Clark, who resigned in 1S80, and 
Captain Farish was then elected by a handsome majority. He has been twice reélected to 
this office by handsome majorities, for terms of four years each, and is the present incumbent. 
He was a delegate from the county of Issaquena to the constitutional convention of 1890, 
The Captain was married in May, 18S0, to Miss Kate M. Power, of Natchez, Miss., a daugh- 
ter of Stephen F. Power. Captain and Mrs. Farish are the parents of four interesting 
children: W. R., Rosalie, Stephen D. and F. P. 

Dr. R. D. Farish, physician, Mayersville, Miss., who is a descendant of old and honored 
families on both the father’s and mother’s side, was born in Wilkinson county, Miss., in the 
year 1845, and is now one of the leading physicians of Issaquena county. His father, 
Hazelwood Farish, was a native of the Old Dominion, and his mother, Jane L. (Davis) 


- 


vey eenl beer ao ylgb ol bites asw sda 'T (yl edit ' {9 >) 
mn veseve w'nodamutell Tavieoth dite beet itel te len hagiadet. eed a i Ia 
dovoo oll rl om Lireo®) sptm tenga dete athe OGL igh ni ee 
Ayn yore eel HORN maUNRWNiT ED OF: Dirt, nee erideirish boa gener is 
Hit toonebia dena ciate) woul lites) Te This al) ib dirouniligions end retiagaol 
av ot romoebelue® edi le waren Wie sult ot dabhenrrn wt heaineze one Dan 
laiolecrvord 93 ni alwiqas byewerithy y)htule has dityun tale ed? ot tannedepil ¢ 
end of bougiese eaw Jotsoeg-dnnmeipell to choi od) of batomong wiied wills eal 
aiaiqe bar wsdialtd lo feted at qanitie a aopedel: ero ai eqnoe ebook to t 
bos ai goitdy proud odd of betagisikag GH) Mbaaumios dad) ob arid itive daow 
oi hago e'eek lmene®) dtiw ea ol ~aeoodh Yo ola odd at bao aaah & 
oi) = olfivdesA Dra vital Senetiind a) Ai tag Boot fre uygleqame oguneuneT e'B 
bitkevetoy ald Mel fsa jut oul mul tention ot alah doot odt ab feboavow pew ; 16 
noo we Latenet) Yo. Tuna caih Lowery tite tae” ik ab AL oO) Gl. one ae 
agooyd dle elrrmaqioo o OA sorted iat? ud owe) rete) aay aqioe veult buses anetl 
wieh~e)  .beordot fxawet dasa’ add aco? cooerhe ewarted@ evxoqqo of oto d 
dyinod! epinie of) Yo dacend, ot gail) (iB inva Ot qua-ob- Bia ae boviwed 
eveemed’ Inmet) diiw dbgtel esittwl ad? ut betagiohung Baw potfouw) diwo8 baa 
of) ono dal ail ai hofunen Yihdatly, saw ini ap ooleguit Yo eltadiondt ih 
whaomne odd evted ¥lindt -Gaaey wot to svhrrse evhhdte aid yor fiaviedor bowow 4 
edt mings od benow aid count earn violas bathed lereneD) poendot ti > lo 
howe eid Deiebosrna debian ahah) midaliiey Tage apie aid Yo Seamiing aulnest sian 
il od Viqyparitet adi dele’, wind)  Reodteoeerdiad it odetioonhy Yo urwo Lidl 
jooe wid wood evad fldods tol? 44a He ahi Tigsar (bony in'pdaafs ibe WOK ail Dosayten? isc y 
os the is joa esw aida tnd gation bepseken, Gieliegsa. oll moteetibyrera™’ 
ena atd Yo eonaninnys) Te heeonmete a HDi weg iho her Pinel vorwee oll ban soda olf oa 
i ai vinde Daw EAL Ws event wt doot GaioteT lope vin odd Bafinelta, of Fem z 
iT?) al my no hese wd eal Qonntlel af gal te woltompods baged caer 
















































aie 
: 


anion Urlarwods grey a bed ead at eres how (aie aaenpead: efiivreveld of bovour ax 

ele fa tohureih Minecak od Jo aieoivre hin bedpelad loom ef) o-one barvahianed ai 
in wt eietoctod? etd fo colons ot iad Aone todlieoa tea Sodaids ovienede 
fiuole inet ai xedoal aot towt ovit deudit olny edt enonteqye [igor al < 


olin Siloti ove aad ef Aatee erie apenas vag" Oi sate mpord qninraig 
lava, cbteyald OTe gl eh TRAE Laoidetruditert: aid ed elles pee YO al 


vied 


i ool of Peoyhne nal bot ptoleese-end hertes etonen sista Gain 


ow 


it 
a 
r4 MHimioneds fb -od Eexhenonwe opel Brat ef celia Viewed vote ithe So 
‘is ris wily vt OW 2D oeapeiteeu dsticinees ont xd gato angw od r 
batewlinr onbwt nit wml aie | ghee Heereu Cheney | 2 vt Geloale ovdt anw deite"t al 


Hiodierene deveria sd’ od bow tere eerie fe aael tel wold ojear omeboad xd ioe 
MH to ovidaevon ienetieti feos adebt aien geen te <lovoo odd iaork olngsiob a 
rhuyrind wih gaehetndt Ye towel Moods etl OOO walt al bene aew aiakgaal 
yiiteraink qoot To adineasy al on dee ie bua padqad  aswot'E sre qos 


oo hie ootyot? oifaeadt AP OW sm 1 
honed Seen bie to fede eoladw edt lineal ooiiendhy dit 90 “a 
alt wi atl atte dom ob aed aew .ehieaadtent bon esti) eile ag: 
wilted a) hues casey de woniairela yribnel edt Yo ono won de bow (8 
(ive) of onthe euler ed) tam devia ao AO wd) 40 wre hans 0 inca 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI, 719 


Farisb, was born in Mississippi. After his marriage Hazelwood Farish settled in Wilkinson 
county, Miss., and was considered one of the ablest and most distinguished lawyers in the 
state. He died in 1849. He and wife were the parents of three children, who were named 
in the order of their births as follows: Hon. W.5S., an attorney; Dr. Robert D. and Fannie, 
widow of W. Stout, formerly of Arkansas. The grandfather served with distinction as an 
ofticer in the Revolutionary war, and Wilkinson county now has charge of his side arms. 
The maternal grandmother was a sister of the late Jefferson Davis of the Confederacy. Dr. 
R. D. Farish was in attendance at school when the war broke out, but in 1862 he abandoned 
his books and enlisted as a private in company I, Thirty-ninth Mississippi infantry, attached 
to the armies under Generals Price, Johnston and Pemberton. For nearly two years he 
served as private, and was afterward made ordnance sergeant in the regular army by com- 
mission from the secretary of war, and stationed at Demopolis, Ala. After the evacuation 
of Mobile, Ala., he was placed in charge of a steamer to transfer ordnance to Columbus, 
where he was stationed when notified of General Lee’s surrender. He then turned over the 
supplies in his charge to the government officials at Macon, Miss., and went to Meridian, of 
that state, where he was paroled by General Canby. After the war the Doctor entered the 
University of Virginia, and later entered the medical department of the University of Louisiana, 
from which he received his diploma in 1869. He first commenced practicing in Wilkinson 
county, remained there three years, and then moved to Issaquena county, where he has prac- 
ticed ever since. Heis sanitary physician and health officer of the county, and mayor of the 
village of Mayersville. He is also chairman of the democratic executive committee of the 
county. He was married in 1576 to Miss C. H. Power, of Natchez, daughter of Stephen F. 
Power, and niece of Gen. N. H. Harris of Confederate fame. The father, a Mexican veteran, 
was formerly from New Orleans, but moved to Natchez, where he became one of the prominent 
men of the city. ‘To the Doctor’s marriage there were born five children, four of whom are 
living: Robertson Davis, Hazelwood P., Caroline, Robert W. (deceased), and Jefferson 
Davis. Mrs. Farish is a member of the Episcopal church, a graduate of St. Simeon’s 
academy, New Orleans, and an accomplished scholar and musician. Although he takes con- 
siderable interest in politics, Dr. Farish is by no means an ofliceseeker. He has shown his 
appreciation of secret societies by becoming a member of the Masonic fraternity, W. H. 
Stephen's lodge No. 121, of Vicksburg. the Knights of Pythias, Lee ledge and the American 
Legion of Honor. Unlike his brother, Captain Farish, the Doctor is of medium hight, fair 
complexion, and is inclined to corpulency. He is a leading physician of the county, and 
has won an enviable reputation as a practitioner of the healing art throughout the Yazoo 
delta. 

Dr. Caleb F. Farrar, physician and surgeon, Kingston, Miss. Grandfather Alexander 
Farrar was a native Virginian, but when a boy was taken by his parents across the 
mountains into Tennessee, and from there they floated down the Tennessee, Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi river to a point just above Natchez, where they were surprised by the Indians, 
and all killed except two sons and a daughter. One of the sons died soon after, and the 
daughter married, but had no issue. The other son, Alexander, was left to struggle for 
a livelihood as best he could, and he became a wealthy planter, settling on Cole’s creek on 
what is known as Moss Groye plantation. He married and there spent the balance of 
his days. His son, Daniel Farrar, was born in Adams county, Miss., and was there married 
to Miss Eliza King.\ They both died in that county, Daniel in 1845 and his wife in 
i864, she being’a@ member of the Methodist church. He had followed planting all his life. 
Yo their union were born seven childyen—three sons and four daughters, yiz.; Hon. Alex- 
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ander K. (deceased) was an extensive planter and prominent man of the county, having held 
various county offices. He was also a member of the legislature for a number of years, 
was in the state senate, and was a member of the board of supervisors, etc. He married 
Ann M. Daugherty, and by her became the father of four sons. His second wife was a Mrs. 
Leslie, now Mrs. A. N. Ratcliff. Thornton died while young; Mary Jane became the wife of 
G. W. Baynard, of Natchez; Dr. Caleb F. (subject); Ann Eliza was the wife of C. N. Vaughn, 
who died, leaving two children, a son and a daughter; Henry B. is deceased; Sarah 
Sophronia (deceased) was the wife of B. F. Swayze; Daniel S., who married a Miss Campbell, 
of Jefferson county, Miss., both living, and have four sons. Dr. Caleb F. Farrar was 
born in Kingston settlement in 1824, was educated at Centenary college and by a private 
tutor at home, and in 1846 he graduated from the medical department of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Since that time he has practiced in the vicinity of his birth, and is a conspic- 
uous figure in what is known as Jersey settlement, or Kingston vicinity. He is a physician 
of marked ability, of numerous resources, and is one who keeps thoroughly apace with 
the times. He is upright and moral, and is an extremely interesting conversationalist. He 
is more familiar with the early history of the Jersey colonists than any other man now 
living. The Doctor was first married in 1848 to Miss Rachel E. Fowles, daughter of William 
B. and Matilda Fowles, the former born in New York city in 1800. Wiiliam B. was 
left an orphan when four years of age, and he and a sister were taken by their uncle, Capt. 
John Ogden, to the headwaters of the Ohio, and from there they came down the river 
on a flatboat to Natchez. Mr. Fowles remained with his uncle for many vears, and was mar- 
ried, in 1824, to Miss Matilda Luce, with whom he settled on the Mandamus grant, 
opened up a fine farm, and, with the exception of a few years’ merchandising at 
Kingston, spent the rest of his life as a planter on that plantation. His death occurred in 
1877. He was a man of great industry, and of excellent business ability, and accumu- 
lated a handsome property. He was magistrate for many years, and at one time was a mem- 
ber of the lower house of the legislature. His wife was burn May 17, 1808, and died 
February 22, 1855. They reared a large family.- Mrs. Farrar was born here, and died in 
1860. The Doctor was married the second time to Mrs. M. J. Boyd, daughter of Daniel 
and Jane Smith, both natives of Adams county, where they spent their entire lives, Mrs. 
Smith being a sister of Dr. Farrar’s father. Mr. Smith was a planter and a public-spirited 
man. The Doctor is a member of Harmony lodge No. 1, and has taken the Knight Templar 
degree. He and wife have held membership in the Methodist church for many years. Their 
residence at Kingston, consisting of ninety acres of land, is a part of Mandamus grant. Mrs. 
Farrar is an interesting and cultured lady. The Doctor’s maternal grandfather, Caleb King, 
was born in New Jersey, where he was reared and married. In 1772 he came with the 
Swayzes and the New Jersey colonists to Adams county, and there passed the remainder of 
his days. He was an extensive planter and a prominent citizen. He reared two daughters, 
one becoming Mrs. Farrar, and the other the wife of Thomas Eaton, who was born in 
Pennsylvania, but who came to Adams county when a young man. Here he was married, 
and soon after returned to Kentucky, thence to Illinois, where he died. His wife had pre- 
viously died in Kentucky. Hes 

John S. Featherston, M. D., is thoroughly fitted by study and experience for his profes- 
sion, and as a physician and surgeon has built up a reputation for skill and ability that is 
not merely local, but extends over a large extent of territory. He was born in York county, 
S.C., January 1, 1845, to R. W. and R. J. (Smith) Featherston, who were born, reared and 
married in South Carolina and emigrated to Mississippi in 1845, locating near Macon, in 
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Noxubee county, where Mr. Featherston followed the calling of a planter and carpenter until 
the opening of the war in 1561, when he enlisted as a lieutenant in company H, Fifth Mis- 
sissippi infantry. He was made captain of his company shortly afterward, but after the 
battle of Shiloh his health began to fail him, and on account of disability he was discharged 
from the service and came home, where he died in the fall of 1862. His widow and three 
children survive him, the names of the latter being Letitia, wife of D. Bell; Dr. J. S. and 
W.L., a merchant of Macon. Two children are deceased. Dr. John S. Featherston was 
reared in Noxubee county, being but an infant when brought thither by his parents, and bis 
literary education was obtained in the common schools of his adopted county. He remained 
on his father’s plantation until the Rebellion, and in 1861, although but sixteen years of age 
he enlisted in company H, Fifth Mississippi regiment, and the first year served as a corporal. 
He was next promoted to lieutenant and was subsequently made captain of his company, 
being then but eighteen years of age. He made a gallant and faithful officer and notwith- 
standing his youth he commanded the utmost respect from the members of his company, 
who not only respected but also esteemed him. At the battle of Chickamauga he was 
wounded by a gunshot, also receiving a wound in the battle of Atlanta, July 22, 1864, both 
of which were quite serious and kept him in the hospital for some time. He was at Mur- 
freesboro, the bombardment of Fort Pickens and in Bragg’s Kentucky and Tennessee cam- 
paigns, Shiloh, Peach Tree creek and was in the engagements from Chattanooga to Atlanta. 
After the final surrender, Dr. Featherston returned home, and after pursuing a medical 
course in the University of Louisville, Ky., he graduated in the spring of 1569, and has 
been an active practitioner ever since. He is a member of the county and state association 
and the Southern Medical and Gynecologica] society. He is a member of the A. F. & A. 
M., the I. O. O. F. and the K. of H. Heis now associated in the practice of his profession 
with Dr. H. A. Miner, of Macon, they constituting one of the strongest firms in their section 
of the state. The Doctor was first married in 1874 to Miss Emma Dismukes, who lived only 
a few months. In 1877 he was married to Mrs. Fannie Eckford. She, as well as himself, is 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church South. The Doctor owns a handsome home 
and has a plantation in the country. 

Gen. Winfield Scott Featherston was born in Rutherford county, Tenn., on the 8th 
day of August, 1820. His father, Charles Featherston, was a native of Chesterfield county, 
and his mother, Lucy Pitts, was a native of Essex county, Va. They were married in Essex 
county, Va., on the 2%th day of January, 1795. Charles Featherston moved from Virginia 
with his family to Tennessee in 1815, locating first in Sumner county, but settled in Ruther- 
ford county in ISIS. Gen. W. S. Featherston, the youngest of seven children—three sons 
and four daughters—was born and reared on a farm; his father being a poor man, he partici- 
pated in his early boyhood in the Jabor incident to farm life, thereby acquiring habits of 
industry aud economy, and a good constitution. He was edneated in the best academies of 
the country, but was deprived of a collegiate or university course through lack of means. 
In 1836, while he was at a,high school in Columbus, Ga., hostilities broke out between the 
Creek Indians and Georgians. He joined a volunteer company and served as a soldier until 
the Indians were subdued. During this war, upon one occasion, when it was specially dan- 
gerous to stand guard, the Indians having picked off several sentinels from a certain post, 
the commander called for volunteers for that post, and upon W. S. Featherston offering he 
was assigned to that station. In 1837 he returned to his native county, and went to school 
to that distinguished educator, Samnel P. Black. Although without the advantage of a 
collegiate course, General Featherston acquired a better education than many who pass 
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through college or university, possessing as he did a thorough knowledge of the English, 
Latin and Greek languages. Having completed his studies, thinking he would like a mer- 
cantile life, he entered his brother’s store in Memphis, but at the expiration of nine months, 
having discovered his mistake and fully determined upon the law as his profession, he pur- 
sued the study with such earnestness, and acquired a knowledge of it so rapidly, that at the 
end of three months he was admitted to the bar in Houston, Chickasaw county, Miss., in 
1840, before he was twenty-one years of age. He rose speedily in his profession and soon 
acquired a lucrative practice as well as a high stand in his profession as an able lawyer. A 
hard student, correct reasoner and profound thinker, he always discovered the fundamental 
principle involved and rested bis cause upon it. From his early boyhood he was never an 
indifferent spectator as to what was transpiring in the political world, and from his majority 
took an active part in nearly every campaign by his speeches on the rostrum aud arguments 
to the individual citizen. In 1847, seven years after his admission to the bar, he was nomi- 
nated by the democratic party of his district as its candidate for congress over very strong 
competitors in his own party, meu of experience and ability. He was scarcely eligible to the 
seat on account of his youth, without experience and had never been a candidate for any 
office. His opponent, the nominee of the whig party in the canvass, was the celebrated 
duelist, Col. A. K. McClung. McClung was a much older man than Featherston, a man of 
experience, of talents and an able debater, and had just returued from the battlefields of 
Mexico, where he had distinguished himself for gallantry and knightly courage. He entered 
the campaign upon his crutches, compelled to do so by two bleeding wounds he bore upon 
his person as evidences of his bravery at the battle of Buena Vista. Under the circum- 
stances it was generally believed at the opening of the campaign that McClung’s election 
was inevitable. But after a canvass of unusual interest and great excitement, in which 
the two candidates met each other in joint discussion in every county in the district, General 
Featherston was triumphantly elected. This would have been a great achievement and 
brilliant victory for any man, young or old. Military glory, which Colonel McClung had so 
justly earned and gallantly won, was at that time not only at par, but commanded a heavy 
premium. Renominated for congress in 1844, General Featherston was opposed by Judge 
William L. Harris, of Columbus, as the whig candidate. Judge Harris was a man of talents, 
culture and fine attainments, a fluent speaker and an able lawyer, a formidable opponent in 
a political campaign, but after a thorough canvass of the district General Featherston was 
elected by the usual party majority. Renominated in 1851, he was opposed by John A. 
Wilcox, of Aberdeen, the union candidate. In this canvass General Featherston was defeated 
along with the entire states’ rights party, to which he belonged. Jefferson Davis, the candi- 
date of the states’ rights party for governor, was defeated by H. S. Foote, the union candi- 
date for that office. General Featherston resumed the practice of law, but served on the 
Pierce electoral ticket in 1852. Asa member of congress he introduced one of the first 
measures to levee the Mississippi river. The nomination for congress was again tendered 
him by his party in 1853, but he declined and remained within the quiet walks of his pro- 
fession from 1852 until the beginning of the Civil war. He moved from Chickasaw county 
to Holly Springs, Marshall county, Miss., in 1807. In December, 1860, he was sent by his 
state as a commissioner to the state of Kentucky to confer with her authorities on the sub- 
ject of her withdrawal from the Federal union with her sister Southern states. Mississippi 
having seceded, Gen. W. S. Featherston was among the first to respond to the call for vol- 
unteers, and raised a volunteer company which was mustered into the Seventeenth Mississippi 
regiment at Corinth, he being elected colonel of that regiment. His regiment was ordered 
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to Virginia, and served in the Virginia army during 1861 and 1862. He was promoted to 
brigadier-general on the 4th of March, 1862, for skill and gallantry in the battle of Lees- 
burg or Ball’s bluff. In the Virginia army he was in the first and second battles of Manassas, 
the battle of Leesburg, the seven days’ battles around Richmond, was with General Lee on his 
tirst campaign into Maryland, and took part in the capture of Harper’s Ferry; was in the first 
battle of Fredricksburg, in December, 1862. He was wounded on the fifth day of the battles 
around Richmond, at Frazier’s farm. In January, 1563, he was transferred from the Virginia 
urmy tothe army at Vicksburg. General Johnston having asked President Davis to send hima 
skilled brigadier-veueral, General Featherston and his brigade had petitioned to be transferred 
when the enemy first reached Mississippi, and so the transfer was offered General Featherston. 
The following letter from President Davis to General Featherston, in which the president 
quotes General Lee’s reply to himself in regard to the transfer of the Mississippi brigade 
and its officers, shows for itself the deservedly high esteem they placed upon General Ieath- 


erston and his command. 
Ricumonp, Va., November 7, 1862. 


GEN. W.S. Freariacersvox, Sér: The communication signed by you and many of the officers of 
your brigade, submitted to the president by Capt. W. R. Barksdale, was referred to the perusal of Gen. I. 
kK. Lee, who says: ; 

“This brigade has done excellent service and has earned deserved reputation in every battle. The 
wdvantages presented by a transfer of services to: Mississippi, viz.: the facility of recruiting its thinned 
ranks, and the comforts it would secure to the men are apparent. But the same reasous would withdraw 
every regiment from the army except those from Virginia, to their own state and divide us up into thir- 
teen detachments, the very thing our enemy desires. [do wot anticipate an idle winter for the army of 
north Virginia, and think it will require every support. [ cannot, therefore, recommend the transfer of 
so gullant a brigade as the Mississippi brigade.” 

The president assures you of his sympathy with the feeling expressed in connection with the 
defense of Mississippi, but desires me to remind you that the object may be best effected by attacking 
und defeating the enemy's best army wherever found. 

I have the honor, sir, to present you the compliments and best wishes of the president, 


Very respectfully, 


Burvon N. Harnrson, 
Private secretary. 


The following communication from the Twelfth Mississippi regiment speaks for itself of 
the esteem and appreciation of the soldiers for their commander: 


Camp TWELFETIL Mtssrssrprr REGIMENT, / 


January 19, 1863.) 


To Brii-Gex. W. 5S. Frearirersros, Sir: We, the undersigned first sergeants of the Twelfth 
Mississippi regiment, representing the sentiment and opinion of the enlisted men of our respective com- 
panies, do hereby earnestly solicit your attention to the following communication: 

We have been informed that you expect to surrender the command of this brigade and go to the 
army of the West or to the army of northern Mississippi. Tf you have not fully determined to bid us a 
last farewell, we would respectfully insist on your remaining with us, but if vou have, then we can but 
petition that you exert vourself to obtain permission from the proper authorities to get us transferred to 
your command, wherever it may be. Knowing and appreciating full well the gallant manner in which 
you conducted the Mississippi brigade ou every bloodstained field of glory, we can but lament your 
departure, From the time you took command of the illustrious trio of Mississippi regiments, prior to 
the ever-memorable battles before Richmond, we have watched with pride, commingled with exultation, 
the increasing reputation of this brigade and her gallant leader upon every subsequent field. 

Never can we forget the matchless generalship you displayed upon the crimsoned plains of Ellisou’s 


‘ 


rie he J} ot Review b arr ok al i 


piuititeeys Fas is Ol Vi t vet Yo > onff wo lato) croatia 


17 } 1 ih 1 ; 
) ‘ ’ i 
} i i 1 t tH t Fat tj uaie } ‘7 
4 : i ; ait 
J : (2 st Acipebeseorrheovt mutliad 


nA tu ‘4 pee hicindeotet hurnoae 


unread notearobw lerwdt) sciitiaaor? ta com end of varias 








ay boa r rT f on wien 10 ij ; 
hud 3 { mf HI MOI Lita he tyeevcpeea | biteens 2} ie thar | tials 
y ‘ vy} ‘ bay ¢ ¢ ! ; od 4) vir: Ee colt 
aiw Polen py ive fryers ; Pao bey CikID uw 
P " 
Ne -e be lt Peoiger ivi tes | ai yetdol yarwollol i] s 
' a 
oO Jol t ooh) i * 4 ivi 3 i rat = tou teioeed DOE ba 
4 i - we * 
‘ P ‘] 1 w bin 
= ¥ ; 
i "yy on w) 
aay 
r j 
‘ Wags Wt) 
mine be Ite jA OD Vb te hite uy Peet dent i Ru 
, Ly ' 
’ ’ Let { 
5 j 
j STL FT ate 
‘ H bey } t } UE ! 
; ' hi i ney i 
j ' } { ry] 
; rl ' tpiegs / tut 
} i j ; ! i 
F ; ” . , if’ 
: } | t 
t ; ‘ 
‘ ’ 
| 
; ' rw | | 
' a5 ya 
y ‘ 
' \ 
= : bipie 
{ } 
i , ‘ iu 
iy ‘ j wit. [eva ‘ ' 
j ‘ y “i 
4 Th | H Febey eo af 
y : ; 4 | : 
' ; 
{ rhay ett atnidd gll feos ar yas 








124 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


mills, Gaines’ farm, Frazier’s farm and Manassas, and, by your wise orders, obtained for us the laurel 
wreath of victory, and praise from the ardent admirers of our country’s defenders. 

Sincerely hoping your fame may never decrease, we remain, dear sir, 

Most respectfully yours, 

Rosperr Flunrer, company A, 

Robert G. Frasrer, company B. 

J. A. CALTHARPE, Company C, 
4 F. R. Lioyp, company 2D, 

D. G. Carabixe, company E, 

M. A. Myers, company F, 

Pau. A. Borro, company G, 

E. P. Dovgnas, company LT, 

James A. West, company I, 

Kh. A. OWEN, Company Ix. 

Soon after General Featherston’s arrival at Vicksburg he commanded the expedition sent 
Grom Vicksburg to meet Commodore Porter's tleet of gunboats ascending Deer creek. Dur- 
ing this expedition he had continuous fighting with the enemy for four or five days. A fleet 
of seven gunboats and a division of infantry were turned from the expedition and driven 
back to their line of defense by one brigade, one battalion, one company of cavalry, and 
two small batteries without other support within a hundred miles. He, with his command, 
participated in the battle of Baker's creek, or Champion hill, and all the engagements 
around Jackson, Miss. After the battle of Baker's creek, when Pemberton retreated into 
Vicksburg, General Featherston, with his and General Lee’s brigade, was ordered to hold 
the enemy in check until the army could cross Baker’s creek and Big Black river. General 
Lee, with his brigade, was withdrawn, however, just after taking position. General Feather- 
ston held his position until the enemy flanked him on both sides, when he retreated in good 
order to a line farther back. which he held until the enemy succeeded in forcing a way 
between his command and the main army, taking possession of the bridges over Baker’s 
creek, thereby surrounding him. However, he cut his way out with his entire command, 
and passed down the creek, thinking to be able to cross at a ford, but finding the enemy in 
possession of the ford in overwhelming numbers, and himself completely cut off from 
Vicksburg and Pemberton’s army, he retreated to Jackson, Miss., and joined Gen. Joseph 
E. Johnston. He was with Johnston in his campaign from Resaca to Atlanta and com- 
manded Lovering’s division a large part of the time. He was with Hood on his campaign 
into Tennessee. He was in the battle of Franklin, in which he led seven charges; also the 
battles of Columbia and Nashville. General Featherston was selected on General Hood’s 
retreat from Nashville to command a division of eight brigades of infantry, constituting a 
rear guard to codperate with the cavalry in holding the euemy in check until Hood's army 
could reach and cross the Tennessee river. He was paroled at Greensboro, N. C., with 
Johuston’s army, in 1865, As an evidence of the high regard in which his comrades in arms 
held him at the time of his death, he was grand commander of the United Confederate 
Veterans of Mississippi, and the following resolution was passed at their reunion in Jackson, 
Miss., on the 2d of June, 1891: 

Whereas, official notification of the death at his home, in Ifolly springs, Miss., at 9 Pp. on the 
28th ultimo, of General Featherston, grand commander of the grand camp of Confederate Veterans of 
Mississippi, has been communicated to this reunion: therefore, be it resolved, that, recognizing the emi- 
nent military and civic services of our late Comrades and recalling his devoted Joyalty to and sympathy 
for the memory of the cause we have organized to commemorate, and in which he bore a conspicuous 
part —first as an officer under Generals Johnston and Lee iu Virginia, and later under Generals Joluston 
and Hood in the west, the United Confederate Vetertus in reunion assembled, do hereby express 
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their deep sorrow at his death, acknowledge their irreparable loss in being denied his continued valuable 
services ina cause so near his and the hearts of us all, and their inexpressible regrets at the inuscrutible 
decrees of an allwise Providence have deprived them of the fond privilege of his courtly presence and 
wise councils at this, a reunion to which he had so devotedly contemplated and looked forward to with 
the renewed enthusiasm of youthful vigor: second, that we tender to his bereaved family our sincerest 
condolence, and the Grand Camp of Confederate Veterans of Mississippi our deepest sympathy. 

After the surrender in 1865 he returned to his home in Holly Springs, Miss., where he 
resumed the practice of law. He was prevailed upon to accept a seat in the legislature of 
1875, and in that legislature led the attack upon Ames’ republican administration, and before 
the end of the session had the satisfaction of seeing the republican party driven from power, 
the corrupt carpetbag governor, Ames, from the state and a democratic administration 
inaugurated. In 1880 he was again reluctantly persuaded to accept a seat in the legislature, 
and was chairman of the judicial committee which formed.a new code of laws for the state. 
He served for six years upon the circuit bench of the state with great dignity and ability, and 
refused a reappointment. Retiring from the bench, he resumed his practice at Holly Spriags, 
Miss. He was a member of the constitutional convention of 1890, and although past his 
three-score years and ten, he was one of the most tireless workers on the floor, always com- 
wanding the profoundest respect and attention from his colleagues. The distinguished United 
States senator J. Z. George, a member of the convention, when asked if he would speak on 
a certain day on the suffrage question promptly replied, ‘‘No, I give way to Gen. Featherston. 
he is the man we need to hear.’’ The following resolution, which was unanimously adopted 
by a rising vote, by the democratic state convention at its meeting July 15, 1891, is an 
evidence of the esteem he was held in by his people. 

The democracy of the state of Mississippi, since it last assembled in convention, has been sadly bereft 
by the loss of one of its most distinguished leaders, Gen. W.S. Featherston. 

General Featherston was a man of incorruptible integrity, and his long and useful life 
was without spot or blemish. He filled many official positions, and each of them always in 
such a manner as to reflect credit upon himself and honor upon the state. As a citizen he dis- 
charged the full measure of his duty to his fellow-men; as a judge he was fair, conscientious 
and learned; as a democrat, one of the party's ablest advocates and most valued advisors; 
as a soldier, he never wavered in his devotion to the Southern cause, and he evinced this by 
heroic and gallant conduct ou the battlefield in defense of the South; asa father and husband 
he was tender, loving and true; therefore, be it resolved, * That we extend to his bereaved 
family our heartfelt sympathy, and assure them of the high esteem in which he was held by 
the people of Mississippi.’’ General Featherston was married in 1548 to Miss Mary Holt 
Harris, of Columbus, Miss., a daughter of the Hon. Thomas W. Harris. She lived only a 
few months. He married a second time in June, 1858, Miss Lizzie McEwen, a daughter of 
Col. 4. C. McEwen, of Holly Springs, Miss. He lost his second wife in the epidemic of 1875. 
The fruits of this second union were eight children. two of whom died’ in infaney, Charles 
and Lucius, and two, Joseph Winfield and Georgia L., fell victims to the yellow- fever epidemic 
of 1878, along with their mother. The remaining four are living in Holly Springs. 
Dudley M. engaged in the practice of law, and bis three sisters, Elise Pitts, Lila Cloyd and 
Luey FElose living with him. In 1S89 General Featherston was urged to become a candidate 
for governor, by leading men from different parts of the state, and reluctantly yielded to 
their solicitations, but although one of the leading democrats of the South, he failed of the 
nomination by the democratic party, of which he was a lifelong member. He was charac 
terized by an independence which prevented him from being popular with the politicians, 
and those who is this day and time shape political affairs. ‘Too honest to stoop to the tricks 
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of the ordinary managers, he was defeated for the nomination of governor, but was all the 
more honored and beloved by the people on that account. General Featherston has filled 
every trust to which he has been called with marked ability and fidelity, both in peace 
and in war. He never sought office, and only accepted when tendered him. His integrity 
was never questioned. No charge of corruption, either private or public, was ever made or 
insinuated. He lived and died an honest man that no money or position could buy, or flattery 
seduce from the path of duty and rectitude. He departed this life on the 2Sth of May, 
1891, at his home in Holly springs, Miss., surrounded by his weeping family and sorrowing 
friends. 
Radford J. Fedric, a planter of Tallahatchie county, was born in Person county, N. C., 
in 1819, and died May 16, S91. He was the son of John and Lucy (Vaughn) Fedric, both 
natives of the same county, who spent all of their lives there, his father dying there in 1821. 
The latter was a planter and a son of John Fedric, a native of France, who came to America 
as asoldier with General Lafayette, and served under him until the close of the struggle, when 
he returned to France and brought his family to North Carolina, where he became a planter and 
lived there the balance of his life. But few of his descendants are left in that state. He 
was a man of fine education and exceptional abilities. Mr. Fedric’s grandfather, Granville 
Vaughn, lived and died in North Carolina, where he was a planter. Our subject was the 
third of four children—three sons and a daughter—born to his parents: Ransom M. became a 
mechanic, and lived and died in Person county, N. C.; Ellen married, and lived in Guilford 
county, N. C.; our subject was the next in order of birth; James M. enlisted in the Confed- 
erate army in Virginia, and served bravely through the war. Wtadford J. Fedric was appren- 
ticed at the age of seven years, and never had an opportunity to attend school, except during 
about six weeks. He learned the carpenter's trade, which he followed until he removed to 
Mississippi, where he remained a few years, removing to Alabama in 1839. In 1846 he was 
married in Pickeus county to Emma, daughter of Daniel and Margaret Turnipseed, natives 
of Richland district, S. C., who moved from there to Alabama, where they died in 1856 and 
1859, respectively. He was a more than well-to-do planter, leaving at his death an estate 
valued at about $300,000, which he acquired by his own unaided efforts. He had eight chil- 
dren—three sons and tive daughters. Mrs. Fedric was born in South Carolina, and died in 
Tallahatchie county in 1854, having been a Methodist for many years. She bore ten chil- 
dren, the following of whom are living: Samuel, a carpenter of Tallahatchie county; David 
and John, who are both planters; Margaret, wife of S. 8. Cross, a planter of Tallahatchie 
county. Mr. Fedric was married the second time, in 1885, to N. M., daughter of James 
Albert and Jane Murphree, who were born in Alabama and Mississippi, respectively. Mr. 
Murphree came to Mississippi when a young man, and was married in Yalobusha county, 
where he still lives. a well-to-do planter. He was for several years justice of the peace, and 
he and his wife have been members of the Baptist church from childhood. The present Mrs. 
Fedric was born in Yalobusha county, and has a son, Radford J., Jr. In 1847 Mr. Fedric 
came to Lowndes county, Miss., and in 1860 removed to Choctaw (now Montgomery county), 
and in 1872 to Tallahatchie county, locating on the spot where he resided until his death, 
which was then in the midst of a dense forest. He was the owner of six hundred acres of 
land, one hundred and fifty of which are under cultivation. This fine property he secured 
by his own industry, perseverance and business ability. In 1861 he became a soldier in a 
company of Texan rangers, and served under General l'orrest during the entire period of the 
war, first as a private, later as a lieutenant, and toward the close of the struggle as assistant 
quartermaster, traveling oyer most of the state for supplies, He was in nearly every engage 
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ment in which his command took part. The first company with which he was connected 
comprised an organization of one hundred and ten men, and he was one of only two who 
survived at the end of the war. He was exceedingly fortunate in his military experience, 
never having been either wounded or made prisoner. He was relieved at Columbus in Feb- 
ruary, 1865, and returned to his family and home interests. From 1874 to 1878 he was a 
member of the board of supervisors of Tallahatchie county, representing district 3. He 
was a strictly temperate man, and as a matter of considerable pride he frequently stated in 
his closing years that he had never been under the influence of liquor and had never wagered 
a dollar in his life. In polities he was quite active, taking much interest in local affairs as 
well as in all important state and all national affairs. He was a member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, and was dimitted from the Columbus lodge, A. F. & A. M. He was long a profess- 
ing Christian and a communicant of the Baptist chureh. 

Maj. G. D. Fee (deceased) was originally from Chester district, S. C., his birth occur- 
ring on the 12th of October 1822, and his death on the night of Mareh 3, 1869, at Oxford, 
Miss. He remained in his native state until twenty-one years of age, at which time he 
located in Memphis, Tenn., where he became interested in business as a cotton broker, and 
was very successful in that industry. He afterward located at Holly Springs, Miss., and 
there engaged in merchandising in partnership with Judge Fant. In 1857 he located at 
Oxford, Miss.. and during the year 1859 was married to Miss Bettie Reynolds, daughter of 
Benjamin H. Reynolds, of Columbus, Ga. Mr. Reynolds moved to Mississippi, located in 
Lafayette county, and became a very extensive planter. His death occurred in the spring 
of 1859. Maj. G. D. Fee was characterized for his energy in business. He was regarded 
as a man of great forethought as a merchant and was also, at all times, thoroughly posted 

on those questions pertaining to the general welfare of the country, being ever ready to 
“engage in any scheme caleulated to promote the interests of the town and county in which 
he lived. It was universally conceded that he was the leading spiri{ in charitable and other 
works and that he was a well-informed man with a good fund of common sense from which 
to draw. The merchants and planters and citizens generally awarded to him the position 
of leader in all public enterprises. As a member of the Masonic fraternity, he manifested 
the same zeal and energy that characterized his business life. He was punctual in the dis- 
charge of all lis duties, and had won the distinction of master of the lodge, high priest of 
the Royal Arch chapter and the illustrious grand master of the council of royal and select 
masters, all these positions held in the town where he lived. At the grand convocation of 
the grand chapter of the state in January, 1869, he was promoted to the office of grand high 
priest for the current year. He was a Mason in its truest sense. He was charitable and 
benevolent, and his hand was ever open when relief was sought by the poor and needy. He 
was elected to the legislature in IS6S by an overwhelming majority, as he had acquired the 
esteem and confidence of the entire community. During the Civil war he was a firm sup 
porter of the Southern cause, and filled the important position of commissary at home, having 
had three discharges on account of poor health. At his death he left a wife and three chil- 
dren—two sons and a daughter: C. H. and George D. are engaged in merchandising in 
Texas, and are very successful in this line. Mrs. Fee had four brothers: William R., Edward 
W., Charles H., and Mitchell A., who served in the late war, the first three being members 
of Captain Stanford’s battery, the latter being an uncle of Mrs. lee’s. The youngest went 
ont with Captain Lowery, who afterward became governor of the state. Mitchell died from 
an attack of typhoid fever soon after the battle of Manassas. 

Wilham O. I’eemster, physician and surgeon, Nettleton, occupies a leading place in the 
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professional ranks of Lee county. He is a native Mississippian, born February 7, 1842, and 
is ason of M. B. and M. M. (King) Feemster, natives of York district, S. C. The father 
was born February 9, 1SO4, and removed to Tennessee in 1818. He was graduated with the 
class of 1822, from the Washington college, east Tennessee, and was a minister of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian chureh for sixty-one years. He was united in marriage on January 8, 
1824, to Miss M. M. King, a native of South Carolina, and to them were born nine children, 
seven of whom lived to be grown. The mother died at Little Rock, Ark., at the residence of 
her daughter, in November, 1887. The father died January 8, 1884. Their eldest child, A. 
W. Feemster, was born in 1827. He is now a widower, his wife and three children being 
deceased; Elizabeth E., deceased, left a family of six children; Mary A., widow of Thomas 
Gibson, is the mother of five children, she resides in J’exas; Samuel K. is a minister of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church in Arkansas; M. Jeannie is the wife of G. W. Terry, of 
Prescott, Ark.; Annis C. married S. H. Buchanan, D. D., and is’a resident of Clarksville, 
Ark. ; John Calvin, the fourth child, died when four years old; Margaret E., the third child, died 
at the age of eleven vears. Dr. Feemster attended the common schools of Mississippi and 
Arkansas unti] he had acquired a good foundation for a professional education. He then 
chose the science of medicine for his life study, and entered the Nashville medical college 
to take his first course of lectures. He was graduated from this institution in 1872, and has 
since been engaged in the active practice of the profession. He is aman of marked ability 
and has a decided gift for this vocation. He has won a large practice in Nettleton and the sur- 
rounding country, and numbers his friends by the host. He was married October 30, 1871, 
to M. A. Foster, a native of South Carolina, and a daughter of Joshua and L. M. Foster. 
They are the parents of ten children, all of whom are living: L. C., Mattie L., William B., 
Minos B., Mary A., Ida J., Margaret E., Laura B., Clara and Lucile. On January 10, 1S61, 
Dr. Feemster enlisted in the Confederate service at Boonsboro, Ark., under P. Buchanan 
in the state volunteers. In the September following he reénlisted under Capt. George 
Robards in the Confederate volunteer service for three years or during the war. He was 
seriously wounded at the battle of Corinth, in September, 1862, and again at the battle of 
Baker's creek, in May, 1863, and received a slight wound at the battle of Saline, Ark. He 
was promoted to the oftice of color sergeant at Baldwyn, Miss., in October, 1862, and later 
to the rank of junior second lieutenant. He was mustered out of the service April 16, 1865, at 
Arkadelphia, Ark. He adheres to the principles of the democratic party, but has never been 
an aspirant to public office. He belongs to the Knights of Honor, and is a worthy member 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian chureh. His wife is also a member of the latter organiza- 
tion. Dr. Feemster is noted for his liberal contributions to all charitable and philanthropic 
movements, and is a citizen of much credit to his community. He is possessed of those 
sterling traits of character which make the most loyal patriots and the stanchest of friends. 

A. D. Felder, M. D., is one of the leading physicians of Pike county, and was born in 
Amite county, July 27, [861. His father, Dr. Charles F. Felder, was born in Amite county, 
and was aphysician there for many years. Not only was he conspicuous iu bis profession, but 
he was a prominent factor in polities, having represented Amite county in the state legislature 
and his district in the state senate. He later removed to Texas, where he died in the spring of 
1875, at the age of sixty-one years. He married Jane Lea, who bore him one child, Dr. 
A. D. Felder, who grew to maturity at the home of his parents, and at the age of seventeen 
years became a student at the Mississippi college. Soon after he became a student of medi- 
cine at the Louisville medical college, at Louisville, Ky., from which he graduated in the 
spring of 1880. Immediately after he began the practice of his profession in Amite county. 
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In January, 1890, he located in Magnolia, where he has built-up a large and lucrative 
practice. In November, 1886, he married Miss Ada Lenore. The Doctor is a charter 
member of the Jefferson Davis lodge No. 68, Knights of Pythias, and Mrs. Felder is a 
prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Tra L. Felder, whose postoftice address is Summit, Pike county, Miss., was born in that 
county February 17, 1847. He was the second of five children of G. N. and Frances 
(Hodges) Felder, both of whom were natives and life-long residents of Pike county. His 
grandfather, John Felder, was among the pioneers of this part of the state. He was a 
native of South Carolina. His maternal grandfather was Edmund Hodges. Mr. Felder was 
reared and educated in the private schools of this part of the county. He took up the battle 
of life at the age of fourteen, with no capital except an earnest desire to succeed, and by 
close application to business has accumulated a considerable property, owning now five 
hundred and thirty acres of land, one hundred acres of which are under cultivation. He was 
married in 1866 to Miss Mary S. Rollins, a native of Mississippi, and daughter of Thomas 
and Elvira (Huffman) Rollins, both also natives of that state. They had two children: 
Francis KE. and Mary C. In 1870 he was again married, this time to Miss Virginia Kirk. 
She was a daughter of George Kirk, of Tennessee, and also a native of that state. She has 
borne Mr. Felder eight children: John I., now deceased; George LL.; Nannie D.; Gabriel 
S., also deceased; Samuel L.; Louis L.; Peter O. and Vernon Y. Mr. Felder served in the 
late war, enlisting in 1864, in company C, of the Fourteenth Confederate regiment of volun- 
teers, as a substitute for his father. Mr. Felder and his family are members of the Method. 
ist Episcopal church, and he is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. He is an honorable, 
highly respected citizen, and has contributed very liberally to all things tending to the 
upbuilding of the county and to the benefit of its inhabitants. 

Lovick V. Feltus, a planter, of Natchez, who was named after his maternal grandfather, 
Lovick Ventress, owes his nativity to Wilkinson county, Miss., born in 1831, and is the 
son of Abram M. and Eliza Ann (Ventress) Feltus. The father was born in New York state, 
about 1796, and when about eighteen years of age he came on horseback to Natchez. From 
there he went to Wilkinson county, and was the first to embark in merchandising in Wood- 
ville, erecting his store in the woods. He followed this business for ten or twelve years and 
was then made cashier of the Planters’ bank at that place, until it suspended business. After 
this he followed planting successfully until his death in 1861. He was a self-made man, 
started in business with no capital, and soon became one of the wealthy and influential 
citizens. He was prominent in all matters relating to the growth and prosperity of his town, 
and was one of the founders of Woodville lodge, A. F. & A. M., and of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
church at that place. His father (Rey. Henry J. Feltus) was born in Ireland, married in 
Dublin, and soon after, about 1797, he came to the United States, locating in Brooklyn, N. 
Y., where he spent the remainder of his days as an Episcopal minister. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Ryan, also died in Brooklyn. The mother of our subject, Eliza Ann 
(Ventress) Feltus, was born in Wilkinson county in 1805, and spent her entire life there, 
dying in 1889. Her father, Lovick Ventress, came from Tennessee in a flatboat to Wil- 
kinson county at a very early period and became a wealthy planter. He and wife died 
there, leaving two sons and one daughter: Hon. James A., who died soon after the war 
(he was a wealthy planter of Wilkinson county, and was once a member of the Mississippi 
legislature); Mrs. Feltus: and William ©. S., who died at Louisiana. He was a wealthy 
sugar planter. Lovick V. Feltus was one of the following children born to his parents. William 
J., who was educated at the University of Virginia, became a prominent attorney at Wood. 
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ville, who died in 1861; Henry J., of Baton Rouge; Lovick V.; Col. Abram M., was a 
graduate of Pennsylvania university, studied law at Woodville, and at the breaking out of 
hostilities between the two sections he enlisted in the Sixteenth Mississippi infantry, Con- 
federate army, served with the rank of colonel, and was killed at Spottsylvania courthouse; 
Peter G. died in Wilkinson county about 1886 (he was a well-to-do planter, and served in 
the Confederate army as lieutenant of company K, Sixteenth Mississippi); James A. V., a 
planter, of Leland, Washington county, Miss., and a member of the board of supervisors, 
also served in company K, Sixteenth Mississippi, during the Civil war; Edward R., of 
Natchez; Martha R.; Eliza A., now Mrs. Fraley, and Charlotta G., now Mrs. St. Clair, 
of Leland, Miss. Lovick V. Feltus graduated with honer from the University of Penn. 
sylvania, in 1857, and then clerked in New Orleans until IS61. He then joined the same 
company in which three of his brothers served, and operated in the Virginia army as lieuten- 
ant, but part of the time he was detailed as captain on General Featherston’s staff. The 
company to which he belonged participated in the following engagements: Port Royal, 
Winchester, Cross Keys, Cold Harbor, Malvern hill, second Manassas, Harper’s Ferry, 
Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Wilderness, Spottsylvania courthouse, Darby- 
town road, Weldon railroad, Deep Bottom, Reame’s station, Five Forks, Drewry’s bluff, 
Crater at Petersburg, Hatchie’s run and Fort Gregg. He was never captured or wounded 
and was always ready at roll call. After the war he returned to Woodville, followed 
planting for one year, and then embarked in sugar planting for eight years, in Iberville 
parish, La. In 1882 he came to his present plantation, four miles east of Natchez, 
consisting of two hundred acres, and where he has a pleasant home. He has been engaged in 
planting the greater part of his life. He was marriedin February, 1861, to Miss Ella EK. Ran- 
dolph, a native of Wilkinson county, Miss., and the daughter of John H. and Emily J. Randolph 
natives respectively of Nottoway county, Va., and Wilkinson county, Miss. Mr. Randolph 
came with his parents to Wilkinson county when a boy, was married there, but afterward 
removed to Iberville parish, La., where he spent the remainder of his days as an extensive 
‘sugar planter. He was quite a prominent citizen. He died about 1885. His widow is now 
living in New Orleans. She is the daughter of Moses Lidell, who in early life came to 
Natchez, where he clerked for a number of years. He then went to Wilkinson county, where 
he was among the pioneers, but afterward removed to Catahoula parish, La., where he 
received his final summons. Judge Peter Randoph, the father of John H., was one of the 
first settlers of Wilkinson county, where he became a wealthy planter, and where he passed 
the closing scenes of his life. He served as judge in Virginia, and was one of the celebrated 
Randolphs of that state. To Mr. and Mrs. Feltus were born five children: Abram M., a 
merchant of Iberville parish, La.; John H. R., clerking for his brother; William J., now a 
clerk in Simmons’ hardware company, of St. Louis; Emily J. and and Ella Ek. Mrs. Fel- 
tus is a member of the Episcopal church. Mr. and Mrs. Feltus are descended on both 
their fathers’ and mothers’ sides of distinguished families. 

J. A. V. Feltus has been a resident of the state in which he is now residing all his life, 
for here he first saw the light of day, in the year 1839. His father, A. M. Feltus, was born 
in New York state, in 1796, but in 1S16 came to Natchez, Miss., then moved to Woodville, 
where he became president of the Planters’ bank of Mississippi, continuing as such for a 
number of years. He afterward turned his attention to planting and merchandising, 
following the former occupation until his death, which oceurred at Woodville, June 20, 
1861. His wife was Miss Hliza A. Ventress, a sketch of whose family oceurs in that 
preceeding this. The paternal grandfather, Henry J. Feltus, was a native of Ireland, 
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and from the time of his arrival in this country until his death was the pastor of an Kpis- 
copal church in New York city. J. A. V. Feltus was reared in Wilkinson county, Miss., but 
received his education in Oxford. In 1865 he began making his own way in the world, and 
his time has been given to the occupation of planting, a calling for which he seems admir- 
ably adapted, for he is now wealthy. He is a half-owner of the plantation Deerpark, 
which contains twenty-five hundred acres, and his home place, known as Three Oaks, 
contains seven hundred and fifty acres, tive hundred being under cultivation. On this plan- 
tation the town of Leland is built. Upon the opening of the Rebellion Mr. Feltus volun- 
teered his services to the Confederate cause, and throughout the war served in company K, 
Sixteenth Mississippi regiment. He was in every battle of the Virginia campaign, with the 
exception of the first battle of Manassas, and saw some hard service. He has a handsome 
residence, which be erected in 1876, at a cost of $4,500, and as he has always remained a 
bachelor, his sister, Miss Martha R. Feltus, keeps house for him. She is a lady of culture 
and intelligence, and, beiag of a kind, charitable and modest disposition, she is admired 
and esteemed by all who know her. The town of Leland, which has a population of tive 
hundred, was laid off by Mr. Feltus, who has done a great deal to make the town a prosper- 
ous and thriving one. Since the place was organized he has been a member of the town 
council, and the enterprise and prosperity of the place is a monument to the push and enter- 
prise of Mr. Feltus. He has always afliliated with the democratic party, but has no desire 
for political honors, notwithstanding the fact that he is now one of the town council. The 
town was platted in 1884, was incorporated in 1555, with a population of two hundred, and 
now has two excellent hotels, about twenty business houses, one church for the whites, 
two churches for the colored people, two building and loan associations, a public school 
building for both races, and a school for white children, which is in operation ten months 
out of the year. This thriving little town is on the Louisiana, New Orleans & Texas ruil- 
road, a branch of which runs from Leland to Greenville and from Leland to Arkansas city. 
Mrs. Feltus’ parents were Episcopalians, and became the parents of the following children: 
William J., who died in Wilkinson county in 1865 (bad been a lawyer in New Orleans, but 
at the time of his death was engaged in planting); J. H. was formerly a sugar planter, but 
is now retired from business, and is residing in Baton Rouge; L. V. is engaged in planting, 
three miles from Natchez; A. M. was killed in the battle of Spottsylvania courthouse in 
1864, being lieutenant-colonel of the Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, to which he was pro- 
moted from the rank of lieutenant, which office he held upon entering the army; P. G. died 
in Wilkinson county in 1883, having followed the life of a planter, serving throughout the 
Rebellion, was lieutenant-colonel of company K, Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, taking part 
in all the engagements in the state of Virginia; Martha R.; Eliza A., wife of J. B. Faley, a 
native of Pennsylvania, now a resident of New Mexico; Charlotte J. is the wife of A. M. St. 
Clair, and resides in Leland, Miss.; Edward R. is a retired planter, of Natchez, and J. A.V., 
the subject of this biography. 

Norman Ferguson is an enterprising, highly-esteemed citizen of Tuscalona station, 
Moselle postoftice, Jones county, Miss., and is a manufacturer of spirits of turpentine and 
resin, being also a proprietor of a cottongin and gristmill. This gentleman is a native of 
Moore county, N. C., and was born November 18, 1855. His parents were Fergus and 
Catherine (McDonald) Ferguson, also natives of North Carolina. They were the parents of 
seven children, namely: Sarah C., Mary A., Donald L., William, Elizabeth J., John and 
Norman, our subject, who was the eldest member of the family. His connection with the 


turpentine business began in North Carolina in 1872, and he has followed it without inter- 
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mission to the present time. In 1884 he came to Mississippi and settled at the present 
location, where, in connection with his father, he purchased a large tract of land and estab- 
lisbed a turpentine plant, which the two have carried on very successfully ever since. 
Mr. Ferguson was married in North Carolina, October 28, 1880, to Miss Isabelle, the daugh- 
ter of D. M. and Mary J. (Campbell) St. Clair, who has borne him five children: Walter P., 
Sarah C., Julius T., Frederick D. and Henry F. Mr. Ferguson ranks among the most 
enterprising and prosperous business men of the county, possessing all those personal char- 
acteristics to make a man not only successful in commercial enterprises, but popular in 
social circles as well. 

Gen. S. W. Ferguson, secretary and treasurer of the board of Mississippi levee com- 
missioners, at Greenville, Miss., was the eldest in a family of eleven children born to James 
and Abby Ann (Barker) Ferguson, the parents, natives of South Carolina. Though educated 
for the bar the father followed the occupation of a planter the principal part of his life, and dur- 
ing the War of 1812 was commissioned a lieutenant of the Kighth infantry of the regular army, 
serving as aid-de-camp to General Pinckney, in Georgia, Florida and South Carolina. 
Returning to his plantation after cessation of hostilities, he continued to reside there until his 
death, at the age of ninety years. He was married in 1531. He was one of the representa- 
tive men of South Carolina, and was a member of the legislature of that state for twenty 
years in succession. Both parents were members of the Episcopal church. The paternal 
grandfather, Thomas Ferguson, was born in the year 1726, and was a most extensive planter. 
During the Revolutionary war he was one of the council of safety who refused to sign the 

articles for the surrender of the city of Charleston, and for this he and all his family were taken 
prisoners and banished from that locality. The great-grandfather, James Ferguson, came 
to America with Oglethorpe. On the mother’s side the Barkers were from Rhode Island. 
The grandfather, Joseph Barker, was an early settler of South Carolina, and a merchant at 
Charleston. Gen. S. W. Ierguson was born in Charleston, 8. C., in 1834, passed his youth- 
ful days there, and attended the private school of Christopher Coates, until the age of sixteen 
years. In 1852 he entered West Point and graduated from that institution in 1857. He 
was brevetted second lieutenant under A. S. Johnston in the expedition against the Mormons, 
and was sent to the Pacific coast, being stationed at Walla Walla. In March, 1861, he 
returned to New York, resigned, but was at once commissioned captain in the regular infantry 
of South Carolina, being aid-de-camp to General Beauregard and serving on his staff until 
after the battle of Shiloh. In April, 1861, be received the keys at the surrender of Fort 
Sumter. He participated in the first battle of Manassas, also in many skirmishes in the 
Old Dominion, and about the time of the battle of Shiloh he was appointed lieutenant-col- 
onel of the Twenty-eighth regiment of Mississippi cavalry, serving about Vicksburg and on 
the river. In the summer of 1863 he was made brigadier-general of cavalry, and operated in 
Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee and Georgia. He was on almost constant skirmish duty 
and took a prominent part in many of the principal engagements. He was a most efficient 
military man, cool and far-seeing, and one whose courage and intrepidity could be relied 
upon at all times. He was with President Davis at the last council of war held at Abbe- 
ville, S. C., early in May, 1865, and his brigade was disbanded in May of that year. After 
peace was declared, General Ferguson came to Greenville, Miss., studied law and was admit- 
ted in November, 1866, practicing at this bar for many years. In 1885 he was appointed a 
member of the Mississippi river commission by President Arthur, to fill the position of Cap- 
tain Hads who had resigned, and served in that capacity until April, 1890. | Previous to this, 
in 1876, he was made president of the board of Mississippi levee commissioners, continued in 
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this position until 1882, and two years later was appointed secretary and treasurer, which 
position he is holding at the present time. On the 28th of August, 1862, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Kate Lee, daughter of William Henry and Ellen (Ware) Lee, a native of 
Kentucky, born in 1842. She was educated in her native state, and after her marriage to 
General Ferguson she accompanied him on all his campaigns. She was an excellent horse- 
woman and while riding from the Mississippi river to the Atlautic ocean took copious notes 
of her adventures during that interesting period. These she has since written out, and they 
form a pleasing narrative of many camp-fire episodes and military incidents. Mrs. Fergu- 
son is of a literary family, her mother being quite a poetess, and her aunt, Catherine A. 
Ware, the authorof nine books, of which ‘‘ The Household of Bouviere’’ is her best work. 
Her father, William Henry Lee, was a native of Virginia and a descendant of Richard Henry 
Lee, who came to America during the reign of Charles I. William Henry Lee was 
educated at Norfolk, Va., after which he resided in New Orleans for some time and then 
came to Mississippi, making a permanent settlement at Vicksburg about 1840. He was con- 
sidered one of the best planters in the South, being very extensively engaged in this occu- 
pation, and after residing near Vicksburg for some time he moved to-an estate on Deer 
ereek, and made that place, Ditchley, his home until his death in 1874. He was a cousin 
of Gen. Robert E. Lee. In personal appearance Mr. Lee was strikingly handsome. He 
was over six feet in hight, well proportioned, a cavalier of ‘‘ ye olden times,’’ and was famil- 
iarly called Gay Harry Lee. He was a member of the Episcopal church, and a member 
of the Masonic fraternity. He was married about 1841 to Mrs. Eleanor Percy (Ware) Ellis, 
a native of Mississippi and the daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah (Percy) Ware. She had 
previously married a Mr. Ellis, by whom she had one child, Mrs. Sarah (lllis) Dorsey, who 
was also an authoress and who left an estate to Jefferson Davis. 

The Wares were natives of Sonth Carolina. Nathaniel Ware was a self-educated man, 
having worked his own way in life, and after studying law was admitted to the bar in 
Washington, D. C. He became very wealthy and left a large estate in Texas. He was 
an extensive traveler, had gone over a considerable portion of Africa and had written a 
book on his journey in that country. He had been a student all his life and was of a dis- 
tinctive literary turn. To General and Mrs. Ferguson were born five children, four of 
whom are now living: James Du Gue (planter), Nathalie, Harry Lee and Percy. The 
one deceased was named Eleanor Percy. The family are members of the Episcopal 
chureh. General Ferguson is a Knight Templar in the Masonic fraternity, Greenville 
lodge No. 206, and has held official positions in Hillyer chapter and Delta commandery. He 
has been chancellor commander of the Knights of Pythias, Stonewall lodge, and is a mem- 
her of the Knights of Honor and the Legion of Honor. The General and Mrs. Feren- 
son have a very pleasant home, and their children are studious and literary in their tastes. 
Mrs. Ferguson began writing in her youth, took prizes at school for compositions and has 
written many stories. In 1889 she published “Cliquot,’’ a work received with considerable 
favor, and she has in manuscript another work that will soon be produced. She is a lady 
of pleasing manners, and has the personal characteristies of not only the Pereys but other 
ancestors noted for their beauty, grace and literary traits. Her mother was considered 
very handsome and had a remarkably fine figure. While on a visit to Europe and at a 
court ball, given by King Louis Philippe of France, he called her the Fannie Elssler of 
America. She was dressed in black velvet and pearls and was looking very lovely. 

William J. Ferguson is a progressive and useful citizen of Hinds county, Miss., but 
was born in Attala county of this state on the 25th of April, 1849, the eldest of a family of 
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six children born to Daniel E. ‘and Caroline (Denman) Ferguson, also natives of this state. 
Daniel K. Ferguson spent twenty years of his life in Franklin county, and during the Civil 
war served in the quartermaster’s department with General Forrest. He was a son of Will- 
jam and Patsey (McDonald) Ferguson, and a grandson of a Scotchman who came from the 
land of thistles and oatmeal to seek a home in the new world, settling in North Carolina. 
The McDonalds are also Scotch. William J. Ferguson was reared in Choctaw and Hinds 
county and received his knowledge of books in the common schools, thus obtaining a fair, 
practical education. At the age of eighteen years he began life for himself as a clerk, 
which calling he continued for about two years, when he opened a fancy grocery store at 
Auburn, Hinds county, Miss., which business soon grew to a general mercantile establish- 
ment. From 1870 to 1S80 he conducted business two miles east from Adams, at the same 
time managing a plantation, and both these enterprises were crowned with success. Since 
1881 he has been the proprietor of a fine mercantile establishment in Adams, which brings 
him in an annual sum of $15,000. He is also interested in a like establishment at Pickens, 
the firm name of which is Blair & Ferguson, the annual sales of which are about $40,000. 
Mr. Ferguson owns sbout one thousand acres of land, seven hundred bemg under cultiva- 
tation, on which is a nice residence, and some valuable real estate in Adams, all of which 
is the result of his own efforts, for upon starting out in life for himself he had no means. 
He is a whole-souled, large-hearted man, full of kindness and generosity, and greatly 
enjoys helping others who are not so fortunate as himself. In every transaction in life 
he has been strictly honorable, and is a high-toned and upright gentleman. He was mar- 
ried in ]1S74 to Miss Sallie C. Noble, a native of South Carolina, and a daughter of Will- 
iam A. and Fannie (Brady) Noble, also natives of the Palmetto state. Mrs. Ferguson is 
related to Joba C. Calhoun and Governor Noble. She is also a lineal descendant of the 
Houstons, one of the most noted families of South Carolina. The Nobles were also lead- 
ing citizens of that state and were of Scotch stock. They resided principally in Abbeville 
district. To Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson the following children have been born: Emma E., 
Carrie C., Annie Belle, Lalla Rookb and Mamie. Mr. Ferguson and his wife are members 
of the Baptist church, and he is a Mason of high rank and also belongs to the K. of H. 
and the K. of P. 

Frank Ferrell, M. D., was born in Maury county, Tenn., in 1831, the eldest son in a 
family of eight children, belonging to John M. and Harriet (Saunders) Ferrell. The father 
was a native of North Carolina, the mother of Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Ferrell were mar- 
ried in Tennessee, and lived there for about ten years, moving in 1839 to Marshall county, 
Miss., where Mr. Ferrell bought land and engaged in planting. and is a plain, practical 
farmer, never aspiring to any official position, but satisfied to attain suecess as a farmer. 
He lived and moved in the best circles of society, was a helpful, public-spirited man, giving 
liberally to schools, churches, and all other institutions tending to the good of his county. 
He was well and favorable known, and was a high-minded Christian gentleman. Mrs. Fer- 
rell died in 1853 at her home in Marshall county, the death of Mr. Ferrell occurring in 
1864 at the old family homestead. The subject of our sketch was educated at Holly Springs 
at the St. Thomas Hall Episcopal school. He entered the New Orleans school of medicine 
in 1858, graduating two years later, and began practicing his profession near Ashland in 
1860, but in 1861 he enlisted in the Confederate service, and was detailed for hospital duty 
at Corinth, Miss. In 1862 he enlisted in the Thirty-fourth Mississippi regiment of infantry, 
under the command of Col. Sam Benton. He was appointed assistant surgeon in this regi- 
ment, in which capacity he served nearly three years, until commissioned regimental sur- 
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geon in 1864, the duties of which office he performed until the close of the war. When 
Johnston’s army, to which the regiment was attached, surrendered at Greensboro, N. C., 
in April, 1865, at which time the Doctor was paroled, he returned home and resumed the 
practice of his profession at Salem, Miss. In 1867 he married Mary Frank Ayres, a daugh- 
ter of Dr. A. M. Ayres, who has borne him four sons: Frank (a student at Oxford), Augus. 
tus S. (at Cecilian college in Kentucky), Carl and Choppin. Mrs. Ferrell died in 1883, and 
Dr. Ferrell married for his second wife her sister, Sallie J. Ayres, who has two sons and 
one daughter: Chaille, Seth and Lucile. The Doctor lived at Old Salem till 1871, when he 
moved to Ashland, the seat of justice of Benton county. He owns one hundred acres of 
land in the suburbs of the town, and combines the practice of his profession with that of a 
planter. He is well and favorably known throughout Marshall and Benton counties, and is 
a high-minded, honorable citizen, and one of the ablest- physicians in his part of the state. 
He has always been very liberal to all educational, religious and all other promising public 
enterprises. : 

C. C. Ferrill, clerk of the chancery court of Clarkecounty, and a prominent resident of 
Quitman, is the eldest son of George W. and Mary (McDonald) Ferrill. His father was 
a native of Georgia, born in 1804. He was married in Perry county, Miss., in 1831, having 
come to this state in 1814 with his father, Bryant Ferrill, locating in Jackson county, Miss., 
and he may be regarded as having been one of the earliest pioneers of this part of the 
stute. He was reared to a farm life, and as soon as he became old enough he engaged 
in planting on his own account. He was quite successful, and in time came to be a large 
slaveholder.. He became the father of four sons and two daughters, of whom C. C. Ferrill : 
was the eldest; Sarah is the wife of R. D. Weens, of De Soto: Susan, who was Mrs. B. J. 
Morrison, of Kentucky, and is now dead; George W., of Thomasville, Ga.; Benjamin F., 
of Hilisville, Miss.; Ricaard, now living in Laurel, Miss. The father was one of ten chil- 
dren born to his parents, and was for many years a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
chureh and long identified with the Masonic fraternity. He was a public-spirited man, 
and before the war an old-line whig. After the war he affiliated with the democratic party, 
dying in 1881. The mother of our subject was born in South Carolina in 1814, a daughter 
of Neil McDonald, who moved to Mississippi about 1820. She was reared in this state, 
and still living at Quitman, Clarke county, Miss. She is an active and prominent member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. The early life of C. C. Ferrill was passed in Alabama 
and Mississippi. He was educated at Montrose, Jasper county, Miss. When a young man 
he engaged in the mercantile business, which he has followed until the present time. He 
lived in Mobile from 1850 to 1855. In 1862 he raised a company, afterward company F, 
of the Thirty-seventh Mississippi regiment, and of which he was captain. He was in action 
at Iuka, Corinth, Vicksburg, and all the battles of Johnston’s and Hood’s campaigns in 
Tennessee. He was made prisoner of war in 1864, at Nashville, Tenn., and contined at 
Johnson’s island, in Ohio, until after the surrender of the Confederate forces. After the 
war he came to Clarke county, where he has been a merchant ever since, excepting during 
1872 and 1873, when he was sheriff of the county. He was elected to his present office— 
the clerk of the chancery court of Clarke county—in 1887. He has been quite active in 
politics ever since the war. He is a member of the Masonic order, and also of the Knights 
of Honor. He was married in 1860 to Anna B. McCaskill, of Moss Point, Miss., a daughter 
of Alex. McCaskill. She was born in 1839, and has six children: John, of Shubnta, Miss. : 
Charles A., of Paperville, Miss.; Ollie S., a commercial salesman; Emma, who resides with 
her parents; Cicero C. and George F. He and his wife and their entire family are members 
of or attendants upon the services of the Methodist Lpiscopal church. 
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John W. Fewell,* attorney at law, Meridian, Miss., is a son of Thomas T. and 
Sarah A. (Leachman) Fewell, and was born in Fairfax county, Va., October 1S, 1844. 
His parents were of English ancestry, but were born in Virginia. The father, who was a 
farmer and merchant and lived and died in Virginia, had two sons and four daughters, only 
three of whom are living: John W., Robert A. and Laura R., all residents of Meridian, 
Miss. Mr. Fewell was reared in Virginia and accustomed to all the details of farm life. 
He received the basis of his education in the country schools and later attended the Fairview 
seminary in Culpeper county, Va., and the Piedmont academy in Fauquier county. In his 
seventeenth year he enlisted in the Prince William county cavalry troop, which afterward 
became company A, of the Fourth regiment of Virginia cavalry, for a time under Gen. J. E. 
B. Stuart and later under Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, in Wickham’s and Mumford’s brigade. 
He served in the seven days’ battles around Richmond on the staff of Gen. Roger A. Prior, 
and afterward in the Gettysburg campaign as a courier under Gen. ‘‘Jeb’’ Stuart. He 
was captured during the Gettysburg campaign and taken to Fort Delaware, from which he 
escaped in September, 1863, and he rejoined his regiment and served with it until within 
eight days of the surrender at Appomattox, his service having been brought to a close by the 
loss of a leg at the battle of Five Forks, April 1, 1865. In 1866 he began the study of law 
in the office of Hon. John Randolph Tucker, in Middleburg, Loudoun county, Va. In 
October of that year he entered the law class in the University of Virginia, where he remained 
two years, graduating in June, 1868, with the degree of bachelor of laws. He removed to 
Meridian in January, 1869, where he has since been engaged ‘in the practice of his profes- 
sion, also taking an active part in the political affairs of the state. On the restoration to 
rule of the democratic party in Mississippi, he was, with singular unanimity, elected to the 
state senate. In this body he was a leading member, and bore a distinguished part in the 


great work wrought out by that legislative assemblace of the real people of the state. Iu 
oD Oo } 


1886 he was a candidate for a seat in congress, and during the balloting of two days in the 
nominating convention he steadily held the foremost place, his selection being prevented 
finally only by what is known as a dead-lock. He has served his party as chairman of its 
executive committee in the city of Meridian and county of Lauderdale, and he is at present 
a member of its state executive committee. In his own city and throughout the state he has 
long been known as a leader of the democracy, and on the hustings and through the press 
he has always been ready to oppose, in and out of his party, all who sought to impair its 
organization or authority. Naturally, then, when in 1890 the state convention of the demo- 
crats cast about for its truest and strongest and wisest representatives, all eyes turned to Mr. 
Fewell as a proper delegate from the state at large to the convention to frame a new constt- 
tution for the state, and he enjoyed the rare honor of having a nomination without the show 
of opposition from any quarter. In that convention—the ablest convention ever assembled 


-in the state—he bore himself with a loftiness, a courage and an unselfish devotion to the 


best interests of his people equaled by few and surpassed by none. An active and earnest 
member of the chief committees, it was his good fortune to more than meet the high expec- 
tations of a generous public in his labors in the work of constitution making. He is the 
exceptional man, possessing a great head united to a great heart. He is a strong thinker, 
an acute reasoner, an eloquent speaker. He is a sincere, direct, positive man—a true man 
in the best and highest sense. Neither friend nor enemy ever doubted his attitude, or mis- 
conceived bis purpose. He is a man strongly loved and blindly trusted by a great host of 
friends, and his enemies know him to be honest and open and above all indiscretion, and 





*Written by a distinguished member of the Mississippi bar, 
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their respect at least he enjoys. Almost from the day of his appearance in the courts of his 
adopted state, he was recognized not by the bar only, but by the, public as well, as a man 
who was to make his mark in his profession. This he proceeded speedily to do, and for 
nearly a quarter of a century he has commanded such a practice as few lawyers in the state 
ever enjoyed. His success at the bar was phenomenal, for the young and unknown advocate 
demonstrated on every occasion his title to rank with the oldest and best of the leaders of 
the bar, and, for many years past, he has been confessedly without a superior in the courts 
before which he appears. Though preéminently successful at the bar, Mr. Fewell has been 
always free from arrogance or any affectation of superiority, or suspicion of any artfulness. 
His nobility of character shines undimmed in the turmoil and conflict of professional life. 
In connection with his legal practice he is general attorney of the Queen & Crescent rail- 
way system in Mississippi. Ever since his residence in Meridian he has taken a deep inter- 
est in its progress and prosperity, and has Jed in nearly every enterprise tending to its de- 
velopment. He is the chief owner and the president of the Meridian Gas Light company 
and of the Meridian Electric Light company. He was married in 1870 to Miss Olivia 
Gaines, by whom he has six children, three of whom are sons. He is a member of the 
Presbyterian church and is liberal in his aid, not only to that but to other churches, as well 
as schools and general beneficial interests. His standing at the bar is deservedly high, and 
his acquaintance extends throughout the entire South. 

H. J. Fields is possessed of those advanced ideas and progressive principles regarding 
the business affairs of life, which seem to be among the chief characteristics of the average 
North Carolinian. He is now engaged inmerchandising and planting, and in both oceupa- , 
tions is doing entirely well. He was born in Northampton eounty, N. C., in 1842, to Jesse ~ 
R. and Lucy Fields, but at the early age of two years was left motherless. The father, with 
his family of five children, then came to Mississippi, and the first two years of their stay in 
this state were spent in Madison county, at the end of which time Sharkey county became 
their home, Mr. Fields obtaining employment as overseer for J. T. Johnson on the Helena 
plantation. At the end of a few years he removed to Washington county, where he spent 
the rest of his days, dying in 1850, at the age of forty-four years. He was married four 
times, but only his second wife bore him children, their names being as follows: Martha, 
who married C. Belcher; Eiien, who became the wife of G. W. Faison, of Faisonia, Miss. ; 
Henry, who died at Clinton, Miss., while serving in the Confederate army, and Elizabeth, 
who is the wife of J. W. Browder. H. J. Fields, the youngest member of the family, was 
reared in Mississippi, and upon the opening of the Rebellion, like the majority of Southern 
youths, enlisted in the Confederate army, becoming a member of Wirt Adams’ regiment 
of cavalry, afterward participating in the battle of Shiloh and numerous skirmishes. He was 
paroled near Greenville, Ala., and returned to his home, where, in 1867, he commenced plant- 
ing on a part of the plantation of which he is now the owner and where he laid the founda-. 
tions of his present success, by hard work, close attention to business and by denying him- 
self many of the conveniences and luxuries which the young men of the present day think 
indispensable to their welfare and happiness. As a reward for his early industry he has 
now a comfortable fortune, and is engaged in tilling upward of fifteen hundred acres of land 
on which he has an excellent general supply store, also conducting a branch store at Anguilla. 
He is now one of the largest planters of Sharkey county and is what may be termed a self- 
made man. He is a member of the board of supervisors of the county and is one of its most 
enterprising citizens. He was married to Miss Martha K. Sullivan, a. native of [ssaquena 
county, Miss., a daughter of John Sullivan, of Tennessee, To their union the following 
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children have been born: Laura K., Jesse H., Jr., Margie, Thomas, Grover Cleveland, and 
Lillie, an infant. Mrs. Field is an estimable lady, and is an earnest and worthy member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. : 

Capt. James L. Finley, Tupelo, Lee county, Miss., was born in Hawkins county, Tenn., 
September 8, 1836, and is a son of Samuel and Lucy (Etter) Finley. His father was a 
native of Maryland and was a son of William and Mary Finley, natives of Maryland and 
Virginia, respectively. Samuel Finley was a son of William Finley, who was a native of 
Ireland and emigrated to America soon after the surrender of Cornwallis. The father of 
our subject removed to Mississippi in 1849 and settled at Richmond, which is now in Lee 
county; two years later he removed to Campbelltown and resided there until his death, in 
1862. He was seventy-one years of age. Politically, he was identified with the whig 
party. His wife died in 1878 at the age of eighty-two years. . Captain Finley was the 
youngest of a family of four children. He was educated at Irvin college, Tennessee. He 
studied law at the Fulton institution and was admitted to the bar of Mississippi in 1860. 
He began his legal practice at Fulton, Miss., and his first case was in the justice’s court, 
He won the case, received five silver dollars as a fee, and spent the whole at Van Amburg’s 
show. He continued the practice of his profession until the breaking out of the Civil war. 
He enlisted in March, 1861, as a member of company B, Tenth Mississippi regiment; he 
was made first lieutenant at once and was afterward promoted to the captaincy. To fol- 
low his career in detail would only be a repetition of the experience of the many brave 
sons of the South who abandoned home and family to defend a cause which they deemed 
a just one. He was in many of the most noted of the battles, served with all the bravery 
and courage which characterized the Southern army. After the war he returned to Missis- 
sippi and located at Guntown, removing thence to Tupelo, Miss., in 1877. He was mar- 
ried to Miss Kate M. Thomas, a daughter of E. G. Thomas, deceased. Her mother’s 
maiden name was McIadden, and she is also deceased. Captain and Mrs. Finley are the. 
parents of five children: Edwin C., a civil engineer who graduated from the University 
of Mississippi in 1889, Robert Smith, Mamie, Howery and James A. Captain Finley was 
elected attorney of the district, which is composed of Tishomingo, Alcorn, Prentiss, Ita- 
wamba, Lee, Chickasaw and Monroe counties. He filled this office eight years, and during 
that time three noted murder cases were tried —the Simmons, Shaw and Smith eases. He 
is the local attorney of the Kansas City, Memphis & Birmingham railroad. He was one of 
the prime movers of the Helena, Tupelo & Decatur railroad. Politically, he is identified 
with the democratic party. He is a Mason, having attained to the degree of Knight Tem- 
plar. He is also a Knight of Honor and a Knight of Pythias. The Captain owns a fine 
tract of land in the county and has about two hundred acres under cultivation. Mrs. 
Finley and daughters are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

John P. Finlay is the son of Dr. John L. Finlay, a native of the Nutmeg state, and 
grandson of John Finlay, who was a Scotchman by birth. The latter was educated for the 
Presbyterian ministry under the Rev. Dr. Chalmers, but after completing his studies came 
to the United States, located at Baltimore where he espoused the cause of the Baptists, and 
took a congregation there (First Baptist church, known as the Round Top church). He 
afterward went to Lebanon, Ohio, and from there to Memphis, Tenn. He was a ripe scholar 
and a devout Christian. His death occurred at his son’s residence in Old Greenville at an 
advanced age. Dr. John L. Finlay was a graduate of three different medical colleges, and 
had olso obtained a good literary education. He left his native state, went to Louisiana and 
located near Lake Providence, where he practiced his profession for a few years. He then 
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came to Greenville, practiced here for some time, and after a few years started a drug store, 
which was the first in Greenville or in Washington county. He continued this business, and 
at the same time practiced medicine until his death in 1862. He acted us treasurer of Wash 

ington county for a number of years, and was a successful business man and physician. In 
1S44 he was united in marriage with Miss Ann B. Pelham, a native of the Old Dominioa and 
of English descent. This marriage occurred in Mississippi, and the fruits of this union were 
nine children—three sons and six daughters—one son and one daughter deceased. The 
remainder of the children reside in Greenville, as does the mother. She is a member of the 
Methodist church South. John P. Finlay was born November 12, 1848, in Washington 
county, Miss., and was there reared and principally educated. After attending two years at 
Oxford, Miss., he spent two years at the Philadelphia school of pharmacy, and has since 
been engaged in the drug business at Greenville. From the time he was fourteen years of 
age much of the duties of a father have devolved upon him. The family was thought to be 
in good circumstances when the father died, but this was a mistake, and what little was left 
was used or destroyed by the armies during the war. In 1865 Mr. Finlay started the busi- 
ness he is now engaged in at Greenville, and it has since grown to its mammoth proportions, 
being one of the largest and most complete retail drug stocks in Mississippi. Mr. Finlay 
was married to Miss Alice Archer, a native of Jefferson county, Miss., born in 1845, and 
daughter of James Archer, who was one of the oldest, prominent and most worthy citizens of 
Jefferson county and the state. The nuptials were celebrated on December 12, 1872, and 
have resulted in the birth of nine children, four of whom died in childhood. Those living 
are John L., Mary P., William H., Thomas P. and Stevenson A. Mr. and Mrs. Finlay are 
members of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Finlay was county treasurer for twelve years, and 
a member of the city council about the same length of time. As a councilman he was chair- 
man of the finance committee, and also chairman of other committees. During the yellow- 
fever epidemic of 1878 he was the only druggist who remained at his post of duty during 
the whole time, and did much during that dreadfully trying period to alleviate suffering and 
care for the dead. He is a public-spirited citizen, and has ever been in favor of all things 
that had a tendency to build up the country or benefit his fellowmen. He and Gen. 8. W. 
Ferguson have been engaged in the fire insurance business for a number of years, and rep- 
resent fifteen of the leading companies. They do a lucrative business. Mr. Finlay is a 
Knight Templar in the Masonic fraternity, and has been presiding officer of the Blue lodge. 
His father was also master of the first and only Masonic lodge ever in old Greenville. Mr. 
Finlay is a member of the Knights of Pythias, Knights of Honor, and the American Legion 
of Honor. He is an elder in the Presbyterian church, and he is at the head of almost all the 
creditable enterprises in the town and county. 

Another prominent citizen of Mississippi was Ephraim §. Fisher, who was born pear 
Danville, Ky., November 15, 1815. He was educated in that state, and early exhibited 
unusual worth and ability. He became a great student, and was for a time given 
employment as an assistant in the school where he was educated. In 1833 he went to Vicks- 
burg, where he studied law under Joseph Holt. In 1838 he was licensed, and immedt- 
ately began the practice. He went, almost at a bound, to the top of his profession. In 1824 
he located in Coffeeville, Miss., and while here entered the arena of politics. He went 
to the legislature, but refused to be reélected, and continued the practice of law. In 1585] 
he was elected a judge of the high court of errors and appeals, and served with honor 
until about 1859, when he resigned and resumed his practice. He at first opposed secession, 
but finally went with his state, and during the war was a colonel of home guards. In 
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1865 he was nominated for governor. In 1869 he was appointed circuit judge. He died in 
1876 in Texas, whither he had removed. He was one of the ablest and most upright 
-of the public men of Mississippi. He helped make the history of the great state. 

L. T. Fitzhngh, A. M., president of Whitworth female college, Brookhaven, Miss., 
is a native of Brandon, Rankin county, Miss., and was born July 8, 1S+41. His parents were 
Drew and Martha NR. (Batte) Fitzhugh, natives of Virginia. President Fitzhugh received his 
collegiate education at Centenary college, Louisiana. March 14, 1861, he married Miss 
Juliet Deloney, a native of Clinton, La., and a daughter of Hon. Edward Deloney, M. D., 
avery prominent physician of that place. After the war he engaged in teaching at Sylvarena, 
Miss. Jour years later he became principal of the Rankia Masonic institute, in Rankin 
county, Miss., in which capacity he served until the fall of 1875, when he was elected principal 
of the University high school, University, Miss., in which capacity he served until 1886, when 
he was elected to tne presidency of Whitworth female college. He found the institution in 
a prosperous condition, and has advanced all its interests since that time. Being a natural 
educator, he is well titted in every way for the control of an institution of this kind, and he 
brought to bear upon his work here long experience and a trained judgment, which 
have crowned his. every effort with success. Rev. W. B. Murrah, D. D., vice president of 
Whitworth female college, Brookhaven, Miss., was born in Pickensville, Ala., in 1804, a 
son of Rev. William Murrah, who was a native of Georgia, and his wife, Mary Cureton Mur- 
rah, a native of South Carolina. Mr. Murrah died at the age of eighty-one in 1887 at 
his home in Columbus, Miss. His widow is still living in Lowndes county, Miss., with her 
daughter, Mrs. Dr. Harrington. Rev. W. B. Murrah was reared in Summertield, Ala., 
where he received his primary education. His preparatory education was received at Colum- 
bus, Miss. He afterward entered college at Greensboro, Ala., where he graduated in 1874, 
and the degree of D. D. was afterward conferred upon him by Centenary college, Louisi- 
ana, in the year 188$. He began preaching io the year 1874, his first work having been 
done on the Vinton circuit in northern Mississippi. Later he preached at Oxford, Winona 
and Aberdeen, and in 1886 was appointed vice president of Whitworth female college, and 
has held that position until the present time, performing his duties with credit to himself, 
and to the entire satisfaction of every one concerned. He was married while living at 
Oxford, Miss., in 1881, to a daughter of President Fitzhugh, of this college. Mrs. Murrah 
is a woman of rare accomplishments, and possesses remarkable personal attractions. Dr. 
Murrah was honored by his church with a seat in the general conference which met in St. 
Louis in 1890, and was appointed by the bishops of his church a member of the ecumenical 
conference which met in Washington city in 1891. 

Col. Robert W. Flourney, a son of Robert Flourney, was born in Montgomery county, 
Ga., March 5, 1S11, and completed his education at the University of Virginia in 1552, and 
afterward practiced law at his home in Georgia for more than twenty years. In 1856 he 
removed to Mississippi, locating on his plantation near Albany, then of Pontotoc county, now 
of Union. Before the war, he was one of the most extensive slayeowners in northern Mis- 
sissippi. When the war seemed imminent, he was a pronounced Union man, and in LS60 and 
the early part of IS61 did all in his power to keep the state of Mississippi in the Union, but, 
as history has proven, his efforts and those of other noble men in this direction were wnavail- 
ing. When the state seceded, he cast his lot with his people, and organized a military com- 
pany, of which he was captain, and went with it to Richmond, Va. Upon mature reflection, 
he could not bring himself to bear arms against the United States government, and a few 
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days after his arrival at Richmond he resigned: his commission, and returned home, remain. 
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ing there during the entire war period, a strong advocate of the union of the states, which 
required: more moral courage than would have been demanded of him at the front. Colonel 
Flourney is a stanch republican, and as such has been placed in nomination to represent his 
district in the state legislature, but owing to the democratic supremacy, he was defeated by 
the opposing nominee, Mr. Lamar. Colonel Flourney is a man of undaunted courage and 
unquestioned bravery. In every relation of life he has proven himself strictly upright and 
honest. He is a respected citizen, of benefit to the community in which he lives, and is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and is also a member of the Masonic fraternity. 
E. P. Flowers is a planter and merchant of Hinds county, Miss., and throughout his 
life he has been honorable and upright in his methods of conducting his affairs, and as a 
reward has become well to do and has numerous friends. He was born in Warren county, 
Miss., April 8, 1855, the fourth child born to Ignatius and Sarah (Brooks) Flowers, they also 
being native Mississippians. The father was a planter by calliug and died in £863, while fol- 
lowing this occupation. His people were from the Old North state. I. P. Flowers was edu- 
cated in early life by a private tutor, but later attended the common schools until he was 
twenty years of age. at which time he left the halls of learning to take upon himself the 
duties of life as manager of his mother’s plantation. After its division be and his brother 
each operated one-half of it, and he still conducts five hundred acres, of which he is the 
owner, also renting a considerable amount of land. He raises large crops of cotton and corn 
and has shown himself to be an intelligent and practical planter. A considerable amount of 
his land is covered with a fine growth of valuable timber. In 1889 he opened up a general 
mercantile establishment on his plantation, and does a large furnishing business. His stock 
of goods is valued at about $3,000. He is unmarried. , 
Col. U. G. Flowers is a planter of Warren county, Miss., who was born at Mount Carmel, 
Covington county, Miss., April 17, 1820, the youngest child of Uriah and Elizabeth (Watson) 
Flowers, being the only one of their nine children who is now living. His parents were North 
Carolinians, who came to this state in 1$19, and after about four years’ residence in Covington 
county came to Warreu county and settled on the Oakland plantation, which is now the old 
homestead. Tonatius Flowers. the grandfather, was a native of Maryland, while the Watsons 
are descended from an old English family, who settled on the James river, in Virgima,. and 
were engaged in planting. Both families were slaveholders from the time they landed in 
America up to the time of the emancipation proclamation and were prominent people in the 
different sections in which they resided. Col. U. G. Flowers had the advantage of a primary 
schooling for only about two years, but at the age of fifteen years he entered an engineers’ 
school at Georgetown, Ky., in which he remained one year. In 1539 he was for ashort time 
in the law department of Harvard university, after which he returned to his father’s planta- 
tion, where he remained until 1557, when he went to Europe for the purpose of sightseeing 
and traveling for his health. He traveled over England, Scotland and a part of Ireland ou 
foot, visiting London, Liverpool and many historic places in that country and Ireland, about 
six weeks being also spent in Paris. In the latter part of the year he returned home, and 
during the war traveled quite extensively throughout the United States and visited many of 
the leading cities of the North, some time being spent in the vicinity of Chicago. Ownay te 
the fact that he contracted physical disability. when a young man, with which he is still 
troubled, he was unable to serve in either army during the Rebellion. Upon the fall of the 
Confederacy the Colonel returned to his plantation in the South and adopted vigorous 
Measures to rebuild the fortune which the war had laid waste. He engaged actively in 
planting, was successful, and eyeu now, notwithstanding the low price of cotton, is doing « 
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prosperous business. He is the owner of the old homestead and has in all about one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty acres, of which five hundred are under cultivation, and a con- 
siderable portion of the remainder covered with valuable cypress timber. He raises cattle 
and horses for the market and has found this industry to be a profitable one. He is of a 
decidedly literary turn of mind and has written a number of excellent articles for publica- 
tion, which have appeared in well-known journals, but has always used a nom de plume. He 
has also composed a few poems, but as he did not consider them sufficiently meritorious they 
have never been given to the public. In personal appearance he is tall and spare, his hair 
and beard being very white. In social life he is highly esteemed for his rare conversa- 
tional powers and courtly manners, and although he has seen fit to remain unmarried he is 
very social in his tastes and has a host of warm friends throughout this section of Mississippi. 

J. M. Floyd, the proprietor of the Floyd hotel at Shubuta, Clarke county, Miss., was 
born in Horry county, 8. C., in 1817. He was the second child of a family of four chil- 
dren born to Cornelius and Mary (Rawls) Floyd. His father was a native of South Carolina 
and a son of Maj. Samuel Floyd and a planter, who was married in North Carolina and settled 
and reared his family in South Carolina and who died, when quite a young man, in 1826. 
The mother of our subject was born in North Carolina and was a daughter of John Rawls. 
After the death of her first husband she married Joseph Hays. She had four children whose 
names are Mary, Dennis, William and Martha A. Her children by her first marriage were 
Anna §., J. M., Samuel H. and William C. She moved to Mississippi in 1832, locating in 
Covington county and was interested in planting, and she died there in 1856. His mother’s 
family moved to Smith county about 1836. Both of Mr. Floyd’s grandfathers did gallant serv- 
ice in the Revolutionary war. His parents were both members of the Methodist ‘Episcopal 
church. His father dying when he was quite young, his recollection of him is limited. Mr. 
Floyd passed his early years in South Carolina. He began life for himself at the age of 
seventeen at farming, and later he beame a clerk in a store, a position which he retained until 
1839, when he removed to Texas where he remained, however, but a short time. In 1841 he 
married Anna J. Smith, the daughter of Augustus and Sarah (Enzor) Smith, her father being 
a native of Connecticut and her mother a native of South Carolina. Mrs. Floyd was born in 
1825. Her children are: Sarah C., now Mrs. John McCormick, of Meridian; John C., a 
resident of Clarke county; Maria L., who married T. B. Hudson, a resident of Shubuta; 
Samuel H., one of the prominent merchants of Shubuta; Susan E. and George A., who are 
both at home. Wilson A. Floyd, another and the oldest son of this worthy couple, was 
wounded during the Civil war, at Murfreesboro, Tenn., and died at home in 1862. He was 
connected with the Eighth Mississippi regiment and was acting as adjutant-general. Up to 
the time of the war Mr. Floyd was a planter and merchant. At the time the war began, his 
business was well established here, but it was broken up during those troublous times, but 
was revived after peace was declared. In the ante-bellum days he had been very successful 
in his business undertakings, having considerable landed property and thirty-two slaves. 
Since then he has been quite successful as a planter and has carried on a good mercantile 
business. During the last twelve years he has also been in the hotel business. In 1552 he 
was elected probate judge im Smith county, an office which he held for twelve years. For- 
merly an old-line whig, he is now a stanech democrat, actively interested in his party, its prin- 
ciples and its measures. He is a master Mason, and with his family has long been identified 
with the Methodist Mpiscopal church. He is regarded as an upright, energetic citizen, who 
takes a deep interest in everything pertaining to the publie good. 

S. H. Floyd, of the firm of Weems & Floyd, of Shubuta, Clarke county, Miss., was born 
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in Smith county in 1858. He is a son of John H. Floyd. (For some mention of his parents 
and family history see sketch of J. M. Floyd.) He was educated in Clarke county, and left 
school at the age of fifteen years to become a clerk in a general merchandise store at Shu- 
buta. In 1883, in company with Mr. W. L. Weems, he opened a general mercantile busi- 
ness, Which now amounts to about $150,000 annually, the largest of its kind in the county. 
The firm started on a modest scale, for the means were limited, but by honesty and prudent 
management they have advanced in the mercantile world until their business is one of the 
largest on the M. & O. railroad between Meridian and Mobile. Their eotton trade is exeeed- 
ingly heavy, and during the season just closed they handled two thousand three hundred 
bales. Their trade requires the assistance of five persons in their store. They have a tur- 
pentine distillery in Wayne county, Miss., with a capacity of about six hundred barrels per 
year, and they own a tract of land of about two thousand five hundred acres, most of which 
is connected with their turpentine distillery. September 19, 1SS82, Mr. Floyd was married 
to Miss Mittie Hall, the daughter of Dr. I. B. and Anna (Hand) Hall. Her parents were 
for a few years residents of Kemper county, but were natives ef Georgia, Dr. Hall of Rome, 
and Mrs. Hall of Columbus. Mr. and Mrs. Floyd have four children living, and have lost 
one by death. Their names are: Samuel H., Karl N., John Milton, Mittie and Gladys, the 
latter dying in infancy. Mr. Floyd is a member and a trustee of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. His wife is connected with the Baptist church. In politics he is a democrat, and 
takes an active interest in all public measures, being regarded as a valuable citizen in all of 
his relations. He is exceedingly helpful in the support of schools and churches, and is a 
member of the city council of Shubuta. . 

Maj. William J. Floyd, the subject of this sketch, was born September 30, 1829, in Gib- 
son county, Tenn., and is a farmer by profession and has followed the occupation of a planter 
all his life, as did his father before him, and is the owner of sixteen hundred acres of laud with 
one thousand acres under cultivation. During the treuble between the two sections in iS6i 
Mr. Floyd espoused the cause of the Confederacy, and enlisted in the Hudson company, com- 
manded by Capt. Alfred Hudson, serving until the battle of Shiloh, when he was promoted 
to the rank of lieutenant. In 1862 he was made tirst lieutenant of the Mississippi troops, 
the company known as Peach creek rangers, and was with the same until 1863, when he was 
elected captain of company H, Eighteenth Mississippi regiment of cavalry. In L864 he was 
promoted to major of the same regiment and held that position until the war ended. He was 
slightly wounded twice and was in the following engagements: Shiloh, Fort Pillow, Memphis, 
Guntown, Harrisburg, Holly Springs, Selma and others. He was a brave and trustworthy 
officer and served the Confederacy faithfully and well. He was married on the Sth of March, 
IS64, to Miss Susan C. Maxwell, who was born in Mississippi and who was the daughter of 
Hon. W. C. Maxwell, of Alabama, who was quite a prominent man in his county in his day. 
He represented Panola county inthe legislature one term. To Mr. and Mrs. Floyd have been 
born six children: Ida A. (deceased), William M., Pattie L., Bedford F., Robert F. (deceased), 
and the other not named. Mr. Floyd and family are members of the Missionary Baptist 
church. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity. He gives his hearty support to all worthy 
public enterprises, is regarded as a most desirable citizen, and is interested in the welfare or the 
county. He was elected sheriff of Panola county in 1S66 and was a trustworthy and efticient 
otlicer. He was the fifth of ten children born to John and Martha (Jackson) Floyd, natives 
of the Palmetto state. The father was a planter. He came to Mississippi in [S40, was 
umong the first settlers of the county of De Soto, and was a prominent citizen. He was justice 
of the peace for a number of years. His death occurred in 1858. The paternal grandparents 
were David and Mary Floyd. This family is of Scotch descent. 
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The bar of Yalobusha county, Miss., is given much force and brillianey by the member- 
ship of Judge Anderson B. Fly, of Water Valley, one of the leading attorneys of the state 
of Mississippi. He was born in Maury county, Tenn., November 11, 1825, and is a son of 
Joshua and Sarah Fly, natives of Tennessee; the father was born .in the year 1800, and the 
mother 1802; they were married in IS1%, and removed to Mississippi in 1834, settling in 
Yalobusha county near the spot where Water Valley stands. Mr. Fly entered land on which 
he passed the remainder of his days. He wasa man of much refinement, and was an earnest 
worker in the Methodist Episcopal church. He died in September, 1875, honored and 
respected by all. A few years before his death he was obliged to give up active ministerial 
work, on account of ill health. His wife died in 1862; she was a member of the same church 
as her husband, and was a thorough Christian. The impression she made upon the minds of 
her children has ever been a guide in the right direction, and her memory is revered by each 
of them. The family consisted of thirteen children, ten of whom lived to maturity, and six of 
whom are now living. Anderson B. is the eldest; he received his education at Jackson, Tenn., 
and at the early age of eighteen years was licensed to preach by the Methodist Episcopal 
conference; for a number of years he was engaged in this labor, and in connection with it 
gave much attention to the study of law. In 1558 he was admitted to the bar, and plead 
his first case in Calhoun county. He located at Coffeeville where he practiced his profession 
until the breaking out of the late war. In 1867 he returned to Yalobusha county and again 
took up legal work. In 1873 he came to Water Valley where he has since resided, devoting 
his time and energies to his profession. Before the war he aftiliated with the whig party, but 
since that time he has been a stanch democrat. He was elected chancery judge in 1876, and 
served until 1SS4. He was married to Miss Margaret J. Giles, of Lafayette county, Miss., 
a daughter of William and Lucinda Giles. The parents were natives of North Carolina, and 
emigrated to Mississippi in 1839, settling in Lafayette county, to whom were born six 
children, one of whom is yet living—Mrs. Sarah Spears. Mrs. Fly died in 1879, aged fifty- 
three years; she was a zealous member of the Free Methodist church. Six children were 
born to her: Joshua H. died in 1878 of the yellow fever; William C. is a druggist in Gal- 
veston, Tex.; A. W. is a practicing physician of the same place; Anderson B. Jr., lives in 
Water Valley;, David R. is also a druggist and is with his brothers in Texas; Albert 8S. is a 
traveler, Central America being the scene of much of his journeying. Judge Fly was mar- 
ried a second time, to Laura Claunch, who was born and rearedin Texas, a woman of unusual 
force and refinement. Five children were born of this union: Charles T., George W., Sarah 
Eloise, Matthew De Witt, and Nigil Edwin, who at the age of two years and four months 
weighed forty-five pounds. Mrs. Fly is a member of the Free church. This church was 
organized by the Judge in [S7S, and hasa membership of one thousand souls. There are now 
two conferences, and small organizations in different parts of the South. Judge Fly was 
chaplain of the Second Mississippi regiment, and after the proclamation of Davis com- 
manded a company of scouts. Judge Fly has now associated with him in the legal business 
R. F. Kimmons, an energetic, young lawyer, who has made a success of the profession and 
who would be an ornament to any bar. The Judge is an able attorney, a wise counselor, and 
a man who has won the respect of all with whom he has come in contact. 

James M. Fly, a retired school teacher and the present nominee for county superintend- 
ent of education of Wilkinson county, Miss., was born in Panola county, Miss., in 1835, the 
third of eight children born to Rey. A. T. M. and Eliza (Jones) Fly, both of whom were born 
in Maury county, Tenn. The paternal grandfather, William Fly, was born in Tennessee, 
where he was a very successful planter. He was a soldier in the Seminole war, a stanch 
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Jacksonian democrat, and was a popular and influential citizen. The great-grandfather 
was a Virginian, and was among the earliest pioneers of Tennessee, a settler of Maury 
county, where he reared a large family, which is now scattered, several of them coming to 
the state of Mississippi, where their descendants are still living. The family is of English 
descent, several brothers coming to the new world and settling at Norfolk, Va., during the 
colonial times. One brother is known to have settled in Pennsylvania, another in Georgia, 
while the progenitor of that branch of the family now in Mississippi settled in Virginia. 
The maternal grandfather, Willis Jones, was born in Maury county, Tenn., and there he 
passed from life on the plantation which he had snecessfully managed for many years. He 
was of Welsh descent. Rev. A. T. M. Fly was educated in the state of his birth, and while 
still a young man became a minister of the Methodist Kpiscopal church. In 1830, at the age 
of nineteen years, he was married, after which he preached in the northern part of the state 
until 1850, when he was sent to Wilkinson county, Miss., having in charge a large circuit in 
several counties. In 1855 he was sent to Natchez, and died in that city of yellow fever on 
the Ist of October of the same year. He was of a mild and kind disposition, and owing to 
his noble qualities of heart and head, and his love of his fellowman, he drew around him 
numerous warm friends wherever he resided. He was very prepossessing in personal 
appearance, having dark hair, blue eyes and fine complexion; was five feet ten inches ini 
stature and weighed one hundred and sixty pounds. His first wife died in 1846, after which 
he married Miss Ellen Rabb, of Madison county, by whom he has two children, H. W. Fly 
and John N. Fly, now living. After his death his widow married again, and is now resid- 
ing in Wilkinson county. James M. Fly was brought up in northern Mississippi, being an 
attendant of Centenary college of Jackson, La., from 1853 to 1556, graduating in the latter 
year. He began teaching school that fall in Point Coupee parish, La., but a few months 
later began teaching in the public schools of Natchez, where he remained until 1860. In 
the fall of 1561 he commenced teaching at another point, continuing until April, 1862, 
when he closed his school and entered the Confederate army, becoming a member of the 
Conner battery, which was attached to the First regiment Mississippi artillery. He was 
afterward transferred to the trans-Mississippi department, and was in the battles of the 
lower Red river in Louisiana. He remained in this state until the close of the war, the 
most of the time being in the commissary and quartermaster’s departments. When hostili- 
ties had terminated, he went to Texas, where he conducted private schools and followed the 
life of a pedagogue until 1871. His health then failing him he returned to Natehez, and in 
Adams county again resumed teaching in 1875. In 1881 he opened a female college at the 
Concord place, in the old Gayoso home, and here he built up an excellent school and con- 
dueted it successfully until 1SS4, when he moved to the city and taught the following year. 
Tn September, 1585, he moved to Centerville, and for a number of years immediately follow- 
ing this he was a teacher in both the public and private schools. He has been quite active 
in polities, and in 1876 and 1S77 he was secretary of the democratic executive committee of 
Adams county, Miss., and is now the nominee of the democratic party for county super- 
intendent of schools of Wilkinson county. He was married in 1857 to Miss Mary E. 
Anthony, a native of Holmes county, Miss., who was brought to Natehez in early child. 
hood by her mother, her father having died soon after birth, and to her union with Mr. 
Fly six children were born, three of whom are living. Ella died at the age of five years; 
Ida, who married J. R. Kirkpatrick, of Natchez, and beeame the mother of two children, 
died December 25, 1889; Nora, wife of W. C. Jelks, resides in this county; Anthony is 


married and a druggist of Centerville; Susie died in infancy, and James is the youngest 
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member of the family. Mr. Fly and his family worship in the Methodist Episcopal church. 
In 1886 he erected him a very beautiful residence in Centerville, the finest in the place. 
He has a fine young fruit orchard and is much interested in fruit enlture. He is consid- 
ered one of the most thorough and successful educators of the state, and is a very fine 
disciplinarian. Should he be elected to the position of county superintendent, he will 
without doubt fill the position admirably and greatly improve the public schools of the 
county. 

Dr. M. R. Fontaine. John de la Fontaine was born inthe year 1500, and was martyred 
in 1563. His son was Abraham Fontaine, and Madame Brousseaux was a member of the 
family of the next generation. Of the next, Rev. Peter Fontaine was born in 1633, and of 
the next, another Rev. Peter Fontaine was born in England, at Taunton, in 1691, and emi- 
grated to America in 1716, locating in Virginia, and becoming the rector of Westover parish. 
He died in 1757. Sueceeding him was Peter Fontaine, who was born in 1720. He married 
Miss E. Winston. His son, John Fontaine, was born in 1750, and married Miss Martha, 
daughter of Patrick Henry, of Revolutionary fame. Unto them were born the following 
children: Patrick Henry, who married Naney Midler; Charles D., who married Miss Car- 
rington; Martha H., who married N. W. Dandridge; and John J., who married Mary Redd. 
Unto Patrick Henry Fontaine and his wife were born Edward, Charles D., Martha, Nancy, 
Elizabeth and Mary B. J. D. Fontaine, of Pontotoc, Miss., is a son of Charles D., while 
Madison R. Fontaine descended from John J. and Mary Redd. John D. Fontaine was born 
in Pontotoc in 1841, and received a good common-school education. At the outbreak of the 
Civil war he enlisted in the Confederate service, serving four years as a private in the army 
of Tennessee. At the close of the war he immediately returned home and began the study 
of law, under the direction of his father. He was licensed to practice law in April, 1867, 
and immediately began active duties in his profession, in partnership with his father, in which 
relation he continued until the latter’s death in 1871. Soon after he formed a partnership 
with C. B. Mitchell, under the firm name of Fontaine & Mitchell, which was continued until 
1888, when the firm dissolved by mutual consent. Mr. Fontaine has been connected with 
some of the most noted criminal cases of northern Mississippi. Charles D. Fontaine, Mr. 
Fontaine’s father, was born in Virginia and reared in the same state. When a young man 
he went to Mobile, Ala., but afterward, in 1537, he came tu Pontotoc. »/ His father, Patrick 
Henry Fontaine, came at the same time from Henry county, Va., to assume the duties in a 
responsible position in a land office, which was then located here. The younger Fontaine 
soon took up the study of law, and soon was admitted to practice at the bar. Shortly after 
being licensed he was elected to the legislature, and was twice elected to the same office. In 
1840 he married Miss Sallie A. Dandridge, a daughter of Thomas B. Dandridge, a native of 
Henry county, Va., who located in Pontotoc prior to this time. In 1853 he was a candidate 
for circuit judge, and in 1555 he was candidate for governor of the state. His first partner 
in the practice of his profession was —— Freeman. Later he formed a partnership with 
Judge W. D. Bradford, and that firm continued until near 1860. After the war he 
and his son, John D. Fontaine, became partners as above stated. He was one of the most 
finished and accomplished orators, and the best general lawyer in the state. Of elegant 
address and charming conversational powers, genial and friendly, he is one of the greatest 
social favorites in the state. Patrick Henry Fontaine became a planter of prominence 
before the war, owning much land and a number of slaves. Dr. .Madison R. Fontaine was 
born in Henry county, Va., and was educated in Emery and Henry college in Washington 
county, Va. Soon after his graduation he began the study of medicine. He was granted 
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a diploma, with the degree of M. D., at the Jefferson medical college at Philadelphia in 
1846, and at once began the practice of medicine in Virginia, and in 1550 came to Pon- 
totoc. Since that time he has ranked among the leading physicians of northern Missis- 
sippi, and is known as one of the best and most skilled surgeons in the state. When the 
Civil war broke out, in 1861, he was at once commissioned as a surgeon in the Confed- 
erate army, and was placcd in charge of the principal hospitals at Vicksburg during the 
siege. On account of his superior ability he was chosen from at least one hundred sur- 
geons to take charge of all the wounded of the different hospitals, and bring them by 
way of New Orleans and the gulf, to the hospitals at Mobile. This was an undertaking of no 
small difficulty, and one requiring great dilligence and exceeding care. When he arrived at 
Mobile with his charges, he turned them over to the various hospitals, and was assigned the 
duty at Meridian, and soon thereafter was appointed inspector of the hospitals for the cavalry 
corps of General Johnston’s army in Mississippi, a position which he filled with great satisfae- 
tion until his appointment as senior surgeon of Ferguson’s cavalry corps, which he held until 
the close of the war. Returning to Pontotoc, he again resumed the practice of his profession, 
in which he has continued with increasing success until the present time. In 1870 he mar- 
ried Mrs. Elizabeth Gates (nee Gillespic), whose father was an Alabamian, and who has borne 
him three children. Dr. Fontaine’s father, John J. Fontaine, was born in Henry county, 
Va., in 1758. He was a planter by occupation, and about 1811 he began the study of medi- 
cine under the famous William T. Banks. He was remarkable for his close application to 
business and gave his entire attention to the study of his chosen calling until the War of 1812 
broke out, when he gave up everything for his love of country. He went to Washington and 
offered his services to the government. His assistance not being required, he returned home 
and soon became engaged in recruiting troops for the United States service. He afterward 
became famous as Lieutenant Fontaine, and he knew not the meaning of fear or danger. He 
distinguished himself at Lundy’s Lane and Fort Erie, and was highly complimented by the 
commanding officers. After the war, he resumed the study of medicine and became a physi- 
cian of much prominence. He gained a splendid education, and was deeply read in many 
sciences. He was a polished gentleman of the old school, the soul of honor, and was admired 
by a large circle of acquaintances, including many of the most prominent men and women of 
his time. 

September 20, 1800, in Farquier county, Va., Henry Stewart Foote was born. He 
received a finished education at Washington college, Virginia, graduating in 1819, and two 
years later was admitted to the bar, and in 1824 removed to Tuscumbia, Ala., where, for a 
time, he was connected with a democratic newspaper. In 1826 he became associated in the 
practice of law at Jackson, Miss., with Anderson Hutchinson. He became prominent and 
popular, and was soon an active participant in politics. In 1547 he was elected to the 
United States senate, and took a conspicuous part in the proceedings of the compromise 
measures of 1850, and was chairman of the committee on foreign relations. In 1851 he was 
elected governor of Mississippi, defeating Jefferson Davis. In 1854 he went to California, 
but in 1858S returned and resumed the practice of law at Vicksburg. He was strongly 
opposed to secession, and continued the opposition in the Confederate congress and in open 
hostility to President Davis. He opposed a continuance of the war, and favored the terms 
of capitulation offered by President Lincoln in 1863-4. After the war he was appointed 
superintendent of the United States mint at New Orleans, and while holding this office died 
at Nashville in 1SS8U. He was one of the strongest lawyers and politicians of the state. He 
was the author of the “Bench and Bar of the Southwest,” “Texas and Texans” and “Sylla 


and Charyldis.” As an orator he had scarcely a superior in the state. 
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Judge H. W. Foote, jurist, soldier and planter, is a resident of east Mississippi, and 
in this section, which has long been the seat of wealth, culture and refinement, he has resided 
since early manhood. Although born and reared in Chester county, S. C., he was early 
attracted to this section by the fertility of its virgin soil, and having imbibed those principles 
of probity, honor and candor so characteristic of natives of the Carolinas, he was eminently 
fitted to occupy a leading position in whatever section he might settle, and especially so in a 
new country. Being pushing and enterprising in spirit, and possessing an inexhaustible 
fund of courage, he removed westward before he arrived at the age of manhood, and in the 
favored region of Macon, Noxubee county, Miss., he cast his fortunes. Prior to leaving the 
state of his birth he had begun the study and prosecution of law under the direction of that 
distinguished attorney and jurist, Col. Z. P. Herndon, but, being under age, he was not. 
admitted to the bar until after he came to Mississippi. Soon after reaching his majority he 
became a candidate for clerk of the eireuit court, and so honestly, faithfully and capably did 
he discharge the trust that for eight years he was elected to this position by his admiring 

‘constituents. During the extended period that he filled this position it became a very lucra- 
tive one, worth from $5,000 to $6,000 per year, the flush times in Mississippi being then 
at their fullest flow. About this time a hot coutest between Hugh L. White and Martin 
Van Buren was at its hight, and Mr. Foote espoused the cause of the former with the 
warmth and fervor of a true Carolinian. He remained an unswerving adherent of the old 
whig party until it was succeeded by the union party in 1S51. He vigorously opposed the 
repudiation course of Mississippi, and acted with the bond-paying party and supported suc- 
cessively Williams, Shattuck, Fontaine, Rogers and Clayton for governor, upon this issue. 
Believing that the rights of the Scuthern states could be preserved in the Union, and that 
secession would but result in disaster, Mr. Foote opposed secession with all the fervor of his 
mature manhood, and probably made the last speech in opposition to it that was made in 
Noxubee county before the convention met that adopted the ordinance of secession. When 
the war became an assured fact, he was true to the principles he had imbibed in his youth, 
for, recurring to that period, it is found that when a mere lad of seventeen he was a volun- 
teer in his native state under the Jeffersonian and Calhoun banner of nullification, and now 
has the commission which was granted him by Robert Y. Hayne, governor of South Carolina, 
as first lieutenant of a volunteer company. When Mississippi seceded he was found ready 
to do battle for home, property and liberty, and, as it was apprehended that there would be 
trouble with the negroes, Mr. Foote raised a company for home defense, composed of many 
of the best citizens of Noxubee, of which he was chosen captain. After the battles of Manas- 
sas, Bull Run and others, the Southern hearts were fired, and the Home company changed 
their name to the Noxubee cavalry, and marched to Tennessee to support General Cheatham, 
became an active part of his brigade, and participated in the bloody struggles at Belmont, 
Shiloh, ete. At the reorganization of the army in north Mississippi, Captain Foote was 
called home—-where he had left his children without the protection of a mother even—by 
Goy. Charles Clarke to take charge of and organize the militia in that part of the state, 
and after this had been done efficiently a large regiment of cavalry, consisting of thirteen 
companies and over one thousand three hundred men, were ordered to elect their field 
officers. Mr. Foote was soon after informed that he had been unanimously elected colonel, 
and although his services were needed by his family, he could not resist what he considered 
his country’s call, and how well he performed his duties let the survivors of that splendid 
legion answer for him. In 1865, at the earnest solicitation of his numerous friends, he 
became a candidate for cireuit judge, and although his opponent was one of the ablest and 
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most popular judges of the state, he was elected, and for four years in this trying and 
responsible position he administered justice with an even hand, and so satisfactory was his 
work that he was triumphantly reélected over the same able and accomplished competitor, 
During his second term the reconstruction acts were passed by the Federal congress, and 
daring the pursuance of these measures Federal legislation became so inimical to South- 
erners who had participated as to render it unsafe for them to remain in state offices, and 
Judge Foote determined to resign his judgeship, and held his last term at Columbus, retir- 
ing from the bench two years before the expiration of his second term. The frequent 
aftirmance of his decisions by the supreme court attested his profound knowledge and astute 
judgment of the noble science of law, and his career on the bench brought into play the 
versatility and superiority of his genius. He returned to his home in Macon and resumed 
the practice of law, devoting his matured energies to this work and to the supervision of his 
planting interests during the dark days up to 1S75, but as this period of misrule became too 
heavy to bear, and the chains too galling to be longer tolerated or worn by men who dared 
to eall themselves men, the leading citizens of east Mississippi led the whites to victory in 
the revolution of IS75, and Judge Foote was one of the foremost of this, band. 
While a member of the state senate from the district composed of Noxubee, Kemper 
and Neshoba counties, he was fearless and frank in the expression of his views, and that he 
was an able legislator is attested in looking over the journals of the senate. He 1s a staunch 
member of the democratic party, and is much more interested in local than in national poli- 
ties. Although he commenced the battle of life at Macon with limited financial resources, 
by attention to business principles, and a successful law practice, he was the owner of one 
hundred slaves at the opening of the war in I1S61, and cultivated one thousand acres of land. 
He also has a considerable amount of money at interest, making in all a comfortable fortune. 
The result cf the war left him destitute, with the exception of his land and stock, and in the 
unsettled condition of affairs, even these were of little profit, as many a fortune was lost in 
planting operations under the new regime. Besides his Noxubee plantations, Judge Foote’s 
wife owned a magnificent body of land of about three thousand acres in Issaquena county, 
but it was left in ruins at the close of the war. Under his efficient management this mag- 
nificent property has been restored, and now over one thousand acres are in a fine state of 
cultivation, and make one of the best improved plantations on Deer creek. The Louisville. 
New Orleans & Texas railroad runs through this plantation, at the lower part of which is a 
flag station, which makes it one of the most accessible and desirable of properties. Judge 
Moote also owns another splendid plantation on the same stream in Washington county, which 
has about tive hundred acres under cultivation, and in connection with his son, Mr. Hoger L. 
Moote, owns a delightful settlement on Steele’s bayou, containing five hundred acres. A 
prairie farm of five hundred acres, nine miles east of Macon, is also his property, but his 
special pride is his stock farm, containing one thousand acres, situated on the west bank of 
the Noxubee river, two miles south of Macon. Judge Foote recognized the fact that to raise 
cotton profitably it was necessary to raise needful home supplies, and he determined to devote 
one farm exclusively to stock, to supply meat and mules to his other plantations. Six hun- 
dred acres of this farm are devoted to pasture, and are finely adapted to the purpose for which 
they are intended. An artesian well affords pure and abundant water, the pasture abounds in 
native grasses and there is a considerable area in blue grass, orchard grass and also an abun- 
dance of Jespedeza or Japanese clover. On this farm the Judge has demonstrated satisfae- 
torily that stockraising pays. All necessary supplies for keeping the stock in good condition 


during the winter months are raised on the farm, and every facility is used for bringing 
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about good results, and as a result Judge Foote is one of the leading stockmen of the South. 
In the domesiic circle he is a model husband and father, is devoted to his family and makes 
their happiness and comfort his chief object and aim in life.. While filling the active and 
important duties of clerk of the circuit court, he courted and won for his wife Miss L. F. 
Dade, a daughter of Col. H. C. Dade and Catharine (Lewis) Dade, a niece of General Wash- 
ington. To their union a family of four sons and three daughters were born, all of whom 
are living with the exception of the eldest son, who died, leaving a wife and four children, 
living at the present time in Birmingham, Ala. The eldest daughter became the wife of Dr. 
KE. C. Clements, son of Hardy Clements, late of Tusealoosa county, Ala. She, with her fam- 
ily, and the youngest son of Judge Foote, now state senator, reside on Deer creek, in Sharkey 
county, Miss. The other daughters married brothers, T. J. Patty and Henry Patty, the 
former a merchant, stockraiser and planter, and the latter a promising young lawyer, of 
Atlanta, Ga. The other sons live in Lowndes and Noxubee counties, Capt. H. D. Foote, a 
planter of the former and Thomas Foote, a lawyer of Macon. Mrs. Foote died in 1855 and 
two years later the Judge contracted a second marriage, his union being to Miss Mary Foote, 
a cousin of his first wife and a supposed distant relative of his own. One daughter was born to 
them, Mollie Frances, who is also directly descendant from the Washington family, the 
mothers of the two wives being sisters. While in Macon in 1863 he met and married Mrs. 
Sybilla A, Messinger, relict of G. W. B. Messinger, and their union was consummated in 
December of that year and existed harmoniously for twenty years, or until the death of Mrs. 
Foote. She left one child, Miss Georgie, who is a handsome and accomplished young lady. 
The above statements are taken from a sketch of Judge Foote in the Planters’ Jour- 
nal, of August, 1534, and may have changed in some respects. His daughter, Miss Georgie, 
is now the wife of Dr. W. M. Paine, of Aberdeen, son of the late Bishop Puine, of Missis- 
sippi. His last union was to Miss Eleanor W., daughter of Rev. Curtiss. Tor thirty years 
he was actively engaged in the practice of his profession, wiih the exception of the time he 
was in the army and on the bench, but for some years has been retired from the practice of 
his profession and devotes his time to looking after his varied and engrossing interests, in 
visiting his children in their various homes, and in church and Sunday-school work. He 
has long been a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and his counsels are constantly 
required by the church in her work. Although somewhat advanced in years he shows but 
little the ravages of time, either mentally or physically, and has before him many years of 
usefulness to his fellowmen and pleasure to himself. He has a beautiful home, elegantly 
appointed and favorably situated, and here he dispenses hospitality with a generous and 
gracious hand. He is a member of the board of trustees of Vanderbilt university and is 
president of the Farmers and Merchants’ bank, of Macon, Miss. 

Hon. H. L. Foote is a gentleman who has attained prominence, not only as a planter 
but also as a merchant, and in the capacity of state senator from the twentieth district, he 
is proving himself a man of far more than average intelligence. He was born in Macon, 
Miss., in 1855, to Judge Henry W. and Mary (Dade) Foote, both of whom were born in 
South Carolina, where they were reared and married, coming iu an early day to Macon, Miss., 
where their home has been for about fifty years. Judge Foote is now living with his fourth 
wife. He has been one of the foremost lawyers of the state for many years and is a man 
whose brilliant intellect has fitted him for any position within the gift of the people of his 
state, for the many prominent positions which he has held haye been admirably 
filled, and in a manner betokening a man of sound views and progressive and original ideas. 
He is well known and highly respected by the highest class of society and the most distin- 
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guished men of the state. He was for some time chancery clerk of Noxubee county, was 
district judge for some years and has served with ability in both house of the state legislature. 
He was a colonel in the Civil war, made a brave, faithful and intrepid soldier, and did much 
to further the cause of the Confederacy. Although he started in life with a hmited education, 
through his own untiring efforts he became a finely educated man, and has been a most use- 
ful and eminently successful citizen. He is an active worker in, and a member of, the Meth- 
oiist church, and is strictly temperate in all his habits. The gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch was the youngest of nine children born to his father’s first marriage, the names 
of the other members of the family being as follows: Fannie (deceased); Maggie (deceased); 
Aun, wife of Dr. E. C. Clements; Catherine, who afterward became Mrs. Patty, is deceased; 
William, who was a planter, and a lieutenant in the Confederate army, died in 1875; Henry 
D., of Columbus, Miss., who was also in the Confederate army, holding the rank of captain, 
and was imprisoned at Camp Douglas, Il.; Thomas is a lawyer and is associated with his 
father, and was onee mayor of Macon, and Emily is the wife of Henry Patty, a lawyer of 
Atlanta, Ga. Hon. H. L. Foote received his initiatory training in the schools of Macon, and 
in [S72 graduated from Bryant & Stratton’s Commercial college of Cincinnati, Ohio, three 
years later graduating from Eastman college of Poughkeepsie, N. Y. For two years follow- 
ing his graduation he was engaged in merchandising at Macon, and followed the same oecu- 
pation at Haney Grove, Tex., and since 1877 on his present plantation—Council Bend and 
Eyremont, which places comprise thirty-five hundred acres, about fifteen hundred acres being 
under cultivation, yielding about six and seven hundred bales of cotton each year. The most 
of this property he has earned by his own efforts since 1877, at which time he became a 
merchant at Egremont. In 18S5 he was elected sheriff of Sharkey county, was reélected in 
ISS7 and in LSS9 was nominated by acclamation, with no solicitation on his part, to the state 
senate from the twentieth district, and served on the committees on levees and finance. On 
March 1, 1878, he was married to Miss Mattie Cavett, daughter of J. R. Cavett. She was 
born near Macon and died in December, 1878. Mr. Foote’s second marriage occurred in 
ISS2, to Miss Eva P., daughter of George Cooper, of Yazoo county, Miss., a planter and 
Methodist minister. Mrs. Foote was born at Lake Washington, Washington county, and has 
borne her husband one son. Mr. Foote is a member of Rolling Fork lodge No. 3175 of the 
K. of H. and Deer Creek lodge No. 356 of the A. F. & A. M., at Rolling Fork. Mr. Foote is 
progressive in his views and owns one of the finest plantations in the Yazoo delta. His wife 
is a member of the Episcopal church. 

On Downing creek in the state of North Carolina, within a few feet of the South Carolina 
line, were born four brothers, all of whom removed to Marion county, Miss., and among whose 
descendants there have been many men and women of great force of character, some of 
whom have arisen into prominence iu Mississippi and Louisiana. The brothers were John, 
Joseph, Stephen and Ebenezer Ford. They came to Marion county among the very earliest 
settlers, when the switch cane and the wild peavine made the pine forests a paradise for the 
stockmen. John Ford left a family of seven, viz.: Joseph Ford, a distinguished lawyer of 
Shreveport, La.; Rev. Thomas Ford, a Methodist minister, who went to Hinds county; 
David Ford, who went to Texas; Rey. Madison Ford, who became a celebrated preacher and 
died in Madison county, Miss.; Mrs. Womack, of Rankin county; Elias Ford, the father of 
Mrs. Catherine Rain, and Mrs. William B. Holloway, of Williamsburg, in Covingten county, 
and Samuel Ford, who became a citizen of Louisiana. Among the children of Joseph and 
Samuel are many who are prominent in politics and society, such as Chauncey Ford, 
of New Orleans, an able lawyer, Mrs. Judge Randall Hunt, of the same city, and others 
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of prominence who live in Shreveport. Stephen Ford lived and died in Marion county. His 
children all removed to the counties of Hinds and Copiah; they were Rowan, Joseph, 
Rebecca Ford, Priscilla Foster and Elizabeth Browning. Joseph Ford moved with his three 
brothers, John, Stephen and Ebenezer, from North Carolina to Mississippi in the year 1809. 
His wife was Sarah Rawls, and to them were born tive children: [benezer, James, Solomon, 
Caroline and Sarah: Caroline married Jacob Funches, of Hinds county, Miss., and Sarah 
Edmond Funches, of the same county. James and Solomon Ford lived and died in Marion 
county, each leaving a large family. They married cousins, of the same name, one the 
daughter of Jacob, the other of Sampson Pope. Judge Ebenezer Ford, the son of Joseph 
Ford and Sarah Rawls, first married Mary A., the widow of John Morgan and daughter of 
Jacob Pope; eight children were born of this union: Sarah, the wife of James M. Carr: Har- 
riett, the wife of the Rev. Alfred Farr; Elizabeth, the wife of William Patten: Sophronia L., 
the wife of Calvin Ford; Hugenia,wife of the Hon. W. D. Carmichael, of Hinds county; Mary 
Janet, the wife of Calvin Ford; Joseph M. Ford and James E. Ford, Eugene and Monet 
Ford, of Gloster, Miss., and Harry and Jerome Ford, of Magnolia, Miss., who are successful 
business men, are the sons of Mary J. Ford and grandsons of Judge Ebenezer Ford. J. Ira 
Ford, the promising young lawyer of Jackson county, the son of J. M. Ford, is a grandson 
of Judge Ebenezer Ford and of his first wife Mary A. Ford. Mrs. Ford died in 1543, and 
Judge Ford, afterward married Juliet A. Swift, who on her father’s side was of a numerous 
and prominent family in Vermont, claiming consanguinity with the famous Dean Swift. Her 
mother was a Bulkley, of Weatherstield. Conn., and she cherished to the end of her life the 
diary of her grandfather, Captain Bulkley, who served with distinction in the Revolutionary 
war, and through whom she received a historical curiosity in the shape of a document for the 
exchange of prisoners, signed by George Washington and Sir Henry Clinton. Her brother, 
Theodore Swift, was an eminent lawyer who lived for a long time at Monticello, and who was 
noted for his great wil, aud for his accurate knowledge of the law. 

The Weatherstfield family of Bulklevs were related to the Sedgwicks, to which family 
General Sedgwick belonged. While at he brother’s house in Monticello, Juliet A. Swift met 
and married Judge Ebenezer Ford, of Spring college, who was a plauter and a man of large 
wealth. Judge Ford, though not a practicing lawyer, had pursued the study of the law as a 
recreation, and was actually well versed in the elementary principles of the profession, so 
that he filled for many years, with great credit to himself, the office of probate judge of 
Marion county. In the days when Wiley P. Harris was on the bench, and the lawyers rode 
the circuit, Judge Ford’s home was the stopping place between Gainesville and Columbia for 
the Judge and lawyers and the wits who followed the courts, and who found a welcome and 
a pleasant entertainment for the spare days intervening between the terms at Columbia and 
at Gainesville. At Spring cottage were born Thomas Swift Ford, Theodore Bulkley Ford 
and Emma J. Ford. Judge Ford died in 1858, and his widow took her three children to 
Manchester. Vt., in the spring of 1859, the eldest being then eleven years of age. At that 
place there were superior advantages for acquiring an education... There the boys pursued 
their studies at Burr and Burton seminary, and the elder finally went to Middlebury college, 
where he was graduated in 1866. He was the youngest member of the class. The family 
then returned to Columbia, Marion county, where the elder son studied law and the younger 
medicine. Thomas 8. Ford was elected to the legislature in 1869, when just of age, was 
again elected in 1S71, and served two years in the lower house. He was elected district 
attorney in 1875, and held the office eight years. In 1885 he was appointed attorney-gen- 
eral by Governor Lowry to fill the unexpired term of T. C. Catchings, He was elected dele 
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gate to the constitutional convention in 1890 from the state at large, receiving the highest 
vote cast for any one of the fourteen candidates. Dr. Theodore B. Ford graduated in medi- 
cine from the University of Louisiana, and settled at Columbia. He developed extraordi- 
nary aptitude for his profession. His skill in the treatment of disease, his kindly bearing to 
all, made him many friends, who brought him to the front in polities on several occasions. 
He served in the legislature of the state in 1876, LS78 and 182 in the lower house, and one 
term in the senate, beginning with the year ISSS. The names of the descendants of Eben- 
ezer, the brother of Joseph, John and Stephen, will be found elsewhere in this work. 

Rufus R. Ford, a resident of Washington and civil engineer and surveyor, is, like many 
other prominent citizens of the county, a native of Mississippi, born in Franklin county on 
the 31st of January, 1836. He was educated in Franklin and Jefferson counties, and took a 
thorough course in civil engineering with a Mr. Graham, a relative. He followed that oceu- 
pation for several years, and at the breaking ont of hostilities between the North and South 
he was appointed to operate on the coast asa surveyor. This position he declined and volun- 
teered as a private in the Confederate army, company A, Seventh Mississippi infantry, 
with which he served about a year. He was then made a civil engineer and operated with 
General Bragg and General Johnston in the Tennessee army. He was wounded and captured 
at Mumfordsville, Ky., but was soon afterward paroled. In July, 1861, he was married 
to Miss Emma A., daughter of Stephen and Lucina Kennedy, natives of South Carolina 
and Louisiana respectively. Her parents were married in Adams county, Miss., and there 
the father died in 1854, and the mother, Lucina, in 1882. He was born in Edgefield district, 
S. C , September 2, 1774, and was a planter by occupation. Mrs. Ford was born in Adams 
couuty December 4, 1841. To Mr. and Mrs. Ford were born seven sons and two daughters, 
all of whom have had good educational advantages. With the exception of about ten years in 
Franklin county, Mr. Ford lias resided in Adams county ever since the war, and has followed 
surveying nearly all his life, in Louisiana and Mississippi. He is also the owner of three 
thousand acres of land, all the result of his own industry. He was for four years county 
‘surveyor of Franklin county, and was once elected to that office in Adams county but declined 
to take the oath then required. He is an industrious, energetic man, and is ready and willing 
to aid with his time and means any enterprise for the advancement of the county. Mrs. 
Ford bas been a member in good standiug in the Christian church for thirty years. Mr. 
Ford was the eldest and the only one now living of three children—two sons and a 
daughter: Rufus R., born January 31, 1836; Percival F., born in 1837, and Mary Jane, 
born about 1839, of Absolom and Mary J. (Holloway) Ford, natives of South Carolina and 
Clinton, La., respectively. His mother was Jane, daughter of Robert Holloway. Her first 
marriage was to Archibald Graham, by whom she had two sons. Mr. Graham, who was a 
United States surveyor, died about the time his younger son was born. The elder son, 
DeWitt Clinton Graham, wasa man of talent, an able surveyor and lawyer, beeame judge of 
the probate court in Franklin county, Miss., and was for several terms a member of the 
Mississippi legislature, and was noted as a mathematician of the state. Whena boy, Absolom 
Ford came with his parents to Jefferson county, Miss., was married in Franklin county, and 
there his death occurred about 1840. Mr. Ford was a planter, was a soldier in the War of 
1812, and participated in the battle of New Orleans. He had a brother, John Ford, and his 
father was also John Ford. The latter was born in South Carolina, and at an early age 
(1805) came to what is now Franklin county, where he settled a Spanish claim, He became 
quite well off and died there. He was of Irish descent. After the death of Absolom Ford 
his widow married Joseph Tord, an Irishman, who was edneated for the priesthood. He 
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died in Franklin county, and she in the same county in 1872. She was a member of the 
Methodist church. Mary J., sister of our subject, became the wife of George P. Butler, of 
Franklin county, and died. His brother, Percival. deceased, was a soldier in the Confederate 
army. Our subject’s maternal grandfather, Robert Holloway, was probably born in the 
Palmetto state, but when a young man went to Louisiana where he was married. From 
there he came in an early day to Franklin county, where he and his wife both died. He was 
a farmer. 

Thomas F. Ford is well and favorably known to a host of acquaintances and friends 
throughout this section, and is a fair example of what can be accomplished by industry and 
perseverance. He has become one of the influential men and prosperous planters of Amite 
county, and as he was left an orphan in early boyhood and has made his own way in life, is 
deserving of much credit. His father, Bartlett Ford, was born in Franklin county, Miss., 
in 1829, and in the county of his birth attained manhood. He was marriedin Amite county, 
to Miss Rebecca Cain, a daughter of Elijah Cain, of Georgia, but their married life was of 
short duration, for he was called from life in 1858, his widow following him to the grave in 
1860. The paternal grandfather, Freeman Ford, was a Georgian, and at an early day 
moved with his family to Mississippi, taking up his abode on a plantation on Homochitto 
river, in Franklin county, where he reared his family. Thomas F. Ford was brought to 
Amite county when a child of eleven years, his birth having occurred in Franklin county 
November 6, 1849, and after the death of his parents he made his home with an uncle. In 
1863, when a strippling of fourteen years, he joined the Seventh and Eleventh Arkansas 
cavalry, which was commanded by Colonel Griffin, and although but a boy did valiant service 
until the close of the war, his service being in north Mississippi and Louisiana. He was 
paroled at Jackson, Miss., after Lee’s surrender, and returned to Amite county. On the 
18th of January, 1566, at the early age of seventeen years, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Josephine E. Gordon, a daughter of Ephriam Gordon, who died when Mrs. Ford was 
a small child. She was reared and educated in Amite county, and at the time of her marriage 
was also seventeen years of age. Mr. Ford commenced to make a home for himself and wife 
without money or influence, and although he rented Jand for a number of years, and was 
compelled to deprive himself of many luxuries and conveniences, he managed to save some 
means, with which he purchased sume Jand. He has sinee purchased, owned and traded 
several plantations, but on his present place bas resided since 1884. He is now the owner 
of a plantation containing six hundred and eighty acres, of which about three hundred acres 
are open land. Everything about his place indicates that a man of thrift and energy has 
control of affairs, and as all this property has been obtained by his own efforts, and cost him 
many hours of hard labor, he thoroughly wnderstands how to take care of it, and render it 
more valuable. His management has always been excellent, and as a financier he has proved 
himself able and successful. He is reasonably careful in his expenditures, but not in the 
least niggardly so, and when aid and support is needed for any worthy enterprise, he is one 
of the first to give his assistance, both in regard to influence and money. To himself and 
wife a family of nine children have been born: Mary Jane, Bartlett (a clerk in Gloster), Hiram 
K., Alma I., Charles C., Morris, Carrie R., Lovel and Leo. Mr. Ford, his wife and four of 
their children are members of the Baptist church, and socially he is a member of the Masonic 
frater ity and Knights of Honor. 

Thomas W. Ford, retired merchant and plauter, Empora, Miss. Mr. Ford’s grand- 
father, Wyett Ford, was a native Virginian and a man of superior ability. When a young 
man he went to Georgia, and married in that state and there passed the remainder of his 
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days, dying in Milledgeville while clerk of the supreme court. He was the father of three 
sons and one daughter: ‘Thomas B.; Abraham, who died in Texas; Dr. Andrew J. and Mrs. 
Mary McCroy, who is now a resident of Bellefontaine, Miss. After her husband’s death the 
mother of these children married a Mr. Goar and then moved to Bellefontaine where her 
death occurred One of the sons, Dr. Andrew J. Ford, was a very prominent surgeon and 
also quite a literary’ genius. He was born on the 6th of November, 1825, graduated in 
physic at Philadelphia, afterward served as surgeon in the Mexican war and then filled the 
same position on the frontier under Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston until the breaking out of 
the Civil war. He then resigned and obtained services under the Confederate government, 
but was afterward made chief surgeon in General Johnston’s corps. After the war he was 
professor of anatomy in a medica] college in Baltimore, which position he was holding at the 
time of his death which occurred in Charleston, S. ©., in March, 1868. The eldest son of 
the above mentioned children, Thomas B. Ford, was born in Milledgeville, Ga., on the 2d of 
October, 1821, and being left fatherless at quite an early age was partly reared by an uncle, 
Abram Ford, with but little schooling. In 1546 he came to Bellefontaine, where he soon 
afterward married Mrs. Elmira (Hicks) Hog and followed the occupation of a planter and 
merchant until the opening of the Civil war. He then raised a company of volunteers, com- 
pany K, and served in the Fifteenth Mississippi infantry as captain until the battle of Shiloh, 
when he organized another company which he commanded in the cavalry until cessation of 
hostilities. He surrendered near Selma, Ala. He was captured five times, but soon after 
always mansged to make his escape. Once while at home at Bellefontaine he was captured 
and while under guard the first night, when about ten miles west of Bellefontaine, he 
watched his chance while the guard was dozing and was soon afree man. He operated all 
through the Georgia and Atlanta campaign. After the war he farmed for a few years near 
Bellefontaine and then removed to northwest Mississippi, his death occurring at Cold Water 
in 1883. He was a charter member of Adelphian lodge, A. F. & A. M. No. 174, of which 
he was worthy master a number of years. He was a self-made man in every respect, and 
became a very useful and wealthy citizen. Mrs. Ford is still living at Bellefontaine. She 
came with her parents to what is now Webster county in 1835, and there she first married 
Judge Thomas Hog. He came from Alabama to Mississippi with a load of goods, and in 
1834 settled at Bellefontaine, where he at once engaged in merchandising. He was the first 
settler there, and followed merchandising until his death, about 1842. He was one of the 
first representatives of Choctaw county in the state legislature and was probate judge at one 
time. He was an uncle of the present governor of Texas. Grandfather Hicks came to what 
is now Webster county in 1835, and died near Bellefontaine many years age. He had a son, 
the late Rey. A. B. Hicks, who was a distinguished Baptist minister. To Thomas B. and 
Elmira (Hicks) Ford were born three children—a son and two daughters: Thomas W. 
(subject), Lou (wife of R. Lamb, of Texas) and Zuby F. (wife of E. Wright, of Euporia). 
Thomas W. Ford was educated at Bellefontaine, and when twenty-one years of age started 
out for himself as a farmer, and afterward continued tilling the soil until 1875, when he was 
elected circuit clerk of Webster county. He filled the position for eight years in a very effi- 
cient manner, and fully testified to the wisdom of the people’s choice. He subsequently 
engaged in merchandising at Walthall, and when the railroad was built he removed to Eupora, 
where he continued merchandising until recently, when he sold his stock. He was the 
second merchant at Eupora. He built and still owusa fine two-story double brick block, 
the best one in that town. He also owns about eight hundred acres in different tracts, all 
the fruits of his own labors, and is not only one of the moneyed men of the county, but one of 
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its best business men. He is a member of Adelphian lodge, A. I’. & A.M. Mr. Ford was 
married in 1876 to Miss Lenora Roberts, a native of what is now Webster county, and the 
daughter of Frank and Mary Roberts, natives, respectively, of Georgia and Mississippi. Mr. 
and Mrs. Roberts were married in what is now Webster county, and there the father died in 
December, 1853. He was a successful planter. He was in the late war, and was a member 
of the Baptist church. Mrs. Roberts is still living and isa member of the same church. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Ford have been born two children. Mr. Ford is a member of the Methodist 
and bis wife a member of the Baptist church. 

It is a fact recorded in history that the first Knghsh emigrauts to America were a 
superior race, with most progressive views of government, liberty and laws, and who sought 
out homes in the New World in obedience to impulse, prompted by lofty ambition and an 
earnest desire to benefit the race. From these ancestors sprung men who subsequently 
became eminent in the different localities in which they located. Richard H. Forman is a 
descendant of one of the earliest and most illustrious families of the state of Mississippi, and 
is deserving of especial mention in a work of this kind, for he, as well as his most worthy 
progenitors, has done much to bring the county and state to its present state of civilization 
and cultivation. The family is of English origin, the members of which trace their ancestry 
back to the illustrious family of Gordons, that was related to Lord George Gordon Byron. 
The first of the Forman family to come to America was in the year 1675, their residence at 
first being in the state of New Jersey, but in the year 1790 some members of the family 
drifted into Mississippi territory, which was then under the control of the Spanish govern- 
ment, and settled at Natchez. Since that time the Forman family have been identitied 
with the history of Mississippi, and the name has been prominently before the people on 
numerous occasions. Joseph and Elizabeth Forman, the great-great-grandparents of Rich- 
ard H. Forman, were married in England about the year 1732, their union resulting in the 
birth of four sons and one daughter: Joseph, Ezekiel, Elizabeth, Stephen and David. 
Joseph, the eldest son, was born October 27, 1748, was married to Miss Amelia Gale, April 
24, 1765, and by her became the father of five children: Elizabeth, Stephen, William 
Gordon, Joseph and Matthias. Stephen, the eldest son, was the grandfather of Richard H. | 
and his son, Stephen, was the father of the latter. Stephen Forman was born in New Jersey, 
and when still but a youth came to Mississippi, and was married here in the year 1825 to 
Miss Keziah B. Howell, a cousin of Mrs. Jefferson Davis, and unto them a family of three 
sons and two daughters were born, the following of whom are living: Mary Jane, the eldest, 
is the wife of Maj. Thomas Reed, an eminent attorney at Natchez; Stephen S., also living 
in Natchez, and Richard H., whose name heads this sketch. Charles H. and Martha are 
deceased, the latter having been the wife of the late Hou. Thomas C. West, of this county. 
Richard H. Forman was born February 19, 1833, in Jefferson county, and was educated at 
Oakland college, one of the earliest institutions of learniug in this part of the state. Decem- 
ber 6, 1860, he was married to Miss Emily A. Batchelor, who made him an exemplary wife 
and a faithful and devoted mother to his children, and died May 31, 1883, leaving her 
husband with four children to mourn her loss—one son and three daughters: George D., 
Lura, Evelyn and Saidie L., all of whom have received the advantages of a good education, 
Lura being a gradvate of Fairmount female college. Evelyn was educated in the Fayette 
academy and in the Natchez literary institute, Saidie, the youngest daughter, having also 
attended the Fayette academy. A short sketch of the son, George D., immediately follows 
this. 

In the fall of {852 Mr. Forman went to New Orleans with the view of making that 
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city his permanent home, accepting a position in a cotton factorage and commission house, 
remaining there during the winter and summer of 1853, through the yellow-fever epi- 
demic, when that disease was more fatal than it ever had been before or since, the mor- 
tality reaching three hundred per day. In the fall of 1853 his health failed, and he was 
compelled to abandon his position and return to his native home, Rodney. After suffi- 
ciently recovering his health, he engaged with one of the principal business houses in the 
town, and then three years later engaged in the general mercantile business on his own 
account, and was dving a paying business at the outbreak of the war, which forced bim to 
close, as it did many other Southern merchants. In 1858 or 1859 he was elected a mem. 
ber of the board of aldermen of Rodney, and served more than one term. In 1861 he was 
appointed commissioner to look after and provide for the destitute families of Confederate 
soldiers, which position he held until the close of the war, feeling anxious to do all he 
could for the Confederate cause, and being physically unable to go into active camp life. 
In 1862 he was elected a member of the board of trustees of the public school in Rodney, 
and served during the war. In the same year he was elected justice of the peace, and in 
1864 was reélected. After the close of the war he was removed from office, as were other 
county and state officers. In 1865 he came in possession of some valuable lands and turned 
his attention to farming, and, being a young farmer without old fogy notions in his head 
that older farmers had, he at once adapted himself to the new order of things. Recogniz 
ing the freedom of the colored man, and respecting his rights, he went on with his farming 
operations more successfully than many of lifetime farmers. In [S69 the people of Jeffer- 
son county met, organized and incorporated the Jefferson County Planters’, Mechanics’ and 
Manufacturer’s association, which bad annual meetings andexhibitions. In 1871 he was 
elected a member of the board of directors, and served until 1877, when he was elected 
president. He declined a reélection to the presidency, but continued on the board of direct- 
ors until 1884, when he was again elected president, and served until the association was 
disorganized, about four years ago. Some ten years ago the farmers organized the Jetfer- 
son County Stock Breeders’ association, and Mr. Forman was honored with the presidency. 
The object of the association was to encourage the raising and improving of all kinds of 
stock. 

In 1874 or 1875 there were in this county seven subordinate granges, from which was 
organized a county grange. Mr. Forman was a member of one of the subordinate granges 
and of the county grange, acting as secretary of one and treasurer of the other. This 
organization has gone down in Mississippi, and there is now but one grange (the Phenix) 
in this county. 

In 1S78 Mr. Forman was made one of the trustees of the Fayette female academy, and 
served in that capacity several years, having several children ot his own to educate, and 
feeling much interest on the subject of education. 

In 1884 he was appointed by Gov. Lowry a commissioner of the state of Mississippi to the 
World’s Industrial and Cotton Centennial exposition at New Orleans, beginning on the first 
Monday in December. In 1887 he was appointed by the Governor a delegate to the inter- 
state convention of farmers, held in Atlanta, Ga., on the 16tb of August. In 1888 the farm- 
ers of this county organized the Jefferson County Horticultural association, and he was hou- 
ored with the presidency. This association was intended to encourage the raising of all kinds 
of fruit and vegetables for shipment to Northern and Western markets. During the political 
excitement in Mississippi, along in the seventies, for a number of years he was a member of 
the county democratic exeentive committee, and for several years chairman of the committee 
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until he asked to be relieved. He also served several years on the congressional executive 
committee. Away back in the sixties there was a local emigration association, and he was 
elected a member of the board of directors and served several years. In 1862 he was 
appointed a commissioner to ascertain the names of all volunteers from this county who had 
been mustered into the service of the state or of the Confederate states for at least six months 
with the names of the companies to which they belonged. Also the names of all volunteers 
who had enlisted as recruits or attached themselves to companies formed without the limits _ 
of their county or state. In 1864 he was appointed a commissioner to ascertain the names 
of all soldiers who had been mustered in the service of the Confederate states or of the 
state of Mississippi from Jefferson county, and also the number of persons dependent upon 
each of said soldiers who needed assistance, whether such dependent persons were the wives 
or children, or near relatives of said soldiers who had been heretofore assisted or supported 
by them, and report the same, together with the names of any disabled or indigent soldiers. 
Since 1870 be has attended as a delegate numerous democratic nominating conventions, both 
county and state.. Mr. Forman has been prominent in the political field for many years and 
is now a member of the county board of supervisors. He has for many years held the posi- 
tion of trustee in the Presbyterian church, of which church some of his children are also 
members. He is at present residing on a fine and well-improved plantation, his residence 
being two and a half miles west of Fayette, and here he dispenses hospitality with a lberal 
hand, being noted for his courtly and polished manners. Socially he is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias and the Knights of Honor. January 18, 1888, he was united in matri- 
mony to Miss Lydia Dockery, the handsome and accomplished daughter of Gen. Thomas P. 
Dockery, of New York. George D. Forman, son of the above mentioned subject, was born 
at Rodney, Miss., December 29, 1861, and in the year 1879 was graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Mississippi at Oxford. He soon after returned to Rodney and becanie a bookkeeper 
for William J. Martin, which position he filled in a very faithful and conscientious manner 
for several years. In October, 18S4, he entered general mercantile business at Fayette, and 
by his faithful attention to every detail of the work and his methodical business habits, he 
is doing a paying business. He deals extensively in cotton and planters’ supplies, and 
although he was alone in business until March, 1890, he has since been associated with Capt. 
H. M. Peden. Mr. Forman has a bright future before him. Soon after entering business 
at Fayette he was married, December 4, 1584, to Miss Effie Torrey, a daughter of Hon. 
George Torrey, of this county. Mrs. Forman was born in July, 1861, and was given the 
advantages of the Fayette female academy, and left that institution a bright and accomplished - 
young lady. She is a professor of Christianity, and is an earnest and cousistent member of 
the Presbyterian church. Her union with Mr. Forman has resulted in the birth of four 
children: Richard T., Maggie M., George D. and Effie. The entire family occupy a most 
enviable position in the social circles of the county, for they have ever been fond of society, 
and in their pleasant and attractive homes, where an air of refinement and good taste per- 
vades, the generous and true hearted, yet unostentatious, hospitality displayed is the delight 
of the many friends who gather beneath their roof tree. 

The Foster family. In the seventeenth century three brothers named Foster were 
banished from England for supporting Cromwell, and they came to America. One settled 
in New Hampshire, another in Virginia, and the third in South Carolina. From the last- 
named branch sprang James Foster, who was probably born in that state, and who was 
probably the eldest of his father’s family. During the Revolutionary war he and several 
of his brothers came to Adams county, Miss., where James soon after purchased a large 
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tract of land from the Spanish authorities, a part of which has since been known as Foster 
Mound plantation, and which has ever since been in the possession of the Foster family. 
On this plantation, seven miles northeast of Natchez, there is an Indian mound, and on the 
top of this mound, soon after his removal here, Mr. Foster erected a double log house of 
round logs for a tobacco house, but this was soon afterward occupied as a dwelling, and has 
been so used ever since. It has been very much improved and enlarged, and is now stuc. 
coed inside and out, and at the present time is occupied by bis grandson, Erastus Bridgers 
Foster. Prior to the war this was one of the most attractive places in Adams county. 
Here Mr. Foster died on November 14, 1835, and as he was born on August 2, 1752, he 
was over eighty-three years of age. He was married twice, his first wife being Charlotte 
Foster, and his second Elizabeth Smith. The latter was born in 1762, and died October 
13, 1837. Mr. Foster was an extensive and successful planter, was a Revolutionary soldier, 
fought at Fort Moultrie, and retained his gun, which was given, by his grandson, E. B. 
Foster, to the Confederate government during the late war. Among the children born to 
James Foster, while a resident of Foster Mound, was William J. Foster, whose birth occurred 
-in 1798. There he was reared and educated, and succeeded his father in the planting 
industry. He was married in 1825 to Miss Mary Maury, who was born in Canada in 1811, 
and who came with ber uncle, James Carson, to Natchez in 1821. 

After the war Mr. Foster removed to near Baton Rouge, La., to improve some wild land 
which he owned there. There his death occurred in 1870, and his wife followed hin to the 
grave in November, 1883, her death occurring on Foster Mound, Adams county. Her 
father was an officer in the British army and was stationed in Canada, where he died when 
she was a little girl. Her mother died in Adams county, Miss. To Mr and Mrs. William 
Foster were born seven children: Ezilda Rosezille, died near Baton Rouge; James A. J., 
served for a short time in the Confederate army, and died in Louisiana in 1879; Mary E., 
the widow of Rey. William Brown, who was a Methodist minister and who died of yellow 
fever in New Orleans ; Virginia, died while young; Francis A., deceased; William P. S., 
deceased, and Erastus Bridgers. The last named is tke owner of the old Forest Mound 
plantation, and he was born in JS42 in the same room that his father was. He was educated 
in the common schools, and supplemented this by a course in Jefferson college. In 1561 he 
joined the sixty-day troops and served at Bowling Green, Ky. In June, 1862, he joined 
Darden’s battery of Jefferson’s artillery, and operated in the army of Tennessee, all 
through the Georgia and Atlanta campaigns, and back with Hood to Frankhn and Nash- 
ville, thence south, and surrendered at Natchez at the close of the war. In 1865 he married 
Miss Josephine B. Rogillio, a native of Yazoo county, Miss., and a cousin of her husband. 
She is the daughter of Sidney and Eliza Rogillio, the father born in East Feliciana parish, 
La., and died in Yazoo county, Miss., and the mother born in the Foster Mound house and 
died in Claiborne county, Miss. The father was a planter. To Mr. and Mrs. Foster have 
been born two children: William J. and Minnie, both of whom were born in the same room 
as their father and grandfather. Mr. Foster is the owner of six hundred acres of land and 
is a thrifty and progressive planter. Mrs. Foster is a member of the Methodist church. 
Mr. Foster has in his possession numerous papers and documents formerly belonging to his 
grandfather. Among them is the original deed for the old Foster Mound place, which bears 
the date of 1783, and is signed by Don Stephen Minor.* He also has a bill of sale bearing 
date of 1790, for a negro named Cesar, with which there is connected a peculiar incident, as 
follows: A Dr. Cox, while cruising on the coast of Africa, was captured by a negro chief, and 











*This may be Miro instead of Minor. — 
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while in captivity the Doctor taught his captor to read and write, after which he was liberated 
and returned to his family, afterward living in Adams county. Some time afterward the 
negro chief was captured, brought to Natchez, and sold toJames Foster. The negro one day 
met Dr. Cox and at once recognized him, gave him a cordial embrace. The Doctor was sur- 
prised, and even alarmed, until the negro made himself known. So great was the feeling 
that the Doctor took steps for the negro’s emancipation and Mr. Foster was paid $350. for 
him. 

Foster & Foster, attorneys, Hernando, Miss. H. R. C. and A. A. Foster were born 
February 19, 1861, and March 22, 1869, respectively. They are the third and seventh of a 
family of nine children born to John U. and Harriet Wayne (Fleming) Foster. The mother 
was born in Alabama, and the father came from Georgia to Mississippi in 1859; he located 
in De Soto county, where be engaged in planting; he was a lawyer by profession, but the 
breaking out of the Civil war soon after he came to De Soto county determined a different 
course for him. In 186! he raised a company for the Confederacy, and entered the ranks of 
the Horn lake volunteers as captain; at the end of one year he resigned his commission to 
become the captain of a company of scouts; he retained this position to the close of the war. 
He was once taken prisoner, but on account of his high rank as a Mason he was released. 
When volunteers were called to storm Santa Rosa his company was one of the first to offer 
its service. He was a brave soldier, and was possessed of unusual powers of commanding. 
While he was not a close student he was a fine scholar, and a man of superior intelligence 
and discernment. He was well versed in military tactics. After the war he lived on his 
plantation in De Soto county until bis death which occurred in 1577. The paternal grand- 
parents of the subjects of this notice were William and A. E. (Brown) Foster. The 
grandfather of the paternal ancestry was a colonel in the Creek war; be was a planter and 
lived a quiet life. The great grandfather on the mother’s side, J. U. Brown, was also a 
soldier in the Creek and Mexican wars, serving as amajor. The great-great-grandfather, 
William Foster, lived to be one hundred and ten years of age. His father, William Foster, 
with three brothers, Harrison, Henry and Thomas, came from Middlesex county, England, 
about the year 1650, and settled in Massachusetts; thence they removed to Fairfax county, 
Va., and from them the family is sprung. They were Puritans in their religious faith. The 
maternal grandparents were William H. and Harriet C. (Spencer) Fleming, natives of South 

Jarolina. The grandfather Fleming was a physician anda planter. He retired from active 
business life at the age of forty-live years, and died in 1561, his wife and four children sur- 
viving him. The great-grandmother on the mother’s side was a niece of Gen. Anthony 
Wayne. The Fleming family in America is descended from William Fleming and Bishop 
Ross, of the Episcopal church, both of whom emivrated to America about the year 1660 from 
Scotland. The foster brothers are of the sixth generation from these two ancestors. They 
have been reared in De Soto county, Miss. H. R. C. Foster received his literary education 
at home under the direction of his gifted mother, a woman of great culture and refinement. 
She was educated in Mobile, Ala., and Philadelphia; she has always been a reader, and is 
one of the best posted women of the county. The eldest son of the family, of the firm of 
Foster & Foster, read law for two years under the direction of Judges Powell and Buchanan, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1SS6. He has been very successful in his professional work, 
and gives promise of occupying a place in the foremost lines of the lawyers of the state. 
A. A. Foster attended the schools of De Soto county and finished his course at Lebanon, Ohio. 
He then read law in his brother's office for two years, and at the end of that time was 
admitted to the bar in 1890. He is young in the work, but possesses all the traits that promise 
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suecess. H. R. C. Foster is a member of the Baptist church, while the mother belongs to 
the Presbyterian church. He is alsoa member of the Knights of Honor. Mrs. Foster owns 
six hundred and forty acres of land, four hundred acres being under cultivation; she has a 
pleasant residence in Hernando, Miss. She is a woman of the typical Scotch character, and 
has reared her children to paths of rectitude and honor. Her brother, A. Wayne Ileming, 
was a very brilliant young physician, being graduated with the highest honors at Oglethorpe, 
Ga., and later from the University of Pennsylvania. He distinguished himself during the war 
for his great daring and courage. He entered as second lieutenant, and was promoted to 
a captainey, at one time commanding five hundred sharpshooters. 

Robert E. Foster, planter, Hays’ Landing, Miss. Mr. Foster’s father, Milton H. Foster, 
was a successful druggist in his younger days, but later engaged in planting, and now resides 
on the farm that he has owned for forty years. He was a native of Tennessee, and moved 
with his parents to Mississippi at a very early day, the Foster family being considered among 
the most prominent during ante-bellum days. His uncle, Dr. Grant, was marshal of Mis- 
sissippi during that time, and Mr. Foster served as deputy under him.” This was before 
General Jackson was noted in the state. Milton Foster was married to Miss Eliza H. Green- 
lee, a native of Mississippi, and they reared a family of four children, who are named in 
order of their births, as follows: Sarah (wife of C. H. Pearce), Robert E., Milton D. and 
Maryetta (wife of W. G. Herrington, of Claiborne county). Mr. Foster served three or 
four years in the late unpleasantness between the North and South, and during that time 
held various offices in his company, filling them with honor to himself and to the satisfaction 
of his comrades. After cessation of hostilities he returned home and again turned his atten- 
tion to planting. He and Mrs. Foster are worthy members of the Methodist church. 
Robert E. Foster was born in Copiah county, Miss., in 1851, and after receiving his early 
education in the common schools attended Summerville institute (near the Tennessee line) 
for some time. After finishing his education he returned home, bought a farm of four hun- 
dred acres, with one hundred and forty under cultivation, in Issaquena county, and in 1882 
settled upon this. He has added to the original tract two hundred and forty acres, and now 
has about three hundred and fifty acres well cultivated. He raises annually two hundred 
and twenty bales of cotton and plenty of corn, and he also raises an excellent grade of stock. 
He has a fine young peach orchard, the fruit being large and of an excellent flavor, and his 
farm in the way of improvements is the admiration of all beholders. He has good houses and 
outbuildings for his tenants, and this year he has added about eight or ten new tenant and 
box houses to his farm. He has lately put under cultivation abont one hundred acres of new 
land, and this makes his property still more desirable. He is the only man in the county 
who raised any oats of importance this year, and his crop yielded forty bushels to the acre. 
He stands among the best men of his state as a successful planter, and, although he is now 
only in the prime of life, he has made a financial success, so far, in his chosen occupation. 
Mr. Foster served as a member of the board of supervisors for six years, and is a member of 
the same at the present time as president. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias, 
Hays’ Landing lodge No. 16, has filled various offices in the same, and is also a member of 
the American legion of Honor and isa prelate of this order. Mr. Foster was married in 
January, 1877, to Miss Naunie E. Heath, daughter of John Heath (see sketch), and the 
fruits of this union have been three children. Annie E., Robert H. and Mary L. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Foster are members of the Baptist church. 

Carrol] county boasts uo citizen more worthy of mention in-this connection than G. 
Summerfield Fox, of Carrollton, and the following space will be devoted to a brief account 
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of his career. He was born in the state of Alabuma, May 22, 1830, and is a son of John 
Fox, a native of Virginia. His father married, in Halifax county, N. C., Miss Elizabeth 
Mason Campbell, a native of North Carolina and a member of an old family of that state. 
Mr. Fox removed from Virginia to Alabama at an early day, and settled in Limestone county, 
where he engaged in farming. He died there in 1833, when our subject was a child of 
three years. The mother survived him many years, her death not occurring until January 
31, 1874. G.S. is next to the youngest of a family of eleven children, all of whom grew 
to maturity. One brother, Dr. F. A. Fox, was a graduate of law and medicine, and prac- 
ticed the latter profession in Yalobusha county and Fort Worth, Tex., for a number of years. 
He died in April, 1866. John A. Fox, the eldest, died in Yalobusha county, Miss., and 
Mary A., the youngest, died in Jefferson county, Ark., both the same day, February 5, 
1874. Up to his sixteenth year Mr. Fox lived in Alabama; he then came to Mississippi 
with his mother and settled in Yalobusha county on a farm; there he remained until 1854, 
taking charge of the plantation and the other business of the family. In 1857 he came to 
Carroll county and made a permanent location on the plantation where he now lives. His 
dwellinghouse is said to be the first hewn-log house that was built in Carroll county. The 
plantation is situated about one mile from Carrollton, and consists of seven hundred acres, 
in a high state of cultivation. Mr. Fox is one of the most successful planters of the county. 
Before the war he had acquired a fine estate, but it was all swept away, excepting the bare 
land. He has, in the last quarter of a century, somewhat retrieved his shattered fortunes, 
but the efforts devoted to regaining what was so needlessly destroyed might much better 
have been applied to the acquisition of new fortunes. Mr. Fox was married in Carroll 
county, Miss., December 18, 1851, to Martha J. Compton, a daughter of Richard Compton, 
and a half sister of the Hon. H. D. Money, of Washington city. She died in August, 1858, 
leaving two sons, John S. and Richard C. Both are grown and married, and in business; 
the latter is one of the largest and most successful merchants of Montgomery county. Mr. 
Fox was married a second time, July 16, 1857, to Miss Ellen D. Butt, a daughter of Dr. 
John W. Butt, of Carroll county. Mrs, Fox is a Mississippian by birth and education. She 
is the mother of six sons: Falls N., who died at the age of seventeen years; Albert Sidney 
J., who grew to manhood and died at the age of twenty-two; Lee, a planter and merchant; 
Thomas Stonewall Jackson, a merchant of Carrollton; Ed. Walthall Fox, a successful 
planter of Carroll county; and Fails, a lad of fifteen years. Mr. Fox has always been a 
strong advocate and supporter of democratic principles. | He has held several local offices of 
trust and honor; he served as a member of the county board of supervisors, and was chosen 
president of that honorable body for two terms. He is a prominent member of the Masonic 
order; he has been master of the Blue lodge for tive terms, and has been high priest of his 
chapter. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and has been steward of that 
society. While he is upward of sixty years of age, he is active and strong, and few days 
pass without his driving or walking from his plantation to town. He is a man highly 
respected by all for his deep integrity of character, and as a loyal, patriotic citizen he is 
without a superior in the whole county. 

The great-grandfather of Dr. Jackson A. Fox, merchant and physician, Louisville, 
Miss., Henry Fox, was a native of Germany, and when a young man came to America, 
locating in South Carolina. After residing there for some time he moved to western Ten- 
nessee, and there passed the remainder of his days. His wife was an English lady. Their 
son, William fox (grandfather of subject), was a native of South Carolina, where he was 
reared and married, but later moved to Greene county, Ala. In 1835 he came to Wins- 
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ton county, Miss., settled in the woods three miles southwest of Louisville, and there 
improved a good farm. He was one of the first settlers of the county and was a very suc- 
cessful farmer. He was industrious and influential, and one of the best men in the county. 
He died in March, 1867, at the age of eighty-three. He was an active worker in the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church. One of his two sons that lived to be grown, Rev. N. J. 
Fox, was a prominent Cumberland Presbyterian minister and was educated in Cumberland 
University, Lebanou, Tenn. He ministered to the spiritual wants of the fellowman for 
many years and died at his home in Louisville, July 14, 1891, age, seventy-six years. 
The other son, William H. (father of subject), was born in Greene county, Ala., in 1820, 
and received a liberal education. He moved with his parents to Winston county, Miss., and 
there met and married Miss Nancy Dumas, a native of Winston county, Ala., born in 1822. 
In 1860 he and wife removed to Attala county, Miss., resided’there seven years, and then lo- 
cated in Winston county, where Mr. Fox died on the 2d of February, 1891. Mrs. Fox is still 
living Both were membersof the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and he was an elder in 
the same for thirty-five years. He was asuccessful farmer fon many years. He was amember 
of the police board of Attala county, and bad been a member of both the Masonic and Odd 
Fellow orders. He was industrious and generous to a marked degree, was forward in all 
charitable enterprises and was active in all church matters. To his marriage were born five 
children—two sons and three daughters—who are named in the order of their births as fol- 
lows: Mary E., wife of J. M. Edwards, of Union city, Tenn.; Georgiana, died in 1867; Dr. 
Jackson A., William M., and Caroline R., wife of Hon. R. C. Jones, who is an attorney at 
Louisville, and the son of Dr. Gilford Jones, a celebrated divine of Tennessee. Dr. Jackson 
A. Fox was born in Louisville, Winston county, Miss., in 1849, and received his education 
in that city and vicinity. He then commenced reading medicine, and in 1876 graduated 
from Louisville medical college in a class of about eighty. After this he practiced for one 
year in Neshoba county, then in Webster county, and for twelve years has been at Louis- 
ville, near his old home. In January, 1880, he engaged in a general merchandising and has 
retired from active practice. He is one of the best merchants of the county and is doing an 
annual business of about $50,000. In 1890-91 he handled about one thousand bales of cvtton. 
He started in life without any means, has educated himself, and is now one of the county’s 
substantial citizens. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., Louisville lodge No. 75, and 
chapter No. 36. He was married in May, 1878, to Miss Mattie Wragg, a native of Louis- 
ville, Miss., and the daughter of David and Nancy Wragg. Her parents were married in 
Noxubee county, Miss., but many years ago came to Winston county, where Mr. Wragg 
died, on the Ist of January, 1865. His wife is still living. Mr. Wragg was a successful 
merchant and a prominent citizen. Dr. Fox’s marriage resulted in the birth of two children. 
He and Mrs. Fox are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian chureh. The Doctor is pro- 
gressive and takes an active interest in all public matters of a laudable nature. He is not a 
politician, but works for his party, and was a delegate tothe state convention that nominated 
Governor Lowry. He is a gentleman of experience, judgment and energy, is very popular, 
and excels as a business man. : 

Dr. Thomas J. Fox, druggist and physician, Slate Springs, Miss. The father of Dr. 
Fox, Thomas Fox, was a native of South Carolina, born in 1795, and when a young man 
moved with his parents to Tennessee, where he was married to Mrs. Elizabeth Brent. She 
was born in 1790 and was of Irish descent, her mother having been born in the Emerald 
isle. She was a number of years her husband’s senior. Their marriage resulted in 


the birth of eight children, who are named, in the order of their birth, as follows: Unity 
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(deceased), John (farmer at Slate Springs), Henry (at West Point), Mrs. Sarah Lay (deceased), 
Joseph (merchant, married, and resides at Slate Springs), Jesse H. (died in Texas), Dr. 
Thomas J. (subject), and David D. (deceased). After his marriage Thomas Fox moved to 
Alabama, remained there about fifteen years, and then located on a place near Slate Springs, 
in Choctaw county, Miss. He was among the first settlers, and there his death occurred at 
the age of eighty-two years. He followed agricultural pursuits all his life and was a man 
highly respected. He was elected to represent that county in the convention one term, and 
was nominated for senator, but was defeated by three votes. When Calhoun county was 
formed he served that county in the legislature two terms. He was a self-made man, and 
was very indulgent to his slaves. He was an earnest worker in the Baptist church. He 
was appointed to write the history of Zion association of Choctaw county. His father, 
Henry Fox, was a native of South Carolina and a descendant of a representative family of 
that state. Late in life the latter moved to Mississippi, settled near Slate Springs, and 
there died at the age of eighty-four years. He was a member of the Baptist church, to 
which he was a liberal contributor, and in politics was a stanch whig. His family con- 
sisted of eight children, most of whom lived to be grown, married and have families. Dr. 
Thomas J. Fox was reared at Slate Springs, where he has since resided, and in 1852 he 
started out for himself as an agriculturist. After this, in 1856, he began the study of med- 
icine under Dr. S. W. Land, and afterward attended lectures at Memphis, Tenn., gradu- 
ating in 1858. He then began practicing at Slate Springs, and later moved to Banner, of 
that county, where he remained but a short time. He then returned to Slate Springs, and 
here he has since made his home. Miss Mary S. Burns became his wife in 1859, and to 
them were born ten children: Bettie (wife of T. J. Ligon, of Webster county, Miss., who 
has had two daughters, now deceased), T. S. (farmer of Slate Springs), Fannie (wife of 
Henry Tharpe, of Eupora, Miss.), Grandville L. (graduated at the medical college at Louis- 
ville, Ky., now practices medicine at Slate Springs, and is associated with his father in the 
drug business), Louella (a teacher), Lillian (wife of Lee Mallory, of Slate Springs), Blondie 
(at home), Melvinia, alias Dot (at home), and LaMar (also at home). Dr. and Mrs. Fox 
are members of the Missionary Baptist church. In politics he is a Democrat. The Doctor 
is one of the leading druggists and physicians of Slate Springs, and is also interested in ag- 
ricultural pursuits. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity. Mrs. Fox’s parents, Judge 
Smith and Martha Ann (Embrey) Burns, were born in North Carolina and Georgia respect- 
ively, the father’s birth occurring in 1814. He was the son of Benjamin and Susan (Smith) 
Burns and received his name from his mother’s family. His parents were natives of Eng- 
land and North Carolina respectively, and when he was but achild they moved to St. Clair 
county, Ala., where they located and remained until he was about seventeen years of age. 
They then moved to the Creek Purchase, what is now known as Calhoun county, and from 
there to Talledago county, Ala., where they received their final summons, the father at the 
age of seventy and the mother a few years later. The father served in the War of 1512. 
Their family consisted of nine children, three besides the Judge now living: Benjamin F. 
(resided in Alabama, and is dead), Theodore R. (also in Alabama), and Therrell M. (who re- 
sides in Slate Springs). Those deceased are: Albert N. (died in Grenada county, Miss., in 
1891), Mrs. Melinda McCain, Mrs. Harriett Dobbins, Mrs. Adeline Vance, and Melissa. 
Judge Smith Burns remained with his parents until twenty-two years of age, had limited 
educational advantages while growing up, and what learning he has since acquired has been 
the result of his own exertions. He worked at blacksmithing with an uncle for a short time, 
after which he opened a shop in a town im Alabama and there remained until 1843. He 
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then came to Mississippi, settled near what is now Hopewell postoflice, and there remained 
until coming to Slate Springs. Since coming to this state he has been engaged in merchan- 
dising, farming, and blacksmithing. The judge was first married in Alabama to Miss Martha 
Ann Embrey, who died in I1S44 at the age of thirty years. She was the daughter of Joseph 
Embrey, a native of Georgia and a planter by occupation. ‘T'o Judge Burns and wife were 
born three children, one besides Mrs. Dr. 'T. J. Fox now living: Joseph Thomas Burns, who 
resides near Slate Springs. The Judge’s second marriage occurred in 1846 to Miss Louisa 
M. Young, a native of Williamson county, Tenn., born in 1825, and the daughter of Henry 
Young, of North Carolina. He and Mrs. Burns are members of the Baptist church, and he 
is a member of the Masonic fraternity. He is now retired from active business. He was a 
member of the board of police both before and after the war. 

Stephen M. Foxworth, deceased, was born in Marion district, S. C., in 1782, and there 
grew to man’s estate. He’ was married to Miss Elizabeth Graham, and they removed to 
Marion county, Miss., either in 1810 or 1811, and located on the plantation which is now 
occupied by S. E. Foxworth. There they passed the remainder of their lives. Mr. Fox- 
worth’s ancesters were of English extraction. By his first marriage he had three children; 
Samuel G., John, and Mary, who married Alexander Graham, both being deceased. The 
mother died in 1824, and Mr. Foxworth was married asecond time, to Mrs. Elizabeth Funches, 
a daughter of Jacob Rumph. Three children were born of this union: Stephen E., Har- 
riet P. (wife of Walter A. Lemon) and Julia A. (who married Dr. J.O Magee.) John Fox- 
worth, a son of the first marriage, was born in 1812, in Marion county, Miss., where he 
received his education. In 1851 he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Rowles, and 
they became the parents of three children: Mary E., wife of Jesse W. Fortenberry, Eugene 
E., and Charles R. John Foxworth had accumulated a handsome property before the war, 
owning at that time one Lundred and three slaves. He applied himself very closely to busi- 
ness, and became one of the wealthiest men of the county. At the close of the war he 
began dealing in live stock, his market being Mobile, Ala. Through this industry he 
retrieved his fortunes, and is now the largest resident land owner in the state. Eugene E. 
Foxworth, planter and stockraiser, was born at the old home place, about eight miles south 
of Columbia, Marion county, Miss., in 1856. There he was reared to the life of a planter, 
and received his education in the common schools. He was married in 1851 to Miss Ella, 
a daughter of Joe M. Ford, of Columbia. Of this union have been born three sons and 
three daughters. Mr. Foxworth is a man of superior business qualifications, and has made 
a marked success of all his undertakings. He is largely interested in the raising of live 
stock, and owns a part of a stock ranch in Montana. 

Franklin W. Foxworth, Columbia, Miss., a son of Samuel G. Foxworth, was born in 
1839, on the old homestead, three miles south of Columbia, Marion county, Miss., and is the 
fourth of a family of eight sons: John P.; Stephen A.; George W., who died in the war in 
1862; Franklin W., the subject of this notice; Job M.; Alexander E., and Jerome S.; one 
died in infancy. The father was born in South Carolina about the year 1808, and the 
mother, whose maiden name was Nancy 8. Pope, a daughter of John Pope, was a native of 
North Carolina, born in 1810. Franklin W. Foxworth passed an uneventful youth amid the 
scenes of his birth, and received his education at Centenary college, Jackson, La. When 
the Civil war broke out he quickly responded to the call for men, and went into the service 
for one year. In 1862 he returned to his home, and was married to Miss Missouri Atkinson, 
a daughter of James and Ruhema (See) Atkinson. Nine children have been born to them, 
six of whom are still living: Henry C., Charles, Oscar J., William, Mattic and Bessie, 
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Henry C. married Miss Celia, daughter of Benjamin B. Lewis, in 1889; he is engaged in the 
mercantile trade in Columbia, Miss., and bids fair to rise to a high rank in commercial 
circles. Mrs. Foxworth, wife of our subject, is the daughter of pioneer parents; her father 
removed from North Carolina to Marion county, Miss., where he was among the first settlers. 
He was a prominent planter in the county and was noted for his thrift and energy. He was 
extensively engaged in both mercantile and agricultural pursuits, and was a citizen honored 
and respected by all who knew him. Mr. Foxworth is a planter by occupation, and owns 
sixteen hundred acres of Jand on the Pearl river. His undertakings have been attended with 
prosperity, and good fortune has been his guardian. The family adhere to the doctrines 
of the Methodist Episcopal church South. 

Lawrence Fragiacomo, proprietor and owner of the Lawrence house, one of the finest and 
best conducted hostelries in the South, came to the United States in 1855, and after a short 
residence in New York city sailed for Havana, shortly after landing in New Orleans. One month 
later he removed to Mobile, where he remained two years, and after another two years spent 
in New Orleans he came to Jackson, in which city he landed in1859. After abrief stay here 
he went to Vicksburg, thence to New Orleans, but in 1867 once more returned to Jackson, 
which has been his permanent abode ever since. He began keeping a restaurant soon after, 
which he conducted until 1878, when he embarked in the hotel business solely. He had 
previously opened his establishment in West Jackson in June, 1877, which consisted of two 
rooms and was the germ of the present fine hotel of which he isthe proprietor. In January, 
1889, he completed his hotel, a fine three-story brick building, containing seventy-five rooms, 
all of which are handsomely and ueatly furnished for the accommodation of the numerous 
patrons of the house. Mr. Fragiacomo makes an ideal host, for he is ever solicitous of the 
comfort and welfare of his guests, and is courteous, agreeable and kind hearted. The 
excellence of the cuisine of the Lawrence honse has made it widely known, and is largely 
patronized by the traveling public, which fact speaks warmly in its favor. Mr. Fragiacomo is 
the owner of some valuable city property and has a fine small farm of twenty-five acres near 
Jackson, which is highly improved and which, under his direction, has become a remarkably 
beautiful place. He was for a long time a member of the Jackson Fire company, at first of 
Company No. 1, then Gem No. 2, and is now an honorary member of West Jackson No. 1. 
During the Civil war he became a member of company A, Tenth Mississippi regiment of the 
Mississippi rifles. and while in the western army was a participant in the battles of Shiloh, 
Chickamauga, Murfreesboro, Resaca, the engagements of the Georgia campaign, being in 
eight general battles in all and seventeen skirmishes without receiving a wound. He was 
married May 26, 1868, to Miss Ellen Blake and to their union four daughters have been 
born, Mary, Anna, Nellie and Josie. Mr. Fragiacomo and his family worship in the Catho- 
lic church. He is a practical and successful business man. 

Meshach Franklin, one of the prominent farmers of Harly Grove, Marshall county, was 
born in Surry county, N. C., and is the eldest son in a family of six children born to Hardin 
P. and Martha E. (Franklin) Franklin, who were born, reared and married in the same county 
and state. While residing in their native state the parents had born to their union four 
children: Meshach; Anna E., wife of John A. Wilson, of Boliver, Tenn.; Jesse H., also 
residing near Bolivar, Tenn, and James H., who is now residing in Santa Barbara 
county, Cal. The parents removed to Marshall county, Miss., in 1849, located on the farm 
now owned by Meshach, one mile east of Early Grove, and two children were born in this 
state: Mildred E., and Hardina P., wife of J. W. Kelsey, of Marshall county, Miss. Hardin 
P. Franklin, father of subject, studied medicine in his early days and graduated at Philadel- 
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phia, Penn. He practiced medicine a few years in North Carolina, but preferred farming, so 
he gave up the medical profession and devoted his time exclusively to his large estate, a 
section of land in Marshall county. He was one of the early settlers and most prosperous 
farmers. He was a plain, practical tiller of the soil, a good citizen and neighbor, and a man 
universally esteemed and respected. He died in 1853. After his death Mrs. Franklin con- 
tinued to operate the farm, reared her children in the best society and gave them fair educa- 
tions. Her death occurred in February, LS74, a consistent member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church South. Meshach Franklin attended the University of Mississippi at 
Oxford for three years and graduated in June, 1860. He enlisted in the Confederate army 
in May, 1861, in the University Grays of Oxford, company A, Eleventh Mississippi infantry, 
commanded by Colonel Moore, and went direct to Harper’s Ferry. His first engagement 
was the first battie of Manassas, and soon after that he was detailed as assistant commissary 
sergeant, serving in that capacity until the close of the war. In January, 1865, he obtained 
a furlough and came home. He was at Grenada, Miss., on his way back when the surrender 
came, and went from there to Memphis, where he was paroled in June, 1855. He then 
returned to his home and the following year went to Hardeman county, Tenn., where he 
taught school for a year. Returning to Marshall county again he resumed the ocenpation of 
farming, and in May, 1866, was married to Miss Julia P. Wilburn, of Fayette county, Tenn. 
Their marriage has been blessed by the birth of five children: Wilburn B., James H., Mattie 
E., Julia A. and Meshach. Mr. Franklin owns one thousand three hundred acres of land, a 
nice two-story frame residence situated one mile east of Early Grove, and abont eight hundred 
acres under cultivation, the greater portion of it operated by tenants. The principal crops 
are corn and cotton, and of the latter his farm yielded one hundred and fifty bales in 1890. 
He has a steam gin on his place, and the number of bales ginned annually are about three 
hundred. Mr. Franklin is a member of the Masonic fraternity, Knights of Honor and the 
Farmers’ Alliance. He was magistrate for four years, was a member of the board of super- 
visors for the same length of time, and is well and favorably known all over the county. 
He and Mrs. Franklin are members of the Methodist church South, and move in the. best 
circles of society. 

Robert L. Franklin was brought up to the life of a planter by his father, John A. Frank- 
lin, and, like the majority of boys, has followed in his ancestor's footsteps, and is now one 
of the leading agriculturists of Clay county. He was born in Pickens county, Ala., in 1841, 
ason of John A. and Seleta C. Franklin, the former of whom was born in North Carolina 
about 1814. When about twenty-three years of age he was married to Seleta Stell, a 
daughter of George and Elizabeth Stell, of Alabama. To Mr. Franklin and his wife eleven 
* children were born: Elmyra (Mrs. MeDougald, of Arkansas); Tempy, the widow of Mr. Car- 
penter, of Colorado; George W., of Arkansas; James R. and John W., also of that state; 
Robert L., Oliver, and Mattie (Mrs. Green), of Arkansas. John A. Franklin came with his 
family to Mississippi in 1843, and settled at Ripley, in Tippah county, but afterward moved 
to Itawamba, and finally to Noxubee county, where he died in 1859. His widow survives 
g, Ark., in her seventieth year. The father was a member of 
the Masonic fraternity, which he joined in Itawamba county, and upon his death in Noxubee 
county, was buried by that order. He was, as is his widow, a member of the Baptist church. 


him, and resides at Hambur 


Robert L. Franklin received a common-school education, and at about the age of twenty-five 
years began to make his own way in the world. In 1865 he was married to Miss Anna Gold- 
son, of Oxford county, Miss., a daughter of William D. and Permelia A. Goldson, and their 
union has resulted in the birth of ten children: Minnie A. (Mrs. Milton), Mary E., Edith C. 
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(Mrs. Jones), Willie L., John B., Charley A., Julia S. and Mattie L. being the only ones 
now living. Upon the opening of the war in 1861 he became a member of company H, 
Fifth Alabama regiment, under Jackson, and fought at the battles of Seven Pines, Yorktown, 
the seven days’ engagement at Richmond, Chancellorsville, Bull’s Run, the first and second 
Manassas, Sharpsburg, Petersburg and Fredericksburg. He was wounded at Malvern Hill, 
and lay ten days in the hospital at Richmond, and at the battle of Chancellorsville he lost 
his left arm from a rifle shot. After remaining in the hospital for some time, he was honor- 
ably discharged from the service and returned to his home, where he has since devoted his 
attention to planting, and has done well. His plantation is a fertile and admirably conducted 
one and is situated on a beautiful prairie, and he has the consciousness that it was obtained 
through his own endeavors, and not from inheritance. He is an enterprising and industrious 
planter, and has proven himself a good business manager. _ 

Capt. Alex. Fraser, farmer and stockraiser, Elliott, Miss., the youngest of seven chil- 
dren—three sons and four daughters—borna to Angus and Catherine Fraser, owes his nativity 
to Canada, his birth occurring on the 14th of April, 1832. His parents, when children, left 
their native country, Scotland, and came to Canada, where they grew-to maturity and were 
married. =There they passed the remainder of their days, the father engaged in farming. He 
and his wife were members of the Presbyterian chureb. His father died in Scotland, but the 
maternal grandparents of our subject lived in Canada.. Capt. Alex. Fraser is the only one 
of the above mentioned family now residing in Mississippi. He early became familiar with 
the duties on the farm and secured a fair education in the common schools of his native 
county. When about seventeen years of age he went to Michigan and was contractor on a 
railroad from Detroit north for about a year and a half. About 1850 he went to British 
Columbia, and was agent for the Hudson Bay Fur company for three or four years among 
the Indians of that rigid climate. After this he spent about five years in St. Charles county, 
Mo., engaged in farming, and in 1859 he came to Memphis, Tenn., where he was engaged 
in the slave trade in that state and Arkansas until 1860. From there he came to Mississippi, 
and was engaged as a timber contractor for the Mississippi Central, now the Illinois Central 
railroad, for about ten years, except three years during the war when he ran a_ blockade 
between Greenville and St. Louis, part of the time for himself and part of the time for the 
government. He was married in September 1869, to Miss Margaret Crowder, a native of 
Grenada county, and the daughter of Mr. Green and Mary Crowder, natives of Tenuessee 
and South Carolina respectively. When but children her parents came to Grenada county, 
grew to mature years and were married. The Doctor was one of the wealthiest planters of 
the county, being worth nearly $400,000 at the breaking out of the war, owning nearly all of 
Grenada. He came to Mississippi about 1833 and entered the best land in the country. 
The Indians were still there, and with their assistance he selected some very valuable tracts 
of land, owning about eleven thousand acres in all. He was one of the most enterprising, 
progressive citizens of his time. He had two brothers in this county and they owned very 
extensive tracts of land also and became well known in financial circles. The Doctor died in 
1867 and his wife in 1888. Both were members of the Baptist church and he was a prominent 
Mason. To Mr. and Mrs. Fraser were born two daughters. Since 1872 Mr. Fraser has lived 
on his present farm at Elliott station, and of the one thousand seven hundred acres that he owns 
he has one thousand two hundred under cultivation, producing about three hundred and fifty 
bales of cotton yearly. He also raises enough corn and bay to supply the place. He is a 
prominent planter and a representative citizen of the County. Although not a soldier during 
the Civil war his whole heart was enlisted in the cause of the South, and he at one time gave 
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his check for $3,000 for the benetit of the Confederate prisoners in Memphis. He is a 
member of the I. O. O. F. organization at Grenada, lodge No. 6, and has taken the highest 
degree in that body; also of the encampment. He is a charter member of Bouford lodge, 
Knights of Honor, at Duck Hill. He isa member of the Presbyterian and his wife a member 
of the Baptist church. 

John D. Frasier inherits Scotch blood of his father, John D. Frasier, who was reared 
and educated in his native land and came to the United States in 1845 and located in what 
is now Lincoln county, Miss. He opened a mercantile establishment, first at old Rock- 
haven and later at Bogue Chitto, Lincoln county, where he continued in business for a num- 
ber of years. He was married in Lawrence county to Miss Julia Brown, who was born and 
reared in Lawrence county, Miss., she being a daughter of William Brown, a pioneer planter 
of Lawrence county. Mr. Frasier died in 1857, and his wife in 1860, they having become 
the parents of two sons and three daughters that grew to mature years, John D. being the 
third child in order of birth. Up to eighteen years of age he spent his youth in Lawrence 
and Copiah counties, and after one year spent in Hinds county in 1870 he came to Jefferson 
county, locating on a large plantation in the west part of the county, where he has made his 
home for the past twenty years. All his operations have been carried on according to the 
most advanced and progressive ideas, and have resulted to his own good and to the benefit 
of those with whom he has come in contact. He has long since gained the reputation of 
being among the very foremost tillers of the soil in this portion of the county, and has been 
a leader in the use of labor-saving machinery and keeping his place in a bigh state of culti- 
vation. He raises on an average four hundred bales of cotton annually, gives much atten- 
tion to other crops also and raises a good grade of stock. Although he had very limited 
school advantages in his boyhood he naturally possessed a fine mind and has acquired a good 
business education by self application since coming to years of maturity. He is very prac- 
tical, yet exceptionally shrewd in his views, and at all times displays keen foresight and 
excellent business acumen. By the proper use of these faculties, with which nature has 
endowed him, he has acquired a comfortable fortune since settling in this county and is far 
better fitted than the average to enjoy his good fortune. He is not in the least niggardly, 
in fact is exceptionally liberal with his means and the dollars which he has earned by the 
sweat of his brow often find their way into the pockets of the poor. He has served two terms 
as a member of the board of supervisors, and as he has always taken an active interest in 
local polities he has served as a delegate to county, state and congressional conventions. 
His marriage was celebrated in Jefferson county on February 16, 1886, Miss Blanche B. 
Dent, a native of this county, becoming his wife. Although she was reared here her edu- 
cation was obtained in Ireland, where she was thoroughly fitted to shine in any society. 
She was an only daughter, but has borne her husband three children: Julia, J. Donald and 
Alma. Mrs. Frasier is a member of the Catholic church, and socially Mr. Frasier belongs 
to the K. of H. 

Thomas Freeland, who died January 5, 1855, aged sixty-nine, came to Mississippi about 
the year 1800. He is the son of Frisby Freeland, and grandson, on his mother’s side, of 
Sir Francis Rolle, who married the daughter of Sir Thomas Foote, lord mayor of London. 
Rev. Thomas Moore, in his book called *‘ Devonshire,” in which there are handsome engrav- 
ings of the Rolle seats ‘‘Stevenstone house” and ‘‘ Bicton,’’ states that ‘‘ the vast aecumu- 
lation of property enjoyed by Lord John Rolle is solely at bis disposal, there being no heirs 
bearing the name of Rolle in England.’’ At his death, his wife, Lady Rolle, through her 
personal influence at court and powerful friends in parliament and adherents among the 
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high dignitaries of the Church of England, on the plea that her nephew, Mark Trefusis, 
was descended from Bridget Rolle, and also by asserting that the heirs at lawin America of 
Lord Rolle had not answered the advertisement in the London Times of May, 1845, nor put 
forward their claims, succeeded in having Mark Trefusis assume, by royal license, the name 
of Rolle. He then took possession of the acres, millions, country seats, town house in Upper 
Grosvenor street, London, and all the rich collections of ancestral treasures, family portraits 
and jewels. But there was a limitation in the letter’s patent of Queen Victoria, granting 
Mark Trefusis the right of proprietorship, which limited the succession to his male heirs, or 
failing that, to his younger brother, Col. Waiter Trefusis, who died without leaving a son, 
December 3, 1885. At Mark Rolle’s death, he being now (1891) nearly seventy, the Free- 
lands of Mississippi and the Rolles of Maryland will be the rightful heirs of one of the 
greatest estates is England. Thomas Freeland was a wealthy planter and resided near 
Rodney, Miss. He was a man of the highest character in every sense. A member of the 
Presbyterian church, and one of the founders of Oakland college church, which he helped 
liberally to endow. In July, 1852, he was sent as a delegate to the Baltimore national con- 
vention, which nominated for the presidency Gen. Wintield Scott. He married Sarah 
Greenfield Skinner, of Maryland. The only surviving child of that marriage was Frisby 
Augustin Freeland, who married Virginia Perkins, daughter of Mary Fontaine and Jesse 
Perkins. Of this marriage two children were born: Thomas and Mary [ontaine. Mr. 
Freeland died at the age of thirty-four years, having been an honest, upright and useful 
member of society. He was educated at Oakland college, Mississippi, after which he studied 
law, but never practiced that profession, preferring to give his attention to planting. Some 
years after his death his widow married Maj. A. D. Banks of Virginia. Mrs. Banks is a 
highly accomplished woman, and in her youth was thoroughly educated in a select school, 
where she showed great proficiency as a Latin and French scholar, and also in music, becom- 
ing a brilliant performer on the piano. She and her daughter, Miss Mary Freeland, have 
traveled extensively, and their literary tastes, their fine conversational powers as well as their 
gracious manners, gathered about them and won for them the friendship aud admiration of 
eminent people in this country and abroad. Many of their winters have been spent in 
Washington, D. C., where they move in the highest social circles. They reside on a fine 
_ cotton plantation near Vicksburg, Miss. Their family mansion is a commodious and impos- 
ing structure, and an air of refinement and good taste pervades all its surroundings. In this 
ideal Southern home a generous and true-hearted hospitality is displayed that is the delight 
of the many that enter its portals. P 
Prominent among the medical profession of Carroll county, Miss., is Dr. Thomas W. 
Fullilove, Vaiden, Miss., whose history will occupy the following space. He was born in 
Carroll county, Miss., July 31, 1851, and is a son of Thomas J. Fullilove, a native of 
Oglethorpe county, Ga., born August 20, 1807. The father of Thomas J., was named 
John. His grandfather was a uative of England, and was the only member of his family 
who emigrated to the United States. Thomas J. Fullilove removed to Antanga county, 
Ala., when he was still a young man, and there married Mary Adaline Taylor, who was 
born, reared and educated in that state. After a few years he removed to Noxubee county, 
Miss., and at the end of two years, about the year 1843, he moved to Carroll county; he 
settled on a plantation on which he lived until death; he passed out of this life in October, 
1888; his wife had died in 1856. :He was a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and was a Royal Arch Mason. He was a man of great integrity of character, 
had excellent business qualifications, and no one of the community stood higher than he. 


MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 771 


He lost heavily in personal property by the war, but was enabled to retrieve his fortunes. 
His family consisted of three sons and two daughters: J. H. Fullilove is at present 
a farmer in Texas; A. B. Fullilove resides on the old home farm in Carroll county; 
Mrs. S. T. Hairston, wife of Dr. S. J. Hairston, resides in Ozark, Ark.; Mrs. M. A. 
Weems is the wife of Dr. H. Weems, of Van Buren, Ark.; Thomas W. received his 
education in the University of Mississippi, and in Emory and Henry college, Virginia, 
graduating from the latter institution in 1S71 with the first honor of his class. He then 
began his medical studies, taking his first course of lectures in the medical department of the 
University of Virginia in the session of 1878-74. In the fall of 1874 he entered Bellevue 
Hospital Medical college, New York city, and was graduated in the spring of 1875. He 
then received an appointment on the staff of Charity hospital, New York, where he practiced 
and for one year received instruction from the leading physicians of New York city. 
In 1876 be returned to Carroll county, and in July of that year he located in Vaiden and 
began the practice of his profession. He has built up a large practice and Las met with 
more than ordinary success. His honesty and integrity has won for him the respect and 
confidence of all. He takes an active interest in the proceedings of his profession, and is a 
member of the State Medical association, also the American Medical association. In addi- 
tion to his professional duties he finds time to direct a fine plantation which is located near 
Vaiden. In the spring of 1890 the Doctor spent three months in New York, taking a sup- 
plementary course of lectures. He has left nothing undone in his power to fit himself for 
the duties of his profession, and well deserves the reputation he has won. Dr. Fullilove 
was united in marriage in Memphis, March 13, 1879, to Miss Annie Rivers Knott, a daughter 
of the Rev. J. W. Knott, of the Methodist Episcopal church. She was born and reared in 
Memphis, and edueated at the State female college. She is a fine musician and highly 
accomplished in art. The Doctor and his wife have an adopted daughter, Annie Rivers, a 
bright little girl of nine years. They are both worthy members of the Methodist Episcopai 
church. Dr. Fullilove belongs to the Knights of Honor. 

James M. Futch is one of Hinds county’s (Mississippi) progressive planters, and in this 
calling, which has been his lifework, he has displayed much practical knowledge, discrimination 
and judgment. He was bornin Bull county, Ga., January 8, 1811, the sixth of eight children 
born to Thomas and Elizabeth (Cook) Futch, natives of North Carolina and Georgia respect- 
ively. In 1812 Thomas Futch came to Mississippi, locating in Marion county, during its 
very early history, which place continued to be his home until 1824, at which time he became 
a resident of Hinds county, where he passed the uneventful but useful life of a farmer until 
his death, in 1842. He was of a retiring disposition and never aspired to public honors. 
His father was a native of Germany. James M. Futch was reared to manhood in Mississippi, 
and although he received but little early edneation, he has since stored his mind with a great 
deal of useful information, and is a well-informed and intelligent man. Upon attaining his 
majority be started out to make his own way in the world without influence or capital, except 
in the way of his own stout heart, willing hands and determination to bend the force of cir- 
cumstances to his will, and as a planter, to which calling he was reared, he has been quite 
successful and is the owner of about one thousand five hundred acres of good farming land, 
of which eight hundred acres are under cultivation. The most of his life has been spent on 
his plantation three miles from Raymond, but in 1S75 he erected him a very cosy and pleas- 
ant house in towa, where he has since made his home. His quiet life has suited his taste and 
inclinations and, like his father, he has never sought for public office. He is of a retiring 
aud unpretentions disposition, but thoroughly enjoys the comforts and luxuries which his early 
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toil has enabled him to obtain. He was married in 1855 to Miss Olivia Bedwell, a native of 
Mississippi and a daughter of James W. and Mary (Nicholson) Bedwell, the former a native 
of South Carolina and the latter of Alabama. To Mr. Futch and his wife nine children have 
been born, six of whom are living at the present time: Edward D., Forrest D., Katie E., 
Anna O., Harriet L. and James L., all of whom still reside with their parents. Mr. Futch 
is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and he and his wife are worthy members of the Baptist 
church. 

Although the original members of the Futrell family in America were successful agri- 
culturists, the present generation has departed from that pursuit somewhat, and there can 
now be found lawyers, doctors, ministers aud commercial men among them. William E. 
Futrell, merchant, Byhalia, Miss., was born in Fayette county, Tenn., in 1$44, and his 
parents, Etheldred and Edna (Fitzgerald) Futrell, were natives of the Old North state. The 
elder Futrell was born in 1793, and was a planter by occupation, as was also his father, who 
was a native of England, and who probably located in the Old Dominion after reaching this 
country. William E. Futrell came with his parents to De Soto county, Miss., in 1844, when 
but an infant, and there grew to manhood and received his education. When sixteen years 
of age he enlisted in company EH, Twenty-eighth Mississippi cavalry, General Armstrong’s 
brigade, General Jackson’s division, and was in all the sieges of Vicksburg. He was also 
in Tennessee and Alabama, and was captain of his company when mustered out of service. 
At the close of the war he engaged in merchandising at Byhalia, and there he bas continued 
to reside up to the present time. He is a thoroughgoing, enterprising business man, and 
has built up a lucrative trade, doing an annual business of about $75,000. He is the only 
merchant in the town who began with its earliest history. Aside from his business here, Mr. 
Futrell is engaged in different enterprises in Memphis, etc. In 1869 he was married to Miss 
Vallora Johnson, daughter of Col. V. M. Johnson, of Benton county, Miss., who was a 
prominent citizen. Mr. Fitrell has two children by his marriage, a daughter and a son. He 
is a good business man, and by close attention to his calling and by his social, pleasing man- 
ners has accumulated considerable wealth. He is public spirited, takes a deep interest in all 
worthy movements and is liberal to a fault. The family hold membership in the Episcopal 
church. 
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PRIVATE MEMORANDA, G. 


harles Betts Galloway was born in Kosciusko, Miss., September [, 1549. He was reared 

at Canton, Miss., his father having removed thither during his early childhood. He 
united with the chureh in 1866, under the pastorate of Dr. C. G. Andrews. Soon 
afterward he felt moved by the Holy Spirit to consecrate his life to the work of the ministry. 
Accordingly, having graduated from the State university in the summer of 1568, he was a 
few weeks afterward granted license to preach. In December of the same year he joined the 
Mississippi conference, being only a little over uineteen years of age. He was married 
September 1, 1869, to Miss Hattie E. Willis, a daughter of Capt. E. B. Willis, of Viecksbury. 
In this choice of a life companion, the Bishop has been most fortunate, his wife being of the 
highest type of true Christian womanhood, whose faith, constancy and wise counsels have been 
his strength and inspiration through his eventful life. He was a brilliaut preacher from the 
start, and rose rapidly in the ministry. Within six years from the time he entered the con- 
ference as a probationer, he was stationed at Jackson, the capital of the state. He was a 
member of the general conference of 1852, and was perhaps the youngest member of that 
body. At the close of that conference he was elected editor of the New Orleans Christian 
Advocate, the place having been made vacant by the election of Dr. Linus Parker to the 
bishopric. During the same year the title of doctor of divinity was conferred upon him by 
his alma mater, the University of Mississippi. Four years later, when in the thirty-seventh 
year of his age, he was elected to the episcopacy. In this church no other man has ever been 
called to this high office at so early an age. Bishop Galloway is a typical Southerner. He 
is of uncommonly fine physique, a model of physical conformation and expression. He pos- 
sesses great dignity without ostentation. He is humble without affectation. He is a man 
with strong convictions and marked individuality, and would sooner surrender his hfe than 
his principles. He would haye made a distinguished jurist, a grand political leader, or a military 
chieftain worthy of knightly spurs, had not God wanted him for the work of the ministry. He 
reads men and things as he reads books; and his decision as to policies and methods are 
prompt and certain. The horizon of his survey is broad, and his conclusions are reached with 
a promptitude and definiteness in perfect accord with the vigor of his intellect and the enter- 
prise of his progressive manhood. The Bishop is a man of very great versatility. While 
his preaching ability is of a high order, he is not a preacher only. He can do many other 
things besides preach, and do them well. He is ajfine writer. His style is limpid, smooth, 
easy, graceful and sufliciently ornate. His four years of editorial life sufficed to show that 
he possesses the journalistic instinct in its fullness. As an editor he not only knew how to 
write, but what to write about. No*fine-spun metaphysieal theories, no dry-as-dust theoloy- 
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ical essays weighted down his columns. His themes were such as touch the hearts and homes 
of men. He knew just how and when to touch those social movements that affect the thought 
and life of the church. His editorials were widely copied, and left their impress upon the 
church. Naturally pacific in his temperament, he never initiated a controversy with sister 
churches; nevertheless, when controversy was forced upon him, his tactics proclaimed him a 
master of the art. More than one ecclesiastical bigot was made to bite the dust in bitter 
agony. He is a decided success on the rostrum. There is a generous vein of humor in his 
composition. This quality he represses in the pulpit. On the rostrum, however, he some- 
times gives it vent in such a way that if you were behind the door you might imagine that 
John B. McFerrin was again on mundane shores and at his old occupation or taking a collec- 
tion. His gifts in this respect, however, are always made subservient to the cause of truth 
and righteousness. While he has lectured on many subjects, he is perhaps nowhere stronger 
than on the temperance platform. For years he has been. recognized as a champion of the 
temperance cause. Before his connection with the New Orleans Advocate, he was for a time 
editor of the Temperance Banner. For a number of years previous to his election to the 
episcopacy he was chairman of the Mississippi State Prohibition executive committee, a 
non-partisan organization which, besides other good results, secured the enactment of the 
present local-option law, a measure by means of which about half the area of the state has 
been redeemed from the curse of the saloon. In all parts of the state his voice has been heard 
crying out in thunder tones against the iniquities of the liquor traflic. During these years of 
agitation he often received anonymous letters threatening his life. The only effect of such 
missives was to intensify his zeal and multiply his labors in the good cause. 

What has been said is sufficient to show the Bishop is a prodigious worker. More, however, 
needs to be said on this subject, and there is no better way of saying it than by quoting from 
his friend, Prof. R. S. Ricketts, of Whitworth college. As introductory to this quotation, let 
it be stated that during his editorship of the New Orleans Advocate, he was also pastor of the 
church at Brookhaven, the seat of Whitworth college. During the four years of his dual work as 
pastor and editor, an account of his weekly work and travel would read almost like a story of 
romance. It began with two sermons on Sunday, in addition to regular attendance upon 
Sunday-school in the morning, and occasional preaching at a mission appointment in the after- 
noon. Monday morning early found him at his desk in the Advocate office (one hundred and 
thirty miles away), where two laborious days were spent in getting out the paper, and Wednesday 
evening he was again in Brookhaven in time to conduct the prayer meeting. Between Wednes- 
day and Sunday time was usually found for pastoral visiting at home, and for a lecture fifty 
or a hundred miles away in aid of some enterprise of the church. The “ Prohibition Hand- 
book ”’ and the “ Life of Bishop Parker ” were written during the intervals of these manifold 
labors. Add to this the leadership of the prohibition movement in the state, and we have 
the record of a very busy life. Concerning his social qualities, the same facile pen has this 
tosay: “It might be supposed that one so continually occupied would have little time for 


‘ 


social pleasure. On the contrary, however, he is ‘given to hospitality,’ and has a pleasant 


word of greeting, even for those trying callers who have never learned the art of timely 


oD) 
departure. At his home the brethern, ministers and laymen, are cordially received and 
delightfully entertained, for the Bishop is not only a good talker, but a most inspiring listener 
as well. He looks at you when you speak to him, and while you can not sometimes escape the 
thought that he is looking through you also, yet persons generally go away from an inter 
view with a sense of having said, as well as heard, a gratifying number of good things. And 
what enhances his charm as a listener is the feeling that the interest he manifests is in no 




















in pon roe * EAN ea) 0 dowe menerty ae 


‘ . bye 
Tar) ot 6 ul \W Mee erat eG 
my 7 5 wishes 
‘ vTtdyl wars ; » ere re ii Sih read ie 
| 7’ 
‘ ’ . i i ue ee 
i vA { y } fom 
tr 
} ' } ba ) i le 
NGS AB p10 minsie atiiat eroonre 
if fiieor amy At 4 iy ij) Pe SSRI IY R “ul FSahaye af? ade 


f. hy J 


sire udv wAbwaid) bated! eae poy 3) Meh cow wales gel just it cory 
ut aowaquaso ile Bil te bumevtiotle saehey is wo HiBLS Saw athar % detuge 
ldeivastdie ofinis PYRE, «9 - rrayronl , pent eed «ti ¥ oi % “a 

it See Loil adotdiue oa 1a besateol ant od ait ceed nang. 
eS 4) iy averiael Of) 0 ee 


4 
ee a Ni occa ee 
‘t 
a. died Qgtet i hepgiaeree 0 4 Ie ee io AoW a aq 
if ebizie! leith aviieimeeao yaeidind a 
fot) Und, dace Ww iD.affaeta yc ommend 8 ooh pega davel tase 
r ae ne A 5 oh it wit: dy we pene nsend, 
i odb dante ci pedeten dd i thio gat 19 
5 } bien Vet ft P 
} a Wivenett od 
wy f by ie 
i I iF aut 
i ' ) ty 
; j pheley at 
a, cer oaeebib 
j t ‘ Can . yew ape o 
ne irs pattteruoae oat aad ane ge 
‘ (ROE 
LTD, fea yi 
4xs" n ty { . 
5 2 ed f Dg aw 


oh ais Las and ben "gh 
‘Wie aatiieg. jorbood 4 

lo S765 "odd baa “she 

Hitt 4nd wee 

| yen ytoe a tot 


} ? ,! 
) i I r* oy ig 
{ f J J “iil a 
ay } ¢ hi i hy she 
S . { ‘ j $ 4 witout 
it yl Li lrpsreiect) saeyd lyol ei oil 
lanl} a : Fane SHH 1 te ORIe & di 


tod? yaiioat odd 2? needell a mw apvedle uid enue 


MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 


~ 
J 
cr 


degree affected, but real. Like all born leaders of men, he charges himself with whatever is 
potential in the thought or experience of those he meets, and is thus better prepared to exert 
that magnetic power which attracts attention and commands a following. He is what the 
pine woods people call ‘a friendly man.’ He remembers names and faces. He enjoys a 
laugh, and laughs all over; he likes a good story (it must be clean and without malice), and 
tells one with relish even if it be at his own expense. To this genial disposition he owes in 
some measure his large acquaintance with public men, an acquaintance which he uses to good 
effect in the interest of moral reform. The Bishop has a distinctive home life, and has 
impressed himself more upon his family than many who have not undertaken half so much 
in the interest of the public. He is one of his family, not unmindful of domestic concerns, 
and keenly alive to the plans and pleasures even of the little ones; enters heartily into the 
ambitions and success of school life, and enjoys the last new song, in which, if of the spirit- 
ual kind, and not over difficult of execution, he joins with a great voice.” Episcopal robes 
have not in the least diminished his appetite for multifarious work. He is almost constantly 
on the wing. Besides his routine duties of presiding in district and annual conferences, he 
is now here, now there; first in this state, then in that; lecturing on missions, church exten- 
sion, education, and similar themes. On the question of education he is enthusiastic for a for- 
ward movement on the part of the church. In this interest he not only delivers able and 
telling addresses, he also engages in what is usually thought to be the more arduous work of 
raising money. To him, however, there is no arduousness in it. If he had to choose between 
taking a collection and sitting down to a luxurious dinner, he would doubtless make sure of 
the collection and risk his chances for dinner. It is not strange, therefore, that he is preémi- 
nently successful as a money-getter. If there is any man who can get “the last nickel” out 
of an audience, he is the man. This talent, superadded to his oratorical gifts, makes him 
immensely serviceable in the work of building and endowing colleges. Some of his most 
fruitful work has been in this field. It would take much space and a great deal of time 
to tell of his long-econtinued and successful labors in behalf of Millsap’s college and Gallo- 
way college, to say nothing of various other institutions. As a bishop he has now been 
before the church long enough to vindicate the wisdom of his election. In the pulpit, in the 
conference room, and in the cabinet, he measures up to the highstandard which the church 
has set for her chief shepherds. Should Providence favor him with long life, he will grow in 
favor with the church with each revolving year. 

Dr. William G. Gamble is a planter of Saltillo, Lee county, and resides on his planta- 
tion, four and one-half miles west of Saltillo. He is a native of Wilcox county. Ala., born in 
1834, and is a son of Samuel 8. and Martha (Gaston) Gamble, of Fairfield district, 8. C., and 
Chester district, S. C., respectively. The parents were reared and educated in their native 
state, but were married in Wileox county, Ala. Samuel S. Gamble was a son of James 
Gamble, a native of Pennsylvania; and he died in Alabama in IS40, at the age of sixty years. 
He was a successful farmer, and politically was allied to the democratic party. Martha 
Gaston was a daughter of Hugh Gaston of South Carolina, a saddler by trade. He died in 
1837, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. Dr. Gamble is the fifth of a family of six children: 
Martha, Sarah, wife of Dr. J. M. Boyd, Mary, wife of Dr. G. L. Hutchinson, James, William 
G., and Ann; all are deceased excepting Mary and our subject. The Doctor was reared 
amidst the scenes of his birth, and received a good literary education, which laid the foun- 
dation of the professional training he afterward received. He was graduated from the col- 
lege at Tuscaloosa, Ala., in 1855, and the following year began the study of medicine under 
the preceptorship of Dr. A. C. Mathison, of Camden, Ala. He afterward entered the Un- 
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versity of Louisiana and was graduated from the medical departinent. This event occurred 
in 1859, and he began practicing at once. He served during the war as assistant surgeon in 
different hospitals of the western army. He had first enlisted as a private in the Forty-second 
Alabama regiment, company C. When the war was over he returned to his home, and prac- 
ticed his profession there until 1869. His health failing at that time he abandoned his 
practice, and in 1871 he came to Mississippi, purchased land, and has since made it his home. 
Dr. Gamble was united in marriage to Miss EB. I. Agnew, a daughter of Wilson and FE. D. 
Agnew, natives of South Carolina. She was also a South Carolinian by birth, but was reared 
in Tennessee until her twelfth year. Her parents then removed to Mississippi. She was 
born in 1849, and died in 1885. Seven children had been born to the Doctor and his wife: 
Mary, Gertrude (deceased), Hugh, Samuel (deceased), Wilson (deceased), Lois and Paul. Dr. 
Gamble takes an especial interest in the education of his children, and is fitting them for any 
duties that are likely to befall them. Politically he is not an enthusiast, but discharges his 
duties as a citizen by exercising his rights of suffrage faithfully and conscientiously. He is 
a loyal citizen, devoted to home industries, and the advancement and growth of home enter- 
prises. 

Among the household words of Mississippi homes, none are perhaps more prominently 
identified than the name of Dr. J. B. Gambrel. He is of French extraction. His great- 
grandfather, John Gambrel, was a patriot, under Marion, the hero of the Pedee. His early 
ancestors were of an agricultural turn, and were fairly successful as farmers. It was a family 
possessed of strong characteristics. Abhorring the holding of office, they possessed almost. a 
passion for the military. His grandfather was Daniel Gambrel, and his father Joel Bruton 
Gambrel, who was born in South Carolina in 1809, and married to Miss Elvira Williams, of 
South Carolina, who was some five years his junior. In 1542 he immigrated to Tippah 
county, Miss. (now Union), where he died in 1875. Mrs. Gambrel yet survives. Dr. 
Gambrel, the fourth son of Joel Bruton Gambrel, was born in Anderson county, S.C., in 1841. 
His early life was passed upon tke farm, and the old fieldschools were attended as chance 
afforded. In 1860 and 1861 he attended the Cherry Creek academy, Pontotoe county, Miss. 
The war coming on, he enlisted in company I, second Mississippi regiment, Colonel Falkner 
commanding at first, later Col. John M. Stone; the former, lately a writer of some reputation, 
the latter, governor of Mississippi. Being assigned to duty in Virginia, he took part in the 
first. battle of Manassas, saw service in the Maryland campaign, and was in the seven days’ 
battle about Richmond. In 1862 he was put in command of scouts, and in this capacity was 
connected with various armies. With the military daring of his ancestors, he went out, on 
one occasion, with his little scouting party of four, and in ninety days captured sixty-three 
prisoners. While engaged as a scout he became acquainted with Miss Mary 'T. Corbell, of 
Nansemond county, Va., whom he married within the Federal lines on January 13, 1864. 
Turning from the altar to the field, he particularly distinguished himself at the battle of 
Falling Water. After the main body of the troops had erossed on the pontoon bridge, it was 
discovered that a brigade of North Carolina troops had been left behind. He immediately 
returned and rescued six hundred of them, but himself was foreed to swim for his life. For 
this daring act he was promoted to a first ieutenaney, and granted authority to raise a com- 
pany and become its captain. This was the special recognition of President Davis. The 
company which he raised saw service in western Tennessee and northern Mississippi, under 
special instruction from President Davis to keep the Federals whipped in—-whipped back to 
their lines. Among the members of this company who have since become famous, was Private 
John Allen, for years, and now, the representative of the first congressional district of Missis- 
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sippi. It is also worthy of mention that Dr. Gambrel and his men drove in the pickets 
and opened the battle of Malvern Hill. He also was on the field of Gettysburg on the 
memorable first day of July. Among his most daring feats may be mentioned his escape 
from capture at Memphis, when, with twenty-nine men, he cut his way through a force of 
three hundred Federals, after a loss of two horses, and himself wounded. After the war he 
entered the Baptist ministry. About 1867 and 1S68 he taught school at Wallerville, Union 
county, Miss., where he also served the church as pastor. In 1869 he accepted the pastorate 
of the church at West Point, which he retained for two years, and then became pastor at 
Oxford, where he remained for five years. During this time he became a student in the 
university for special work. Under his ministry, from a membership of a dozen, his church 
increased to one hundred members. In 1876 he assumed charge of the church at Clinton, 
and became editor of the Baptist Record, the new paper established by the state convention. 
He continued in the capacity of editor for nine years, and, on being elected secretary of the 
mission board, he removed to Jackson. During the next two years he organized the present 
system of benevolent agencies in the church of the state. In 1SS9 he engaged to raise 
$50,000 for the endowment of Mississippi college, at Clinton, which task it was thought 
would require five years. In two and one-third years it was accomplished. Dr. Gambrel 
is an active worker for prohibition. He is chairman of the State Executive Prohibition 
committee, and is connected with the national prohibition movement. He also holds the 
important position of president of the Law and Order League of the city of Meridian. He 
takes an active interest in favor of moral reform in politics. In 1890 he delivered an address 
to the American Baptist Educational society, the only one printed m full. As fraternal mes- 
senger to a meeting in Cincinnati, he delivered an address which was most widely copied. 
Dr. Gambrel, as a speaker, is fluent and easy, but not demonstrative. There is a vein of 
humor about his remarks, at once pleasing and expressive. As a writer, he is strong and 
vigorous, rarely assuming a position tbat is not impregnable. In person he is tali and erect, 
graceful and commanding. He is individual in the highest degree, and, taken all in all, is 
one of the strongest characters in the personnel of the state. It will be remembered that he 
is the father of the martyred Roderick Dhu Gambrel, who, young as he was, has left a lasting 
name in the annals of the great, the noble, and the good. The Doctor is the possessor of 
eight other interesting children, some of whom even now are not unknown to the world of 
letters. 

W. Perkins Gardner belongs to an old and prominent family that originally came from 
Georgia and settled in Amite county, Miss., about the year 1817, this. family being headed 
by Hon. William Gardner. He was a man well titted for pioneer life, for he was courageous, 
did not dread privations, was industrious and enterprising. He opened a large plantation 
here, soon became known as a rising man and in time became wealthy, his property being the 
result of his untiring endeavors. He at all times gave much attention to political matters, 
and besides representing Amite county in the state legislature, where he had an excellent 
opportunity of advancing his sound and practical views, he filled numerous other offices of 
trust and honor in the county. His son, Sylvester Gardner, was born in Georgia in Febru- 
ary, 1813, and when a child of four years was brought by his parents to this state and 
county, where, notwithstanding the primitive condition of the country and the searcity of 
schools, he succeeded in obtaining a practical education eminently sufficient to fit him for the 
practical duties of life. After reaching manhood he taught school in Arkansas and Louisi- 
ana for some time, but in this county was married to Miss Amelia B. Johnson, daughter of 
William Perkins Johnson, who came to this state from South Carolina in 1818. Mrs. Gard- 
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ner was born in the Palmetto state, but was reared inthis county. After his marriage 
Mr. Gardner located on the plantation on which the subject of this sketch is now residing, 
and, although he commenced life a poor man, became by industry and superior management 
well to do in worldly goods. He was a shrewd and successful financier, inherited many of 
his father’s sound and practical views and in time received his reward in the shape of a more 
than ordinary degree of prosperity. He was a prominent member of the New Providence 
Baptist church and was one of its strongest supporters, giving liberally to the support of the 
gospel and to all charitable and worthy enterprises. He was a most consistent Christian and 
‘was beloved and honored by a large circle of friends and acquaintances. In 1876 he moved 
to Magnolia, Pike county, Miss., where he was called from life in the month of February, 
1881, having for some time been an earnest member of the Masonic fraternity. His wife 
preceded him to the grave four months, having borne him two children: W. Perkins and a 
daughter, now the wife of Rev. J. A. Hacket, a minister of the Baptist church and editor of 
the Southern Baptist Record, published at Meridian, Miss. W. Perkins Gardner was given 
the advantages of the schools of Amite county, and in assisting his father on the plantation 
attained to an admirable degree of physical vigor. Here he was married, on the 20th of 
April, 1871, to Miss Mary E., daughter of G. B. McLain, and after his marriage he took 
charge of the home farm and has since devoted his attention to planting, raising corn, cotton, 
etc. His plantation comprises twelve hundred acres, of which six hundred acres are open 
land, and the annual amount of cotton he raises amounts to about one hundred and fifty 
bales. Like his father before him, he is much interested in church work and has served his 
church, the Baptist, as a delegate to several associations, and at the present time is treasurer 
of the Mississippi Baptist association and is serving his church as deacon. He has been a 
professor of Christianity since his youth, is known for his many Christian acts of charity and 
kindness and for the prominent part he takes in all good works. To himself and wife a 
family of six sons and two daughters have been born: Sylvester C., who is attending college 
at Starkville, Miss.; Berry, also attending the same institution; Lena E., who is attending a 
female college of Blue Mountain, Miss.; Velma, Clifton, Perkins, Lee R. and Charles, the 
last named being an infant. The old homestead on which Mr. Gardner is residing is situ- 
ated about midway between Liberty and Gloster and is an exceedingly healthful location, for 
in thirty-three years Mr. Sylvester Gardner did not pay out over 3100 to doctors, and W. 
Perkins Gardner has not exceeded that sum in the past nineteen years. Mr. Gardner is a 
very earnest Christian and lets nothing interfere with his religious privileges and duties. 
He is very liberal with his means and, as he is hospitable, generous and kindly, he bas many 
warm personal friends. 

In preparing this brief outline of the life of Jesse W. Garth (planter), .facts appear 
which are greatly to his credit. His intelligence, enterprise and integrity, as well as many 
other estimable qualities, have gathered about him numerous friends and have won 
for him a well-deserved popularity. He was born in Morgan county, Ala., March 9, 1830, a 
son of Jesse W. and Unity (Dandridge) Garth, of English descent, and natives of Hanover 
county, Va. The father was a lawyer and politician of considerable note, and became one of 
the wealthiest planters of the South prior to the war, his landed interests being enormous and 
his slaves numbering twelve hundred. He died in 1870, and his wife in 1833, their union 
having been blessed in the birth of five children, four of whom are living at the present time: 
Elizabeth, Sallie, Mary and Jesse W.; William was the other member of the family. Dur- 
ing the early days of the subject of this sketch he learned the details of planting, and for 
many years he has had the reputation of being an agriculturist of decided merit. This could 
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hardly be otherwise, for his father was very thorough and practical in his views, and he im- 
bibed those principles of energy, enterprise and probity that have since been of material bene- 
fit to him. He owns five thousand acres of land in one body, which lie about eighteen 
miles southwest of Columbus, and on this land, since 1888, he has given considerable atten- 
tion to the raising of stock, having in his possession a large and very fine thoroughbred 
horse, and cattle of an excellent grade. His land is well adapted for the purpose of stock- 
raising, and promises in time to become one of the best and largest in the state. Mr. Garth 
was fortunate enough to obtain a collegiate education, his alma mater being an institution 
at La Grange, Ala., having previously been an attendant of Henry college. Upon fin- 
ishing his literary education, he began studying law in the Cumberland university, of Leb- 
anon, Tenn., from which institution he afterward graduated. In 1851 he was elected to 
the state legislature and, after finishing his term satisfactorily, he returned to planting, which 
has since been his calling. In the winter of 1862 he removed to Mississippi, where he has 
since made his home. In March, 1574, he was married to Miss Phelix, daughter of Dr. and 
Sarah (Millwater) Manning, natives of Alabama. They have two children: Mary and Willie. 

Charles H. Gates is a man of superior business qualifications and throughout his career 
he has displayed traits of character which are greatly to his credit. His intelligence, enter- 
prise and integrity have acquired for him a popularity not derived from any factitious cireum- 
stances, but a spontaneous tribute to his merit. He has held a number of local positions of 
trust, the duties of which positions he always discharged with the same care and fidelity 
which characterized his career in business circles. He was born in Franklin county, Miss., 
June 27, 1852, and after obtaining an ordinary common-school education, entered his father’s 
mercantile store and may be said to have been reared to mercantile business. After remain- 
ing with his father for several years he began an independent career, aud in 1879 came to 
Jefferson county, taking up his abode in Harriston in 1883. He was one of the very first to 
erect a storehouse in the town, and although he commenced his mercantile career in a very 
humble way, his establishment slowly but surely gained in favor, and from time to time he 
was enabled to enlarge his building and increase his stock of goods. He now carries the 
most extensive and select stock of general merchandise in Harriston, and in connection with 
the successful conduct of this establishment he owns and conducts a first-class hostelry, 
which is largely patronized by the traveling public. As a business man he is wideawake and 
pushing, is thoroughly honest and upright, and any one having business transactions with 
him will find him strictly honrable. Since the town was incorporated he has been a member 
of the town board and has used his influence toward advancing the interests of this flourish- 
ing little place. On the 15th of March, 1876, he was united in marriage to Miss 8. C. Dan- 
gerfield, who was born and reared in Jefferson county, but was educated in Richmond, Va., 
she being a daughter of Lewis Dangerfield. Mr. and Mrs. Gates have two bright and prom- 
ising little children; Howell and Berenice. Mrs. Gates is an earnest member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, and socially Mr. Gates is a prominent and active member of the A. F. 
& A. M. andthe I. O. O. F. of Fayette, being also a member of the K. of H., the K. of P. 
and the American Legion of Honor. His father, C. I’. Gates, was born in Mississippi, in the 
city of Natchez, and in this state grew to manhood. He was married in the city of his birth 
to Miss S. J. Seal, who was also born in this state, and of a family of four sons and two 
daughters, born to them, all grew to mature years, but two sons are now deceased; the 
youngest son, Rey. E. C. Gates, who was a prominent minister of the Baptist church and 
J. S. Gates who was a merchant of Natchez and died in that city. G.W. Gates, another son, 


is a farmer of Franklin county, and is well to do. The father of these children is still living, 
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and is a worthy agriculturist of Franklin county, where he has resided for the past forty 
years. 

Like many of the prominent men of Panola county, Miss., James P. Gates, planter and 
merchant, of Park place, started out to fight life’s battles for himself with little or no means, 
and what he has accumulated in the way of this world’s goods is the result of his own hard 
work and indomitable energy. He was the fourth of fourteen children born to John and 
Mary A. (Benge) Gates, the parents natives of Tennessee. The father came to Mississippi 
in 1848, and followed planting in that state until his death in IS70. He served as a soldier 
in the Mexican war. The maternal grandfather, Richard Benge, was also a native of 
Tennessee. James P. Gates was born in Shelby county, Tenn., on December 25, 1546, and 
two years later was taken by his parents to Mississippi. He there passed his boyhood and 
youth, and received his education in the private schools of Panola county. At the age of 
twenty years he started out for himself as a merchant and planter, and has been mod- 
erately successful in each occupation. He is the owner of two hundred and forty acres 
of land, one hundred and seventy acres under cultivation, and carries a stock of goods valued 
at $2,500. He selected as his companion in life Mrs. Lou C. (Carter) Hudson, and their 
nuptials were celebrated on May 26, 1871. She was a native of Mississippi, the widow of 
J. C. Hudson, and the daughter of William M. and Martha E. (Hall) Carter, natives of 
Tennessee. To Mr. and Mrs. Gates were born two children, Pattie C. and Jennie L. During 
the Civil war, or in 1865, Mr. Gates enlisted in the Hudson battery, and remained in the 
same until cessation of hostilities. He and family are members of the Methodist church, 
and Mr. Gates is also a member of the Masonic order. He is a democrat in polities, has 
held the office of bailiff, but although elected justice of the peace, would not serve. He is a 
worthy citizen, and gives his aid and countenance to all enterprises for the public weal. 

Prof. T. L. Gates, B. S., president of Pleasant Ridge normal institute of Itawamba 
county, Miss., was born in Alabama on November 4, 1563, a son of P. H. and Nancy 
C. (Nelson) Gates, the former a native of Alabama, the latter of South Carolina, both of 
whom were lifelong and zealous members of the Methodist Episcopal church. They had 
six children. Of these, Mary C. is the wife of W. F. Nabors, of Itawamba county, and has 
borne him four children; Charles V. married Miss Mollie Nabors, has four children and is 
also a native resident of Itawamba county; Prof. P. A. Gates is a well-known educator; Re- 
becca L. and Hattie C. are unmarried. Prof. T. L. Gates is the fourth in order of birth. 
After attending the public schools of Mississippi, he went to Iuka, where he was a student 
for two years. He was then engaged for a time in teaching school, but finally graduated at 
Tuka, Miss., with the degree of B. S., in ISS9, and immediately afterward, in company with 
his brother, Prof. P. A. Gates, he founded Pleasant Ridge normal institute, which they still 
control, This educational institution is situated in the northeast portion of Itawamba county, 
at Pleasant Ridge, a beautiful location surrounded by natural timber. The main building is 
a frame structure, two stories high, with a seating capacity of five hundred. It was built by 
the Professors Gates just prior to the opening of the school in 1889. The faculty of this 
institution is constituted as follows: Prof. T. L. Gates, president; Prof. P. A. Gates, 
co-principal; W. P. Stewart, assistant principal. December, 28, 1890, Prof. T. L. Gates mar- 
ried Miss Mary Stewart, who was born in Mississippi, December 25, 1S64, and received her 
education in the public schools of that state. They live in a cozy cottage, located near the 
school building. Both are members of the Methodist Episcopal church South, and politically 
Professor Gates is a democrat. Prof. P. A. Gates was born in Alabama, February 17, 1566, 
the third son and fifth child of his father’s family. After attending the public schools in Mis- 
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sissippi he graduated at Iuka, Miss., with the degree of A. B., in 1889, but previous to this, 
in 1SS7, he had begun teaching in the public schools. He is a democrat, a master Mason 
and a Methodist. The value of such institutions as the Pleasant Ridge normal institution 
can rarely be estimated, and this is one of the best of its kind. The brothers Gates are edu- 
eators by natural inclination as well as by study and experience, and educators of a high 
order of ability, and their work is gaining in favor as it becomes known. This promises in 
time to develop into one of the leading educational institutions of this part of the state. 

Sampson Gathings, a well-known planter of Monroe county, was born in Anson 
county, N. C., in 1523. His parents were James and Jane (Jackson) Gathings, both 
natives of Virginia, but who were married in North Carolina, to which state they removed 
with their parents, and where Mr. Gathings died in 1844. His wife survived him till 1883, 
and died in Anson county, N.C. His father was a farmer and trader, and a member 
of the Baptist church. He was of German and his wife of English descent. The sub- 
ject of this sketch was the fourth of seven children, named as follows: James (a planter, 
who died in Texas), Philip (a planter, who now resides in Texas), Susan (widow of the late 
D. A. Covington of Monroe, N. C.), Sampson, George W. (planter of Monroe county now 
deceased), Jackson M. (planter, residing in Monroe county), Mary (widow of Sidney Randall 
of Clay county). Mr. Gathings received such education as was available to him in the com- 
mon schools, and at Lake Forest institute in North Carolina. In 1843 he married Martha, 
daughter of Wilson and Jemima Chambers, natives and lifelong residents of North Carolina. 
Mrs. Gathings was born in Anson county, N. C., and died about 1854, having borne him two 
children: Jennie V., who is the wife of Thomas Randall of Bessemer, Ala., and Sampson 
Jr., deceased. For his second wife, Mr. Gathings married, in 1861, Susan, daughter of John 
J. and Eliza Williamson, natives of North Carolina, but later hving in Tennessee, where 
Mr. Williamson died, his widow surviving him. The present Mrs. Gathings was born 
in Maury county, Tenn. They have three children: James C., practicing physician at 
Nashville and later at Memphis, Tenn.; Clinton, railroad agent at Oakland, Tenn., and Mel- 
ville W. Mr. Gathings came to Monroe county in 1843, locating on a small improvement, 
and has since lived in different parts of the county, and for twenty years on his present 
farm near Prairie station. Altogether he owns about one thousand acres of land in differ- 
ent tracts. This produces every year from two hundred and fifty to three hundred bales of 
cotton. He is recognized as one of the most successful, well-to-do planters of Monroe county, 
and it is a source of much gratification to him to know that his success is due solely to his 
own enterprise, industry and perserverance. He possesses an enviable business reputation, 
and his plantation is one of the finest in the county, and his home is one of the most hospita- 
ble. For a short time during the war he did service under General Forrest, and is justly 
proud of his war record, although it does not cover a lengthy period. He is one of the 
pioneers of this county, having been one of the first to begin opening up the prairie which, 
until that time, had remained untouched by the plow, the timber land having been settled 
long before. He is one of the most practical farmers in the county, and also one of its lead- 
ing citizens—a man of genial disposition and one who has a large number of friends among 
all classes. He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal chureh South, and 
formerly he was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

F. Gautier & Sons, West Pascagoula, Miss., are among the largest lumber manufactur- 
ers of Jackson county, having been established there for more than twenty years. They 
started in business with a small capital, erecting a mill with a capacity of ten thousand feet 
per day. When their trade demanded it they increased their capacity to thirty thousand feet 
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per day. They employ twenty-two men in the mill, and find a ready market for all the lum- 
ber they manufacture. The firm consists of Fernando, the father, and Henry and Walter, 
the sons. The father was born at sea, near the island of Juan Fernando, in 1823, his par- 
ents at the time being on a voyage to South America. He was reared and educated in New 
Orleans, and, after leaving school was employed as a clerk in a cottonhouse. For several 
years ke followed this cecupation, when he removed to Mississippi. He erected a small saw- 
mill near Biloxi, which he operated until after the war. After the conflict was ended and 
peace declared, he sold out and removed to West Pascagoula, where he has since resided. 
He was united in marriage to Miss Theresa Fayard. They have had eleven children born to 
them, nine of whom are living: Henry; Ada, wife of R. Thompson; Walter; Eve, wife of Hon. 
John M. Pelham; Mina, wife of John O’Donohoe; Emma, wife of Charles G. Johnson; Julia, 
wife of W. M. Canty; and Eugene and Adam. The children were all born in Mississippi. 
Henry was reared and educated in Harrison county, near Biloxi. He was trained to the 
lumber business, and has always followed milling. The last year of the Civil war he served 
in company C, Twenty-fourth Mississippi battalion, and since the war ended has been in 
business with his father. He was married in 1875 to Miss A. Hull, of Mobile, Ala. They 
have two children: Louise and Aline. ; 

J. D. Gay was born in Alabama, January 6, 1819, the fourth son of James Gay, a native 
of North Carolina, who moved to South Carolina, where he married Martha Bates. In 1818 
Mr. and Mrs. Gay moved to Alabama, and about four years later came to Monroe county, 
Miss., when the subject of our sketch was about three years of age. Mr. Gay was a cabinet 
maker by trade, but engaged in farming after his marriage with Miss Bates, in which he con- 
tinued to the end of his life. His father, and the father of his wife, both did patriotic sery- 
ice in the Revolutionary war. J. D. Gay received his education in a Catholic school in Ken- 
tucky, and was later a clerk for a firm engaged extensively at Mobile. During the few years 
immediately preceding his marriage, he was not engaged in any active business, but lived a 
life of leisure, devoting his time mostly to hunting and fishing. His first wife was Miss Anna 
Franks, by whom he had nine children, and, after her death, he married her sister, Mrs. 
Lauretta Swepston, who also bore him nine children. Of his family of eighteen children, 
only six are now living. At the time of the war Mr. Gay was too much advanced in life for 
military service, but he tock an active part in furnishing supplies to the army—at one time 
giving sufficient money to purchase sixty pairs of shoes, for use in a certain regiment, for 
which he also furnished provisions for ten days. He has always been very charitable, and 
it is probable that he has given more to the needy in this community than any one else. In 
po.itics he is a democrat of the old school, but he has never been an active politician, and 
never accepted any office, though he has often been urged to do so. 

When it became necessary for Capt. William L. Gay, Greenville, Miss., to choose some 
occupation in life, it was but natural perhvps that he shoull choose agricultural pursuits, for 
he was early taught the duties of farm life, and his father and grandfather before him had 
been successful planters. He is a native-born resident of Washington county, Miss., his 
birth occurring here on the 10th of November, 1839, and is the only child born to the union 
of William H. and Caroline A. (Parker) Gay, the father a native of Kentucky and the mother 
of Virginia. The former came to Washington county, Miss., in 1836, engaged in planting, 
and two years later was married to Miss Parker. He became one of the successful planters of 
the county and continued this pursuit until his death in 1848. The mother died in 1888, a 
worthy member of the Methodist church. The paternal grandfather came to this county 
about 1838, followed planting, but soon died.” William L. Gay was reared on his father’s 
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estate, received his education in. Tennessee and Kentucky and finished his literary course at 
the University of Mississippi. He then entered the military college at Nashville and gradu- 
ated from that institution in 1860. At the breaking out of war he entered the Confederate 
army, company I, Twenty-second Mississippi regiment as lieutenant, and was in all the battles 
of the West from Shiloh and Corinth to the Georgia campaign, with Generals Hood and 
Johnston, being with the latter general at the surrender. After the first year he was captain 
of the company, being promoted to that position before the battle of Baton Rouge on the 4th 
of August, 1862. He was wounded in the battle of Shiloh and also at Peach Tree creek. 
Returning to Washington county, Miss., after the war, Mr. Gay engaged in planting, and 
this he has followed-exclusively and successfully ever since. He has fine property on Deer 
ereek with six hundred and fifty acres under cultivation, and other portions which he is 
engaged in clearing at the present time. In 1890 he erected a fine residence in the suburbs 
of Greenville, and there he now resides, surrounded by all the comforts of life. . By his mar- 
riage, which occurred in 1869 to Miss Kate Shelby Blackburn, a native of Washington county, 
but who was reared in Louisiana, there was born one child, Mary. The family hold mem- 
bership in the Episcopal church. Mrs. Gay’s father, Dr. Blackburn, was an early settler in 
Washington county, and she is connected with the Shelbys, an old family of this county. 

In sketching the business circles of Carrollton, no man will be found more worthy of 
consideration than Maj. Joseph J. Gee, Carrollton, Miss. He is a native of Virginia, born 
near Petersburg, September 11, 1834. His father, Peter Gee, was also a native of Virginia, 
and was born in the year 1803. He married Mary A. Moore, a Virginian by birth, and a 
sister of Col. O. J. Moore, of Winona. Mr. Gee removed to the west, as Tennessee was then 
considered, in 1836, and settled near Memphis, and thence, in 1841, be came to Carroll 
county. He engaged in planting and merchandising in the eastern part of the county, where 
he remained a number of years. He then removed to Carrollton, and resided there until his 
death, which occurred in 1883. His wife survived him but a few months, dying in the same 
year. Major Gee is one.of a family of two children. His sister, Mrs. Bingham, is a resident 
of Carrollton. He grew up in this county, receiving a country-school education. At the age 
of seventeen years he left the parental roof, and began the battle of life at Old Middleton, 
and sold goods there for a number of years; in fact, he continued at this point for five years, 
then he removed to Carrollton, carrying on the same business. In 1861, when there was a 
call for men to go to the aid of the country, he enlisted in the Fourth Mississippi volunteer 
infantry, company H, and was elected second lieutenant. He was soon made captain and 
then major, in which office he served until the close of the war. He participated in a number 
of engagements, the most important being Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, Vicksburg, and Port 
Gibson. He was twice taken prisoner, and the last time was held n Johnson’s Island, 
being exchanged from that place and paroled at the close of the war. He then returned to 
Carrollton, and again took up the more peaceful pursuit of mercantile life. . He is one of the 
most successful business men in the county. By wise management and economy he has 
amassed one of the best estates in the county, and is one of its heaviest taxpayers. In 
consideration of the fact that this property has been accumulated by his own efforts, 
through honorable, upright dealing, Major Gee quickly ranks among the most capable men 
of the community. He was married in the county of Carroll, Miss., December 3, 1856S, 
to Miss C. A. Kimbrough, a native of this county, and a daughter of O. L. Kimbrough, 
one of the early pioneers. The Major and his wife have had born to them three sons 
and three daughters: C. J. (the eldest son), Mary C., O. IK. (the seeond son), Florence A.. 
Clinton L., and Stella R. Major Gee is a ‘man well posted on all the leading questions 
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of the day, both political and financial. He is of a social, genial disposition, of excellent 
habits, and has a large share of those traits of character that go to make up a_ popular 
citizen. 

Hon. James Z. George, of Carrollton, was born in Monroe county, Ga., October 20, 
1826. His father having died in his infancy, he removed, when eight years of age, with 
his mother to Noxubee county, Miss., where he resided two years, then moved to Carroll 
county, where he was educated in the common schools. He volunteered as a private in the 
First regiment of Mississippi volunteers in. the Mexican war, commanded by Col. Jefferson 
Davis, and was at the battle of Monterey. On his return he studied law and was admitted 
to the bar in Carroll county. In 1854 he was elected reporter of the high court of errors 
and appeals, and reélected in 1860, and prepared and published ten volumes of the reports 
of the decisions of that court, and afterward prepared and published a digest of all the 
decisions of the supreme court and high court of errors and appeals of that state, from the 
admission of the state into the Union to and including the year 1870. A member of the con- 
vention in Mississippi in 1861 which passed the ordinance of secession, he voted for and 
signed that instrument. He was a captain in the Twentieth regiment of Mississippi volun- 
teers in the Confederate states army, later a brigadier-general of state troops, and afterward 
colonel of the Fifth regiment of Mississippi cavalry in the Confederate states army. He 
was chairman of the democratic state executive committee of Mississippi in 1875 and ’76. 
In 1879 he was appointed one of the judges of the supreme court of Mississippi, and 
‘elected chief justice. In February, 1SS1, be resigned his seat on the supreme bench to take 
his seat in the senate on the 4th of March of that year, and was reélected in 1886. His 
term of service will expire March 3, 1893. As a constitutional lawyer, Mr. George ranks 
with the best in America. His work against the foree bill brought him into wider promi- 
nence than he had before enjoyed, and demonstrated the fact that he is not only profoundly 
jearned in the constitution of the United States, but is thoroughly conversant with the con- 
stitutions of the various states forming the Federal union. He is a Southern man, and a 
Mississippian in all that the term implies, and none of the statesmen who have become known 
as the stanch friends of the Southern people are nearer their hearts than he. 

Capt. W. W. George, vice-president of the First National Bank of Meridian, Miss., was 
born in Versailles, Ky., in the year 1842. He is a son of W. W. George, Sr., who was also 
a native of Kentucky. His honored father was judge of the probate court of Woodford 
county, Kentucky, for a number of years, and died while an incumbent of that office in ISS4. 
He had a family of six sons, five of whom are now living, our subject being the second eldest. 
He was educated at Versailles seminary, Versailles, Ky., from which place he went to Louisville, 
Ky., graduating at a Commercial college there in the year IS61. 9 After his graduation he 
found employment in a bank, where he laid the foundation of that knowledge which served 
him in good stead in after years. He returned to Versailles and soon became a member of 
the firm of George & Wilson, bankers. After a successful business course of several years, 
he sold out his interest in this concern and organized a bank at Bairdstown, Ky., under the 
firm name of W. W. George & Co. At the end of seven years’ time he again sold out to his 
partners and removed to Meridian, Miss., in the year 1875, going there as cashier of the 
People’s bank, holding that position until Frederick Wolf was made president of the bank, 
when Mr. George was elected vice-president. He continued this office till 1855, when the 
People’s bank was merged into the First National bank, and he was made vice-president of 
this new concern. Having gone into the banking business before he was twenty-one years 
of age, Captain George has naturally a wide experience as a banker and can proudly point 
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to the fact that during all of these years he has never been connected with a bank that ever 
failed or that did not make money every year he was attached to its corps of officers. | Cap- 
tain George is a member of the Knights of Honor, is a stockholder and president of the 
Meridian water works, president of the Bonita Park dummy railroad line, a director in the 
Mississippt Land & Mining Company, in fact, he is identified with every public enterprise of 
Meridian at the present time and has been an active member of many others in the past, 


-among which may be mentioned the presideney of the board of directors of East Mississippi 


insane asylum, which position he occupied for many years. Capt. W. W. George became a 
Benedict in the year 1862, taking unto himself a wife in the person of Miss Agnes Thornton, 
of Versailles, Ky. This union has been blessed with four sons: Abner H., Ernest T., Stanley 
KE. and Alex. L. The Captain and his entire family are members of the Presbyterian 
church. Mrs. George’s grandfather, Dr. John Blackburn, was a Presbyterian minister, and 
Gideon Blackburn, her great-grandfather, was also a Presbyterian divine as well as president 
of Center college, of Danville, Ky. The Captain is a man most highly esteemed, as can be 
inferred from the public offices he has held in Meridian, while socially no one is his superior. 

Robert Germany (deceased), a successful merchant and planter of old Centerville, Amite 
county, Miss., well known to the people of this portion of the state, stood high as a repre- 
sentative business man and citizen. He was a native of Georgia: born in 1799, and was the 
second child of a family of six sons and one daughter born to James Germany, a native of the 
same state. The latter was one of the old settlers of this district, and followed the occupation 
of farming. With his family he came on horseback and on foot from Georgia, and settled in 
the vicinity of old Centerville, where he reared and educated his children. He engaged in 
planting, and was a man of peculiar habits and a member of the Baptist church. He was 
strictly honest in all his dealings, and led a life of activity and usefulness. He was democratic 
in politics, though he took no active part more than to regularly poll his vote for the democratic 
candidates. About the year 1815 or 1816 he held the government contract for carrying the 
mail from Natchez to Covington, La., on Lake Pontchartrain, the mail being carried by his son, 
Robert, the subject of this memoir. He died at an advanced age in Kemper county, Miss., 
where he had gone to live with his son, William. His children were: John, Robert, William, 
Benjamin, James, Henry and Elizabeth. The latter first married Nathan Land, one of the 
early and prominent planters of this section. Nathan Land made for himself a competency, 
having come here a poor man, and by his energy and hard work laid the foundation of his 
success. At middle age he met with a misfortune of getting one of his legs broken, which 
resulted in the amputation of the limb below the knee. He was a man of excellent habits, 
strictly honest, and upright, pure-minded, stout-hearted, a credit to bis family and his race. 
He died in 1849, aged eighty-seven years. He had one son (John) who died in 1864. After 
his death his widow married Thomas R. Craft: she died about ISo4. All of his family are 
now deceased but Henry, who lives in Louisiana, where he is quite extensively engaged in 
planting. Robert, the subject of this memoir, attained his majority in the vicinity of Cen- 
terville. His sole schooling was received at the hands of “Yankee” Smith, who followed 
teaching on coming to Mississippi, being a native of Vermont. This teacher later was the 
leading merchant of Centerville: bis sales at one time reached 3100,000 for one year. He 
purchased the home place of James Germany. Robert at the age of sixteen years carried the 
mail for his father on horseback from Natchez to Covington, through almost a wilderness, 
infested with Mason’s band of robbers and cutthroats. Tater he engaged in work in the store 
of Mr. Smith for many years, and succeeded him as a merehant and continued the business 
until about 1843, and also engaged in planting, and in time owned the greater portion of the 
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land where Centerville is now located. As a merchant he did a large credit business without 
much loss. In 1537 he suffered severe losses in the financial crash of that date. It took 
him several years to build up his former stock and trade. Retiring from merchandis- 
ing, he led a quiet life until his death in 1569. He was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, of which he was a liberal supporter. He was a stanch whig and a 
Union man, but when the war broke out he took sides with the Confederacy and was 
loyal to his state. He was postmaster of old Centerville for many years. He was married 
first in about 1827, to Louisa Cosby, a native of Georgia, who was reared in Mississippi. She 
was a cousin of Judge McGehee’s first wife. She came here with her parents and was reared 
and educated at the old seat of Washington, Miss. She was the daughter of James Cosby, a 
respected planter of Wilkinson county, a native of Georgia, whose wife was Margaret McCall, 
a native also of Georgia. To this union were born two sons and three daughters, all of whom 
lived to be grown, but none of whom are now living. Louisa died at middle age, and was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. She was devoted to her family, a loving mother 
and a good woman, and bore her husband six children: Margaret (now the widow of William 
Dickson), Albert (now living in Louisiana, where he follows teaching. He served in the Con- 
federate army in the Civil war, and was a member of Col. J. N. Jones’ regiment. He was 
taken prisoner at Vicksburg, where he was paroled); Robert H. (who was born and reared in 
Amite county, and served in the late war in the Forty-Fourth Mississippi regiment [Confed- 
erate], first known as ‘‘Blair’s battalion,” and was in the battle of Shiloh, where Colonel 
Blair was killed. Robert H. was wounded through the thigh by a gun-shot, was taken pris- 
oner, but soon after made his escape by assistance of the Confederate wagon-master. He was 
recaptured at Brookhaven and soon after paroled. He surrendered at the close of the war 
at Macon, Ga. He then returned to Amite county, where he resided until within the past 
few years, and then became a resident of Wilkinson county). Charles C. was born and reared 
in Amite county, and in 1855 began clerking for H. 8S. & T. W. White, of Woodville, but at 
the breaking out of the war enlisted in the Ninth Louisiana battalion as a private. He after- 
ward joined the First Louisiana regiment and was in a number of skirmishes, and was 
paroled at Clinton, La., in 1865. He then returned to the home place and engaged in farm- 
ing in Amite county until 1878. He then engaged in merchandising in old Centerville, and 
came to his present place in 1884, where he has since conducted the business. He was com 
missioned postmaster of old Centerville in 1859, and recontinued during the war by the 
Confederacy. He was married to Miss Mary E. Robinson, a native of Franklin county, Miss., 
who died November, 1857, by whom he had three children: Robert G., Louisa C. and James 
H. The latter is yet living, now in Amite county, but the other two died in infancy. The 
second marriage of Charles C. was to Sarah E. Anderson, the daughter of J. W. Anderson, of 
Amite county. She was born and raised in Amite county, and is a niece of Judge Smiley, as 
was also his first wife. They are leading members of the Presbyterian church, in which he is 
a deacon and one of the liberal supporters. He is a member of the A. F. and A. M., Center- 
ville lodge No. 351. In politics he is ademocrat. He devotes his time and attention to his 
store. Mrs. Germany is a very estimable and accomplished lady, a pure and devoted Christian. 
Cornelia, the next child of the subject of this memoir, was married to R. J. Bownan, a promi- 
nent lawyer of Louisiana. Tor a time she lived at Clinton, but afterward moved to Alexandria, 
La., where she died, leaving one son, Ira, who is now a physician of Texas, a graduate of the 
Philadelphia medical college. Harriet C., the next child, died in 1SS7 near Port Hudson, 
La. The subject’s second wife was a Mrs. Norwcod, of Clinton, La., by which union were 
born four children, one of whom died aged seven years; the others are yet living. Mary is 
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the wife of John R. Carter, of old Centerville. James N. lives on the old home place, and 
William M. is at old Centerville and has charge of the old home of his father, and is a suc- 
cessful farmer. This family is one of the most highly respected in this portion of the state. 

On May 19, 1808, Samuel J. Gholson was born in Madison county, Ky. In IS17 he 
was taken to Alabama, where he grew to manhood, receiving a meager education. Later he 
studied law under Peter Martin, of Russellville, Ala., and in 1819 was admitted to the bar, 
and continued to practice until 1830, when he removed to Athens, Miss. Three years later 
he,was sent to the legislature, and was continued there until 1836, when he was elected to 
cougress for a special term, and in 1537 was regularly reélected. As a congressman he was 
active, able and aggressive. In 1838 he was constituted a judge of the United States district 
court, which position he occupied with unusual vigor until the Civil war broke out, when he 
resigned his position, and soon after became a member of the state secession convention. He 
promptly enlisted as a private, was soon elected captain,.and saw active service. He fought 
at Fort Donelson, where he was wounded, and upon his recovery raised another company and 
joined General Price at Iuka and Corinth, receiving another severe wound at the latter battle. 
In 1863 he was appointed major-general of state troops with instructions to guard the rail- 
road property of the state. He was in many small engagements, and was wounded at Den- 
ver and at Egypt, losing his arm at the last-named engagement. After the war he resumed 
his practice, but in 1866 was elected to the legislature. He continued his practice, but in 
1878 was sent to the legislature again, and was chosen speaker of the house. 

Dr. Samuel Creed Gholson, Sr., Holly Springs, Miss.. who has retired from the active 
duties of his profession, is a thorough student, a deep reasoner and thinker, and, being 
ardently attached to his profession, he still visits in consultation his former patrons when de- 
sired to do so, and continues his membership of the State Medical association. He was born 
in Cumberland couty, Va., on the 23d of September, 1828, and is the elder of two children of 
Judge William Y. Gholson and Ann Jane (Taylor) Gholson, aiso natives of the Old Domin- 
ion. His father graduated at Princeton, N. J., studied law with Chancellor Creed Taylor 
in Virginia, was admitted to the bar, married, and at once began practicing his profession. 
Tn 1834, having lost his wife at the birth of a daughter, now Mrs. Ann Jane (Gholson) Glas- 
gow, and residing at this date in Richmond, Va., he left his native state and finally located 
at Pontotoc, Miss., where he secured a large practice. He was one of the organizers and one 
of the earliest trustees of the university of Mississippi. He married in second marriage Miss 
Elvira Wright, a daughter of Judge Wright, of Pontotoc, Miss. This union also resulted in 
the birth of two children, a daughter, now deceased, who married Hon. E. W. Kittridge, a 
prominent lawyer, of Cincinnati, O., and a son, William Y. Gholson, Jr., who graduated just 
before the civil war, at Harvard university, Mass., entered the union army as adjutant of an 
Ohio regiment and was killed in battle. In 1844 he removed to Cincinnati, O.; practiced his 
profession successfully there; was elected judge of the superior court of that city, and finally 
was appointed to the bench of the supreme court of Ohio. He retired from the bench with 
the highest encomiums of press and public. His father, Hon. Thomas Gholson, was a member 
of congress from Virginia, and died at the age of: thirty-three years from the effects of a wound 
received while acting as volunteer aid on the staff of General Porter, inthe war of 1812. His 
mother, Ann Yates, was a daughter of William Yates, a colonel in the revolutionary war and 
granddaughter of the Rey. William Yates, president of William and Mary college in 1764. 
She married, in second marriage, the Rt. Rev. George W. Freeman, bishop of Arkansas and 
Texas. Dr. Gholson’s maternal grandfather, Samuel Taylor, was born in Kentucky, his 
father having been one of the earliest settlers of that state from Virginia. He removed to 
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Virginia, read law with bis uncle, Chancellor Taylor, and, after beginning the practice, lo- 
cated finally in Richmond, Va., where he attained great success amd prominence in his pro- 
fession. The doctor was reared in Virginia and received his academic education in the 
schools of Richmond and Cincinnati. After several years of office study, he attended lectures 
and graduated at Richmond in 1851. He then crossed the ocean to France, studied at Paris 
for two years, returned to the United States and opened an office in Cincinnati, O. In Sep- 
tember, 1854, being threatened with pulmonary disease, he removed south to Holly Springs, 
Miss., where he resumed practice and has since resided. In March, 1861, he was appointed 
by President Davis surgeon of the Ninth Mississippi regiment, stationed at Pensacola, Fla., 
where, in October, 1861, he was captured while in pursuit of his official duties, after the 
night battle on Santa Rosa island; liberated in a short time, but paroled to leave Florida. 
Returning home, he was given charge of St. Thomas general hospital, a military hospital at 
Holly Springs, Miss. In the fall of 1862, having transferred the effects of the hospital to 
Jackson, Miss., he was assigned to duty as brigade-surgeon with General Chalmers’ cavalry 
command; but, his health being already impaired by hospital duty, he was unable to bear the 
exposure incident to cavalry service, and he resigned and returned home. He was married in 
1855 to Miss Mary H. Caruthers, daughter of Dr. S. O. Caruthers, who was born in Virginia, but 
was reared and educated at Holly Springs, Miss. Eight children born of this union are now 
living: William Yates, druggist; Samuel C., Jr., practicing physician; Edwin, practicing 
lawyer, of Cincinnati, O.; Arthur and Cary F., in business in Holly Springs; and Anna J., 
Norman G. and Mary Virginia, minors. 

The Hon. W. D. Gibbs, of Bentonia, is a native of Yazoo county, Miss., born in August, 
1839, and the eldest of a family of eight children. His parents were Judge Q. D, and Sarah 
A. (Dorsey) Gibbs, natives of Tennessee and Kentucky respectively. The father came to 
Mississippi in 1837, and settled in Yazoo City, where he entered upon the practice of his pro 
fession; he became one of the most prominent lawyers of the place. When the Civil war 
broke out he went out as captain of a company, which office he held until his death, which 
oceurred July 1, 1862. He was probate judge in the early part of his life, and at the time 
of his death was a member of the state legislature from Yazoo county. His father, Gen. G. 
W. Gibbs, was a noted lawyer of Nashville, Tenn., where he practiced for thirty years. The 
maternal grandfather was Charles Dorsey, one of the pioneers of Kentucky. Our subject 
received his literary training at the University of Nashville, Tenn., and the University of 
Virginia, and in 1859 he received a diploma from the Lebanon Law school, of Tennessee. 
He was married in January, 1860, to Miss Louisa Johnson, of Yazoo county, a daughter of 
John Johnson. Five children have been born of this union: Lula, Quesney D., Washington 
D., Lee, and John. Mrs. Gibbs’ father was a Mississippian, and a wealthy planter. Mr. 
Gibbs was captured during the war, in 1863, and was carried to Camp Morton, Ind., where 
he was held for thirteen months. He isa democrat in his political opinions, and has taken 
an active interest in the movements of the party. He was elected state senator in 1877, but 
refused to be a candidate for re-nomination in 1881. He was elected to represent Yazoo and 
Holmes counties in 1885, and served his constituents with fidelity and marked ability. Mr. 
Gibbs was a soldier in the late war, enlisting in company K, Col. Wirt Adams’ regiment of 
cavalry, and serving until the close of the conflict. He has been successful in his business 
operations, and is now the owner of twenty-six hundred acres of land. He is a conspicuous 
figure in the work of the Farmers’ Alliance, and has made several able speeches and written 
some very scholarly articles wpon this subject. In fact, there has been no movement of im- 
portance in the county which has had for its object the uplifting of the people, in which Mr. 
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Gibbs has not taken a deep interest. He is one of the men who have made many efforts to 
promote the welfare of the community, and without whom civilization would, indeed, be of 
slow growth. 

Charles W. Gibson, of Aberdeen, Monroe county, Miss., is a native of Oktibbeha county, 
Miss., and was born August 31, 1855. He is the son of William W. and Mary K. (Rogers) 
Gibson, natives of Vermont and Tennessee. The father was a schoolteacher in his early 
days, and afterward a merchant, coming to Mississippi in the thirties, where the greater part 
of his life was spent, and where he held some county offices. He died in Philadelphia in 
1S76, but the mother is still living. She has six living children: O. A., Charles W., J. A., 
S. W. Gibson, Mrs. F. E. Stevens and Mrs. L. G. Joiner. The subject of our sketch was 
reared in his native county, attending school and working on a farm until he was fifteen years 
of age, when he removed to West Point, Clay county, Miss., where he clerked in a-store, 
and later was employed by the Mobile ant Ohio railread as a night watchman, but was soon 
promoted to the position of assistant agent and telegraph operato’, which he heid for two 
years, and was then made agent at Shuqualak, Miss., and held this position until 1881, when 
he was promote'l to a similar position for the same road, at Aberdeen, Miss., in which capac- 
ity he served them for four years, when he entered upon a mercantile life in a copartnership 
with Mr. T. S. Cunningham, under the firm name of Cunningham & Gibson, who are still 
doing a profitable business. Subsequently he accepted the position of general Southern 
agent for the Evansville & Terre Haute railroad, which he held for two years, and was then 
offered, and accepted, the position of general cotton agent by the Mobile & Ohio railroad, 
with headquarters at Aberdeen, his jurisdiction extending over the entire cotton traffic of this 
company. He still holds this responsible position. In February, 1S90, he organized the 
Gibson-Moore Manufacturing company, and is the secretary and treasurer of it. This 
thriving company manufactures spokes and farm wagons, and employ fifty men. Mr. Gibson 
is entirely a self-made man, and is recognized as a live, energetic business man, worthy of 
the high success he has attainel. He is a member of the Masonic order and Knights of 
Honor. He was married in [S79 to Miss Alice H. Beasly, a native of Macon. Miss., and at 
the time a resident of Shuqualak, Miss.. by whom he has three children: Walter B., Annie M. 
and Charles R. Mr. Gibson and wife are both zealous members of the Missionary Baptist 
chureh, in which he is a deacon. 

J. G. W. Gibson, of Benton county, Miss., whose postoftice address is Potts Camp, Mar- 
shall county, Miss., was born in Monroe county, Miss., in 1836, the eldest of four children 
born to William W. and Anna (Burdine) Gibson. His father is thought to be a native of 
Alabama; his mother was born in South Carolina, dying in Mississippi in ISS6. Mr. Gibson 
was reared principally in Tennessee, and began life forhimself at the age of seventeen. He 
was a mill band working for ordinary day wages, in which he continued for about tifteen 
years. In 155) he went to Texas and worked there in the milling business for one and one- 
half years, returning to Tennessee in 1597, and doing the same kind of work for two years 
more, when he removed to Tishomingo county, Miss., where he was employed still in mill 
work until the outbreak of the war. In 1861 he enlisted in company I, One Hundred and 
Fifty-fourth Tennessee infantry, attached tothe army of Tennessee, and participated in the 
battles of Belmont, Shiloh, Richmonl, Prairieville, Murfreesboro, Missionary ridge, 
Chickamauga, and was on the campaign from Dalton to Atlanta, Ga. He was wounded 
three times—at Atlanta, Shiloh and Murfreesboro. In the engagement last mentioned 
he was shot through the neck; at Atlanta he was shot through the nose, the ball passing 
downward through the mouth and jaw, piercing his tongue and destroying several of his 
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teeth. He was in the hospital at Macon, Ga., about three months. At Murfreesboro he 
was captured and kept prisoner for several months at Nashville, until he was finally exchanged 
at’City Point, Va., and returned to his command, with which he served until the close of the 
war. At the time of the surrender of the large eompany of one hundred and four with 
which he started out at the beginning of the hostilities only three men—B. A. McGaughey, 
J. P. Horton and himself—remained. After the war he returned to Mississippi and 
resumed the milling and lumber business in Tishomingo county. He was married in 1867 to 
Mary J. Milford, and had two sons—John F. and William T. (dezeased). His wife died in 
1882, and in 1SS7 he married Louisa J. Dean, who died in Benton county, January 30, 188%. 
While a resident of Tishomingo county, Mr. Gibson owned one-half interest in a large saw- 
mill in which an extensive lumber business was carried on. In 1587 he bought his partner's 
interest in this concern, and moved the machinery to Benton county, where he now has a mill 
with a capacity of ten thousand feet of lumber per day. He sells annually one million five * 
hundred thousand feet of lumber. In connection with his sawmill he owns and operates a 
planingmill. The machinery of both of these mills is valued at about $3,000. He employs 
twenty men regularly, and keeps forty head of cattle, which he uses in his log and lumber 
business. He is the owner of eight hundred and fifty acres of land, mostly heavily timbered, 
and bas a fine residence and eleven tenement houses and a large commissary building on his 
mill property. He buys his supplies at wholesale and sells them to his hands, thus affording 
them a convenient means of obtaining the necessities of life without going to a distance to 
procure them. He is a life-long lumberman, and what he possesses was acquired by indus- 
try, economy and thrift, as he started in the world with nothing and toiled under discourag- 
ing circumstances, with a perseverance anda brave spirit that has won for him the success he 
has attained. He has always been too busy to dabble in politics, and never had any political 
aspirations, though his interest in the public welfare is deep and abiding. He is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church South, and has been a liberal contributor to all public 
enterprises, as well as to the establishment of schools and churches. 

Hon. J. M. Gibson is a well-known and eminent lawyer of this section and is prosecut- 
ing attorney of the Eleventh district. He was born in the county in which he is now resid- 
ing, July 26, 1856, being the second child born to J. M. and Eliza C. (Stevens) Gibson, the 
former a native of Mississippi and the latter of South Carolina. The paternal ancestors 
were among the first settlers about Natchez, coming from North Carolina in 1776. The 
paternal grandfather, David D. Gibson, was born in Adams county, Mississippi, and was 
twice a member of the state legislature from that county, but afterwards removed to Warren 
county, first settling in the southern part and dying soon after. His son, James M. Gibson, 
father of the subject of this sketch, was an active and prosperous planter, and in his politi. 
cal views was a democrat. He was married three times and was the father of twelve chil- 
dren, seven of whom are now living. Three of his sons were soldiers in the Confederate 
army, enlisting as soon as they were sixteen years of age. They all served throughout the 
war, but David, who served in Harris’ brigade, died in Texas in 1887. The father died in 
1889 after a long residence in Warren county, his wife passing from life in 1874, a member 
of the Baptist church, her husband having been a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. In the common schools of Warren county J. M. Gibson, whose name heads this 
sketch, was educated, acquiring a good practicat knowledge of the world of books. In 
1878S he began the study of law in the city of St. Louis, but the following year he returned 
to Vicksburg, and on the th of February, 1879, he was admitted to the bar and at once 
entered upon his practice. In the fall of that year he was elected to the state legislature 
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from Warren county and served with distinction and to the satisfaction of all concerned for 
two terms, leaving behind him a record of faithfuJness, ability and carefully performed duty. 
After the close of his legislative career he formed a law partnership wjth Judge A. W. 
Brien, which was one of the ablest law firms of the county, until the death of Mr. Brien in 
IS85. In 1889 Mr. Gibson became associated in the practice of his profession with Joe D. 
Bien, they now constituting a very strong legal firm. In 1SS7 Mr. Gibson was elected to 
the office of prosecuting attorney and has proved the right man in the right place. He is a 
conscientious student and is earnest and painstaking in the preparation of his eases, his 
clients’ interests never being neglected. He is decidedly literary in his tastes and has con- 
tributed both prose and poetry of much merit to the popular journals and magazines of the 
day. As a lawyer he has made a fine record for himself, and his section will undoubtedly 
have further use for him in future days. He is very social in his tastes and is at all times a 
courteous and polished gentleman in his business relations as well as in society and by his 
own fireside. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., the K. of P. and the Elks. He was 
married in 1884 to Mrs. M. E. (Mower) Spears, a native of the state of Mississippi. 

Dr. J. W. Gilbert, physician and surgeon, Verona, Miss., has been identified with the 
medical profession of Lee county since 1878, and is entitled to mention in this reeord of the 
leading men of the state of Mississippi. He was born in Lauderdale county, Ala., in 1845, 
and isason of W. A. and Sarah E. (Oliver) Gilbert. The father was a native of South Caro- 
lina, born in 1814, and was a member of one of the leading families of the state. He was a 
merchant by occupation, and politically affiliated with the whig party, but was opposed to 
the Civil war; however, he espoused the Southern cause. He was a son of John Gilbert. He 
was a member of the Baptist church, and a member of both the Blue lodge and chapter of 
the Masonic fraternity. His wife was born in Alabama in 1824, and was a daughter of Wil- 
liam Oliver; she died of yellow fever in 1878S. They reared a family of six sons: Albert A., 
Adoniram J., Joseph E.; twins, Henry C. and Daniel W.; and J. W., who is the subject of 
this notice. Dr. Gilbert’s early life was spent in Lawrence county, Ala., where he attended 
the common schools and acquired his elementary education. In 1862, at the age of sixteen 
years, he enlisted in company G, Fourth Alabama cavalry, and saw much active service, being 
engaged a large part of the time as a scout in the enemy’s rear. At Selma, just before the close 
of the war, most of his command were captured, but he succeeded in escaping. When _ hostil- 
ities ceased, and he turned his attention to the pursuits of civilization, he took up the study of 
medicine under Calvin A. Crow, an old practitioner of Moulton, Ala., and ex-vice-president of 
the State association. In 1568 he attended lectures at Louisville, Ky., and in 1870 he was 
graduated from Bellevue Medical college, New York city. He then located at Tuscumbia, 
Ala., where he practiced some years. He was secretary of the North Alabama Medical asso- 
ciation for four years, and served as president of the same body for one year. In January, 
1878, he removed to Verona, Miss., and soon established himself in a tine practice. He is 
personally well suited to the profession he has chosen, and he has given himself the benetit 
of all the opportunities available in this country. He is a very popular man, both in his 
profession and out of it, and has a host of friends and admirers. He is a member of the 
Knights of Honor, and of the Masonic order. He has been a member of the Baptist church 
since 1859, and in his political opinions he is a democrat. The doctor was married in 1S66 
to Miss Laura Harris, a daughter of William and Nancy (Stovall) Harris; she died within a 
few months after her marriage. He was married again in 1870, to Naomi Harris, a sister to 
his first wife. Three children were born of this union: Minnie, Edward and Thomas. 
Minnie married H. B. Cobb, and Edward married a Miss McPherson. Dr. Gilbert lost the 
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mother of these children January 1, 1880, and his third union was to Miss Ella Anthony, a 
daughter of Dr. J. A. Anthony, of Terrell, Texas. She is a native of Tennessee, and was 
educated in Nashville, Tenn., by Dr. Fanning, her mother dying during her childhood. 
Two children have been born of this marriage: Cecile and James A. The subject of this 
notice is president of the Lee County Medical society and a member of the Mississippi State 
Medical association. 

Judge J. D. Gilland, judge of the ninth circuit court district of Mississippi, was 
born in South Carolina in 1849, the fourth in a family of six children born to Rev. J. RK. 
and Mary C. (Gibbes) Gilland, the former a Presbyterian minister and a teacher by call- 
ing, being a professor of mathematics in Davidson college, North Carolina, having also 
taught in many other places. In 1871 he came to Mississippi, and for several years 
preached the gospel in Hinds county, but died in South Carolina in 1877, his widow still 
surviving him. The paternal grandfather, Thomas Gilland, was born in Ireland, but came 
to the United States and settled near Chambersburg, Pa., where the rest of his days were 
spent, and where his son, Rev. J. R. Gilland, was born and reared, his education being 
received in Jefferson college. The mother’s people were descended from Robert Gibbes, a 
colonial governor of South Carolina, and the maternal grandfather, Wilmot S. Gibbes, was 
a physician of considerable note in Chester district, South Carolina. Mrs. Mary C. (Gibbes) 
Gilland was a granddaughter of Chancellor De Saussure, of the Palmetto state. Judge 
J. D. Gilland was educated by his father in his youth, and began life for himself as a 
teacher. He went to Arkansas in 15638, and followed this calling in Mount Holly, Camden 
and College Hill, after which he went to Missouri, and read law at Palmyra. In September, 
1871, he came to Mississippi, and settled at Raymond, where he continued the study of 
law, and was admitted to the bar in May, 1872, and began practicing his calling at that 
place. He soon moved to Vicksburg, however, and was located here in constant practice 
until he was appointed to the bench in February, 1890. He has been very suecessful in 
adjusting the differences of the people of this district, is an eminent and able jurist, and is 
deservedly popular. He is a self-made man, and for a time was one of the leading members 
of the Vicksburg bar, but is now one of the most popular judges of the state. He was 
one of the incorporators of the People’s Savings bank, of Vicksburg, of the Hills City Oil 
mills, is a stockholder in the Vicksburg Compress association, and is the owner of a fine 
home on Cherry street. He is a member of the Knights of Honor, and is an elder in the 
Presbyterian church, in which he and his family are members. He was married in 1872 
to Mrs. Emily J. (Lundie) Sherard. 

That substantial and highly respected citizen, William A. Gillespie, Greenwood, Miss., 
is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Mercer county, December 25, 1832. His father, John 
Gillespie, was also a native of the Keystone state, born in Washington county about the 
year 1800. Samuel Gillespie, the father of John, removed with his family to Mercer county 
at an early day, and was prominently identified with the settlement and development of that 
county. For thirty years he was a magistrate, and was aman honored by all who knew 
him. The Gillespies are of Scotch-Irish descent, and were among the earliest settlers of the 
state of Pennsylvania. John Gillespie passed his youth in Mereer county, Penn., and was 
there married to Sarah Clark, a native of New Jersey, and a daughter of Samuel Clark, one 
of the pioneers of Mercer county. Mr. Gillespie was a trader and speculator, and for a 
number of years was engaged in boating and trading on the Mississippi, Ohio, and Yazoo 
rivers; he owned and operated a trading boat for a long time. He owned a store at Black 
Hawk, Miss., where he carried on an extensive trade. His death occurred in 1846; his widow 
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lived until 1850. William A Gillespie is the third born of a family of seven children who 
grew to mature years: One brother, John W. G., is in the tobacco trade in Philadelphia, 
Penn.; J. J. C. Gillespie is in the railroad business in Chicago (these two gentlemen were in 
the Federal army during the Civil war); the fourth son is engaged in the mercantile trade in 
Pennsylvania. William A. passed his youth in acquiring an education and in learning the 
carpenter's trade. In 1552 he came South, being then only twenty years of age, and located 
at Greenwood. He at once engaged in the business of building and contracting, and contin- 
ued this work fora period covering several years. In 1561 he enlisted in the Confederate 
army, joining the twentieth Mississippi volunteer infantry as a private; he was made sergeant, 
and his regiment jomed the Army of Virginia, but was soon transferred to the Western army. 
He was afterward put on detached duty at Mobile, Ala., and there he worked in the 
shipyards, assisting in the building of the ram Tennessee. He participated in the engave- 
ment at Fort Donelson, was taken prisoner and sent to Chicago, where he was held at 
Camp Douglas for several months; he was paroled, returned to Mobile, and remained there 
until the close of the war. After the declaration of peace he came back to Greenwood, 
where he again took up the duties of life. He has built up a business second to none in 
the community. He has erected a great many residences and business houses in this and 
adjoining counties, and by his faithful and conscientious dealing he has won for himself a 
a reputation which would credit any calling in life. He is conservative in his political 
opinions, but acts with the democratic party. He has represented the people in several local 
offices, has been a member of the town board, and of the board of supervisors, being presi- 
dent of the latter body. In the discharge of all public duties he has shown that same fidel- 
ity which has characterized all his transactions in life. He was married in De Soto county, 
Miss., November 14, 1855, to Miss Rachel Emma Hudson, a native of Tennessee, but reared 
in the north of Mississippi. Her father, John C. Hudson, was prominently identified with 
the early settlement of Marshall county, Miss., and was in the battle of New Orleans with 
General Jackson. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Gillespie: Charles C. is 
assessor of Le Flore county and a merchant of Greenwood; Carrie E., a graduate of the State 
university of Oxford, Miss., is also engaged in the mercantile trade at Greenwood, where she 
carries a full line of books, stationery and notions (she is doing a good business, and fur- 
nishes yet another example of woman’s ability to enter the arena of trade with man); William 
D. is a law student in Texas, and Sallie FE. is a student at the college at Columbus, Miss. 
Six children of Mr. and Mrs. Gillespie died either in infancy or early childhood. The family 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, where they are active, consistent workers. 
Fraternally Mr. Gillespie is identified with the Masonic order, being a member of the blue 
lodge and chapter; he has represented his lodge at the grand lodge of Mississippi for thirty 
years, and is well and favorably known in Masonie circles throughout the state. He is one of 
the leading citizens of Greenwood, and a man whose genial manners and upright dealings 
have won a host of friends. 

Z. 'T. Gilmer, farmer, Hazel Dell, Miss., enjoys the reputation of being a substantial and 
progressive farmer and an intelligent and thoroughly posted man in all publie affairs. Hts 
father, Robert Gilmer, was a native Virginian, and when a young man started with his parents 
to Texas. He stopped, however, in Chickasaw county, Miss., but the parents moved on to the 
Lone Star state, and the father died on the road. The mother located in Texas, and there her 
death occurred in 1875, at the advanced age of one hundred and one years. The father of 
our subject was married in Chickasaw county, Miss., to Miss Sallie Griffin, a native of Mis- 
sissippi, and their union resulted in the birth of eleven children, Z. T. Gilmer being seventh 
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in order of birth. The father removed to Alcorn county, Miss., bought land, and engaged in 
farming, but in connection also carried on the carpenter trade. He was an honest, practical 
farmer, and never cared for official honors. His wife died at home, near Rienzi, in 1862, and 
the father was married the second time, in 1865, to Mrs. Amelia Slaughter, a widow with 
three children. This marriage resulted in the birth of three children. Z. T. Gilmer was 
born in Rienzi, Aleorn county, Miss., on the 11th of October, 1853, and was but a small boy 
when his father married his second wife. Thinking his stepmother unkind to him, Z. T. did 
not live at home, but, with his three sisters, went to live with an elder brother, who was mar- 
ried. He remained with his brother until eighteen years of age, and in the meantime moved 
with him to Alabama, where, when but eighteen years of age, he was married to Miss Sarah C. 
McDonald, a native of Georgia. Her parents moved from Georgia to Alabama when she was 
small, and her father was a railroad man. Mr. Gilmer remained in Alabama until 1890, and then 
bought his present farm in Prentiss county, Miss. This consists of six hundred and forty 
acres of excellent land, with about one hundred acres under cultivation, and it is one of the 
best improved and most beautiful farms in the county. Mr. Gilmer is progressive and enter- 
prising, and a very successful farmer. During the three years he was a resident of Birming- 
ham, Ala., he worked at the carpenter trade and followed bridge building for the Louisville 
& Nashville railroad for ten years. He and Mrs. Gilmer are members of the Baptist church, 
and, although but comparatively new residents in the county, they have already won a host 
of warm friends. They have no children, but Mr. Gilmer is a liberal contributor to schools, 
churches, ete. 

Col. Isaac N. Gilruth, Yazoo City, Miss., has been prominently identified with the fort- 
unes of Yazoo City and Yazoo county since 1865, at which time he located there. | He was 
born in Scioto county, Ohio, May 24, [S41, and is the seventh of the eight children born to 
William and Rebecca (Austin) Gilruth, natives of Virginia. His father was reared in Ohio, 
and was engaged in agricultural pursuits. He was a man of fine business qualifications, and 
became one of the wealthy men of theScioto valley. He lived a quiet life devoted to his family. 
All of his children lived to mature age, and each one had a liberal education. He died in 
1878, at the age of eighty-four years. His parents were Thomas and Mary (Ingles) Gilruth, 
natives of Perthshire, Scotland. Thomas Gilruth was one of the pioneers of Ohio, and was 
one of the early settlers on the French grant in the Scioto valley. Isaae N. was reared in 
the Buckeye state and received his education in the common schools of his native county. 
The breaking out of the late Civil war prevented his pursuing a college course. In 1861 he 
enlisted in company F’, Twenty-seventh Ohio volunteer infantry, as heutenant, and was_pro- 
moted to the rank of colonel and brevet brigadier-general, holding all the offices from that 
of heutenant to the last named. He participated in the battles of Corinth, Resaca, around 
Atlanta, and was with Sherman on his famous march to the sea; he was in the fight at Benton- 
ville, the last of the war. He was mustered out at Louisville, Ky., after which he returned 
to his home. In the same year, 1865, he came to Yazoo county, as before stated. He has 
since been very extensively engaged in planting and merchandizing, and has one of the 
largest plantation supply stores in Yazoo City and doing an aunual business of $150,000. 
He owns a private cotton warehouse having a capacity of twelve hundred bales, and is one of 
the largest cotton dealers in the place. He is also a director of the Bank of Yazoo City, as 
well as of the Yazoo City Oil Works company. He is the largest taxpayer in the county, 
and furnishes an excellent example of what a Northern man may accomplish in the South. 
Colonel Gilruth was married in 1872 to Miss Julia M. Devlin, a native of Mississippi and a 
daughter of Col. J. M. Devlin, of Winona, Miss., a large cotton factor of that place. Six 
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children have been born of this union: Pauline, Georgiana, Willie, Isaac N., Jr., Lockie and 
Thomas K. Mrs. Gilruth is a worthy member of the Presbyterian church. Although Col- 
onel Gilruth was a soldier in the Union army, he is deeply interested in the South and 
its prosperity, and is highly esteemed by his felloweitizens. 

Max Ginsburger, merchant, of the well known firm of Ginsburger & Wile, leading 
business men of Grenada, is a self-made man in every sense of the term and deserves the 
encomiums of all for his pluck and energy. His life affords an example that well might be 
imitated by the young men of to-day, for at an early age he was thrown on his own resources 
and had to fight his own way in life. He was born in Jeffersonville, Ind., in 1852, and was 
the son of Morris and Theresa (Wile) Ginsburger, natives of Bavaria, Germany, where they 
resided until 1848, when they crossed the ocean to America. They then followed peddling 
until the death of the father in 1854. The mother, who is now sixty-nine years of age, 
resides in Grenada with her son Max. There were only two children born to this marriage, 
our subject, who is the elder, and Mollie, who also resides in Grenada. ‘The latter’s birth 
occurred about two months after the death of the father. Max Ginsburger commenced life 
in Louisville, Ky.. as a bootblack and newsboy, and in 1865 came to Mississippi, where he 
engaged as salesman in the store of Mr. Wile. He continued in that position until 1870, 
when he became a partner, forming the above firm. Success is the best test of merit in this 
life, and Mr. Ginsburger is in every way a successful man. The firm does an annual busi- 
ness of $100,000 and handles about three thousand bales of cotton yearly. Mr. Ginsburger 
is president of the Compress company, is one of the directors of the Merchants’ bank and is 
also engaged in planting in this and adjoining counties. He was a member of Gov. Lowry’s 
staff in 1887 and 1890, and was commissioned major while serving as aid-de-camp. He was 
chairman of the democratic executive committee of this county for four years and also chair- 
man of the district democratic executive committee for the same length of time. He wasa 
member of the congressional committee for four years and has been a member of the board 
of aldermen of Grenada. He is a stanch democrat and takes a decided interest in all 
political affairs as well as everything else pertaining to the welfare of the county or state. 
He is a member of Grenada lodge No. 6, 1 O. O. F., and of the Knights of Pythias, lodge 
No. 8. Heis a very popular man in the county, and no one has a larger speaking acquaint- 
ance than he. The compress was bought in 1881 at a cost of $17,000 by Nichols & Wilder, 
succeeded by Mr. Ginsburger. This has a capacity of four hundred and fifty bales of cotton 
per day. 

Robert Gordon, planter, was born in Dayidson county, Tenn., in 1844, son of Robert 
Bell and Sarah A. Gordon. His father was born in 1517, in Davidson county. He was a 
graduate of a well-known educational institute at Nashville, Tenn., and for several years, 
after completing his education, was salesman in different stores in Mississippi and Tennessee. 
In 1840 he married Sarah A. Ogborn, of Tennessee, who bore him seven children, all of whom 
are dead, with the exception of Robert Gordon, the subject of our sketch. Robert Gordon 
was the son of James and Margaret (Bell) Gordon, the former born in Scotland, in 1779, and 
emigrating to America in 1SO0, locating in Nashville, Tenn. He was three times married— 
first, to Miss Bell; second, to Miss Huesdon; third, to Miss Isabella McNeir. He was a man 
of considerable wealth, owning several steamboats, one of which was the Brandywine.  Be- 
sides these interests, he was also a merchant and successful farmer. He died in 1853. James 
Gordon’s brother, uncle to the late Robert B. Gordon, was also a native of Seotland, who 
came to America in 1510, settling in Mississippi in 1830. Before the war he was known as 


one of the wealthiest men in the South, if not in the Union. At one time he paid taxes on 
50 
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more than $1,000,000 worth of assessable property. He was the owner of five hundred slaves, 
and owned the site and laid out the city of Aberdeen, Miss., besides being the proprietor of 
the greater part of the land adjoining the town on the west. Robert Gordon received his 
education at the Kirkwood school, at Nashville, Tenn., and during all of his active career he 
led the life of a planter. He was married, in 1877, to Thrace Easley, and has two children, 
named Anna and Robert Easley. Mr. and Mrs. Gordon are devout members and helpful 
supporters of the Methodist Episcopal church, and Mr. Gordon is a member of the Knights 
of Honor, and is also identified with the Farmers’ Alliance. For eight consecutive years he 
held the office of commissioner of elections, and has always taken an active part in the local 
political affairs. He was especially active in the political revolution of 1875, when the state 
was wrenched from the power of the carpet-bageers and redeemed to the democratie party. 
Soon after the outbreak of the war, Mr. Gordon enlisted in company C of the First Tennessee 
regiment, but closed his career as a cavalry scout. He took part in the battles of Mis- 
sionary ridge, Cheat mountain, Chickamauga, Balte, and in the Georgia campaign. Thrace 
Easley, now Mrs. Gordon, was the daughter of Robert W. and Jane A. Easley. Her father 
was a planter early in life, but later read law, and engaged in the practice of that profession. 
Robert W. Easley, her brother, is practicing law in Florida. 

Dr. Thomas Hill Gerdon, a practicing physician and surgeon of Oakland, Yalobusha 
county, was born in Grenada in 1547. Grenada was then in Yalobusha county. Now it is in 
Grenada county. He was a son of Hilliard J. and Hannah Wright Gordon. His father was 
born in Anson county, N. C., in 1S11. His mother, also a native of North Carolina, was born 
in 1824. In 1846, Mr. Gordon, then unmarried, removed to Carroll county, and Mrs. Gordon 
came with her parents to the same county soon after. They were married in Carroll county 
in 1846 and settled in Grenada, and have lived in that county ever since. Mr. Gordon was 
a carpenter, and then he became a planter, in which latter occupation he was fairly successful. 
He served in the militia during the Civil war. He was a member of the Masonic lodge at 
Grenada. Both he and his wife have been active workers in the church interests. Prof. 
James Gordon, grandfather of our subject, was of Scotch descent, but is thought to have 
been born in North Carolina, where he spent his life and became a prominent educator. He 
was for many years a magistrate aud represented Anson county in the state legislature. 
Taken all in all, he was a prominent man in his part of the state. He reared a family of 
four sons and five daughters, of whom Hilliard J. was the only one who came to Mississippi. 
He was a man noted for great firmness of character, for successful teaching, an able consery- 
ator of such public interests as were entrusted to him. His grandfather on his mother’s 
side was Thomas H. Wright, also a native of North Carolina, who lived in his native state 
until about 1527, when he removed to Carroll county, Miss., where he and his wife, who was 
Miss Pricilla Kinneair, both died, one about 1866, and the other ISS6. He was a well-to-do 
planter, and he served his town as magistrate for many years. Our subject was the eldest 
of nine children, all but one of whom are living. Their names are as follows in the order of 
their nativity: Thomas Hill; Buckner, now a resident of North Carolina; William; Hilliard J.; 
Sallie, wife of Jacob Dubard of Grenada county; Susan, now Mrs. Willey Beard, also of Grenada 
county; Eliza, wife of W. B. Barnes, of the firm of Cuff & Barnes, merchants of Grenada 
county; Ellen, who died at the age of sixteen. The Doctor received his edueation principally 
at Grenada. From 1566 to 1870 he was successfully engaged in teaching school and in the 
prosecution of his medical studies. He read for his profession with the late Dr. W. W. Hall, 
of Grenada. In 1872 and 1873 he attended the Louisville Medical college. In 1875 he 
graduated from the medical college of Alabama at Mobile, and began the practice of his pro- 
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fession in Carroll county. Two years later, he moved to Grenada county, where he remained 
for one year, going thence to Tillatoba, where he made his home for four years, when he re- 
moved to Oakland, where he has built up a good practice and ranks among the best physicians 
of this section. He is a fellow ofthe Mississippi state medical association. In March, 1880, 
he married Miss Lizzie R., daughter of John and Mary A. i. Tatum, both natives of Georgia, in 
which state they were married in 1844, coming immediately after to Tallahatchie county, 
where they settled upon a small improvement, which they cultivated and so managed that it 
came to be known as one of the best farms thereabout. Upon this place they lived until 18582, 
since which time they have been residents of Oakland. Mr. Tatum is a man of good natural 
abilities and was fairly well educated. He began life with next to nothing, and has acquired 
a valuable property. He is of quiet disposition, industrious, friendly and universally es- 
teemed for his fairness andhonesty. He is now about seventy-two years old and with his 
wife is a member and attendant upon the services of the Methodist Episcopal church. They 
became the parents of eight children but one of whom lived: Mrs Gordon, who was born in 
Tallahatchie county. The Doctor is a member of the Masonic fraternity and has long been 
identified with the Oakland lodge No. 82, A. F. & A. M. He is also a member of the Gren- 
ada lodge of Knights of Pythias and of the Farmers’ Alliance. He and his wife are also 
members and liberal supporters of the Methodist Episcopal church. Doctor and Mrs. Gor- 
don, with Mr. and Mrs. Tatum—the latter’s parents—are living as one family in Oakland and 
own together about three thousand acres of land, most of which is well cultivated, and they 
also own a valuable steam saw and gristmill. Like his father-in-law, the former started in 
life poor, but he has been persevering and energetic and has succeeded beyond his expecta- 
tions. Upon their large plantation they produce about two hundred bales of cotton annually, 
besides a sufficient quantity of hay, corn and other farm products to supply the plantation. 
Mr. Tatum, who has passed his threescore years and ten, is personally supervising the plan- 
tation to a considerable extent. The Doctor stands high both in private and professional life, 
and has been more than ordinarily successful in his profession and financially. His wife is 
a graduate of the State female college, Memphis, Tenn., and a lady of education and refine- 
ment. Their sunny, Southern home is one of the pleasantest and most hospitable imaginable. 

George Morgan Govan, secretary of state for the state of Mississippi, was born in 
the county of Marshall, now a part of Benton county, Miss., October 30, 1840, being a son of 
Andrew R. and Mary P. (Jones) Govan, the former of whom was a native of South Carolina, 
of which he was a prominent resident. He was educated at Columbia college, and became 
by oceupation a planter, which calling he followed extensively. In 1826 he was elected to 
the United States congress from the Orangeburg district, where he was born and reared, and 
was contemporaneous with Clay, Webster and Calhoun. He retired from congress and active 
politics to give his whole time to his large agricultural interests, and after living for some 
time in Tennessee, emigrated to Holly Springs, Miss., where he had previously purchased a 
large tract of land. He remained there engaged in planting up to the time of his death, 
which occurred in June, 1841. His father, Andrew, was a native of Scotland. Mary P. 
Jones was born in New Berne, N. C., and was there reared by her uncle, Eaton Pugh, a 
prominent man of that state. Her father was a ship merchant, of English ancestry. She 
died in 1888S at the advanced age of eighty-eight years. There were born to this couple 
eight children: Eaton P., Daniel C., John J., William H., Andrew R., George M., Sally G. 
and Bettie C. Sally G. was married to Christopher H. Mott, who was the second brigadier- 
general appointed from Mississippi to serve the Confederacy. It was General Mott who raised 
the first war regiment in Mississippi for the entire war—the Nineteenth Mississippi—of 





, 
/ 
j 
i J) 
wad j ) at . 
j : | ti 
role, Bre Mee ee 
f rttsiyi re 0 . 
aT | 
’ at : 
j ad 
' ¥ r 
' ry “ 
nae ee Lacy By 
ez 
es 
, , 





























“eH .colloom ald Ye 
of, JC bei 22h Bakvaanis qa 
awww wold ndnte oil 

pi haliton yeddermalve 
ond #8 nmwoud dof ann - 


it { erage rep) agizet Lote rR - 


how ¢litet enw few acitifica 

p 3 hoqog sliastey a 
eee a FF in? aiil 10? homed ~ 

thuctia baw vedment @ rt aliw 

93 St swan 

- ] noes dilate lalla? 


AF ewe SHAY t) “ght iti ‘4 hatin ri 


iddeiart ja swhol abe 





minoggie Liredi! bas evedanes 
at el tiveyz ae) ae 
t 3 rou 7 Pe r4 wwe 
at. alder j 1 oaks 
J A ons f Yoret ROCHE ohil 
versio dftra 2 nabbed 
peas Me T am rigv..ceuesa’l at 
j : wind 
j " roi ts 
Fe fy p nae 
2 i5dT dient 
; ( C) yy yey 
(phason. itt 
: r ; tf 4} hf SEM 
a a | 
, fepten yy veep 
; RETSEOOO OT 
) ; ind F att al} 
, ry 1) / 
erm @y tif "f 
f ett maek 
0 dont oeeral 
In Sid 
an tt we CMa lie, 
Tet Wome jaa be 


a pear Vines Mit mis | 


; a } i! 
it ig + & tte 


fn 
° tr if * 
dois 2hovblidaddwie, 
t , ~- nt rf ‘y 
aitne 7”) atiett baa. 


f 5 seperti belau avihe he | 


*~ 7 
wen «sit 


798 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


which he was made colonel, with L. Q. C. Lamar, his law partner, as lieutenant-colonel. He 
was made brigadier-general in 1862, and was killed at Williamsburg on the retreat from 
Yorktown. His body was temporarily buried at Richmond, but was subsequently brought to 
Holly Springs, where it is now reposing. He was a soldier in the Mexican war with Jeffer- 
son Davis in the First Mississippi. Eaton P. died in 1880, and Andrew R. was killed at the 
battle of Chickamauga in 1863, holding the rank, at the time of his death, of heutenant- 
colonel of the Seventeenth Mississippi, in Humphrey’s brigade. George M. Govan’s early 
life was like that of most planters’ sons. He attended the old fieldschools when they were 
in session, and otherwise occupied his time in social and sportive amusements. At the age 
of fifteen he was sent to St. Thomas hall at Holly Springs, which was founded by the cele- 
brated Dr. Francis L. Hawks, and this school he attended until the war came on, when he 
enlisted in the service March 27, 1861. He was mustered into company B, Ninth Mississippi, 
at Holly Springs, and sent to Florida, where the regiment was organized, and remained 
at that point until February, 1862, when the regiment was ordered to Cumberland Gap. 
The men had enlisted for twelve months and at the expiration of that time they were mus- 
tered out of service, this being on the 12th of March. Mr. Govan returned home, raised a 
company of new men, and was elected first lheutenant. It was mustered into company I, 
Ninth Mississippi, at Corinth, which regiment formed a part of General Chalmer’s brigade. 
He was subsequently raised to the rank of captain. When E. C. Walthall was made briga- 
dier-general, Captain Govan was appointed inspector-general on his staff. Upon General 
Walthall’s promotion to major-general, he was made inspector-general of Walthall’s division, 
in which position he served until the reorganization of the army—a month before the close 
of the war—when he was made major of the Twenty-fourth Mississippi regiment, which 
was formed by the consolidation of the Twenty-fourth, Twenty-seventh, Twenty-ninth, 
Thirtieth and Twenty-fourth, the regiments originally composing General Walthall’s brigade: 
Major Govan served in this capacity until the surrender of General Johnston’s army at Greens- 
boro, N. C., when he returned home. His first engagement after he left Pensacola was at 
Mumfordsyille, Ky., in September, 1862. In this fight his company lost heavily, all the 
officers but himself being wounded, also many of the men. Following this was the Ken- 
tucky campaign under General Bragg. His command missed the fight at Perryville, having 
been sent to head off Gen. Jefferson C. Davis of the Federal army, who was moving to form 
a junction with General Buell. The next engagement he was in was at Murfreesboro, in 
December, 1863, in which fight his regiment held the extreme right the first day and suffered 
severely. They fell back to Shelbyville, where Major Govan, having been placed on the 
staff of General Walthall, reported to that officer for duty. As a staff officer he participated 
in the battles of Chickamauga, Lookout mountain and Missionary ridge. Then followed 
the Atlanta campaign, in which he took part in the battles of Resaca, Cassville, Kenesaw 
mountain, New Hope church, Peach Tree creek, and the fight on the 21st and 22d around 
Atlanta and Jonesboro. From there his regiment joined Hood in his march back to Tennes- 
see, and in their movements their troops used the same breastworks that had protected the 
Federal army but a few days before in their march to Atlanta. They crossed the Tennessee 
river at Florence, where followed the battle of Franklin, and the first and second days’ fights 
around Nashville, which forced the retreat of Hood, the recrossing of the Tennessee into 
Mississippi to Tupelo, where his army rested until ordered to North Carolina, where General 
Johnston again took command. The battle of Bentonville soon followed, which ended the 
military career of Major Govan. He then returned home to more agreeable pursuits, feel- 
ing that though the cause for which he had offered his life, and had given four years of val- 
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uable time, had been defeated, yet he had discharged his duty faithfully and to the best of 
his ability. He was conspicuous in action for his coolness and bravery, and was beloved by 
his men. 

After his return home he engaged in farming and took an active part in politics against 
the radical party, and when the democrats came into power in 1876 he was _ elected 
clerk of the house of representatives, being reélected in I1S77-S. At the expiration of 
his term he retired to private life, and ounce more began giving his attentiou to his farm- 
ing interests. In ISSO he was appointed secretary and treasurer of the Mississippi Valley 
company, a corporation owned by the Illinois Central railroad company, and moved to 
Macomb City, Pike county, Miss., where he and his family still reside, to assume the duties 
of the office. In ISS4 he was elected to the legislature from the counties of Pike and 
Amite. In 1885 he was nominated by the democratic convention held at Jackson as secretary 
of state, and was elected and installed into office in January, 1886. In 1889 he was re- 
nominated for the same position, which was a handsome compliment paid to his worth as 
a citizen and his popularity as a public official. Major Govan is possessed of a good 
physique, is about six feet in hight and is well formed, a model of a soldier. His eyes, 
which are hazel, beam with kindness. He wearsa beard and mustache which are tinged 
with gray. He is a man of genial, social tastes; as a friend he is warm and true; as a neigh- 
bor, charitable and kind; and as a citizen, worthy. He was married at Elyton, Ala., 
February 26, 1865,to Jane B., daughter of Cotsby and Eliza Edmonson, of Holly Springs. 
To them three children have been born: Andrew R., Eliza, and Jane H. Major Govan is 
a member of the Masonic order, the A. O. U. W., and the Knights of Pythias. 

The life and character of John Grady, of Adams county, Mississippi, will bear a much 
more detailed history and analysis than is here given, for he has wielded a wide influence, 
and the manner in which he reached his present financial standing denotes him to be an 
individual above the ordinary. He was born in Ireland in 1540, being the fifth child born 
to Daniel and Mary (Higgins) Grady, who came to America in 1850 or 1853 and settled 
in Ohio. They afterward located in Illinois, where the father followed farming until his 
death, which occurred in 1888, his widow still surviving him, making her home in Chicago 
with her eldest child, a daughter. John Grady came to the United States with his mother 
in 1853 and received his education in his native land, in Ohio and Illinois. In 1866 he came 
to Natchez and here at once engaged in merchandising, but the following year returned to 
Chicago and remained a short time. He was then in business in Louisiana for a short time, 
but im 1872 embarked in business at his present stand. He erected his present business 
block in [8S6, it being a two-story frame at the corner of Madison and Cemetery streets, and 
carries & full line of general merchandise, valued at several thousand dollars. Besides this he 
owns seven resideuces in the town. In {S72 he was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Minogue, of Chicago, and by her has two children: Margaret Mary and John. Mr. Grady 
was made a citizen of the United States in 1874, and since that time has taken an active interest 
in the affairs of this country, and being a man of intelligence has kept thoroughly posted up 
with the times. In ISS4 he was elected an alderman from the first ward and has been reélected 
to that position at each succeeding election, being chosen by the democratie party, of which he 
has been a member ever since his naturalization. He has been a member of the St. Joseph T. 
A.B. society since its organization, and its interests he advances in every way in his power. For 
five years he has been chairman of the hospital committee, and in that body is one of its most 
uctive workers. He is essentially a self-made man, is prepossessing in appearance, and in 
his business transactions with the public he has ever been the soul of honor, 
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Hon. F. M. Glass was born in Holmes county, Miss., in 1834, a son of D. S. and Sarah 
(Tubb) Glass, the former of whom was born in Alabama in 1810, and removed to Mississippi 
in 1823, first making a short stay in Pike county. He ther removed to Holmes county, 
where he married, his union resulting in the birth of the following children: F. M., the sub- 
ject of this sketch; Winston, who was born in 1836 and died in 1835; Malinda, born in 1838; 
Nannie, born 1840; Mary, born in 1842; H. C., born 1844; and D. $., born in 1848. An- 
other child died in infancy in Texas in 1843. D. 8S. Glass and bis family resided in Texas 
for about ten years, then returned to“Mfississippi. in which state the mother spent the rest of 
her days. Some time after their return, Mr. Glass went to Canada, where he spent one 
year, and upon his return to his home in Mississippi was taken sick in Ohio, and there died, 
July 3, 1854. His father was one of the first residents of this state, and was here massacred 
by Indians. The maternal grandfather, Samuel Tubb, died about 1838, his widow’s death 
occurring some eight years later. D.S. Glass was an active politician, and served as deputy 
sheriff of Holmes county, Miss., a number of times. He was an active member of the A. F. 
& A. M., and’ assisted in the organization of many lodges throughout this state and also in 
Texas. He assisted in organizing Rusk lodge, in Cherokee county, Tex., besides many 
others. F. M. Glass has spent his life in the state of his birth, and was here united in 
marriage to Miss Minnie A. Wade in 1855, she being also a native of this state, and their 
union has resulted in the birth of the following children: D. E., born in December, 1856, 
was educated in Oxford university, and is now a successful merchant in Florida; Lavesta A. 
- was born in 1859, died in 1860; J. W. was born in 1861; Fred, born in 1864, died in 
infancy; Sallie Kate, born in 1867, died in February, 1889; Lennie A. and Josephine, born 
in 1870, Josephine died in 1871; Winnie C. was born in 1873; Henry Clay, born in 1876; 
Annie May, born in 1879; and Clyde was born in 1581. Mr. Glass has always been a 
planter, and his principal crop has been cotton. He has a comfortable and pleasant home 
in Sallis, and is surrounded by numerous warm personal friends, who adiire and respect him 
for his many estimable qualities of both mind and heart. He has taken an active interest in 
the polities of his state, and has represented Attala county in the state legislature two differ. 
ent terms, was a member of the last constitutional convention, and is now a popular candi- 
date for chancery clerk. His career as a legislator was marked by earnest, conscientious and 
intelligent labor, and he took an active interest and a leading part in the discussions that 
came before that body. He has been a member of the Masonic fraternity since 1558, is a 
Knight Templar, and is a member of Bluff Springs lodge No. 196. He has been a member 
of the I. O. O. F. since 1567, and was at one time a member of the Grange. When the Civil 
war came up he dropped his farming implements and took up arms in defense of the Confed- 
erate cause, becoming a member of company A, Fifteenth Mississippi regiment, with which he 
served throughout the Atlanta campaign, taking part in many important engagements in 
Tennessee and North Carolina. 

In North Carolina in 1824 David C. Glenn was born. His father died when he was very 
young. At an early age he began the study of law with J. W. Chalmers at Holly Springs, 
and in 1842 was admitted to practice, and soon afterward entered actively in the uncertainties 
of politics. In 1544 he went to Jackson, where he soon attracted wide attention for his 
eloquence and brilliance. So rapidly grew his fame that in 184) he was chosen attorney- 
general of the state. He became a member of the Charleston convention and of the Missis- 
sippi secession convention. He favored secession and impressed his individuality upon the 
convention. After. the war he resumed the practice, and in 1869 passed away, leaying a 
memory that is yet fresh and green, 
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Calvin E. Glidewell is an extensive, successful and well-known cotton planter of Chicka- 
saw county, Miss., but is a native of Pickens county, Alabama, where be was born in 1540. 
His parents, William and Salina (Warren) Glidewell, were born in Virginia and Tennessee 
in 1807 and 1813, respectively, their marriage being consummated in 1829. With. his 
youthful bride Mr. Glidewell removed to Alabama in 1830, in which state they became the 
parents of nine children, only three of whom are living at the present time: Martha (Burli- 
son), Calvin KE. and Thomas, the latter a planter in the Lone Star state. After the death 
of the husband and father in 1847 his widow and surviving children removed to Chickasaw 
county, Miss., in 1849, and in their adopted state they began a new life. Calvin E. Glide- 
well, like a dutiful son, remained faithfully by his mother, with the exception of the time he 
spent in the war, until her death in 1888 at the age of seventy-five years. He was married 
in 1869 to Miss Anna McQuarta, by whom he has an interesting family of nine children: 
James, Irwin, Maggie, Mattie, Henry, Lula, Callie, Milton and Stella. Mr. Glidewell, 
although he received a somewhat limited education in his youth, knows the value of a good 
education and is giving his children excellent advantages, the four eldest being attendants of 
the school of Okolona. He and his worthy wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. While engaged in planting in 1S61 the clash of arms cansed him to throw down his 
agricultural implements and take up arms in defense of the land he loved, and in the early 
part of 1861 he became a member of company A, Thirty-first Mississippi regiment, and took 
part in the battles of Shiloh, Vicksburg, Baton Rouge, Peach Tree creek, Atlanta and others, 
and at all times acquitted himself creditably and as becoming a soldier. He was paroled at 
Greensboro, N. C., in 1865 after the surrender of General Lee and returned to his home 
near Okolona, Miss. He has in his possession a Confederate half-dollar which was given to 
him a few days before the final surrender by Jefferson Davis. 

Dr. Locke C. Glover, planter and retired physician of Grenada county, Miss., was 
originally from Tennessee, his birth occurring in Bedford county January 18, 1819. His 
parents, Lancaster and Elizabeth (Locke) Glover, were natives af the Old Dominion, the 
father being born in Sussex county. His mother, with her parents, moved to Tennessee and 
settled in Rutherford county in 1806, her marriage to Lancaster Glover being celebrated on 
Christmas day of the following year. They settled in Bedford county, and there resided 
until 1822, when Madison county, West Tennessee, became their home, and continued to be 
such until December, 1836, during which time they tented at Big Black camp ground on 
six different occasions. They then came to Marshall county, Miss., but returned to Tennes- 
see in 1843, and were residents of Shelby county until their respective deaths in 1858 and 
1853, the father being eighty-three years of age. Both were very active members of the 
Methodist church for upward of forty vears, and the father was class-leader in the same for 


twenty-five or thirty years. In early life he was a machinist and millwright, but in later 
years, or in 1822, he became a moderate planter. His parents died in Virginia when he was 
but a boy. His grandfather was an English sailor, who settled in Virginia at an early day 
and became provisional governor at one time. He reared nine sons, who settled in different 
states. One of the nine sons was the grandfather of the subject of this sketch. The mater- 
nal grandfather, Charles Locke, was a native of Virginia, where he married Mary Batts, and 
about 1806 removed to Rutherford county, Tenn., where he spent his life up to 1837, and 
the remainder of his days in Shelby county, Tenn., his death oceurring about 1845. He was 
of English descent, and followed the oceupation of a planter all his life. Dr. Locke C. 
Glover was the sixth, and is now the only surviving member in a family of thirteen children, 
ten of whom (six boys and four girls) lived to be grown, All of them became members of 
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the Methodist church, and the father and all his sons were members of the Masonic frater- 
nity. Three of the sons lived to be over seventy-three years old, and out of the six three 
became physicians, one (C. C. Glover) a minister and two merchants. All were sober and 
competent business men, and none were ever tried by the church or state for a breach of the 
law so far as Dr. Glover has ever learned. Dr. Locke C. Glover received a classical educa- 
tion in Tennessee and Mississippi, and in 1845-6 he attended medical school at Wetumpka, 
Ala., graduating from the Botanical School of Medicine at Memphis, Tenn., in 1547. He 
subsequently practiced in De Soto county, Miss., for about three years, and then removed to 
Monroe county, thence one year later to Columbus, but only resided there two years, when 
he returned to Aberdeen and vended Glover’s bayberry syrup and liver medicine, and sold 
drugs. In 1858 he moved to Memphis, and practiced there, and also sold Glover’s bayberry 
syrup and liver medicine until 1862. He then practiced in different parts of Mississippi 
until the cessation of hostilities. After this he was engaged in merchandising at West Point, 
of this state, but since 1872 he has been following the oceupation of a planter. His landed 
estate is eight hundred and fifty acres at home, with above two hundred acres cleared, and he 
also has two hundred and sixty acres in Tallahatchie bottom. He was married in 1866 to 
Miss Caroline Lafayette Majet, who was born about 1837 on the farm where the Doctor now 
lives, and who was the daughter of Nicholas Majet |see sketch]. She died in February, 
1880, having borne two children, one now living, Charles Locke Lancaster, who was born 
August 6, 1874, in the house in which the Doctor now lives. He is a brilliant young man 
with a bright future before him. Dr. Glover was a member of the Masonic fraternity in 
Hernando in 1847, and is now demitted from the lodge at Columbus. He was elected to 
take the chapter degrees at Grenada, Miss., in 1864 or 1865, but want of jurisdiction pre- 
vented their being conferred on him. He is also a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. Mr. 
Glover has been a member of the Methodist church for about forty years, and has ever been 
a liberal contributor to its upbnilding and support. te has never been under arrest or 
charged before any court, the church or his lodge with any crime or misdemeanor, and he 
has never been drunk, and does not know that either of his brothers has ever been. 

Dr. William L. Godbold is a practicing physician and surgeon and a successful planter 
of Knoxville, his birth occurring near Meadville in 1837. He is a son of James R. and Vir- 
ginia B. (Sessions) Godbold, the birth of the former occurring in Fairfield district, S. C., in 
1818. When about ten years of age he was brought by his parents to Franklin county, 
Miss., and here he received a common school education. About 1835 he was married and 
settled near Meadville, and about 1851 located at Knoxville, where he died in 1870, a well- 
to-do planter. He was practically a self-made man, and by his industry, economy and close 
adherence to business he accumulated a handsome fortune. While growing up he learned 
lessons of industry, frngality and economy, which he never forgot and which stood him in 
good stead during subsequent periods. His honor was above question, and throughout the 
greater part of a well-spent life he was an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal 
ehurch, of which his wife, who was born in Franklin county, Miss., and died in 1851, was 
alsoa member. After her death Mr. Godbold married again, his second wife being Miss 
Missouri A. Weathersby, who was born in Amite county and was a daughter of Loderick 
Weathersby. Levi Godbold, the grandfather of Dr. William L., was a South Carolinian, 
and about 1828 came to Franklin county, where he spent the rest of his life engaged in 
planting. He and his wife both died within a few hours of each otker in 1869, on the day 
of their sixty-second wedding anniversary. Both had been professed Christians and mem. 
bers of the Methodist church for many years. They reared two sons and three daughters to 
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maturity. Jesse Sessions, the maternal grandfather, was born in the Old North state, 
whence he came at 2 very early day to Franklin county, Miss., where he became a wealthy 
planter and spent the rest of his life. Dr. William L. Godbold is the eldest in a family of 
two sons and one daughter, born to his father’s first marriage: Thomas J., who died in 1867 
while at home from the war on furlongh (he was a lieutenant in the Seventh Mississippi 
infantry); Sarah L. died at the age of nine years, and only the Doctor is left. He received 
his early education in the country schools uear his home, after which he entered Centenary 
college at Jackson, La., after which he began the study of medicine with Dr. Stephen Van 
Allen, a celebrated physician of Franklin county, Miss. Irom that time until the opening 
of the war he attended the University of Louisiana, at which time he joined company K, 
Seventh Mississippi infantry, and for a time operated on the coast of Mississippi and after- 
ward in Tennessee. He was at Shiloh and larmington but the most of the time until 
the close of 1865 he was on detached duty, when his military career ended. After the war 
he resumed his medical studies and in 1868 graduated from the University of Louisiana, 
and has since practiced in and about Knoxville, being one of the leading pbysicians of the 
county. He is exceptionally well known in bis professional capacity, for his efforts have been 
well repaid, and throughout this section his name is almost a household word. He 
served with credit in the legislature in the session of 18S6 aud again in 1S88 and was the 
uuthor of several local bills that became effective. As a legislator he wasnoted for his intel- 
ligence and faithfulness to his principles, characteristics for which he has always been well 
known. In the session of 1886 he was a member of the committee on railroads, public 
health and quarantine and in the next session filled the same position with the exception of 
being on the committee for penitentiaries. or some years after the war he was quite 
active in local politics and through the loug straggle made by the democracy of Mississippi 
to throw off the incubus of Republican misrule, he was ever found at the front, inspired 
by no other motive than a love of country and a patriotic desire to see the government 
of his state restored to the bands of her people. He is a member of the Solomon B. 
Stumpley lodge No. 222 of the A. F. & A. M. at Roxie, of which order he is a warm sup- 
porter. He was married in 1863 to Miss Cornelia, daughter of James and Emily Dunck- 
ley, the father’s birth occurring in South Carolina. When a young wan he became a resi- 
dent of Wilkinson county, Miss., where he was married and spent the rest of his life, fol- 
lowing the occupation of planting. He died in 1876 and his wife in 1872. Mrs. Godbold 
was born in Wilkinson county and is a cultured, refined and intelligent lady, admirably 
qualified to move in the best society circles. She is an earnest member of the Chris- 
tian church. The Doctor is the owner of about one thousand acres of land near Knoxville, 
the most of which he has acquired by inheritance. All measures of morality, temperance, 
education and others of like nature find in him a strong advocate, and it may with truth be 
said he is found among the foremost patrons in any reliable, uplifting movement. 

S. Goldsmith, merchant, Greenville, Miss., is in every sense of the word a selfmade man. 
Beginning business with $140, he has grown up with and materially advanced the interests 
of Greenville as well as bis own, uatil now he is one of the brightest and most prosperous 
merchants of the Yazoo delta. His trade extends to Arkansas and Louisiana as well as the 
length and breadth of Mississippi. Mr. Goldsmith is of foreign nativity, bis birth 
ocenrring in Germany in 1845, and is the second in a family of seven children born to Emanuel 
aud Henrietta (Goetz) Goldsmith, natives also of the old country. S. Goldsmith was 
educated in Germany and came to the United States in 1864, going immediately to Iowa, 
where he clerked in a store at Davenport fortwo years. [rom there he went to New Orleans, 
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thence to Jackson, Miss., and there clerked until September, 1868, after which he returned to 
New Orleans. In December, 1868, he came to Greenville and engaged as clerk for Alexander 
& Marshall, with whom he continued until 1870, after which he was with Wilezinski & Co. 
for one year. In the year 1871 he embarked in the grocery and restaurant business 
for himself, in partnership with M. Sievers, under the tirm name of Goldsmith & Sievers. 
The same year Mr. Goldsmith bought his partner out and thus laid the foundation for bis 
present prosperous calling. He began the wholesale grocery and provision business 
in 1876, and in 1890 separated the retail and wholesale business which is now carried on 
separately. The retail store carries a stock of goods valued at $5,000 and the wholesale stock 
is valued at $20,000. His annual sales equal $250,000. He has fine large stores, has au 
excellent stock of goods and is a popular aud successful business man. In 1889 he erected 
his wholesale business block, its dimensions being 50x173 feet, at the corner of Poplar and 
Washington avenues, and the second floor of this tine brick building is devoted to his large 
cotton salesroom and oftices and the ground floor, besides his own store, is occupied by the 
Bank of Greenville. Mr. Goldsmith has also erected other business houses, which he has 
sold, and in 188d he erected a fine residence on Washington avenue. He also owns a fine 
plantation of three thousand acres, with one thousand acres under cultivation, and has 
cleared and improved the most of it himself. Besides this he owns land in Bolivar and 
Sunflower counties, warehouses on the river front, is a stockholder in the Bank of Green- 
ville, also the Electric Light company, the Delta Insurance company and the Valley Land 
company. In 1871 he wedded Miss Eugenia Newman, a native of Germany, and to them 
have been born eleven children: Emanuel, Archie, Lulu, Leopold, Ralph and Max (twins), 
_ Gertrude, Hazel, Godfrey (deceased), Grover Cleveland (deceased) and Gabriel (deceased). 
Mr. Goldsmith is a member of the Masonic fraternity, American Legion of Honor, the 
Knights of Honor, the Knights of Pythias and Buaibrith Kashershel Bazel. His parents 
are both deceased, the father dying in 1S70 and the mother in 18S2. The former was a mer- 
chant in Laugenselbold, near Frankfort-on-the-Main. 

Nathan Goldstein, a member of the well-known tirm of Weiss & Goldstein, Greenville, 
Miss., was born in Europe in 1848, and when eight years of age went with bis parents to 
England. He subsequently came to the United States, located at New Orleans, and there, 
after completing his education in that city, he eventually embarked in business for himself. 
Thinking that perhaps he could further his interests he came to Greenville, Miss., in 1860, and 
four years later became a partner with Mr. Weiss under the firm name of Weiss & Goldstein, 
which enterprise has become one of the most prosperous ones in Yazoo delta. Since the 
death of Mr. Weiss the business has been conducted by Mr. Goldstein, but the firm: name 
has not been changed, the former partner’s interests being still retained by Mrs. Weiss. 
This firm does a large plantation supply business, carries a general stock of merchandise and 
also does a wholesale trade. Since his arrival in Greenville Mr. Goldstein has been most 
active in town development, and if he can prevent it no worthy movement is allowed to fail 
for want of support. He was for many years an active member of the town council and in 
1881 he was elected a member of the board of supervisors. He was at once made president 
and has been the presiding officer of the board since. He has been a promoter and an 
officer in nearly all the commercial enterprises of Greenville; is a stock holder in all the 
banks and a director and officer in most of them; is one of the oflicial board of the Cotton 
Compress’ works; is president of the Delta Liquor & Tobacco company; vice president of 
the Delta Insurance company and president of the Cotton exchange. He is a moving 
spirif in wl] commercial enterprises of the town and most of them owe mueh to his eyconrage 
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ment and activity. Ten years ago he organized a Hebrew congregation and has been its 
president for the past five years. He also assisted in organizing the Hebrew Benevolent 
society, and has been a liberal contributor to it since. In society matters Mr. Goldstein 
has, in the past, been one of the most active members and an organizer and a charter mem- 
ber of most of them. He is a member of the Masonic, the Knights of Pythias, the Elks, 
Legion of Honor and several Hebrew societies, in all of which he has held office and been 
their representative in the grand lodge many times. Heis a gentleman of experience, judy- 
ment and energy, is thoroughly known all over the city, and is everywhere popular. Since 
his marriage to Miss Weiss, in 1876, he has been mainly occupied with his home, which is 
one of the pleasantest in Greenville, and in the active prosecution of his many business 
interests. Mr. and Mrs. Goldstein's union has been blessed by the birth of three children, 
a son and two daughters. In personal appearance Mr. Goldstein is of medium hight, has 
a fair complexiou and is a fine looking gentleman. 

Col. James Gordon was born in Monroe county, Miss., December 6, 1833. He is the only” 
son born to Robert and Mary EK. (Walton) Gordon. He bad a sister who died in childboud. 
His father was a native of Scotland and his mother a native of Amelia county, Va. The for- 
mer came to Mississippi directly from Scotland and located in Monroe county, during the old 
territorial days, when this section was under the control of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, 
whose king was Ish-taho-topa, and his queen was Puc-eaun-la. Colonel Gordon’s parents 
were married in Mouroe county, but moved to Pontotoe county in 1884 and purebased the 
farm which is now occupied by Colonel Gordon. Robert Gordou was a large landowner aud 
slaveowner before the war. One of the pioneers of this section, and practically a successful 
planter, he became well and favorably known throughout the country. He was an honorable 
and hiehminded Christian gentleman. He never aspired to any official position. He and 
his wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal church. He was one of the witnesses of 
the treaty made with the Chickasaws, and he gave his signature as such. He wus a great 
personal friend of the chief, Levi Colbert, whose Indian name was Itawamba. Mr. Gordon 
died in March, 1866, and his wife died in February, 1869, on the farm where Colonel 
Gordon now lives. James Gordon, being the only heir, the old homestead descended 
to him. His father purchased a section of land, which included the home place. 
from the Indians, the owner of this part being named Mollie Gunn, and she deeded 
it to our subject. The father of Mollie Gunn was a native of Virginia, and was 
a tory during the revolutionary days. After coming to Mississippi he maintained his 
loyalty to the British government until he died. Always celebrating the birthday of 
King George IIJ., he refused to let his people celebrate the Fourth of July. Colonel 
Gordon was educated at the University of Oxford, graduating in 1855, and remained on the 
old homestead, pursuing the uneventful life of a planter until the outbreak of the Civil war. 
During this period, in 1856, he represented his county in the state legislature. He made 
several trips to Europe, where be has relatives. In February, 1856, he married Miss C. 
Virginia Wiley, a daughter of Yancey Wiley, of Oxford, Miss. They had two children: 
Annie, born Deceraber, 1856, who is now the wife of J. T. Barrow, of Okolona, Miss., 
and who was edueated at the Chickasaw female college, of Pontoioe; and Robert J... who was 
born July, 1877. Mrs. Gordon is a member of the Presbyterian church. Colouel Gordon 
had been so prosperous that, when the war began, he was the owner of considerable landed 
property and of five hundred slaves. An enthusiast for the cause of the South, he raised the 
first company of cavalry that went from north Mississippi, arming and equipping it out of 
his own private means, Of this organization he was captain. He went with his men directly 
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to Richmond, and the company was attached to the Jeff Davis legion under General Stewart. 
In 1862, after the battle of Seven Pines, he came home and recruited a regiment of cavalry, 
of which he was made colonel. This organization was known as the Second Mississippi reg- 
iment of cavalry, of Armstrong’s brigade. At Corinth Colonel Gordon Jed the advance at 
the beginning of the battle, and covered Van Dorn’s retreat to Holly Springs. He was also 
in the engagements at Iuka, Franklin, and in numerous other important and minor engage- 
ments, from first to last, taking part in thirty-three battles and skirmishes. In 1864, at the 
request of the Selma naval company, he was sent to Mugland by President Davis to purchase 
a privateer for use in the Confederate service. He was successful in the contracting for the 
building of this vessel, and when en route for home, he took the yellow fever at Nassau and 
came very near dying, but arrived safely at Wilmington, N. C., January, 1865, on the day 
that Fort Fisher fell. He had not set foot in town, however, before he was captured by the 
United States troops, and was confined in a prison ship at Old Point Comfort. He succeeded 
in making his escape February, 1865, and went to New York; where he concealed himself 
until the fourth of March, when he managed to get to Canada, where he reported to Jacob 
Thompson, who was an uncle of Mrs. Gordon, and who was a representative of the Confederacy 
there, with headquarters at Montreal. While there he formed the acquaintance of J. Wilkes 
Booth, and from that fact he was suspected by the United States government authorities of 
implication in the assassination of President Lincoln. Securing a pass from General Dix, 
under the provision of which he was permitted to go to New York, he had no great difficulty 
in satisfying the authorities that he was innocent of any participation in the great crime 
mentioned. After taking the oath of allegiance, which was administered by General Dix in 
person, he returned to his home in Pontotoe in July, 1865, and resumed planting on the old 
family homestead. In 1877 he was elected to represent the county in the legislature, and 
he was again elected member of the same house in 1885. Prior to the war Colonel Gordon 
was assessed upon property valued at $1,600,000. He is now the owner of three thousand 
acres of land, one thousand of which are under cultivation. His residence, which is located 
two miles south of Pontotoc, is one of the most stately and elegant in the northern part of 
Mississippi. He is one of the most extensive planters in this part of the state. He has on 
his plantation a herd of thoroughbred Jersey cattle, in which he takes great pride. He is 
widely known as an honorable, highminded gentleman, of no little social and political intlu- 
ence. He has distinguished himself also in the field of literature, having during the past 
twenty years been a frequent contributor to the various Northern journals and periodicals, 
under the nom de plume of Pious Jeems. Among the more prominent magazines for which 
he writes are the Century Magazine, Turf, Field & Harm, of New York, and the American 
Field, of Chicago. His works have also appeared in the London Ficld and in many other 
high-class periodicals, his contributions beiug much sought. His importance as a resident 
of Pontotoc is enhanced by the fact that he is the oldest citizen known to other men in this 
town and county. He is a wember of the democrat state committee, and has been in attend- 
ance at almost all of the democratic state conventions for many years, taking an active part in 
the political affairs of Mississippi and being acknowledged as a political leader in this com- 
munity. He has been for many years a member of the Masonic fraternity and is a Knight 
Templar. All his life the Colonel has been a diligent student, not only of books, but of 
human nature and the works of God spread about him on all sides. His library is one of 
the finest in this part of the state. While a member of the legislature he secured the benetit 
of the convict labor in the building of the narrow gauge railroad from Middleton, Tenn., to 
Pontotoc, The people of this part of the state give him full eredit for the legislation in 
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which the construction of this road was made possible. His services in this direction having 
been recognized by the management of the railway, they gave to him a life pass over the 
line. There is no man in this section who has the general interest nearer at heart than 
Colonel Gordon. In the work which he has accomplished for his fellow men there has been 
so much good that he has been everywhere known to be a humanitarian. His interest in 
churches, sebools and all other laudable public enterprises bas been great, and his contribu- 
tions have been willing and liberal, and he is of so genial and friendly a nature that he is 
well liked by all who have the honor of his acquaintance. 

James B. Gordon, of Jacksonville, a highly successful planter of Kemper county, Miss., 
was born October 30, 1856, and is a son of James J. and Catherine (Reardon) Gordon. The 
father was born in Sumter county, S. C., October 16, 1829, and was ason of John Gordon. 
He was reared to the life of a farmer, but was at one time interested in the mercantile trade 
in South Carolina. In 1856 he removed to Kemper county, Miss., and engaged in agricul- 
ture. At the time of his death he owned one hundred and sixty acres of land. He was mar- 
ried in South Carolina, and nine children were born of the union: Virginia G., Susan E., 
James B., John S., Mary C., Samuel C., William R., Linnie F'.,and J. J. The father died 
in Kemper county in 1873, May 23. He was a member of the Presbyterian chureh and be- 
longed to the I. O. O. F., being an officer of the lodge. -He spent four years in the service 
of the South, enlisting in the Thirteenth Mississippi regiment. He took a deep interest in 
his fellow men, and was always ready to help any cause that would be of general benetit. 
His wife is a daughter of William and Susan Reardon. Mrs. Gordon is a member of the 
Presbyterian church, and a resident of Kemper county. James B. passed his childhood in 
this county, as he was but two months old at the time his parents removed to the county. 
He was united in marriage October 26, 1882, to Bettie Clark, and three children have been 
born to them: Alline, Mary and Jessie. Mr. Gordon is a member of the Presbyterian 
church, and his wife belongs to the Baptist society. Potiticaily he adheres to the principles 
of the democratic party. He owns five hundred acres of good farming land, and has been 
very successful in ali the branches of husbandry which he has taken up. He is a man of 
honor and integrity, and has the confidence and respect of all who know him. 

Rev. Cornelius W. Grafton is a worthy Christian gentleman and throughout the forty- 
five years of his life, whatever his hand, heart or mind has found to do he has done it with 
all his might. He has devoted his time to the spiritual and mental wants of his fellow mor- 
tals aad has done far more than the ordinary man to raise the standard of morality in the 
different localities in which his lot has been east. He is a man of fine presence and in his 
hosom there beats a heart that is warm enough to sympathize with the sufferings of all hn- 
manity, and not one of the human family was ever turned from his door hungry, or cold 
from nakedness. He is always ready to lend a listening hand to the woes of the afflicted 
and needy, and his purse is ever open to the wants of the poor. It can be truly said of 


9 


him that ‘‘ he is one of nature’s noblemen. She Grafton family was among the early set- 
tlers of Adams county, Miss., for there Thomas Grafton the paternal grandfather of Rev. 
Cornelius Grafton settled about the year 1S00. He was very patriotic and at the opening 
of the war of 1812 enlisted under General Jackson and participated in the noted battle of 
New Orleans, being one of the ‘‘cotton bale sharpshooters.’’ Irom Adams he removed to 
Jefferson county, but a few years later removed to Madison county, where he reared his fam- 
ily of five sons and three daughters, all of whom grew to mature years, married and be 
came the heads of families. Of that family three sons andtwo daughters survive. George 


Grafton, one of the members of this family and the father of the subject of this sketch, was 
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born in Jefferson county in 1822, but after his removal to Madison county he was married 
there to Miss Rebecca Patrick, a native of Adams county, anda daughter of Captain Patrick 
of that county. After his marriage, Mr. Grafton began devoting his time to the noble pursuit 
of farming but dropped all personal considerations when the war came up to aid the South- 
ern cause, being in an escort company until near the close of hostilities. He returned 
home to tind his plantation laid in waste, but without stopping to brood over the results of 
the war he immediately put his shoulder to the wheel, resumed planting and in time par- 
tially retrieved his shattered fortunes. He died in November 1887, his wife having passed 
from life in 1875, their union having been blessed in the birth of three sons and two daugh- 
ters. Rev. Cornelius Grafton, one of these children, was born in Madison county, Deeem- 
ber 21, 1846, and his youth up to sixteen years of age was spent in his native county. In 
1864, imbued with the spirit of the times, he entered the Confederate army, serving first for 
a short time in Cowan’s battery of light artillery, after which he joined his father in Lor- 
ing’s escort and afterward served in Morgan’s cavalry brigade, following the varying for- 
tunes of this brilliant cavalry leader until near the close of the war, when he was 
transferred to Wirt Adams’ command, receiving his parole at Gainesville, Ala. Soon after 
his return home he entered a preparatory school in Rankin county, and from this institution 
entered the University of Mississippi at Oxford, where he took a most thorough course, grad- 
uating in 1868 with the highest honors of his class. He at onee engaged in teaching school 
at Sardis, Miss., where he taught for five sessions, entering in IS71 the theological semi- 
nary at Columbia, S. C., and graduating in 1873 after having taken a two years’ course. 
He was licensed to preach in 1872 by the presbytery of Central Mississippi and after com- 
pleting his theological studies he was ordained by the presbytery of Mississippi and was 
given charge of the Presbyterian church at Union Church, of which he has had charge ever 
since. In 1884 Mr. Grafton was elected principal of the Union Church high school, a po- 
sition he has held ever since although the school has been converted into an academy, and 
under his able management has become one of the best institutions of the kind in the state. 
Mr. Grafton has had several additional buildings erected, to accommodate the increasing 
number of his pupils, and for the instruction of the one hundred and fifty pupils of which 
the institution can boast he has a competent corps of five teachers. He is deserving of 
much credit for the progress the institution has made under his charge, for it has been built 
up from the foundation and has been of much benefit to the surrounding country, and a very 
superior class of people now reside in that locality. Mr. Grafton was married in North 
Mississippi, May 14, 1873, to Miss Sune Doak, a daughter of Rev. D. G. Doak, a Presby- 
terian minister. Mrs. Grafton was born in Tennessee, but was reared near Oxford, and was 
a lady of very superior mental endowments. She was called from life in the month of 
June, (885, leaving her sorrowing husband with five small children to care for, the young- 
est being but an infant. Nobly has he fulfilled the duties that have fallen upon him and 
has reared his children unaided, being all in all to them. He is a kind, tender and af- 
fectionate father, and looks after their welfare with the utmost devotion. Their names are, 
Henry Doak, Nellie, Mary, Thomas Buie and Susie. Rev. Grafton is held in the highest 
esteem by all, and is fondly loved by his children, relatives and friends. He is one of the 
most conscientious of workers, and the institution he has founded has done untold good in 
Jefferson and adjacent counties. 

J. M. Grafton, planter, Sharpsburg, Mississippi. The Grafton family is of Scotch-Irish 
descent and a very old and prominent one. The paternal grandfather, Thomas G. Grafton, 
was one of a family of four brothers who emigrated from Yorkville district, South Carolina, and 
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settled in Jefferson county, Mississippi. In 1836 he moved to Madison county of that state, pur- 
chased two hundred and forty acres of land for $10,000 and entered several thousand acres 
at twelve and one-half cents per acre. Of the six sons born to his marriage G. W. Grafton 
was the eldest in order of birth. The latter grew to manhood in Madison county and was 
there married to Miss Rebecca Patrick, a native of Mississippi, who bore him the following 
children: J. M. (subject); C. W., who, after serving for four years in the Confederate 
service, graduated with first honors at Oxford university. He also took a thorough theo- 
logical course at Columbia Theological seminary, South Carolina, and is now president of a 
large school at Union Church, Jefferson county, Miss., which was the first church in Missis- 
sippi and was founded by Mr. Grafton’s great-grandfather; A. M., a farmer and educator 
of Madison county; Laura, wife of J. A. Cook of this county; and Margaret, wife of W. H. 
Brown, also of Madison county. The mother of these children died about 1S80, and the father 
followed her to the grave in 1SSS when seventy years of age. Both were sincere Christians 
and active members of the Presbyterian church, of which Mr. Grafton’s ancestors had been 
members for a number of generations. J. M. Grafton was born in Madison county, Miss., 
in 1844, and was reared to the arduous duties of the farm. At the breaking out of the war, 
or in 1861, he enlisted in company HE, Twenty-fourth Mississippi infantry, when bunt sixteen 
years of age and served through the entire war, participating in. all the engagements in 
which his command took part, including Perryville, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga and Mis- 
sionary ridge. | He was wounded twice in Kentucky and was captured at Missionary ridge. 
After returning home he engaged in farming and school teaching, but is now exclusively 
engaged in the former occupation, farming on a large scale and raising about one hundred 
and fifty bales of cotton yearly. He raises his own corn and forage and is engaged in raising 
stock to some extent, principally mules. He is active in polities and is a democrat. He is 
a member of Pickens lodge, Knights of Pythias, and is a charter member of the Camden 
lodge, Knights of Honor. He is also an Odd Fellow and Mason. He was married in 1868 to 
Miss Betty Campbell, daughter of Rev. R. B. and Mary (Patterson) Campbell, a very prom- 
inent family of South Carolina, who settled here at an early day. To Mr. and Mrs. Grafton 
have been born two daughters: Thalia, at home, and Lilly, at the female institute at French 
Camp. Mr. and Mrs. Grafton and daughters are members of the Presbyterian church. 
Thomas Grafton, one of the highly esteemed old residents of the city of Natchez, Miss., 
was born here in 1821, being the third son born to Allen and Elizabeth (Willey) Grafton, 
who were born in South Carolina and Kentucky respectively. The paternal grandfather, 
John Grafton, was born in the north of Jreland, and in 1790 came to America, settling at 
first in South Carolina, and in 1800 in the town of Natchez. Here he purchased land and 
engaged in planting, at which he was reasonably snecessful. He was a Presbyterian in 
religious belief, and was one of the founders of the Pine Ridge church, which was one of the 
first churches of that denomination to be erected in the Southwest. He died in 1819. The 
maternal grandfather, James Willey, was also born in Treland, and prior to the Revolutionary 
war came to America, taking up his abode in Pennsylvania. He held a commission in the 
continental army during that war, and at that time removed with his family to the, then, 
wilds of Kentucky, after which he was in the campaign in Illinois with General Clarke. In 
1787 he came to Natchez, purchased land near this city and in Louisiana, and until his 
death, which ocenrred soon after, he was engaged in planting. The parents of Thomas 
Grafton were married in this state, and his father became a large landholder, and made an 
excellent home for his family six miles north of Natchez, at which he died in 1856, his wife’s 
death occurring three years earlier of yellow fever. They were members of the Presbyterian 
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church. Thomas Grafton was reared on his father’s plantation and had the advantages of 
the common schools, and began business by managing his father’s estate before he had 
attained his majority, continuing until about the age of thirty years. He was married in 
1852 to Miss Catherine Collins, a native of Hinds county, and a danghter of Reuben Collins, 
one of the early settlers of this state from South Carolina. Mr. Grafton, by his honorable, 
upright life, soon won many warm friends, who showed their appreciation of bis merits by 
electing him to the house of representatives, in which body he served during the session of 
1852-3, proving himself an able, faithful and incorruptible legislator. In 1865 he was 
elected to the position of county treasurer, an office he held for six consecutive years, and it 
may with trath be said that he made a beau ideal public official, for he was painstaking, 
zealous, honorable and efficient. About 1865 he also began the life of a journalist by estab- 
lishing the Natchez Post, which paper he conducted for one year, after which he was on the 
Natchez Democrat, as assistant editor, a short time after becoming editor-in-chief, in which 
capacity he continued for thirteen years. He was also editor of the Banner for a year or 
two. He has written much of a historic character of this section, and as he has lived here 
all his life and his memory is remarkably clear, he may be said to be an -authority on the 
past. To himself and wife ten children were born, six of whom are living at the present 
time: Elizabeth, wife of President Raymond of Jefferson college; W. Kirby, a merchant of 
Natchez; Mollie, Janie, Hattie, Seaton. Those deceased are: Collins W., John Lally, 
Thomas and Mattie. The family are members of the Presbyterian church, and Mr. Grafton 
has long been a member of Harmony lodge No. 1. of the A. F. & A. M. 

“ M. D. Graham, the subject of this biographical sketch, was born in Autauga county, 
Ala., in the year 1829. He lived here only a short time, when he removed with bis parents 
to Sumter county, where he remained with them till 1846, at which time tbe family located 
permanently in Scott county. From that day M. D. Graham has made Scott county his 
home. He was reared onafarm, and at the age of twenty-one had the unusual honor conferred 
upon him of being elected to the office of cirenit clerk, which he held for one term, and was 
then elected sheriff of the county and served in that capacity for five years. At the end of 
that time he formed a partnership with Mr. Eastland, and has been very successful in his 
undertaking up to the present time. In 1855 he married Miss Eliza Eastland of this county, 
who is still living. Their union was consecrated by the birth of two children. The father 
of Mr. Graham, Daniel Graham, was a native of North Carolina, born in 1803, and in 1827 
was married in the state of Alabama to Miss Neill Smith. He followed the vocation of 
planting and died in 1836 while he was still in the prime of mauhood. A brother of M. D. 
Graham, Judge Thomas 5B. Graham, was born in 1833 and came to Scott county in 1846 
with his mother. He graduated at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and 
afterward practiced the profession of law, which he has followed all bis life. He served 
four years in the Confederate army, and organized the first company that was raised in the 
beginning of hostilities; he was elected captain of this company, beeame colonel, and was in 
command of the Twentieth Mississippi regiment at the time of the surrender. He has been 
a man whom his fellowmen have delighted to honor, as is evidenced by the oflices conferred 
upon him. He was a member of the state senate at the time Governor Ames was inpeached; 
he was appointed chancellor by Governor Stone during his first term, and has been re- 
appointed every time since. Both the Judge and M. D. Graham have always been very 
active, politically speaking, and have at all times affiliated thoroughly with the democratic 
party, of which they are natural leaders in their section of the state. They are also both of 
them most worthy and respected citizens and good men, whom their fellowmen honor with 
their trust and confidence, 
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Narcissus D. Graham was born in Fairfield district, S. C., in 1827, and was the fourth 
in a family of ten children, five of whom are still living: Mary, now Mrs. William West, of 
Choctaw county, Ala.; Margaret, now Mrs. John W. Davis, also of Choctaw county; Narcis- 
sus D., the subject of this sketch; T. W., who is a resident of Florida; Lottie, now Mrs. Ed- 
ward Jones, of Jones county, Miss. Mr. Graham’s parents were natives of South Carolina. 
They left that state in 1834, locating in Sumter county, Ala., where they spent the balance 
of their lives. Narcissus D. Graham grew to maturity in that county, and came afterward 
to Mississippi, locating where he now resides. He was married in 1808 to Miss Martha 
Jones. During the war one of his brothers died while serving for the Confederate cause. 
John, who was in General Harvey’s command, was killed in battle. Mr. Graham is the 
owner of a plantation of about three thousand acres, all in one body of land, and most of 
which is fine prairie land. He is amember of the Masonic fraternity and is a worthy and 
consistent member of the Methodist church. He is an enterprising, progressive, well-to-do 
planter, who is respected by the community at large. He is one of those solid, substantial 
citizens who honor the community in which their lots may be cast. 

Absalom Grant (deceased) was for thirty-two years a worthy resident of Mississippi, and 
was a man who possessed an original and thoughtful mind, whose advanced ideas and pro- 
gressive principles resulted in his own good and the good of those around him. He was 
born in North Carolina, and upon coming to Mississippi, in 1846, he settled on a plantation 
in the neighborhood of where Oak Ridge now is, which is still in possession of the Grant 
family. He brought with him a number of slaves from his native state, and being an excel- 
lent manager he made planting a success, and at the commencement of the war was prosper- 
ing. He was extremely public-spirited, was a popular and leading man in the section in 
which he resided, and for many years was an earnest and devoted member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church South. His death, which resulted from yellow fever in 1878, was deeply 
regretted by a large circle of friends and acquaintances, and his place in business and social 
circles was found hard to fill, His widow, who still survives him, was formerly Miss Martha 
R. Jones, and is now in her seventieth year. She is a member of the same church to which 
her husband belonged, and has always endeavored to live the life of a true Christian. She 
has children named as follows: H. T., S. E. (widow of A. M. Cameron), Richard C. (mer- 
chant and planter at Oak Ridge), S. P., Robert C., B. W. and Mattie R. (wife of J. T. 
Stephenson. ) 

H. T. Grant has made his way to the front ranks among the energetic planters of 
Warren county, Miss., and owing to the attention he has always paid to each minor detail 
he has accumulated a fair share of this world’s goods. He was born in the Old North 
state in 1888 aud is a son of Absolom and Rebecca (Jones) Grant, for a history of whom 
see sketch of Absolom Grant. H. T. Grant came to Mississippi with his father in 1846 and 
was here educated in the common schools, commencing life for himself at the age of eigh- 
teen years, as overseer on the plantation of his uncle, T. C. Jones, with whom he was at the 
opening of the Rebellion. In 1861 he enlisted in company H, of the Warren volunteers of the 
Twenty-first Mississippi and was in the battles of Seven Pines, Savage station and Malvern 
Hill, where he was wounded in the thigh, from the effects of which he was confined in the 
hospital for two weeks, at the end of which time be was again ready for service. He rejoined 
his command, which was close to Richmond, after which he took part in the engagement at 
Harper’s Ferry, Fredericksburg, Chancelloryille, where he was taken prisoner and sent to 
Fort Delaware. One month later he was exchanged and joined his command in the Virginia 


valley. He was then a participant in the battles of Chickamauga, Knoxville, Bean station, 
61 
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Wilderness, Spottsylvania courthouse, Cold Harbor, Berryville, Cedar creek and various 
skirmishes. He surrendered at Appomattox courthouse, was paroled and made his way 
home mostly on foot. He engaged at once in planting on a small scale, for although he had 
plenty of improved land he had no stock. After tilling the soil with his father for three 
years, then began working alone. After his marriage he moved to his own plantation, on Big 
Black river, and now has one hundred and fifty acres under cultivation, the most of which is 
in the Big Black bottom. He has a fine cottongin and general -mercantile store on his plan- 
tation, the latter business being established in 1885. He has been quite successful as a 
merchant and in this enterprise has made money. His wife was formerly Mrs. Virginia 
(Young) Hill, daughter of J. J. Young of this county, and to their nnion three daughters have 
been born (Rebecca, Virginia and Margie) and three sons now deceased. Mrs. Grant was 
the mother of two children by her first husband but both are now deceased. She is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church and is an estimable and refined lady. Mr. Grant has 
prospered in all his enterprises and has a beautiful and comfortable home. 

Clinch Gray, the father of Hon. Henry Gray, was a son of Thomas Gray, of East 
Tennessee, a lawyer and minister there for sixty-four years, and was born in North Carolina 
in 1775, and emigrated to Tennessee, and later to Wayne county, Miss. His education was 
good, and he was appointed to the position of surveyor by the United States government, 
and surveyed township five across the entire state. This township includes the northern 
part of Greene county. He made some crops during the time, however. He was married in 
1810 to Miss Margaret Evans, of South Carolina, a daughter of John Evans, a successful 
planter. They had six children: Thomas, Mary, John, Henry, Chelly, and Clinch. Of | 
these Henry and John survive. The father died in 1822, his widow in 1858 or 1859, having 
been for many years a Baptist. Henry Gray, the subject of this notice, was born October 8, 
1818, in Wayne county, Miss. His advantages for education were limited. He began life 
on his own account at the age of twenty-four years, and during the year in which he reached 
that age he was elected sheriff of Wayne county. Before that time, however, he had 
attended two sittings of the court at Winchester, then the county seat of Wayne. It is 
very likely that Mr. Gray is the only man ever elected to so responsible an office at so youth- 
ful an age. He filled the position for six years, and then returned to his farm. In 1850 he 
was connected with the taking of the national census. In 1864 and 1865 he was a member 
of the Mississippi legislature. Mr. Gray was married in 1847 to Miss Mary Haraldson, 
a daughter of Abner Haraldson, a planter of Newton county, Miss., whe bore him five chil- 
dren: C. M. Gray, John L: Gray, W. G. Gray, T. J. Gray, and Sallie Gray. C. M. Gray 
married Miss Melissa DuBose; John L. Gray married Miss Mary Dougherty; William G. 
Gray married Miss Annie DuBose. All are residents of Wayne county, Miss. Mr. Gray has 
been a Mason. Politically he is a democrat. He isa member of the Missionary Baptist 
church of Waynesboro, of which Mrs. Gray is alsoa member. Three of these children are 
Baptists and one is a Methodist. Mr. Gray purchased land in 1846, and by additional pur- 
chases now owns more than four hundred acres, though he at one time owned one thousand 
two hundred acres, a distribution having been made between the children. His chief crops 
are corn and cotton. On the arrival of Mr. Gray’s parents the country was a wilderness, 
and the travel was by packhorses, which fact is sufficient to give his family place among the 
pioneers. 

EK. H. Green is a farmer and merchant of Hinds county, Miss., but was born in Madison 
county, of this state, February 22, 1848, the second in a family of three children born to 
the marriage of T. K. Green and Roena York, the latter a native of Tennessee, whose an- 
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cestors were of English descent. The Greens were from Scotland. T. K. Green was a 
farmer by occupation. and at one time had accumulated a large amount of property, but 
financial trouble overtook him and he became considerably embarrassed. He at one time 
held the position of postmaster of Meridian Springs, an old, abandoned office of Hinds 
county, and he was at one time justice of the peace of Madison county before the war. He 
died in 1856. E. H. Green had poor opportunities for an education in his youth, but he at- 
tended the common schools occasionally up to the age of eighteen years, with the exception of 
the time spent in the army. At the age of sixteen years he entered Wither’s light ar- 
tillery, company A, and saw considerable service in Mississippi, being at Jackson when that 
city surrendered. He then returned home and farmed with his motker until he became of 
age, at which time he commenced operations on his own account, making his first purchase 
of land in 1869, which consisted of four hundred acres of fertile land in Madison county. 
To this purchase he has since added as his means permitted, and he now has a plantation of 
two thousand two hundred acres, which is considered one of the finest in the county. One 
thousand acres are under cultivation, and yield two hundred and fifty bales of cotton and 
two thousand bushels of corn annually. He raises cattle for the market and a few horses 
(roadsters). In 1881 he embarked in general merchandise, and in 1887 considerably en- 
larged his venture. He is quite active in local politics, and was elected a member of the 
board of supervisors of Hinds county in 1879, serving two terms. He is a member of the 
K. of H. and the A. O. U. W. and K. of P. In 1874 he was married to Miss Cornelia Ball, 
a native of Hinds county, by whom he became the father of five children, four of whom are 
living: Joseph W., Cornelia, Bertha and Alma. His wife died in 1883, and two years later 
Mr. Green took for his second wife Miss Annie L. Ball, by whom he has four children: 
Myrtle, Roena, Annie and Edward. Mr. Green and his family worship in the Baptist church. 
He is a very enterprising gentleman, and the property of which he is now the owner has been 
obtained through his own exertions. He has a large steam cottongin on his plantation, and 
expects soon to put up another. He is of a very kind and hospitable disposition, and is 
generous in contributing of his wealth to worthy enterprises. He is worth about $50,000. 
The entire life of Hon. T. K. Green bas been passed in ceaseless activity, and has not 
been without substantial evidences of success, as will be seen at a glance at his present pos- 
sessions. He was born in Hinds county, Miss., in 1850, and was the younger of two children 
born to Thomas K. and Roena (York) Green,* both of whom were born in North Carolina, 
the town of Greensboro taking its name from this family, who were among the oldest settlers 
of the section and of English descent. Thomas Kk. Green came with his family to Mississippi 
at an early day, and followed planting in Hinds county until his death, which occurred in 
1853, his widow surviving him until 1874, when she, too, passed away. In Hinds county the 
subject of this sketch was reared to manhood, and began life behind a plow, a calling he 
continued to follow for several years after commencing life for himself. In this manner he 
laid the foundation for his present fortune. His estates in Louisiana now consist of over 
six thousand acres of land, it being in the best cotton regions of that state and would on an 
average yield from twelve hundred to fifteen hundred bales of cottou each year. His first 
purchase of land in that state was in Concordia parish and consisted of four thousand acres. 
He later purchased two other plantations of twelve hundred and thirteen hundred acres each, 
and has some eighteen hundred acres under cultivation. On his estate in Louisiana he has 
erected good dwellinghouses, a cottongin on each place and employs over three hundred and 
fifty adults. He has been a resident of the city of Natchez since 1886, and there has a 











* There are several important discrepaucies between the data furnished by the two brothers, See sketchof E. H, Green, 
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pretty and comfortable home, though down to the present year he retained his citizenship of 
Louisiana. He was married in 1880 to Miss Ellen H., daughter of Bourbon Shotwell, an 
old resident of Mississippi. To Mr. and Mrs. Green four children have been born: Annie, 
Edna, Thomas K., Jr., and Laura, the eldest members of whom are attending school. Mr. 
Green has always been an active politician, and while residing in Louisiana was a member of 
the state legislature, and in 1880 was elected a member of the police jury. He was elected 
to the position of sheriff of Concordia parish, La., in 1886 and to the state legislature of 
Louisiana in 1888. He is a man of superior intelligence, and as a public official was faithful 
to his trusts, conscientious in the discharge of his duties, was the soul of honesty and 
universally courteous. He made an intelligent legislator and was keenly alive to the interests 
of the state and to the people. He is prepossessing in personal appearance and is just in 
the prime of life, being now forty-one years of age. He is a model American citizen, for he 
possesses that moral and personal integrity and clear, well-balanced, active intelligence which 
adorn the private station and make and keep the public service pure. 

Among the substantial planters of Sunflower county, Miss., is Henry H. Green, who has 
made it his object and aim in life to promote the agricultural interests of this section. Al- 
though a native of Alabama, born in Green county on December 10, 1840, when an infant 
less than one year old Le was brought to Mississippi by his parents, who for a time resided 
in Itawamba county, and came ip 1853 to Sunflower county, locating on a plantation on Sun- 
flower river. Henry H. Green grew to manhood in this county, being the youngest of four 
sons and three danghters that arrived at mature years, all of whom are now deceased with 
the exception «of Henry H., who remained under the shelter of the parental roof until he at- 
tained his majority. In 1861 he joined the Confederate army, becoming a member of the 
Third Mississippi regiment, in which he served until the final surrender, participating in a 
number of important engagements, among which may be mentioned Peach Tree creek and 
the engagement of the siege and surrender of Atlanta. In the last named engagement Mr. 
Green received a flesh wound in the leg and was disabled for further duty. While at home 
on furlough the news of the final surrender reached him, and, after recovering from his 
wound, as a means Of livelihood he engaged in carpentering and the manufacture of lumber 
for a few years in this and adjoining counties. In 1868 he began planting on rented land 
and by good management was enabled, in 1870, to purchase a small place, to which he has 
since added until he now owns two good plantations on Porter’s bayou and two places on 
Indian bayou, making in all about one thousand acres of land. His home place is about 
three miles from Indianola and is well improved, his residence being pleasant and comfort- 
able. All this property has been acquired since the war, for at that time he had not a dol- 
lar that he could call his own. By his own untiring diligence and persistent effort he has 
accumulated an excellent competence, and now enjoys his good fortune as he fully deserves 
to do. He was married in Lee county in 1870 to Miss Io Anna Palmer, who was born, reared 
and educated there, a daughter of R. W. Palmer of that county, but a former resident of 
South Carolina. To Mr. and Mrs. Green a family of four children have been born: Dora 
Lee, Warren Hudson, Edwin Walter and Palmer. One son, William Wiley, died in May, 
1889, at the age of twelve years. Mr. and Mrs. Green have long been members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church South, of Faisonia, and for some time past have resided in Car- 
rollton, Miss., so that their children could have the advantages of the excellent schools of that 
place and have rented their plantations. Wiley Green, the father of Henry H., was born in 
Jobuson county, N. C., in 1799, being of Scotch descent. He grew up and was married in 
his native state to Miss Penny O’ Neil, a native of the same state and county, but of Trish 
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descent. They first moved from the Old North state in 1832 and farmed in Alabama up 
to 1840, at which time they came to Mississippi as mentioued above. He died on his plan- 
tution in this county in 1867, his wife having passed from life in 1854. He was an active 
member of the Primitive Baptist church. 

The name of Joshua Green represents one of the earliest settlers of Jackson, Miss., who 
did as much, if not more, than any other one man towards advancing and developing her 
commercial interests. Mr. Green was born at Havre de Grace, Md., in April, 1S11, being a 
son of Joshua Green and Elizabeth Myers, who were of Dutch and Scotch ancestry. The 
family first located in Pennsylvania, and from there removed to Maryland, where the elder 
Joshua Green was interested in shipping, and also operated an extensive fishing plant on the 
Chesapeake, near where the town of Havre de Grace stands. He and his wife died at the 
old homestead in the above-named town. Te subject of this sketch left home at the age of 
fourteen, and going to Baltimore, entered the wholesale drug house of Whittington & Co., 
where he remained until 1835. In 1833 he took charge of their eredits and shipping de- 
partment in the South, and rode across the country, through Virginia, Tennessee and Mis- 
sissippi, making collections, and, generally, looking after the interests of his firm. In 1835 
he left the firm and opened a drug house in Jackson for himself. He married, in 1837, 
Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph Jarvis, a merchant of Baltimore, and to this marriage ten 
children were born: Joshua J., Orlando, William H. H., Joshua J. (the second), Clara, 
Marcellus, Albert A., Thomas M., Ada Belle, and Orlando (the second). Those now dead 
are Joshua J., the elder; the two Orlandos and Clara, the latter being the wife of W. H. 
Barnett, of Vicksburg, her death oceurring in 1869. Of the children of the marriage Joshua 
Green Barnett alone is living. The first Orlando died in infancy and the other at the age 
of twenty-five years. Joshua J., the elder, died when about eleven years ofage. Mr. Green 
continued the drug business until 1858, when he sold out. Previously, in 1554, he went into 
the banking business, the bank being known as Green’s Exchange bank, but subsequently 
as J. and T. Green’s bank, he and his brother Thomas being partners in it. This bank 
was in operation in 1863, but in May of that year the Federal troops, when Jackson was 
captured, took possession of the same, aud took all its transportable assets. Mr. Green was 
a strong Union man before the war, and used all his influence to prevent secession. In poli- 
tics he was a whig. He was opposed to slavery, upon principle, only keeping such slaves 
as were necessary for his household. He had been extremely successful in his business 
operations and amassed a large fortune, consisting of manufacturing and mercantile inter- 
ests. In 1858, desiring to advance the manufacturing interests of the state, he erected a large 
cotton factory at Jackson, which was one of the pioneer cotton factories of that section of the 
country, giving employment to from five hundred to one thousand hands. Whenthe Federal 
troops came into Jackson this factory was burned by order of General Sherman, notwith- 
standing Mr. Green had had a conference with the General to try to induce him not to 
destroy his property. General Sherman took the matter under consideration, and in thé mean- 
time sent a guard to protect the property. Subsequently he wrote Mr. Green that, as a 
military necessity, he would have to destroy it, but promised it should be paid for, and it 
was laid in.ashes. Though application was made with General Sherman’s written evidence 
to congress, the property was not paid for. Mr. Green’s bank, with the rest of his prop- 
erty, met with the same fate, the valuables in the bank being taken out by Federal officers. 
After the city was destroyed by fire and the site became an objective point between the contend- 
iny armies; there was organized, for the protection of life, and what little property that re- 
mained, a police of home guards, of which Mr. Green was made captain. After the war, 
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with his fortune gone, Mr. Green again opened a banking house on a small scale, and by 
his energy and remarkable financial ability his establishment became a decided success. He 
again prospered, and in 1867, having obtained a charter, he organized the First National 
bank of Jackson, and became its president, with his brother Thomas as cashier. This man- 
agement continued until 1872, when the charter was surrendered, and he again established 
a private bank, under the name and style of J. & 1. Green. In 1877 they organized under 
a state charter as Green’s bank, and thus Mr. Joshua Green continued his banking business 
until 1884, when, having undertaken to finance the contract for the construction of the Mem- 
phis, Selma & Brunswick railroad, from Memphis to Selma, and having made large advances 
to the backers of that railroad, and they having become insolvent and unable to pay, the bank 
became a heavy loser and was obliged to suspend. This was in July, 1884, and at the in- 
stance of Mr. Green the bank was placed in the hands of a receiver. Subsequently, the as- 
sets of the bank were turned over to him by unanimous consent of creditors, with an exten- 
sion of time granted to meet its liabilities. He immediately opened a bank in his own name, 
under the style of J. Green’s bank, and was operating it with success, when, in January, 
1887, he was taken with pneumonia, and, on the 20th of that month, he suddenly died. He 
had progressed very successfully toward the liquidation of his affairs, and when he died he 
left a large amount of assets, which were replaced in the hands of the receiver for adminis- 
tration. Thus passed away one of Jackson’s most worthy citizens. Mr. Green took aa 
active interest in all public affairs, and was in deep sympathy with every enterprise tending 
to promote the prosperity of the country, but he never aspired to public office. Along in 
the thirties, while he was living at Baltimore, he volunteered, with others, to aid the author- 
ities in putting down the riots there. Mr. Green was a man of robust constitution, standing 
six feet two inches in hight, weigking two hundred and twelve pounds. He had never had 
a serious spell of sickness in his life prior to that which caused his death, and gave every 
promise of living to a ripe oldage. He wasa man of great activity in business, possessing 
a clear, sound julgment regarding commercial enterprises, and was a remarkably skillful 
financier. All his business transactions were marked by the most signal integrity, which won 
for him the implicit confidence of all who knew him. He was liberal in his charities and 
generous in his hospitality. He was strong in his convictions and brave and unfaltering in 
the maintenance of what he believed was right. His mind was of inventive turn, and many 
labor-saving devices in his factory were the offspring of his genius. At the time of his death 
be was working on a model of armored cruisers to prevent, by construction, the danger of 
penetration and enable them to be made comparatively light. It is difficult to estimate the 
value of such a man toa community or state. Hehas passed away, yet his memory remains 
green in the hearts of those whom he left behind, and who had learned to love and honor 
him. 

The subject of this sketch, Marcellus Green, is the son of Joshua Green, whose memoir 
appears in this work. He was born Angust 12th, 1851, at Jackson, Miss., and has resided 
there continually. Desiring to follow the mercantile career, in 1868 he attended Soule’s 
commercial college in New Orleans and there graduated. After pursuing a commercial 
course for ashort while he peceived what an obstacle a deficient education was and he deter- 
mined to acquire a collegiate education, which by reason of the Civil war had been neglected. 
His resolution changed his whole career. He went to the University of Virginiain 1869, and 
remained there, graduating in various schools, until 1872, when he returned to Jackson and 
began the study of law with Harris & George. He was admitted to the bar in 1874, and in 
1875 he formed a partnership with Judge George L. Potter, one of the most eminent lawyers 
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af the state. Judge Potter died suddenly in 1877, and, though young, Mr. Green success- 
fully managed the practice of the firm, and thenceforth has had a large and lucrative patron- 
uge. In 1882 he formed a partnership with Judge S. 8S. Calhoon, who then resigned from 
the bench, and this firm still continues. In 1886 he was admitted to practice in the supreme 
court of the United States. When quite a young man he became a member of the Episcopal 
church, and be has been quite active in church work, holding at various times different 
oficial positions both in the parish and diocese. On April 24th, 1879, he married Lulah 
Edelen Garner, daughter of the late Col. George G. Garner and Ann Elizabeth Wynn.  Col- 
nel Garner was the son of Capt. Hezekiah Garner, U.S. A.. and Lucy Edelen, of well-known 
Virginia and Maryland families. Her mother was of the Lewis family of Georgia. Upon his 
marriage Colonel Garner resigned his commission as lieutenant in the United States army, 
and afterward in the Civil war became adjutant-general on Gen. Braxton Braggs’ staff. Mr. 
Green's family consists of five children, named Garner Wynn, Lulah Edelen, Gertrude Eliza- 
beth, Elise Langdon, and Marcellus. Though devoted to his-profession he is prominent and 
active in the encouragement and support of both public and private enterprises in his city 
and state. He was one of the founders of the waterworks at Jackson, an euterprise which 
reflects credit on the city, and is its secretary and treasurer. He was one of the organizers of 
the Mississippi Compress & Ware House company, and of the Jackson Fertilizer company, 
of both of which he is a director. He is also interested in the First National bank of Jack- 
son, and in the Jackson bank, and in the Morris Ice company. His zeal is enlisted in the 
public service as well as private business. He has been trustee of the Institute for the 
Blind, a state charity, and is now trustee forthe state lunatic asylum. In 1890 a commis- 
sion was created to erect an asylum for the colored insane, of which he is president. He 
was state commissioner at the celebration of the centennial of the promulgation of the con- 
stitution of the United States in 1887. He has genial manners and an affectionate, charitable 
disposition. By nature and cullivation his talents are adapted to his profession. He is a 
close student, a deep thinker, a logical reasoner and a fluent, forcible speaker. His success 
is the merited reward of his ability and industry. 

A. A. Green is the general manager of the Jackson Fertilizer company, and as a business 
man he has shown himself to be competent, reliable and successful. He is a native of the 
city of Jackson, where he was born in 1853, the fifth of seven children born to Joshua and 
Ehzabeth J. (Jarvis) Green, whose sketch appears above. He was educated in Virginia, and 
was a member of the class of 1878 at Princeton college, New Jersey. He began the study 
of law in Jackson, and in 1878 was admitted to the bar, but baying injured his health by 
close application to his books he did not adopt his profession, but became exchange clerk in 
Green’s bank of Jackson. In 1881 he started a fertilizer factory, which was the tirst of the 
kind to be established in Mississippi, and called it Green’s Fertilizer factory, and, although 
his plant was rather limited, it was a success from the start and was soon doing a prosperous 
business. In 1887 he incorporated it as the Jackson Fertilizer company, and the officers 
which were then elected have remained unchanged up to the present time, and all of 
them are among the leading and successful business men of the city. This plant is lo- 
cated in South Jackson, on the Pearl river, and the annnal increase in business has been on 
an average of from fifteen to twenty per cent. There was sold in 1889 about five thousand 
tons, mainly in Mississippi. KR. L. Saunders is president of this company, KE. Virden is vice- 
president, R. W. Millsaps is secretary and treasurer, and A. A. Green is general manager. 
The affairs of the company are judiciously and efficiently managed by Mr. Green, who is a 
business man of enterprise and accurate methods. The trade extends to every part of the 
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state, and the ‘‘Royal C’’ brand, which jas originated by Mr. Green, has now become very 
popular. He isa director of the Capital State bank, a directer and secretary of the Morris 
Ice company, andis a stockholder in the Jackson Grocery company. In 1886 Mr. Green was 
married to Miss rank Turner, of Winona, a daughter of Dr. Turner and granddaughter of 
Col. O. J. Moore. who is a member of an old family and on his plantation the town of 
Winona is now standing. Mr. Green is an Episcopalian in his religious belief, but his wife 
is a Methodist. 

George I’. Greene, planter, Natchez, Miss., was born in Warwick, R. I., and is the son 
of Hon. Simon Henry and Caroline C. (Aborn) Greene, both natives of Rhode Island. They 
passed their entire lives in that state. The father became a very wealthy inan, all the result 
of his own efforts, and was a manufacturer. He was a representative and state senator for 
many years and also held various town offices. He was one of the founders of the public 
school system throughout New England. Mr. Greene’s great grandfather, Christopher 
Greene, was born in Rhode Island, and was a cousin of Nathaniel Greene of revolutionary 
fame. Christopher Greene raised and commanded a regiment in the Revolutionary war and 
was killed at the battle of Red Bank, in Delaware, refusing to be captured. George F. 
Greene is a lineal descendant of Roger Williams on both his paternal aud maternal side, 
and is of the eighth generation. He was the youngest but one of eight sons, and received 
his education at Warwick, R. I. In 1858 he went to St. Louis and engaged in business until 
1866, when he removed to New Orleans, where he was engaged as a cotton factor until 1875. 
He then came to Adams county, Miss., and the same year was married to Miss Julia Dunbar, 
who was born on the “Forest plantation,’’ where they now live, and which consists of eleven 
hundred acres of land. She is the daughter of William and Mary (Field) Dunbar, the 
father born on Forest plantation, Adams county, Miss., in 1793, and the mother in New Jer- 
sey on the 27th of January, 1801. Her parents were married in Princaton, N. J., in 1827, 
but settled on the plantation of Mr. Dunbar. Mr. Dunbar was educated at Princeton, grad- 
uated in medicine at Philadelphia, Peon., but instead of practicing he managed the estate of 
his father. He died on the plantation in December, 1547, and his wife died in 1875. Wil- 
liam Dunbar’s father (also named William Dunbar) was a native of Scotland, was educated 
in Glasgow, and while a young man came to New Orleans, thence soon after to Baton Rouge, 
where he married. While a resident of that city he was engaged in the culture of indigo 
and continued at this until 1792, when he moved to Adams county, Miss. There he entered 
large tracts of Jand from the Spanish government and served that government as civil engi- 
neer and surveyor a numberof years. He died in 1S10, and his wife, who was formerly Dinah 
Clark, an English lady, died there also. Mr. Dunbar’s first setilement was the Torest plan- 
tation on which, after his death, bis widow erected a magnificent mansion. It was 
destroyed by tire in 1852. Mrs. Greene’s maternal grandfather, Richard Stockton, was oue 
of the siguers of the Declaration of Independence. The Dunbar family was one of the 
honored and representative ones of Adams county and held a high position socially. 

Among the people of Webster county the name of Dr. John R. Greer, physician and 
surgeon, Cumberland, Miss., is a familiar one, ‘for he is not only a suecessful practitioner, 
but as a citizen and neighbor is highly esteemed. He was bora in this county in I1S42 and 
his parents, Dr. Thomas J. and Harriet A. (Redditt) Greer, were natives of Tennessee, the 
father born in 1S10 and the mother about 1817. When but children, Mr. and Mrs. Greer 
went with their parents to Grenada, Miss., were married there, and then removed to what 
is now Webster county, where Mrs. Greer died in 1SS0. The doctor died at Winona very 
suddenly in 1SS4, while en route for Tennessee. He received his medical education at 
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Transylvania university, Lexington, Ky., and practiced his profession for fifty years. He 
was a momber of the Masonic fraternity. He was one of three sons and several daughters, 
his two brothers being able lawyers of Tennessee. The doctor was a man. universally 
esteemed and respected. He was one of the pioneers of Webster county, settling there 
when the country was a vast wilderness, and there reared a family of three sons and four 
daughters, viz.: Mary, wife of F. M. Roberts; Dr. John R; Susan (deceased) was the wife 
of Dr. W. L. Dottery; David died when a boy; Thomas (deceased); Willie, wife of Rev. J. 
C. Finnelle, a Baptist minister; and Sarah E., wife of J. W. Martin. Dr. John R. Greer 
received a good English education at the home school and became a fair Latin scholar. In 
April, 1861, he joined company B, Eighth Tennessee, for twelve months, and served as 
lieutenant. The first four months he was in the Virginia army, after which he was in the 
Tennessee army, being in many of the leading engagements of that campaign. At the end 
of twelve months he resigned and joined company EH, Fifteenth Mississippi, serving in that 
command until peace was declared. He was all through the Georgia and Atlanta campaign 
and was with Johnston until bis surrender on May 3, 1865. He was in active service over 
four years; but was never wounded nor captured. Returning home after the war he fol- 
lowed farming for two years and then spent two years as a bookkeeper in a hotel in Havana, 
Cuba. He subsequently returned to Mississippi, studied medicine at Grenada, and in 1874 
graduated from the Louisville medical college. He then began practicing at Spring Valley, 
Webster county, continued there three years and afterward removed to Walthall, where he 
practiced one year. He then returned to his farmn, where in connection with his practice he 
cultivated the soil for a few years. For the last five years he has resided at Cumberland 
and is one of the leading physicians of the county. He has spent nearly all his life in his 
native county and is well and favorably known, standing hieh in the estimation of all as a 
successful practitioner and a useful citizen. He owns a good farm of two hundred and 
thirty-four acres on Spring creek. In 1576 he married Miss Julia L. Barmore, a native of 
Winston county, Miss., and the daughter of Reuben P. and Fannie Barmore, who came from 
Alabama to Mississippi at an early day and lived for a number of years in Winston county. 
They afterward moved to Choctaw county and there both died. To Dr. and Mrs. Greer 
were born six children: Thomas, Elise, John (deceased), Joseph, James, and Mamie. The 
Doctor is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, and he and wife are members of the Christian 
eburch. 

D. Greif is the leading dry goods merchant and clothier in West Point, Miss., and since 
his business was established, in 1885, has been doing an annual business of $30,000. He is 
energetic, active and experienced, and endeavors at all times to please and accommodate his 
patrons and to keep a choice stock of goods on hand, and as a result his trade is large and 
constantly on the increase. Mr. Greif was born in Germany in 1861, a son of A. Greif, 
who died in his native land of Germany a few years ago, having been a cattle dealer by 
occupation. His widow, who survives him, is still a resident of Germany, but is soon to 
remove to Mississippi to make her home withher sons. D. Greif attended the public schools 
of his native land from the time he was six until fourteen years of age, the two following 
years being spent as a clerk in a mercantile establishment, during which time he obtained a 
clear insight into the workings of that business. He then left home and native land to try 
his fortunes in America, and after clerking in a store in Baltimore until 1SS1, he went to 
Nashville, Tenn., in which city he clerked three years longer. While there he was married 
to Miss Tillie Cohen, a native of New York city, who was taken by her parents, when two 
years old, to Nashville, in which city she was reared and educated. After his marriage Mr. 
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Greif came to West Point, Miss., and during 1884 was tbe manager of his father-in-law’s 
business, but*the following year engaged in business for himself. About two years later his 
entire stock was destroyed by fire, but was fortunately covered by insurance, so he was 
enabled to once more embark in business. In 1888 he erected the two-story brick building 
which he. now occupies, and where his business has steadily and rapidly increased, and 
besides this, is the owner of a fine residence, which property is not the result of luck or 
speculation, but of indomitable will, untiring energy and strict economy. He is one of 
the most progressive and enterprising of the citizens of the city, and spares no pains nor 
effort to further enterprises of merit, and has been exceptionally prominent in the establish- 
ment of manufactories, etc. He is a director in the Building and Loan association, and a 
stockholder in the First National bank. Socially, he is a member of Cannon lodge No. 159, 
of the A. F. & A. M., Prairie lodge No. 42, of the K. of P., and West Point lodge No. 527, 
of the K. of H.; being also a member of the Jewish order of Benai Brith, and last year was 
elected as one of the city aldermanity of which he ‘now holds a position. He occupies a 
high social position, is an admirable citizen, and as a business man has not his superior in 
this section. He realizes that West Point is a very desirable and favored locality, and that 
all that is needed to make it a leading Southern city is more enterprise and push among 
. the business men. He has abrother, Moses Greif, who isa merchant at Greenwood, Miss. 
He is expecting to make a trip to Europe in June, 1891, and upon bis return, which will 
not be before September, he will bring his mother with him. 

The mercantile trade has long constituted one of the leading features in the commercial 
pursuits of the country, and in this line is to be found in Booneville a thoroughly representa- 
tive house controlled by W. G. C. Gresham, who is regarded as an upright and energetic 
man of business and respected in commercial and social circles. Mr. Gresham was the 
second child born to the union of James I’. and Keziah (Lacy) Gresham, the father born in 
Alabama in 1820. The paternal grandparents, George and Margaret (Files) Gresham, were 
natives of Alabama, and came to Mississippi as early as 1838. They settled at what is now 
known as Bay Spring factory, then known as Gresham mills, and in connection with the 
milling business Mr. Gresham carried on farming. He took very little interest in politics, 
but was quite domestic in his tastes. He died some time in the fifties. He was the father 
of five sons and four daughters, James F. being the eldest in order of birth. The latter 
received a common school education, and when a young man engaged in manufacturing 
cotton goods at Bay Spring factory, of which he was the founder and builder in 1851. He 
was engaged in this business for many years, but in connection also engaged in merchan- 
dising and farming until the breaking out of the war. He was an active business man and 
accumulated a large fortune. He was married in the neighborhood of Gresham mills to Miss 
Keziah Lacy, and two children were the fruits of this union: Margaret, now Mrs. Brown, 
residing in Texas, and William G. C. (subject). Mrs. Gresham died in September, 1545, 
when our subject was but seven days old. Mr. Gresham took for his second wife Miss 
Sevilla Tipton and reared two children: F., now Mrs. Ledbetter, and Andrew J. Mrs. 
Gresham received her final summons in 1876, and Mr. Gresham’s third marriage was to 
Miss Eliza Carter. Mr. Gresham was a member of the Masonic fraternity, a Royal Arch 
Mason, and was quite prominent in politics, holding the office of sheriff and other responsible 
positions. In 1861 he enlisted in a company called the Cape Horn grays, which was attached 
to the Second Mississippi regiment under Col. A. E. Rennols, and he subsequently was 
appointed to the quartermaster department. He was in a number of important engage- 
ments, was at Baker creek and was captured and paroled at Vicksburg. After the war he 
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returned home and immediately set to work to retrieve his fallen fortunes. His death 
occurred on the 27th of February, 1891. William G. C. Gresham was born at*Bay Springs, 
Tishomingo county, Miss., on the Ist of September, 1845, and was reared to a business life 
by an industrious father. He received a common schovl education, but on account of the 
breaking out of the war his school days were shortened. In 1863 he enlisted in the Sixth 
Mississippi cavalry under Captain Brown, Colonel Harris’ regiment, and on the 14th of 
July, 1864, at the battle of Harrisburg, he was wounded in the right leg, below the knee. 
He was captured, taken to Tupelo, and after being released, returned home, where he entered 
the store December, 1866. He was married in 1868 to Miss Laura Elder, who died at the 
end of about a year, without issue. In 1870 he wedded Miss Amanda Price, daughter of 
Richard Price, and the fruits of this union were five children: James M., Alma, Goldie, 
William G. and M. Bayard. In 1874 Mr. Gresham started out in business for himself as a 
merchant in partnership with Mr. Lacy, under the firm title of Lacy & Gresham. This was 
changed to James F. Gresham & Co., and in 1878 it was changed again to W. G. C. Gresham 
& Co. Mr. Gresham is a member of the Knights of Honor, and he and family are members 
of the Methodist church Sonth. He is a democrat in his political views and a hearty sup- 
porter of all worthy enterprises, contributing liberally to all churches, schools, etc. He has 
been steward of the Methodist church and superintendent of the Sunday-school for about 
twenty years. He isa self-made man and a very successful one. His views on the temper- 
ance question have always been pronounced and outspoken. He was the first man to cireu- 
jate a petition against saloons in his county, which has now, and for a number of years has 
had, local option. 

Hon. Henry C. Grittin, a prominent citizen and postmaster of Natchez, Miss., is the son 
of Alonzo M. and Maria L. (Cordery) Griffin, the father a uative of Pittsburg, Pa., born in 
1811. andthe mother of Baltimore, Md., born in 1818. Alonzo M. Griffin, when but a boy, 
left his home and came to Natehez, living a number of years with an uncle, Peter Little, who 
had emigrated to that city in the latter part of the last century. Mr. Little brought the first 
steam engine that was ever in that vicinity, and with it operated a sawmill for a number of 
years. He afterward engaged in planting, and became one of the wealthiest men in Adams 
county. His death occurred in 1857. Alonzo M. Griffin remained in Natchez until grown. 
and then returned to the East, where he married Miss Cordery, of Baltimore, 
returning to Natchez in 1836, where they made their future home. He was postmaster of 
Natchez under President Taylor, aud died in IN72. Mrs. Griffin was killed by a falling 
house in 1886. Her father, James Cordery, was a native of Baltimore, and built the first 
dockyard and the first vessel in Chesapeake bay. Hon. Henry C. Griffin was born in Natchez 
in 1844, received his education in the publie schools of that city, and is the fourth of ten 
children, all living. When but seventeen years of age, Henry C. joined the Natchez Fencibles, 
company G, Twelfth Mississippi, and served as corporal, fighting at Seven Pines and all the 
principal engagements of the Virginia campaign, until the battle of IFrazier’s farm in Aug- 
ust, 1862, when he was severely wounded in the foot, which disabled bim from further 
service. In 1872 he was elected mayor of Natchez, and in 1875 was elected as state senator 
from the Natchez district. In July, 1884, he was appointed special agent of the general 
land office for the United States government, with headquarters at Jackson, and this position 
he held with credit during the democratic administration, principally through popularity and 
through the influence of many friends among his political opponents. He continued in that 
office until 1890, and was then made postmaster of Natchez. While serving as mayor, he 
was, fur about two years, editor of the Natchez Sun, an independent paper. In 1890 he 
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was the republican candidate for congress in the sixth district, and made a very creditable 
showing at the polls. He received many complimentary notices through the press during 
_the campaign, as a shrewd politician and a man whose character was unassailable. In Aug- 
ust, 1887, he was united in marriage to Miss Harriet E. Beard, a native of Natchez, and the 
daughter of William and Clara A. (Stockbridge) Beard, the father a native of Pennsylvania 
and the mother of Texas. When 4 young man, William Beard came South and was married 
at New Orleans, but was an early settler at Natchez, where he died in 1862. Mrs. Beard is 
still a resident of Natchez, and is a member of the Methodist church. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Griffin have been born four children, all sons: William T., Henry B., Marion C. and Charles 
C. Mr. and Mrs. Griftin hold membership in the Episcopal church. 

John Griffin was born on the 15th of September, 1826, near Warrenton, Mississippi, on 
the Magnolia plantation, where his grandfather, Jonah Griffin, settled in 1795. The grand- 
father was a native of South Carolina and came to Mississippi via Tennessee and Mississippi 
rivers, bringing with him his large family, slaves and stock. He died on his place in Mis- 
sissippi at a ripe old age. His son Francis was reared upon this plantation in Warren 
county, and received his education at Transylvania university at Lexington, Kentucky, trav- 
eling from his Mississippi home to that place on horseback. While there the second war 
with England occurred and he enlisted in a Kentucky regiment under Governor Shelby and 
served under General Harrison, participating in the battle of the Thames. Returning to 
Mississippi after the war he was there married to Miss Downs, who died inashort time. His 
second marriage was to Leanora Scarlett, a cousin to his former wife and a native of Warren 
county, Mississippi. Her parents were early settlers of that county and worthy people. By 
the second marriage there were five children, the subject of this sketch being the eldest. In 
1828 Francis Griffin moved to Washington county, Mississippi, located at the foot of Island 
No. 84, and opened up a plantation which he named Refuge. He came up to this his 
future place of residence in keel-boats, and in his new home saw much of the hardship of 
pioneer life, as most of his possessions had been swept away a short time before in a mer- 
cantile venture. He was a member of the Mississippi legislature and judge of. the county 
court. He was considered a man of great force of character and was said to be the largest 
cotton planter in the world. He died in 1865 at Refuge plantation, in his seventy-third year. 
His wife died in 1837. John Griftin, son of the aboye union, passed most of his boyhood 
at Refuge. In 1836 he entered school at Holly Springs, Miss., where he remained but 
a few months when he was called home by the death of his mother. After this he did 
not return but later entered a school in Sumner county, Tennessee, where he remained 
for about two years. He then attended a school at Shelbyville, Ky., for six years; after 
which he studied at the University of Virginia for some time and later entered the law de. 
partment of the University of Louisville, from which he graduated in 1807. After this he 
returned to his home in Mississippi and for a time was variously employed, for the most 
part assisting his father in his business. He was married on the 22d of March, 1552, at 
Shelbyville, Ky., to Miss Sarah Lane, daughter of John Lane, then marshal of Ken- 
tucky. To this marriage were born ten children. Mr. Griffin was formerly an old line 
whig and was opposed to secession, but since the war has affiliated with the democratic 
party, although very broad and conservative in his views, especially on questions of a na- 
tional character. He has devoted much time to hybridizing and improving cotton and has 
been quite successful. He crossed the sea-island cotton with the common variety and vice 
versa, thus improving the length and character of the fiber without sacrificing the yield per 
acre. This has only been accomplished by repeated crossing, selecting and experimenting 
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in many directions, which may still reach better results. Mrs. Griffin is a member of the 
Episcopal church. Their son, John L, is the present sheriff of Washington county. 

J. Wyatt Griffin, a member of the Moss Point Lumber company, is the subject of the 
following notice. He was born in Perry county, Miss., in 1849, and is a son of William C. 
and Elvira (Patson) Griffin, who are also natives of Perry county, Miss. The Griffin family 
were among the early pioneers of the state of Mississippi. The father of our subject has 
spent the greater part of his life in agricultural pursuits, giving special attention to the 
raising of livestock. He is well and favorably known throughout Perry county, where he 
still resides. He was twice married. J. Wyatt and William are the children of the first 
marriage; nine children were born of the second union, eight sons and one daughter. J. 
Wyatt is the eldest of the family and was reared in Perry county, Miss., and trained to agri- 
culture. When he was old enough to go out into the world, he embarked in the lumber business; 
he got out timber from Black creek in Perry county, making the start in business which has 
proven so successful. In 1880 he removed to Moss Point, and was connected with L. N. 
Dantzler in the sawmill business for some time. He then formed a partnership with Mr. 
Houze, the firm name being Houze & Griffin. The relationship existed four years, and in 
January, 1891, they incorporated with a good capital, and the name was changed to the 
Moss Point Lumber company. They ship lumber to distant points and do an extensive and 
profitable business. Mr. Griffin is vice-president of the company. He is a man of excellent 
business qualifications and has a complete knowledge of the business in which he is engaged. 
He was married in December, 1876, to Mary C. McCallum, and two children were born of 
the union: Laura D. and Anna. Mr. Griffin is an honored member of the Knights of Honor 
and of the Methodist Episcopal church, South. 

William Griffin, Moss Point, a highly respected citizen, has for many years been iden- 
tified with the history of Jackson county, and is well worthy of mention in this record of 
Mississippi men. He was bornin the year 1800, in Burke county, Ga., a son of William and 
Mary (Stewart) Griffin, natives of Georgia, and is now ninety-one yearsof age. His parents, 
about the year 1801, settled in Washington county, Ala., where they saw many hardships 
and privations. The father died in Greene county, Miss., at the age of fifty-three years. 
He had but one child, the subject of this notice. The mother was married a second time to 
a Mr. Clarke. She died in February, 1854. William Griffin, Jr., was reared in Perry 
county, Miss., which was then a territory, the Indian population of which far exceeded the 
white. He was reared to agricultural pursuits, but turned to any vocation that would afford 
an honest living. He represented the people of Perry county in the state legislature. He 
was faithful to the duty that presented itself, and became a prominent citizen. In 1853 he 
came to Moss Point, and embarked in the lumber business, being one of the first to erect a 
sawmill there. After the war he was a member of the Sharkey convention. He used every 
effort and all his influence to prevent secession, and was a Henry Clay whig. He was mar- 
ried in 1823, March 20th, to Mary Carter, and nine children were born of the union; five of 
them are living: William C., Dr. E. F., Mrs. L. N. Dantzler, Mrs. J. F. Moore, and Mary. 
The mother died in 1889. Mr. Griffin is now ninety-one years of age. He has been a suc- 
cessful business man, and has accumulated a competency. He still has some investments in 
the lumber business in Moss Point. 

W. H. Griffin, as a merchant, is progressive, enterprising, and industrious, and by his 
upright methods of conducting his affairs he has gained sufficient patronage to bring him in 
a handsome sum annually. He was born in Tuscaloosa county, Ala., in S44, to J. T. and 
EK. S. (McConnell) Griffin, the former of whom was born near Mammoth eave, Ky., in 1516, 
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of which cave his father, Spencer Griffin, was at one time owner. The latter was of Ivish 
descent, but a native of Virginia, in which state he was married to a Miss Day, afterward 
removing to Kentucky, from which state he moved to South Carolina with his family. In 
this state the boyhood days of J. T. Grittin were spent, but his advantages were limited, as 
a three-month term of school was the longest he ever attended. He was very desirous of be- 
coming an intelligent and well-informed man, and as a means to this end many of his nights 
were spent in studying by the light of pine knots. At the age of twenty years he was sufli- 
ciently fitted to engage in teaching school, and this occupation he followed with success for 
three years. At this time he was united in marriage to Miss E. S. McConnell, of Tusca- 
loosa county, Ala,, but who was born in Jackson county, Ga., in 1820, a daughter of John 
McConnell, of Scotch-Irish descent. The latter became a well-to-do planter, and was the 
owner of a large number of negroes, to whom he gave large patches of land, which they cul- 
tivated at night. Whatthey obtained from this land they were allowed to keep,and many of them 
accumulated considerable means, and, after the war, were enabled to start in life for themselves. 
Mr. McConnell kept a postoffice in his own house, which was known by his name, and in ad- 
dition to his fine plantation and the large number of slaves of which he was the owner, he 
was an extensive dealer and raiser of cattle. Soon after his marriage J. T. Griffin engaged 
in keeping a hotel, and in connection with his brother bought horses and mules in Kentucky, 
selling them in Mississippi. About this time he was brigadier-general of the state troops of 
Alabama, and drilled his troops at a point about ten miles north of Carrollton, Pickens 
county, Ala., at which place was located the drillground. Prior to his marriage he was a 
soldier in the Florida war, being at that time only nineteen yoars of age. In 1846 he re- 
moved from Alabama to Chickasaw county, Miss., and here in time became so thor- 
oughly and favorably known that he represented Chickasaw county in the house of repre- 
sentatives at intervals for thirty-five years. He was formerly a whig in polities, but at the 
organization of the Greenback party he became a candidate for congress on that ticket. He 
was a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he attained to the chapter, and near the 
close of his life he became a member of the Christian church. He died on January 25, 1889. 
His widow, who still survives him, united with the Methodist church when a girl. W. H. 
Griffin is one of thirteen children, ten of whom lived to maturity: Mary C., wife of H. L. 
Pratt, of Hohenlinden, Webster county, Miss.; James M., of Houston, and Lucretia (twins), 
the latter being the wife of J. M. Harley, of Tishomingo; J. T.; William H.; Martha A., 
wife of J. M. Harris, of Prudeville, Pontotoe county, Miss.; Malinda Ellen, wife of J. E. 
Hobson, of Houlka, Miss.; Joseph, a surveyor of Houston; Laura M., wife of J. E. Jami- 
son, of Houston, and Leonora S. Jack, Jr., is deceased. W. H. Griffin spent his youth 
on his father’s plantation north of Houston, and while not attending school his services were 
required on the home plantation. He attended school for about four months throughout 
the year until he was fifteen years of age, at which time he was sent for one year to the 
boarding-school of Captain Fitzpatrick. During this time volunteers were called for service in 
the Confederate army, and Mr. Griffin, with the enthusiasm of youth, left school at the age 
of sixteen years, and enlisted in company H, Eleventh Mississippi infantry, in which he 
served until August 29, 1862, when he was severely wounded in the side by a ball, which 
caused considerable injury to one of the bones. He was also wounded in the wrist in the 
same battle by a ball which broke the bone. In October, 1863, he was discharged 
for disability, and although his wound had not yet healed, he joined the cavalry the 
following April, serving in the Eighth Mississippi until the war closed, being paroled at 
Gainesville, Ala. He was in the battles of Chickahominy, Cedar mountain, the second bat- 
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tle of Manassas, Harrisburg—where he was twice injured by spent balls, being disabled for 
three weeks —at Brice’s crossroads, at Selma, and Gainesville, Ala. Upon his return home 
he acted as bookkeeper and collector for his father during the remainder of 1865, and the 
following year engaged in planting, but sold out his interest in his crop to take upon him- 
self the duties of deputy chancery clerk with his brother, with whom he remained six 
months. From the sale of some stock and other property which he owned he raised about 
$300, with which he took a course in Bryant & Stratton’s business college in St. Lonis, Mo., 
finishing his course in four months. Upon leaving that institution he found himself in debt 
to the extent of $100, but he managed in a short time to repay the loan, and on a crop which 
he raised on his father’s land that same year he realized $250. After holding a clerkship in 
Okolona during 1868, he in 1870 went to Louisville, Ky., where he was in the sewing-ma- 
chine business for some time, after which he took the agency for the Wheeler & Wilson 
sewing machines in Florida and Georgia. In 1872 he began putting down cement paving, 
in partnership with a Mr. Lancaster, but this calling did not prove as remunerative as his 
former callings had done and he discontinued it. From August, 1872, until the following 
spring he made his home with his father, at which time he undertook the management of his 
father’s plantation, and by July 4 sold his interest in the crop for $125. He then purchased 
the stock of goods belonging to W. J. Harrill, which amounted to 34,400, but a few months 
later sold ont. and in June, 1880, went to Redland, five miles north of Houlka, where he re- 
mained six years, at which time he purchased a house and store building in Houlka, and in 
that town has resided ever since. He is the owner of about two thousand acres of land in eight 
tracts in Chickasaw and Pontotoc counties, in addition to the management of which he is 
extensively engaged in dealing in livestock, and to a smal] extent in stock-breeding. He is 
essentially a self-made man, and the greater portion of his property has been acquired by 
his own efforts. He was a candidate for the office of supervisor of Pontotoe county after a 
residence there of only two years, but was beaten by the opposing candidate by only one 
vote. He is a member of John S. Kane lodge No. 259, of the A. F. & A. M. of Houlka, 
Miss., and has long been a member of the Christian church, in which he is one of the teach- 
ers in the Sunday-school and has a class numbering twenty-nine. On October 25, 1877, he 
was united in marriage to Miss Missouri A. Baskin, who was born in Chickasaw county, Miss., 
in 1852, a daughter of William P. and Sarah J. (Holliday) Baskin, who now reside in Houlka. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Griffin one child was born, which died in infancy. 

John W. Griflis, merchant and president of the Grenada bank, is a native of Yalobusha 
county, Miss., born in what is now Grenada connty in 1847, and is the son of Jesse Griffis, 
and the grandson of Nicholas Griffis, who reared a family of ten children, one of whom is yet 
living, Mrs. Hardy of Hardy station (see sketch). A native of the Palmetto state, born in 
the famous old Edgefield district, Jesse Griftis showed in his character the sterling qualities 
which have made the best type of Carolinians famous for their worth, intelligence, and honor 
the world over, and which have made their names synonyms for courage, truth and honesty. 
He came to Mississippi in 1837, settled in Yalobusha county, and there resided until his death, 
on December 5, 1859, at the age of eighty-four years. He was married while in South Carolina 
to Miss Jane S. White, also a native of Edgefield district, born in 1820,and who died at the age of 
forty years, a faithful member of the Baptist church, having joined the same at the early age of 
fifteen years. To this union were born seven children. Jesse Griflis was a quiet, unobtrusive 
gentleman, who believed in doing his best to discharge the full measure of his duty to his fellow. 
men, his country and his God, whd whose band and voice were ever ready to calls of charity, 
friendship and patriotism. Hewasa man of decided piety. More than two-thirds of his long 
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life were spent in earnest Christian toil, and for forty-four years he tilled, with credit to himself, 
the office of deacon of Mount Paran church. He was noted among men for his integrity and 
honesty, and for all those noble traits that mark a man of purity of character. No one ever 
thought of doubting his word or impugning his motives. Ata ripe old age he passed to the rest 
and the reward he had so richly deserved by a long life of usefulness, probity and unblemished 
integrity, leaving surviving him four danghters, one son and a large number of grandchildren 
and other relatives who had in his untarnished life and honorable career a proud heritage of 
goodness and virtue. Three only of these children are now living, and all reside in 
Mississippi. Joln W. Griffis, the fifth in order of birth of the above mentioned family, was 
reared on a farm in Yalobusha county and his early scholastic advantages were received in 
the common schools, preparatory to entering college. When fully ready and about the right 
age to enter, the war broke out and he flung aside his books to enlist in company K, Third 
Mississippi regiment of cavalry. After the battle of Salem, Miss., he was appointed third 
lieutenant. He was wounded in the breast at Atlanta, Ga., and was confined to the hospital 
at Kufaula, Ala., for a number of months, but finally rejoined his command at Milledgeville, 
Ga. He participated in the following battles: Salem, Miss.—the Atlanta campaign— 
Wyatt and Clinton, Miss., Jonesboro, Ala., and was paroled at Livingston, Ala., in 1865. 
Returning to the home place he engaged in planting for one year and then went to Hardy 
station where he embarked in merchandising, continuing there until 1872. He then came to 
Grenada and was employed as salesman for Robert Mullin two years and Lake Bros. for four 
years. He established his present business in 1879 and is doing a general merchandising 
business of upward of $140,000 per annum, being one of the largest dealers in the county. 
Mr. Griffis is a self made man, having commenced with little else than a pair of willing hands 
and the determination to succeed. He was chosen president of the Grenada bank in Sep- 
tember, 1590, and is one of its heaviest stockholders. His marriage to Miss Cora Mullin of 
Grenada, Miss., daughter of Robert and Mary Mullin, natives of Belfast, Ireland and Ten- 
nessee respectively, occurred in 1876. Mrs. Griffis is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and is one of its very liberal supporters. Mr. Griffis is one of Grenada’s best citizens 
and most prominent men. He is a demvcrat, but takes no especial interest in political affairs. 
Aside from his mereantile and banking interests he deals in real estate and is one of the 
directors of the Central Fair and Livestock association. 

B. W. Griffith has been connected with the Capital State bank since 1878, the first five 
years serving in the capacity of bookkeeper, since which time he has filled the position of 
cashier in a very capable and satisfactory manner. Mr. Griffith is a banker of experience 
and sound judgment, to whose efficiency is largely due the prosperous condition of the bank, 
much of his financial ability being inherited from his worthy and honored father. He was 
born in Jackson in 1853, the seeond of a family of four children born to Richard and Sallie 
(Whitfield) Griffith, the former of whom was born in the Keystone state in 1815, and 
the latter in Mississippi. Richard Griffith, after the death of his father, which oecurred 
when he was a lad, removed to Ohio with his mother, and in the university of that state he 
graduated with first honors. He soon after came to Vicksburg, Miss., and began life as a 
schoolteacher, but on the outbreak of the Mexican war he enlisted in the service and was 
made adjutant of the First Mississippi volunteers, commanded by Col. Jefferson Davis, in 
whose regiment he was during the entire war. Upon his return to his home he was elected 
to the position of state treasurer, at the end of which term he was reélected. While Bu- 
chanan was president he was appointed marshal of the southern district of Mississippi, and 
was holding that position at the outbreak of the Civil war. He at once volunteered in the 
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Confederate service, was immediately elected colonel of the Twelfth Mississippi regiment of in- 
fantry, and was attached to the Army of Virginia. He was soon made brigadier-general, 
commanding the Seventh Mississippi brigade, and on the 29th of June, 1862, was killed in 
one of the seven days’ fights before Richmond. He was a warm friend of Jefferson Davis, 
and had every reason to believe that he could be made a major-general, but declined the 
position, fearing that it was offered him merely from friendship. He was a fine student of 
military tactics, and was a brave, faithful and efficient officer, conspicuous for bis faithful- 
ness to the Confederate cause, as well as for his strict adherence to duty. After his term as 
state treasurer had expired he located permanently in Jackson, where he engaged in the 
banking business, which calling continued to be his chief occupation until the war opened, 
the business being conducted during his absence by his partner, J. D. Stewart. He was 
married three times, his first wife, a Miss Carpenter formerly, bearing him a son, R. C., who 
served as a lieutenant in the Civil war. His second wife, a Miss Hatch, of Vicksburg, lived 
but a few months after their marriage. His third union was to Miss Sallie Whitfield, and oc- 
curred at the home of her father, Rev. Benjamin Whitfield, in Hinds county, Miss. The 
latter was an able minister of the Baptist church, and became well kaown throughout the 
western portion of the state, whither he moved from North Carolina. He was the chief fac- 
tor in the organization of Mississippi college, at Clinton, and was an active worker up tothe 
day of his death, in 1872. To Mr. Griffith's last union four children were born: Jefferson 
Davis, B. W., Luey A., wife of Henry F. Baily, of Jackson, Miss., and Richard. B. W. 
Griffith was educated in Mississippi college, at Clinton, and graduated at the close of 1872 
with first honors of his class. He was then engaged by the boardof trustees of that insti- 
tution as professor of mathematics, but before entering upon his duties he entered Hastman’s 
business college at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and being perfect in every examination was gradn- 
ated at the end of eight weeks, which was the first and only time this ever happened in the 
history of the institution. He began his duties as teacher in the college in the fall of 1872, 
which he discharged in a manner to merit the highest commendation from all, and during 
the two years that he was the occupant of this position he justly held rank among the promi- 
nent and distinguished instructors of youth of the country. In1874 he began studying law, 
was admitted to the bar two years later, and practiced his profession until 1878, when he be- 
gan filling the duties of his present responsible position. He was married in 1879 to Miss 
Cora Griffing, of Claiborne county, a daughter of David C. Griffing, a member of an old and 
prominent family of this state. To Mr. Griffith and his wife the following children haye 
been born: Richard, David C., Benjamin W., Cora and Sallie. Mr. Griffith is treasurer of 
the state Y. M. C. A., the Mississippi college, the Baptist state convention board, was a 
founder and is a director of the Building and Loan association, and is a director of the Jack- 
son Fertilizer company. His brother, Jefferson Davis, is now a leading physician in Kansas 
City. He graduated from Bellevue hospital, of New York city, and is now president of the 
Medical college at Kansas City, where he located in 18738. After graduating in 1871, he 
spent two years as an instructor in the hospital. He is becoming eminent as a surgeon, for 
he makes that branch of his profession a specialty, and seems to have a natural aptitude for 
the same. He was married to Miss Sallie Comingo, a daughter of Hon. A. Comingo, of 
that place, by whom he has two children. 

Richard Griffith, general manager of the Mississippi Compress and Warehouse company, 
at Jackson, isthoroughgoing, practical and intelligent, and is eminently fitted for this position, 
He is a native of the city of Jackson, where he was born in 1860, the youngest child of Rich- 
ard and Sallie (Whitfield) Griffith; for a further history of whom see sketch of B. W. Griflith. 
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Richard Griffith, Jr., was educated at the Mississippi college, but left school in 1881 and be- 
gan clerking in a warehouse of this city. One year later he purchased the warehouse and 
conducted the business of cotton weighing and storing until 1889, when he sold out to the 
Compress company, which consolidated and became the Mississippi Compress and Warehouse 
company. Mr. Griffith became its general manager, and since the business has been in his 
hands the company is becoming prosperous and its stock is increasing. Its compress is the 
Morse compress, which was exhibited by S. B. Steers & Co. atthe cotton exposition at New 
Orleans, and is supposed to ba the best ever erected, it having a record of loading one 
hnadred and one bales of cotton in one car. The storage capacity of this company is ten 
thousand bales of cotton, which shows the spacious dimensions of its plant. Mr. Griffith is 
one of the organizers and is now a director of the Jackson bank, one of Jackson’s solid 
and successful business organizations. He owns a beautiful and commodious residence in 
Jackson, which he and his family enjoy to the utmost. He was married in 1885 to Miss 
Mary Jo. Cooper, a daughter of Joseph W. Cooper, of Jackson. Her father, who was a na- 
tive of Mississippi, was a member of one of the old families of the state, was a well known 
‘planter of Holmes county and diedin 1873. He owned plantation interests in Holmes county 
to the amount of two thousand six hundred acres, of which one thousand two hundred acres 
are under cultivation. This land is situated in the Yazoo delta, is extremely fertile and is 
one of the finest plantations in that section. Mr. Griffith and his wife are members of the 
Baptist church and the Methodist Episcopal church, respectively, and he is a member of the 
I. 0. O. F., the K. of P. and the American Legion of Honor. His reputation as a man of 
business is deservedly high, and his efficient management of the Mississippi Compress and 
Warehouse company, of Jackson, has given it a wide reputation, and his knowledge of every 
detail of the business, and his prompt and satisfactory methods of dealing, have caused this 
enterprise to prosper from its inception to the present time. 

J. L. Griggs is one of the foremost merchants of Macon, Miss., and is a progressive, 
useful and enterprising citizen in every respect. He was born in Kemper county of the 
state in which he resides in 1841, a son of Anderson C. and Eliza A. (Seudday) Griggs, who 
were born in Georgia and South Carolina respectively, but were principally reared in Ala- 
bama. The father was educated in the University of Alabama, and about 1835 removed to 
Kemper county, Miss., and in 1845 located in Noxubee county, where he followed the 
calling of a planter until his death in 1849. His widow still survives him, and resides in 
Macon. Their union was blessed in the birth of six children, all of whom are deceased with 
the exception of the subject of this sketch, who is the eldest of the family. He received 
his early schooling in Noxubee county, but in 1861 graduated from the Cumberland uniyers- 
ity of Lebanon, Teun., the same year enlisting as a soldier in the Confederate army, becom- 
ing a member of company I*, Eleventh Mississippi infantry, in which he served two years, 
when he was transferred to Colonel Armstead’s regiment of cavalry. He was made lieuten- 
ant of company K of this command, the duties of which position he discharged with ability 
until the final surrender, participating in many hotly contested engagements. After the war 
was over he returned to Macon, Miss., where he followed the calling of a planter for about 
ten years. He then removed to the town of Macon, where he has since been engaged in 
merchandising, and has, owing to the honorable business methods he has practiced, built up 
a large and lucrative trade througbout the surrounding country. He deals largely in gen- 
eral merchandise, buys and sells cotton, has a large furniture and undertaking establish- 
ment, and is the proprietor af the Magnolia livery and sale stables. He is a fine financier 
aod the owner of much valuable real estate, is vice president of the Merchants and 
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Farmers’ bank, and is interested in nearly all the leading and worthy enterprises in and 
around Macon, being considered by his fellow-citizens a representative man. He is a mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, the IK. of P., and the Kk. of H., in all of which orders he is 
a leading and active member. In 1863 he was married to Miss Lucy K. Winston, a native 
of Tennessee, by whom he has tive children—Miunnie, wife of V. C. Cavett, of Jackson, 
Tenn: Lulu J., Martha E., Mary W.,and Joe Len. Mrs. Griggs is a member of the 
Presbyterian church. 

EK. J. Guice is one of the conscientious men engaged in business in the city of Natchez, 
and by his honorable business methods he is now enjoying a safe and constantly increasing 
eustom. He was born in Franklin county, Miss., in 1825, being the seventh of eight children 
born to Jacob and Susanna (Grantham) Guice, who were born in Tennessee and South Carolina 
respectively, the former coming to this state with his parents in 1789. His grandfather, 
Jonathan Guice, located at Fort Rosalie, but some time thereafter removed with his three 
brothers to Franklin county, where he became the owner of a valuable plantation, on which he 
erected the first cottongin in the county, and on which he died after having spent a long and 
useful life. He was a Pennsylvanian by birth. Jacob Guice inherited German blood of his 
father and many of the characteristics of that people, among which may be mentioned thrift, 
industry and honesty. He was a captain in the war of 1812, held the office of justice of the 
peace, was the postmaster at Portersville, and on the plantation of which he was the owner 
he resided until his death, which occurred in Jefferson county in 1851. He had long been a 
member and was an active worker in the Methodist Hpiscopal church. E. J. Guice was 
reared on his father’s plantation, and at the age of twenty-two years was married and began 
farming in Tensas parish, La., on his own responsibility. After a short time he removed to 
Louisiana, and after becoming the owner of a plantation there be resided on it for nearly 
ten years. From that time until 1872 he resided in Franklin county, but has since been 
one of the prominent settlers of Natchez. Here he first began merchandising in wholesale and 
retail dry goods house, but for some time past had been in the insurance business, being with 
the firm of E. G. De Lap & Co. He has taken an active part in the affairs of this city since 
his residence here and was one of the incorporators of the Natchez cotton mill, and for some 
time was one of its directors. The maiden name of his wife was Lucilla Coleman, a daugh- 
ter of Isaiah Coleman, a member of an old Jefferson county, Miss., family. To them one 
child was born, Charles Isaiah, who died at the age of two and a half vears. Mr. and 
Mrs. Guice are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and he is a Knight Templar in 
the Masonic fraternity. He is a most estimable citizen, is a member of a prominent firm of 
insurance agents, has heen very active in his time, and is now enjoying the fruits of a well 
spent life. 

Among the people of Adams, as well as the surrounding counties, the name of Dr. N. L. 
(Giuice is by no means an unfamiliar one, for he has been actively and successfully engaged 
in the practice of his chosen profession since 1858; He was born in Franklin county, Miss, 
in 1838, the second in a family of nine children born to A. J. and Clarissa (Higdon) Guice, 
both of whom were born in this state. The paternal grandfather, Daniel Guice, was one of 
the early pioneers of the state, first taking up his abode in Adams and afterward in Franklin 
county, his time and attention throughout his life being given to planting. He was prominent 
in the Methodist Episcopal church for years, was magistrate of Franklin county, and died 
on his farm in that county in 1850. A. J. Guice also followed the oceupation of planting, 
Was justice of the peace for years, and in his early days was captain of a military company. 
He died on his farm in 1SS6, at the age of seventy-four years, his first wife having passed 
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from life in 1856. He afterward married again and he and his family were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Dr. N. L. Guice remained on the home plantation until he 
attained his twentieth year, and in the meantime obtained a good practical education, includ- 
ing Latin and Greek, in the common schools. About 1856 he began the study of medicine, 
and two years later graduated from the University of Louisiana, after which he at once 
began practicing in Jefferson county, Miss. Here he remained, building up an enviable 
reputation and a fine practice, until 1886, since which time he has been a resident of Natchez. 
He is a member of the State medical association, of which he was president in 1887-8, and 
is also a prominent member of the American medical association, and has written numerous 
valuable articles for different medical journals throughout the country. He is literary in his 
tastes, and his articles for different scientific journals have been highly commended. He has 
a fine library, but itis far from consisting entirely of medical works. He is amiable, social and 
friendly in disposition, and as his snecess as a practitioner has been pronounced, he has a 
large practice aud is deservedly very popular. He speaks highly of Natchez as a healthful 
location, aud pronounces malarial diseases very scarce in that city. Socially, he is a member 
of the Masonic fraternity, the K. of H. and the K. of P. He has-always taken an active 
part in the political affairs of his country, and was a leader of the democratic party in 
Jefferson connty, being especially active in the campaigns from 1875°to 1885. He was mar- 
ried in 1881 to Miss Florence Pugh, a native of West Virginia, her father and mother being 
Virginians, but in the month of January, eighteen months after their marriage, she died 
leaving one son, Charles Pugh. His second marriage took place at Parkersburg, W. Va., 
April 29, 1890, his wife being Miss Annie Neal, a member of an old family of that state. 
Sheis a finely educated lady, and is a worthy member of the Episcopal church. 

John I. Guion. was a native of Adams county, Miss., and was educated in Tennessee, 
finishing with law at Lebanon of the same state. He returned to Mississippi and formed a 
partnership for the practice with W. L. Sharkey and located at Vicksburg. This partner- 
ship was dissolved in 1832 by the appointment of Mr. Sharkey to the cireuit judgeship, where- 
upon Mr. Guion formed a partnership for the practice of law with the great lawyer and 
orator, S. S. Prentiss. In 1836 Mr. Guion was appointed to the criminal court bench, but a 
year later resigned and formed a partnership with W. C. Smedes. He was sent to the legis- 
lature and in 1551, was president of the state senate, and the same year was acting governor 
in the place of Governor Qitman, who had resigned. Succeeding this he was elected judge 
of the circuit court, and thus continued to serve until bis death, in 1855. He was a skillful 
lawyer, an eloquent speaker, and a profound judge. 

Dr. H. 8. Gully, of Meridian, Miss., was born in Kemper county, Miss., February 15, 
1860, a son of H. J. and Anna J. (Lamper) Gully, natives of Alabama and South Carolina. 
The Gully family were early settlers in Kemper county, and the grandfather was one of 
the first sherifis elected after its organization. He was a prominent man, well known there 
until his death. The family took a high position in the county. His father, Hon. H. J. 
Gully, a planter by occupation, is hving in Winston. He represented Kemper and Winston 
counties in the senate and Winston in the Jegisiature. He was a captain of a company in the 
late war, and received a wound at the battle of Franklin. He had three sons, and one daughter, 
of whom Dr. H. S. Gully is the second. He remained in Kemper county until he was thirteen 
years old, and received his literary education at the Cooper institute in Lauderdale county, and 
graduated from the Louisville (Xy.) medical college February 25, 1885, with second honors 
in a class of eighty. He was for four months a physician in the Louisville hospital, and 
later practiced a year at Shuqualak, Noxubee county, Miss. In 1888 he was appointed 
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assistant superintendent of the Eastern Mississippi insane asylum, a position which he filled 
creditably for two years, since then having been engaged in private practice at Meridian. He 
is a member of the State medical association and of the Lauderdale County medical asso- 
ciation, and ranks high as a physician aud surgeon. He is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and of the Knights of Pythias. He is also examining surgeon for his 
lodge in the latter order. He is a gentleman who has won the esteem of the community and 
county in which he lives, both as a man and as a physician and surgeon, and is one who well 
deserves such admiration. 

A prominent planter of Bolivar county, after whom the town of Guunison was named, is 
Arvin N. Gunnison, planter, a native of Georgia, and of the tive children born to his 
parents, Arvin and Sarah (Putnam) Gunnison, he was third in order of birth. The parents 
were natives of New Hampshire, in which state their nuptials were celebrated, and about 
1859 they moved South, locating at New Orleans, where the father, who was a machinist, en- 
gaged in business under the firm name of Gunnison & Chapman. He was engaged in man- 
ufacturing arms for the Confederate government, and on the capture of that city and the 
destruction of so much valuable property, he moved to Macon, Ga. He there continued 
business and converted a cottongin shop into a factory for that purpose. After the war he 
came to Washington county, Miss., engaged in planting, and in 1869 came to Bolivar county, 
where he purchased five hundred and twenty-eight acres, about one-half of which was 
cleared. This property was then three miles from Concordia, and is now the present site of 
Gunnison. Mr. Gunnison made quite extensive improvements, and became well known 
throughout the county. His death occurred in February, 1882. During the flood of that 
year great damage was done to this property. In personal appearance Mr. Gunnison was 
rather above the average hight, was rather slender and had dark hair and eyes. His widow 
and two sons are now residing in New Hampshire. Arvin N. Gunnison was born in the 
year 1865, was reared in Mississippi, and what education he has received is mainly the re- 
sult of hisown application. After the death of his father, and when but seventeen years 
of age, he assumed charge of the plantation, cleared more land, and now has five hundred 
acres under cultivation, the whole property being thoroughly improved. He has fifteen 
good tenant houses on the estate, and is the owner of a superior steamgin. He is now 
about to erect a new residence, which promises to be a model of neatness and convenience. 
The railroad was built in 1SS9, and a station established on Mr. Gunnison’s property was 
named for him. Mr. Gunnison at once began selling lots, and soon quite a little village 
was established. Although not yet two years old, this is one of the busiest stations on the 
line of road, and in it are some of the largest and best stores in the county. <A  postcffice 
was established in 1SS9, and Mr. Gunnison was appointed postmaster. He has had a 
store on his place since [SS6, and carries a stock of goods valued at $2,000, while his an- 
nual business yields him about $16.000. This is mainly to supply his own tenants. The 
town of Gunnison is surrounded by a magnificent country, very productive and thickly set- 
tled, and the back country is rapidly being opened, thus promising a’prosperous future for 
the town. Around it are already scattered a number of beautiful homes, and many more 
will soon be erected in the town, for it is a desirable and attractive place of settlement. Mr. 
Gunnison, though a very young man, has exhibited great business capacity and an unusual 
faculty for management. His active interests are naturally more centered in and around 
the town that bears his name and he may be depended upon to generously contribute, 
toward its advancement. In personal appearance he resembles his father to some ex- 
tent, 
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The fine plantation of Curtis H. Guy, planter, Grenada, Miss., consisting of one thou- 
sand six hundred acres, is situated eleven miles west of the city of Grenada, and is one of 
the most productive and fertile tracts of land in the county. It is kept in the best of condi- 
tion by Mr. Guy, who is one of the foremost planters, and who handles annually one hundred 
and fifty bales of cotton. He was born in Grenada county in 1843, on what is yet known as 
the Old Guy place, settled by his fatherin 1834. The paternal grandparents, Dr. Joseph and 
Esther (Sharp) Guy, were natives respectively of North and South Carolina, and the former 
was of Irish extraction. He moved from his native state to Tuscumbia, Franklin 
county, Ala., in 1825, or °26, and there his wife died in 1845. He was a physician 
of considerable prominence, had a good practice, and was the only one in Elbert or 
Franklin county for many years. He was a stanch democrat in his political views and 
he and wife were worthy and exemplary members of the Presbyterian church. Their union 
was blessed by the birth of ten children, three daughters and seveu sons, all of whom lived 
to be grown. The youngest one, Albert, is yet living ‘in Colbert county, Ala., where he has 
made his home since 1825. Another son, the father of our subject, Curtis Haywood Guy, 
familiarly known as Major Guy. was born near Raleigh, N. C., in 1799, and was second in 
order of birth of the above mentioned children. He was reared in his native state and there 
married his first wife, Miss Harriet Alexander, a native also of the Old North state, who died 
about 1826, leaving one child, Julius A., who still survives and is a citizen of Grenada 
county, Miss. The father was then married in Tipton, West Tenn., to Mrs. Harper, whose 
maiden name was Miss Eliza Scurlock. She had three brothers, Miles, William and Timothy. 
The first was killed in the Mexican war, the second, serving also in that war, was captured 
by General Santa Anna, but succeeded in making his escape. He died near Houston, Tex., 
at an advanced age, leaving a large family of children. Timothy settled in Jackson, Tenn., 
practiced law, and there died, leaving three daughters and two sons, all of whom are living. 
Major Guy moved from Tennessee to Yalobusha county, Miss., in 1854, and there resided 
until his death on the dth of December, 1870. He was one of the leading men of Yalobusha 
county (afterward Grenada county), a prominent politician, and always took an active part in 
the canvass before election, attending all public meetings and conventions held in the county, 
He held the position of representative of Yalobusha county for eight terms, and then refused to 
serve any longer. He was a well read man and kept thoroughly apace with the times. 
Although not a member of any church he was one of the county’s best and noblest citizens, 
and was kind, hospitable and charitable and a liberal contributor to all enterprises worthy of 
support. He was very popular, had many warm friends, and few, if any, enemies. He had 
been very successful in all enterprises undertaken, and was a substantial and wealthy citizen. 
His last wife died in 1865 at the age of sixty years. She was a grand, good woman and 
much respected. Previous to her marriage to Mr. Guy she had married a Mr. Harper, by 
whom she had three children, two daughters and a son, all of whom lived to be grown but 
are now deceased. Camelia married Capt. T. H. Mumford, who was the first man to run a 
steamboat up the Yalobusha river to Grenada; Martha married George Golladay, a promi- 
nent attorney at Grenada, and now has a son engaged in merchandising in that place, and 
Richard H. Harper, who died in Holmes county in 1881, leaving a wife and child. To. Mr. 
and Mrs. Guy were born the following children: Leander belonged to Ballentine’s regiment, 
Armstrong’s brigade, and was killed at Atlanta. He left a wife and one son, the former 
since married and the latter deceased. Harriet married Dr. Benjamin Diane, of Grenada, 
and died in October, 1865, at the age of thirty years, leaving one son. Joseph was a soldier in 
the Fifteenth Mississippi regiment during the war, and died at the old home place at Grenada 
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on the 2dth of November, 1870, at the age of thirty years. Curtis H. Guy, the youngest 
child, rewained on the old home place, vear Grenada, until 1870, and then came to his pres- 
ent property. He was educated in Grenada and selected his wife in the person of Miss 
Ione Thomas, daughter of Archie Thomas, of Grenada. She was born in Tallahatchie 
county, Miss., on the 11th of April, 1851, and died on the 31st of August, 1875, leaving two 
children: Archibald Trimble aud Curtis Scurlock, both named after their grandparents. 
Archibald died in September, 1880. Mr. Guy took for his second wife Miss Mary Trimble, 
daughter of Dr. Trimble (see sketch), and anative of Spring Hill, Tallahatchie county, Miss. 
- When but six weeks old she was taken by her parents to a place near where our subject now 
resides, and there she grew to womanhood. She was well educated in the common schools 
and at St. Agnes school, Memphis, Tenn. By this last union Mr. Guy became the father of 
eight children, six of whom are yet living: Shelly, Clare, Lynn Trimble, Marie, Eliza 
Rebecca, Edith (deceased), Greene Trimble and an infant, older than Rebecca, that died 
unnamed. In 1861 Mr. Guy entered the Confederate service in the Fifteenth Mississippi 
cavalry, and served until the close of the war, being paroled at Grenada. He fought in the 
battles of Corinth, Vicksburg, Harrisburg and was with General Forrest in his raid to Mem- 
phis. He was one of nine men who entered Gayoso hotel and captured forty-four Union 
officers. Afterward he was ordered to Selma, Ala., but the fight was over before he arrived 
there. Mr. Guy was one of the South’s bravest and most valiant soldiers. He had his horse 
shot from under him during a skirmish at Grenada on the Ist of January, 1865. Like his 
father, Mr. Guy takes an active and prominent part in politics and his vote is ever cast with 
the democratic party. He was a delegate to the convention at Grenada when Barry was 
elected to congress, was at Winona when Mr. Lewis was nominated to congress, and was at 
the state convention that nominated Governor Stone. Mr. Guy has been a delegate to con- 
ventions ever since he was old enough. He is a member of the Knights of Honor at Gren- 
ada, and Mrs. Guy is a member of the Presbyterian church. Both are highly respected and 
this is one of the leading families of the county. 

Hon. Albert B. Guynes, of Copiah county, Miss., where he is now engaged in planting, 
was born in above county in 1848, a son of Henry H. Guynes, a native of Tennessee. His 
father devoted his entire life to agricultural interests, and came to Mississippi with his pa- 
rents when quite young, and married Mary B. Finley, a daughter of John and — Fin- 
ley, of Copiah county. His father, the grandfather of our subject, was the son of John and 
Matilda Guynes, both natives of Tennessee. To Henry Guynes and wife were born eleven 
children, three of whom are now living: William P., of Grant parish, La.; Felix R., of 





Calvert, Tex., and Albert B., our subject. The father served his county as a member of 
the board of supervisors for a number of years. At the time of the Civil war he was too old 
for military service, but his family was represented by five sons, three of whom died or were 
killed. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and he and his wife were communicants 
of the Baptist church. Albert B. Guynes received a good common school education. He 
prepared himself for teaching 


g, which profession he entered upon at the age of seventeen aud 


followed for about ten years. After that he turned his attention to farming, and during a 
short period had a store upon his plantation. Wishing to give his children as good an edu- 
cation as the advantages of the place afforded in that part of the state he moved his family in 
the fall of 1S90 to Gallman, where he now resides. In 1870 he married Emma J. Ramsey, 
a daughter of T. J. Ramsey, whose sketch appears in this work. To Mr. and Mrs. Guynes 
have been born five children, four of whom are living: Charles O., Jasper I"., Eula l., 
and Andy M. His eldest son entered Mississippi college in 1501. Mr. Guynes is a mem- 
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ber of the Baptist church, of Charles Scott lodge No. 186, A. F. & A. M., of the Knights 
of Honor, also of the Knights of Pythias, and the American Legion of Honor. His social, 
politica) and commercial standing is high. He was chosen to represent bis county in the 
constitutional convention of 1890. He was also amember of the house of representatives in 
1882 and reélected 1884. He was an advocate of state supervision of railroads, and in the 
house journal for 1882, in a report in which he dissented from the recommendation of the 
majority, are set forth his views, which, though failing at that time, have been since en- 
acted into law. In 1891 he preferred to retire from, public life and so spoke and wrote, but 
his services were again demanded and he was again elected by the democratic party, of which 
he has always been a member, to a seat in the state legislature by a large majority. The 
‘rystal Springs Meteor, a paper published in Copiah county, has this to say on his election 
in 1891: “Hon. A. B. Guynes. This name is a household word in Copiah county. It 
seems that every opportunity is seized by our people to honor anew a man who has been so 
conspicuously faithful to the many trusts confided to his keeping. To merit such confidence 
and trust and to have it acknowledged by an admiring public is certainly the brightest jewel 
in the crown of a public man. Mr. Guyues will reflect great credit upon the county, and 
this paper has the utmost confidence in his integrity and ability.” He has been for two 
years president of Copiah County alliance and is a strong advocate of its principles and de- 
mands. 

In connection with his planting operations Capt. J. J. Guyton, Guyton, Miss., has also 
been engaged in general merchandising since 1873, and has met with substantial results in 
both occupations. He is one of the most successful farmers and business men in Tippah 
county, owning at the present time about two thousand three hundred acres of land, with five 
hundred acres under cultivation, and a stock of general merchandise worth about $8,000. 
In 1889 Mr. Guyton shipped eleven hundred sixty-one bales of cotton and nine hundred 
bales in 1891. Heis engaged in buying and shipping and does an annual business of $30,000. 
He was born in Union district, S. C., January [1th, 1540, and was the eldest in a family of 
seven children, born to Abraham J. and Luvicy (Warlick) Guyton, natives of South Carolina 
and North Carolina, respectively. The maternal grandfather was a blacksmith by trade and 
a great axmaker in early times, people coming for miles to have him make axes for them. 
Capt. J. J. Guyton came to Mississippi from South Carolina with his parents in 1851. They 
located in Tippah county, and there the father bought land and engaged in planting. He 
was a plain, practical farmer and never aspired to any official position. Previous to the war 
he was a large land and slave owner, and was well and favorably known all over Tippah 
county. He was a true Christian, an excellent citizen and the best of neighbors, Both he 
and wife were members of the Baptist church. Mrs. Guyton died in 1866 and Mr. Guyton 
in 1881. There are now six of their children living, four sons and two daughters. Captain 
Guyton was educated in the common schools of the country, and at the age of sixteen years 
went to Ripley, where he studied medicine with Dr. Carter Stone. He remained with that 
gentleman until twenty-one vears of age, clerking in his drug store, and in 1861 enlisted in 
company D, of O’Conner’s guards, commanded by Capt. J. H. Buchanan, and this was orga- 
nized into the Second Mississippi regiment at Corinth, Miss. He was under Colonel Faulk- 
ner, and was appointed by him as quartermaster-sergeant of the regiment. Still later he 
was appointed by him to the position of first lieutenant and adjutant of the regiment, and in 
1862 he was appointed captain and A.C.S., serving in that position until cessation of hostili- 
ties. He was in General Stark’s brigade, General Chalmers’ division and General Porrest’s 
cavalry corps. He served through the entire war and surrendered at Gainesville. Ala. Re- 











































bt Te wong Bite os aT 1a adil it 3 P 


1 es ti aS “wr ‘WAT aly eel =f Me sik iA 


rit sell) Vey To pei ae bale pw ott USAT le ae 
TTS, t ites 4 A ipuetby if} SAW ahd 4 
% [ciewnaih Al aie we dsoasi al ‘ta 
pe egy rary Bel worl gd Jay be ligt: aedld vabentafon yp tal sldrot Joe waa age enna 
mw la gdoge os bos oli? aft, ston dato: of broaden ed M1 al wal ohat hajos 
iw Johny ottewoutnh od yd fatosle gigs saw otf fies, bobemusbs aus ah otoW ‘tnoltdee soit 
—_ His woel 6 yl oplaleiyalDtale add of Niwe 6.0) soduient ¢ toad aya win ead od 
(uw ce ft aid) anil oti aig: ci buleihiing imyag « jtostolh ena iatey> 
yy: Ab eetey \ bread lvideedtod RK al wan ard ain) eb won” 10ar nt : 
aoe aod OF vighag ato vb hesien at viiardioq¢o yis¥e ted exnoe © 
ber mh gd anew vou ot cd Faint ylenve maidens 7 


tht » hey teti b 9 yer voxton bh oved of ban dered ba 


a 


} ogy eet taut foie Pligg fags ate). PAL eH Hoty HI irate pel) a 


ids Ths wirsted eid ay sunahRuah death odd end ee eid ~ 





: OVI BN ei Pais woud 1} J jqoD to inefiines { ee tad 
Path 
fiat at ied | MIG? COLTON ~eThTy) | piel iiw voter aor al ; 
ti tin gltiw founame 4 She) Singin, sgiaiurt i lavenep i erent 
v4 bitrys net Te is" Siesta , 4 . oft Hy HOO dod 
; wid it ooanki I wht OWd Ipee ant Lies y ott if aay qiason” 
“a , i 1"2 ; bf lie “syDue mevpow. Berbers i a 
) ly boqqide cotyoO aM 88t at 
) Wilt H ICSI ui aplad 
\ Eye all of aod eaw @ a * 
i : a ial & Y pesky ny ; iodo A oo pel wublinto evga i 
civovetie S07  glovitompeot 2altorO ino bow 
Y autiin woh wae weit 9 of woleinke deny a 7 
a ivy? ; 7 sory, 1, Giga) 
ty | | ft ov duit’ nt belanal 
y Rise rl Peyt S| il | 
i fi i ry if wytnl Hi 
Mm? | ‘ ld % foc at j 
| f 4 erat T 
P él ; i Lodnom Der any 


1 t } , ( { ay * ape fil sige NW volahl o} jaew 
Fatt, | ties —, 

) Ey £ Tepe} V4 ie ime (iue Ww? TAO 1 pearl es ory = 

ry \ ; , a i , of Ht ) i} j i os Poiiitim7 ') te ti guaqenoo 
f ‘ { : } rrewimarly, Bua Hult edat Pyvagist 


, j ' 
by 5 Att i i hh STD of ain 
, : S . P 
be Fo isda a cd whi ye Toplitionsg 
i ‘ ‘. * 


i 
wd (ars a ane Hine DA Toa cape, feberoepeges marie eek 


, i rl oe ryahi eee hay’ oe wae) wa it lint aw a 
* ' ¥ ’ ' oe n 
j fesvoit® ju fedalaeees Bow Yew writes. ods denoth) beviee otf  eepde 


F 


290 


MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI, B80 


turning to his home in Tippah county he engaged in farming, and was married in February, 
1867, to Miss Mary E. Graham, who bore him three children, oue son and two daughters, 
Hattie L. (wife of J. I. Swain of Love Station, Miss.), Sallie M. and Leeoty H. (deceased). 
Mrs. Guyton died November 1, 1875, at her home in Tippah county. She was a consistent 
member of the Baptist church. Mr. Guyton was next married in October, IS77, to Callie 
D. Hoyle, of Lee county, Miss., and they have three sons and two daughters: David E., 
Jobu F., William I°., Pearl V., and Callie D. Mr. Guyton edueated his two eldest danghters 
at the female college at Blue Mountain, Miss. Mr. Guyton is favorably known all over Tip- 
pah county, bas always been a liberal contributor to schools, churches and all other enter: 
prises of a laudable nature, and is called the ‘ poor man’s” friend, never baving been known 
to turn any one from his doors hungry. He is.a member of the Baptist and Mrs. Guyton is a 
member of the Methodist church. Mr. Guyton’s plantation is located on the Narrow Gauge 
railroad, ten miles south of Ripley, and the station is called Guyton. The postoffice is also 
named for him and he has filled the position of postmaster since 1880. 

Hon. Jolin E. Gwin, attorney, Lexington, one of the brightest of the legal talent in 
Holmes county, Miss., was born in that county in December, 1844. His father, James M. 
Gwin, was born in Carroll county, Teun., about LSOS, and was one of the old settlers of that 
state. He was reared there, aud about 1828S came to Mississippi, locating at Natchez, where 
he was deputy United States marshal for some time. He was associated with Dr. William 
M. Gwin (a cousin), also from Tennessee, and made his home in Natchez for a number of 
years. About 1886 he removed to Holmes county, of tbat state, located on a farm west of 
Lexington, and there made bis home until quiteaged. He was married in Wilkinson county, 
Miss., to Miss Susan V. Davis, a daughter of Hezekiah Davis, and of an old aud prominent 
family of Mississippi. She was born in Wilkinson county. When well advanced in years, 
Mr. Gwin moved to Lexington, and resided with his son until his death in 1887. He was 
a prominent farmer, and accumulated a large estate. His wife died in 1875. He was a 
prominent Mason. Hon. John E. Gwin, the second in order of birth of the three sons born 
to this union, was educated by private tutors at home, and then entered the Lexington 
schools. In 1862 he enlisted in the Confederate army, Thirty-eighth Mississippi infantry, com- 
pany A, as private, and served until the close of the war. They were mounted in the fall of 
1863. He participated in the Deer Creek campaign, where there was some heavy fighting. 
was in a great many skirmishes, and was in Colonel Greerson’s raid through Georgia. 
During that raid he was shot through the head, the ball entering just below the temple and” 
coming out at the nostril. Audalthough not badly hurt, he was disabled for twomonths. During 
that time he went home, but, after recovering, returned to his regiment. During the siege 


cf) 
of Vicksburg he was on detailed duty, and his company and regiment were captured by the 
enemy. Mr. Gwin participated in a great many skirmishes and small engagements, and in 
the summer of 1865 he was paroled at Gainesville, Ala. In 1865 he commenced reading law 
with Judge J. W. Dyer, and took a course of law in the University of Louisiana in 1866 and 
"67, graduating in the latter year. Mr. Gwin then located in Lexington, and has had an 
extensive practice here since. He takes an active part in all political campaigns, but does 
not aspire for oflice. In November, 1885, he was elected to the legislature, and served one 
term in the lower house, being chairman of several committees, while a member of that body. 
Besides his practice, Mr. Gwin has been engaged in planting since 1S85, and is the owner of 
several large tracts of land, in Le Flore and Carroll counties. Asa lawyer Mr. Gwin 
ranks among the prominent ones of his part of the state, and is a deep reasoner and a clear 


wud foreible speaker, He has heen on several very important cases, viz.: the defense of Capt. 










‘% 


Dd 


“ead of bahia saw ad za if 
aohiqneh uw! bes tot ad 
werd) A ytd fin " reas wiht . 
Hiern a ave On ghnitdee cepa ise teed ee : Ayel (ft shame, boil . 
Hip hot ATR) teh ee hee ane: ‘ * Sth: beard ann: @ add We 4 
t feiant Ee todays tan evel eta ane teed pyeit we Mee pout (anes tml Yo obyatt 
VUbyaiyah> Joule veyed ape iad eh ead Ne 1 alata how,.¥ towed oT wailliW ae vit 
att oat Fk Wried lebanese et: nonin) abt wilt attaas Tro Pn wystto: elon ae ra 
vely -oetto fir bem dodo: aloolled Ot “sohiistson herodit  dond: eyne beawdl ats 

wont tec gained wives osht Sect nog” "add holly: ed haw arudon oldatnnnl 2 Ye ably 
wf dete) 2M bon pehtghhl adf tw Hoel reas 1 cit ok gaya zrqedp eid art onto “rine wind of 
wagirih) wera, sit? no hebepel ei iebeharnaly & Tad ent) ae diotuds dettwublalt add Yo yadanwuis 
wla +) soltobepagal” apa fallin ais stitade us D403! iélayadd Yu lee eolhor ued Boerlina 
NAT deta wild bens sib Slee att hoc rid och does aris tO! Beit 

i tell heel gil) fo deetiigind aah iy wae Cees 9 aenyonh cred M aalo6 Gol 
aun pedi ehh «seat covcfeatora E ‘i ayok tlt wi aod ea mil pgonos asailot 
V0 Tey eral idee Dito will Vieuailiog wr fin pues roils pattyl proton Hera al inod maw aha 2 
LW wifetult in yalioysld fiaetcnith rh ahens eee derodte: ae oted) Jigen caw oH hits 
lil 6 ditty Dolaighnen apy okt thus ee aut Aypelenpratenedtas &, lotiall wtaypob eaw od 
Te Sebati, vat aedote ah opine ay abit: fin, “ne ‘acon Be Waal iil Avision a) wie : 
leo doe iad a ai Fietiyeall oie: inet WW owt a9" @yHoll ot Bova wh RAT devel” - OY 
phaser nomial W oi born awme at «daa ite outod id vliaue oro fo wokgdized © 
aT YY na Kho os betes atl dnivexon hes: mextibgabnels ih Arruce, . ¥ mast watht-ol watt : 

“ane ant b eapneetin Mew yeti” aan vie He Wont veto ve de Aippientea HE to thin 

“1 Obl SHI ai cbfoabr eit Uete cries OTH for. Eeesdai rit lett, diahqaaaeatiind cod Deevweuny aw aM 








ae vinwe LA tweet i 


Saree, 





























































i aaeH ra TAt ai SB ste WERE aide a aye ie “Raph ta sean evap burp esate? Jneninow! # 
mt atic etd wilt end le cei et, Hirose Ait an a) PM ashods: ue nen tooniarong ci 
Meese uE Yeah) | foe ond Bie arnt ie Beta} wt “aly id rid Lye ce niin deanna - wily ul ot : 
We, Ebr ot igeyldete Mein? digi haves te od hal harsivte gh ROG a! alohdne ” 
Lit od Wbetnusar aww yall owoedl id sae el len Balter bite tevin fa h Tua 
(itt “Yio! quite Mie aed) araelye (oe Spi Ce STE St 5 Peace 0 J “We aby ld ati hutigisiving 6H ener 
oe) ni bint secre 1aiotn 27 uit ay Wy ‘pw jaine deine (heh iserg # ot enw h 
an lipid Gul yuherl tent soi gatne, Mgt 9 iit Toga aa Shard, Peres Nh aE: iow tad quivetl ne 
eh kihic ove! it frat aw Gil Pte Pogths Lest SHEE got tgs fata ts: Ate sotvendd te Wire yoiaroy . 
hte Wie Seaton tT lagiuntuery eal ot Tees 4 ipal Tar WHat weg tesa) ncot deowoed ousit. tnidd ay 
1s CH AGEL fev OW pwal) fom a petri ene ha ripify J hath ide ey meee” wil geutritiolsi 17". 7 
rr ere bhi hava Kotleisretia- PERT TOO nny Fay PU an | hws) at Yates 
wal guilu Weodseieoe al Aba abt oily ylang See) ait tent te meee odt 


WMT Gt NiGiniithh to viewed ac in wetlow pie 7 HOOL hin Shaykh. Yo Ty agbot dliw 

Lista pa algaieel ut beatae nai aie alo ee jak sieht ani yuldenthars * rat 
uh til contin ite lyeitiliog Tn x bn eh eared ee M aoe ote whois aviaualx4 > 
pear wey ti treih Sy ihaiiie vy yboayht ot treivate fll i Oe) 2 sats ra Tone ul ouitteeyal erlqen don . _ 


AL fyb Ye. verti » efipw geoo Hires aie | Hinson) ails yreeral oeriyt deol aalt af dared 
hy vei will af in he) ene Gat Whee hey ith Doyen naud eal iwi) «lf Me oid wolinell 
nwt) 4. aaewial wl owen Tem hat mal ah ot bol We efoad angel feaavoe 
Hils odiiur dndomaqeoh acal Dae! ie air 16 hay etl To ome fiseteriy sh) yovad, ale 
yn DGevente tel; aft: nee pot dos a ee ~ breve ha To | hind oft ae acca 





836 BIOGRAPHICAL AND ITSTORICAL 


S. H. Whitworth, J. K. Harkins and Mr. McClean for the killing of Mr. Ivy and Mr. Aston 
in Le Flore county in 1885. The case was taken to Greenville, and resulted in 
acquittal, after a tedious two weeks’ trial. Mr. Gwin was also in the celebrated case of Cox 
vs. Redmond for defendant ; also the case of Eugene Story vs. Mississippi. Mr. Gwin was 
married first in Lexington in June, 1869, to L. R. Gage, a native of Texas, and the daugh- 
ter of James Ii. Gage, of Macon, Miss. She was reared in the last named state, received 
her education there, and there her death occurred in July, 1878. They became the parents 
of two children: Susie, a young lady, and Julia Alice, who is attending Nazareth academy. 
Mr. Gwin was married the second time in 1881, in Grenada, to Miss Bella Hughs, a native of 
Grenada, Miss., and the daughter of Dr. Hughs, of the last named place. The three 
children born to this uniou are named as follows : Sallie Hughs, Joe Willie aud Bella Hughs, 
all daughters. Mr. Gwin is a member of the Knights of Honor and the Knights of Pythias. 
He and Mrs. Gwin are members of the Episcopal chureh. ® 

Lewis T. Gwin, a prosperous and progressive merchant of Cleveland, Bolivar county, 
Mississippi, was born in De Soto county, this state, on the 19th of August, 1858, the eldest of 
six children born to the marriage of William B. Gwin and Mary K. Tinsley, natives of Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee respectively. Although born on Blue Grass soil William B. Gwin 
spent most of his life in Mississippi and died in De Soto county in 1878. Before the Re- 
bellion his attention was given to planting, but after the war had closed and his slaves 
had been emancipated he devoted his time to his trade, that of a mechanic. His father, 
Tarlor Gwin, was a North Carolinian who moved to Kentucky after his marriage, coming soon 
after to Mississippi and locating at Warrenton, this being before the town of Vicksburg was 
platted. He was of Scotch-Irish descent and was a man of intelligent and progressive views. 
The maternal] grandparents were Coleman and Margaret (Henderson) Tinsley, natives of 
Tennessee. Lewis T. Gwin was reared in De Soto county, Mississippi, and although his ad- 
vantages for acquiring an education were somewhat poor, he managed to attend the public 
schools for some time. While he has never received the literary training only to be ob- 
tained in schools or colleges, he bas been trained under the rigid but unerring teacher of 
experience, and as he commenced to make his own way in the world when a mere lad he has 
profited by his early trials and is now an independent and original thinker. His father was 
an invalid the latter part of his life and on Lewis’ youthful shoulders fell the care of sup- 
porting his mother and five children, until the latter could earn their own livelihood. He 
‘devoted his time to following the carpenter’s trade and farming, by which means he was able 
to care for the family in a very satisfactory manner until 1884, at which time he began do- 
ing for himself. The following year he went to Texas, but a few months later returned to 
the home of his childhood and opened a mercantile establishment, which business he con- 
tinued with success up to the present time. In this business he is associated with a Mr. 
Bashee and their stock of goods is valued at about $6,000, besides which they own some yal- 
uable real estate property in the town. Their mercantile establishment is the best in the 
town and by their honorable business methods and courtesy and attention to their customers 
they have built up a payable trade. Mr. Gwin is an enterprising, but cautious, business 
man, is possessed of unbounded energy and deserves much credit for the excellent use he 
has made of his life. He las discharged every duty that has been laid upon his shoulders 
willingly and faithfully, and his record as a son, brother, business man and citizen is alike 
honorable and worthy of respect. He is unmarried. 
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GHAPMER XX. 


FAMILIES OF} PROMINENCE, H. 


NATIVE Georgian is C. B. Hagans, whose birth occurred in 1826; since L858 he has 


been a resident of Warren county, Miss. He is now next to the eldest of five sur- 






viving members of a family of twelve children, born to Edward and Hartic 
(Porch) Hagans, who were also born in Georgia, the former moving to Talladega county, 
Ala., at an early day, at which place he engaged in planting. He died, in 1866, at the age 
of eighty-two years. C. B. Hagans spent his early life in Talladega county, and at the 
ave of twenty-five years engaged in planting, a calling he has followed, with good results, up 
to the present time. Upon first coming to Warren county, he followed the calling of an 
overseer for some time, but, upon the opening of the war, turned his attention to other pur- 
suits. He rented land planted until 1S72, when he purchased his present property of two 
hundred and fifty acres, of which two hundred acres are under cultivation. He is a success- 
ful and experienced planter, and although his plantation is not as large as many others, it is 
tilled in such an admirable manner that it yields a larger profit than many much larger 
places. His property has been acquired through his own efforts, and it is acknowledged by 
all his acquaintances that his honesty and fair dealing is aboye question. He was married, 
in 1855, to Miss Louisa Ware, a native of Alabama, by whom he is the father of six 
children: J. D., R. W. (deceased), E. H., a resident of Louisiana; G. W., also a resident of 
that state: C. A.. of Warren county, Miss., and M. F., also of this county. Mrs. Hagans died 
on the 6th of February, 1S91, at the age of sixty years, having been an earnest and constant 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church South, for many years. Mr. Hagans also 
belongs to that church, is a member of Boyvinia lodge No. 112, of the A. FP. & A. M., and is an 
active and public-spirited citizen. His brother Sherrod resides in Alabama; D. C. is un- 
married aud makes his home with bis brother, C. B. Hagans; Sarah. a sister, is the wife 
of Perry Bullard, of Mississippi, and Amortah is the wife of W. Deacon, and resides in 
Alabama. 

Dayton Hale comes of an old and honored family of the Bay State, but was himself 
born in the town of Columbus, Miss., of which he is the efficient and trustworthy post- 
master, March 10, 1849. His parents, Harrison and Anna M. (Dayton) Hale, were born in 
Winchendon, Mass., and Basking Ridge, N. J., respectively, both being of good old Putri- 
tan stock. William L. Dayton, the maternal vreat-uncle of the subject of this sketeh, was 
a very prominent man of his day; and during President Tincoln’s first administration 
was minister to Franee, and in 1856 was a presidential candidate on the ticket of Fre 
mont and Dayton. The Hales ure of English origin. Harrison Hale moved first to New 
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York from his native state, but is 1835 became a resident of Mississippi, at which time he 
located in Columbus, Lowndes county, where he was among the first settlers. After clerking 
for eight years for Dr. Sidney S. Franklin, he formed a partnership with Abraham Murdock 
in the mercantile business, but was also engaged in the manufacture of leather, wool hats and 
iron. Their factory, which was located about sixty miles from Columbus, was a very exten- 
sive one for that day, but was destroyed by tire during the war. Their business relations 
lasted for over thirty years, and were not only harmonious but were profitable as well. Moses 
Hale, the grandfather of Dayton, was examined for a certificate to teach school by James 
Murdock in Massachusetts, but, strange to say, their sons were totally unacquainted, aud had 
never even heard of each other until they met in Columbus, Miss. Harrison Hale was capt- 
ain of a militia company which was organized in this county. He was a charter member of 
the Columbus riflemen, organized in 1837, and was an active and honorary member until his 
death, in 1S68. He was a whig politically, was a leading member of the I. O, O. F., and for 
them purchased and laid out what is now known as Friendship cemetery, and, in fact, was a 
leader in many public enterprises. One of his ancestors, Artemas Hale, was a member of 
congress from Massachusetts, and was also a member of the state senate. He lived to be 
ninety-eight years of age, andtwo other members of the family lived to be over ninety-seven 
years of aye. To Harrison Hale and his wife five sons and three daughters were born, three 
sons and one daughter now living: Dayton, Moses A., William C., and Anna Dayton. Day- 
ton Hale was educated in the town of Columbus, and at the age of sixteen years began work- 
ing for himself as a clerk for his father, after which he began manufacturing saddle blankets, 
continuing until his establishment burned down in 1873. As soon as possible he rebuilt and 
continued to conduct his manufactory until ISSO, at which time he engaged in sawmilling, 
which occupied his time and attention up to 1885. In February of that year he was appointed 
to the position of postmaster of Columbus, Miss., a position he has capably filled up to the 
present time, being reappointed by President Cleveland, and recommissioned by President 
Harrison. He has discharged the duties of this position very efficiently and (6 the entire 
satisfaction of the public. He was first married to Miss Ophelia Tillman, by whom: he has 
one child, Dayton, and his second union was to Mrs. Olive (Kirkland) Marion, who had one 
child by her former husband, Robert F. Marion. Mr. Hale is a member of the LO. O. F., 
and he and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church, in which he has served as 
deacon for four years and elder for fifteen years. 

R. W. Haley, a prominent planter, whose postoffice address is Okolona, Miss., was born 
in that place in 1849. His father was Dr. Samuel Haley, and his mother’s maiden name was 
Legrove. Dr. Haley was born in 151] in Tusealoosa county, Ala., and was a planter and 
merchant, as well as a physician. In the latter capacity he was known in Alabama, Tennes- 
see and Mississippi. He joined the Masonic order in North Fork, Ala., aud was a member of 
more than ordinary prominence. He and his wife were communicants of the Baptist church. 
He had five children, all of whom are living: Fannie A., Peregrine, R. Weston, Alice and 
Emma. Dr. Haley died in Mississippi in 1SS1. R. Weston Haley received his education in 
the schools of Memphis, and married Beulah Greeenwood, of Monroe county, who bore him 
six children, five of whom are living: Charles, Greenwood D., Thomas A., Sarah C. and 
Durwood 8. Mr. Haley is a member in good standing of the Chickasaw lodge No. 720, 
Knights of Honor, and he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal chureh. 
Mrs. Haley was a daughter of D. C. and Sarah (Dale) Greenwood. The latter was born in 
Marion county, Alu, was reared in Sumter county, of the same state, and received her edu- 
cation at Demopolis, Utah and Livingston. Her parents were Hugh and Catherme Dale, the 
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former a life-long planter, a man of good education and great nobility of character, and who 
was elevated toa bigh rank in the Masonie order. The old Dale plantation in Alabama, 
though it has changed hands, is still in good repair, and is a landmark in that part of the 
state. Mr. Dale was born in Ireland, and emigrated to America at the age of eighteen. He 
was a member of the Presbyterian church and his wife of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
Five of their children are yet living: John C. (planter and miller, of Tipton county, Tenn.): 
Baliva E. (a planter of the same place): Sarah D. (now Mrs. Greenwood); Martha H. (Mrs. 
Sampson), the two last named living in Monroe county, Miss., and Kate (Mrs. Hadily), a 
prominent teacher in Louisiana. D.C. Greenwood was born in Quincy, Monroe county, 
Miss., in 1826, the son of Thomas and Lydia Greenwood. He was a Mason and Knight of 
Honor, having joined the first named order in Aberdeen in 1851, and the last mentioned at a 
later date in Okolona. In early life he graduated from the law department of a Virginian 
institution, but was never a legal practitioner. He was of a literary turn of mind and 
inclined towards a journalistic career, tinally becoming editor of the Aberdeen Independent 
and Chickasaw Messenger. He served in the Civil war as first lieutenant in Ferguson’s com- 
mand. Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood had twelve children, eight of whom died while young: 
Edward E. died at the age of nineteen, just as he had completed preparations to enter 
college; Thomas D. died at the age of twenty-five years, an Oakford graduate, who carried off 
the honors of his class, and made the best record of any student in the college up to that 
time. Mrs. R. W. Haley is a graduate of the school of Verona, and received her diploma 
with high honors. 

The name of Dr. Andrew J. Hall is one of the most influential in Natchez, and one of 
the most respected in Adams county. He is modest but earnest in the practice of his pro- 
fession, a skilled physician devoting his entire time to the service of humanity. He was born 
in South Carolina, March 12, 1839, and was the sixth in a family of twelve children born to 
Fenton and Ruth (Clark) Hall, who were born in South Carolina and Georgia respectively, 
and died near Corinth, Miss., the former in 18S4 and the latter in 1S85, having reared a 
respectable family of high social standing. The Doctor removed with his father’s family 
from South Carolina to Mississippi in 1S4S, and after receiving a good English education he 
became familiar with agriculture on his father’s farm till later he became interested in the 
mercantile pursuit and located in that business at Madison, Ark., in 1860. War being 
declared between the North and South, he returned to Mississippi in 1862 and enlisted as a 
private in company D, Thirty-second Mississippi regiment under Col. M. P. Lowrey (who 
afterward became brigadier-general). After participating in the battle of Chickamauga, he 
was promoted to General Lowrey’s staff as aid-de-camp and was afterward assigned to duty 
as assistant adjutant-general, in which capacity he served till the close of the war. After 
Chickamauga he was engaged in the battles of Missionary ridge, Ringgold gap and all the 
battles of the Georgia campaign including the siege of Atlanta, and returning with Hood into 
Tennessee, was engaged in the battles of Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville. His next move 
was with Hood’s command into North Carolina, but on reaching South Carolina, received 
orders from the war department transferring him to General Taylor's command at Mobile, 
Ala., but before reaching that point received notice of the surrender of the Confederate forces. 
His war record was a most excellent one, his name being sent to the department at Rich- 
mond for a medal for gallant conduct on the field at Chickamauga, but he says he was not 
entitled to it more than thousands of other soldiers whose names were not mentioned. 
Although he fought for a losing cause, he had no cause to regret or be ashamed of his mili- 
tary career, having so carried himself as to win the admiration of his comrades and ofticial 
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promotion on the part of his superior officers. He wasa member of the famous division com- 
manded by General Pat Cleburne, who was known by the sobriquet of the Stonewall of the 
West. After the war he lost no time in repining over the results of the war, but immediately 
located in the town of Pontotoe and engaged in merchandising, to which calling his attention 
was given until 1869, after which he embarked in the insurance business. About this time 
he formed a desire for the study and practice of medicine, and with this end in view entered 
the Louisville medical college and later the Bellevue hospital medical college of New York 
city, from which he graduated in Mareh, 1879. At the end of this time he returned to Mis- 
sissippi and soon built up a Inerative practice at the town of Pontotoc. In 1886 he removed 
to the cityof Natchez, where he has secured a substantial practice among the very best 
families of the city. His reputation with the medical fraternity is by no means local. He 
has made an enviable name for himself through his high professional attainments. He was 
married in 1867 to Miss Valeria R. Huntington, a native of the town of Pontotoc, her parents 
being John and Salina Huntington, the former a dentist. To Dr. Hall and his wife were born 
two children: Frank H. and Deseret R. The Doctor has always taken much interest in public 
enterprises, in the educational, religious and moral interests of the community and country 
at large. He is aman of broad sympathies and of liberal views; a consistent member of 
the Baptist church, he combines his religion with his professional life. He is a member of 
A. F.& A. M. and the Knights of Honor. In personal appearance he is prepossessing and 
his manners are courteous, pleasant and affable. He is a man of well rounded character. 

The present efficient cireuit and chancery clerk of Covington county, Miss., Evans Hall, 
of Williamsburg, was born within the county’s borders, at Mount Carmel, in 1845. Here he 
was reared and educated in the common schools. He is the eldest of a family of nine chil- 
dren, born to Dr. A. H. and Mary A. (Evans) Hall, natives of North Carolina and Louisiana, 
respectively. Dr. Hall was born in 1S14, and came to the county when a youth. He attended 
a medical school in Willmington, N. C., and after leaving his studies, was appointed receiver 
of the land office at Augusta, Miss. When he was ready to begin his professional work he 
located at Mount Carmel, and formed a partnership with Dr. Gartman. The life of a pioneer 
physician is not an easy one, and the Doctor’s was no exception to the rule; his patients were 
scattered over the territory between Pearl and Leaf rivers, a distance of forty miles, and the 
newness of the country rendered travel excessively laborious. Evans Hall, son of the Doctor, 
served as a soldier in the Civil war, from 1863 to the cessation of hostilities. He was a mem- 
ber of the Fourth Mississippi cavalry, and saw some active service. When the war was ended he 
returned to his home, and in 1866 was united in marriage to Miss Effie McDonald, a daugh- 
ter of Alexander McDonald, and a niece of Judge J. BK. McNair.“ In 1874 Mr. Hall took 
charge of the cirenit court and chancery court work by appointment, aud since that time he 
has succeeded himself by election. He is well fitted for the duties of this position, and has 
discharged them with a promptness and intelligence that have left no room for complaint. 
At the present. time he also has some commercial interests, whieh are conducted under the 
firm name of Hall & Harper. In his religions faith he is connected with the Presbyterian 
church, of which he has been an active ruling elder for many years. He is a member of the 
Masonic order. He is a man of decided convictions, and with courage to carry them out in 
spite of popular opinion, He has a wide acquaintance throughout the county, and has the 
honor and respect of the entire community. 

G. Q. Hall is a descendant of a distinguished Tennessee family. His grandfather, 


John Hall, of Lebanon, was a lawyer of great learning, in whose oftice and under whose 
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guidance the distinguished Mississippi jurist, William L. Sharkey, read law, and there, it 
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is said by Judge Sharkey’s biographer, the foundation was laid for the eminence subsequently 
attained by him as a lawyer and jurist. His great-uncle, Gen. William Hall, was promi- 
nent in the legislative and political affairs of that state, and was elevated to the gubernatorial 
ehair. The father of the subject of this sketch moved to Mississippi in the thirties and 
founded the town of Hopahka, in Leake county, which was the favorite rendezvous of such 
celebrities as Guion, Prentiss, Hicks, Forester and others. He was associated with Colonel 
Forester in removing the Choctaws to the Indian territory. Mr. Hall was born in Leake 
county in IS51, and though too young to be in the army, was intrusted, at the age of thirteen, 
with the management of his father’s plantation while his father and elder brother were in the 
Confederate army, the one as captain of company C, Sixth Mississippi infantry and the other 
as high private in Barksdale’s brigade, and afterward as captain of a cavalry company. In 
1869 he entered the freshman class at New Middleton, Tenn., under the tutorship of those 
superior educators, J. P. Hamilton and N. J. Finney, and completed the four years’ course 
of collegiate study in thirty-six months and was elected by his class as the valedictorian. 
Returning home with his ‘fsheepskin” and without a dollar, he farmed and taught school, 
vecupying every spare moment in the study of law, and was admitted to the bar and located 
in Carthage, Leake county, in September, 1875, where he soon built up a lucrative practice. 
Mr. Hall was never a candidate for office, but was appointed superintendent of publie instruc- 
tion for Leake county, in January, 1876, and held that place continuously for about seven 
years. Under his administration, school warrants enhanced in value from forty cents to par 
in two years. Mr. Hall was, with one exception, chairman of every political convention and 
executive committee in Leake county from 1875 to the date of his removal to Meridian, Miss. 
Tn October, 1SS4, he removed to Meridian, and formed a law partnership with that distin- 
guished Mississippian, the Hon. Joel P. Walker, under the firm name of Walker & Hall, 
which firm is enjoying a large and lucrative practice. He is trustee of the graded schools of 
Meridian, Miss., and is a director of the Meridian National bank, of which institution he isan 
ex-vice-president. He was married in Madison station, Miss., in the year 1875, to Miss Kate 
Montgomery, an accomplished lady and one of the oldest and most respected families in 
Mississippi. 

Judge James G. Hall (deceased), was born in Grenada, Miss., on the 19th of August, 
IS47, and was tenth in order of birth of eleven children born to Rev. James G. and Elizabeth 
(Woods) Hall, natives of North Carolina. The parents removed from their native state to 
Mississippi in 1837, and there made their home until 1878, when the father, mother and 
several members of the family fell victims to the yellow fever epidemic. The father was a 
minister in the Baptist church for more than fifty years. He had been married twice and 
was the father of a large family, only one of whom is now living. Judge James G. Hall 
passed his youthful days in the county of his birth and received an academic education there, 
The war put an end to his hopes of a regular collegiate education, but he continued his 
studies after the war, teaching school at the same time. In 1867 he began the study of law 
under the late Judge E.S. Fisher, was admitted to the bar in August, 1868, and immediately 
began practicing with Col. W. H. Fitzgerald, in Charleston, Tallahatchie county. In 1S60 
he was appointed county attorney, but was removed, with other civil officers, in the same year, 
by the military governor, Ames. In IS7l he removed to Sardis, Panola county, Miss., and 
soon entered into partnership with Hon. L. P. Cooper, which continued until the removal of 
the latter to Memphis, Tenn., when he formed a partnership with Hon. J. B. Boothe, and 
this continued until his appointment as chancellor of the distriet in 1882. Previous to this, 
in 1875, the good people of Panola county sent him to the legislature, and though one of the 
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youngest members of the session of 1876 and 1877, he was among the most useful and influ- 
ential. Industrious, painstaking, vigilant, conservative, he was well fitted to assist in reclaim. 
ing the state from the #onfusion resulting from the misrule and corruption of the so-called 
reconstruction era. To the high and honorable office of chancellor he was reappointed at the 
expiration of his first term, and, had he lived, would have continued until September, 1S90, 
the expiration of his term, at which it was his previously announced intention to retire from 
the bench and resume the practice of law. It was universally conceded that he was an able 
and conscientious chancellor, and his decisions gave general satisfaction. Hyen where parties 
and their counsel had been disappointed, they gave him credit for being actuated alone by a 
just conception of the law and a good conscience. Judge Hall was not only a good lawyer, a 
faithful legislator and an able counsellor, but he was, above all, a noble Christian gentleman, 
and was so recognized by all who knew him. He never passed over an error to gain popu- 
larity, but had the courage of his convictions, and dared to do and to say what he believed to 
be right in the face of all opposition, no matter how powerful. He was a strong advocate of 
the cause of temperance, and struck many a blow which will tell in later years even more 
potently than it did when given. To his church, the Baptist, although a comparatively 
young man, he was a pillar that could withstand every storm, and amid all his seewlar work 
he was never known to neglect a church duty, but, as superintendent of the Sabbath-school, 
and leader in the choir, he was always at his post. As adviser and counsellor of his pastor, 
or in any church work, we doubt if he hada superior in any church-or denomination. In 
speaking of him his pastor said: ** No pastor of any church ever had a better or more earnest 
and unselfish helper than I have had in Judge Hall.’’ His death occurred on the 21st of 
January, 1890, and was the oecasion of universal sorrow, for all felt what it was to lose such 
aman. He lived a life that has left a tender memory behind, and that was an exemplifica- 
tion of the purest and most exalted principles. Although dead, he still lives, for his peerless 
example remains to be of far more value and benefit than gold, and more enduring than life 
itself. Judge Hall was married in 1872 to Miss Belle Thornton, an excellent and accom- 
plished daughter of one of the most prominent families of Tallahatchie county, Miss. She is 
a native Mississippian, and the eldest of four children born to P. H. and E. A. (Bailey) 
Thornton. She was reared in her native state and received her education at Oxford. This 
marriage resulted in the birth of three children: Lizzie L., Annie B. and Charles P.. all at 
home. Mr. Thornton was a native of Tennessee, as was also his father, P. H. Thornton, and 
was of English origin. The Baileys were of Irish extraction. 

S. H. Hall isa planter and sawmiller of Senatobia, Miss. He was born in Chickasaw 
county of this state in October, 1845, the second in a family of seven children born to Hiram and 
Martha (Hollitield) Hall, both of whom were born in Rutherford county, Tenn., where they grew 
up and were married. They removed to Chickasaw county in 1846, and here the father died 
in 1888 at the age of sixty-seven, his wife’s death having oceurred in 1SA9. Six of their seven 
children grew to maturity: John C., who died in prigon at Rock Island, TL, in 1862, having 
been a member of Middleton’s company of Mississippi infantry; S. H., the subjeet of this” 
sketch; James W., a farmer of White county, Ark.; Sarah S., wife of J. A. Morean, a farmer 
of this county; Hiram E. (deceased) was a postmaster of Senatobia; and Senath Asile, the 
deceased wife of John Wynn, of Crawford county, Ark. Hiram Hall, the father, was very 
active in polities, and was a member and president of the county board of Calhoun county 
for twelve or fifteen years, and in [S72 and 1873. represented this county in the state legis- 
lature, being elected to that office by the republican party. He has also been a member of 
the county board of Tate county, in which he acted as president. He was a member of 
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Ebenezer lodge No. 76 of the A. F. & A. M. of Senatobia, and was a member of the Grange 
from the time of its organization in 1872 until it became extinct. He was of a generous 
disposition, and schools and churches, as well as other worthy enterprises, found in him a 
hearty and substantial supporter. The school days of S. H. Hall were spent in Chickasaw 
county, and there he was married in November, 1567, to Miss Frances V. Davis, a daughter 
of Dr. R. H. and Martha (Ellis) Davis, the former a native of Alabama, the latter of Georgia. 
Mrs. Hall was born in Mississippi, and her union with Mr. Hall resulted in the birth of 
twelve children, the following of whom are living: William B.; Lela E., wife of William 
Williams, of Senatobia; Henry H., Hubert G., Effie M., Clyde, Payne and Marie. Mr. Hall 
lost his estimable wife on the 31st of December, S58, her death being deeply lamented, not 
only by her immediate sorrowing family, but by all who knew her. In July, 1863, Mr. Hall 
enlisted in the Confederate service, becoming a member of company B, Nineteenth Missis- 
sippi cavalry, and served in Forrest’s brigade until July 14, 1564, when he was wounded at 
Harrisburg, Miss., and disabled for further service. Prior to this he was in the engagements 
at Moscow, Tenn., Brice’s crossroads, West Point and Pontotoc. He was second sergeant 
of his company. In December, 1869, he became a resident of Tate county, Miss., and soon 
after his arrival purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land, which, by industry, good 
management and shrewd business tactics, he has increased to fifteen hundred and thirty acres. 
At the same time of his purchase he put up a good sawmill, which he has since operated, 
about 1881 adding a cottongin, crusher and thresher, KE. C. Townsend being his partner. 
He cultivates between six and eight hundred acres of land, which he devotes to the raising 
of cotton and corn. He is interested in all matters pertaining to agriculture, and has taken 
great pains to improve his plantation by fertilizing. He conducts a good supply store and 
blacksmith shop, both of which have proven paying enterprises. He has been president of 
the Tate County Alliance since its organization, and holds the same position in his subordi- 
nate lodge. He is vice president of the Tate County Stock Breeders’ association, is a member 
of the Memphis Building & Loan association, and is a steward in the Methodist Episcopal 
church at Chestnut Ridge. Socially he is a member of lodge No. 1565 of the K. of H. of 
Senatobia. He has a beautiful and pleasant home, and he is deservedly proud of his admir- 
ably kept plantation, and of his career as a man of business. 

S. T. Hall is a druggist and planter of Houston, Miss., but was born in Tuscaloosa 
county, Ala., in 1830, a son of S. T. and Nancy (Fawcett) Hall, both of whom were born in 
Union district, S. C., the former’s birth occurring in 1792 and the latter’s in 1795. They 
were reared and married in their native state and about 1825 removed to Alabama, where 
they made their homes until their respective deaths, the father’s demise occurring in 1856 
and the mother’s in 1882, the latter being an earnest and worthy member of the Baptist 
church at the time of her death. S. T. Hall, Sr., was a soldier in the War of 1812, and for 
some time served as bailiff in Tuscaloosa, Ala. To this union four sons and five daughters 
were born, the following of whom are living: Richard, who resides near Greensboro, Ala.; 
Samuel T.; Thomas J., who resides in Tuscaloosa county, Ala.; Nancy, wife of Jefferson 
Naugher, of the same county; Elizabeth, widow of Martin Springer, of Chickasaw county; 
W. R., Sarah, Loudusky and Catherine (deceased). S. T. Hall, the subject of this sketch, 
spent his youth in the neighborhood of his birth, but received only meager advantages for 
obtaining an education. At the age of twenty he left Alabama and came to Chickasaw 
county, Miss., where the most of his literary education was obtained at night by his own 
efforts. For some time after arriving here he followed planting and overseeing, both of 
which occupations he followed until 1862. He was married in 1855 to Miss Huldah A. Lip- 
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sey, who was born in South Carolina in September, 1833, a daughter of Arthur and Margaret 
(Laulk) Lipsey, to which union were born two sons and four daughters: John Thomas, who 
resides in Arkansas; Samuel Marion, at home; Mary Ann (deceased), Margaret N. (deceased), 
Minnie J., at home, and Nettie Ellen, wife of Osear Knox, of Pontotoc. In 1862 Mr. Hall 
enlisted in the Twenty-fourth Mississippi infantry as a private and served until the close of 
the war, proving himself a true and trusty soldier to the cause he espoused. He took part in 
the engagements at Murfreesboro, Dalton, Resaca, Marietta, Kenesaw mountain, Franklin, 
Nashville, Atlanta, Jonesboro and a great many minor engagements and skirmishes. He was 
slightly wounded at Resaca and Jonesboro, but did not leave the field. After being paroled 
at Gainesboro, N. C., April 26, 1865, he returned to his home to once more take upon him- 
self the duties of planting, walking the entire distance of over one thousand two hundred 
miles, there being eight whites and two negroes in the party. When they had reached, 
Russellville, Miss., they were met by a party of outlaws who attempted to rob them of what 
valuables they possessed, but were met by stubborn resistance, and Mr. Hall and his friends 
managed to get safely away. At that time Mr. Hall owned a half section of land seven 
miles east of Houston, to which he has added until he now owns eight hundred acres in 
one tract and four hundred in another, all in Chickasaw county. This entire property has 
been acquired by his own efforts, for which he deserves much credit. In 1875 he removed 
to Houston, where he engaged in the livery business and two years later opened a drug 
store, which he still conducts in connection with his livery establishment. In 1879 he 
opened, in connection with his nephew, E. J. Hall, a general mercantile store, in which he 
was interested until the Ist of September, 1SS7. .Mr. Hall is a member of the Christian 
church, but his wife, who died in September, 1587, was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. On the 20th of March, 1891, he took for his second wife Mrs. Aun Gamblin, a 
native of Chickasaw county, daughter of Isaac and Mary Paulk and widow of Frank Gamblin. 
Mr. Hall is a member of Pikeville lodge of the A. F. & A. M., of Buena Vista, and is a 
Royal Arch Mason, of Houston chapter. 

William G. Hall is one of those successful planters of the South who deserves more than 
ordinary credit for the successful manner in which he has made his way through life. for, by 
his own energy, perseverance and good management he has become the owner of two hundred 
and ninety acres of fine farming land, the most of which is fine river bottom land. This 
land is situated about three mites (by rail) northeast of Meridian, and is devoted principally 
to the raising of cotton, corn and potatoes. Mr. Hall is a native of Mississippi, where he 
was born in 1847 in Lauderdale county, and upon attaining a suitable age he was sent to the 
common schools, where he obtained sufficient education to fit him for the practical duties of 
life. He was brought up to the life of a planter, and upon starting out in life for himself it 
is not to be wondered at that he determined to make planting his chief calling. He was 
married in 1875 to Miss Annie White, a native of the same county as himself, and by her he 
is the father of three children: Sidney, Mary and Margaret. Although he began to make 
his own way in the world under adverse circumstances, he has done well and now consti- 
tutes a living illustration of the fact, that industry, perseverance and honesty are the 
stepping stones to success and independence. He is of a rather retiring disposition, but is 
very benevolent and has heart large enough to take in all mankind. He is a friend of edu- 
cation, is a Methodist in his religious views, and socially is a member of the K. of P. and the 
Farmers’ Alliance. In addition to planting he has given considerable attention to stock- 
raising, the most of his cattle being good graded Jerseys. His father, who also bore the 
name of William G. Hall, was born in South Carolina in 1810, and was married to Miss Mary 
Odum, of Alabama. 
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William Hamel, Yazoo City, Miss., was born in the kingdom of Hesse, Germany, Decem- 
ber 4, 1843, and is the seventh of a family of ten children, His father’s name was Henry 
Hamel. At the age of sixteen years he bade farewell to the fatherland, and sailed from the 
city of Bremen, to seek his fortune in the new world. He landed in Baltimore, Md., in 1860, 
and in the autumn of that year, came to Yazoo county, Miss. He was energetic and willing to 
do anything that presented itself, so the first work he did was to carry lumber from the yard 
of Frank Gieman. In a short time he secured a position with the Yazoo Icehouse company, 
and remained there until 1862, when he enlisted in company I, First Mississippi light artil- 
lery, Bowman’s battery, with which he served until the close of the war. He was in the siege 
of Vicksburg, and other less important engagements. At Blakely, he was taken a prisoner and 
earried to Ship Island, where he was held until the surrender. In 1865 he returned to 
Yazoo City, and for a year and a half he was engaged in draying. He then formed a part- 
nership with Paul Rogers in the sawmill business, which continued five or sixyears. He was 
associated with William Brown, to whom Mr. Rogers sold his interest, and about the year 
1SS7 he bought Mr. Brown’s share in the business, which he has since conducted by himself. 
In 1878 he became a stockholder in the Yazoo oil works, and is the present efficient president 
of that corporation. He is alsoa stockholder in the bank of Yazco City, and has some agri- 
cultural interests; he is a member of the hardware firm of Crain Bros. & Co., who do a large 
business. Mr. Hamel was married in 1869 to Miss Mary Nearman, a Mississippian, and a 
daughter of F. H. Nearman. Of this union seven children have been born: Frank H., 
Nettie, Blanche, George, Katie, Alice and Joseph. The family are members of the Roman 
Catholic church, and highly respected members of the community. Mr. Hamel’s career is one 
to inspire every young man who has an honest desire to succeed in life. He began at the 
very bottom of the ladder; was a foreigner, surrounded by a strange people, speaking an 
unknown tongue, and yet in the face of all these apparently adverse circumstances he has 
succeeded, and succeeded well, showing that “pluck” will win, where “luck” often fails. 

Mary Elizabeth Hamer, the subject of this sketch, is the eldest daughter of the 
late learned and beloved Dr. Charles J. Mitchell and his gentle, cultured wife, Mary L. 
Davis, who died when her daughter was only four years old. Dr. Mitchell was, after 
much persuasion, induced to give his children to their grandparents, and although he after- 
ward married Miss Lucy Bradford, Mr. Davis’ niece, to whom the children were much 
attached, their grandparents would not give them up. Lise, as she was familiarly called, 
had become the fondest object of her grandfather’s affections. She accompanied him in 
his daily rides about the plantation, inspecting crops, the pastures, where large flocks of 
sheep and herds of Durham cattle were kept, visiting in early morning the milking pens, 
where a hundred cows contributed their milk to landlord and slave. Thus she grew up 
with a taste for plantation life and accustomed to the supervision of many things. Her 
early youth was spent under the care of private teachers in the winter, and in traveling in 
the summer months, and these long trips were her createst grievance, as she thought it a 
hard fate to be taken from home, when it was a very paradise of fruit and flowers (for 
Hurricane was famous then for its beautiful gardens), to travel through hot cities and visit 
stupid watering-places. Sbe did not realize then, as she did later, that it was anxiety about 
her more than any other consideration which induced her grandparents to leaye a home 
as much beloved by them as by herself. To strengthen a rather weak constitution, she was 
encouraged in all kinds of outdoor sports. She was taught to ride on horseback almcst as 
soon as she could walk. When quite a young girl she could swim very well, and could 
shoot birds and ducks on the wing. When she was about seven years of age her grand- 
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father, wishing to show his brother, Hon. Jefferson Davis, some fine colts, permitted her and 
two of the little boys of the family to accompany them toa field where there were about 
forty mares and colts grazing. She was riding a pretty, willful little mare, called by one of 
her own pet names, Lizzie Dumps, and the little boys rode a gentle Indian pony. For 
some cause the mares and colts began to race across the fields. The children’s horses at 
once took fright, and the little boys soon tumbled off; but the mare, with her light bur- 
den, went at full speed, heading for the high orchard fence. Mr. Jefferson Davis, a few 
years before his death, in relating the incident, said: ‘My brother was riding a large, 
awkward horse, but mine was very swift, and, after a moment’s pause, fearing to frighten 
the mare still more by pursuit, I determined to take the smaller risk, and, urging my horse 
to the utmost, I overtook the little rider, seized the horse by the bridle and turned its head 
within a few feet of the fence.” After soothing her by praises of her good riding, she 
was permitted to ride home in triumph, between her grandfather and uncle, while the little 
boys had to walk back in disgrace. Mrs. Hamer said even in childhood she often wondered 
why her grandfather, who was so devoted to her, would allow her to take such risks. She 
frequently rode horses that were so wild it would take two stout negro men to help her 
mount; and his look of surprise if told she was afraid to kill a large snake would cause her 
to chase the next one, even into the weeds. She understood afterward it was to correct the 
natural timidity of her nature. There was nothing she would not risk or try to accomplish 
to win a word or look of approval from her idolized grandfather. During the high water of 
1859 a crevasse very unexpectedly occurred in the levee on the adjoining plantation, and 
Hurricane, much to the dismay of Mr. Davis and family, was overflowed. He was just con- 
valescent from a severe spell of illness, and Mrs. Davis, so greatly depressed by the whole- 
sale destruction of her beautiful gardens, they determined on spending some months in 
Europe. Their grandson, who was at the commercial college in New Orleans, and their 
granddaughter, who was then at Nazareth academy, Kentucky, accompanied them in their 
tour through Great Britain and the continent. They were in Paris when Napoleon III. 
and his army returned from Italy. The 15th of August had been selected for the grand 
entry, and for two or more weeks preparations were being made for the occasion, while the 
army was encamped at the Champ de Mars. The procession through the city was the 
greatest pageant they had ever witnessed, and they were singularly fortunate in the location 
of their windows, which overlooked the intersection of Rue de la Paix and the Boulevard 
des Italiens, which large space was so densely packed with people that even the long line of 
mounted police could scarcely withstand the pressure. Some detention occurring in the 
rear of the procession, a halt was made just as Napoleon, with his staff and bodyguard, on 
their superb white horses, was passing their windows, and they were included in the gracious 
smiles and bows he and his generals gave the enthusiastic multitude. A few days later Mr. 
Davis left Paris for Switzerland, to place his grandson, J. D. Mitchell, at college, where he 
remained until the beginning of hostilities at home, when he ran the blockade and joined the 
Confederate army, in which he served until the end of the war. On their return from 
Switzerland, three weeks later, they were surprised to find that all traces of the great celebration 
had disappeared—triumphal arches, statues and columns, some so grand and substantial 
they had supposed they were intended to be permanent--all were gone, and Paris had 
assumed its wonted appearance. 

In November the fimily left for home. Mr. Davis engaged an accomplished Swiss lady 
as governess for his granddaighter; but, as Harricane was ong ef the most hospitable 
of Southern homes, she was much discouraged by the frequent interruptions to her lessons 
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in the arrival of company; the excursions, hunting parties, horseback rides and other irresist- 
ible distractions to students in the country—distractions which have so many pleasant rem- 
iniscences for old age. But these happy days were not to continue, for already the dark 
clouds of war were gathering—Abraham Lincoln being elected president, the South indig- 
nant and defiant, states seceding, Mr. Davis elected president of the Confederacy, and her 
grandfather heart and soul with the cause. After the seat of government was removed from 
Montgomery to Richmond, Miss Mitchell accompanied her grandparents in a visit to the 
president and family. She spent several weeks with them, at the Spottswood hotel, and 
afterward at their residence, where Miss Mitchell enjoyed the charming society of Richmond, 
and met many distinguished persons since become historical. Mr. Davis again returned to 
Hurricane, but on the surrender of New Orleans, fearing the arrival of gunboats, he removed 
his family, slaves and stock to a plantation twenty miles back of Vicksburg, where their 
security was but temporary. After Grant’s army surrounded Vicksburg, marauding parties of 
the enemy frequently visited the place, carrying off stock and other property, and inducing 
the more able-bodied negroes to run away. Mrs. Davis’ health was very delicate, and, as the 
prospects at Vicksburg became more desperate, Mr. Davis sent her and other ladies of the 
family to the neighborhood of Jackson. But Miss Mitchell refused to leave him, and for 
three weeks they remained in the place, in a constant state of suspense and excitement, expect- 
ing visits from the numerous squads of Federal cavalry which made nightly depredations 
upon that and neighboring plantations; listening day and night to the bombardment at Vicks- 
burg; alarmed when the cannonading ceased; cheered again by the sound of the guns, which 
they hailed as signals that the gallant little city still held its own against such over- 
whelming odds. On the night of the 3d of July Miss Mitchell, hearing voices outside, 
seized her revolver, which she always kept under her pillow; but, in going to the door, 
recognized the voice of one of the servants, who told her a courier from General Johnston 
had dispatches for his master. Ever on the alert for any danger threatening her grand- 
father, she still felt suspicious of the stranger; but Mr. Davis at once admitted him, and 
found he bore a letter from Gen. J. E. Johnston, urging him to leave at once, as Vicksburg 
would be surrendered next day. Mr. Davis fearing this sad termination to Vicksburg’s gal- 
lant struggle, had patched up old wagons, which had been left by the enemy, and with such 
oxen as had escaped capture succeeded in getting conveyances enough to carry off the sixty- 
five women and children, and a few men who had remained faithful to him, with such of their 
baggage as could be packed in. There was only room in the wagons for one small trunk 
apiece for Mr. Davis and Miss Mitchell; for all of the slaves must have their clothes and 
bedding too. On leaving Hurricane, the house had been left fully furnished, as if the 
family were only going on a summer tour; though they had taken many trunks, books, pic- 
tures, etc., to adorn their new home. Now they could select only such things as would be 
most necessary to their comfort. There was no room in the wagons for even the pretty 
guitar, or little writing desk; all must remain and share the fate of the household treasures 
left at Hurricane—to be carried off by the soldiers, or burnt with the dwelling. At sunrise 
Miss Mitchell was awakened by an unusual noise and hustle in the house, and, on leaving her 
room, she found the yard invaded with soldiers, the house full of Confederate oflicers, and her 
grandfather in private consultation with General Johnston. The servants having prepared 
breakfast for as many as could be served, the soldiers quietly and sadly continued their march. 
In the rear of the army, amid clouds of dust, and in the heat of a July sun, the procession of 
wagons slowly followed Mr. Davis’ carriage. At Jackson they were joined by Mrs. Davis, 
other members of the family and friends. As skirmishing had already begun, they had to 


Te 





































tele sor redliy Ling peas sande touk ¢ 
he hiieaot) viet on Want lorie te Thy 
jel oll viwule ged open ok Hepner aneiae tyro) fee won prigenyecnaiie 
biagdl cbharier, erat OE caret 0) Liat’ gilind nian fonihpds yortalins oxew Taw Yowbuels te : 
out Jim ronebaleld. st Fe vighisow, Trt beverage abltntl, lll oy anifowsce: eoiste dowtioh Lan dena i 
eset! Pelee cits awe ltacniniteteng lp mae bald, wath ageing citi, fcecu : few dune sediotbanry | 
wht ol Nee) ni etre hie aol ‘foie iqusaoss ibsatotihl any lh Jaroutdgist oO): wemtogtaols 
a doted bourebtoq@ ada da cated di ates Imo Meoge ods vylimmt ban inobiewng — 
Nitulotd Je vets yulucradls. ald baryojgte flvbotiBe wok evdw eooubiee: stieltds frewraila 
hoawier waren aia Be [veraddia “wp wad vada toad hedigattaih Yarn tom be 
one ed deotery ty Lerhlgarn4) dane wot eo ralasrtewli so ind sala 
elas: T do Jou sulin gapvet aoitetugiq 9 ol Jools tow entols yliaanid 
fecal uey quaiFuisaut nn geel Lalita vin a cuogqganed ta ame singne 7 
sritioihand Babee: va { table Siaaaes Aveta Tio. git sonlg od foetiian ition par) youn | 
vbten tum  stspitek you aay Aplibigl oe oe fer 900) aoe boihad-ella oom ade 
wit Vo guint edt re veil hom ete Ae Meraqagl ont sarod yrededatl da atoageong 
OT fee gal onset of begtyor iedewlit salt i aeationS jo Loqlyehigion edt of qlieuth — 
Pepe ice ido bire setaprteraiie hnkenona att pemlny ot 11 hominuas coal elermwendd 
olehonqah Witwer alum clatlas ylranp, Leva to abst joe auroras odio wilaivgak 
Li? (thoutanlend aihhot igi hie gab gota j2cottiaely gomoddyion baadadiviegwy 7 
Lilly! ene ull lay bert tee weld qt ishiyeyat froth > bosnse yathaucnuas od? cove, beingola stond 7 : 
oth lite eaihge ano adi Bilodt Tite sete so drolleg oidandt ehargia ee bolind yah Oy 
dedi Shay phate Hoxie wee Wav Yo Wt) et do ddgin edi wO - 2bho galadedye | 
whi oifl vi dus wi sired sveallign “wd vofonur hod ageete ade detdw ,vetlowe ced boston 
ngdel Jour cet aviiiog 6 at Blot. ogee prantiase elt lo ene Te eey edi Dexumgonal — 
ity 2) uiidetsenl) sey yon it dels odd oe qr) etanen aid 208 sodoleqsib Sed, ~~ 
ail, Doritatn sae io ae oO) OE et ogaunite add Yo soinhpane J Hol Lite ode pad 
Judean? et ame in onal oti! gol soteaiiok hav soot sedtel a eed od Sapod 
I? Sodedol ol otdneiimod bee a eenpel eed «aM 2enk bea hetreboonna od binow 
done aliiw have -qinouo alt gel det oad bad doudy nome hte qu bedotep beck elyyuiiedaah 1” a 
Veoh! To ooo at dere eennineon peiiay af bebaionm saaeenioene foqaoes bad pis ray ia 


iret reniy 


Hib WO Gere ve dicil oot Det hited be tyatacers Hine ody wo wol e hes wottids, hots monn evlt 7 7 
Hit lowe one vo) sacnew od: cy pede “leo. eew wedT. 1 bodlomg of biieo se egesgad. . 
i diate sTartl Jerse tia vest der ThE vot: pf fedoai I an, las aprach wht me? oni 
djbuliow! het Sha gol bad -ostmed cult somehow giivaetaQo,onb eibhad 
eu gt Mit vesot etetivt head vot) wl 2a eee Bro qeng hao der xlicend 
” i { bing ‘hugs |gleee Ty Mery vowed we. ore wor siedltonobs/ot pate eons 
pen) fovodel oierw adh ob nite me genet ast colprop- gtadt cd Yineaswe Jeon —_ 
wit Dhaba i toate at mle he eet eee tie oe galley alviba setang 
rye if iowh odd avin wd 10 avadblpe ot yd Tho fecrotead of eaonivll da del xi 
yi quaenat phe les vere ade dbteiesd Pandy 4 rato Learn cn ye boo steal aver alew, Ioileil eeilt 7 


au fin. eerie oriculgeiacl to fia) sparieealy eriliiew dite beharrni (aay odd Daeg ale root 
bing eeived alent? oil'T stedes daly Les rene? chin aitallineeos olaning al squib 
hath Peiaiites ¢ fine base inp emiblos wi been od. bison an Leman 6m et vemslaord 
Ny (besiege? stern ‘lath 8 lo taud dt up bee, ier oobool bigs some mbes ed al 
ere wil! yet Tontog wow yds weedonh OA | cystine eivell vt Bepphlal wale, anne # ’ 
of tnd yo oaregogt ec yal igtddedanadita ak ,abaneist bes — od - . ~ 





848 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


hasten on. Henceforth they were refugees, starting out on that long exile from home, the 
misery and discomfort of which they could not yet imagine. Taking long and weary journeys 
through Mississippi and Alabama, they were subjected to many hardships and great anxiety. 
In one of the temporary stopping places Miss Mitchell’s dear grandmother died, surrounded 
by relatives and friends, who by their loving ministrations, tried to compensate for the lack 
of home comforts and the luxuries to which she had been accustomed. President Davis, 
hearing of her extreme illness, went to Lauderdale to see her, but could only remain a few 
hours. Her life had been spent in ministering to the comfort and happiness of others, and 
her memory is kept sacred in the hearts of all who knew her best, urging them to imitate 
her noble example. After this sad event Miss Mitchell became, if possible, more devoted 
than ever to her grandfather, doing his writing, reading aloud, and exerting her utmost in- 
genuity, to obtain for him the necessities his delicate health required, to give him pleasure 
and comfort. Those years of privation were a school where lessons of fortitude, patience 
and wisdom were learned, preparing her for the long and bitter struggle which the loss of 
the cause brought upon them. 

Once more, after the death of Mrs. Davis, Mr. Davis made an effort to reach a place of 
safety, this time directing his course toward Georgia, but hearing that Sherman was rapidly 
approaching, he changed his route and went to Tuscaloosa, Ala. There he built cabins for 
the negroes, and told them they must help support themselves until he could take them back 
to Mississippi. For some time Tuscaloosa proved a safe retreat, but near the close of the 
war it was invaded by the enemy. Mir. Davis, on hearing of the approach of the Federal 
troops, took his granddaughter a few miles into the country, where they were hospitably 
entertained by an old farmer and his wife. The Federal troops burned the public buildings 
and the bridge across the Warrior river, and in this last act some of their cavalry was cut off. 
Tn trying to reach their command they passed around by the farm where Mr. Davis was stay- 
ing. He had driven over to a neighbor’s, and when the alarm was given that a company of 
cavalry was rapidly approaching Miss Mitchell, remembering that in her grandfather’s trunk 
were packages of papers, addressed in his name, became alarmed lest, seeing them, they would 
pursue and capture him, she hastily gathered them up and threw them into the fire. The 
troops were in such haste to rejoin their command, however, that they halted for a few 
moments only. On Mr. Davis’ return she told him what she haddone. “Why, my daughter!” 
he exclaimed, “those were very valuable papers; but I do not so much mind their loss as 
that you should have become panic-stricken.” “Oh,’’ she said, “I was not frightened for 
myself. Why, old Mrs. C. and I were planning how, with the help of the negro woman, we 
could capture them, but her husband said we were fools, so we had to abandon the idea.” 
Mr. Davis laughed heartily, and never again reproached her with the loss of the papers, 
which in all probability would have shared a worse fate, for a few days later another company 
robbed his trunk, took the mules which had just been harnessed to his carriage, and earried 
off Miss Mitchell’s riding horse, the last of the many fine horses brought from Hurricane. 
After Lee’s surrender Mr. Dayis spent the summer in Tuscaloosa, but early in the fall started 
on his return to Mississippi, with pretty much the same conveyances, filled with ex-slaves, 
who had never left him. Poor things!’ They had intensely longed for their old home, and 
they thought and talked of nothing but Hurricane. On arriving at Vieksburg Mr. Davis 
sent the negroes on to the plantation, but, as it was still in possession of the Freedmen’s 
bureau (for it had been, during the war, a depot for fugitive slaves), he and his granddaugh- 
ter remained in Vicksburg. Here they were afterward joined by Dr. Mitchell and family 
in their return from Texas, which state they had chosen as a place of refuge during the war. 
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In Vicksburg Miss Mitchell made many friends, among whom she was the ideal Southern 
yentlewoman, beloved and honored by all. Her beautiful devotion to her grandfather, and 
her repeated refusals to marry, so long as he lived, seemed to place her above others. Through 
her efforts the choir of the Catholic church became famous. She sang like a prima donna, 
and collected a number of fine vocalists, with a master professor to lead them, and the music 
of St. Paul’s became the attraction of the city. No place of its size had so fine a choir, with 
so many splendid voices so admirably directed. After her grandfather’s death Miss Mitchell 
surprised society by announcing her engagement to Mr. W. D. Hamer, of Alabama, who had 
first addressed her during the war, but was not then accepted, because of her self-imposed 
filial duty. “After her marriage they determined to reside upon the plantation, and to rebuild 
and restore it to its former beauty; but, through inexperience in managing free labor, har- 
assing lawsuits, two overflows, and, on two occasions, the desertion of her tenants en masse, 
a heavy debt fell upon them, which, at the death of her husband, she conscientiously assumed, 
though legally she could have avoided doing so. This was a task which many experienced 
men would have shrunk from undertaking, but Mrs. Hamer devoted herself to its aecomplish- 
ment with mind and heart. She soon became convinced that labor-saving machines must 
supply the want of efficient laborers necessary to make planting remunerative, and constant 
thought evolved the invention of an implement which was pronounced most excellent by 
competent judges, and its merits were acknowledged by a certificate from the agricultural 
department of the great cotton exposition of 1885. The following notice of Mrs. Hamer’s 
invention is taken from the Planters’ Journal: 


“HURRICANE, Miss., Sept. 15, 1885. 
“The undersigned, a committee designated by the authority of the National Cotton Planters’ associ- 
ation to examine a new agricultural implement invented by Mrs. M. E. Hamer, of Warren county, Miss. 
and called a ‘cotton chopper,’ did, on the 15th inst., visit her plantation for that purpose. Mrs. Hamer 
had seeded two or three acres in cotton, very late, which were found in condition to practically test the 
implement. The ground was rather wet for the work, but the test to which the chopper was put satisfied 
each of us that it was constructed on a sound principle, and if manufactured by a competent mechanic it 
would be exceedingly valuable and labor-saving in chopping out thecrop. We think it would efficiently 
go over eight acres per day, leaving the cotton in small bunches. The chopper cultivates nearly the 
entire area of ground over which it passes, removing the grass and weeds, so that the plants could be at 
once reduced to a stand with the hoe, at a great saving of time and expense. 
(Signed.) H. F. Srwratn. 
T. C, BEpForp. 
J. B. O°KELLEy.” 


Mrs. Hamer has also been ever full of zeal for the moral improvement of her tenants, 
making every effort to induce them to marry. Her gifts of bridal dresses and wedding cake 
have aided greatly her teachings on the dignity of matrimony. In her ministrations to the sick 
and needy she is a true sister of charity. With material comforts she offers them the spirit 
ual help of the word of God, consoling and saving many a soul, reaping a rich harvest for 
the King of Kings. In studying the welfare of her children she thinks not of her own feel- 
ings, but heroically endures the separation from both of them, that they may enjoy every 
a‘lvantage of education. She lives a quiet but very busy life, with her bachelor brother, 
seeking contentment in the faithful performance of every duty, and in the hope of making 
Hurricane as happy and beautiful a home for her children as it was for her in her own happy 
childhood’s days. When life’s pilgrimage is ended she hopes to rest in the little graveyard, 
where sleep so many of her loved and honored dead—from her youngest babe to her great- 
grandfather, Samuel Davis. 
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Joseph L. Hamer was born in Anson county, N. C., in 1832, the fifth in a family of ten 
children, six of whom were sons, born to Thomas and Sarah (Cheairs) Hamer, natives of North 
Carolina and South Carolina respectively. His paternal grandfather was of Scotch descent, 
and his mother’s parents were of Irish descent. Thomas Hamer, the father of our subject, 
grew to manhood in South Carolina, whence he removed to North Carolina, where he married 
and lived for many years. He emigrated to Mississippi in [S40 and located in what was then 
Tippah county, now Benton county, near old Salem, where he bought Jand and engaged in 
farming so successfully that at the time of the war he had accumulated considerable property, 
including eighty-five slaves. He was among the early settlers in this part of the country, 
and was a plain, practical farmer, not at all ambitious politically, hospitable, benevolent and 
highly regarded by all who knew him as a highminded Christian gentleman. He and his 
wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal church. The latter died in 1856, he surviy- 
ing her till 1S74, when he passed away at their old homestead near old Salem. Our subject 
began life for himself at the age of twenty-two years asa planter. In 1855 he married Mary 
O. Wilcox, a daughter of Charles G. Wilcox, of Benton county, but his first wife dying in 
1859 he later married Eugenia E. Spencer, who died in 1875. Still later, and for the third 
time, he married Mrs. Bettie Strickland, a daughter of ex-Governor Matthews, of Mississippi. 
He has had thirteen children in all—three sons and ten daughters: Ophelia J. (wife of J. G. 
Threadgill), Ann E. (wife of H. W. Hardaway), Thomas S., Robert C., Nancy (wife of C. W. 
Brinkley), Sallie and Rosebud, still being alive, while the others died in infancy. Mr. Hamer 
owns one thousand two hundred and fifty acres of land, nine hundred being under cultivation. 
In the fall of 1862 he enlisted in company H, of the Fifth Mississippi cavalry under Colonel 
McGirk, which regiment was attached to the army of Tennessee. He participated in the 
engagements at Jonesboro, Ga., and Harrisburg, Miss., and various others of minor 
importance, serving until the close of the war, when in April, 1865, he was paroled at Gaines- 
ville, Ala. Returning to his home in Benton county he again engaged in planting and farm- 
ing, in which he has been quite successful ever since, his course being such as to win for him 
the respect of the people throughout the country. He is a Mason and his wife is‘a member 
of the Episcopalian church, upon the services of which his family are also attendants. He 
has always been a liberal contributor to the support of schools, churches and helpful public 
interests. : 

Dr. 8. D. Hamilton, a successful physician of Waterford, was originally from South Caro- 
lina, his birth oceurring on the 13th of February, 1849, and his father, William K. Hamilton, 
was also a native of that state. The latter was married to Miss Mary MeGowen, a native of 
Treland who came to America when but fifteen years of age, and to this union were born four 
sons, who are named in the order of their births, as follows: William MeGowen, John D., 
Robert W. and 8. D. The eldest, William M., was killed in the first battle of Manassas. 
The father of these children was a farmer, and passed his entire life in his native state, dying 
in 1882. The mother died four years later, in York county, S.C. Both held membership in 
the Presbyterian church. Dr. S. D. Hamilton left his native state and came to Marshall 
county, Miss., in 1871, having, previous to leaving South Carolina, studied medicine for two 
years. He resumed his studies in Mississippi under Dr. Warren, at Waterford, and after 
remaining with him one year entered the Louisiana university at New Orleans, and graduated 
from that institution in 1874. He then returned to Waterford and .began the practice of 
his profession the same year. There he has remained ever since, and is one of the foremost 
physicians of the county. The Doctor was married, in 1SS1, to Miss Maggie Tatten, the only 
daughter of Ben Tatten, who was a planter in Marshall county, Miss. They have born to 
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this union four children: William, Ben, Mary (deceased), Lillie and Samuel D. The Doctor 
owns good residence property in Waterford, an undivided interest in one thousand acres of 
land with J. C. Tatten in Marshall county, and he also has an undivided interest in his 
father’s estate in South Carolina. He and wife are members of the Presbyterian church. 
The Doctor is a Knight Templar in the Masonic fraternity, is a Knight of Honor, an Odd 
Fellow and a member of the A. O. U. W.) The Doctor is a young man of acknowledged 
ability in the medical profession, and as an auxiliary to that he has carried on the drug busi- 
ness In Waterford for ten years. ; 

Dr. 8. W. Hamilton was born at Paris, Ky., in the month of December, [S16, the fifth 
child in a family of seven children born to William and Rebecea (Ward) Hamilton, the for- 
mer of whom inherited a large estate from his father, who removed to the state of Kentucky 
about the time of Daniel Boone, and became a successful planter. William Hamilton became 
a resident of Mississippi about 1836, and after becoming a resident of Clinton, filled the 
positions of mayor, justice of the peace, notary public ant pestmaster. His wife was a native 
of Petersburg, Va. Dr. S. W. Hamilton was an attendant of the common schools up to the 
ave of twelve vears, when he entered an educational institution of Marion, Mo., where he 
remained for about two years. About this time his father became a resident of Tennessee, 
and S. W. left the school which he had been attending in Missouri and entered college at 
Memphis, Tenn., and during the two years that he remained there made rapid progress in 
his studies. He then came to Mississippi and joined his elder brother, James Hamilton, who 
was in charge of a Presbyterian church; then spent the two and a half succeeding years with 
Mr. Comfort at school. He then entered the mercantile establishment of Scott & Avery, 
remaining with them two years, when he became an employe of Spires & Charlescroft, and a 
year later of Parham & Gibson, in whose employ he remained four years. The two succeed - 
ing years he spent in traveling over the South. In 1841 he went to Richmond, Madison par- 
ish, La., but about a year and a half later came to Clinton, Miss., and was engaged in the 
collection of claims for merchants until 1842, when he began the study of law with Gen. 
Henry 8. Foote, abandoning it at the end of one and one-half years to take up the study of 
medicine with Dr. J. B. Morgan, of Clinton, in two years’ time fitting himself to enter col- 
lege. He took two courses of lectures at Louisville, Ky., receiving his diploma. In May, 
1846, he removed to Louisiana, where he followed the practice of his profession until L543, 
after which time, until the opening of the war, he was a successful medical practitioner of 
Madison parish. In 1S61 he became first lieutenant of company A, Fourth Louisiana bat- 
talion, with which he served until 1863, the most of his service being in West Virginia, 
under General Floyd. On account of ill health he returned home in 1863, but later was 
assigned to the surgical department. Upon his return to Louisiana he resumed the practice 
of his profession, and was a leading medical practitioner of that state until 1863. During 
the yellow fever scourge of 1878 he was at Delta, La., from which place he came to Missis- 
sippi. For the past two years Dr. Hamilton has not practiced his profession, only as his 
inost intimate friends desire. He was first married in 1850 to a Miss Pegram, of Petersburg, 
Va., by whom he has four children: Mrs. Mattie Whitfield, Mrs. Winfield (whose husband is 
the general ticket agent of the Cotton Belt railway), Belle (who married Charles Webb, who 
is an employe of the Texas Pacific railroad at Texarkana). The mother of these children 
died in 1859, and in 1863 the Doctor’s second marriage was celebrated, Miss Sallie Goodwin 
becoming his wife and the mother of two children: Mrs. Judge Bye (of Texarkana, whose 
husband is a leading lawyer of Arkansas), and G. W. Hamilton (who is an employe of the 
Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railroad). Dr. Hamilton is a Mason, a member of the I. O. 
O. F., and his wife is a member of the Presbyterian church. 
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William Stewart Hamilton. In any worthy history of Washington county, Miss., the 
name that heads this sketch should be given an enviable place among the leading citizens 
and its selfmade, reliable and wealthy business men. His experience in life has been a 
varied one, but at the same time one that reflects only credit upon him as aman. He was 
born in Wilkinson county, Miss., December 1, 1857, being the first child born to Jones 5. 
and Caroline A. (Stewart) Hamilton, who were also native Mississippians. The former was 
educated in the Centenary college, Louisiana., and soon after engaged with Scott, Cage & 
Co. as a commission merchant of New Orleans, and at the close of this engagement became 
deputy auditor of the state of Mississippi, which office he held four years. Before the war 
he was for several years sheriff of Wilkinson county, and after serving one term in that office 
was elected for a second term, but resigned this position to enter the Confederate army, 
enlisting at the beginning and serving until the close of the war. He was for some time 
colonel of his company and made a faithful and intrepid soldier, serving the Confederate cause 
with a faithfulness and earnestness of purpose highly commendable. Since the war he has 
represented Hinds county in the state legislature and has been one of the leaders of the 
democratic party in Mississippi. William Stewart Hamilton was reared in Jackson, Miss., but 
received the principal part of his literary education in the Collegiate academy of Baton 
Rouge, La. At the age of sixteen years he entered the employ of the gas company of Jack- 
son, Miss., as a clerk, where he continued to render efficient service for five years, learning, In 
the meantime, sterling business habits which were of material benefit to him in his subse- 
quent career. At the end of the five years he was made secretary of the company, and ably 
discharged the duties of this position for six years. In 1888 he came to Greenville and 
became an employe in the Merchants & Planters’ bank, where he remained until elected cashier 
of the Citizens’ bank of Greenville, which position he now holds. In the fall of 1890 he was 
appointed by President Harrison to the position of postmaster of Greeny:lle and is still dis- 
charging the duties of this position in a manner that is highly satisfactory to all. He was 
for two years city collector of Jackson, and in every official capacity in which he has served 
he has endeavored to do his duty, and bis efforts have been attended with success. He 
stands well in this part of the state as a reliable and successful man of business, and as he 
has not drifted from one thing to another, but has endeavored to faithfully perform the 
duties that have been Jaid upon his shoulders, he has been richly rewarded, not only with 
worldly goods, but in the confidence, respect and esteem of his fellowmen. In 1854 he was 
married to Miss Julia Y. Sullivan, a native of Missouri, and a daughter of George W. and 
Anna (Virden) Sullivan, the latter being a sister of E. & S. Virden, the most extensive mer- 
chants of Jackson, Miss., and to their union four children have been born: George 5., 
William 8., Jr., Fannie and Emma. Mr. Hamilton and his wife are members of the Episco- 
pal church, and socially he is a member of the A. F. & A. M., in which order he has attained 
to the knight templar degree, and is a member of the board of custodians of the state of 
Mississippi, which position he has held for six years. 

Dr. W. W. Hamilton, physician and surgeon, Brooksville, Miss. Dr. J. P. Hamilton, 
the father of the subject of this sketch, was born in the state of Georgia in 1821, and about 
1830 emigrated to Alabama, settling in Pickens county, and afterward removed to Missis 
sippi. He was married about 1546 to Miss Harriet A. Perry, of Pickens county, Ala., who 
died in Tallahatchie county, Miss., in June, 1SS3. He was a soldier in the Confederate army, 
but came home to practice his profession, as his services were indispensable there; he being 
excused by an tmanimous vote of his company. Aside from his practice, the Doctor is a 


lanter of moderate proportions, giving some attention to stockraisiny. His son, Dr. W. W. 
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Hamilton, was one of a family of nine children, and was born in Carroll county, Miss., in 
1856. He moved from there to Tallahatchie county in 1565, and thence to Noxubee county 
in ISSO, locating at Brooksville, Miss. He attended the hospital ‘college of medicine at 
Louisville, Ky., and graduated from that institution in March, 1879, with second honor fac- 
ulty medal. In ISSS he took a postgraduate’s course in the New York polyclinic hospital. 
Dr. Hamilton is of quite a scientific turn of mind, and is destined at some time in the near 
future to win peculiar distinction in his chosen profession. Applying the old criterion that 
‘a workman is known by his tools,” Dr. Hamilton must be ranked very high. He gives 
much attention to gynecology and general surgery, and has also devoted much attention for 
the last two years to microscopy, bacteriology and general pathology. The Doctor has built 
up an extensive practice, which is not confined to his county, but one which extends into adja- 
cent counties. He possesses many valuable instruments, consisting of electrical batteries, a 
microscope, amputation cases, ete. Dr. Hamilton stands very high socially, and is a citizen 
of whom his county and state may well feel proud. The predictions are that his uame will 
some day occupy a very elevated position in the temple of fame. In addition to his practice 
the Doctor is proprietor of a handsome drug store, which presents the appearance of being 
not only neat and well kept, but rather extensive and well assorted for so small a town. 
Among the lawyers and judges who have graced the bar and bench of Mississippi few, 
in the last quarter of a century, are more deserving of notice than Hon. James 8. Hamm. For 
the last thirty years, Judge Hamm has occupied a prominent position among the leading 
lawyers of the state, and it isa source of regret that the limits of this work will not permit a 
niore thorough analysis of his character as a lawyer and judge, and of the many prominent 
characteristicts which adorn and beautify his life. Judge Hamm is a native of the Old Domi- 
nion. After having graduated at the university of his native state, he devoted himself to the 
study of law, and upon his admission tothe bar, turned his face westward and stopped for a 
brief period at Gainesville, Sumter county, Ala., where he remained only a short time and 
then settled, in 1850, at De Kalb, the county seat of Kemper county, Miss. The sixth 
judicial district, in which the young lawyer decided to strike for fame and fortune, was one of 
the best and wealthiest in the state, and many able and eminent lawyers graced the bar of 
each county seat, and practiced throughout the entire circuit. Thus surrounded, the young 
lawyer saw the difficulties in his path, but with a zeal, earnestness and perseverance rarely 
equaled, he applied himself to the intricate labors of his profession, and soon bacame its recog- 
nized head in hisown county, and ranked among the ablest lawyers in the district. Atthat period 
circuit judges were chosen by the people, and in the summer of 1558, Mr. Hamm announced 
himself as a candidate for judge of the sixth judicial district, canvassed the district, address- 
ing the people in publie assemblages in every county, and though he was opposed by an 
old, able and popular lawyer, he was elected by a large majority. At the expiration of his 
four years’ term of office, Judve Hamm was reélected, his term of office extending during 
the period of the war between the states. At the close of the war, Judge Hamm resumed 
the practice of his profession in the sixth judicial district, and in 1865 he removed to Merid- 
ian, the county seat of Landerale county, and there continued in the laborious and successful 
practice of the law until 1876, when he was appointed by the governor to the circuit judge- 
ship, which office he held until 1882, when he resumed the practice of law, in which he is 
still engaged at Meridian. It will be observed that since his admission to the bar, a great 
portion of the life of this gentleman has been spent in wearing the judicial ermine. He not only 
acted as judge, but he was a judge, in every true acceptation of the term, firm, dignified and 
courteous tothe members of the bar; polite, impartial and just to litigants. The writer, who is 
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himself a lawyer of large experience, ventures nothing in saying that no circuit judge in 
Mississippi ever commanded more respect, or filled the office with more distinguished ability, 
His decisions of legal questions, always commanded the highest respect, and his charges to 
grand and petit juries showed that he was a master of the science of law, and his clear, strony 
intellect, and perfect command of the purest English, enabled him to make the simplest 
understand the principles enunciated. When off the bench, in the capacity of practitioner, 
Judge Hamm was eminently successful. Fluent, easy, and strongly argumentative. his 
speeches to courts and juries rarely failed to carry conviction. As a man of literary culture 
Judge Hamm has few superiors. In his intercourse with the world, its men and wonfen, he 
combines the swaviter in modo with the fortiter inre, andis a great talker, ratherthan a great 
conversationalist. One never tires in his company, and never fails to be interested and 
instructed. In polities Judge Hamm has never belonged to the strictest sect of states’ rights | 
democracy. In religion he is a Methodist. Judge Hamm has been happily married twice. 
His tirst wife was a daughter of Mr. Hampton, a leading farmer and merchant of Kemper 
county, Miss. His second wife was the daughter of Rey. Jefferson Koger, a distinguished 
Methodist minister of Noxubee county, Miss., who lost his life for the cause of his native land 
at the battle of Perryville. It is to be regretted that lack of space forbids a more complete 
and perfect sketch of this eminent man, who is an ornament to the bench and bar of Missis- 
sippi, whose sky is studded with so many luminous names. 

George P. Hammerly, general merchant, of Iuka, Tishomingo county, Miss., was born 
in Limestone county, Ala., in 1829, was one of eleven children born of John and Sarah 
(nee Price) Hammerly. His father was born in Berkeley county, Va., in 1799, and who was 
asaddler by trade. He early removed to northern Alabama, and there married, in 1525, 
Sarah, daughter of William and Nancy (nee Reed) Price, who was born in Tennessee in the 
year 1800. Her father was a native of North Carolina, who came to Tennessee early in Hfe, 
and the family moved thence to Alabama about 1820, locating in Limestone county, where 
Mr. Price engaged in planting, and where he and his wife both died. Mr. Hammerly’s 
father was a mechanic, who devoted his entire attention to his home interests, and took no 
part in public life. He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church; prominent in the 
Masonic order; an old line whig, and died in 1882, at his home in Athens, Ala. He raised 
six children, of whom George P. Hammerly is the eldest. The others were Lydia M., 
Nancy R., Eliza A., John H. and William G., the last mentioned of whom died in Alabama 
in 1869. Their mother, who was also a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, died in 
Athens, Ala., in 1883, and the entire family, with the exception of the subject of this sketch 
are living in that town and in its vicinity. Naney R. married William Hendricks and Eliza 
became the wife of Robert Ragsdale. George P. Hammerly’s earlier years were passed in 
his father’s shop and in attending the common schools at Athens, Ala. At the age of twenty- 
one he became a clerk in a store, though he had previously learned the saddler’s trade with 
his father. Upon coming to Mississippi, in 1551, he found employment in astore at Eastport, 
where he remained six years and thence came to Iuka in 1857. Here he was also employed 
as a clerk for two years, and in 1859 he opened a store on his own account in the block in 
which he is now doing business. Jn 1863 he enlisted in company D of Colonel Johnson's 
regiment, Alabama cavalry, in which he held the position of lieutenant. He served about 
two years and participated under General Forrest in the engagements of Day’s Gap, Luka, 
Moulton, Brice’s Crossroads, Harrisburg, Athens and Selma. He was in a Jarge number of 
skirmishes in addition to the engagements mentioned, but was so fortunate that he was never 
wounded nor taken prisoner, though he had a number of narrow escapes. He was paroled 
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at Iuka, May 20, 1865. After the war he was reéngaged in the mercantile business, which 
he bas continued to the present time; during the many panics having never failed. He was 
married in 1558 to Mary A., daughterof Dr. A. M. and Mary A. (nee Richardson) Scruggs. Dr. 
Seruggs was a native of Tennessee and was born about 1810. He was reared in Alabama and 
became a prominent physician there. His home at this time is near Memphis, Tenn., though 
he was a resident of this county from 1844 to 1852. His wife was boro in northern Alabama 
about 1S16, and Mrs. Hammerly was her only child. She was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and her death occurred in Alabama in 1838.) In 1840 Dr. Scruggs mar. 
ried Miss Sarah Sutton, who bore him six children. After her death, he married Miss P. A. 
Walton, by whom he had five children. Mr. and Mrs. Hammerly have had borne to them 
eleven children, of whom Mary B. (now Mrs. Wells, of Grand Junction, Tenn.); Edwin T., (who 
is employed in his father’s store); Lelia and Laura are living. The following are deceased: 
Finch, John A., William G., George P., Martin R., Job and Sallie L. Mr. Hammerly has 
for many years been connected with the Methodist Episcopal church, in which he has served 
as recording steward for the past quarter of a century, and during the same period he has 
been superintendent of the Sunday-school connected with his congregation, and his wife is 
also a member of the same church. He has been for twenty-five years a trustee of the Iuka 
female institute, and is the president of the board, and he is also a member of the board of 
directors of the Iuka normal institute and bank of Iuka. He is a member of the Masonic 
order and politically he is a democrat. He was a member of the city council fora long time 
and for several years served as its secretary and treasurer. In connection with his merchan- 
dising interests, he has long carried on the lumber business in a successful manner; he is the 
owner of about twelve hundred acres of land. He takes a great interest in public affairs and 
has contributed his full share toward the improvement and development of his town and 
county. 

Rey. James M. Hampton owes his nativity te Tennessee, his birth occurring in Lincoln 
county on March 9, 1817, and is a son of Samuel Hampton, a native of North Carolina. The 
elder Hampton emigrated to Tennessee soon after his marriage with Miss Elizabeth Barnett, a 
native also of North Carolina, settled in Lincoln county and there followed farming until about 
IS45. He then moved to Mississippi and settled in Itawamba county, where he continued to 
reside until his death in 1876, when about eighty-four years of age. He was a soldier in the 
War of 1812, and in politics affiliated with the whig party. He held membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and was a man respected and esteemed by all. To his mar- 
riage were born thirteen children, most of whom lived to be grown and seven of whom are 
now living. The mother of these children died on April 2, 1S71, at the age of seventy-five 
years. Mr. Hampton was married the second time when eighty-two years of age. Both parents 
were members of the Methodist Episcopal church South, joining before the division of that 
church. The children now living are Mrs. Bethema C. Blackburn, Mrs. Frances Hughey, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hughey, Mrs. Martha Harrell, Samuel F. and Lafayette, the last two resid- 
ing in Arkansas. Rev. James M. Hampton, the'third in order of birth of these children, was 
reared in Tennessee and secured a fair education in the common schools. In 1846 he moved 
to Mississippi, located where he now lives, and since then has been actively engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits in connection with his ministerial duties. In L837 Miss Christian E. Guinn 
became his wife, and since then has been a true companion and helpmate to him through th« 
varying scenes of life. She was born in Stokes county, N. C., in 1S14, and was the daugh- 
ter of Thornton P. Guinn, a native of Virginia. Her grandfather, Duke Atwater Guinn, was 
a native of Ireland, and came to America at an early date, settling in the Old Dominion. 
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Later he moved to North Carolina and there carried on agricultural pursuits. Mrs. Hamp- 
ton’s father died in North Carolina, and her mother afterward came to Mississippi, where 
she received her final summons. They were the parents of twenty-one children, eleven of 
whom grew to mature years and had families. Mrs. Hampton, the only one now living, 
passed her girlhood and received her education in her native state. Her brother, A. B. 
Guinn, was one of the first settlers of Calhoun county, and he located on the land which Mr. 
Hampton now owns, and there resided for some time. The place at that time had few 
improvements, but after Mr. Hampton located on it he cleared and made many changes. He 
is the owner of three hundred and fifty acres of land with one hundred and fifty acres under 
cultivation, and is an agriculturist of advanced ideas. Mr. Hampton served for a short 
time during the war as captain of company FI, Twenty-ninth Mississippi regiment, which was 
under the command of Gen. E. C. Walthal, but owing to sickness he was honorably discharged, 
after which here turned to his home, where he has since resided. He became a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church when thirteen years of age, and in 1844 he was licensed to 
preach in Fayette county, Tenn. After coming to Mississippi he continued his ministerial 
duties as a local preacher. In 1847 he was admitted into the Memphis conference and his 
first circuit was that of Aberdeen, in Mississippi, where he continued until within the past 
few years. He is now a superannuated member of the North Mississippi conference, and 
devotes a portion of his time to the ministry in the surrounding neighborhood. Mr. 
Hampton has ridden on horseback many thousands of miles to fill appointments. To his mar- 
riage were born four children, only one now living: Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Provine married 
John W. Provine, who was killed at the battle of the Wilderness (see sketch of R. N. Provine), 
and who left a wife and two children: Texana Elizabeth (resides in Florida and is the wife 
of S. L. Bitting), and Mrs. Clara Willie (wife of J. W. Forrest, resides in Montgomery county, 
Miss). The mother of these children has always made her home with her parents; Samuel! 
T. died when about eight years of age; Ann Caroline died at the age of about six years; 
and Monoah Hardin was drowned in Yalobusha river when in his twentieth year. Mrs. 
‘Hampton and daughter are members of the Methodist Episcopal church South. Mr. Hamp- 
ton was a whig in his political views previous to the war, and since then he has adhered to 
the democratic party. He was a member of Chapel Hill lodge No. 227, A. F. & A. M., but 
is now a member of Pittsboro lodge No. 105. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gwynn Hancock is successfully engaged in conducting a fine plantation 
of one thousand two hundred acres near Clarksdale, and comes of a very old and prominent 
family of Kentucky, her ancestors having come from Virginia and Maryland. She was born 
in Louisville, Ky., the eldest of six children born to Nicholas and Elizabeth (Greathouse) 
Gwynn, both of whom were born on the blue grass soil. The father was a cotton dealer of 
New York, but the most of his hfe was spent in Louisville as a banker, being president of 
one of the leading banks of that city, and a leader in its business circles. He has become 
very wealthy and is the owner of a beautiful home and one of the finest plantations in Coa- 
homa county, Miss., which his daughter, Mrs. Hancock is now cultivating and managing. 
His father, Fielder Gwynn, was a tiller of the soil and inherited English blood of his father, 
who came from England with Lord Baltimore and settled on Gwynn’s Island near Balti- 
more, Md. The maternal grandparents were Isaac and Elizabeth (Ridgeley) Greathouse, 
natives of Virginia and Maryland respectively, after their marriage being classed among the 
“FR. PF. V’s.” In 1875 Elizabeth, the daughter of Nicholas and Elizabeth Gwynn, was 
married to Russell Hancock, a native of Missouri and a son of Gen. W.S. and Elmira 
(Russell) Hancock, the former a native of Pennsylvania and major-general of the United 
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States army, and the latter of Missouri, the Hancocks being very prominent and wealthy. 
Russell Hancock came to Mississippi in 1871 and became a prosperous planter of Coahoma 
county, also taking an active and prominent part in public affairs. He was very public 
spirited and moved in the highest social circles of this section, and his death which occurred 
in Mississippi at the untimely age of thirty years was lamented by a large circle of friends. 
Mrs. Hancock is a highly accomplished and intelligent lady, is gracious in manner, and her 
beauty and kindness of heart have won her numerous admirers and friends. 

J. E. Hand, a son of E. E. Hand and E. W. Hand (nee Eliza W. Gibbs), was born in 
Jasper county, Miss., November 2, 1859. His father was a native of North Carolina, born 
in 1823. His mother was born in South Carolina, and is now sixty-one years of age and a 
resident of Waynesboro, Miss. Mr. Hand is of Scotch-Irish descent. Since his father’s 
death, which occurred in 1875, he has had charge of the family affairs. Until he was fifteen 
years of age he attended the schools of Waynesboro, and then entered into contract with a 
mercantile firm of that town, where he was employed for fourteen years. In 1888 he came 
to Pachuta, Clarke county, Miss., where he embarked in merchandising on his own account, 
associated with Mr. J. 8. Turner, of Vosburg. His firm (J. E. Hand & Co.) also own and 
operate a turpentine distillery, producing annually about twenty-five thousand gallons of 
spirits of turpentine and three thousand barrels of resin, valued at about 312,000. The 
purchasers of these articles are from all parts of the United States. The company has its 
own cooperage establishment. Pachuta is eleven miles west of Quitman, the county seat of 
Clarke county, and is surrounded by immense pine forests, affording good facilities for a 
perpetual output along this line. Mr. Hand does some farming. His mercantile interest 
amounts to perhaps $15,000 annually. He is regarded as one of the foremost business men 
of the county, and has ever done his part toward the promotion of all worthy public 
interests. 

P. B. Hand, lumber manufacturer, Handsboro, Harrison county, Miss., was born in 
Onondaga county, N. Y., May 19, 1834, and isa son of Miles B. and Helen (Dowd) Hana, 
who were also natives of the Empire state. The father was a mechanic by trade. In 1547 
he removed to Mississippi, taking with him the machinery and furnishings for three saw- 
mills, and located on the present site of Handsboro. The land was then heavily timbered, 
and civilization had not yet made a strong impress. Mr. Hand put up the first foundry, and 
operated his sawmill in connection for several years. He erected all the mills that were 
built from this point to Biloxi before the Civil war. He was widely known in lumber circles, 
and a citizen of much enterprise. He died in 1890, in Harrison county, in his eighty-fifth 
year. He had three sons, L. M., P. B. and George G. P. B. Hand was reared from his 
twelfth year in Harrison county. He received the most of his education in New York, and 
was trained in all the details of the lamber business, including the trade of a machinist. At 
the age of twenty years he left his father’s home, and went out to seek his fortune in the 
world. For twenty-five years he was absent from Handsboro. During that time he built 
twelve different sawmills, but in 1SS6 he eame back and purchased the old homestead. It is 
beautifully situated on Bayou Bernard, directly opposite the sawmill plant, and is one of the 
most luxurious and ideal homes. There is an orchard containing two thousand trees, bear- 
ing pears, and a pecan grove of four hundred trees, and all the surroundings are indicative 
of comfort and plenty. Mr. Hand has made a success of the lumber industry, his shipments 
being made to New Orleans principally. He was married to Miss Margaret Champlin. 

Hon. Thomas L. Hannah, planter, Reform, Miss. Mr. Hannah's grandfather, John 
Hannah, was a native of the Emerald isle, but it is not known whether he came to the 
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United States previous to the Revolutionary war or after. He first settled in North Caro- 
lina, but at an early day removed to east Tennessee, and thence to Alabama, where his death 
occurred near the site of Birmingham, before the subject of this sketch was born. His son, 
Cullinas Hannah, was probably born in North Carolina, but if so he went, when very small, 
with his parents to Tennessee, Blount county. There he was married to Miss Mary Lowe, 
and removed to Jefferson county, Ala., about seventy-five years ago. A number of years 
later he removed to Pickens couuty of that state, and there his death occurred in October, 
1858, when about sixty years of age. Mrs. Hannah was born in Tennessee, and died in that 
county also in 1880. Both were active members of the Methodist church, and he was class 
leader for many years. He followed the occupation of a planter and became quite wealthy. 
He was with General Jackson in the Seminole war, was a self-made man and one of consid- 
erable influence. He was a lifelong and ardent democrat, but not a politician. The maternal 





grandfather, — Lowe, was a planter, and died in Bibb county, Ala. To Cullinas and 
Mary (Lowe) Hannah were born seventeen children—ten sons and seven daughters—all but one of 
whom lived to be grown, but only four now living. Seven served in the Civil war, viz.: John 
L., who was too old for the regular service, was in the militia as lieutenant. He died since 
in Calhoun county, where he once served as probate judge; James was captured at Corinth 
and died at Camp Douglas; William was in an Arkansas company in the Confederate army, 
and died at Saline county, Ark.; Samuel died in Tennessee, while serving in the Nineteenth 
Alabama; Henry, a planter of Pickens county, Ala., was in the Thirty-fifth Mississippi all 
through the war in the Tennessee army, and Cullinas was in the Forty-first Alabama, and 
died at Chattanooga. Hon. Thomas L. Hannah, the sixteenth in order of birth of the above 
mentioned children, was reared to the arduous duties of the farm, and when seventeen years 
of age he left home, equipped with a common school education, and began for himself as a 
farm hand, thus continuing until the breaking out of the Civil war. His sympathies were 
with the Southern cause, and in September, 1561, he joined company A, Twenty-seventh 
Mississippi infantry, serving first as orderly sergeant, and the last two years as lieutenant. 
He fought at Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, and was captured at the last- 
named place on November 23, 1863, and imprisoned at Johnson’s island, Ohio, until June 13, 
1865. After being released he returned at once to Oktibbeha county, Miss., where he had 
made his home since 1857, and was married, August 13 of that year, in Pickens county, Ala., 
to Miss Sarah E. Elrod, a native of Anderson district, S. C., and the daughter of Elijah and 
Thersa Elrod, both born in the Palmetto state, where they were married. From there her 
parents removed from Pickens county, Ala., in 1550, and there the father died in 1866. The 
mother died in 1890. Both were Methodists, and he was a local minister of that denomi- 
nation for many years. To Mr. and Mrs. Hannah were born ten children, three sons and 
four daughters now living: Lulu (wife of H. T. Worthy), James 8., John J., Nora, Tessa, 
Birt Sims and Neva. Mr. Hannah resided in Oktibbeha county until 1867, and then came 
to Choctaw county, where he rented land for three years. In 1870 he purchased his present 
property of one hundred and sixty with eighty acres cleared, and he also has eighty acres in 
Webster county. He has commanded some influence in politics, having served with dis- 
tinction one term in the legislature, where he enjoyed the confidence of his contemporaries 
and the respect of his opponents. No man stands higher in the opinion of the people of 
Choctaw county than he. While a member of the legislature he served on the committee on 
claims, and in 1890 he was a member of the constitutional convention. He is a member of 
the Masonic fraternity, La Grange lodge No. 363, is also a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, 
and is president of the county alliance and the county subordinate alliance. He is not a 
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member, but is in sympathy with the Methodist church. He is active in politics, and was a 
delegate to the state convention in 1889. He is one of the most prominent public men in 
the county. He is postmaster of Reform postoftice at his home. 

W. C. Harbour, merchant, was born in Perry county, Ala., October 10, 1835, the second 
child born to the union of William Harbour and Tempie Redford, both Alabamians, who were 
reared, educated and married in their native state, there also rearing their children. The 
father was a plain and practical planter, an honorable and upright citizen, and in his busi- 
ness operations was fairly successful. After the death of his first wife in Perry county, Ala., 
in IS40, he took for his seeond wife Miss Lucretia Nalley, by whom he became the father of 
four sons and four daughters, six members of which family are now living. W. C. Harbour, 
one sister and a half-brother reside in Mississippi, the sister being the wife of J. M. Fuller, 
of Kemper county. Mr. Harbour came to Mississippi about 1850, was married the same 
year, and immediately thereafter returned to his old home in Perry county, Ala. Before that 
year had passed he once more returned to Mississippi, and for some time thereafter devoted 
his attention to planting and merchandising in Kemper county. In 1887 he removed from 
Kemper to Lauderdale county that he might educate his children in Cooper institute of that 
place, and since that time has been in the mercantile business in Daleville, being at the head 
of the firm of W. C. Harbour & Sons. Their stock of general merchandise is valued at about 
37,000, their annual sales amounting to $15,000. Besides this Mr. Harbour is the owner of 
six hundred and forty acres of land in Kemper county, one hundred aud forty acres at Dale- 
ville, on which he has erected a nice two-story frame residence. He has never aspired to any 
official position, his entire attention being devoted to planting, stockraising and merchandis- 
ing, and as his business ventures have resulted satisfactorily and he is prudent, though not in 
the least niggardly in the use of his means, he has become quite wealthy. His wife, Caro- 
line, was the daughter of David Jones, and by her he became the father of five sons and five 
daughters: John B., William D.; Tallulu (wife of John Davis, of Kemper county), Anna (wife 
of W. T. Riley, is now deceased); Daniel E., George L., Robert L. and Haney. Mr. Harbour 
is a gentleman whose friends are numerous and his enemies few. He has endeavored to fol- 
low the teachings of the golden rule, and that he is an earnest Christian is undoubted. He 
and his worthy wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and socially he belongs 
to the A. F. & A. M. 

A popular young business man of Ackerman, Leake county, Miss., William H. Hardage, 
was born in this county in 1860, and is a son of Martin S. and Elizabeth (Brantley) Hardage, 
both natives of Georgia. The elder Hardage was left an orphan at an early age, and boing 
thrown upon his own resources, as might be expected his educational facilities were not of 
the best. However, he made up for this by self-application in later years, and became a well- 
informed man. During his Youth and early manhood he followed farming, and wheu twenty- 
four years of age he was married, selecting for his wife Miss Elizabeth Brantley, daughter 
of Jones Brantley, a planter in his native county. Immediately after his marriage Mr. 
Hardage emigrated to Mississippi, located in Leake county, and began making a home for 
himself and family. He purchased land, engaged in tilling the soil, and this continued up 
to the breaking out of the war, when he flung aside the implements of peace to take up the 
weapons of warfare. He entered the infantry, and during the four years of service in the 
Confederate army, although in many battles he received but one wound, and was not dis- 
ubled. Returning to Leake county after the war, he resumed his occupation of farming, and 
this he still continues, although he has at times been engaged in merchandising. He resides 


ut Mudden, Leake county, Miss. To his marriage were born nine children, one of whom 
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died in infancy, viz.: Sallie, wife of John M. Thomas, a farmer of Leake county, Miss.; 
Dona, wife of John A. Thomas, also a farmer of the same county; William H. (subject); 
Mattie, wife of M. S. Sanders, a farmer and merchant of Leake county; Verine L., Pat C., 
Tommy and Jimmy. William H. Hardage secured a good practical education in the common 
schools of his native county, and when seventeen years of age he attended the university at 
Oxford a year. He subsequently taught school about the same length of time. He preferred 
merchandising to farming, and engaged as clerk in a general store at Madden; Miss., serving 
in that capacity three years. He then engaged in business for himself, in partnership with 
his father, at Ackerman, Miss., and there he has since continued, handling exclusively hard- 
ware and furniture. He is wideawake and enterprising, and has among his patrons the best 
class of citizens. He was married in 1883 to Miss Alice L. Austin, a native of Raymond, 
Miss., born in 1865, and the daughter of Samuel B. Austin, a prominent planter, now retired, 
residing in Ackerman. To Mr. and Mrs. Hardage have been born four children, the elder 
two and youngest being daughters and the other a son. They are named: Addie, Stella, 
Laurin and Willie. Mr. and Mrs. Hardage are both church members, but of different 
denominations, he a deacon in the Missionary Baptist and she a consistent member of the 
Methodist church. Mr. Hardave is one of the charter members and holds the oftice of vice- 
president in Ackerman lodge, Knights of Honor. He also holds the office of financial secre- 
tary of Ackerman lodge No. 1290, Knights and Ladies of Honor. 

H. W. Hardaway was born in Benton county, Miss., September 30, 1851." He was the 
youngest son in a family of eight children that gladdened the home of John P. and Alice 
(Wyatt) Hardaway. These parents were both natives of Greensville county, Va., which was 
the county of their birth, marriage, and where they lived till the year 1847, when they 
moved to Benton county, Miss. The father was a doctor and planter, although he never 
practiced medicine after he left the state of his boyhood. He ieft an enviable reputation 
behind him when he left the historic state of Virginia, as he had practiced medicine there for 
twenty years. When he located in Benton county, Miss., he gave his entire attention to 
planting, in which he was quite successful, accumulating considerable property in land and 
sluves, one hundred and twenty-six of whom called him master when the war came. Like 
all Southerners, he was liberal in a broad sense of the word, was a good citizen, a beloved 
neighbor and a public-spirited man. He embraced the Episcopalian faith, dying in April, 
1861, his wife following him in 1872. Only three of their eight children were left to mourn 
their death: the subject, a brother; John W., and Susan E., wife of A. T. Mason.- Our sub- 
ject began life for himself at the age of fifteen; as the war came at the time, he would have 
been attending to his studies under different circumstances, the consequence being that he 
attended only the common schools of his native county in the early years of his life. He 
took up planting, which he followed till 1873, when he engaged in the mercantile business at 
Lamar, Miss. In 1580 he removed to Michigan City and opened up astore of general mer- 
chandise, continuing this business in connection with farming till the present time. He 
owns four hundred acres of land, three hundred of them being under the plow, and his 
stock of general merchandise is worth $0,000, while he does an annual business of about 
$50,000. He was married in 1885 to Anna E. Hamer, a daughter of J. L. and Eugenia 
(Spencer) Hamer, and they have had five children, four of whom, three sons, died in 
infancy, and Hugenia, a daughter, is still living. Mr. Hardaway is a member of the Knights 
of Honor and Knights and Ladies of Honor. Mrs. Hardaway is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, while the subject was raised an Episcopalian. Mr. Hardaway is a man 
whom his fellowmen have delighted to honor wherever he has been, as is proved by the offices 
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of trust they have conferred upon him. Among these may be mentioned his election to the 
office of chancery clerk of Benton county in 1887, and of which he is the present incumbent; 
was the mayor of Michigan City for four years, and has been an alderman of the same 
city for a number of years. It is needless to say that he is well and favorably known or that 
heana his family move in the best circles of society. He is a man who likes to use the 
wealth at his command for the furtherance of the public good, and as soon as he becomes 
convinced that an institution is a laudable one, he gives most generously to its support. 

Richard H. Hardy, one of the old and highly respected pioneers of Hardy Station, Miss., 
was born in Edgefield district, 8. C., in 1S14, and in 1836 was married to Miss Lucy Griftis. 
The latter was born in 1810, and is the only one of a family cf ten children born to Nicholas 
and Judith (Hardy) Griffis, who is now living, although all of them lived until well along in 
years. In 1844 Mr. and Mrs. Hardy emigrated to Mississippi, and went overland, being a 
month on the road. In 1550 they settled at what was afterward called Hardy Station, Mr. 
Hardy being the founder and first resident of the place. ‘I'his station was founded in 1861, 
incorporated in 1872, and Mr. Hardy was the first postmaster. ‘To Mr. and Mrs. Hardy were 
born two children: Jesse J. and Barbara Ann, the latter now living in Grenada county. Jesse 
J., the only son, died of measles on the 21st of May, 1562, at the age of twenty-four years, 
ten months and seven days. He was born in Edgefield district, S. C., but the principal 
part of his life was passed within the borders of Grenada county, where his many virtues 
were known and where he was held in the highest estimation. He had been an exemplary 
member of the Mount Paran church for a number of years prior to his death, professed peace 
with God, and his last moments seemed to indicate a bright foretaste of heaven. He left a 
widow and two children: Jesse, Jr., who is now with J. W. Griftis, a merchant of Grenada; 
and Lucy Frances, who is at Okadrickama, Yalobusha ecunty. He wasa soldier during the 
Civil war, enlisting in company E., Twenty-ninth Mississippi regiment, and in his eath the 
Confederacy lost a noble soldier, his bereaved wife and children a devoted husband and 
father, anc society one of its brightest ornaments. 

“There is no death! The stars go down, 
To rise upon some fairer shore; 


And bright in heaven’s jeweled crown 
They shine forevermore. 


' And ever near us, though unseen, 
The dear immortal spirits tread; 
For all the boundless uviverse 
Ts life—there are no dead.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Hardy are earnest and faithful members of the Mount Paran church, 
which was founded in 1540, and of which they are the oldest members. Mr. Hardy is a 
democrat in politics, and he and family are highly esteemed in the community. 

Capt. William Harris Hardy, Meridian, Miss., was born near Colirene, Lowndes county, 
Ala., February 12, 1837, and is the elder of two surviving sons. His parents were natives of 
South Carolina. His father, Robert W. Hardy, was born in Edgefield district, and his mother, 
Temperance L. Hardy (nee Toney), was born in Greenville district, and boih were descended 
from Revolutionary stock who fought under Greene and Marion in the war for independence. 
They emigrated with their parents in ISIS to Alabama and settled, the Hardys ou Town 
creek, in Dallas county, and the Toneys in Butler county, near where the present town of 
Greenville is located. Subsequently the Toneys moved to Lowndes county and settled on 
Panther creek, near the present village Colirene, whero, in 1830, Robert W. Mardy and 
Temperance L. Toney were married. ‘There were born to them one daughter and four sons, 
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viz.: Margaret Elizabeth (afterward the wife of H. W. Evans, but who died at Paulding, 
Miss., September 16, 1877), Hance Dunklin (who died at Sylviarena, July 4, 1855), William 
Harris (who resides in the city of Meridian, Miss.), Thomas Judson (a lawyer and ex-state sen- 
ator, who resides at Ellisville, Miss.), and Miles Boardman (who died at four years of age in 
Lowndes county, Ala., in 1844. Robert W., the father of our subject, was a planter and 
achieved fair success in his vocation, and was esteemed in the cirete-in which he moved as an 
amiable, honorable and upright man. He and his wife were honored members of the Bap- 
tist church, and were esteemed for their piety and liberality. They had only such 
limited education as could be acquired in the rude or primitive country schools of 
those early days, which usually opened when the crops were laid by in June, and 
closed when the cotton picking began in September. His mother, Temperance L., 
was a woman of great energy and force of character, strong native intellectual powers 
and esteemed for her noble qualities of head and heart. This noble Christian woman died at 
her residence in Paulding on the 16th day of September, 1877, preceding her only daughter 
to that better land only a few hours. Her husband two years after married Miss Carrie 
Chapman, of Paulding, a good woman of kind heart but delicate health. Of this marriage 
two sons were born, Marian and Miles, now ten and eight years of age respectively. Their 
mother died at Paulding in June, 1885, and the two little boys with their aged father moved 
to Ellisville, Miss., and entered the family of T. J. Hardy, when, in February, 1889, Robert 
W. Hardy died at the ripe age of seventy-nine years. He was interred in the family plat in 
the cemetery at Paulding, leaving to his children the noble heritage of a life and character 
without a stain of dishonor upon it. Captain Hardy attended the country schools taught im 
the neighborhood of Town Creek, Ala., until he was sixteen years old, when he was sent to 
Cumberland university, at Lebanon, Tenn. Owing to an attack of pneumonia in the winter 
of 1855 he left the university before completing the course, and in the latter part of that year 
he went to Mississippi and took a country school at Montrose, in Jasper county, where he 
taught during the year 1856. Then he was employed to teach at Flowers’ place, in Smith 
county, during the year 1857. Here he established a male and female academy and named it 
Sylviarena, which name it bears still, and the academy is in a flourishing condition, and a 
little village by that name has sprung up around the school. Whilst teaching he read law 
and spent a part of the year 1555 in the law office of Shannon & Street, at Paulding, and in 
September of that year was admitted to the bar, and located at Raleigh, the county seat: of 
Smith county. His previous preparation in his chosen profession and his studious habits 
speedily secured for him a good practice, and he soon developed those forensic powers which 
in later years distinguished him as one of the best orators in the state. A few of his published 
speeches compare favorably with the finest productions of the great men of the South who 
have made that section of our great country famous for its orators. Among these published 
addresses may be mentioned his address delivered at Paulding in 1567, before a lodge of sor- 
row held in honor of the Masons who were killed in the war, his address before the literary 
societies of Mississippi college in 1873, his defense of C. H. Williams in the great arson case 
at Meridian in 1875, bis eulogy on Jefferson Davis in New York city, December, 15S, aud 
his address of welcome at a reunion of Confederate veterans at Meridian in October, LSH0. 
Many of his best efforts were made in capital cases in the courts but never published. Captain 
Hardy was first married with Miss Sallie Johnson at Brandon, Miss., on the 10th of October, 
1860. She was a native of Gallatin, Tenn., and was descended from Virginia stock, her 
mother, Ellen Weaver, having been born near Weaverville, Fauquier county, Va., and her 
father, Thomas H. Johnson, near Farmville, Va. She was noted as well for her exquisite 
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beauty of face and form as for her sweet disposition and gentle manners. She was univer- 
sally beloved and admired by all who knew her. She died of typho- malarial fever at Pauld- 
ing. Miss.. the 16th day of September, 1872, leaving six children: Mattie (now Mrs. W. 5. 
Lott), Mary Willie (now Mrs. A. 8S. Barnes), Ellen T., Thomas R., Lizzie C. and Jefferson 
D., all of whom still survive her. After Captain Hardy’s marriage, as stated above, he con- 
tinued the practice of his profession at Raleigh until the spring of IS61, when the stirring 
events of that year occurred, resulting in the war between the states. He raised a company 
in Smith county upon the first call made by the governor for troops, known as the Defend- 
ers, and was elected captain and mustered into service on the 27th of April, 1S61. On the 
24th of June he was ordered to report at the camp of rendezvous and instruction at Cormth, 
Miss., where his company became a part of the Sixteenth Mississippi infantry regiment, com- 
pany H. In the latter part of July his regiment was ordered to Manassas, Va., where it formed 
a part of Crittenden’s brigade, composed of one regiment from each of the states of Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, Georgia and North Carolina. This afterward"became Trimble’s brigade of 
Ewell’s division and participated in all the battles of the valley campaign under Stonewall 
Juckson, and also in the seven days’ battle around Richmond in which McClellan’s grand 
army was routed. The valley campaign of Stonewall Jackson is one of the most memorable 
in the annals of warfare. Within thirty-five days he marched nearly two hundred miles and 
defeated four armies, either one of which was larger than his army, viz.: Milroy’s, Banks’, 
Fremont’s and Shields’. After the battles around Richmond the Confederate government 
adopted the policy of brigading state troops together, and under this policy the Sixteenth 
Mississippi regiment, with three other regiments, formed what was known as Featherston’s 
brivade and afterward as Pasey’s, and lastly, Harris’ brigade, and its last battle was fought 
in bloody Fort Gregg, just before Lee’s surrender, that being the last battle of the gallant 
remnant of that army which will live in history forever. Captain Hardy participated in all 
the battles of his command up to and including Sharpsburg, or Antietam, as called by the 
Federals. He was in bad health, and upon the recommendation of his brigade surgeon, 
accompanied with the written statement that he could not recover in camp or the hospital, 
he resigned from the army, knowing that he would in a few days be promoted to lieutenant- 
colonel of his regiment by the promotion of the colonel to be brigadier- general, and the 
resignation of the heutenant-colonel, Captain Hardy being the senior captain in the regi- 
ment, but his health would not admit of his remaining. 

Upon his resignation his company held a meeting and unanimously adopted a series of 
resolutions attesting his high soldierly character and conduct and expressing their deep 
regret at losing their brave, true and tried commander. He went home, and by careful 
nursing sufficiently recovered his health by June, 1863, to reénter the service. He was 
offered and accepted the position of aid-de-camp on the staff of Brig.-Gen. James Argyle 
Smith, of the army of Tennessee, and shortly after joined the command then confronting 
Sherman on his advance from Dalton to Atlanta. He participated in all the battles of his 
command in that memorable campaign back to Atlanta and with Hood’s campaign to Nash- 
ville. After Cleburne’s death, at the battle of Franklin, General Smith took command of the 
division composed of his (Smith’s) Georgia brigade, Govan’s Arkansas, Granberry’s Texas 
and M. P. Lowery’s Mississippi brigades. Smith commanded this division up to the surren- 
der of the army at Greensboro, the 26th of April, 1865. During this period Captain Hardy 
was the acting assistant adjutant-general of the division and surrendered with the command 
on the date above mentioned, near High Point, N. C. On his return from the army he 
removed from Raleigh to Paulding, in November, 1865, and resumed the practice of law, in 
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which he was very successful, being employed on one side of nearly every important cause 
arising in the courts of east Mississippi. Whilst residing at Paulding in 1868 he projected 
a railroad to run from Meridian to New Orleans. The scheme was incorporated in 1870 as 
the New Orleans & Northeastern railroad company. In 1871-2 he had the preliminary sur- 
veys made, S. D. Browne, of Mobile, being chief engineer. Captain Hardy was made general 
counsel of the company in 1872, and in 1873, by his advice and with his assistance, a con- 
tract of purchase was made with Governor Tindsay, of Alabama, for what is now the Ala- 
bama Great Southern railway. The state of Alabama was in the possession of the road 
under a purchase at bankrupt sale, she having indorsed the bonds issued by the road and 
bought the road to profect her interests. It was necessary that the contract of sale so made 
by Governor Lindsay to the New Orleans & Northeastern railroad company should be ratified 
by the legislature. When that body met, through the iniluence of certain bondholders of 
the company, the sale was net ratified. Pending this effort to acquire the Alabama Great 
Southern railroad, Captain Tardy removed, in April, 1878, to Meridian, the better to push 
his railroad scheme and to enlarge the sphere of his practice, but within one month after 
his removal to Meridian came ‘Black Friday’ in New York, the beginning of the greatest 
financial panic which this country ever experienced in its history. It paralyzed all business 
enterprises, prostrated every industry and sprea:t gloom and dismay to every part of this 
country. During this year, 1873, on the Ist day of December, Captain Hardy was united in 
marriage with his present wife, Miss Hattie Lott, daughter of Hon. E: B. Lott, of Mobile, 
Ala. She is a woman of splendid physique and fine attainments, holding a commanding 
position in the highest social and intellectual circles of the city in which she lives. To 
them have been born three sons and one daughter, viz.: Harris Hawthorne, Lamar, Toney 
Arnold and Lena May; the eldest of these died when he was eleven months old. He pur- 
sued his profession assiduously till 1880, when, prosperity having returned to the country, he 
took up again b/s project of building a railroad from Meridian to New Orleans. The old 
organization had become extinct and the road almost forgotten by all others, but after months 
of patient toil he sueeecded in getting up the old outstanding stock and bonds of the com- 
pany and reorganizing it, and in the reorganization he was elected vice president with the 
active management of construction. The scheme was ridiculed by many as visionary and 
impracticable, as Lake Vonchartrain had to be bridged; but in November, 1884, the first 
train ran through from Meridian to New Orleans, crossing the lake on the then longest 
bridge in the world, it heing twenty-one miles long, built on creosoted pile trestles, sixteen 
miles of which, however, covered the appreaches. Thus, fifteen years after its conception, 
this great enterprise wes completed, and Captain Hardy proved to be wiser than his critics. 
The construction of this railroad was one of the greatest works of public improvement ever 
constructed in the state, as it developed that vast area of territory known as the piney woods 
region of the state, famous for its magnificent longleaf pine forests, its beautiful streams 
and health-giving climate, but which was practically valueless for lack of lines of transpor- 
tation. The building of this railroad brought millions of acres of land into market; towns 
and villaves, schools, churches, newspapers, telegraph aad telephone lines sprung up as by 
magic, and millions of dollars’ worth of property put upon the tax rolls where before there 
were only hundreds. This raijroad will stand as a monument to the wisdom and fore- 
sight, as well as the indomital:le will, untiring energy and perseverance of Captain Hardy. 
He has a state-wide reputaticn for his liberality in all works of benevolence. He was a 
trustee of the Confedcrate soldiers’ orphan asylum, located at Lauderdale, Miss., and upon 
the resignation of Hou. ‘Vhonias 5, Gathright, president of that institution, he was chosen 
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as his successor and served three years. There were over eight hundred orphans of Confed- 
erate soldiers raised and educated at this home, and when there were no more Confederate 
soldiers’ orphans to raise and educate the home was closed and the property sold. He 
was grand muster of the Grand lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Mississippi for one term, 1872, 
and declined reélection; was for ten years a trustee of Mississippi college, six years presi- 
dent of the Mississippi Baptist state convention, and one year a vice president of the 
Southern Baptist convention. In religious faith he is a Baptist, having joined that church 
in his boyhood, and his benefactions to that denomination have been numerous and liberal 
for one of his means. In polities he is democratic, but never aspired to political preferment. 
He was a presidential elector on the Tilden and Hendricks ticket in 1876, has declined 
repeated calls to run for congress, and in IS74, when the democratic party was disbanded 
hy the Meridian convention, over thirty counties withdrew from the convention and, deter- 
imined to preserve the democratic organization, by these he was tendered the nomination for 
vovernor, but whilst he opposed the policy of disbanding the party he was opposed to nom- 
inating a ticket, and his counsel prevailed. He is known throughout the state as a progres- 
sive, public-spirited man, who is full abreast of the times in all matters of public interest 
that tend to develop the resources of the state and improve the condition of the masses. In 
IS72 he organized the Meridian Gas Light company and served as its president for two 
years. In 1884 he organized the Meridian national bank and served as its president one 
year. He was instrumental in having the railroad shops of the Queen & Crescent railroad 
system located at Meridian. In all these enterprises a spirit of unselfishness and liberality 
characterized his conduct so conspicuously as to mark him as a man of noble aims, free from 
avarice and greed—a real benefactor. 

In 1886 he was elected president of the Gulf & Ship Island railroad company, and he 
accepted the position and entered upon its duties and responsibilities with his usual zeal and 
energy. This road was projected before Captain Hardy was born. It was intended to run 
from some point on Mississippi sound opposite Ship Island harbor in Harrison county north- 
ward to Brandon or Jackson. He procured an amendment to the charter, by which it is run 
as near centrally through the state as practicable to the Tennessee line. The object is to 
develop and utilize the splendid harbor at Ship Island, by connecting it with the shore and 
with the interior by a trunk line of railway. When he took charge of the enterprise it had 
no money and no credit, only a charter. He soon enlisted capital, and bought some five 
thousand acres of land with one mile front on the beach, three miles west of Mississippi city, 
and laid out acity and named it Gulfport. From this point he began the construction of 
the road northward, and at this time has twenty miles in operation north from Gulfport, and 
the road graded to its intersection with the New Orleans & Northeastern railroad at Hatties- 
burg, which latter town, by the way, was laid out by him in 1SS1 and named in honor of his 
wife, Mrs. Hattie Hardy. Captain Hardy's ambition is to lay the foundation of a great commer- 
cial city at Gulfport that shall rival Mobile and New Orleans. He maintains that the true lines 
of commerce are with the parallels of longitude and not latitude, because commerce is exchange, 
und peoples who live on the same parallels of latitude have nothing to exchange, since their 
products are the same. Hence our commercial relations with the fifty millions of people south 
of us ought to be conducted through some port on the gulf of Mexico; that Ship Island har- 
bor is far the best natural deep water harbor on the Gulf; that the construction of the Niea- 
ragua canal, or any trans-isthmian way, will revolutionize the commerce of the world; that the 
ships of India, China, Japan, Australia and Central and South America would then come 
through the Gulf of Mexico, and make it the Mediterranean of the new world, Hence his 
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scheme for building a railroad from Ship Island harbor centrally through the state to Jack- 
son, Tenn., to connect with the system of roads there leading to Chicago, St. Louis and the 
great Northwest, as well as the great cities of the East. The project in its conception is a 
grand one, and, if successful, will mark its projector as one among the wisest and greatest 
benefactors of this great country. Socially he is rather reserved and dignified, but those 
who know him best esteem him highest. He is fond of musie and children, and also of liter- 
ature, and possesses one of the best selected private libraries in the state. As a neighbor 
and friend he is kind, generous and true to a fault. In stature he is six feet two inches high, 
weighs about two hundred pounds, and is in the full vigor of physical and intellectual 
manhood, and it is hoped he may live to complete his great undertaking, by which the com- 
mercial independence of his state is to be wrought out and established, and numberless thou- 
sands of the human race blessed. Such men always make the world better by having lived - 
in it. e 

Jefferson Hardwick, a successful planter of Yazoo City, Yazoo county, was born in 
Holmes county, Miss., September 8, 1838, and is the third of four children. His parents 
were Josiah C. and Lydia A. (Tabor) Hardwick, natives of Virginia and Alabama respect- 
ively. The father was one of the pioneer settlers of Mississippi, locating there in 1821. He 
was one of the conspicuous characters of the county and lived to be eighty years old, his 
death occurring in 1886. His father was William A. Hardwick, a native of Virginia. The 
maternal grandfather of our subjebt was William Tabor of South Carolina. Jefferson 
Hardwick grew to maturity in the state in which he was born, and acquired his education 
there. The advantages were indeed meager, but by making the most of his opportunities 
_and the cultivation of a naturally keen judgment he has been able to fulfill all the duties 
that have come to his lot. He is a planter by occupation, and owns sixteen hundred acres 
of land; three bundred and fifty acres are in an advanced state of cultivation and yield 
abundant harvests. Mr. Hardwick was united in marriage in 1866 to Miss Ellen Johns, of 
Mississippi, a daughter of William Johns, Esq., of Virginia. ne child was born of this 
union, Lula O. He was married a second time in 1872 to Miss Fanny A. Donelson, who 
was born in Mississippi, a daughter of William Donelson, Esq., of Tennessee. Mr. Hardwick 
saw service in the late war. He enlisted in company D, Eighteenth Mississippi volunteer 
infantry in 1861. He remained in this company. ten months, when he was discharged on 
account of ill health. He was ont but a short time when he joined company IJ, First Mississippi 
artillery, serving until the surrender. He was in the engagements of Chickasaw bayou, 
Vicksburg, Harrisburg, Atlanta, and Blakely. He was twice taken prisoner; first, in 1863, 
at Vicksburg, where he was held but seven days, and second, at Blakely in 1865; he was 
carried to Ship Island and held there until the close of the struggle. Politically he affiliates 
with the democratic party. He has been a potent factor in the upbuilding of the county 
and is highly respected by the whole community. He owns a beautiful residence situate 
four and one-half miles south of Yazoo City, which is one of the most thrifty and enter- 
prising towns in the state of Mississippi. 

Prof. H. E. Harlan, who has attained considerable prominence in his chosen profession, 
teaching, was born in Noxubee county, Miss., in 1862, and is one of eight children, five now 
living, born to W. 8. and Mary A. (Hunter) Harlan, the parents natives of Maury county, 
Tenn., and the father born in 1818. W.S. Harlan and family emigrated to Noxubee county, 
Miss., about 1837, and there the father received his final summons in 1865. He was fol- 
lowed by his wife in 1886. Prof. H. KE. Harlan was reared near Macon, and his early days 
were spent on the farm, At the age of fourteen years he entered the schoo] of Webb 
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Brothers at Culleoka, Tenn., where he was prepared for college. In 1879 he entered the 
sophomore class of the University of Mississippi, and the next year entered Vanderbilt 
university, from which he was graduated in 1882. When at Culleoka he stood at the head 
of his class; at Oxford, was second-honor man, and at Vanderbilt, to the scholarship of $100 
in the department of modern languages. He was a member of the Beta Theta Pi fraternity 
at the Jast two named institutious. After graduating he accepted a position in Hardin col- 
lege, Savannah, Tenn., remained there one season, and then, taking the advice of his 
physician, gave this up and devoted himself to a more active life, engaging in merchandis- 
ing and milling. In 188% he resumed teaching at Boligee, Ala., and later, at Brooksville, 
Miss., where he is now engaged. Professor Harlan’s future as an educator is quite encour- 
aging, and his friends may look to see him attain great prominence in his profession. He 
has recently become one of the proprietors of the Fairview male and female college, located 
at Binnsville, Kemper county, Miss., a school of more than local reputation, having a large 
patronage from Mississippi and beyond her borders. Professor Harlan married Miss Nettie 
Hunter, of Maury county, Tenn., in 1881, and she died in 1890, leaving three children: 
Eugene, Morse and Anna M. Jn 1890 he married Miss Mollie McLeod, of Noxubee county, 
Miss., who is now engaged with him in teaching at Brooksville. 

Among the respected physicians of Lauderdale county, Miss., may be mentioned Dr. §. 
B. Harmon, who has devoted the greater part of his life to healing the sick, and for his many 
kindly deeds has received a portion of his reward in this world, for he has the confidence, 
respect and love of his fellowmen and the consciousness that he has driven sorrow and 
despair from many homes by his skill and talent as a physician. He was born in Alabama 
in 1850, attended the common schools in his youth, and grew up ona farm. In 1877 he 
entered the Alabama medical college at Mobile, and for four years practiced his profession in 
that state and Lauderdale county, Miss., but in 1851, in order to more thoroughly fit himself 
for that calling, he entered the medical department of the University of Kentucky at Lonis- 
ville, from which he took the degree of M. D., and has since been one of the first-class 
practitioners of this county. He owns between seven and eight hundred acres of fine farm- 
ing land, on a considerable portion of which is heavy timber (the longleaf pine) which he” 
is engaged in milling. This is located twelve miles east of Meridian, on the Meridian and 
Butler road, and is considered exceptionally valuable land. In 1882 he took for his wife 
Miss Cora M. Pigford, of Lauderdale county, Miss., and their union has been blessed in the 
birth of four children: Stephen M., Thomas C., Charles H. and Miriam Kate. Mr. and 
Mrs. Harmon are members of the Methodist church, and in his political views he is a demo- 
crat, taking an active interest in polities. He is a model citizen in every respect, is kind of 
heart and liberal in the use of his means. His father, John N. Harmon, was born in the 
Palmetto state about 1S16, and in 1843 was married to Mrs. Wallace (formerly Miss M. B. 
Nelson, of North Carolina), whose birth occurred in 1829. He died in 1886, but Mrs. Har- 
mon still survives him, being a resident of Marion, Miss. 

A history of Covington county would not be complete without mention of Alexander S. 
Harper, Santee, Covington county, Miss., who was born in Wilkinson county, Miss., in 1807, 
In 1817 he removed with his parents to Marion county, Miss., and there resided until he was 
twenty-five years of age. He then came to Covington county, and has since made it his 
home. His father, Samuel Harper, was a native of Georgia, and was a soldier in the war of 
1812. He was a son of Alexander Harper who was brought by his parents during his 
infancy from Ireland to South Carolina. Alexander 8. Harper was educated in the common 
schools of Marion county. Soon after coming to Covington county he was elected a member 
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of the bourd of police, and served four years. He was afterward elected probate judge, and 
served in this capacity for eight years. He has since been identified with the political record 
of Covington county, and has held almost every oftice within the gift of her people. He has 
been a faithful official, a loyal citizen, a true and tried friend. He was married in 1535 to 
Miss Martha Hathorn, and to them were born six children, tive of whom grew to maturity. 
Both his sons, Alexander and Samuel, were soldiers in the Civil war, and Alexander was 
killed at the battle of Atlanta. 

George W. Harper was born at Alexandria, Va., on January 5, 1824, being the eldest 
son of Samuel D. and Sarah Keys Harper. When only a few years old, young Harper's 
parents moved to Wheeling, now in West Virginia, then a town with a population of from 
three thousand to four thousand inhabitants. At thirteen years of age, in compliance with 
an irrepressible inclination, George W. Harper began learning the newspaper business, under 
S. H. Davis, in the office of the Wheeling Daily Gazette, who had himself been a pupil of 
Gales & Seaton, of the renowned National Intelligencer. In Wheeling young Harper fre- 
quently saw and heard Henry Clay, on his trips to and from Washington, and of course 
learned to regard him as the beau ideal of statesman and patriot. When little over seven- 
teen, Harper was made foreman of the office, and often editor pro tem. He warmly went in 
for ‘“ Tippecanoe and Tyler too,’’ in the memorable ‘‘ coonskin, hard cider, log cabin and red 
paper ’”’ canvass of 1840, and in his enthusiasm crossed the river to New Lisbon, in Ohio, and 
established the Western Palladium, which he continued until the following-year. He then 
returned to Wheeling, and with a partner, purchased the Daily Gazette, but not succeeding 
to his expectations, he came South in 1844, and located at Raymond, in Hinds county, Miss. 
He found employment on the Southwestern Farmer, then conducted by his uncle, N. Green 
North, an eminent Presbyterian divine, and D. M. W. Phillips, who afterward attained dis- 
tinction as an agricultural writer and educator. The Southwestern Farmer was conducted with 
marked ability, but ia the summer of 1844 was discontinued. Soon after Samuel T. King 
and George W. Harper established the Hinds County Gazette, a success from the very start. 
It was decidedly whig in politics, maintained all the issues of the party, struck hard blows 
for it, but in all other matters guarded vigilantly the public interests, and was universally 
regarded as an honest and able journal. Mr. Harper was soon elected mayor of his town, 
and likewise major of the county militia. He was elected delegate to the convention of 1848, 
that nominated old Zack for the presidency. Strongly pressed by his old friends in Ohio to go 
there and conduct a campaign paper, he yielded to their importunities, and the Steuben- 
ville Journal, a campaign paper of extraordinary cogency and efficiency, was the result. 
The ensuing winter he returned to Raymond, Miss., and to the Gazette, and in 1560 became 
its sole proprietor,-as he had from the first, with the few months’ exceptiow noted, been its 
sole editor. In the great contest of 1850-51, on the compromise measure, Major Harper, 
through the Gazette and on the stump, took a strong conservative position, concentrating 
around it what was then styled the union party. In 1851, in the largest convention ever 
assembled in the county, he was nominated and elected as one of the union members of the leg- 
islature. He was made chairman of the committee on penitentiary, and inaugurated the 
manufacture of cotton goods in that institution. He was reélected to the legislature in 1853, 
by a commanding majority. In the memorable contest of 1860 he supported Bell, of Ten- 
nessee, for president, and continued his strenuous efforts to avert disunion, but when, in a 
paroxysm of desperation, the state seceeded, Major Harper, though deeply regretting and 
deprecating her precipitation, and knowing the tremendous odds she must encounter, never- 
theless determined to share her destiny. When the war and all its fury burst upon the 
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South, Major Harper entered the Confederate service, and was actively engaged in the coi. 
missary Gepartment until the close of the struggle, an affection of the eyes, from which he 
had suffered since a child, forbidding his becoming a tighter in the ranks. At the close of 
the war he returned to the Gazette, and alligned himself with the democratic party, which 
had virtually absorbed the old whig organization, and throughout the period of reconstruc- 
tion advocated conciliatory measures and a peaceful acceptance of the terms of the surrender. 
In 1875, at the time of the great political upheaval in Mississippi polities, George W. Harper 
was again elected to the legislature, and served with great distinction. He was on the 
impeachment committee, and took a leading part in the events that brought about the 
abdication of Goy. Adelbert Ames. After that time, and until 1884, he devoted himself to 
the newspaper profession, and will leave behind, when death finally comes to claim its own, 
a record of faithful performance of duty and of consistent actions, that can not but be a 
pride to all who bear his name. The Gazette is still published at Raymond, his son, Sam 
D. Harper, being the editor and proprietor. George W. Harper, in 1852, was married to 
Anna L. Sims, a niece of the eminent statesman, Gen. Cowles Meade, so distinguisbed in 
our territorial history. She still lives, as do also ten sons and daughters, fruits of the mar- 
riage. George W. Harper is now mayor at Raymond, and also justice of the peace of the 
fourth supervisor district, which position he has held for many years. 

Maj. James Nairne Harper, a planter and prominent citizen of Tallahatchie county, was 
born in Lincoln county, Ga., April 19, 1805, the son of Robert and Lucy (Cross) Harper, 
natives of Maryland and Orange county, N. C., respectively. They married and settled in 
Halifax county, Va., and at a comparatively early date removed to eastern Georgia, and after- 
ward to Lincoln ¢ounty, Ga., where Mr. Harper died in 1826. Mrs. Harper died at Talla- 
hatchie county, Miss. Both have been members of the Baptist church, though Mr. Harper was 
formerly a Scotch Presbyterian. He was a successful planter, who began with no capital 
and prospered so well that, at his death, he jeft a fine estate. At one time he held the office 
of tobacco inspector in Georgia. Perhaps his best claim to historical notice is the fact that 
at the age of sixteen he enlisted as a private, and served the cause of the colonies in the 
Revolutionary war until the close of the struggle. He was a man of good natural abilities, 
and had a fair English education. His father, Banister Harper, was one of three brothers, 
Englishmen, who came to America at an early date and located in Maryland, removing after- 
ward to Georgia, where he died. His wife was Margaret Nairne. Shepard Gross, grand- 
father of our subject, was born in North Carolina, and died in Georgia. His daughter, who 
became the mother of James Nairne Harper, was a well-educated lady. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harper had eight children, of whom Major Harper was the youngest, except one, being the 
only one now living. He received his preparatory education at different academies in Georgia 
and South Carolina, finishing at Franklin college, Athens,Ga. In 1828 he married Mary 
Susanna Jones, daughter of Col. William Jones, a noted Virginian by birth, who became 
a prominent citizen of Lincoln county, Georgia, but died in Warren county of the 
same state, where he had been for some time in active business as a planter and banker. 
He saw active service in the War of 1812, and was during the larger part of his life a 
prominent man. Mrs. Harper was born in Augusta, Georgia, and died July 14, 1860. 
This Christian woman was for many years, prior to her death, a member of the 
Presbyterian church. She bore her husband twelve children, namely: Dr. Robert W. 
Harper, a planter and physician, who received a tine collegiate education and graduated in 
medicine at Augusta, Ga. (became a surgeon in the Confederate army in General Walthall’s 
command); Correli M. became the wife of Col. William T. Wynn, deceased, the father of 
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Judge J. H. Wynn, a prominent attorney of Greenville; James N. graduated from the 
University of Mississippi, and died before the war, while preparing for the ministry; Henry 
J., also a graduate of the University of Mississippi, became a captain in the Confederate 
service, and was killed in the battle of Murfreesboro; Lucius 8. also graduated from the 
state university, and was killed in the battle of Medon, Tenn.; Charles E. received a good 
English education, and had prepared for college at the time of the outbreak of the war, went 
into the war at the age of seventeen, and was killed in the fight at New Hope, Ga., after 
having just captured a piece of artillery; Mary A. became the wife of Joseph A, Thompson, 
a planter of Tallahatchie county; Chalmers was killed by being thrown froma horse in 1864, 
Jerry M. and Mary S. died in infancy, and two others died unnamed. Henry J. Harper 
was a man of fine talent and an able lawyer. The beginning of the war found him engaged 
in the practice of his profession at Charleston, in partnership with Col. James S. Bailey. He 
joined the Tallahatchie rifles, but was not mustered into the service with that organization, but 
in July, 1861, he became a member of the First Mississippi cavalry, entering the service as a 
private, receiving his discharge the following December on account of ill health. Returning 
home, he soon after organized a company which soon became a part of the Twenty-ninth 
Mississippi infantry, and was known as company B, of which he was lieutenant, and of which 
he became captain about five months later, continuing in command until his death, December 
21, 1862. His remains lie in the Confederate cemetery at Murfreesboro. or his second 
wife Major Harper married Eusebia Fisher, July 21, 1861. She was born in Kentucky, and 
was a sister of the late Judge E. S. Fisher, a distinguished lawyer and physician of Mississippi. 
She died in 1870. She was a lady of fine talent and education, a devoted wife and mother, 
and bad been for some time a member of the Christian church. He was married again in 
1874 to Mrs. Margaret R. Cox, daughter of John Fox. She was born near Huntsville, Ala., 
and came with her parents to Mississippi. This excellent lady was in her early years a 
Methodisi and iater a Presbyterian. She died in 1890. 

In 1834 Major Harper came to Tallahatchie county, and purchased a tract of land 
upon which he now lives, and in the winter of 1835-6 he brought his family here, 
where he has since made his home. He has cleared about thirteen hundred acres of land, 
and is the owner altogether of about two thousand acres. He obtained his title of Major 
through his rank in the militia of Georgia, in his early manhood. About 1837 he founded 
Preston academy, in Yalobusha county, which was a very popular institution of, learning in 
the pioneer days of Mississippi, and at which many of the prominent men of the state 
received their early education. Mz. Harper has always been active in polities and all affairs 
of public moment, and in many ways has been the most conspicuous figure in this county. 
He is a charter member of George Washington lodge No. 157, A. F. & A. M., at Charleston, 
of which he was once worshipful master. He has taken the Royal Arch degree, and was 
formerly prominent in Masonry, but, owing to advancing age, has not been active for some 
years past. He has been an elder in the Presbyterian church for more than half a century, 
and all of his children, and all of his grandchildren save one, have been baptized in the same 
faith. Major Harper’s chief aim in life has been to educate his children, and, with their 
interest and the general interest in view, he was led to the establishment of Preston academy 
previously mentioned. The fact of his having lost four gallant and promising sons in the 
Confederate service during the war, another meeting asad and sudden death at home during 
the same period, has cast a shadow over the happiness of the family, through which the sun 
has never since shone as brightly as before. In his old age he was an intelligent, exceed- 
ingly bright and affable man, fond of a joke, and widely known as a story teller. During 
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his later years in Georgia he was personally familiar with nearly every man in the. state who 
had a state or national reputation, and is yet very much attached to that grand old state. 
His acquaintance in Mississippi bas not been quite as extensive, yet he is personally acquainted 
with most of its distinguished citizens, and thoroughly familiar with its history. He has 
always been active in politics, and zealous in every movement looking for the advancement 
of the country. He has never permitted himself to become a public officer. 

John H. Harper, a prominent planter of Clarke county, Miss., is located eight miles 
from Quitman. He was born in Jasper county in 1840, and is the second of a family of 
nine children born to George and Edna B. (Hutf) Harper, six of whom are living. His father 
was born in South Carolina in 1804, and moved to Mississippi in 1832. He was married 
while still a resident of South Carolina. His children who are living are William F., John 
H., Americts T., Sarah E., Winfield S., Mary M., Thomas M. and Susan M. The worthy 
father died in May, 1890, his wife having died in 1864. They were members of the Baptist 
ehurch. Mr. Harper was a practical plauter during the latter part of his life. His early 
years were passed in teaching school. He was successful in whatever he undertook, and was 
everywhere recognized as a helpful citizen. His early life was spent in Jasper county; 
there he was educated, and in 1865 married Sarah H. Johnston, daughter of John Johnston. 
Previous to this, in 1861, he enlisted in company F, of the Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, 
for service in the Confederate cause. He was in engagements at and about Richmond, Fred- 
ericksburg, and in all the battles in which the Virginia army took part. At the battle of 
Petersburg he was wounded in the arm and thigh, and at the battle of Fort Gregg he received 
another wound in the head. He was taken prisoner of war, and carried to Hart’s Island, 
New York harbor. During his term of service he gained a commission as corporal. After 
the war he returned to Jasper county, and engaged in farming. Mr. and Mrs. Harper have 
eleven children: William A., John W., Thomas J., Leon R., Sarah O., Charles C., Daniel 
L., Edward O., Stella M., Annie B. and another daughter, Sarah K., who died. The family 
moved to this county in 1870, where Mr. Harper has become a well-known planter and quite 
an extensive breeder. He is amember of the Masonic lodge andthe Farmers’ Alliance. Politic- 
ally, he is a democrat, taking a deep interest in all political questions of the day. In 1891, 
through the kindness of his friends, he was elected to the state legislature of Mississippi. 
He ard his wife are both members of the Baptist church. 

A glance at the lives of representative men whose names appear in this volume will 
reveal many sketches of honored and influential citizens who have resided many years in the 
county, but among them none are more worthy or deserving of mention than Hon. William 
L. Harper, who is a true type of the Southern gentleman. In his veins flows some of the 
best blood of which America can boast, and of which he is justly proud. He has always 
been a man of unquestioned honor and has kept the name he bears, which has descended to 
him from a long line of illustrious and honored ancestry, pure in the sight of God and man. 
His parents, William and Louisa (Lewis) Harper, were born in Virginia and Mississippi, 
respectively, the former being the youngest in a family of seven sons and seven daughters 
born to his parents. He was made familiar with the duties of plantation life in his youth, 
but this did not occupy his entire attention, for much of his time was devoted to acquiring 
an education. About the year 1807, or when he was twenty-five years of age, he decided 
that the territory of Mississippi offered a better field for a young man to make a name and 
fame for himself than the state of his birth, and accordingly came to Jefferson county, and 
in time became the owner of about three thousand acres of land. Soon after his arrival in 
the state of his adoption the war between the United States and Great Britain known as the 
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War of 1812, broke out, but in this Mr. Harper did not take part, preferring to employ a 
substitute and devote his attention to his plantation. In 1818 he was married to Miss Louisa, 
the second of three daughters of Mrs. Martha Lewis, a widow and a native of Jefferson 
county. Mr. Harper and bis wife began housekeeping on the place near where Hon. William 
L. Harper now resides, and there the latter was born on the 21st of November, 1822, this 
being within two miles of where he now lives. His advantages for obtaining an education 
were very good, and in 1842 he was graduated from Oakland college, soon after which he was 
married to Miss Ann T. Sanders, of Georgetown, Ky., she being a young lady of exceptional 
intelligence and refinement and a graduate of a college in her native town. In regard to her 
private life, she endeavored to live up to the teachings of the golden rule, and that she suc- 
ceeded in living the life of a true Christian was fully attested by the love and respect that 
was accorded her, not only by her husband and children, but by all who knew her. After a 
happy married life of eighteen years she was called from earth, her death being earnestly 
mourned by her husband, four sons and five daughters. Six of these children still survive 
her: William, a farmer of Texas; Emma H., wife of B. B. Paddock, of Fort Worth, Tex.; 
Walker S., a planter of Washington county, Miss.; Matthew C., a teacher of Jefferson col- 
lege, near Natchez; Ann T. and Betty E., both residents of Texas. Mary Louisa, the 
widow of Captain Darden, died June 10, 1884: Victor F., the captain of the schooner Hebe, 
was lost in the Carribean sea by the capsizing of his boat in the year 1874, and the other 
member of the family died in early childhood. In 1864 Mr. Harper married again, his sec- 
ond wife being Miss Annie E. Coulson, daughter of John 8. Coulson, a prominent clothing 
merchant of Natchez. Mrs. Harper was educated in the Spingler institute of New York 
city, this institution being under Gorham Abbott, a brother of the famous historian, John S. 
C. Abbott. She left this school an accomplished intellectual and refined young lady, emi- 
nently fitted to shine in any society, and her subsequent career has fully carried out the 
promise she gave in early womanhood. She is a leader in all matters of a public nature 
where members of her sex are called upon to participate, and her example of earnest Chris- 
tian endeavor is well worthy of emulation. She has three sisters, all of whom are women 
of brilliant mind. One sister, Mrs. Kells, has devoted the greater part of her life to educa. 
tional work and for some time was principal of Fairmount college, later becoming principal 
of the Episcopal school at Pass Christian. She then filled the chair of physiology, hygeine 
and natural history at the Industrial institute at Columbus, Miss., but resigned this position 
to enter the journalistic field, becoming editress of the White Ribbon, the leading W. C. T. U. 
paper in the state. Mrs. Harper also has four brothers: Joseph, the eldest, is a merchant 
in Dallas, Tex.: Samuel is a planter and merchant in Louisiana; William is a planter living 
in Mississippi, and Benjamin is a commercial traveler. Mr. Harper and his wife are the 
parents of four sons and one daughter: Grantley B., the eldest son, is a conductor of the 
Natchez, Jackson & Columbus railroad, is married and resides in Natchez; Somers is in the 
railroad shops at Harriston; James C. lives in Alabama; Bartlett is a telegraph operator, and 
Lurline, the daughter, is at home with her parents. She has received many advantages, 
and it may with truth be said that her opportunities have not been thrown away, for she is 
a cultured and accomplished young lady. When the Civil war broke out, in 1861, Mr. Har- 
per espoused the cause of the Confederacy with the enthusiasm of a native Southerner, and 
was given charge of a battery. At the battle of Shiloh he received a severe wound, for the 
ball nearly severed the tendon of Achilles, just above the left foot. At the end of one year’s 
service he returned to his home near Fayette and there has since resided, the most of his 
attention being given to the peaceful pursuit of farming. He has been much interested in 
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the current issues of the day and has been prominently before the public in different 
capacities on various occasions. In 1854 he was a member of the state legislature and 
served in the same capacity during 1882 and 1884. He and his family are worthy members 
of the Presbyterian church, in which he holds the office of trustee, and both he and his wife 
are noted for their labors in behalf of Christianity and morality, as well as for their liberal, 
progressive and charitable views. Their many talents place them among the leaders of 
society in Jefferson county, and their home is an attractive and most hospitable one. They 
have reared their children to honorable manhood and womanhood, and in the autumn of 
their lives are content to quietly enjoy the numerous blessings with which they are sur- 
rounded. Mrs. Harper’s paternal ancestors were Huguenots, and her records trace her 
family in unbroken line back to the time of Louis XIV. Her family were of the Le Comptes, 
and, on coming to America, settled in Maryland, the bay of Le Compte deriving its name 
from the Le Compte family. 

Hon. Jobe Harral, Eudora, Miss., is one of the oldest citizens of De Soto county, and 
for many years he has been prominently connected with its political and religious history. 
He was born in Smith county, Tenn., on the Sth day of November, 1820, and is the third 
child of Whitfield and Judith (Bird) Harral, natives of South Carolina and Georgia respect- 
ively. They reared a family of eight children: John, Whittield, Jobe, Sarah, Martba, Lor- 
inzo, William and Parmeénio, six sons and two daughters; all of whom are now dead except 
Whitfield, now living in Houston, Texas, and Jobe, the subject of this sketch. The father 
was early imbued with the principles of John C. Calhoun, firmly believing that a state had 
the right to judge of an infraction of the Federal constitution, and peaceably to withdraw 
from the Union if she deemed such withdrawal necessary to secure her safety, and he lived 
and died in the democratic faith. He was a planter by occupation, and lived a life of great 
usefulness, dying at the ripe age of sixty years, honored, respected, and loved by all who 
knew him. ‘he paternal grandfather, Henry Harral, was of English descent, but was born 
in Sumter district, S. C., and continued there to his death. The maternal grandfather was 
Jobe Bird, a Virginian, who left the state of his nativity and settled near Eatonton, in Put- 
nam county, Ga., where Mr. Harral met his wife, Judith Bird, and where they were married. 
When Jobe Harral was about one year old, his father returned to Georgia, and after remain- 
ing there about three years, he moved to Russellville, in Franklin county, Ala., where Jobe 
Harral was reared and educated. He enjoyed superior advantages in school, and made the 
most of bis opportunities. At the age of about twenty-three years hé came to Mississippi, 
and located in De Soto county, where he has continuously resided. He has been a conspicnu- 
ous figure in the politics of the county, and has ever been keenly alive to the public good. In 
1860 he made a speech in the courthouse in Hernando, in which he warned his fellow-citizens 
against secession, arguing with all the earnestness of a patriot about to be sacrificed for the 
country, persuading them that if they did secede the Sonthern states would be conquered, and 
their slaves would be emancipated. After events proved the soundness of his judgment, and 
his almost prophetic forecast. It was through his agency that a convention was called, and 
a Douglas electoral ticket was put in the field in Mississippi in 1860. He has been mayor 
of Hernando, and is now mayor of Eudora, and is regarded and known as an honest, eflicient 
and faithful officer. In 1882 he was elected to the state legislature, and made a splendid 
record for great discrimination, and marked judgment of measures and men. It was while 
he was a member of the legislature that he inaugurated a war on whisky that has now made 
more than half of the state prohibitory, and will soon plant prohibition in the other half. 
At the period of his advent into the legislature, Mississippi paid an annual tax to the whisky 
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fiend of about $10,000,000. It is only in the light of such facts, that his great services can 
be properly estimated. At this time, August, 1891, he is making a canvass for the state 
senate, and such is his masterly handling of facts, his power of logic in arranging and pre- 
senting them, and the fiery eloquence with which he moves the heart, that hundreds flock to 
hear him every day, and many come from long distances. He is a Baptist minister of 
renown, has written much and ably in support of Baptist faith and practice, and is an able, 
efficient and zealous worker. He has been moderator of the Coldwater Baptist association a 
number of times, and fills that position now. For thirty years he has been preaching in 
De Soto county, and much of that time in other parts of the state, and during his career, no 
tongue of slander has been lifted, and no word of fault has been uttered against him. He 
has nobly kept himself unspotted from all men. He owns five hundred and seventy acres of 
land, three hundred of which he has placed in a good state of cultivation. In addition to 
his agricultural pursuits he finds time to superintend a stock of merchandise, valued at about 
$1,200 and a postoftice of considerable business. Mr. Harral has been married to three 
wives, two of whom are dead. In 1840 he was united to Miss Ann Prilliman, of Virginia, a 
daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Grayson) Prilliman. Three children were born to them: 
Chester A., Lou J. and Telemachus, the first and last being deceased. In 1882 he was mar- 
ried a second time to Miss Sophronia Paslay, a native of South Carolina, and a daughter of 
Austin and Gillie (Green) Paslay, who were also South Carolinians by birth. Seven chil- 
dren were born of this marriage: Fanny Fern, Jane. Evelina Graves, Carrie, Montrose, Van- 
nie Gilley and Arthur. Jane, Montrose and Vannie are the only surviving ones. His second 
wife dying in the early spring of 1564, he was, on the 9th day of April, 1865, married to 
Miss Susan Taylor, a native of England, anda daughter of Samuel and Margaret (Anderson) 
Taylor, also English. Mrs. Susan Harral is widely known for her highly cultivated intelli- 
gence, and her intellectual and social qualities, as well as for her glowing hospitality. Mr. 
Harral is a member of the Masonic order, and is a strong advocate of its principles. As a 
merchant he has been successful, as a politician he is above reproach, and as a minister of 
the gospel, he is able, zealous and fearless in his presentation of its truths, as it appears to 
him. He is a close powerful reasoner, and is listened to with the greatest interest by the 
multitudes who flock to hear him. 

Capt. Cornelius Lee Harris was born in Marshall county, Miss., in the year 1841, the 
eldest of a family of six children born unto John O. and Oney A. (Allen) Harris, the former 
a native of middle Tennessee and the latter of the state of Alabama. His father was one 
of a numerous connection by the name, living in Marshall, Holmes and Lowndes counties, 
Miss., many of whom have attained eminence and distinction in the service of state and the 
various vocations of life, but as a marked feature of the family have kept intact its principal 
characteristics, to wit, individuality of mind, independence of thought, conservatism in action, 
and in the main they are good managers and prosperous livers. Thesubjectof thissketch came 
with his parents to Tippah county, Miss., when quite young, and here grew to maturity. 
Losing his father at the age of twelve he had early to become the manager of the farm, 
which prevented his obtaining more than the limited education which the high schools of the 
county could give. In 1859, before his nineteenth birthday, he was married to Miss Frances 
Lee Craig, a most excellent lady, the daughter of an esteemed citizen and extensive planter 
in those ante-bellum times. This good lady, whose positive worth, intrinsic merit, and 
striking good sense, whose kindness, liberality and charity have been the admiration of all 
who knew her, still survives. In 1861 Captain Harris, not yet at his majority, enlisted 
as a private in company D of the Second Mississippi volunteers under Col. W. C. Falkner. 
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He was soon appointed orderly sergeant, and after the battle of Manassas he was elected 
second lieutenant, and in a few months was promoted to the office of first lieutenant, and 
was offered the captaincy at the reorganization of the regiment, but declined. After a little 
over a year’s service, a difference originating between him and an officer of the same company, 
he resigned his commission, went home, and was not actively engaged in the army service 
during the remainder of the war. At the close of the war, which left him as it left most 
others, with nothing of this world’s goods, he was engaged in teaching school. Soon after 
forming a copartnership with Chesley Hines, his brother-in-law, a mechanical engineer by 
trade, they engaged in the business of sawmilling. The special adaptation of this firm to 
the business with Captain Harris as business manager, accounts for the phenomenal success 
which crowned their efforts from the beginning. This firm did the largest saw and grist- 
mill business that was ever done in Tippah connty, doing also a mercantile business in the 
same connection, and at the end of ten or twelve years they had each accumulated a small 
fortune. In 1877 the firm purchased from Capt. R. J. Thurmond a one third interest in the 
Ship Island, Ripley & Kentucky railroad. Captain Thurmond also sold to Col. W. C. 
Falkner another third interest at the same time. Captain Harris was elected business man- 
ager and superintendent of the road, which position he has held for fourteen years, and still 
retains. Though the road had lost money up to the time of his taking charge, his official 
reports show he paid a dividend of seven per cent. on the invested capital the first year of 
his management, and has made as high as twenty-seven per cent. in one year. As a busi- 
ness man, always sound, active and energetic, he bas the reputation of having made a sue- 
cess of everything he has undertaken, and in a lifelong association with his associates in 
business not a jostle or unpleasant difference has occurred. For twenty-five years the 
trusted agent, handling the fortunes of others, his integrity has never been questioned, his 
word is his bond to those who know him, and his known love for honesty, fair-dealing and 
- justice mark the distinguishing elements of his character. Positive in his convictions, firm 
in his purposes, though conservative and compromising in matters of uncertainty and doubt, 
he is kind and generous to all, liberal in his aid of charities, and a free dispenser of private 
hospitalities, with a home that is ever open to his many friends. Though tickle fortune has 
smiled for him more than for some others, he makes no parade or ontward show of wealth, 
preferring to remain the plain private citizen. Though often solicited he has never run for a 
public office nor held one, except county superintendent of public education, to which he was 
appointed. He is a Free Mason of high degree, a democrat in politics, in religion a 
Universalist. 

John M. Harris, merchant and planter of Cascilla, Tallahatchie county, Miss., was a 
native of Tallapoosa county, Ala., and was born in 1830, a son of Major and Jane (Baker) 
Harris, natives of Georgia, who were married in Alabama, and lived in that state until 1842, 
when they came to Yalobusha county, moving thence to Tallahatchie county, and settling in 
the valley west of Cascilla, where Mrs. Harris died in 1844, Mr. Harris surviving until 1862, 
when he died at the age of about sixty-four years. Mrs. Harris, during most of her lifetime, 
was a consistent member of the Primitive Baptist church. Mr. Harris was a soldier in the 
United States army during the War of 1812, and later, as a democrat, was quite prominent 
in political affairs. Both Mr. and Mrs. Harris removed with their parents when quite young 
to Alabama. Francis Baker, the maternal grandfather of our subject, was a native of 
Georgia when he removed to Alabama, removing in 1836 from Alabama to Yalobusha county, 
where he was successful in life, becoming a well-to-do planter, and died in 1844. Always 
deeply concerned in religious matters, he made a study of theology, and during a portion of 
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his life was a minister of the Primitive Baptist church. Major Harris was twice married, his 
second wife having been Mrs. Mary Potts, by whom he had three children. John M. Harris 
was the fifth in his father’s family of three sons and three daughters, named as follows: 
Sallie, who became the wife of James Ellis, and is deceased; Mary, who is the widow of 
Edward Talbert; Martha, who married Lewis Miller, who is deceased; Henry, now deceased, 
served during the late war as a member of a Texan company; Joseph, who was also a 
member of a Texan company, in the Confederate service, is deceased. John M. Harris was 
educated principally in Tallahatchie county, his advantages being confined to those afforded 
by the home schools. He took up the active affairs of life at the age of twenty-one, becom- 
ing a planter. He was married in 1852 to Fannie, daughter of George and Debora Reed, 
natives of Tennessee, who came to Yalobusha county at an early day, and died at Tallahatchie 
county, the former, about 1864, and the latter, about 1858. Mr. Reed was a successful 
planter. Mrs. Harris, who was a native of Tennessee, bas borne her husband four children: 
Walter, who is engaged in planting; Fosdaner, now Mrs. George W. Trusty; Jennie, wife 
of J. W. Burt, a merchant of Cascilla; Joseph R., a merchant and planter at Cascilla. 
Since 1852 Mr. Harris has lived in Tallahatchie county, in the same neighborhood where he 
now resides. Until 1882 he gave his attention exclusively to planting, but in the year men- 
tioned he erected a storehouse where Cascilla now stands, and opened up a general mercan- 
tile trade. Here has sprung up one of the most thriving villages in the country, of which 
Mr. Harris was the first merchant. Since 1589 he has had a partner, Mr. G. W. Trusty, in 
the business, which is carried on under the firm name of J. M. Harris & Co., and aggregate 
about $0,000 annually. Mr. Harris has for some years been a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, and he was treasurer of Cascilla lodge No. 411, A. F. & A. M., being also a 
member of Cascilla lodge No. 410, I. O. O. F. He was one of the founders of, and is a stock- 
holder in the Casciila male and female high schooi, a recently established and flourisuing 
institution. He has always had the interest of his town and county at heart, and has prob- 
ably contributed as generously as any one man for the progress and prosperity of Cascilla, 
of which village he is known everywhere as the founder. For many years Mr. and Mrs. 
Harris have been members of the Missionary Baptist church. 

L. ¥. Harris, although at the present a planter of Hinds county, Miss., is a Georgian, 
his birth having occurred in Talbott county of that state, April 10, 1855, being the second 
of six children born to M. T. andC. A. (Mason) Harris, they being also natives of Georgia. 
The father, who was a practical and extensive farmer, was a private in both the Mexican and 
Civil wars, and died July 18, 1869. L. F. Harris attended a private school until he was 
about sixteen years of age, then began looking after the interests of the home plantation, in 
Georgia, for his mother, continuing in this capacity until he attained his majority. In 
187i he came to Mississippi, and the first labor done by him in this state was as a planter 
in Rankin county, where he remained seven years. Since then he has been a resident of 
Hinds county, and here, in 1890, became the owner of his present plantation, which com. 
prises eleven hundred and twenty acres, and is known as the Wilson place. Eight hundred 
acres of this land is under cultivation, and two hundred and fifty aeres are in pasture. 
The annual yield of cotton is about seventy-five bales, and corn is raised to the extent of 
three thousand five hundred bushels. He has steam cottongin and gristmill on his place, 
the former turning out four hundred and twenty-five bales yearly. Mr. Harris was married 
on the 16th of December, 1854, to Miss Mary Wilson, a native Alabamian, and by ber is the 
father of four interestiug little children: Hendon, Mason, Hernando and Sam Houston, the 
latter being an infant. Mr. Harris is a skillful and experienced planter, and in the conduct 
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of his valuable plantation he is practical and thorough, and keeps thoroughly apace with the 
times. He and his estimable wife are worthy members of the Baptist church. 

Matthew J. Harris is a worthy and representative planter of Warren county, Miss., and 
acquired his knowledge of the calling from his father, Matthew J. Harris, Sr., who was also 
a planter, and who put his knowledge to a practical use. The father, as well as his wife, 
whose maiden name was Rebecca A. Perkins, was a native of Virginia, and in 1861 came to 
Mississippi, and located on the plantation on which the subject of this sketch now resides. 
This land was purchased in 1848, but was not resided upon by the family until the opening 
of the war, as they owned a fertile and extensive plantation in Virginia, and left the prop- 
erty in Mississippi in the hands of an overseer. Mr. Harris, besides his extensive landed 
possessions, had accumulated considerable property in the way of slaves, and upon the 
opening of the war, in 1861, had in his possession about forty. He died in 1868, but his 
widow still survives him, makes her home with her son, Matthew J., and is now in her sixty- 
second year, and an earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal church South. They reared 
a family of three children: Aurelia F. (deceased) was the wife of Asa Minter, of Madison 
county; Matthew J., and Harley F., who reside on the home plantation with their mother. 
Matthew J. Harris was born in 1854, and was educated in the county in which he now 
resides. At the close of the war he entered Sharon college, in Madison county, and when 
only nineteen years of age he took charge of the home plantation, and has since controlled 
the same. He was married in December, 1886, to Miss Fanny K. Edwards, a daughter of 
Benjamin Edwards, of this county, which family originally came from Virginia. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Harris two children have been born: Natalie, and B. Edwards, who died at the age of 
two years and three months. Mr. Harris is about six feet three inches in hight, and is of 
fair complexion. 

R. W. Harris, the immediate progenitor of J. M. Harris, was a Virginian, born January 
16, 1819, a son of Robert and Rebecea (Rice) Harris, who were also born in the Old Domin- 
ion. The father, Robert Harris, was a planter and a soldier in the War of 1812, and his 
wife was a sister of Colonel Rice of Virginia, who distinguished himself in the War of 1812, 
and was a member of one of the ‘‘I’. F. V’s.’’ She and her husband reared a family of four 
children: Margaret A. E., married Joseph Wyche of Virginia; R.W., Matthew J., deceased, 
and Catherine 8., who married Dr. Matthew H. Wall, of Kentucky. RK. W. Harris married 
M. Perkins, of Dinwiddie county, Va., daughter of Joel and Luey Perkins, October 1, 1839. 
In 1848 he came to the state of Mississippi, and the following year settled on the place on 
which he is now living. He came hither in a private conveyance, the journey from Virginia 
taking about two months, and during this time he suffered many inconveniences and hard- 
ships. The land on which Mr. Harris settled was somewhat improved, there being some two 
hundred acres under cultivation, but the buildings were only of logs. Of this property Mr. 
Harris has since improved a large amount, and has erected a magnificent, old-fashioned 
Southern residence, the surroundings of which are very beautiful and attractive. He made 
a handsome fortune prior to the war, but during that period the greater part of it was swept 
away. However, he is now in good circumstances, and has everything for the comfort and 
happiness of his declining years. To himself and wife a family of thirteen children were 
born, seven of whom lived to be grown: R. B. P., who was a surgeon in the Confederate 
army, and died in 1878; Margaret E., wife of Charles Harris; Rebecca R., wife of William 
Robb; James M.; Thomas B., now deceased; William T., also deceased, and Martha W., 
wife of J. R. Baker of this place. Of his plantation Mr. Harris has about one hundred and 
fifty acres under cultivation, it being now under the control and management of his son 
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James, and bis son-in-law, J. R. Baker. His wife, who died April 27, 1886, in the sixty- 
third year of her age, was a member of the Methodist Episcopal chureh South; Mr. Harris 
is a Baptist. He is a man of much intelligence, and tells many interesting anecdotes of the 
privations and hardships of early times» Upon his settlement in the county there were only 
two or three families within a radius of many miles and the country was but very little 
improved. As late as 1857 he and Major Harris killed as many as nine bear in one season. 
He is tall, of dark complexion, and wears a full beard, which is now snow white. He is 
prepossessing in personal appearance, and is a pleasant and agreeable conversationalist. 

J. M. Harris is a planter and merchant of Warren county, Miss., and was born in the 
county in which he now resides October 28, 1853, being a son of Robert W. and Mary (Per- 
kins) Harris, who were born in Virginia, the former removing to this state in 1844, settling 
in the neighborhood in which his son is now living, and engaged in planting. The country 
being new, his operations were conducted on a rather limited scale compared: with the pres- 
ent day, but he owned quite a number of slaves. J. M. Harris was, from the time he was 
two years of age, reared by Maj. R. P. Harris, whose residence in Mississippi dated from 
1830. He settled on the plantation on which J. M. now resides, and although he was a suc- 
cessful planter he did not own many slaves. The country, upon his arrival here, was in a 
wild state, abounding in all kinds of game, but here he determined to make his home, not- 
withstanding the fact that canebrake covered the hills as well as the bottom lands. Owing 
to the fact that the country was infested by Indians whose treachery the whites feared, com- 
panies of militia were formed, in one of which he held the. rank of major. He was a man 
of profound learning, was a fine Greek and Latin scholar, and at the age of twelve years had 
read Virgil, Homer, and the life of Czesar in the original. He was of an adventurous dispo- 
sition and at an early age sought a home in what was then called the wild West, and .this 
section was improved by the good he accomplished. Although a leader in whatever he 
undertook, he always refused to accept any position of honor or trust although warmly urged 
to do so by his numerous friends. In his political views he was a strong whig, differing 
decidedly from his kinsmen in this section in that respect. He was married in 1842 to Miss 
Mary Rice, of Virginia, but their union was withont issue. Upon the opening of the war 
Major Harris opposed secession with all the strength of his steadfast nature, and conse- 
quently did not take an active part in the Civil war, although he lost heavily during the war, 
some seventy negroes being freed. He accumulated the property on which J. M. Harris is 
now residing, from 1830 to 1860. He was an upright and noble man in every respect, and 
his death was felt as a great loss to the community, notwithstanding the fact that he was a 
non-combatant. He was foully murdered by a negro in 1864 who, at the same time, tried to 
kill J. M. Harris, then a lad of eleven years, while he was with the Major looking for stock 
on the plantation. The widow of Major Harris still survives him, and although seventy- 
eight years of age, shows but little the ravages of time, either mentally or physically; her 
tales of early life in Mississippi being both interesting and instructive. J. M. Harris has 
been married twice, first in 1879 to Miss Mary Lindsey, of Vicksburg, a daughter of Judge 
L. Lindsey, but her death occurred in April of the following year, she being a worthy mem- 
ber of the Christian church. They became the parents of one child, who was born at the 
death of his mother, and whom they named Robert L. In 1887 Mr. Harris took for his 
second wife Miss Lucy Browne, of Yazoo county, daughter of Miles T. Browne, of Norfolk, 
Va., who is at the present time an extensive planter in Yazoo county. Mr. Harris has 
served in the capacity of justice of the peace, and in connection with planting was for some 
ten years engaged in merchandising, but for about two years past has devoted his atten- 
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tion to the former calling. He is a substantial citizen, and is much looked up to and 
respected by those who know him. His wife is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
South. 

T. D. Harris, of Brandon, Miss., was born in Maury county, Tenn., in 1833, a son of 
Richard and Mary (Davis) Harris, the former of whom was a Virginian, but removed to 
Tennessee in 1828, where he followed the oecupation of planting until his death. T. D. 
Harris received his education in the common schools of his native state, but in 1852 left 
home to seek his fortuue in Mississippi, and for two years, after locating in Brandon, he 
worked in a livery stable for nothing save his board and clothes. The following year he 
was given a good salary, at the end of which time his salary was raised to 575 per month. 
In 1855 he was elected to the position of city marshal and was appointed deputy sheriff. 
The succeeding year he purchased a half interest in a livery barn and also opened a retail 
grocery store, and as he gave his personal supervision to. these callings he was very success- 
ful. In August, 1861, he went out as second lieutenant of company B, Sixth Mississippi 
regiment, and after the battle of Shiloh he was appointed commissary captain of cavalry. 
In 1863 he was elected to the position of sheriff of Rankin county, but was not permitted 
to leave his position in the army until the office of regimental commissary was abolished, 
when he returned home to take upon himself the duties of sheriff, in which capacity he 
served until 1869, when he was removed on account of disability. In 1870 he was 
appointed treasurer, but resigned the same year to again accept the sheriff's office made 
vacant by the death of the former incumbent. In 1874 he was again appointed sheriff to 
fill a vacancy, and in 1877 was elected to the regular term of two years. Since that time 
he has given his almost exclusive attention to handling real estate, having invested all his 
surplus capital in land. He has sold a large amount of real estate to negroes in the last few 
years, amounting to about $12,000 worth, and still has thirty-six thousand acres for sale. 
He also owns some valuable property in Jackson. He was married in 1559 to Miss Kate 
Watts, of Covington county, Miss., a daughter of John Watts, who represented Covington, 
Lawrence, Perry and Marion counties in the state senate in 1834-5. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Harris one child has been born, Mollie, wife of W. B. Collier, of Brandon. My. Harris is a 
Royal Arch Mason and belongs to the Knights of Honor. He is a fine business man, and 
by his own perseverance and push has become wealthy. 

Thomas W. Harris (deceased) was born in Georgia and came with his parents to Mis- 
sissippi in youth. They settled at Columbus, aud there he was reared and partly educated. 
He studied law, and after a few years’ practice came to Holly Springs, where he spent the 
active years of his life. He married a Miss Mason, and after her death a Miss Watson. 
He became a leading lawyer of north Mississippi, antl for many years was one of the 
prominent legal lights of the Holly Springs bar. During the Civil war he raised a com- 
pany at Holly Springs, was elected captain, and served in that capacity until peace was 
declared. After this he was at Fort Worth for eighteen months, was for a short time in 
Memphis andthen came to Holly Springs, where his death occurred in 1890, leaving a widow 
and three children. He was a member of the Presbyterian church. He was genial and 
entertaining, literary in his taste, and well posted on all subjects. He was a leading crim- 
inal lawyer and always for the defense. 

Judge Wiley P. Harris. This distinguished jurist is a native of Mississippi, his birth 
eceurring in Pike county, on the Vth of November, 1818. He is a son of Early and Mary 
(Harrison) Harris, the former of whom was a Virginian by birth, and a son of Buckner 
Harris of that state. The paternal grandmother was Nancy Early, of old Virginia stock, who 
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removed to Georgia at an early day. The Harrises were from South Carolina. Early Varris 
was a farmer by occupation and emigrated to Mississippi when it was a territory, dying there 
when the subject of this sketch was about six years of age. Judge Harris was assisted in 
his education by an uncle, and then by anelder brother, who was a prosperous business man. 
His preliminary education was obtained in the common schools of the country, after which 
he was sent to the University of Virginia, where he was graduated. He then prepared for 
the bar by a two-year course of study at the law school of Lexington, Ky., but in 1840 he 
returned to Mississippi, and in that state was admitted to the bar, opening his law office there. 
He rose rapidly in his profession, and became noted for his success at the bar, and in the 
year 1846 he was elevated to the bench, from which he retired to resume his regular prac- 
tice. In 1850 hewas a member of the state convention, called to consider Federal relations, 
and in 1855 was nominated and elected to congress by the democratic party, to represent the 
district. After serving one term he retired from political life and went back to his profes- 
sion, which was more congenial to his taste and his mental culture. Subsequently he 
removed to Jackson, Miss., where he could have a larger field for his practice. He was 
elected to the secession convention in 1861, and then to the convention at Montgomery, 
which established the Southern Confederacy. He served through the provisional congress, 
after which he retired to official life to devote himself to his law practice, which he continued 
uninterrupted by any call to public life until he was sent to the constitutional convention of 
1890. Judge Harris was married in 1851 to Fannie, a daughter of Judge Daniel Mayes, by 
whom he had seven children. His wife died in 1882, Mr. Harris and their children surviv- 
ing her. In his social relations, Judge Harris is sympathetic and hospitable, strong in his 
affections and genial in his manners. Heis a man of prepossessing personal appearance, tall, 
straight and of courtly bearing. He is light complexioned, for his hair is light and his eyes 
gray. His countenance of a Grecian cast, and this with a smoothly shaven face makes up 
the personal appearance of the Nestor of the Mississippi bar. Judge Harris posse$ses a 
brilliant mind, naturally gifted in the analysis of legal subjects, which culture and training 
has greatly enhanced. His penetration is quick, his perception intuitive and his judgment 
accurate. Certainty followed him in his professional career, and he arose step by step in 
rapid succession until he reached the top round of legal fame. He has studied deeply every 
phase of jurisprudence and so familiar is he with all its branches that the great principles of 
law have become ingrafted in his own individuality. In the argument of a cause his powers 
of reasoning and perception are equally praised. He pays no attention to oratorical display 
or declamation, but presents in a clear, logical form, his arguments. With the keenness ofa 
Damascus blade he cuts away all sophistry aud false coloring of an adversary and subjects 
every grain of fact aud every principle of law to his rigid analysis. He is conscientious in 
giving his opinions on law points, never attempting to mislead the bar or the bench. As a 
judge he possessed the unbounded confidence of the bar, and as a lawyer he is held by the 
courts in highest esteem. By common consent, Judge Harris stands at the head of the Mis- 
sissippi bar; a bar that is not excelled in forensic eloquence or legal learning by any in the 
United States. 

J. R. Harris, a native of Copiah county and a son of Dr. Wiley P. Harris and Mary 
V. (Ragsdale) Harris; his wife was born in 1833. Dr. Wiley P. Harris was born in Georgia 
in 1801 and became a practicing physician, attaining eminence iu his profession. He was a 
private soldier in the Seminole war, in Florida, aud shortly after its close he emigrated to 
Mississippi. He was married, either in Mississippi or Tennessee, to Mary V. Ragsdale, a 
native of the last mentioned state, by whom he had nine children, six of whom are now liy- 
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ing: Amantha L., deceased wife of S. J. Morehead, of Brown’s Mills; L. B., a lawyer of 
Hazlehurst; James Raglan; Sarah A., widow of Douglas Neat; Robert W., of Texas, and 
Eliza, who is unmarried. In the latter part of his life Dr. Harris conducted a plantation, 
to which he gave such time as he could spare from his professional duties. He was promi- 
nent in political affairs, and was the candidate at one time for governor. He was a member 
of the Masonic fraternity. His death occurred in 18-45, his wife’s one year earlier. After 
the death of his father our subject was taken in charge by his eldest sister, with whom he 
resided till he attained his majority. He was given the advantages of a first-class old field. 
school, and acquired a good English education. After leaving school he entered the law 
department of the Transylvania university, at Lexington, Ixy., graduating in 1854 at the age 
of twenty-one. In the same year he began the practice of his profession at Gallatin, where 
he remained till 1857, when, on account of failing health, brought about by too close con- 
tinement to his profession, he was obliged to seek active outdoor employment. He removed 
to the farm of his father-in-law, where he engaged in planting. In a couple of years he 
purchased land of his own, to which he removed, and upon which he placed many improye- 
ments. After the death of Mr. Rice he purchased his old homestead, where he now resides. 
His farm consists of one thousand three hundred and fifty acres, about three hundred of 
which he plants to cotton. In 18587 he opened a store on his plantation, and in 1889 a post- 
office, named Maharris, was reéstablished at his store, and Mrs. Harris was appointed post- 
mistress. In 1656 he married Mary A. Rice, a daughter of C. B. N. Rice, first cousin of 
ex-Governor Brown. He has six children living: Hezekiah Brown, James R., Mamie M., 
Mattie Caither, Robert Rice and George Wiley. In the winter of 1861 Mr. Harris enlisted 
in the sixty-day infantry, which was then being recruited. Upon the expiration of the 
term of his enlistment he enlisted again, in company E, of the Fourth Mississippi cavalry. 
He was mustered into the Confederate service as a private, and was promoted to the rank of 
orderly sergeant. He took part in the battle of Harrisburg and was in many smailer engage- 
ments. He was paroled at Gainesville, Ala. Mr. Harris comes of a good family of more 
than ordinary ability. All of his male kinsfolk have been professional men. He him- 
self is a man of well-balanced mind, and his standing is high, socially and politically. 
Though he is strong in the democratic faith, his attention has been too closely en- 
grossed with his own business to allow him to take any conspicuous part in polities, and 
although he has often been urged by his friends and admirers to allow his name to be used 
us a candidate for various offices, he has always steadfastly refused to do so. 

Hon. James T./Harrison, Jr., counselor at law at Columbus, Miss., has been a leading 
attorney of Lowndes county for many years. This branch of human endeavor bas brought 
into play the most brilliant talents, of which he is capable, and he is admirably adapted to 
honorably prosecute this most exalted of professions. He was born in the city in which he 
now resides May 21, 1848, and is a son of J. T. Harrison, Sr., who acquired a state reputa- 
tion, and whose sketch appears in this volume. James T. Harrison, Jr., who was so fortunate 
as to receive his education at Princeton, N. J., and in 1869 graduated from Washington and 
Lee college. Prior to this, however, in 1863, when only fifteen years of age, he enlisted in 
a company of state militia, under Capt. T. B. Shockley, and served as an escort company 
with General Withers, General Pillow, General S. D. Lee, General D. W. Adams, General For- 
rest and General Dick Taylor. He received but one slight wound during his service. After 
graduating in the above mentioned college he became associated with his father, and is still 
engaged in the practice of his profession under the firm name of Harrison & Laurdam, which 
firm shines as a star of the first magnitude in the tirmament of Mississippi law. They are 
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men of broad intelligence, and are sufficiently learned and sufficiently traveled to recognize 
that all are equal before man’s, as before God's tribunal. Mr. Harrison’s knowledge of law, 
and his popularity with all classes led to his election to the state legislature, during which 
time he was chairman on the committee of colleges and universities, and the passage of the 
bill for the establishment of the industrial institute for female whites (at which time it was 
the only institution of the kind in the United States) was in part due to his wisdom and 
labor. He was appointed chairman of the board of trustees of this institution, and to him 
the credit is due of having it located at Columbus. He was an ardent worker for this college 
and having accomplished his point, he has ever evinced a deep interest in the same. In 
1886 he was reélected to the legislature, and by the speaker of the house was given his choice 
of chairmanships of the different committees. He became chairman of the committee on 
appropriations, and for one year was chairman of colleges and universities. After serving 
his term he retired from politics, and has since devoted himself to his profession, but owing 
to the urgent request of his friends he is the present popular candidate for state senator. 
There has never been an enterprise started in Columbus with which he has not identified 
himself, and the different railroads which have been established have found. in him a hearty 
supporter, he being a director in several. He has been a deacon of the Baptist church for 
some time, and socially he is a member of the A. F. & A. M., in which he is a Knight 
Templar, and also belongs to the I.O.O. F. His kind, courtly and agreeable manners, and 
his generosity and upright conduct in all his business affairs have made him very popular in 
his native county, where he has been known and respected from boyhood. During the war, 
while in the service, he was male a sergeant on the battlefield, and although subsequently 
offered two staff positions for gallantry, they were refused. In 1884 his marriage with Miss 
Fannie 8., daughter of Capt. R. C. Moore, was celebrated, and by her he is the father of 
two children: J. T., Jr. and Nellie. ; 

Dr. Luther D. Harrison, Clarksdale, Miss., is a native of Virginia, his birth occurring 
in that state in 1853, and is a son of L. D. and Martha A. (Johnson) Harrison, descendants 
of old Virginia families. The parents were born in Alexandria, Va., and are residents of that 
state at the present time. The father was a merchant by occupation, but is now retired. He 
was a member of the city council, and was one of the prominent and leading men of that city. 
Dr. Luther D. Harrison attained his growth and secured a thorough education at Alexandria, Va., 
graduating in the literary course at St. John’s college in 1869. He then began studying 
medicine, attended Washington university at Baltimore, in 1869-70, and then studied with 
Dr. Warner, at Guilford, Va.. until 1874. After this he took a course of lectures at Cin- 
cinnati Ohio medical college, and graduated from that institution in 1875. He subsequently 
came to Mississippi, located in Franklin county, and took the practice of his uncle, Dr. M. 
C. Johnson, who had settled at Turners, Franklin county, in 1853, and who had been the 
leading physician of the county for years. After relinquishing his practice to his nephew, 
Dr. Jobnson retired to his plantation, where he resided until his death in 1888, when quite 
old. Dr Harrison remained in Franklin until 1889, and then came to Clarksdale, Coahoma 
county, Miss., and here he has secured a most encouraging practice. He has bought prop- 
erty in the town and is permanently located. Miss India B. Stringer, who became his wife 
in 1889, was born in St. Joseph, La., and is the representative of an old family. To the 
Doctor and wife have been born one son, Marmaduke J. Vhe Doctor is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias order. In personal appearance he is about the average size, has dark 
brown bair and eyes, dark side whiskers and mustache and is a good looking man. 

William H. Harrison, LL.D., M. D,, was the youngest of three children born to Luther 
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PD. and Martha A. (Johnson) Harrison, both natives of Virginia. The father followed mer- 
ebandising at Alexandria, Va., for many years, and during the Civil war held au official 
position. The paternal grandparents, John D. and Betsey C. Harrison, were natives of the 
Old Dominion, and the grandfather was a prominent man in the state, holding the position 
of elerk of the court for a number of years. The maternal grandparents, Edward M. and 
Mary Johnson, were natives of Virginia also, and previous to the war Mr. Johnson was a 
very wealthy man, owning a great number of slaves. William H. Harrison was born in 
Alexandria, Va., on the 3d of February, 1857, and was reared in that state. He was born 
of a sturdy line of ancestors, and inherited that vim ‘and determination of purpose and 
untiring energy which have characterized his afterlife. He attended school at St. Timo- 
thy'’s academy, Herndon, Va., also the Potomac academy, Alexandria, Va., from which he 
yeaduated, and carried off the highest honors at each place. He took the first honor (gold 
medal) at Louisville medical college in 1S85 and 1886. In the last named year he attended 
the summer course at Kentucky school of medicine, aud graduated at Louisville medical 
college with gold medal in 1886 and 1887. Previous to this he had attended lectures at the 
medical department of Georgetown university, and on the 24th of June, 1880, he graduated 
from the law department of that iustitution. Dr. Harrison is a descendant of oue of the 
best families of Virginia. He is a brilliant conversationalist, is social and courteous to all, 
and is one of the most prominent physicians in the county.’ He was married on the I1th of 
April, 1888, to Miss Alice Adams, a native of South Carolina, and they are the parents of 
two children: Kate A., and Luther, both living. Mrs. Harrison comes of quite a noted 
family. She is the daughter of John R. and Kate (Henderson) Adams, natives of South 
Carolina, and the granddaughter of James H. and Jane M. Adams, also natives of South 
Carolina. The grandfather, James H. Adams, was governor of South Carolina from IS54 to 
1856, and was a representative man of the country at that time. He figured quite prom1- 
neutly in the first settlement of South Carolina. Her maternal grandparents were John and 


Martha Henderson. Dr. Harrison is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and in his 
political views affiiates with the democratic party. He is surgeon for the Tallabatchie and 


River Side division of the Louisville, New Orleaus & Texas railroad, and has several appoint- 
ments as examiner for life insurance companies. He contributes liberally to all worthy 
enterprises. In personal appearance he is a little above the average in hight, has dark 
hair, a fair complexion and fine blue eyes. 

Dr. M. K. Harrison, physician, Deer Brook, Noxubee county, Miss. Isham Harrison 
was born in Greenville, S. C., in 1738, and married Miss Harriet Kelly, also a native of that 
state. They subsequently emigrated to Alabama, and in 1832 moved to Noxubee county. 
Ho was one of the first settlers of the county, and helpedsto lay off the town of Macon. His 
family comprised thirteen children—seven boys and six girls. Five of his boys fought in the 
Confederate ranks during the late war; the other two died some years before. James E. 
and Thomas attained the rank of brigadier-generals, Isham and Richard were colonels, and 
the subject of this sketch served as a surgeon. M. K. Harrison was born in Alabama in the 
yenr 1520, but was reared in Mississippi. Adopting the practice of medicine for his chosen 
profession, he took a thorough course in the medical department of the University of Louis- 
ville, Ky., and graduated in 1855. In the year 1859 he married Mary Bradford, of Aber 
deen, Miss., the daughter of Gen. B. M. Bradford, one of the wealthiest and most promi. 
nent men of the state. They have five children: Benjamin B., Julia K., Isham, Nina C. 
ant Robert. He has practiced his profession almost contiauously since 1855, and his repnu- 
tation as a popular and successful physician is firmly established. In connection with his 
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practice he has at times been engaged in agriculture. During the struggle between the two 
sections he served under General Forrest, and surrendered at Gainesville, Ala. The Doctor 
was present when the first flag was unfurled, and was at the post of duty when the last shot 
was fired. He is a cousin of Wiley P. Harris, also of James T. Harrison, and is related to 
Wade Hampton and Gen. 8. D. Lee. 

Lyman Harding, first attorney-general of Mississippi, was born in Massachusetts. 
There he was given a good edueation. Emigrating to Maryland he became a school- 
teacher and soon began to study law. Receiving a license to practice his profession he 
emigrated to Louisville and there opened an office, but met with no success, and was obliged 
to work his way to Natchez, and arrived there soon after the territorial government was 
established, and not long afterward had worked himself into a good practice, which developed 
speedily into the most remunerative one in the territory. On the organization of the state 
he was elected attorney-general. He died in 1820. 4 

Hon. William Littleton Harris was born in Elbert county, Ga., July 6, 1807. His father 
was Gen. Jephtha V. Harris, his maternal grandfather Maj. Richardson Hunt. He gradu- 
ated from the University of Georgia at Athens in 1825, and was admitted to the bar in 1827, 
when he was less than twenty-one years old, by special legislative favor, and began to prac- 
tice his profession in Washington, Wilkes county, and soon attained to considerable eminence. 
In 1837 he removed to Mississippi; in 1853 was elected judge of the cirenit court of the sixth 
judicial district; in 1856 was appointed by the legislature to assist in the codification of the laws 
of Mississippi. He was reélected to the circuit bench in 1857, and was elevated to the 
bench of the high court of errors and appeals in 1858. In 1860 President Buchanan offered 
to seat him on the bench of the supreme court of the United States, but he declined the 
honor because of the approaching disruption of the union. In 1861 he was again chosen a 
judge of the high court of errors and appeals of Mississippi, but resigned in 1868 on account 
of political troubles, and removed to Memphis, Tenn., where he died in November, 1868. 

Hon. Alexander H. Handy, of Canton, Madison county, was born in Somerset county 

-December 28, 1809. He was educated and admitted to the bar, and in 1836 removed to 
Mississippi. He was admitted to practice in the high court of errors and appeals in January, 
1837, and entered upon a successful career. He was chosen to a seat upon the bench of the 
high court in 1853, and in 1860 was reélected without opposition. He was again elected a 
judge of the high court in 1865, and in January, 1866, was appointed chief justice of 
Mississippi. In November following he was reélected without opposition, but resigned 
October 1, 1867, by the courts being made subordinate to the Federal military power, and 
removed to Baltimore and there engaged in the practice of his profession, but was scon 
made professor of law in the University of Maryland, and as such served until 1S71, when he 
resumed practice at Jackson. In October, 1877, he was admitted to practice in the United 
States supreme court. Always a firm believer in the states’ rights doctrine, he favored 
secession, and was prominent in Maryland as an advocate of that measure. In 1862 he 
published a pamphlet entitled ‘‘Secession Considered as a Right in the States Composing 
the Late American Union of States, and as to the Grounds of Justification in Exercising the 
Right.’’ He is a profound lawyer and is a polished writer and fluent speaker. 

Hon. James T. Harrison was born near Pendleton, S. C., November 30, 1511. His 
father, Thomas Harrison, was a distinguished lawyer, an officer in the War of 1812, and 
afterward comptroller-general of the state. His mother was a daughter of John Bayliss 
Earle. At eighteen he graduated with distinction from the University of South Carolina, 
then studied law under James L. Pettigru, of Charleston. In 1834 he established himself 
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in practice at Macon, Noxubee county,,and became a partner of John Ruff. Two years later 
he removed to Columbus, where he made his permanent address and achieved great success. 
He was a delegate to the convention of the Southern states at Montgomery, and was in the 
Confederate congress during the entire period of its existence. On the reorganization of 
Mississippi, under the Johnson administration, he was elected to the Federal congress, but. 
was refused admittance with the balance of the Mississippi delegation. He was chosen to 
represent the bar of Mississippi on the occasion of the anticipated trial of Jefferson Davis, 
and expressed an opinion, which facts verified, that the trial would never come off. He was a 
learned geologist. His death occurred in Columbus, May 22, 1879. 

Nathaniel H. Harrison is accounted a prosperous planter of Noxubee county, Miss., and, 
like the majority of native Mississippians, he is progressive in his views, and ofan energetic 
temperament. Mr. Harrison was born in the county in which he now resides, November 11, 
18d, a son of Nathaniel H., Sr., and Celeste (Bush) Harrison, the former a native of Vir- 
ginia and the latter of Georgia. The paternal grandfather, William A. Harrison, was also 
a Virginian by birth, and some time in the twenties removed to Mississippi and located in what 
is now Noxubee county, where he purchased Jand from the government and followed planting 
for a calling. His was one of the first families of this section, and at that day Indians stiil 
roamed the forests in large numbers, and wild animals were very numerous. He died near 
Macon, Miss., having been a useful and sturdy pioneer of the early days of this state. His 
son, Nathaniel H., followed in his footsteps, and also becam2 a planter, becoming the owner 
of alarge plantation and numerous slaves. He died at the close of the war a comparatively 
young man, being only about thirty-five years of age at the time of his death. The mother 
died in 1858, when the subject of this sketch was but eleven days old. He was left an 
orphan by the death of his father, at the age of seven years, and he was cared for by his 
relatives, who gave him good educational advantages. After attending the schools of Macon 
and the Washington university of St. Louis, Mo., he entered the University of Virginia, and 
in 1880 was graduated from that institution. Immediately after finishing his collegiate 
course he engaged in the mercantile business in Macon, and there successfully continued for 
about six years. Since then he has devoted his attention to planting and the stock business, 
and is quite an extensive dealer in standard-bred horses and Holstein and Jersey cattle. He 
raises some very fine animals, both in horses and eattle, and his successful career as a 
Southern stockman has demonstrated the fact that this is a profitable industry in the South. 
He buys and sells stock in large numbers annually, and the farm which he devoted to the 
raising of his herds-comprises one thousand eight hundred acres beautifully located and well 
watered. He raises red clover, Lespedeza and Bermuda grasses, and now has on hand 
about thirty head of fine horses and twenty-tive head of Llooded cattle. Much attention is 
given to the care of his stock during the months of winter, and that this is a wise and 
necessary precaution is shown by the fact that his stock always commands fancy prices. He 
is very proud of this valuable aud beautiful farm, and is deservedly so, for everything about 
indicates that constant care and supervision is given it. He has a beautiful home in Macon, 
and is surrounded by all that goes to make life enjoyable—domestic happiness and pros- 
perity, a clean conscience and abundant means. He is full of energy, pluck and ambition, 
and is devoted to his occupation, and the success that has attended his efforts shows that he- 
is admirably fitted for the life. He is the owner of about three thousand acres of land in 
Noxubee county, on the cultivated portion of which he raises large crops of cotton annually, 
besides a considerable amount of corn and other Southern products. He was married in ISS] 
to Miss Fannie Holman, a native of Macon, by whom he has two children. 
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John Hart, Pickens, Miss. Daniel Hart, deceased, was born in Pike county, Miss., in 
1815, on the 24th day of December, and was a son of John and Martha (Meredith) Hart, 
He was the fourth of a family of six sons and two daughters. Thesons all settled in Yazoo 
county, and all reared families. Four of them entered the Confederate service, but the 
other two, including Daniel Hart, were cripples and unable to serve. James Hart died a 
prisoner of war, and two were killed in battle. Daniel Hart first settled on a small piece of 
land, not more than one hundred acres; to this he later on added sixty acres and placed the 
whole under good cultivation. He was marriedin Pike county, January 2, 1845, to Miss 
Eliza Armstrong, whose parents were from Tennessee and Georgia. Eleven children were 
born of this union. Nine of them grew to maturity, and five are now living in Yazoo county 
aod doing well. One son, Daniel, Jr., carries on the home farm; he has one of the finest 
fruit orchards in the county. Daniel Hart, Sr., was adevout Christian, and an elder of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian church for twenty-five years; the mother and several of the 
children were members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and sincere in their devyo- 
tion. John Hart, grandson of Daniel Hart, was born in Yazoo county in 1845, and is the sev- 
enth of eleven children. His parents, James and Jane (Smith) Hart, were natives of 
Mississippi. He grew to manhood in his native county, and has been engaged in planting 
for several years. He is a member of the Masonic order, and of Live Oak lodge, Knights 
of Pythias, Pickens. James Hart, his father, was a native of Pike county, Miss., 
where he passed his youth; he was married there, and in 1842, with four of his brothers, 
removed to Yazoo county. He died at Camp Morton, Ill., a prisoner of war; two of his 
brothers died in the service and one was killed in the battle of Shiloh. James Hart settled 
on four hundred acres of timber land, which he improved during his lifetime. His wife still 
lives at the age of seventy-five years. Ten of their eleven children lived beyond infancy, 
and one died at the age of ten years; the others were named as follows: Mrs. Mattie Bell, 
of Jackson, Miss.; Mrs. L. F. Davis, of Yazoo county ; Mrs. A. J. Nance, of Yazoo City; 
Mrs. W. R. Hudson, deceased; Mrs. C. A. Pope, of Texas; Mrs. Emma Stebins, of Madi- 
son county, Miss.; John, James and William. The three brothers are prosperous farmers, 
raising between three and four hundred bales of cotton annually. They are men of unques- 
tionable integrity of character, and are numbered among the leading citizens of the commu- 
nity. 

J. J. Harry, physician and surgeon, Handsborough, Harrison county, Miss., was born 
in Jasper county, Miss., in 1855, and is a son of J. F. Harry, a native of Alabama. His 
father removed to Mississippi a few years before the war, and first located in Scott connty; 
thence he moved to Jasper county, where he died in December, 1880. He was a farmer by 
occupation. Dr. Harry received his literary education it the University of Mississippi at 
Oxford, and in the Washington and Lee university, Virginia. He began the study of medi- 
cine at an early age, and was graduated from the medical department of the Tulane univer- 
sity of. New Orleans in 1878. He then located at Ocean Springs, and devoted his whole 
time to the service of the victims of the terrible epidemic of yellow fever that swept the 
country that year. In 1879 he went to Handsborough, Miss., where be has since resided. 
He has won a large and appreciative patronage, and by his skill and success has gained an 
enviable reputation in the fraternity. He was president of the board of health of the county 
for a number of years. He is a member of the American Legion of Honor, of which he ts 
secretary and medical examiner. Dr. Harry was united in marriage to Miss Mollie Lien- 
hard, and they have had two children born to them: Henriette L. and John L. Mrs. Harry 
is a consistent member of the Presbyterian church. - 
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Dr. Samuel Hart, chancery clerk, Carrollton, Carroll county, Miss., a native-born 
citizen of Carroll county, Miss., first saw the light of day January 9, 1855; his father, 
Hon. Samuel Hart, Sr., was born in the state of Indiana in 1813, and during his 
youth came witb his father’s family to Columbia county, Tenn., where he was reared 
and educated; there he married Amanda Ayers, a daughter of Isaac Ayers, the head of 
another pioneer family. Mr. Hart removed to Mississippi in 1836, and located in Carroll- 
ton, where he was one of the early settlers. He became prominently identified with the 
history of the county. He held several positions of trust and honor, and was a member of 
the constitutional convention of 1851. In 1846 he had been elected probate clerk, and 
served in that capacity for eight consecutive years. At the end of his term of office he 
engaged in merchandising. He was a heavy loser by the war, but succeeded in regaining 
his property to acertain degree. He was a conspicuous member of the Masonic order, being 
a Royal Arch Mason, and a high priest of his chapter. He was a ieading member of the 
Presbyterian church, and served as an elder of the same for twenty-five years. He died in 
Carroll county in the fall of 1887, aged seventy-six years. Mrs. Hart survived him three 
years, passing away in Apri], 1890. Dr. Samuel Hart, son of the above, is one of a family 
of four sons and three daughters who lived to maturity: Harry, the eldest, was a soldier in 
the Confederate army; he died of yellow fever at Grenada, in 1878; he was a commercial 
traveler for a number of years, and at the time of his death was a merchant of Grenada; 
Charles H. died in Texas, and the youngest brother resides in Carrollton; the three sisters 
all married and reared families. Dr. Hart passed his boyhood and youth in Carrollton, 
receiving a fair English education. Ha then studied medicine under Dr. Vasser, a skilled 
physician of Carrollton; he took his first course of lectures at the Louisville medical college, 
and was graduated from that institution in February, 1877. He then engaged in the prac- 
tice of his profession for a period of two years, abandoning it at the end of that time to 
accept the position of deputy chancery clerk; in his earlier years he had discharged the 
duties of this cffice at the same time he was pursuing the study of medicine. He served 
continuously as deputy until elected to the oftice in 1857, and in January, 1888, he took 
charge of the business pertaining thereto. He had no opponent at the primary or general 
election, and of the whole number of votes cast he received all excepting nine. He makes 
one of the best and most satisfactory officials the county has ever known. He is affable and 
courteous in his manners, and is ever ready to give assistance to those locking up matters of 
record. He is a candidate for reélection, and his popularity will’ probably win him the race. 
Dr. Hart was married in Carrollton, December 31, 1879, to Miss Hattie M. Miller, daughter 
of Jacob Miller, deceased. Mrs. Hart was born near Little Rock, Ark. Her father was a 
Confederate soldier, and was killed at Chancellorsville. Dr, and Mrs. Hart have had born 
to them two children: William Harry and Minnie A. The Doctor is a worthy member of the 
Presbyterian church, of which he is an elder. 

L. L. Harwell, Lee county, Miss., was born in Giles county, Tenn., December 7, 1832, 
and is the eldest of a family of twelve children. His parents, G. G. and Eveline (Pullen) 
Harwell, were natives of Virginia and Tennessee respectively. The paternal grandfather 
removed from Virginia to Tennessee at an early day, and settled near Pulaski. There the 
father of our subject was married and resided seventeen years. In 1845 he removed to Lee 
county, Miss., and purchased laud, which he cultivated during his lifetime. He was a suc- 
cessful planter, a loyal citizen and a loving father. He was a faithful member of the Method- 
ist Episcopal church. His death occurred in 1845, his wife and six children surviving him. 
The mother was married a second time, to Samuel Rowan, but they had no children. She 
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died September, 1872. Three of the family are now living: Sarah E., wife of W. F. 
Rowan; Irene, wife of A. R. Stevenson, and L. L., the subject of this sketch. He and two 
brothers were soldiers in the late war. The brothers were both slain in battle. He enlisted 
in company H, Second Mississippi cavalry, and was in several important engagements. He 
was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., in 1865, and returned to his home, taking up the pursuit of 
agriculture. He was married in 1858 to Miss Nannie Humphreys, daughter of Maj. John T. 
and Jane (Vernor) Humphreys, natives of South Carolina. In 1839 Mrs. Harwell’s parents 
removed from their home to Pontotoe county, Miss. Mr. and Mrs. Harwell have four chil- 
dren, all living at this time: William H., Sarah J., Anna V. and John T. Sarah J. mar- 
ried L. H. Dabbs, William H. married Miss Minnie Grace, daughter of John L. and Mary 
Grace, and Anna is the wife of A. E. Estes, of Henderson, Tenn. The children have all 
received a liberal education. Mr. Harwell owns a good farm, which is under good cultiva- 
tion. He and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church. He has never aspired to 
any political office, but is known as a plain, practical farmer, stanch in his principles, and 
true to his convictions. i . 

T. M. Harwood (deceased) was a man whose sterling worth of character was recognized 
by all, and although he was called from the scene of his earthly labors while in the prime of 
life, and when many others were just entering upon a career of usefulness, he had already 
become a man of note throughout this section, and his death was deeply deplored by a large 
circle of friends and acquaintances, as well as by his own immediate and sorrowing house- 
hold. He was born in the town of Grand Gulf, Miss., October 21, 1850, being a son of the 
late Dr. Benjamin and Eleanor Harwood, of which once large and happy family only one 
‘member is now living. Asa business man Mr. Harwood possessed qualities of a high order, 
and as he was energetic and thoroughin everything he undertook, he was correspondingly suc. 
cessful financially. He held the office of deputy sheriff under the administration of Dr. 
Charles E. Buck, who was killed, and for years prior to his death was actively engaged 
in official work of Claiborne county. Having resided in the county from the time of his 
birth, he was thoroughly known, but during the whole course of his life naught was ever 
said derogatory to his character or honor. At his death, which occurred on Sunday, March 
27, 1887, he left a young wife and one child to mourn his loss, besides innumerable friends 
and acquaintances. The beautiful burial service of the Episcopal church was read over 
him, and he was laid in his last resting place in Port Gibson, which was the home of his 
infancy, boyhood and manhood. Mrs. Harwood is a daughter of Charles A. Pearson 
(deceased), who was a well-known and prominent resident of this region. 

The father of W. H. Harvey, farmer, Starkville, Miss., Theophilus Harvey, was born 
in northern Alabama, and in connection with merchandising, at which he was very successful, 
he also followed planting. He was married in Philadelphia (whither he had gone to buy 
goods) to Miss Rebecca Hutchison, whose father was a Kentucky merchant. They met by 
appointment in Philadelphia, and their marriage resulted in the birth of eight children, six . 
of whom are living and named in the order of their births as follows: William H. (subject); 
Dr. H. P., of the United States navy; Thomas B., an attorney at St. Louis; Emma B., wife 
of Terre] B. Joiner, of Sherman, Tex.; W. A., a merchant of Sherman, Tex., and Ada Lee. 
William H. Harvey, the eldest child, was born in Oktibbeha county, Miss., in April, 1548, 
and after receiving his primary education in Crawford, Lowndes county, Miss., he entered 
Gathwright school in Summerville, Noxubee county, where he remained until the close of the 
war. He then engaged in merchandising in partnership with his father, continued this for 
five years, and then turned his attention to farming. In 1872 Miss Ella A. Outlaw, a native 
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of Oktibbeha county, Miss., born in 1855, and the daughter of Dorsey A. and Clara E. 
(Harris) Outlaw, became his wife. Her parents were both natives of North Carolina and 
came to Oktibbeha county early in the thirties, probably about 1831 or 1832, as squatters, 
took up government land and became wealthy. They built one of the first houses in the 
county, and the first one with glass windows. At the time of his death Mr. Outlaw was the 
owner of four large plantations, on one of which (the old homestead) our subject now resides. 
These plantations averaged about sixteen hundred acres each, and besides this Mr. Outlaw 
was the owner of tracts in the Mississippi bottoms and in Clay county. He was a very pious 
man, a member of the Baptist church, and was instrumental in building Salem church. He 
was a shrewd, practical planter and a man respected and esteemed by all. He died in 
March, 1870, and his widow made her home with her son-in-law, Willian H. Harvey, until 
her death in 1884. To Mr. and Mrs. Harvey were born three children, viz.: William Henry, 
who is attending A. & M. college at Starkville; Clara, who is attending the State industrial 
institute and college, and Thomas L., who was thrown from his horse in June, 1890, and killed. 
Mrs. Harvey died in June, 1885. She was a member of the Baptist church and Mr. Harvey 
is a member of this church also. Mr. Harvey is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, and 
contributed the charter for a sub-alliance. He is a member of the Oktibbeha Rangers and 
is second sergeant of the same. Mr. Harvey was the first farmer in this county to use self- 
feeding cottongins, barbed wire for fencing, wheeled cultivator plows for cotton and corn 
and other modern implements for the farm, especially the purchase and use of the mowing 
machine; and at the time the mowing machine was introduced his neighbors for miles around 
came to see the machine at work. It was a show to them. 

John E. Hauff, a well-known resident of Washington county, Miss., was born in South 
Carolina, April 25, 1845, being the second of five children born to James E. and Mary 
(Barwick) Hauff, the former a Virginian and the latter a native of South Carolina. James 
E. Hauff came to Madison county, Miss., in 1852, dying at Sharon in this state in 1861, hav- 
ing followed the calling of a mechanic throughout life. The Hanffs were originally from 
Germany, and upon coming to this country settled in Virginia. The Barwicks are Scotch 
and are descended from the McKinzie family of South Carolina. None of the ancestors of 
John H. Hauff ever held office as far back as he knows but lived quiet and uneventful 
lives, following honorable pursuits. John E. Hauff was reared on Mississippi soil and 
although the war opened when he was only fifteen years of age, he volunteered and 
was mustered into Company G, Highteenth Mississippi regiment, but was discharged the 
following year on account of his youth. Being a warm sympathizer of the cause of the Con- 
federacy he enlisted again, the same year, having only remained at home a few weeks. This 
time he joined Luckett’s company of Wirt Adams’ cavalry and was a faithful soldier of the 
Confederacy until peace was declared. He served as a scout the greater portion of tbe 
time, having been in the battle of Manassas, Leesburg and Malvern Hill and on the retreat 
through Georgia. When the news of Lee’s surrender reached him he was at Gainesville, 
Ala., from which place he returned home. In 1865 he began life for himself without a 
penny, and with only a very ordinary education, and with a widowed mother, three sisters 
and oue brother depending on him fora livelihood. Although he had been true to the South 
and had gallantly defended her rights, the true battle of life now began, and he returned 
home only to find that chaos and poverty reigned and that a very dark outlook for the future 
awaited him. With the same intrepidity that had characterized his career as a soldier, he 
began to rebuild what the war had Jaid waste, and for some time acted as a plantation mana- 
ger for others. About five years since he became the owner of his present plantation, which 
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comprises eight hundred acres of land, of which six hundred acres are under cultivation, and 
has a modest, but very tasty, neat and commodious residence in Glen Allen. In 1870 he 
was married to Miss Laura Tillman, a native of Mississippi, who died five years later, leaving 
two children: Edward and Annie, the latter of whom is now deceased. In 1887 he was again 
married, bis wife being Miss Nannie B. Dicken, a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of 
Henry L., and Sally (Beaman) Dicken of Mississippi. His present wife has borne him two 
children: George Victor and Mabel. Mr. Hauff has been a hard working man all his life, 
and while he has not amassed a very large fortune, he has placed his family beyond the reach 
of want, and has the satisfaction of knowing that his property has been obtained by his own 
industry. He is perfectly contented with his lot and his happiest hours are spent with his wife 
and children, to whom he is a kind and thoughtful husband and father. Socially he is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity. 

Ewil Hauptmann, a well-to-do merchant of Leland, Miss., was born in Poland, Russia, 
1856, and possesses that independent spirit, that enterprise, push and industry, necessary 
for asuccessful business career. His parents, Sigmund and Anna (Grams) Hauptmann, were 
also born in Poland, the former being a teacher in the public schools of that country, and 
for the past thirty years has held the position of government cashier. Hmil Hauptmann was 
educated in the schools of his native land, but came to the conclusion that America offered a 
good field for a young man of enterprise, and in 1873 became a resident of ‘‘the land of the 
free.’’ His first work here was done in the state of Pennsylvania, where he was engaged in 
the manufacture of iron for some time, after which he removed to Louisiana, and for six 
years, from 1876 to 1882, was engaged as a salesman in a mercantile establishment in Water 
Proof. At the end of this time he opened an establishment of his own, but at the end of two 
years made a trip to Europe, visiting Germany, England, France, Poland and Russia, 
returning to this country the same year. He then came to Leland, Miss., and at this point 
is the popular proprietor of an excellent mercantile establishment, his stock of goods being 
valued at about $4,000. Besides this he owns his store building and residence, valued at 
$3,000. He was married in 1888 to Miss Laura Toler, who was born in this state, and by 
her is the father of three children: Anna, and Freddie and Edwin (twins). Since 1885 he has 
held the position of mayor of Leland, and has been devoted to the welfare of the town. 
While he bas not resided here a great while, he is an honored and esteemed citizen, and 
although he is modest and retiring in disposition, his numerous good qualities are well 
known and thoroughly appreciated. Although he is not wealthy, he bas a good and con- 
stantly increasing business and a comfortable and pleasant home. He is pleasant and 
courteous at all times, and is thoroughly public spirited, identifying himself with every 
worthy enterprise. He and his wife are worthy members of tle Baptist church, and socially 
he belongs to the Knights and Ladies of Honor. 

Among the wealthy and retired citizens of Montgomery county, Miss., stands the name 
of Hon. Frank Hawkins, retired planter, Winona, Miss., who was originally from Franklin 
county, N. C., born September 10, 1815. His father, Col. John D. Hawkins, was a native 
of the same state, born in Warren county in 1781, and his mother, whose maiden name was 
Jane A. Boyd, was born in Virginia in 1784. The maternal grandfather, Alexander Boyd, 
a native of Mecklenburg county, Va., was one of the pioneers of that county, and Boyds. 
town was named in honor of him. He reared a large family, and all became prom. 
inent planters and merchants. Col. John D. Hawkins graduated in law, but subsequently 
located on a plantation in Franklin county, N. C., where he engaged in planting and where 
he amassed a large fortune. He took an active part in politics, and represented his county 
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in both branches of the legislature. He died on his plantation in Franklin county, N. C. 
He was the son of Philemon the third, who lived and died at Pleasant Hill, Warren county, 
N. C., born in 1752 and died in 1833, and who married Miss Luey Davis, also a native 
of Warren county, born in 1775 and died in 1SOY. Philemon the third was the son of Phil- 
emon Hawkins the second, who was born in Gloucester county, Va., in 1717, and who died 
in Warren county, N. C., in 1801. The latter married Miss Delia Martin, of Brunswick 
county, Va., born in 1743, and who died in 1797. Philemon the second moved from the Old 
Dominion to Warren county, N. CG. He was the son of Philemon the tirst, who was bora in 
England in 1695, and who arrived in Virginia in 1710. While a resident of his native coun- 
try he had married Miss Anna Howard, and after coming to Virginia he located in Glouces- 

~ ter county, where he had relatives who had preceded him. He was a descendant of Sir John 
Hawkins, admiral. Hon. Frank Hawkins was one of a family of six sons and four daughters 
that grew to mature years and became heads of families. Five of the brothers and one sis- 
ter are now living, and all are over sixty years of age. One brother, the eldest, Col. James 
B. Hawkins, is a resident and planter of Matagorda county, Tex. Another brother, Dr. 
William J. Hawkins, graduated in medicine, is now retired and resides at Raleigh, N. C. He 
is president of a bank. Capt. J. D. Hawkins, the third brother, is a large planter and totton 
factor. A. D. Hawkins, over sixty years old, is a banker at Tallahope, Fla. Col. P. B. 
Hawkins, now deceased, was a colonel in the Confederate army. ‘The sister, Miss Jane 
Hawkins, resides at Raleigh. Hon. Frank Hawkins passed his boyhood and youth in his 
native county, and he and three brothers were educated at Chapel Hill, N. C. Another 
.brother was educated at the College of William and Mary.” Frank was married in February, 
1836, to Miss Ann C. Read, who was born in Halifax county, N. C., in 1821, and who was 
reared and educated in that county. She is a granddaughter of Colonel Southerland, of 
Revelutionary fame. After his marriage Mr. Hawkins settled in Granville, N. C., where he 
earried on planting for a number of years, and in 1845 removed to Mississippi, settling in 
Carroll county, where he was successfully engaged in planting, which occupation he has fol- 
lowed all his life. He has ever taken an active part in political matters, and has served 
three terms in the lower house of the legislature. He moved to Winona in 1873, and has 
since lived retired. His family consisted of three sons and one daughter. One son, John D., 
“vas a soldier in the Confederate army, and died in 1866. He left a wife and two children, a 
son and daughter, the latter marrying George MeLeanan, attorney at Winona. R. R. Haw- 
kins, banker and merchant of Vaiden, Carrol! county, Miss.; and Frank Hawkins, Jr., the 
third son, is the cashier of the Citizens’ bank at Winona, both have families. The daughter 
married James C. Purnell (see sketch). Mr. Hawkins and family are members of the Epis- 
copal chureh, in which he has acted as vestryman and senior warden for a number of years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins are descendants of prominent families, and are highly esteemed in 
the community in which they live. 

G. R. Hawkins was born in Warren county, Miss., April 28, 1846, and in the county of 
his birth he has resided up to the present time, owning an interest in twelve hundred acres 
of land, four hundred of which are under cultivation, devoted to the culture of cotton, corn 
and other products of the South. He is the sixth child born to George W. and liza Anne 
(Wilson) Hawkins, the former of whom was born in Missouri about 1815. He came to 
Mississippi in his youth and located above Vicksburg, but soon after bought a tract of land 
at Mount Albon, which he successfully operated, being also engaged for some time in building 
ginhouses and presses throughout the country. His father was of Irish birth, but in the 
latter part of the eighteenth century immigrated to America and settled in Missouri, becoming 
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a tiller of the soil. The mother’s father came from Scotland to America about the same time 
as the Hawkinses, and after residing for some time in Kentucky came to Mississippi about 
1825, and near the town of Bovina, in Warren county, kept what was known as Wilson’s 
tavern. In his early youth G. R. Hawkins attended the private school kept by M. Arnold 
Hannam, but in 1868 began taking charge of his father’s farm, and was afterward married 
to Miss Agnes Adams, a danghter of Thomas Adams, of Jefferson county, Miss. ‘Their 
children are Sallie M., Henry Downs, William Mercer, George Marshall, Herbert Harold 
and Agnes Courtney. The mother of these children died of swamp fever in 1883, and Mr. 
Hawkins’ second marriage was consummated April 15, 1885, the maiden name of his 
wife being Lottie C. Child, of Natchez, her father, H. Y. Child, being a prosperous china 
merchant of that city. To his second union one child -has been born: Evangeline H. Mr. 
Hawkins was elected one of the supervisors of Warren county in 1879, but after serving one 
year resigned to remove from the county. In 1887 he was elected to the position of magis- 
trate, and is still ably discharging the duties of this position’ He has also been a member 
of the school board of his district for six years. In 1880 he removed to Issaquena county, 
where he had the management of Mount Level plantation for four years, after which he 
made several changes of residence before moving to his present place. He is a progressive 
planter, and one who is making money by superintending his own work, making his own 
repairs and attending strictly to every detail of his calling. He was again elected a member 
of the board of supervisors in 18!)1 to serve four years. 

W. C. Hawkins, a son of Gabriel Hawkins and Martha E. Hawkins (nee Lawrence), 
was- born in Pickens county, Ala., in 1868. He spent his early life in Alabama, where 
he attended the common school and laid the foundations for his education. After this 
preparatory course he attended the Commercial college at Lexington, Ky., in the spring of 
1886 and then the Sonthern university at Greensboro, Ala. After this he served as clerk in 
mercantile establishments at Enterprise, Miss., and Hattiesburg, Miss., until 1891, when he 
embarked in business for himself, becoming manager of the firm of Hawkins & Thompson at 
Pachuta, Clarke county, Miss., where he does a general mercantile business, and has enjoyed 
a good trade. He has a landed interest of two hundred acres or more, besides his store. 
The paternal grandfather of the subject, Herbert Hawkins, in the forties moved with a large 
family from Spartanburg district, S. C., to north Alabama. The father of the subject, 
Gabriel Hawkins, was well known in Alabama as a Methodist minister, but was at the time 
of his death in 1885, at Rose Hill, Jasper county, Miss., a member .in active service of the 
Mississippi conference of traveling preachers; the wife is yet living and resides in Enterprise, 
Miss. They had eleven children, of whom four sons and three daughters are living, 
W. C. Hawkins being the sixth son by birth, the third living. “The first, G. L. Hawkins, is 
manager of the corporation, Hawkins & Co., well known at Hattiesburg, Miss.; the second, 
Rev. H. G. Hawkins, is superintendent of public instruction of Clarke county, Miss., though 
when his term of office expires in 18')2, bis whole attention will be given to the ministry. 
The remaining son, I. F. Hawkins, youngest brother of W. C. Hawkins, has also entered the 
ministry. The subjeet was married in August, 1890, to Miss Lillie Capers, of New Orleans, 
La. The place of her nativity is Ocean Springs, Jackson county, Miss. 

In January, 1867, J. C. Head, merchant, Greenville, Miss., came from Georgia to Green- 
ville, Washington county, Miss., and there engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 1876 he 
purchased a farm to which he has since added until he now has under cultivation thirteen 
hundred acres in various tracts in Mississippi and Arkansas, all mainly improved by himself. 
In 1882 he began business in Greenville and now, under the firm name of Head & Co., 
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has a large wholesale and retail grocery. He is also an extensive dealer in carriages and 
wagons under the firm name of J. C. Head & Co., and under the firm name of Head & 
Hunt is conducting a large livery and sales stable, all of which are prosperous and doing a 
good business. Mr. Head was born in Georgia on the Ist of May, 1846, and received but a 
limited education in his native state. In 1863 he entered the Confederate service, company 
J, Thirteenth Georgia infantry. served in Virginia, was in the battle of the Wilderness and 
all the engagements of that campaign. He was in the siege of Petersburg and surrendered 
at Spottsylvania courthouse where he was slightly wounded. After recovering he followed 
farming in his native state until 1867, when, as above stated, he came to Mississippi. In 
March, 1877, he was married to Miss Mary A. Buckner, a native of Bolivar county, Miss., and 
daughter of John W. Buckner, of Kentucky, and P. M. Buckner, of Mississippi. The fol- 
lowing children were born to this union: Mamie Buckner, John Columbus, Olive Clyde, 
Clara Lee, Jessie Emile (who died in infancy) and Guy Stanhope. The family are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church and Mr. Head is a member of the Knights of Honor. 
Aside from his many mercantile enterprises Mr. Head has been quite extensively engaged 
in farming and in this, too, has been very successful. He is a selfmade man and merits the 
esteem of all for his perseverance and determination. He was the fifth child born to Rich- 
ard C. and Clara A. (Champion) Head, both natives of Georgia. The father died in that 
state in 1886 and the mother the year previous. Both were worthy members of the Meth- 
odist church. The father was a successful tiller of the soil and followed that.occupation 
nearly all his life. The paternal ancestors were among the prominent families of South 
Carolina and the maternal ancestors were from Georgia. 

S. L. Hearn, a general merchant at West Point, is also connected with the West Point 
foundry and machine shops, a leading stockholder in and president of the West Point manu- 
facturing company, vice president of the First National bank and one of Clay county’s best 
and wealthiest citizens. He was born in Chickasaw county in 1849, but was reared in Attala 
county by bis parents, Asa and Mary (Crocker) Hearn, the former of whom was born in 
Georgia, but at an early day removed with his father to Monroe county, Miss. He was 
married in Monroe county, and from there removed to Chickasaw county, thence to Attala 
county, where he made his home for the remainder of his days, dying near Jackson, Miss., 
in 1863, while in the service of his country. He was a well-to-do planter and teacher, and 
was an honorable and useful citizen and member of society. He belonged to the A. F. & 
A. M. and the Baptist church. He was the only child of Jacob Hearn, who removed from 
Georgia to Mississippi, but afterward returned to the former state, and died in Walker 
county at quite an advanced age. He was a well-to-do planter prior to the war. He had 
been married three times. The maternal grandfather died ‘in South Carolina when Mrs. 
Hearn was a small child. She is still living and resides at West Point. Of a family of 
three sons and six daughters born to her union, six are now living. SS. L. Hearn was brought 
up as a farmer’s boy, with a common-school education, and at an early age began the battle 
of life for himself as a planter, a calling he continued with fair results until 1S78, when he 
came to West Point and engaged in merchandising, which has sinee been his occupation. 
He is now one of the leading merchants of the place, and is one of its most enterprising and 
prominent citizens. He started in life a poor boy, and by his untiring energy and good 
business management he has accumulated a handsome competency which he has in real 
estate in West Point, and also in other valuable investments. Heis one of the most popular 
citizens of the city, and is a leader in financial and business circles. He possesses a won- 
derful capacity for business, and is a genial and courteous gentleman, upright in all his 
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methods of conducting his affairs. He has a magnificent home in West Point, and is 
deservedly proud of his record as a financier. He was married in 1871 to Miss Hattie, 
daughter of Rev. Dr. James A. Ware, a Sonth Carolinian by birth, who came to Pontotoc 
county, Miss., at an early day, where he became a prominent physician and Baptist minister 
and one of the county’s best citizens. He and his wife both died there. Mrs. Hearn was 
born in Pontotoc county, and has borne Mr. Hearn two children. They are members of the 
Baptist church, and Mr. Hearn is a member of the Knights of Honor. 

Hon. Joel A. Hearne, planter, Ripley, Miss. Mr. Hearne’s paternal great-grandfather 
came from St. Christopher’s Island, in the West Indies, but he was probably born in Ire- 
land. He was a blanket merchant. His son, Jesse Hearne, grandfather of our subject, was 
a native of Maryland, born abont 1758, and served as a soldier in the Revolutionary war. 
Thomas Hearne, father of subject, was born in North Carolina in February, 1793, and was 
one in a family of four sons: George W., Jesse L. and William Spencer, all of whom were 
reared to manhood in North Carolina. In 1814, being twenty-one years (born 1793), 
Thomas started out to fight life’s battles for himself, and when grown was married to Miss 
Diana Hearne, also a native of the Old North state. In 1822 they loeated in Wilson county, 
Tenn., remained there one year, and then located in Carroll county. In 1844 he came to 
Tippah county and there his death occurred in 1855. Joel A. Hearne, one of eight children 
born to the above mentioned union, owes his nativity to Tennessee, his birth occurring in 
Wilson county in 1823. He passed his boyhood and youth in Carroll county of that state 
and when twenty-one years of age cast his first vote for Henry Clay, for president, in 1844, 
in 1845 located in what isnow Union county where he resided until 1880. He was the first 
mayor of New Albany, which was organized in 1850, and held that position until the break. 
ing out of hostilities between the North and South. In 1848 he engaged in merchandising 
and continued this business until 1873, when he established the New Albany Union, which 
he ran until 1876. After this he followed planting until ISSO. He was married in 1858 to 
Miss Dansby who died in 1878 and in 1880 he was wedded to Mrs. W. T. Fleming. In 1865 
he was elected to the legislature from Pontotoc county and served until 1867. Mr. Hearne 
was appointed by Governor Alcorn, when Union county was formed out of Pontotoe and 
Tippah county, with Joe J. Nutt, S. H. Hall, 5. H. Ferguson and Charles Williams, to 
constitute the board of supervisors to organize Union county. This county was organized 
on the 19th of July, 1870, with George W. Wiley as probate clerk, Judge Levi Jarvis, as 
circuit clerk; Hartwell F. Wells, sheriff; J. A. Hickman, treasurer and S. H. Norvell, assessor. 
Socially Mr. Hearne is a member of the Masonic fraternity. He and Mrs. Hearne are mem- 
bers of the Methodist church. Mrs. Hearne is the owner of about sixteen hundred acres, in 
Tippah county, on which is a beautiful and convenient residence. 

It is perhaps only natural that when starting out to fight life’s battles for himself Col. 
John Heath, Sr., should select planting as his chosen occupation, for he had been trained to 
the duties of the farm from early boyhood, and was perfectly familiar with all its details. 
He first began as agent for a planter in Claiborne county, and continued in this business for 
various men for twenty-six years. Jn 1859 he came to Issaquena county, Miss., was mana- 
ger of H. P. Duncan’s plantation until 1864, and the following year was manager for Mr. 
Bullett, at Kye point, Washington county. In 1866, on account of failing health, he went 
to Claiborne county for recuperation, and the two years following was agent for Christopher 
Han:pton (brother of Gen. Wade Hampton), on Lake Washington. During the years 
1869-71 Mr. Heath leased Homochitto plantation from H. P. Dunean, and worked that for 
himself very successfully until 1872. He then purchased two places, both together, consisting 
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of two thousand four hundred acres withal, with one thousand tive hundred acres under 
cultivation, and he is now residing on one of them—Shiloh plantation. Since purchasing, 
he has made a great many improvements on both, has erected good tenant houses and a fine 
residence for himself and family. He has never taken a prominent part in politics, but 
attends strictly to his planting interests, in which he has been unusually successful. He has 
been a member of the board of supervisors for four years, and also served as justice of the 
peace for some time. He has been twice married, first in 18°2 to Miss May M. Stewart, of 
Copiah county, Miss., and the daughter of Thomas Stewart, a planter of that county. Tothat 
union were born seven children, four of whom survive: John W., a planter; Thomas A., a 
physician and planter; James P., a planter, and Nannie E., wife of R. E. Foster, who is also 
a planter. These children are all residents of Issaquena county. Mrs. Heath, who was a 
consistent member of the Methodist church, died in 1864. In 1868S Mr. Heath was married 
to Miss Louisa Taylor, of Washington county, who died in 1874, leaving one daughter, 
Maggie L. (deceased), who became the wife of Rev. A. L. Johnson, minister of the Baptist 
church. Mrs. Heath was a member of the Methodist church. Colonel Heath has always 
enjoyed good health, is a well-preserved man, and although sixty-nine years of age, looks 
hardly a day over fifty. He has ever been industrious and enterprising, and has made all 
his property since the war. The Colonel was born in Jefferson county, Miss., in 1522, and 
is the son of Adolph and Julia (Mayers) Heath, both natives of the Keystone state. The 
parents moved to Natchez, Miss., in 1503, and settled in that city when there were but three 
houses. They made the trip on a flatboat, with only the assistance of two or three young 
men. Mr. Heath remained in Natchez but a short time, and then moved to Jefferson county, 
“which was then an almost unbroken wilderness. Indians roamed at will, bears, panthers and 
other wild animals abounded, and the few settlers, who were mostly planters and the owners 
of slaves, experienced all the hardships of pioneer days. When he first settled in the county, 
Mr. Heath did not own any slaves, but after moving to Claiborne county he purchased a 

, Plantation and soon became quite wealthy. His death occurred there in 1853, and his wife 
died three days later, both of yellow fever, which swept the state that year. Both were mem- 
bers of the Baptist chnrch from the time they were quite young. Of their large family of 
children eight lived to be grown: Elizabeth (of Claiborne county, is the widow of Joel 
Perkins), Louisiana (of Claiborne county, is the widow of Thomas Clark), Mary A. (also of 
that county, is the widow of James Marlar; Sarah A., is the wife of Joseph McVoy, of 
Louisiana), Samuel M. (died, leaving a family in Colorado), Abram (died, leaving a family in 
Hazlehurst, Copiah county, Miss.), John, and Adolph (who died. leaving a family in Yazoo 
City). Mr. Heath never took an active part in politics, but attended strictly to business 
(planting). He was a soldier in the War of 1812. . 

Dr. T. A. Heath, the second child boru to the union of John and Mary (Stewart) Heath 
of Issaquena county, received his literary education in Clinton, Miss., and in 1878S he entered 
the Hospital college of medicine at Louisville, where he graduated in the spring of 1SS1. 
Returning to his home immediately after graduating, he located first in Washington county, 
close to the city of Greenville, and there practiced his profession for two years. After this 
he practiced at Mayersville for two years, but on account of failing health moved to Issaquena 
county, near his father, and there he has resided since, carrying on planting in connection 
with his practice. He is largely interested in farming and has a fine place of cight hundred 
and fifty acres with two hundred and sixty-five acres finely improved. He has evood tenant 
houses, one for every fifteen acres, and all are kept in good condition. His own handsome 
residence is not on this farm but is on seventy-five acres adjoining his father’s estate, and this 
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is one of the prettiest locations in the county. His fine farm yields him one hundred and 
fifty-five bales of cotton annually and plenty of corn to run his farm. He has also a very 
lucrative practice and is a very successful physician. The Doctor was married in 1557 to 
Miss Nona Hull, of Claiborne county, youngest daughter of Capt. P. C. Hull, a planter of 
that county, who was formerly from Virginia. He was one of the leading men of Claiborne 
county and was captain in the war with Mexico, where he was honorably mentioned in the 
war department. He served with considerable ability throughout that war. His wife, Caro- 
line Bethea, was born in Mississippi. They reared five children, who are named in the order 
of their births as follows: Kate, wife of J. F. McCalef, of Claiborne county; Lucy (deceased) 
was the wife of Mr. Patterson; Mary, wife of A. H. Davis, of Bolivar; Anna and Nona. The 
last named was left an orphan when quite young. She is a member of the Methodist and 
Dr. Heath is a member of the Baptist church. He is a Mason, a member of Lake Wash- 
ington lodge No. 328, also a member of the Knights of Pythias, Hays’ Landing lodge No. 
- 314, and is medical examiner of the last-named organization. He is also a member of the 
American Legion of Honor at Vicksburg. Dr. Heath has served as a member of the 
board of supervisors of Issaquena county, but has never taken any great interest in political 
matters. He takes a great interest in blooded horses, of which he has several, and is the 
owner of a fine colt from a celebrated trotting horse. 

James P. Heath, Hays’ Landing, Miss., has been a successful planter since 1880, when 
he left the parental roof and commenced planting on his own responsibility. He now is the 
owner of a fine place ten miles south of Mayersville, and he has four hundred and fifty acres 
under cultivation. He is not only one of the most successful planters of the county, but is 
an influential citizen, and, although young in years, has held a number of the local offices of 
trust. In 1883-4 he was a member of the board of supervisors, and he has shown 
his appreciation of secret societies by joining the Knights of Pythias organization and Hays’ 
Landing lodge No. 116. He has held all the different chairs of this order, and is the pres- 
ent past chancellor. He was born in 1808, and is the son of John and Mary Heath (see 
sketch). He received his early education in Clinton, Hines county, Miss., and in 1890 he 
selected as his companion in life Miss Lurena Smith, sister of Robert Smith, and daughter of 
R. M. and Margaret Smith (see sketch). In personal appearance Mr. Heath is about five 
feet eight inches in hight, weighs about one hundred and ninety pounds, has a fair com- 
plexion, and wears a fine blonde mustach. 

J. B. Hebron enjoys the reputation of being a progressive citizen, and, although quite 
young in years, he is well posted on all the general topics of the day. His birth occurred 
in Warren county, Miss., in 1860, being one of a family of fourteen children born to John 
L. and Adaline L. (Cameron) Hebron, the former a Virginian, and the latter a native of 
Florida. The former removed to the state of Mississippi about the year [S20, and in the 
county of Warren followed the life of a planter and nurseryman, dying there about 1862, 
having served throughout the War of 1812 as acolonel. He was of Irish descent, and his 
wife was a Scotch lady. After receiving a fair education in the schools of Warren county, 
Miss., and having learned the intricacies of farm life of his father, J. B. Hebron, in 1S74 
began planting, and has continued this calling up to the present time. He is now with the 
firm of Hebron, Burdett & Co., and owns a one-third interest in their store and land, the 
latter amounting to one thousand six hundred and thirty acres, of which one thousand acres 
are in a good state of cultivation, and have been improved to the amount of $15,000, the stock 
of general merchandise being valued at 33,500, This property he has sueceeded in accumu- 
Jating by his own unaided efforts, He was married in ISSS to Miss Nannie Burdett, a native 
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of Mississippi, and a daughter of Richard M. and Minerva (Heard) Burdett, the former a 
Virginian and the latter a native of Mississippi. | Mr. Hebron has filled the position of mar- 
shal of Leland, and is now a member of the board of supervisors of Washington county, 
being elected on the democrat ticket, of which he has long been a member. 

John L. Hebron, Jr., is a gentleman well known in Washington county, and his entire 
career has been such as to win him the respect and esteem of all who are favored with his 
acquaintance. He was born in Vicksburg, Miss., in 1864, but his father, John L. Hebron, 
Sr., was born in the Old Dominion. The latter was brought to Mississippi in early child- 
hood, and was reared within its borders. In 1858, after studying two years, he graduated 
in medicine at the New Orleans medical college, and practiced continuously until 1S76, serving 
as a surgeon during the Civil war. In 1876 he was elected to the state legislature from 
Warren county, where he had been making his home, and made an intelligent and trust- 
worthy legislator. At the end of his term he left the political field and leased the state 
penitentiary for five years, but at the end of two years sold his lease to Mr. Jones 8. Hamil- 
ton. In 1880 he began planting in Washington county, continuing this calling until 1887, 
when he once more resuined the practice of medicine. In 1S60 he was married to Miss 
Elington, she being a lady with a very strong and active mind. She received an excellent 
education in her youth, and turned her attention to literature in maturer years, being fhe 
authoress of two books, entitled “Songs from the South” and ‘“ Faith or Earthly Paradise.” 
She has contributed to the various papers of Mississippi for the past thirty years, and is an 
honorary member of the Press association. She is a most estimable lady, and is one of the 
foremost workers of the W. C. T. U. of the state. The paternal grandfather was born in 
Virginia, also his grandmother, the latter’s name prior to her marriage being Miss Julia Sills. 
The subject of this sketch was educated at Clinton and Oxford, Miss.. graduating at the head 
of his law class. He made a brilliant record while in the University of Mississippi, for his 
motto was “Stay at the top.” Having been chosen by the society of which he was a member 
to represent it in an oratorical contest, he carried off the honors on this occasion also. He 
was sent by the Phi chapter of the Delta Psi fraternity to the national meeting of the 
fraternity in New York city, and was there unanimously chosen annual orator. In 1887 he 
began the practice of law, in connection with which he followed planting; but in 1890 
dropped his books to devote his whole attention to the latter calling, and although his career 
as an attorney was short it was very successful. His agricultural operations have been 
abundantly prosperous, and he is now the possessor of one thousand three hundred acres of 
land, of which one thousand one hundred acres are in a good state of cultivation. His land 
is very valuable, for it is at all times kept in the best of order, and everything about it 
shows that aman of thrift, push and enterprise is at the helm. His home is called Cun- 
ningham, and he is now enjoying the tranquility which this retreat affords. He has been 
prominent in the political affairs of the county, and is now a popular candidate for state 
senator, for the successful filling of which position his many talents admirably fit him. He 
was married 1n LSSS to Miss Nettie Porter, of Florence, Ala., and she, as well as himself, is 
a worthy member of the Presbyterian church. In personal appearance Mr. Hebron is rather 
heavy but well built, and has dark brown hair and mustach. He is fine looking, and is very 
courteous and gentlemanly in his manners, ease and confidence being inspired in his presence. 
He.is eminently capable of filling any position with credit to himself and his constituents, 
and in the general assembly of the state would add prestige to the county which he would 
represent. 

George Heckler is one of those wideawake, thorough going gentlemen who are bound to 


. 
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make their way in the world with little help from outsiders. He possesses the perseverance, 
energy, thrift and honesty of his German ancestors, and every enterprise to which he has 
devoted his time has resulted satisfactorily, a fact that speaks louder than words can do as to 
his many excellent business qualities. He was born near where he now resides on November 
16, 1842, but both his parents, George and Mary (Betz) Heckler, were native Germans, and 
in the land of their birth received their education and rearing. The father immigrated to the 
United States in 1538, and soon after engaged in merchandising in Rodney, where he contin- 
ued to follow an active business life until his death in 1855, falling a victim to yellow fever. 
His marriage, which was celebrated in Vicksburg, Miss., resulted in the birth of four sons and 
four daughters who grew to mature years, of which family George and the daughters are the 
survivors. The former grew up in Rodney, his youth being spent at school and in clerking 
in his father’s store. Being a native of the South he warmly sympathized with the Confed- 
erate cause during the Civil war, and fully demonstrated this fact by enlisting in the Twenty- 
second Mississippi infantry in 1861, and being a faithful supporter of the cause he espoused 
until the final surrender. He took part in the battles of Franklin, Nashville, Corinth, the 
three engagements at Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Champion Hills, and a great number of 
smaller engagements and skirmishes. He received a slight flesh wound at Marietta, Ga‘, but 
was not disabled. After the termination of the war Mr. Heckler returned to Rodney, since 
which time he has been one of the leading merchants of the place. In addition to this he 
has given considerable attention to planting, and raises annually about three hundred bales 
of cotton, utilizing the seed in his oilmill, which he erected in Rodney in 1884. The busi. 
ness that he does in this respect is a flourishing one. Since devoting his attention to plant- 
ing, a calling which he has followed with success since 1874, he has done remarkably well 
and is classed among the leaders of this calling in the county. Full of life and spirit, he is 
also a thoughtful man, and closely applies himself to whatever he has in hand. He is the 
possessor of much personal popularity, and is highly esteemed by all who know hin, for his 
prominent characteristics are an acute sense of justice and right, singular fairness and liber- 
ality, a mind just and liberal and a kind and generous heart. He has served in numerous 
local offices of trust and honor, and almost continuously since the war has held the position 
of town treasurer, having also been a member of the council. He is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, being worshipful master of his lodge,and is alsoa member of the K. of H., the K. & 
L. of H., and the A. L. of H. He was married in the year 1868 to Miss J. C. Schuster, a 
native of New Orleans but of German parentage. Their union has been blessed in the birth 
of five sons and two daughters: George V., who is in the store with his father; Mary Lou, a 
young lady; Edward Lee, John S., Fred, Mike and Herbert. Mr. and Mrs. Heckler are 
members of the Presbyterian church, in which he has beet an elder for some time. Mrs. 
Heckler’s father, a German by birth, is the foreman of the Rodney oilmill, and is an enter- 
prising and industrious gentleman, living near Rodney. 

Washington Irving Heidelberg, of the firm of W. I. & T. M. Heidelberg, general mer- 
chants, of Heidelberg, Jasper county, Miss., was born in this county October 31, 1840. He 
is ason of Samuel C. and Martha (Granberry) Heidelberg, natives of Georgia, who emigrated 
to Mississippi in the pioneer days of this section, and afterward settled in Jasper county, 
where the mother died, and the father still lives, at the advanced age of eighty-two years. 
They were the parents of fifteen children, named as follows: Adilade J., George C., Wash- 
ington Irving, William W., Samuel C., Martin L., Elizabeth, Naney J., Isabella I., Mary, 
Amelia J., Alletha, John, Daniel W. and Thomas M. Washington Irving Heidelberg was 
the third of the above-named family in order of birth. After having atttended for some years, 
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and with good results, the home subscription schools of Jasper county, he enlisted as a Con- 
federate soldier in September, 1861, in company H, known as the Jasper Blues, of the Twenty- 
seventh Mississippi regiment, of Walthall’s brigade, and commanded by Captain Nixon. 
With this organization he served until the close of the war, participating in a number of 
hard-fought engagements, of which the following were the most important: The bombard- 
ment of Pensacola, Fla.; the battle of Perryville, Ky., where he received a slight wound in 
the thigh; the battle of Murfreesboro, Teun., where he received another wound in the thigh, 
the battle of Missionary Ridge and Lookout Mountain, the engagement at Resacea, Ga., and 
in others throuvhout the Georgia campaign until he reached Atlanta, Ga., where, on August 
3, 1864, he was shot through the wrist, and was disabled from duty for ninety days. After 
his recovery from this injury, he joined Doyle’s battalion, in which he served until the close 
of the war. He then returned to Jasper county, Miss., where he has since made his home. 
He was married Mareh 7, [S67, to Miss Matilda E., daughter of James and Ann (MeDonald) 
Foley. Soon after he settled on land near where the town of Heidelberg now stands, which 
he had previously purchased. In ISS2 he laid out on a portion of his landed property the 
town of Heidelberg, which was named in his honor. It now contaius six general mercantile 
stores, a drug store, two hotels, a livery stable, two cottougins and gristmills, three churches, 
for whites and one for colored people, two schools, one of them for the colored children, and 
the usual variety of mechanic shops and sniall business places.. In ISS7, in partnership with 
Thomas M. Heidelberg, he opened a general mercantile store, and the firm: has since done 
an extensive business. Mr. Heidelberg is also largely interested in planting, owning about 
one thousand acres of land, all of which is well improved, and the finest residence in Jasper 
county, located three-quarters of a mile east of the business center of the town of Heidelberg. 
He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church South, and he is everywhere 
known as a strictly honest and very enterprising business man, success having crowned his 
efforts in a remarkable degree. Mr. and Mrs. Heidelberg have eight surviving children, 
named as follows: Mattie A., who graduated at Martin college, Pulaski, Tenn., June 4, 1S91; 
Seth L., Irving M., Samuel C., James E., Albert Lee, Lurlein E., and an infant daughter, 
who is not yet named. 

Thomas Erskine Helin is a native of Woodford county, Ky., where he was born on the 
3d of December, 1813, the tenth of eleven children born to Thomas and Elizabeth (Buck) 
Helm, natives of the Old Dominion, where the father was born in 1768 and the mother 
in 1773. The most of the father’s life was spent as a farmer of Woodford county, Ky., and 
prior to his death, which occurred in 1S49, he succeeded in acquiring a handsome property. 
His ancestors were from England, and were among the early settlers of Virginia. His wife 
survived him until 1851, when she was called to her long home. Thomas Erskine Helin 
was reared in the state of his birth, and was educated in Transylvania college, of Lexing- 
ton, Ky., but left school before completing his couse and came to Mississippi in 1833, stop- 
ping for a short time in Natchez. From that time until the opening of the war he was 
engaged in planting, and although he accumulated a fine property prior to this time, the 
principal part of it was swept away. He then sold what property he had and engaged in 
banking, and from 1873 until 1885 he owned and operated the Capital State bank, at the 
end of which time he sold out toa Mr. Barnett, but is still a stockholder in this bank and 
its vice president. He has been a successful business man, and besides his property in 
Jackson he owns a one-half interest in five thousand aeres of land im Louisiana, all of 
which is the result of his own earnest and prudent endeavors. In 1835 he was married to 
Miss Mary Biggs, a native of Mississippi, who died in {S75, having borne him six children; 
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William Newton, who died while serving in the Confederate army; Joseph L., also died a 
martyr to the lost cause; Erskine (deceased); Elizabeth, deceased wife of William B. Rich- 
ardson; Thomas, a property owner of Jackson, and Anna M., wife of John H. Odeneal. Mr. 
Helm is deeply attached to his children, and has ever proven a wise, kind and indulgent 
father. His children and grandchildren say he has lived and labored for them, and that a 
kinder, more affectionate and generous father and grandfather never lived. He is a member 
of the Presbyterian church, is one of the prominent old citizeus of Jackson, and although 
he is several years past the allotted age of three-score years and ten, his mind is clear and 
active as of yore, and he still possesses sound business judgment. 

No man has been more justly entitled to an enviable place in the history of Washington 
county, Miss., than Maj. George M. Helms, for he has been usefully and honorably identi- 
tied with the interests of this county, and with its advancement in every worthy particular. 
The many years that he has spent in earnest and sincere endeavor have contributed very 
materially to the success that-has fallen to his career. He was born in Christian county, Ky.. 
October +, 1539, and from his parents, Presley M. and Ann K. (Blakemore) Helms, he inherits 
Welsh, French and English blood respectively. Both parents were born in the Old 
Dominion, and in 1834 removed to Kentucky, where they spent two years in farming; then 
they moved to Montgomery county, Tenn., where he continued the same occupation until the 
war freed all his slaves. At its close he removed to Texas, settling near Waco, where he 
remained an esteemed citizen until his death, in 1886, having attained the advanced age of 
eighty-six years. He never aspired to any political position, but lived a quiet, retired and 
truly Christian life. Maj. George M. Helms removed to Tennessee with his parents, when a 
child, and in that state attained manhood and was educated, being a student in the Masonic 
college of Clarksville, Tenn., until within a short time of graduating, when he received the 
appointment of civil engineer on the Mississippi & Tennessee railroad, which position he 
discharged with ability for three years. In 1860 he became a resident of Washington 
county, Miss., and was assistant engineer on the levees at Greenville until the opening of the 
late war, when the clash of arms caused him to cast aside personal considerations to take up 
arms in defense of what he considered to be right—the Confederate cause. He became a 
member of Byrnes’ battery, and belonged to a company that was raised and equipped in 
Washington county, and with which he went to Camp Boone, where he was detailed to 
solicit horses for the company, and succeeded in securing about one-half enough for the 
battery. When his company reached Green river he was detailed for engineering duty under 
Engineer Major Gilmore of Nashville, Tenu., and was assigned to the obstruction of the 
Cumberland river, and to the locating of a battery at Gowans’ Island, twelve miles below 
Nashville. Just as the obstruction was within seventy feet of completion Fort Donelson fell. 
and he was ordered to abandon his works, and was assigned to the staff of General Hardee 
as engineer. After the evacuation of Nashville he was ordered to destroy all bridges in the 
rear of the company, then retreating to Huntsville, Ala., and thence to Corinth. Major Helms 
was in every battle of the army of Tennessee, the most prominent of which were Shiloh, 
Murfreesboro, Perryville, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, Ringgold Gap. 
Dalton, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, and Marietta, and was constantly engaged from the 5th of 
April at Dalton until the 28th of July at Atlanta. At Corinth, Miss., he was granted a furlough, 
and made a three days’ visit to his home in Washington county, at the end of which time he 
rejoined the army ut Charlotte, N. C., and there met Major Gilmore, chief engineer, who 
ordered him to report on his march southward and westward, the purpose of President Davis 
being to cross the Mississippi river at Gaines Landing, Ark, He reported to General 
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Breckinridge, who was acting as the president’s chief of staff at Washington, Ga., and the 
latter remarked, casually, to Major Helis that the stay at Washington had given Mr. Davis 
three days’ start, but the Federals must be kept under the impression that he was still at 
Washington. 

After they had started their march westward and were five miles out from Washington, 
they were met by a company of Federal cavalry, who demanded their surrender under the 
cartel as agreed upon by Grant and Lee. General Breckinridge with Col. Theodore Har- 
row (author of “Bivouae of the Dead’’), Maj. Wilson Cabel and Cliff Breckinridge, all of whom 
were members of his staff, left after having advised Col. Robert Breckinridge, who commauded 
the forces and Major Helms, to tell the men to surrender at the first post and to go quietly to 
their homes. Major Helms, who was loath to “give up the ship,” asked General Breckinridge if 
there was no hope beyond the Mississippi river and received the intelligence that there was 
none, and that Gen. Kirby Smith would have to yield under the first pressure. Hesurrendered 
at Athens with three companies of Morgan’s command, conumatded by one of the captains. 
Major Helms held the positions from leutenant to major of engineers during his service, with 
staff of corps commanded by Hardee, then Polk, then Breckinridge, and Hinman until Hood 
recovered from a wound received in Virginia, and was with the latter until he was promoted 
to succeed General Johnston. Stephen D. Lee sueceeded Hood, and Major Helms served 
with him until meeting President Davis at Charlotte, N.C. After his return to Greenville 
Major Helms was appointed assistant engineer on the levees, and in the year [S68 
he was promoted to chief engineer, serving the most of the time in that capacity until 
IS78. In 1875 he was solicited to take forcible charge of the sheriff’s office, and this he 
did, holding the office until the regular election. Since ISSO he has given his undivided 
attention to planting and is now the owner of seven thousand acres of fine land, two 
thousand acres of which he has put in a good state of cultivation since ISSO. He was mar- 
ried in 1888 to Miss Anna Belle Eakin, a daughter of Judge Eakin, of Washington, Ark., 
the latter being judge of the supreme court of Arkansas at the time of his death. Major 
Helms was called upon to mourn the death of his wife in LSSS, her death occurring on. the 
Sth of June. She left one child that soon followed her to the grave. Major Helms:is one 
of the leading’ spirits of Washington county, and in every calling in which he has been 
engaged through life he has shown himself to be far sighted. shrewd, intelligent and practical. 
He possesses no ordinary intellect and his mind has beenenlarged and broadened by the highest 
culture and by contact with the business affairs of life. He is generous and kind in dispo- 
sition, and to the sufferings and misfortunes of those less fortunate than himself he is keenly 
alive, and those who apply to him for aid are never sent away empty handed, if deserving. 
In appearance he is prepossessing for he possesses a fine physique and very black hair and 
eyes, the former being now slightly tinged with gray. 

William M. Hemeter, of Hattiesburg, Miss., one of the leading merchants of Perry 
county, Miss., was born in Covington county, Miss., in 1853, and is the son of George and 
Martha J. (Schogins) Hemeter, natives of Alabama and North Carolina respectively. They 
reared a family of eight children, named as follows: Joseph, William M. (the subject of this 
biographical notice), Marcus, David K., George, Nettie (wife of Warren Lowry, of Perry 
county), Florence (who married Thomas M. Thames, of Covington county) and James. The 
father was born about the year 1S2S, and emigrated to Mississippi at an early date. William 
M., passed his youth ona farm, attending the common schools during the winter season. In 
1S74 he was sent away from home to school, and did not return for two vears. In [S77 he 
embarked in the mereantile trade at Williamsburg, Covington county, Miss., and remained 
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_ there until 1SS85. He then located at Eatonville, where he conducted a general store, under 
the firm name of Hemeter & Eaton. He has been very successful in all his undertakings, 
and occupies a place among the most enterprising merchauts of the county. He was married 
in November, 1876, to Miss Mary Eaton, daughter of W. J. Eaton, of Covington county. One 
child was bern of this union, and in IS82, Mrs. Hemeter died. In ISS4 Mr. Hemeter was 
married a second time, being united to Miss Lou Robinson, a daughter of N. L. Robinson, 
deceased. He and his wife are worthy members of the Baptist church. Mr. Hemeter is a 
man of great integrity of character, firm in his convictions of right and wrong, and a stead 
fast, loyal citizen. 

Dr. Andrew J. Hemphill, physician and druggist. lives where he settled after the close of 
the war, twenty-five years ayo, at French Camp, Choctaw county, Miss, a beautiful and 
thrifty little village, eight miles from the railroad, located on fertile and productive soil, 
at the confluence of several small streams, and surrounded by a section of country densely 
populated by small planters. Here the Central Mississippi presbytery has recently located 
the Central Mississippi institute, and the French Camp Male academy, schools of high 
grade for the education of boys and girls. Dr. Hemphill, a son of Gen. James and Anne 
(Boyle) Hemphill, was born in Jackson county, Ga., October 24, 1832. General Hemphill, 
the only child of his father, was born in Chester district, 5. C., in 1800. His father 

_died while he was an infant. His mother married Mr. Sanders and moved to I’lorida, and he 
was left to the care of an aunt. She moved with him to Jackson county, Ga., where he 
received a fair English education, and was married to Anne Boyle, youngest daughter of 
Peter Boyle. From there he moved while Dr. Andrew J. was an infant, aud settled in 
Van’s Valley, in the Choctaw nation, northwest Georgia. He was a commissioned officer in 
removing the Indians from that section to west of the Mississippi river; served as a_pri- 
vate in the Creek war, and was afterward elected brigadier-general of Georgia militia. Ile 
was one of the commissioners who located Rome, the county seat of Floyd county, Ga., and 
afterward served with credit in both houses of the Georgia legislature from that county. 
He was asuccessful planter and merchant, and accumulated large property, but being of a 
generous and liberal nature lost the larger portion of it by indorsing for friends. In 
1848 he sold his property in the valley to bis brother-in-law, William Montgomery, and 
removed and settled in Choctaw county, Miss., near the present town of Weir, and there 
his death occurred about 1868. His wife followed him to the grave about five years after- 
ward, and now they together rest in Lebanon cemetery. Grandfather Hemphill was a native 
of north Ireland. He crossed the ocean and settled in Chester district, S. C., where he 
died while his only son was an infant. Grandfather Peter Boyle was a Scotch Irishman who, 
having just finished his education in 1775, crossed the ocean to America, prospecting. 
While he was lingering in this country, independence was declared, and he volunteered and 
joined the American army, and served through the entire Revolutionary war. At the close 
of the war he was married to Miss Hannah Todd, in Virginia, and moved with her to Jackson 
county, Ga., and engaged in farming. To them were born three sons: John, Robert and 
Peter. John and Peter, with their families, went to Texas. Robert settled near Alpena, 
Chattooga county, Ga. They also had three daughters: Katherine, Rebecca and Anne. 
Katherine, the eldest, married William Montgomery, and they died in Van's Vailey. Rebecca, 
the second daughter, married Charles Hemphill. Anne, the youngest, married Gen. 
James Hemphill. To Anne and Gen. James Hemphill were born three sons and seyen daugh- 
ters. The eldest, Col. John B. Hemphill, received a liberal education, studied law and was 
admitted to the bar at Rome, Ga. He was elected colonel in the Georgia militia, In TS4) 
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he moved to Mississippi and located in Kosciusko, Attala county. Several times he repre- 
sented that county in the legislature, was twice elected district attorney in the fifth judicial 
district, one term during the war. He was a good lawyer, but physically weak. For this 
reason he never entered the Confederate service. After the war he settled near Avalon, Elis 
county, Tex., where he engaged in planting. He died in ISSO. 

The second son, James R. Hemphill, received a collegiate education, graduating in 
Knoxville, Tenn., in LS48, studied law and entered into practice in partnership with his 
brother at Kosciusko. During the war he volunteered, and served in the Confederate army 
as first lieutenant in the Cooper guards, Twentieth Mississippi infantry. He was captured at 
Fort Donelson and held as prisoner about one year on Johnson’s Island, Ohio; was exchanged 
and rejoined his command in Virginia, and was with the remnant of Lee’s army at the final 
surrender. He had previously represented Attala county in the state legislature. After the 
surrender he turned his attention to teaching, and became a popular educator. He died 
December, 1SS9, at his father’s old home, near Weir. He was a scholar, a true friend, an 
affectionate husband and father, a Christian gentleman, and that he was a brave soldier was 
proven on Virginia’s blood-stained battlefields. The oldest daughter married Dr. Madison 
Montgomery, of Chattooga county, Ga. He was a man of fine intellect and a prominent phy- 
sician and a leader among his people. He represented that county in both branches of the 
Georgia legislature. He moved to Mississippi in 1858; both he and his wife died about 
ISSO. Another daughter married Col. James M. Drane, of Choctaw county, Miss., who 
entered the Confederate service as captain and was promoted to the coloneley of the Thirty- 
first Mississippi infantry. She died in 1885. Another daughter married Col. William H. 
Coleman, who went into the Confederate service from Texas. After this he was settled at 
Mineral Wells, Palo Pinto county, Tex. He died in 1890. Besides the aunt, who reared 
him, Gen. James Hemphill knew of only three other relatives of his name, cousins: Charles, 
Nancy and Philip Hemphill. Charles and Philip Hemphill lived in Van’s Valley. Naney 
married Col. James Ladelle, who lived in Rome. These three families moved to Mississippi. 
Charles Hemphill, who was also his brother-in-law (having married Rebecca Boyle), settled 
at French Camp, where they both died. They have now one living son, Dr. J. W. Hemphill, 
a practicing physician and an elder, who lives near Rocky Springs, Warren county, Miss. 
Philip Hemphill and Col. James Ladelle settled in Carrollton, Miss., died there, leaving 
large and influential families, lawyers, physicians and planters in that section. Dr. Andrew 
J. Hemphill, the seventh child and third son, received an academic education, studied medi- 
cine, attended the New Orleans school of medicine during the sessions of 1856-7, and gradu- 
ated in 185S from the University of the city of New York; the same year he located and 
entered upon the practice of his profession with Dr. Ozias Lewis, at Kosciusko, Miss. Two 
years afterward he moved to Vaiden, Miss. At the commencement of the war between the 
states he volunteered as a private and joined the Vaiden artillery, but was assigned to the 
duty of surgery of the battery in the Tennessee army. He rendered important service on the 
battlefield of Shiloh and elsewhere, was always faithful and constant in the performance of 
his duties, sympathizing with and contributing to the comfort of the sick and wounded. 
After the war, his county devastated and his fortune swept away, with a profession alone to 
fall back upon, he located at French Camp and resumed practice, also establishing a small 
drug business. In 1S70—71 he represented his county in the legislature and served on engrossed 
and enrolled bills and railroad committees. He married first, in IS64, Mrs. Mary T. Vaughan, 
daughter-in-law of Maj. Henry Vaughan, of Yazoo county, and the youngest daughter of 
Gen. William Clarke, of Jackson, Miss. Gen. William Clarke was a native of North Caro- 






, i a Dil pein i 4 
: = % 8 6 ak. 7 
i a : 1 ; as 
i dies Ee pan icyineioet& Ob berow o 
| our itt eater pas rile Ieatrule i ved coaw s wemmlate ie ti | ; 
novel dod raNpwe | he Ps gahoh are 
yee val yaw all walld 2 hp Oe rhetivot) dt Borate avew ad + eee 
; ; rantey iti hogey ae ont ovulwe 1a T reli 
bate tal : hae TP ; ; Wine ’ ty YL mony { yaoe: f fures ryt ont 
























i! ' Wy abet Teaedes na wal fretboje 24] it, orl yotliw cnt 

, i} eit Tots fmalmwitonieliyy eval raver onal) “nid Oaaitinws2. ta ave tor 

; reel bitvew'? bung good ad? aj Jaggetnsil ely 
7 ' they ono igoda vetoed as bled han somone swt 

. to 3 he ee ra Pati her) T ni bewenmes eid neuen 


on eet | fone oH tats oy 


4 URDENPOOE 8 | ty 4 mois iat aid Tes + +l 
B | 7 i if rf a 


fis) Bitn foiled « —— 
1 sega abloiuliwad leartette-Fool Prowsida mk) $1870 





NEEL 7h aay a ne rot wom to 7 
7 t ¥ * 
y tend betyeapngor al eke eft wnoon ishnel e 
i ; | ? 
, - 
y t i ! i 4), PULTE Re GT 
= 7 
; ‘ ( a i 71) 
o 4 4 
t t {i Wee rite 
5 
, LESktEE fy 
at Ole v ol 
4 
‘ | ae Ga 
{ f j cy ' 


hans as hed : dqaieh qifdt bes yous ae 


sHofiad eantel lod. bohyam 


| | ‘deg sgreiaperne, 

Pat A fear fo te Fad ioe Diet lid t 7 

LAUER te ig haty wes, vesitiniet Lenten: baa ayrat - 
, at sa fide Ateneo dW (yao B 

a et wat odd t fagesalne gontion 

i * ’ 


‘ } f ‘ i} i} } 
ek ny fio 
' 5 t ah BSN 
i } iy + y] ’ 
" 
ft f rind | sy" 
~ 
, 4 t | Mile 0 
j iI : 32 ht 
iin 7a) aw 
els ? ! } nek Of 
a os ” / 
d baraenqurwdt FYOOVet al 


re € abt en) ee 28 
RS FRO TLUTT 2s MEDI ATS 


mdlyun’ greet inl lo wel-n 


ih reson h lo enlal v) aailli W. 





904 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


lina and a minister of the Christian church, and twice treasurer of Mississippi about the time 
of Governor Foote’s administration. Mrs. Hemphill was also a member of the Christian 
church. She died in 1870, leaving the Doctor three daughters, two of whom are engaged in 
teaching in the public schools in Ellis county, Tex. One finished her education at the I. 1. 
& C., Columbus, Miss. The other graduating at the C. M. L, French Camp, Miss. 

Dr. Hemphill’s second wife, Miss Eugenia Meek Hughes, he married in 1872. She was 
a native of Louisville, Miss., and a daughter of Dr. J. C. Hughes and Caroline Meek Hughes. 
Mrs. C. M. Hughes was reared near Grenada, and died in Louisville, Miss., about 1851. Dr. 
J.C. Hughes is a native of Pickens county, Ala., has a liberal education, and received his 
medical education from the Charleston and Jefferson medical college, Philadelphia, from the 
latter of which he graduated. He has again married and engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession at McCool, Miss. He is an elder and all bis ancestors are Presbyterians. Grand- 
father Hemphill and Peter Boyle, and all their descendants were members of the Presbyte- 
rian church, and politically democratic, and in the late civil strife voted for secession, believ- 
ing in the correctness of the states’ rights doctrine, and the construction of the constitution as 
rendered by Stephens and Jefferson Davis. To Dr. and Mrs. Hemphill were born nine chil- 
dren, six of whom are living, two sons antl four daughters, and they are sparing no pains fo 
educate them, being fortunate in having excellent schools located conveniently near. Dr. 
Hemphill was made a master Mason in De Witt Clinton lodge, Vaiden, Miss., in 1860, and 
there being no lodge convenient he has never renewed his connection with the order. The 
Doctor is a gentleman of culture and an excellent physician, enjoying the unbounded confi- 
dence of his patients. As a correct business man of high standing he has been successful 
in nearly all his undertakings. He owns about one thousand acres of land, subdivided into 
small farms, and nearly all under cultivation. He is modest and unassuming, loving to 
spend his idle moments in his sequestered home amid the prattling of the babes. 

The medical profession of Yazoo county, Miss., is well represented by Dr. C. R. Hen- 
derson, who resides at Deasonville. He is a native of Yazoo county, born in 1838, the 
eldest son of a family of five children. His parents, D. C. and Mary A. (Ogden) Hender- 
son, were natives of North Carolina and Mississippi respectively. About the year 1835 
they settled on a plantation in Yazoo county, where they spent the remainder of their days. 
The father was prominently identified with the early political history of the county; he 
died in the year 1853, and the mother passed away a few months later in the same year. 
“They reared a family of five children: Lucie, deceased, was the wife of K. Exum, of this 
county; Mrs. Bettie Baskin, of Madison county, Miss.; Daniel T., a member of company 
F, Mississippi volunteer infantry, who fell at Gettysburg, having been promoted to the office 
of first heutenant; Joseph D., a farmer of this county. The Déctor received his edueation 
at Mississippi college, Clinton, Miss., being graduated from this institution in 1858. For 
the purpose of pursuing his medical studies he went to Philadelphia, and entered Jefferson 
medical college. After two years of diligent work he was graduated with the class of 1860, 
and was just beginning his practice when the Civil war broke out. In May, 1861, he 
entered the Confederate service as second heutenant of company F, Highteenth Mississippi 
volunteer infantry. He served in this position one year, and was then appointed surgeon, 
in which capacity he served successfully until the surrender, at that time he was at Gaines- 
ville, Ala., attached to Forrest’s command. He participated in the engagement at Manassas 
the first time, and was at Leesburg. At the close of the war he returned to Yazoo county 
and resumed the practice of his profession. In addition to this work he finds time to 
superintend his plantation of four hundred acres, one half of which is uader cultivation, 
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He is a member of the Masonic order, belonging both to the Blue lodge and chapter, and 
is a Knight of Honor. Dr. Henderson was united in marriage in Hinds county, Miss., to 
Miss Hattie Sexton, of Warren county, Miss., a daughter of David and Rebeecea (Gibson) 
Sexton who were natives of Pennsylvania and Mississippi respectively. Two children have 
been born to the Doctor and his wife: James S., of Dumas, Ark., and Mary R. The par- 
ents are worthy members of Bethel Baptist church, and have been liberal contributors to 
its support. They have witnessed many changes in Yazoo county, but they have been in 
the right direction, and are of a character to reflect credit upon the influential citizens 
among whom the Doctor’s family takes first rank. 

Chester W. Henderson, a prominent planter of Wilkinson county, was born here 
October 5, 1847, and was the third child of a family of five born to Joseph A. and Amy 
Ann (Lanehart) Henderson, both of whom were natives of this county. Joseph was born 
October 1, 1815, and was the son of Joseph Henderson, Sr., a native of South Carolina 
who came to Mississippi territory about 1S12 and settled near Woodville. He came here 
with his family, consisting of a wife and four children, and afterward five were born in 
this county. Joseph, the father of these children, died at an advanced age, honored and 
respected, having lived a useful life. His wife, the mother of these children, survived him 
for some years. Of the children born none are supposed to be yet living. unless it is the 
youngest son, Robert, whose whereabouts are unknown. The father of Chester W. was 
reared and educated in this county, and commenced for himself when a young man, and 
married and settled north of Woodville, where he remained about eighteen years engaged 
in farming. He went out in the Confederate militia, but owing to ill health returned to 
his home place. In 1867 he purchased a place on Bayou Sara creek, where he resided 
until his death, August 21, 1885. He was a member of the Christian echureh, with which 
he had united later in life, and was an elder and one of the most active members and liberal 
supporters. He was strongly opposed to secession, and was 2 Union man, but the pressure 
of circumstances compelled him to adopt the course he did. He took no part in political 
matters, but kept himself posted on public affairs. He was married August 16, 1842. His 
wife was an earnest worker of the Christian church from girlhood, and was a most dutiful 
and loving mother, always ready to administer to the wants of her children. She died June 
26, 1883, aged fifty-nine years and eight months. The eldest of these children was Mary, 
who died October 14, 1845, aged two years, one month and fifteen days. The next child 
was Amanda A., born April 2, 1845, and is now Mrs. C. H. Wood, and lives on the old home 
place and has a large family of children. Chester W. was the third child. Adam C., the 
fourth, was born December 31, 1849, and is now living in Louisiana, where he is engaged in 
planting. He is married and has five children. Cornelia Fi. was born March 16, 1852, 
and is the wife of Elijah MeDonald, and lives on Bayou Sara creek, near Woodville, and has 
a large family. Chester W. was educated in Wilkinson county, and upon attaining man- 
hood started in business for himself, engaging in planting. He was married to Florida M. 
Woodruff, who was born in this county January 26, 1855, and died November 24, 1877, 
leaving one child four months old, James A., born July 12, 1877. This child has been an 
invalid sinee its birth. The mother was the daughter of Allen D. Woodruff, a native of 
Tennessee, and Elizabeth L. Johns, a native of this county, where she was born and reared, 
und is yet living on the home place of her birth. By this union were born three children, 
who lived to be grown. The eldest married Chester W. Henderson. David, another, is 
now living in Louisiana engaged in planting. The third, Mary L., is the present wife of 
Chester W. She was born and reared in this county. They were married December 2, 
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1879, and by this union were born tive children: Florida, born March 24, IS51; Walter, 
April 21, 1853; Kate, June 20, 1886; Lillie, July 5, 1888, and an infant girl unnamed. Mr. 
Henderson settled on his present place in January after his marriage, where he has since 
resided engaged in planting, and is now engaged also in stockraising. He is one of the 
most intelligent and progressive planters in the county, and stands high in society and citi- 
zenship. He is an earnest democrat, but takes no active part in public affairs. He is a 
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Wilkinson lodge No. 10, of which he is 
at present noble grand, and is also a member of the Legion of Honor. 

In Greenock, Scotland, in 1705, John Henderson was born, and was descended from a 
very strict family of Covenanters. He was educated in Sterling, Scotland, in which place his 
father was a practicing physician, the name of the latter being Wiliam, who was named in 
honor of his father, William Saughy Henderson. Dr. William Henderson was married to 
Miss Isabel Allen, a daughter of William Allen, who suffered much persecution on account 
of his religious belief, in the time of Ebenezer Erskine. At an early date John Hen- 
derson came to America, and in 1787 settled at Natchez, Miss., while this section was still 
under Spanish rule, and made his home in Natchez until his death in 1545, at the advanced 
age of eighty-five years. While Spain still had control of this region, he lived*a quiet, 
unobtrusive life, but when the territory of Mississippi came under control of the United States 
government, he sprang at once into prominence, not only as a business man, but also as a 
leader of Protestantism and Protestant enterprise. He was the leading spirit in founding the 
First Presbyterian church in Mississippi, at Pine Ridge, in Adams county, and was one of 
its first elders. Subsequently he, with others, organized the First Presbyterian church at 
Natchez, which was in the year 1817, and was also one of its first elders. He was a man of 
considerable literary attainments and a vigorous intellect. Thomas Henderson was his second 
son, and throughout his life deeply interested in church matters, education and colonization. 
He was for many years an elder in the Presbyterian church at Natchez, and a vice president 
of the American colonization society. He was also a member of the board of directors of 
Oakland college, Mississippi, and at one time was a member of the board of directors of the 
public schools of Natchez. By careful attention to business he acquired a large fortune, and 
dispensed his wealth with remarkable freeness, his donations to charities and worthy enter- 
prises being at all times liberal. He was married in 1829 to Miss Bathsheba Putnam, a 
great-granddanghter of Gen. Israel Putnam, of Revolutionary fame. She was born at Belpre, 
Ohio, and died in 1841. Mr. Henderson’s death oceurring in 1863, at the age of sixty-five 
years. To their union two sons and one daughter were born. The latter, Julia P., who was 
born in 1830 and died in 1S70, was a lady of some literary attainments. | Two of her books: 
“Anna Balfour’ and “Mary and her Scholars,” were published by the Presbyterian board 
South and used as Sunday-school literature. She also contributed articles of merit to relig- 
ious papers and other journals, John W. Henderson, eldest son of Thomas Henderson and 
Bathsheba Putnam, was born in 1832, graduated at Oakland college, Mississippi, in 1853, 
and was engaged in planting at the opening of the war. He went from Natchez in 1562, as 
first heutenant of Breckinridge guard cavalry; was in most of the engagements in which the 
Western army participated, and was paroled at Greensboro, in N. C. Subsequently he 
engaged in merchandising, and in [SS2 was appointed superintendent of public schools of 
Natchez, and Adams county, a position he is filling at the present time. He was married in 
1857 to Miss Ellen Newman, a native of Natchez, and to their union six children have been 
born: EWen, Corinne, Waldo Putnam, Florence, Anna and Thomas Newman. For years he was 
an elder in the Presbyterian church, as were his grandfather and grandmother before him. Mr. 
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Henderson also is superintendent of the Sunday-school. His brother Mr. Thomas A. Hender- 
son, second son of Thomas Henderson, is now bookkeeper in the Britton & Koontz bank. He 
was educated in Oakland college, and was a soldier in the Confederate army, serving in the 
cavalry throughout the entire war. He was captured and in prison at the time of the sur- 
render. After his return, he was for a time, professor of mathematics in Oakland college, 
and later in the Huntsville (Texas) college.. 

John Henderson, deceased, was born in Bridgeton, Cumberland county, N. J., 
February 28, 1795, and was a son of a native Scotchman. At an early age he was left an 
orphan, but through his own efforts he acquired a good elementary education. The first 
business in which he engaged was trading, or flatboating, on the Mississippi river, and his 
leisure time on these voyages was occupied in reading Blackstone. He was finally enabled 
to enter the law school of Cincinnati, Ohio, and at an early day came to Natchez, Miss., 
where he was joined by S. S. Boyd and 8S. S. Prentiss on landing, thus beginning a friend- 
ship that continued without intermission during the continuance of their lives. Boyd & 
Prentiss remained in Natchez, but he proceeded thence to Woodville, Wilkinson county, Miss., 
where he at once assumed a leading position in the legal profession. He soon became 
famous as a pleader and orator, and won a state and national reputation. It was while 
here that he was married a second time to Mrs. Louisa A. Post, nee Fourniquet, in 18380, 
his first wife having died before he came to Mississippi. About the year 1537 he moved 
to Bay St. Louis on the gulf coast of Mississippi, and two years later located at Pass 
Christian. He aided very materially in the development and growth of this place, and 
much of its present prosperity is due to his foresight and generous efforts. In 1840 he 
was elected United States senator, and served six years, after which he resumed his practice 
and stood second to no member of the Southern bar. Daniel Webster said of him that he 
was the greatest land lawyer in the United States. -In the official report of the resolutions 
of the bar of the supreme court of Mississippi upon his death, is found the following 
tribute to him: ‘‘In the legal and political career of their brother, the bar have presented 
a striking instance of the honors and rewards which, in a free government, await every 
individual who brings to the discharge of his duties earnest and persevering industry, high 
moral courage, and a faithful adherence to the principles of honor and integrity in his 
dealing with mankind. Thirty years ago the deceased came to Mississippi a stranger and 
unknown, without wealth, without influential friends and without the advantages which 
early mental training and discipline confer upon every one in the race of life; but by 
patient industry, unwearied application, punctilious honor and the faithful performance of 
his obligations to society, both as a lawyer and a man, he attained eminent rank among 
the members of the bar and a prominent and distinguished position as a politician in the 
state. The members of the bar of this court point with pride to his career as a happy 
illustration of the influence of American institutions upon the hfe and character of the 
citizens; and in the decease of their brother have lost one of the most eminent and dis- 
tinguished among them.” Mr. Henderson died at Pass Christian on the 15th of Septem- 
ber, 1857. He had two sons who survived him: John Henderson, Jr., who died in 1866, 
leaving two sons, John L. Henderson, a real-estate agent and abstractor of land titles, and 
Louis F. Henderson, an eminent botanist, both residing in Olympia, state of Washington. 
Elliot Henderson, a son by the second marriage, is the only son now living. The early strug- 
gles of Mr. Henderson made him tender and considerate to the poor and oppressed. It was 
this feeling that prompted him to espouse the cause of the young republic of Texas, and it 


was mainly through his unceasing efforts in behalf of this struggling young nation that it 
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was finally annexed to the United States, and its freedom assured. And again, when Gen. 
Narcisso Lopez made an appeal in behalf of the oppressed people of Cuba to Mr. Henderson, 
he found a sympathetic listener and an open purse. Together, they inaugurated the first expedi- 
tion to Cuba against Spain, under the command of Lopez, Mr. Henderson nearly bankrupt- 
ing his private fortune in the undertaking. For this act he was indicted, arrested and tried 
at New Orleans. He was prosecuted by the United States district attorney, Thomas A. 
Hunton, assisted by the brillant Judah P. Benjamin, afterward attorney-general of the 
Confederate states,sand subsequently queen’s counsel in England. Mr. Henderson defended 
himself, and the jury, standing eleven to one for acquittal, the government dropped the case. 
Elliot Henderson, his only surviving son, was born in Woodville, Wilkinson county, Miss., 
January 9, 1833. He received his early education in Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. 
While opposed to secession, he espoused the Confederate cause as soon as Mississippi severed 
her connection with the government of the United States, and he at once enlisted in company 
A, Hampton’s cavalry, and served faithfully on active duty till the termination of the war. 
He then took up the study of law, and was admitted to the bar in 1868, since which time he 
has been actively engaged in practice. He was state senator for the seacoast district for the 
sessions of 1882 and 1884, and was a member of the constitutional convention of 1890. He 
has been mayor of Pass Christian, where he resides, for five years, and has used his best 
efforts in building up home interests. He was married in 1875 to Miss Fanny G. Hewes, a 
daughter of William G. Hewes, of New Orleans, who established the Bank of America in said 
city, and who was one of the first presidents of the Morgan railroad, and was a well-known 
and successful merchant of that place. 

Hon. William Gaston Henderson, Handsborough, Harrison county, Miss., collector of 
customs, Pearl River district, Miss., was born in Milton, Caswell county, N. C., August 3, 
1828, and is a son of Alexander and Mary (Wallace) Henderson. He is a lineal descendant 
of a long line of eminent lawyers and judges in North Carolina, and seems to be a natural 
judge. He is fine looking and genial, and dignified in his manners and extensively popular 
with all parties. His parents were natives of New Berne, N. C., and emigrated to Mobile, 
Ala., in 1838, where the mother died the following year. The father was a farmer by occu. 
pation, but for several years was engaged in the commission business. His planting interests 
were extensive, and he owned some bank stock in North Carolina, and was cashier and presi- 
dent of the Milton bank. He died in 1843, near Kingston, Tenn., while on a journey from 
North Carolina to Mobile. There were twelve children in the family, two of whom are living: 
Mrs. L. H. Glenn, of Memphis, Tenn., and William Gaston Henderson. He is the youngest 
son, and at the death of his mother, in 1839, he went to Holly Springs, Miss., to live with 
his brother-in-law, Judge Joseph W. Chalmers. Hé remained there until 1843, and then 
returned to North Carolina, making his home with his brother-in-law, Rawley Galloway. 
He attended school until he was sixteen years of age, and then began teaching. He followed 
this vocation for about one year, and at the end of that time took up the study of law under 
Judge R. M. Pearson, chief justice of the supreme court of North Carolina. For two years 
he was tuter to the Judge’s children, giving this service for his board and tuition fee. He 
obtained a license from the supreme court of North Carolina to practice in the county and 
superior courts, and in 1851 he removed to Aberdeen, Miss., where he formed a partnership 
with Col. R. O. Reynolds. He continued there until 1858, when he went to Okolona, Miss., 
practicing his profession there until 1869. When the Civil war broke out he enlisted in the 
Chickasaw Rangers’ cavalry company, and served as first lieutenant for one year. Upon the 
reconstruction of the army of Virginia in 1862 he was elected captain of company B, Jetf 
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Davis legion, and served under J. B. Stewart and Wade Hampton. He served as captain 
until June 21, 1863, when he received a gunshot wound which proved a very serious thing; 
he was obliged to go upon crutches two years. For gallantry on the field he was promoted 
by the Confederate congress to the rank of major. In 1864 he was transferred from the 
Virginia army to Forrest’s cavalry as major and lieutenant-colonel of the Fifth Mississippi 
eavalry. About the close of the war he was put on the board of examiners for the promotion 
of officers. At Columbus, Miss., under an act of the Confederate congress of 1562 he was 
awarded a medal and placed on the roll of honor in acknowledgment of his gallantry in the 
field. There were but two Mississippi regiments in the Gettysburg campaign receiving this 
reward. After the cessation of hostilities he resumed his practice in Okolona, Miss., and 
resided there until 1869. In that year he went to Mississippi City, and formed a partuer- 
ship with Judge George Wood. In 1870 he was appointed chancellor of the first chancery 
court district of Mississippi, by Governor Alcorn, serving four years. This was done through 
his friends and not by his own solicitation. In 1875 he was reappointed by Governor Ames, 
but was thrown out under the reconstruction of 1876. After serving two years and leaving a 
splendid record for sound legal judgment, having only been reversed by the supreme court 
in six years three times, he again took up his professional work at Mississippi City, and ia 
1878 was appointed collector of customs of Pearl River district, by President Hayes. He 
was reappointed by President Arthur, and in 1885 he was thrown out by President Cleve- 
land. Returning to the bar, he was engaged in practice until 1859. June 26th of that year, 
he was appointed by President Harrison to the office he now so ably fills. He has been very 
suecessful in bis profession, and has discharged the duties of the various oflices he held with 
ability, fidelity and excellent judgment. In 1855 he was married to Miss Dona, daughter of 
Major David Hubbard, a prominent politicianof northern Alabama. Four children of this 
union are living: Mrs. Laura Fowler, Dona, wife of Willian Liddle; Mary W. and William 
G., Jr., having lost their eldest son, David Hubbard, in 1875. Mr. Henderson was nominated 
by the republicans of the sixth congressional district of Mississippi, to represent them in 
congress, but he declined to make the race on account of ill health. 

George E. Herndon was born in Elbert county, Ga., on the 25th of June, 1819, a son of 
Michael Herndon, a native of the Old Dominion, in which state he successfully tilled the 
soil until his death, in 1857. He was united in marriage to Miss Sarah J. Seale, who died 
in 1838 or 1839. Soon after the death of his mother George E. Herndon left the parental 
roof to seek his own fortune, and, although he had received a limited early education, he was 
naturally bright and intelligent, and being also energetic he was well calculated to fight the 
battle of life successfully. He came to Lowndes county, Miss., in the fallof 1839, and here 
began overseeing on a plantation, a calling he followed for five years. He then purchased a 
plantation of his own, on which he lived for about four years, then followed the calling of an 
overseer until 1865. He then once more returned to his plantation, the tilling of which 
occupied his attention up to 1891, since which time he has resided on his present plantation, 
which comprises four hundred and eighty acres. He is energetic and practical in his 
methods of doing business, and is the soul of honesty aud truth in all his transactions. He 
was married in 1844 to Miss Louisa Copeland, who died in 1855, having borne three children: 
Charley Scott who died in 1867, Sarah Elizabeth, and Joseph A. Mr. Herndon’s second 
union was to Miss Ann E. Wolfington, and was consummated in December, 1856. Her 
parents were David Wolfington and Miss Annie McIntyre, of Scotch descent. During the Civil 
war Mr. Herndon was first in the state service, and after participating in the siege of Vicks- 
burg, he was detailed to obtain provisions, which he did. He then returned to his old home, 
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but was again detailed to raise supplies for the Southern troops. He has been a resident of 
Lowndes county for over half a century, and is deeply attached to the home of his adoption, 
and has identified himself with every worthy interest of this section. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, is a democrat in politics, and in 1S6S—9 served as supervisor of 
the county, in which capacity he was faithful to the interests of his county. 

Hon. Joseph P. Henry, M. D., holds first rank among the professional men of Green- 
wood, Le Flore county, Miss., and is entitled to a space in this volume. He was born in 
Colerain, N. C., November 19, 1824. His grandfather, the Rev. Robert Henry, was a native 
of Colerain, Ireland, and was educated in that country. He emigrated at an early day to the 
United States, and settled in Virginia. Thence he removed to North Carolina, and settled 
in Bertie county, where he reared his family. Robert Henry, Jr., the father of Joseph P., 
grew to manhood in Bertie county, and there married Miss Sarah Thomas, a native of North 
Carolina, and a daughter of a well-known family in that community. He was a large planter 
‘and held a position of much prominence in his county. He died in 1834, his wife surviving 
him until 1852. There wa’ a family of eleven children, but two of whom survive: Dr. P. T. 
Henry, of Kittrell, Vance county, and Dr. Joseph P. Henry. The latter passed the first 
eighteen years of his life in his native county, and was then sent to college by his éuardian. 
He became a student at Water Forest, a Baptist college of North Carolina, and acquired a 
thorough literary education. He then went to Raleigh, N. C., where he studied medicine 
under the preceptorship of Dr. Charles E. Johnson, a physician of note in that city. In 
October, 1847, he went to New York city, and there began a course of medical studies, under 
the direction of Dr. Whittaker, who afterward became a professor and lectured in one of 
the medical colleges. Dr. Henry remained with Dr. Whittaker in study and practice until 
1850, when he removed to Mississippi, and made a permanent location at Greenwood. In 
the practice of his profession he has won not only a reputation as a skilled practitioner, 
but has proven himself one of the most humane and generous beings. During the yellow- 
fever epidemic of 1853, and again in 1855, he stood by the sufferers, nursed the sick and 
buried the dead. Again, during the late Civil war, he remained stanch, firm and true, giving 
his professional service and ready sympathy to the people of Greenwood and the surround- 
ing country. Let it not be supposed that this heroism has been forgotten, as many yet living 
hold the Doctor in grateful remembrance for the aid he rendered in their hour of trial and 
affliction. In addition to his professional interests, the Doctor has a large landed estate. 
_He ha; over one thousand acres under cultivation, and about thirty two hundred acres in a 
wild state. This land is in one body and lies within the borders of Le Fiore county. 
Alihough he came empty-handed to his new Southern home, by his wide practice and excel- 
lent business management he is now the owner of a fortune. December 24, 1857, Dr. Henry 
was united in marriage to Mrs. L. H. Jackson, a daughter of Joseph Dittoe. Mrs. Henry 
was born in Amite county, Miss., was reared and educated in Grenada, Miss. The Doctor 
has taken quite an extensive interest in local politics. He was a leading member of the whig 
party before the war, but since that time he has been identified with the democratic party. 
He was elected representative from Le Flore county in 1856, serving one term in the state 
legislature. He has ever striven earnestly and diligently for the welfare of his county, has 
been liberal with his means in supporting public measures, and is looked upon as one of the 
most progressive citizens. He and his estimable wife have reared two orphan children, one 
of whom is now the wife of A. M. Craig, a leading merchant of Greenwood, a full sketch of 
whom is published in this history; the other child, the daughter of a deceased brother, is 
now being educated at Salem, N. C. 
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Robert Hiram Henry. One of the most potent powers of modern civilization is the 
press. It enters every town and hamlet, and opens broad its pages of knowledge. No place is 
so remote, where civilization dwells, that it does not find an entrance. It is the great edu- 
cator of the masses, and to it they turn for instruction and amusement. A journal conducted 
by an intelligent, honest, conscientious and liberal editor, is far reaching in its influence for 
good. It is one of the noblest of callings, and one in which there is an extensive field of 
usefulness. So thought Robert H. Henry, when he determined to be a journalist and have 
a newspaper of his own. Mr. Henry, of Jackson, Miss., journalist, manager, and one of the 
proprietors of the Clarion-Ledger, was born May Lo, 1851, near Hillsboro, Seott county, Miss., 
to Patrick and Mary A. (Chambers) Henry, the latter being natives of Alabama, and emigrated 
to Mississippi at an early day. Mr. Henry settled in Monroe county, and Miss Chambers in 
Scott county. They subsequently met, a mutual attachment was formed, and they were mar- 
ried in 1850. The Henry family were from Virginia, and were connected with the distin- 
guished Patrick Henry, of Revolutionary fame. Mr. Henry was a farmer and contractor, 
and by his wife became the father of six children: Robert H., Catherine, Thomas M., Will- 
iam A., Mary V. and Anna L. Mary (who was married to Albert Robertson) and Catherine 
are dead. Anna married Jefferson Montgomery. The second marriage of Patrick Henry 
was to Miss Callie Story, who bore him two children: Pattie and Honoure. When of suffit 
cient age, Robert H. was sent to the village school at Hillsboro, but at the age of fifteen, 
upon his parents’ removal to Forest, he entered school at that place, which he attended for 
about a year and a half. At the end of this time he entered the office of the Forest Register, 
to learn the art of printing and to study for the journalistic profession. He remained with 
the Register for one year, when he went to Brandon, and engaged with the Republican, on 
which paper he served for three years. In 1871 he left the Republican, and going to New- 
ton, Miss., commenced his career as journalist by establishing the Newton Ledger. This 
paper was issued every Thursday, and in politics was democratic. After continuing the 
Ledger at Newton for four years, he, in 1875, removed to Brookhaven, where he purchased 
the Citizen, and conducted it with his paper under the name of the Brookhaven Ledger. He 
continued the publication of this paper for eight years, with eminent success. - In 1883 he 
removed to Jackson, and purchased the Comet, which he merged into the State Ledger, con- 
tinting its publication with fair success. 

In 1886 Mr. Henry became a candidate for state printer, and was elected after a very 
hard and exciting contest. With the aid of this office, the financial condition of the Ledger 
was much improved, and its suecess largely increased. In 188S the State Ledger was con- 
solidated with the Clarion, owned by Col. J. L. Power, and is now published under the name 
of the Clarion-Ledger. During this year Mr. Henry was reélected to the office of state 
printer, and in 1890 was the third time honored with this office, defeating the most powerful 
combination ever organized in the state, a great compliment to the eflicient and honest man- 
ner in which he had discharged his duties. This was one of the most stubborn contests ever 
held in Mississippi for any position, and attracted attention from every part of the state. 

In January, 180, Mr. Henry made the venture with a daily paper, which, like all his 
newspaper enterprises, proved a success. In truth, Mr. Henry is justly regarded as the most 
successful newspaper man in Mississippi. 

In 1884 he was a delegate to the national convention at Chicago which nominated 
Cleveland, and was the author of the resolutions passed by that convention, in honor of Tilden 
and Hendricks. Mr. Vilas, who was chairman, appointed a committee of one member from 
each state, designating Mr. Henry as chairman, to present the resolutions in person to Mr, 
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Tilden. In the discharge of this honorable commission, he proceeded, with the committee, 
September 3, 1884, to New York, where he was met by Mr. W. M. Whitney and escorted 
aboard Mr. Tilden’s private yacht, the Viking, in which, with the committee, he sailed up 
the historic Hudson to Yonkers, to the sage of Grayston’s private residence. Mr. Tilden, at 
this time, was quite feeble, and only the chairman of the committee was presented to him. 
Mr. Henry had a very pleasant interview with Mr. Tilden, and presented the resolutions and 
a carefully prepared and appropriate address, which Mr. Tilden responded to in suitable 
terms. After Mr. Cleveland was inaugurated, Mr. Henry received the appointment of 
national bank examiner for Texas, New Mexico and Arizona, which position he held until he 
was elected state printer, when he resigned the former office. He was a delegate to the 
national convention which nominated Hancock, in 1880, and wes one of the reading clerks at 
the last democratic national convention at St. Louis, in 1888. 

The Clarion, which was consolidated with the Ledger, in 1858, was estsblished in 1837, 
and is the oldest continuous newspaper in the state. The Clarion- Ledger, as now published, 
is the product of Mr. Henry’s perseverence, energy, experience, knowledge of journalism and 
the art of printing. It is the official journal of the democratic party, has a larger circulation 
than any Mississippi paper, and is one of the most complete newspaper plants of the éountry. 
It is an ably conducted paper, clean, bright, and instructive in its pages, prompt in furnish- 
ing the news of the day, broad and liberal in its discussion of the topics of the time, and 
devoted to the interests of the state, the party it represents, and its numerous patrons. 

Mr. Henry is truly a self-made man. His parents being poor, were unable to give him 
a classical education or furnish him with the means to begin business. Thus thrown upon 
his own resources at an early age, he owes his success in life to his untiring energy, persever- 
ance and ambition. While carrying out, unaided, his ambitious projects, he was not selfish, 
but generously assisted his brothers and sisters in their education, his mother dying the first 
year of his marriage. He was married November 22, 1871, at Brandon, to Ida W., daughter 
of Thomas H. Johnson, of that place. There has been born to them seven children: Robert 
H., Jr., Thomas P., Mary W., Annie L., Miller C., Ida V. and Houston H., all of whom are 
living, with the exception of Annie and Houston. 

William H. Hendrick, of the firm of Hendrick & Wilds, liverymen and mule dealers of 
Natchez, was born in Jessamine county, Ky., in 1522, and although but a recent arrival 
in the beautiful town of Natchez he has won the confidence and esteem of all by bis 
courteous manners, fair dealing and general integrity. He and family stand very high 
socially. Mr. Hendrick’s father, Joseph W., was born and reared in Hanover county, Va., 
and soon after the war he went to southern Kentucky, thence to Jessamine county, Ky., where 
his death occurred. He was a self-made man, was quite wealthy, and was moral, honest and 
industrious. He married Miss Mary Tillman, who also died in Jessamine county. Their 
family consisted of four sons and four daughters, two of whom are now able Presbyterian 
ministers in Kentucky: James P. and John T., both of whom were educated at Danville, Ky.; 
another son, the subject of this sketch, William H., was educated in the common schools of 
Kentucky, and until his removal to Natchez, Adams county, in 1852, he followed farming and 
stockraising with marked success. He has made a specialty of buying and selling mules all 
his life, and few are better judges of that animal than he. He still continues that business 
quite extensively, and makes the livery business a secondary matter. He owns two of the 
best livery barns in Natchez besides a fine residence property. Like his father, Mr. Hendrick 
has made all his property by his own exertions, and is one of the shrewd, experienced busi- 
ness men of the place. He is a genial and pleasant gentleman to meet, and is a devout 
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Christian. He has been married three times, first to Miss Elizabeth Howe, a native of the 
blue grass regions of Kentucky, who died in that state, leaving six children, four now living: 
one in Kansas City, one in Chicago and two in Kentucky. Mr. Hendrick’s second marriage 
occurred in 1861 to Miss Susan Stockwell, of Natchez. She died while on a visit to New 
Orleans after the war, and his third marriage was with Mrs. Fannie (Bradley) Boutura, a 
native of Henry county, Ky., who came to Natchez with her parents when a girl, and was 
there married to Mr. Boutura. Mr. Hendrick resided in. his native county until about 
twenty-one years of age, and then went to Fleming county, Ky., and there resided until his 
removal to Natchez, Adams county, Miss., in 1882. He has been a member of the I. O. O. 
F. since attaining his majority, also a Mason for many years, and is now a member of 
Andrew Jackson lodge of Natchez. He and wife are prominent members of the Presby- 
terian church in that city. 

W. F. Herrin, manager of the Pascagoula Lumber company of Moss Point, is a native 
of the state of Alabama, and was reared in the section which was then Macon county. Until 
he was eighteen years of age he was employed ona farm. Not being desirous of following 
agricultural pursuits all his life, he went to Florida and investigated the lumber resources of 
that state. In 1874 he came to Moss Point, Miss., as a lumber inspector, a position which he 
filled for different firms until.1$56. The Pascagoula Lumber company, recognizing his, 
ability acquired from years of experience, made him manager of their establishment. They 
have a capital stock of $100,000, and own two mills; they employ about two hundred men, 
and do an immense business, their annual output being twenty-five million feet of lumber, 
which they ship to all parts of the world. They own ten barges, and keep the mills open all 
the year. They own several thousand acres of pine timber lands, and have been very pros- 
perous and successful. Mr. Herrin is a gentleman who is thoroughly acquainted with the 
minutest details of the business, and has served his employers with a fidelity and loyalty to 
their interests that have won for him their entire confidence. In 1876 he was married to 
Miss Sarah Baird, of Mobile, Ala., and they have had'seven children. Mr. Herrin is a mem- 
ber of the Masonic order, the I. O. O. F., and Knights of Honor. 

S. L. Herring was born in Hinds county, Miss., in October, 1839, the youngest of six 
children born to Samuel and Harriet (Fairchild) Herring, the former a native of South Car- 
olina and the latter of Georgia. Samuel Herring was a carpenter by trade, but farmed the 
greater part of his life, this calling being his occupation at the time of his death in 1843. 
He inherited English blood of his ancestors, who settled in South Carolina at a very early 
period. S. L. Herring attended the common schcols until about the age of eighteen years, 
then took charge of his mother’s plantation, and made his home with her until her death in 
1878, at which time he inherited one hundred and sixty acres of her estate. At different 
times he has added to this land, and of two thousand acres, of which he is now the owner, 
he has about one thousand five hundred acres under cultivation. He raises about three hun- 
dred and twenty bales of cotton each year, seven thousand bushels of corn, and runs two 
cottongins for his own and neighborhood use. He has stock in the Merchants’ National 
bank of Vicksburg, and, with the notes and mortgages which he holds, he has about $20,000 
on deposit. In the first part of the war he enlisted in company C, Third Mississippi, John- 
ston’s army, and took part in all the battles in and around Vicksburg. He was captured at 
Jackson and sent to Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Ind., where he remained until the close of 
the war. During this time he lost all the property he had, with the exception of his land, 
and upon his return home after the war was over he had to commence anew. He made 
hard work and close economy his watchwords, and his untiring efforts have resulted in 
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the accumulation of a handsome competency. He was first married in 1868 to Miss Maggie 
Ragan, but a few months after their marriage his wife died. His second marriage took 
place in 1870 to Miss Sallie Yellowley, a native of Madison county, Miss., by whom he had 
four children: Willie, Edna, Robert and Maud. Mr. Herring has taken much interest in 
educating his children, and is giving them good advantages to become intelligent and useful 
citizens. He and his family are members of the Baptist church, and he belongs to the 
Knights of Honor. 

Jefferson T. Herrington, of the firm of Herrington, Dubose & Hill, dealers in general 
merchandise, cotton, wool and country produce at Ellisville, Miss., was born in Jones county, 
Miss., May 9, 1852, a son of Darling and Martha A. (Walters) Herrington. The father was 
a native of South Carolina and was born in 1812. At an early age he emigrated to Jones 
county, Miss., where he resided until his death which occurred September 17, 1887. The 
mother was born in Jones county, Miss., December 2, 1821. They were married in Jones 
county, and afterward settled near Ellisville, where Mr. Herrington died, Mrs. Herrington 
surviving him and making her home with her children. They were the parents of sixteen 
sons and daughters: Mary E., Jesse, Rebecca, Jackson, Joel and Joseph (twins), Jasper, 
Sallie, Julia A., Jefferson T., Jordon A., Lovina, Morgan H., Martin B., Dicey and’ Darling 
J. Jefferson T., the immediate subject of this sketch, was educated at the home schools 
and at the Rawls’ Springs school, and about 1575 began teaching, which profession he fol- 
lowed during the next five years. While thus engaged, he was married December 27, 1876, to 
Miss Celetta M., a daughter of Benjamin and Margaret (Collins) Bynum, who bore him six 
children: Nora V., Floyd, Beulah P. (deceased), Maud, Thomas J. (deceased), and Bessie. 
Mrs. Herrington was born in Jones county, Miss., in October, 1853. In March, 1878, Mr. 
Herrington purchased land ten miles north of Ellisville, upon which he settled, and was 
engaged in planting until 1883, when he took up his residence in Ellisville, engaging in busi- 
ness here as a member of his present firm, in October, 1SS9. It is due in no small measure 
to Mr. Herrington’s business capacity and devotion to the interests of the concern that it has 
taken such a high rank among the leading mercantile establishments in this part of the state. 
He is a public-spirited man, who, since his residence here, has availed himself of every oppor- 
tunity to assist movements having for their object the building up of the local business inter- 
ests and the good of the community at large. He is a member of the Masonic order and of 
the Knights of Pythias, and he and his wife are members of the Baptist church. 

James R. Herrington, Rio, Kemper county, Miss., was born in Kemper county, Miss., 
May 15, 1839, and is a son of John and Phebe (Bates) Herrington. The father was born in 
Georgia, and was a son of Harvey Herrington. He was reared amid the scenes of his 
birth, and when he left home went to Alabama, where he was married. He then removed to 
Florida, and in 1833 he came to Kemper county, Miss., and entered government land. He 
reared a family of eight children: Elizabeth, Sarah, William H., John A., Hampton J., James 
R., George R. and Joseph A. The father died in Neshoba county in 1874. He was an accepta- 
ble minister of the Baptist church, and a man of broad, publie spirit. The mother of our 
subject was born in South Carolina, and died in Kemper county, Miss., in 1886; she was v 
worthy member of the Baptist church. James R. was reared to the occupation of a planter, 
and received his education in this state. In 1862 he enlisted in company D, Thirty-sixth 
Mississippi volunteer infantry, and participated in some of the most noted of the battles of 
the Civil war. He was wounded at Iuka by a gunshot in the face, the marks of which he ear- 
ries to this day. He was with the army from Resaea to the end of the Georgia campaign; he 
was also in the sieges of Atlanta and Vicksburg; was with Hood in Tennessee, and was at 
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Blakely at the time of the surrender. He was in the service about four years, and was twice 
taken prisoner. Shortly after the close of the war he settled in Kemper county, which he has 
since made his home. He owns fourteen hundred acres of land, of which he cultivates two hun- 
_dred successfully, the balance being timbered land. He also owns a steam-saw, gristmill 
and cottongin. He was married in L861 to Miss Harriet A. Emmons, a daughter of Daniel 
and Eliza (Weather) Emmons, natives of Virginia. Mrs. Herrington is a native of Kemper 
county, Miss., where her parents settled at an early day. Mr. and Mrs. Herrington have had 
born to them twelve children, seven of whom are living: James J., Hampton J., Emma D., 
Thomas J., Samuel E., John A. and Iva C. Those deceased are George R., Eliza. Wiley. R., 
Sallie and Catherine. George R. married and had one child, Iona. James J. married Eliza- 
beth Bankston, and has three children: Robert L., J. J. and Lettie Lee. Hampton J. mar- 
ried Martha Hendon, and they have one child, Lillie. Emma D. married J. E. Ward, and 
they have one child, Ivan. Mr. Herrington is a member of Longstreet lodge No, 268, A. F. 
& A. M., and also belongs to the chapter and council. He is identified with the Farmers’ 
Alliance and votes the democratic ticket. His wife isa member of the Baptist church, and 
he has always been a liberal supporter of movements of both the church and state which have 
for their object the elevation of humanity. 

John T. Hester was born in Copiah county, April 11,1857. His father, Ephriam Hester, 
was ason of Thomas and Martha Hester, both of whom lived and died in North Carolina, 
and he was born in that state August 15, 1813, and was left an orphan at an early age and 
his education in consequence was somewhat limited. He removed with his mother to Rankin 
county about 1S41, and in 1844 removed to Copiah county, where he met and married Miss 
Mary A. Price, a native of Copiah county and who was born in 1827. She was a daughter 
of Charles and Isabel (Bufkin) Price. Her parents were natives of South Carolina, who 
removed to Mississippi about 1820. Ephriam Hester reared four children, named Martha 
A., the wife of L. Q. Wright, of Copiah county; John T., our subject; Isabel, educated at 
Hillman college, the wife of Robert O’Quinn, of Copiah county, and Sallie E., educated at 
Hiilman college, who is unmarried and lives at home. The father was a lifelong planter, and 
he and his wife were members of the Baptist church. He died February 4, 1875, and his 
widow still survives him, living on the old homestead. John T. Hester was educated at the 
common schools in vogue in his youth, near his boyhood home. At the death of his father, 
which occurred before he should have left school, he was compelled to assume control of his 
father’s estate, of which he has been in charge to the present time. In 1IS80 he purchased 
three hundred and twenty acres of land adjoining the old homestead on the north, and two 
years later he purchased two hundred and forty acres more, which is principally woodland. He 
has now about one hundred and seventy acres of that land under cultivation, growing prin- 
cipally corn and cotton. He gives considerable attention to the raising of horses, cattle, hogs 
and sheep. He is also interested in fruit-growing, and has about five thousand trees set out, 
many of which are of a bearing age, including peach, pear, plum and apple trees. He 
does not make cotton his principal crop, but grows corn, oats, potatoes, grasses, peas and 
other things. In {S84 Mr. Hester married Miss Mollie Strahan, a daughter of Dr. William 
and Martha Strahan, and a native of Copiah county. They have three children, named 
William E., Mary A. and John 8. Our subject is of modest bearing, genial, whole-souled and 
hospitable, one of those quiet, unassuming men, who takes great interest in the affairs of 
the community, but makes no boasts, of what he has accomplished. His farm is in a good 
state of cultivation and is well improved and provided with modern conveniences which is 
worthy of note in view of the fact that when he located here it may be truly said he set- 
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tled in the woods. He is a member of the Hazlehurst lodge of Knights of Honor, and is a 
charter member of the Copiah lodge No. 60, Knights of Pythias. 

F. S. Hewes, circuit and chancery clerk, Harrison county, Miss., was born in New Orleans, 
La., May 25, 1530, and is a son of William G. Hewes. His father emigrated from Massachusetts, 
his native state, to Louisiana in 1818, and settled in New Orleans. He wasa merchant and 
was president of two banks, the Commercial bank and the Bank of America, and of the New 
Orleans & Opelousas railroad. He died in 1861.) The mother of our subject was a native of 
England, and her maiden name was Maria Kentlearle. F.S. Hewes was brought up in 
New Orleans, and spent part of his school days there, and a part in Mississippi, he went to 
California in 1849, overland, and remained there about five years. He was associated with 
his father in business for several years, and became familiar with the exact methods which 
had insured his father’s suecess. In 1861 he enlisted in company H, Third Mississippi vol- 
unteer infantry, and served until the surrender. When the war was ended he went to Pass 

Yhristian and embarked in the lumber business, running a sawmill in connection with it. In 
1875 he was elected to the office of chancery and circuit clerk, and has held it continuously 
since, having been elected for five terms, four times without opposition. He has discharged the 
duties of the office with fidelity and ability that have won the confidence of the entire com- 
munity. He was married in 1856 to Miss Cora 8. Newton, and eleven children were born of 
the union, all of whom are living. His second marriage was to Mrs. Fannie Laun, daughter 
of Gen. Wirt Adams, and they have four children. Mr. Hewes is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity and is deeply interested in that body. He is a citizen thoroughly loyal to home 
enterprise, and has always contributed to those movements which had for their object the » 
elevation of society. 

Hon. Samuel Hickman, a prominent farmer, miller, and one of the best citizens of Law- 
rence county, is a resident of Monticello. He was born in Pike county, Miss., in 1827. He 
is a sou of Aaron and Eleanor (Sandifer) Hickman, natives of South Carolina. His father 
came to Mississippi when a young man, with his mother and other members of the family, 
about 1810, and were among the earliest settlers of this state. They located on Topisaw 
creek, now in Pike county, where he grew to maturity, married and engaged in farming. His 
mother died some time between 1835 and 1840; she was a daughter of Faraday Tyler, a 
native of South Carolina. Her husband died in that state previous to the removal to Missis- 
sippi. They had eight children, four of whom were sons, all of whom lived to maturity, and 
all of whom are now dead. The father of our subject was the youngest of these children; 
they all came to Mississippi at the same time, and some of the sons, having been previously 
married, brought their families with them. William Hickman was the eldest, and he and his 
brothers Daniel and Aaron were married. They all located on Topisaw creek, and here they 
lived the remainder of their lives. William served in the War of 1812, under Jackson at New 
Orleans. All were members of the Baptist church. William N. Sandifer, the father of the 
mother of Samuel Hickman, was born in Barnwell district, S. C., in 1802, and came to Mis- 
sissippi with her parents. Her father was a native of South Carolina, who came to this 
county soon after the Hickmans, locating also on Topisaw creek, where he became a planter, 
and where he died in 1550, at a very advanced age. He had a family of four sons and two 
daughters, all of whom lived to maturity. He was in his time a prominent democrat of the 
old school. The mother of our subject was the next to the youngest in her father’s family 
in the order of birth, and, in common with others of her generation in this locality, had but 
limited educational advantages. Her parents, who were tillers of the soil, removed in 1516 
to a place on Pearl river, where they lived until their deaths. The father died in 1876, aged 
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eighty-six years; the mother died in 1862. Both were members of the Baptist church, and 
the former was in politics a democrat. They had adarge family of children, seven of whom 
were sons and all of whom lived to maturity; four of them are living at the present time: 
Mrs. Faraday Jones is the widow of A. V. Jones; Samuel Hickman; Joshua Hickman served 
during the early period of the late war in the Confederate army; Allie is the wife of Monroe 
Sills and lives in this county; Charles died of typhoid fever; William A. died during the 
war; Jesse, who enlisted in the late war in the army from South Carolina, for service during 
the Civil war, and died at New Orleans of smallpox; Willis died at home; George W. was 
captured during the late war and has never been heard of since; Rebecca became the wife of 
Bird Brister, who survives her; Elizabeth H. was the wife of G. W. Reeves, and she and her 
husband are both deceased; Martha died unmarried. The boyhood of our subject was passed - 
in Lawrence county. His educational advantages were limited, but he attended the Piney 
woods school about three months. Being naturally a lover of books, he has supplemented his 
limited education by general reading, in which he has persisted Curing most of his life. He 
began business life for himself soon after he became of age. Inc[S51 he was married and 
settled on a river below Monticello, Miss., removing to his present place in 1863, where he 
has since resided and engaged successfully in planting, milling, ete. During the year of his 
arrival here he built a sawmill, cottongin and gristmill, which he has operated since an 
which have been not only a source of profit to him, but of great convenience to the surround- 
ing planters. Starting out with no capital, but being possessed of great energy and having 
confined himself closely to business enterprises, he has steadily gained financially until he is 
regarded as one of the well-to-do men of the county. His wife was Miss Amanda J. Smith, 
a native of Lincoln county, Miss., and a daughter of Isaac Smith. Her father was born in 
South Carolina and became a leading planter of Lincoln county, where he died in 1555. His 
wife, who was Miss Sallie Dickerson, was also a native of Mississippi and died some years 
before her husband. To this union five children were born—two sons and three daughters — 
of whom Mrs. Hickman was the youngest and is the only one now living. The others were: 
Tabitha (the wife of Judge Louis Maxwell, both of whom are now dead), Martin, Derrell, 
Dennon are all deceased. Her father married for his second wife Miss Lewis, by whom he 
‘had three sons and four daughters who are living and one child who is dead. Mrs. Hickman 
was reared and educated in what is now Lincoln county, making her home with John Dick- 
erson until her marriage with Mr. Hickman. To Mr. and Mrs. Hickman have been born five 
children, one of whom is deceased. Of these Isaac A. is a merchant in Monticello and a lead- 
ing planter of this county, who is married and has three children; Jesse W. lives near Vicks- 
burg, where he is engaged in planting; Sallie A., one of the brightest, most beautiful and 
accomplished young ladies of Lawrence county, was recently married to Dr. T. H. Butler, a 
prominent physician and son of H. D. and R. J. (Longino) Butler; William C. is living in Texas, 
and Samuel D., who died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Hickman have one of the pleasantest 
homes in the county, and are noted for their hospitality and their charity, and are held in the 
highest regard by all who knowthem. During all his hfe Mr. Hickman has not only devoted 
his personal attention to his business interests, but with willing hands has himself taken hold 
to assist in whatever work was to be done. This fact, taken in connection with his ability 
and business management and the high reputation and unlimited credit which his well-known 
honor and integrity have given him, accounts for his great suecess in life. In politics he is 
a democrat. In 1861 he was elected a member of the police board. In 1882 he was elected 
to represent his county in the legislature. He is exceptionally well posted on the political 
history of our country, and is conversant with the leading topics of the day. He is a member 
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of Eastern Star lodge No. 76, A. F. & A. M, of Monticello, and he and his wife are members 
of the Baptist church. 

Allen M. Hicks, Myrleville, Miss., one of the most popular officials Yazoo county has 
ever known, was born in Maury county, Tenn., June 5, 1835, and is a son of George and 
Julia A. (Gantt) Hicks, natives of Virginia and Maryland, respectively. The father was a 
merchant by occupation, and did some ministerial work in the Methodist Episcopal church. 
From 1843 to 1847 he represented Neshoba, Attala and Leake counties in the senate of Mis- 
sissippi, and he also represented Leake county in the legislature. He removed to Yazoo 
county in 1847, and died the following year. The mother died of yellow fever, in 1853. 
They reared a family of ten children, of whom the subject of this notice is the only surviving 
member. Mr. Hicks spent his school days at Oxford university, but he was compelled to 
give up his college course in the junior year, on account of poor health. In his nineteenth 
year he began farming on the plantation where he has since resided. During the late Civil 
war, he was for two years in the commissary department, ‘as his health would not permit of 
his going into more active service. Politically, he is identified with the democratic party, 
whose policy he has always zealously supported. He was elected to the. state legislature in 
1875, and was reélected in 1877 and 1879. In 1881 he was appointed county superintendent 
of education, which office he held until 1859, when he resigned, having been elected to the 
state senate, a position which he still holds. During the time he was superintendent of edu- 
cation he gave universal satisfaction, both to teachers and patrons, and is held in kindest 
remembrance by all with whom he eame in contact. In 1859 he joined the Masonic order, in 
which he has risen to a high degree and attained considerable prominence. He has been 
junior grand warden of the grand lodge of Mississippi, and deputy grand master; for the 
past ten years he has held the office of D. D. G. M. ».% was master of the county grange 
during the palmy days of that organization, and for one year was overseer of the state 
grange. He is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, and is one of the directors of the alliance 
manufacturers. In all these various positions he has shown marked executive ability, and a 
fitness for public business, which the people cf Yazoo county have not been slow to recognize. 
Mr. Hicks was united in marriage, in Yazoo county, Miss., in 1861, to Miss Martha Bostick, 
a daughter of Capt. Ferd Bostick, one of Mississippi’s most gallant soldiers, who fell at Mal- 
vern, near Richmond, Va. Mr. and Mrs. Hicks have had born to them four children: Addie 
J., wife of W. A. Crouch, deceased; Lillie B., wife of H. D. Wiley; Mattie D., wife of Dr. 
C. B. Holmes, and Allen G. Mr. Hicks has been one of the important factors in the growth 
of Yazoo county, and to him is due much credit for the phenomenal progress made since the 
days of the war. 

Joseph G. Hicks, M. D., of Warren county, Miss., was born in Vicksburg in IS41, and 
comes of excellent stock. His parents Joseph T. and Mary M. (Cowen) Hicks, were born in 
North Carolina and Mississippi respectively, the former inheriting English blood of his 
ancestors and the latter English and Irish blood. The paternal great-grandfather brought 
with him to this country his coat of arms, having belonged to a very aristocratic family of 
his native land, and after reaching America settled in Rhode Island, where he resided until 
his death. His son, the grandfather of Dr. Hicks, removed to North Carolina, where he 
turned his attention to planting and reared his family. He was quite successful in his opera- 
tions, acquired considerable property and died prior to the war with Mexico. The father of 
Dr. Hicks was educated in Virginia and became a leading resident of his state. He moved 
to Vicksburg about 1538, and until his death, in 1841, was a prosperous planter. His widow 
survived him until 1587, when she, too, passed away. Dr. Joseph G. Hicks was their only 
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child. He received his rudimentary education in the schools of Vicksburg and at the age of 
fourteen years entered St. James’ college of ‘Washington county, Md., in which institution he 
remained one term. He then completed his junior term in Hampton-Sidney college of 
Virginia and when eighteen years of age began attending a commercial college of New Orleans, 
from which institution he graduated in 1860. Upon the opening of the Civil war he joined 
company A, Twenty-first Mississippi infantry, but was put upon the retired list on account of 
ill health and afterwards joined Cowan’s battery and was made sergeant of company G, First 
regiment, Mississippi artillery. He participated in the following battles: Baker’s ereck, 
Jackson, Miss., Dalton, Resaca, besides numerous engagements of less note. Just after the 
battle of New Hope church he was wounded in the right hand by a sharpshooter, was placed 
on the retired list and was left at Jackson, Miss. At the close of war he returned home 
broken in health, and a financial bankrupt with the exception of his plantation, which had 
been laid waste. He set to work at once to repair the damage done and until 1869 was engaged 
in planting. He then entered the medical department of Tulane university of New Orleans, 
in which he remained during the sessions of 1869-70, and 1S70-71 attended the Lonis- 
ville medical college, where he graduated. He then returned to his home and upon the 
old homestead entered upon the practice of his profession. It has for many years been 
extensive and lucrative, but of late years he has almost wholly devoted his attention to plant- 
ing, being the owner of four hundred and eighty acres of land, with about three hundred 
acres under cultivation, on which is raised annually from seventy-five to one hundred bales 
of cotton. He is a member of Bovina lodge No. 112, of the A. F. & A. M.,in which order 
he is an active member. He is fine looking, is a talented and intellectual gentleman and is 
perfectly honorable in all his business transactions. He is unmarried. | 

Robert H. Hicks, chancery and circuit clerk of Greenwood, Le Flore county, Miss., was 
born in Lauderdale county, Ala., May 26, 1538. Dr. John C. Hicks, his father, was a native 
of Virginia; he was a man of superior ability, and acquired a fine education in his profession. 
When a young man he went to Tennessee, and was married in Nashville, to Anna N. Waters, 
a native of Maryland; however, she had been reared and educated in Nashville. Dr. Hicks 
settled in northern Alabama at an early day, and was engaged in the practice of his profession 
there for a number of years. In 1837 he removed to Mississippi, and located in what is now 
Carroll county; here he resumed his professional work, and also gave some attention to 
planting up to the time of his death, which occurred in August, 1865. He had long been 
identified with the history of Carroll county, having settled there when it was a part of Sun- 
flower county; he was the first probate clerk of the latter county, and was highly esteemed 
throughout the community. He was a soldier in the War of 1S12, and was a member of Gen- 
eral Jackson’s staff. Mrs. Hicks survived her husband several years; she passed away about 
the year 1875. She was a sister-in-law of Dr. Robinson, of Nashville, who was said to be the 
first white male child born in that city. Robert H. Hicks, son of the above, is one of a family 
of four sons and three daughters, who grewto mature years. The eldest brother, Dr. Bernard 
Hicks, is deceased; John W. is a merchant in Greenwood; D. W. is a planter in northern 
Alabama. Robert H. spent his youth in Carroll county; he attended the Wesleyan university 
at Florence, Ala., and there received a good education. After finishing his studies he clerked 
for a time, and also was interested in planting. In April, 1861, he entered the Confederate 
army, enlisting in the Eleventh Mississippi infantry; he served watil the close of the war: he 
participated in the battle of Seven Pines, the seven days’ fight around Richmond, was at 
Gettysburg and Sharpsburg, and the principal engagements in northern Virginia; he was 
paroled at Appomattox, Va., and after the close of the war he returned to Carroll county. 
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Soon after he came to what is Le Flore county, and for a number of years was clerking at 
Sheppardtown. In April, 1885, he was elected chancery and circuit clerk to fill an unexpired 
term. At the general election in 1SS7 he was reélected to this office, discharging his duties 
with decided ability, and a quick sense of the demands of the position. He is a candidate for 
reélection, and will doubtless win in the race in the fall of 1S91. He is also the treasurer of 
Greenwood, and takes an active interest in the welfare of the city. Mr. Hicks was married 
in Carroll county, Miss., August 1S, 1S68, to Miss Phie Merrell, daughter of the Hon. J. W. 
S. Merrell. Mrs. Hicks was born, reared, and educated in Carroll county. She is the mother 
of seven children: Robert H., Jr., Mary Belle, Bernard, Waters, Luey, Abce, and Rosa Lee. 
The parents are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and are active workers in all 
movements for the advancement of the public interests. Mr. Hicks is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, and also belongs to the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of Honor. 
Dr. J. A. Hill, Craigs, Yazoo county, Miss., was born in York county, 8. C., in 1S16, 
and is a son of Solomon and Nancy (Cabeen) Hill. Col. William Hill, his grandfather, 
was a soldier in the war of the Revolution. His father spent his life in South Carolina, and 
died there in 1826. The mother survived until 1852, passing away in Yazoo county, Miss. 
There were eight children in the family, of whom the Doctor was the fourth and is the only 
surviving member: W. Randolph Hill, a man well-known in Yazoo county, died in 1868; 
Thomas died in 1844; Judge A. P. Hill died in Canton, Miss., in 1865; Gen. D. H. Hill died 
in Charlotte, N. C., in 1890; he was a general in the Confederate army. Dr. Hill was edu- 
cated in his native state, but in 1542 he removed to Yazoo county, Miss., and engaged in 
planting. Here he studied medicine, and was graduated from the Louisville Medical college, 
Ky. He practiced two years on Silver creek, and in 1849 when the gold fever swept the 
country he went to California, where he remained until 1862; he was engaged in mining, 
merchandising and irrigation, and also did some medical practice. When he came back to 
Mississippi he settled again on Silver creek, where he has since been carrying on the planta- 
tion in the interest of his brothers’ heirs. He is a member of the Masonic lodge, has always 
taken an active interest in political questions, and has been one of the leading men of tlie com- 
munity. He is the last representative of one of the prominent families of antebellum days. 
Col. James L. S. Hill, a retired planter, has been a resident of Mississippi since 1855, 
but was born in Chester county, S. C., in 1818, a son of Moses B. and Mary (Glenn) Hill, 
the former of whom was also born in Fairfield county, S.C. During his early life he re- 
ceived a good education, and fitted himself for a teacher, which profession he followed the 
remainder of his days, winning an enviable reputation for thoroughness and discipline. In 
connection with this occupation he followed the ealling of a civil engineer, the most of his 
‘vacations being devoted to surveying. To himself and wife a family of four children were 
born: Moses, Mary (deceased), Sarah S. (Gregory), and James L.S. Mr. Hill inherited Irish 
and Scotch blood of his ancestors. His maternal grandfather was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tionary war, as was also his wife’s paternal great-grandfather, both of whom fought bravely 
and well for the cause of the colonists, the former being in the command of General Wash- 
ington. The early life of James L. S. Hill was spent as a clerk in his uncle’s store, in Union 
county, 8. C., after which he went into the mercantile business for himself, but devoted the 
greater part of his attention to planting, to which calling he had been reared, and of which 
he had a thorough, practical knowledge. He has been successful as a financier, and as age 
began to creep upon him he found his means sufficiently ample to permit his retirement from 
the active duties of life, and is now in the enjoyment of a comfortable income. He has a 
beautiful and comfortable residence in Okolona, and here he and his worthy wife dispense a 
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generous hospitality. His fine mental qualities fitted him in an eminent degree for a suc- 
cessful public career, and during the four térms that he was a member of the Mississippi 
legislature he demeaned himself as a legislator of ability, honor, and activity, and was always 
faithful in the discharge of every duty. He also served efficieutly in the capacity of 
sheriff of Chickasaw county for one term. In 1846 he was married to Miss Mary Sartor, 
who died after having borne him three children, all of whom are deceased. His second union 
was to Miss Margaret A. Beaty, of South Carolina, a daughter of Robert and Mary (McKey) 
Beaty, who were of Scotch-Irish descent, and whose fathers were in the Revolutionary war. 
Mr. Hill and his wife are worthy members and liberal supporters of the Methodist Episcopal 
church South, and, in fact, give liberally of their means to enterprises of a worthy nature. 
He has been a member of the Masonic fraternity for about thirty years. He entered the Con- 
federate army as captain of company C, Thirty-first regiment, Mississippi volunteers. 
After about two years of service he returned to his home, and later served on post duty in 
the state troops, holding the office of colonel. His career throughout life has been one of 
usefulness and activity, and he has, and fully deserves, the respect of all who know him. 
Nathan C. Hill, of Ellisville, Jones county, Miss., was born in Smith county, in this 
state, July 26, 1857, and is one of the most prominent men in the town above mentioned. 
His parents were Israel and Mary (Martin) Hill, both natives of Jasper county, Ga., Avhere 
the former was born in 1806, the latter in 1812, and where they were married. Subsequently 
they removed to Alabama, and thence at an early day to Smith county, Miss., where the 
father died in June, 1881, the mother, who still survives him, living in Smith county. They 
became the parents of ten children: Sarah, Caroline, Susan, Mary, Amanda, Elijah, William 
T., Joseph M., Fannie C., and Nathan C.—-the subject of this sketch, and the youngest of 
the family. Mr. Hill was educated in the subscription schools of Smith county, and at 
Neophogen college, at Gallatin, Tenn. In January, 1878, he began reading law with Judge 
KE. Currie, of Raleigh, Miss., and on October 15 of the same year was admitted to the bar, 
having been examined by the following board: Gen. Robert Lowery, Maj. Samuel H. Terral, 
and Judge E. Currie. Immediately after his admittance to the bar Mr. Hill went to 
Paulding, Miss., and began the practice of law, which he continued at that place until 
November, 1880, when he went to Yazoo City, Miss., and there practiced his profession until 
December, 1881. From that time until February, 1883, he was again a resident and a legal 
practitioner at Paulding, and at the date last mentioned came to Ellisville, where he has 
since successfully pursued his professional career. He occupies the first law office built for 
that purpose in Jones county-—a beautiful wooden structure divided into three commodious 
compartments. His large library is unsurpassed for value and completeness by any legal 
library in southern Mississippi. It may be said of Mr. Hill that he has rapidly won his way 
to a high standing in his profession, having acquired an “extensive and quite luerative prac- 
tice, and has gained the highest approbation from his brother practitioners. In connection 
with his law practice he devotes a portion of his time to the business of the firm of Her- 
rington, Dubose & Hill, dealers in general merchandise, cotton, wool, ete., of which he is a 
member. Mr. Hill was married at Raleigh, Miss., January 6, 1879, to Lou Mangum, a 
daughter of James A. Mangum, who has been for thirteen successive years sheriff of Smith 
county. This estimable lady died July 2, 1883, after bearing him two children: Horace and 
Fannie, both of whom are deceased. October 9), S84, Mr. Hill married Hattie D. Gatlin, a 
daughter of Edward Gatlin, who was born at Shubuta, Clarke county, Miss., January 1, 
1865. Mr. and Mrs. Hill have four children: Claude E., Ethel, Nathan C., Jr., and Hattie. 
Mr. Hill is a member of the Masonic order, and he and his wife are communicants of the 
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Baptist church. Mr. Hill has established his reputation for public enterprise and spirit, 
unsurpassed by that of any of his fellow-ditizens, and since his residence here, Ellisville has 
had in him a stanch and trusty friend. 

Phelix J. Hill, Blackland, one of the most enterprising farmers of the county, was born 
in Alabama in 1847, and was next to the youngest of twelve children, five sons and seven 
daughters, born to G. B. and Nancy N. (Hjcks) Hill, both native Virginians. The father was 
a farmer by occupation. He moved from the Old Dominion to Tennessee, thence to Alabama 
and settled on a farm in Lauderdale county, where he continued to cultivate the soil until his 
death in 1852. The mother is still living and makes her home with her son Phelix J. She 
is a worthy member of the Methodist church. Their children were named in the order of 
their births as follows: Thomas J. (resides in Arkansas and has a wife and three children), 
Andrew I. (resides in Prentiss county, Miss., is married and has nine children: Josephine, 
Henrietta, Luther, Fannie, Letha, Wess, Luda, Lelia and Richard), Ellen (widow of William 
English, resides in Texas with her two children: Cordelia G. and Mary A.), Mary (wife of 
Alex. Neley, is the widow of Thomas Bradshaw, by whom she had three children: Minnie, 
Fannie and Ellen), Misniar (wife of B. F. Windham, resides in Arkansas and is the mother 
of twelve children), Nancy A. (wife of William Glover, resides in Prentiss county and is the 
mother of one child, Oscar), Henry (was killed at the first battle of Manassas, and was buried 
on the battletield), William J. (died and left a wife and three children: William, James and 
Polira), Sarah (was the wife of Neal Rodgers and died leaving one child, Henry), Saludy 
(was the wife of Robert Johnson and died leaving five children: Willie, Phelix, Henry, Cor- 
delia and Ida), and Artimissa (died when young). Phelix J. Hill came to Mississippi with 
his mother when a boy, received his education in the common school of that state, and started 
out to fight life’s battles for himself as a farmer. He located on his present property and in 
1867 was married to Miss Margaret P. Windham, a native of Mississippi, born in 1848 and 
the daughter of Sim and Eleanor (James) Windham, whose nine children were named in the 
order of their birth as follows: Simon, Benjamin, Jack, Susan, Anna, Harriet, William 
(deceased), Wess (deceased), and Margaret P. (deceased). To Mr. and Mrs. Hill were born 
four children: Dr. J., William T., Francis A. and Arthur T., all with or near their father. 
After the death of his first wife, or in 1877, Mr. Hill was married to Miss Amanda E. Garner, 
who was born in Mississippi in 1556, and who was one of eleven children born to Garner and 
Phebe E. (Blaylock) Garner. The children were named in the order of their births as fol- 
lows: Mattie, Thomas, Samuel, John, Alonzo, Amanda, Starling, Phoebe, William C., Anna 
L. and Andrew (deceased). By his second marriage Mr. Hill became the father of five chil- 
dren: Jennie, Pink, Horace, Lillie and Milton E., all at home with their parents. Socially 
Mr. Hill is a member of the Knights of Honor. In politics he is a stanch democrat, cast 
his first presidential vote for Horace Greeley, and has voted that ticket ever since. He is a 
supporter of all worthy enterprises, and is one of the representative citizens of the county. 
He owns a large farm, nicely located and well improved. He is a Methodist in his belief and 
his wife is a member of the Baptist church. 

Robert Andrews Hill was born in Iredell county, N. C., on the 25th day of March, 
1811. His paternal grandfather, Robert Hill, and maternal grandfather, James Andrews, 
as well as his grandmothers, were Scotch-Irish, and emigrated from Ireland to Penn- 
sylvania, and from there moved to Iredell and Rowan counties, N. C., at an early day. 
His father, David Hill, and his mother, Rhoda Andrews, were married in 1S04, and con- 
tinued to reside in Iredell county until September, 1816, when they removed, first to Giles 
county and thence to Williamson county, Tennessee, where their son Robert was brought up, 
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and remained until December, [S44. His father was a man of strong intellect, and more 
than ordinary culture for a private and unpretenfing citizen in his day and time. His 
mother was a woman of fine intellect, well read, and of more than ordinary thrift and 
energy. They had but the one son and four daughters, two older and two younger than the 
son. His father settled on a tract of land, heavily timbered, and in clearing it in 1521 
broke down his constitution, from which he never recovered, although he lived until Sep- 
tember, 1843, when he died at his home on the farm he was opening. The only property 
owned by him at the time his health gave way was the little farm, and the usual amount of 
personal property then owned by small farmers. Then the support of the family, consist- 
ing of the father, mother, and seven children, fell on the mother and children, Robert being 
only ten years old, and at that age he commenced plowing, and did all other labor of which 
he was capable. The following year he did all the plowing save three days done by a hired 
man, which produced a sufficiency of corn to support the family, and he so coutinued to 
work until 1831, when be cultivated a small field on Saturday and taught school the balance 
of the week, having rented out the balance of the farm. The only opportunity he had for 
attending school was a few weeks after laying by the crops before fodder pulling, and a few 
weeks before gathering the crops, and a few weeks in the winter, but seldom a wlrole week at a 
time, as he had all the wood to cut and haul, and to cut for the fires, and all the milling td 
do. The schools attended were the most ordinary old fieldschools of that day, with the 
exception of three months spent with a good teacher, which time he devoted to the more 
advanced English studies, and five months to the same teacher in 1832. The balance of the 
education he acquired was at home, aided by his father. No time was spared from his 
books when not at work or attending to other business. He taught school a part of the 
years 1833 and 1834. In 1833 he married Miss Mary Andrews, with whom he has lived until 
the present time, nearly fifty-eight years. In October, 1834, he was elected constable of his 
district, and served until March, 1836, when he was elected Justice of the peace, which office 
he held until December, 1844, when he resigned to enter the practice of the law, for which 
he had no other preparation than that acquired as justice of the peace, which constituted 
him one member of the county court. During the nearly nine years he acted as justice of the 
peace he tried many litigated causes, but only one appeal was taken and that was affirmed. 
He settled in Waynesboro, Wayne county, Tenn., where he formed a partnership in his 
profession with Mr. Elijah Walker, an able lawyer, and afterward for many years circuit 
judge of the district. The firm did a good business until the fall of 1847, when Mr. Hill 
was by the legislature elected attorney-general for the circuit, and two years afterward Mr. 
Walker was elected judge. Mr. Hill was reélected by the legislature in 1853. The mode 
of electing all judicial officers was transferred from the legislature to the people, which took 
effect in 1804. Mr. Hill, being a whig and the district overwhelmingly democratic, was 
defeated by a majority of one hundred and twelve votes. In 1855 he moved to Jacinto, 
Tishomingo county, Miss., and engaged in the practice of his profession in partnership with 
the Hon. John F. Arnold, who was then and had been for a number of years probate judge 
of the county, which partnership continued until Mr. Hill was appointed judge of the united 
courts of Mississippi, the Ist of May, 1S66. 

Tn 1858, Judge Arnold having declined to serve as probate judge any longer, Mr. Hill 
was elected probate judge, and continued to serve as such up to the war, and during the war, 
by the consent of both sides, the duties having nothing to do with the war, and being re- 
stricted to such judicial acts as were proper had no war existed. After the war closed Judge 
Hill was appointed chancellor for his district by Provisional Governor Sharkey, which office 
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he held until appointed to the Federal bench. Though he has never been what is properly 
termed a politician, and never sought political position, he has decided opinions on all pub- 
lic questions, and is strongly attached to our system of national government, so far as it re- 
lates to questions in which two or more states are interested, and holds that those questions 
and subjects in which the people of one state alone are interested pertain alone to the state; 
that each government in its own sphere is supreme; that the power of each emanates from 
the people, by the people and for the people. Hence, it was natural for him to be opposed to 
the attempted withdrawal of his state from the Union, which he opposed as best he could un. 
til the war was commenced, after which he took no part on either side, but addressed 
all his time and efforts to the relief of the distresses produced by the war, irrespective of the 
side to which the parties belonged, being by request a mediator between the military forces 
on both sides and the people until the close of the war. The appreciation of the people of 
his county was manifested by his receiving as a delegate to the constitutional convention 
called by Governor Clarke all the votes of his county save two, which convention, however, 
did not meet, and by his receiving out of a vote of about two thousand all the votes but 
about eighty to the constitutional convention called by Governor Sharkey in 1S65, which met 
and acted, but the acts of which congress did not approve. He was not a candidate in efther 
election. Judge Hill was nominated to the Federal judgeship by President Johnson, who 
knew him personally, and by the earnest request of friends who knew him in Tennessee 
and Mississippi, and especially the request of the Federal officers, with whom he had 
transacted much business on behalf of the citizens of the county in which he lived during 
the war, irrespective of their relations in regard to the war, in the release of prisoners, 
reclamation of property, and other matters, and especially in obtaining permission to 
procure and distribute funds and provisions for the families and widows of Confederate sol- 
diers, and in protecting these supplies when obtained. The Federal army occupied the county 
for two years, or nearly that long. It was mainly through the influence of these officers that 
the Judge’s confirmation was obtained, and especially that of Generals Thomas, Rosecrans, 
Jeff C. Davis, Dodge and Hatch, who gave as a reason why it should be done that he would 
enforce the laws of the United States, but with as httle oppression and hardship as the cir- 
cumstances and the nature of the case would permit; and that he would do justice by and 
give reasonable satisfaction to the people. Such was the advice given to the Judge by Gen- 
eral Thomas after the appointment was made, the General being at the time the military 
commander of the state. The same advice was given at the same time by Chief Justice 
Chase, which was a great relief to the Judge in his new and delicate position. Justice Wayne, 
of Georgia, was at the time assigned to the fifth judicial circuit, of which Mississippi is a 
part, but he soon afterward died, when Justice Chase was temporarily assigned to the cir- 
cuit; but neither ever visited the state or performed any judicial act with regard to it, so that 
Judge Hill was practically without any aid until after the appointment of Judge Woods as 
circuit judge in 1869, who only visited the southern district for the purpose of hearing ap- 
peals once in two or three years, and on a few occasions to sit with Judge Hill, at his request, 
in important cases in which the United States was a party. Justice Bradley, who was as- 
signed to the circuit for a number of years, only visited the state once, and then only to hear 
appeals, and their successors have done no more. The state is divided into two districts, the 
northern and the southern. Judge Hill was district.judge, with the powers of a circuit judge, 
in the northern district, in which no other judge had any jurisdiction until the Ist of May, 
1889, when a circuit court was established, but practically it is as before. It is believed that 
no one judge has passed through such troublous times and met with so many difficult prob 
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lems, with so little aid in their solution, as has Judge Hill, which will be more fully stated 
hereafter. The thirteenth amendment to the constitution of the United States, and the con- 
stitutions of the states which had passed emancipation ordinances, declared the former slaves 


free, but conferred on them no other civil rights, leaving those questions to congress and to 


g 
8 
state legislatures. The colored population in this state thus made free outnumbered the 
white population. The first legislature that convened, unable to foresee, and dreading the 
worst results growing out of the new relations, before then being masters ou the one side 
and slaves on the other, passed a number of acts which, if they had been enforced, would 
have placed the colored man in almost as helpless a condition as he was in when a slave, be- 
ing without the care and protection of his former master, whether that care was the result of 
humanity or self-interest. But, fortunately, before any Federal interference, it was ascer- 
tained that public opinion and humane feeling rendered most of these enactments a dead let- 
ter. But on the 9th day of April, 1866, congress passed over the president’s veto what is 
known as the civil rights act of congress, in effect declaring these acts void and giving to the 
colored population the same civil rights and privileges as those enjoyed by the white popula- 
tion, and imposing severe penalties upon those who should attempt to enforce these object- 
able acts of the legislature. Judge Hill brought with him from Washington a copy of this 
act of congress, and went immediately to the legislature and informed the judiciary commit- 
tee that he believed this act to be constitutional, and that he would feel it his duty to enforce 
it—the jurisdiction to do so. being conferred bythe act of congress upon the Federal 
courts; but that, as its enforcement would intensify the ill feeling between the races, then 
much too bitter, there was an easy way out of the difficulty, and that was for the legislature 
at once to repeal all these laws, when there would be nothing for the act of congress to act 
upon. This the legislature did at once, and there has been but one indictment under the 
law, and in that case upon the proof on the trial the defendant was acquitted; so that this 
first difficulty which met the Judge was happily overcome. On the 2d of March, 1867, con- 
gress passed the bankrupt law, which remained in force for eleven years and gaye the court 
an immense amount of business, and in which the Judge had not only to construe the act it- 
self, but many of the laws of the state not before then construed by the supreme court of 
the state. In 1567 the reconstruction act of congress was passed, which placed the state 
virtually under military control, and prohibited the state judges from issuing the writ of 
habeas corpus, or otherwise interfering with the military commander in causing the arrest of 
citizens and in the disposition of them. The Federal jutge was the only power in the state 
with jurisdiction to interfere with the military power for the relief of the imprisoned citizen, 
which it frequently did and set the prisoner free. Whilst the court declined to hold the aet 
unconstitutional under the existing conditions, yet he held that the act of congress was not 
intended to deprive the citizen of the right to a fair and speedy publie trial, to be informed 
of the accusation against him, to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have com- 
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel in 
his defense, and in case of conviction that he should not be subject to any cruel and unusual 
punishment. Under this act of congress no citizen was made subject to answer for any act 
not made eriminal by the common law or the statutes of the state in force in the state at the 
time the state attempted to withdraw from the Union, on the 9th day of January, 1S61, and 
no punishment could be inflicted under this act except that provided by the laws in force 
annexed as a penalty for their violation. In other words, it was not intended by congress to 
interfere with the constitutional rights of the citizen, only that in a certain class of offenses a 
different forum was provided, composed of military officers of the government, who were sup- 
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posed to be free from local or other prejudeces then existing growing out of the changed con- 
dition of the races. This construction of the act has never been reversed by the supreme 
court of the United States, and can never now be brought in question, as it is in the past. 
Prior to May the 5st, 1S70, there existed in a number of the Southern states, and 
especially in portions of the state of Mississippi, a secret organization known as the Kuklix 
Klan, which was oathbound, with the penalty of death against any of its members who 
should refuse to obey its orders, or who should make known its secrets. These bands so dis- 
guised themselves and their horses that they could not be distinguished. They met in secret 
conelave and planned their operations, determined who should be their vietim, and without 
notice of the charge against them, whipped or killed their victims, black or white, and drove 
others from their homes. They became so powerful that those who disapproved their acts 
were afraid to make it known lest they would fall victims to their lawless pleasure. The 
colored people were most usually their victims. Congress, to arrest this evil, passed what is 
usually called the Kuklux act, more properly the Civil Rights act of IS70, subsequently 
amended by authorizing the president to suspend the habeas corpus in certain eases, and to 
proclaim the military laws in force. Asa matter of self-protection, the colored pegple in 
certain portions of the state were preparing to organize themselves for defense, which, if it 
had been persisted in, would have resulted in a war of races, in which slaughter and destruc- 
tion would have reigned for a time so appalling as to be beyond contemplation. A large num- 
ber of persons were arrested charged with belonging to the klan, and with murders and other 
outrages. The United States military forces were employed in making these arrests, which 
could not have been made otherwise. Indictments were found by the United States grand 
jury. Motions were made to quash the indictments and discharge the prisoners on the 
ground that the act of congress was repugnant to the constitution of the United States. 
The questions arising upon the motions were argued at great length and with great ability 
by able counsel on both sides, and duly considered by the Judge, who was satisfied from the 
information he had obtained that one of three events must take place, and that within a very 
short time, which were: that he must for the time take the jurisdiction, and through the court 
try to stop the lawlessness, or the president would suspend the writ of habeas corpus and 
declare the state to be under military rule, as in the state of South Carolina, or there would 
be a war of races; and believing that with the court he could manage it better than the pres- 
ident with his military force, and that either would he better than a war of the races, 
although entertaining serious doubts with reference to the power of congress, under the con- 
stitution, to confer jurisdiction upon the court to try and punish these offenders, he for the 
time maintained the jurisdiction, and overruled motions to quash; but as a way out of the 
difficulty, proposed to those charged that if they would aeree to an entry on the record of a 
verdict of guilty by the jury (not a plea of guilty, as that would stop the defendant), that a 
nominal fine would be entered upon the defendant’s entering into recognizance, with good 
security, under a penalty of 31,000, that he would keep the peace toward all the citizens of 
the United States for the period of two years. This was done, the defendants were dis- 
charged, the kians dissolved, and the matter ended. It is not believed that any fines were 
paid, and thus ended this trouble. But there were still others growing out of the civil 
rights act of 1870, and the amendments to it, which were not unconstitutional, and mainly 
growing out of the fifteenth amendment to the constitution of the United States, and the 
election of representatives to the congress of the United States, and which have given rise 
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to numerous and perplexing questions which have had to be met and disposed of, most of 
which have been settled by the supreme court of the United States in accordance with the 
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decisions made by Judge Hill, who had to act,upon them before any of them were decided 
hy the supreme court. But no appeals were taken from the judgments had in Mississippi. 
These laws are still in force. Whether they will so remain or be supplanted by others is still 
in the future. The internal revenue laws of the United States have been a source of much 
litigation in this state, and for atime no waymark could be found to guide the court. Some 
of these laws have been repealed, but others remain in force. Also the laws for the protec- 
tion of the timber on the public land, about which judges differ, besides many other ques- 
tions unknown in the state until after the war, and some not until in recent years—all, with 
a few exceptions, have been heard and decided by Judge Hill sitting alone. He has been 
entitled to retire upon his full salary since the 25th of March, 1581; but being in good 
health, and thinking that it would be getting something for nothing, and being urged by the 
citizens of the state and by the members of the bar of both parties not to retire, he has 
devoted his time and attention, at his own expense, to his judicial duties, seldom adjourning 
his court without having disposed of everything on the docket “ready for trial. The most 
remarkable circumstance in Judge Hill’s forty-seven years of official connection with the differ- 
ent courts, as stated, is that he never failed during that time to attend a court from sickness of 
himself or family, and in all only three times from other causes. In addition to almost constant 
judicial labor performed by Judge Hill, he has for many years been a trustee of the State 
University of Mississippi, located at Oxford, as well ds of other educational institutions, in 
all of which he has taken a deep interest, for some of which he has freely opened his hand 
financially. He has in this way intimately identified himself with the young men, many of 
whom have taken prominent positions in different states and are his warm friends. Although 
never a member of the legislature or of congress, and but once of a constitutional conven- 
tion, he, on a number of occasions, took an active part in procuring legislation by both, and 
in framing the constitution of the state in 1868, but he was not a member of this convention. 
In compliance with a request of the citizens of the state he visited Washington at the com- 
mencement of the congress of 1565, and by request of the senators and representatives who 
had been elected by the people of Mississippi, remained in Washington to represent as best 
he could the interests of the people of the state, both before the departments and in procur- 
ing such legislation as could be had by congress, all of which was at his own expense, with- 
out any pecuniary compensation from anyone. The bitter contest then existing between 
congress and the president greatly embarrassed bis efforts, and postponed a part of the leg- 
islation until after he was compelled to leave and enter upon his judicial duties. The most 
important relief obtained was procuring the suspension of the direct land tax on the lands 
in this state, which were then being collected, amounting to about $454,000, but a small por- 
tion of which had then been collected. Judge Hill, feeling that to foree the collection of 
that tax at that time would have the effect of transferring to merciless speculators a large 
portion of the lands of the state, and especially that belonging to widows and orphans who 
had no means of payment, prepared and had presented to congress a petition, and with it a 
bill suspending the further collection of these taxes until otherwise ordered by congress, 
which bill and petition were referred to the proper committee and pressed for immediate 
action. The committee decided to report it to congress and advise its immediate passage. 
Representatives from other states in which only a portion of this tax had been paid, 
requested that the suspension should embrace all this uncollected tax. The act was passed 
ina short time after the Judge left Washington. This tax remains unpaid until this day, and 
by an act passed by the Jast congress is not only remitted, but that already paid has been 
refunded. Judge Hill, from a long experience as a practicing lawyer and judge, both in 
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Tennessee and in Mississippi, was impressedswith a number of radical changes in the judicial 
system of this state, rendered the more necessary by the changed condition resulting from 
the war. Some time prior to the meeting of the convention in 1S65, was prepared the article 
constituting the judicial system of the state, by which the judges and chancellors are ap- 
pointed by the governor and contirmed by the senate, in the same manner in which Federal 
judges are nominated by the president and confirmed by the senate, instead of being elected 
by the people as before. Another important change was the establishment of separate 
common law and equity courts, and giving to the latterjurisdiction over testamentary matters, 
before that time vested in the probate courts. This system worked so satisfactorily that it is 
continued in all its force in the constitution of 1890. The most valuable service rendered by 
Judge Hill in his mediatorial capacity during the war was that immediately after General 
Hood’s retreat from Nashville. His army, on crossing the Tennessee river, spread broadcast 
-over the country, and especially over Tishomingo ecunty, and being in a suffering condition, 
both man and beast, his soldiers took, consumed and wasted almost everything in the way of 
food upon which they could lay their hands, so much so that there was not corn enough left 
to feed the people, let alone the little livestock left, for six weeks. The women and old men 
came in numbers to the Judge to know what could be done to prevent starvation. The 
Judge, being assured by General Chalmers, in command of the Confederate cavalry, promised 
that if the railroad, then intact, should remain so, they would send back from the prairies, 
where there was a great abundance of corn, sufficient to replace that taken by the cavalry 
forces. Gen. George H. Thomas with a large Federal force had just crossed the Tennessee 
river at Eastport. Judge Hill went to that place and presented to General Thomas the true 
condition of the people of the county and of the surrounding country—that starvation was at 
the door, that there were no wagons or teams with which to bring corn from places where it 
could be obtained, and not sufficient to take the people to it. He requested that the railroad 
might be left intact, with the privilege of running a train under a flag of truce, and in that 
way furnish the people with bread; and when it was obtained, that it would not be taken by 
his army. To this request General Thomas gave a ready assent, and directed the Judge to 
return and say to the people that in addition to what corn could be obtained by the railroad, 
he would supply the remainder needed, which was done under his orders, to the amount of 
$100,000 worth, giving full army rations to each member of every family making application, 
without any inquiry as to whether anyone had or had not been in the Confederate army. At 
the same time, upon request, General Thomas made other orders for the benefit of the people, 
which generosity was, as it should have been, greatly appreciated by an afflicted people. 
Judge Hill having long advocated the establishment of an intermediate court of appeals so 
that each individual might have a rehearing before another court. of every case decided 
against him, was anxious to see such a court established before retiring from the bench. 
This court was provided for by the act of the Fifty-first congress, and the Judge, as a mem- 
ber of that court for the Fifth judicial circuit, aided in its organization in June, 1891. He 
also desired to see the court building in the city of Vicksburg completed, and to dedicate that 
elegant building by holding in it the first court, which he did in July, 1801. Having passed 
his four-score years, with a quarter of a century on the Federal bench, and witnessed the 
establishment, as well as taking part in the organization of the circuit court of appeals, with 
one of his former clerks as clerk of that court, and having seen the completion of the Federal 
building at Vicksburg, with its beautiful court accommodations, and a court organized in the 
same, he retired from the active duties of his judicial position on the Ist day of August, 
1891, to spend the remainder of his days in quiet and rest with his family and his friends, 
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and though eighty years of age he still retyins the active use of all his mental powers, so 
that no one can say that he remained upon the bench beyond the years of his usefulness. 
On the contrary, his retirement, though richly deserved, falls like a personal bereavement 
upon the bar and the people of the state. The young and the old have found in Judge Hill 
a faithful friend, and nearly all the members now at the bar of the state, having grown up 
under him, regard him with feelings of veneration for him as a judge, admiration for him as 
aman, and love for him as a friend, for friend he has indeed been to every good man and 
every good cause. Long in the public service and always interested in men and their affairs, 
their progress, their homes, their marriage, their wives and their children, it is safe to say 
that he knows more people by name and has more intimate frieuds than any other man in the 
state. He is honored hy the aged, reverenced by the young, admired by the rich and the 
poor, trusted by the lawyer and the client, and loved by all. So that it is not strange that 
he said in his valedictory to the bar, “If I have an enemy in the state I am glad that I do 
not know it,” for such a man can have no real enemies. There may be some whose interests 
have been crossed by the opinions of the court, who have doubted the wisdom of those opinions, 
but it would be hard to believe that even these or any of them ever thought of imputing any- 
thing but the purest motives in the Judve. And he has so woven the law of kindnes$ into 
the laws of the government that those whom he has sentenced were often drawn to him rather 
than repulsed by the sentence, going to and returning from their punishment as friends 
rather than enemies to the law and the court. Everywhere aud always, and no less in his 


g, vigor- 


age than in his manhood years, Judge Hill’s mind has beeu characterized by a strong 
ous Common sense which amounted almost to genius. To this has been added a good mem- 
ory, and an accurate sense of what is right between man and man. He would do no man an 
intentional wrong. He has freely condemned the actions of parties and of men when, in his 
opinion, they were wrong in themselves or against public policy, but in public speech and in 
private conversation, where he could not say well of a man personally, he would not say ill. 
And in bim the United States has had a wise judge, the state a good citizen, the bar an able 
expounder of the law, society an affable, courteous Christian gentleman, the church a faithful 
member, and every mana friend. But this article would not be complete without one more 
remark regarding one who has been such a lover of men, for he could not be unmindful of 
his own home, and if anything were needed to round out the character of Judge Hill in its 
simplicity, beauty and purity, it might be found in him as a husband, father and grandfather 
in his home at Oxford. Here he lives with his wife, Mary Andrews Hill, in her seventy- 
eighth year, who has been a true and courageous helpmeet during every day of the nearly 
sixty years of their married life. With them are their daughter, Mrs. Marietta Hill, awoman 
of fine culture and rare talents, and her husband, Mr. George R. Hill, who has for many 
years been clerk of the United States courts for the northern district of Mississippi, and with 
them their two children, Robert A. Hill, Jr., and Mary Myrtle, respectively fourteen and 
twelve years of age. Thus the thiée generations, the grandparents, parents and children, 
make a home which no one can visit but to remember for the sunshine and beauty that it 
contains. Here it is that the evening of Judge Hill’s life will he spent, surrounded by those 
who loye him best and whom he best loves, and visited by his many friends. May the vigor 
of his body and the clearness of his mind contra:lict the borrowed time on which he now lives, 
for many years yet to come, is the wish of all who have met him in the different walks of life. 

Samuel Van Dyke Hill, M. D. (deceased), was a Tennesseean, who was born in Nashville 
on the 25th of July, 1835, and inherited the gracious nature of both his parents: the catholic 
and capacious intellect of the father, and the quick perception and charming colloquial powers 
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of his cultured mother. In his eiyhth year,he was removed by his parents from Tennessee 
to Chickasaw county, Miss., and though the hand of misfortune had scattered the fruit of his 
father’s toil, yet he found ample guidance in his mental growth under the tutelage of his 
accomplished mother and scholarly father, both of whom saw and nurtured with pride their 
son’s genius. During this time the schools in the vicinity in which he lived and the Columbus 
high school yielded him a fair knowledge of the classics and mathematics. In his eighteenth 
year he procured employment in a drug store in Aberdeen, Miss., in order to study pharmacy 
and lay the foundation for a medical career, and soon after, by dint of his earnings and his 
father’s aid, he was enabled to enter the university of Louisville, Ky., and sat under the sound 
of the great Cross’s voice, at a period when the faculty of that institution embraced a galaxy 
of medical stars. He next entered the department of medicine in the university of New 
York, from which he received his diploma in March, 1857, and while a member of these well- 
known medical colleges, although he was a diligent student in clinies, surgery became his 
chief delight, in the difficult and delicate mysteries of which he became famous in his subse- 
quent career. He entered upon the practice of his profession at Palo Alto, Miss., in connection 
with his father, but soon after came secession and war. He at once offered himself as a priyate 
in the ranks, for he loved his birthland and was willing to uphold its honor on the battlefield; 
but even at that early age his brilliant reputation in his chosen art was such that he was 
called to exercise the arduous duties of a surgeon in the Confederate army, receiving his 
appointment in January, 1861, as assistant surgeon, and in 1863 as surgeon. His efticiency, 
skill and signal success in hospital, camp and on the battlefield in Virginia and the West are 
well known, and from October, 1862, to the end of the war he was in charge of the Quintard 
general hospital. Just at the opening of the war he obtained in marriage the heart and hand 
of Miss Jenny Calvert, near Palo Alto, Miss., and although she was almost a child in years, 
and réared to a life of luxury, she forthwith forsook a home of wealth and ease and weut with 
her husband to his post along the lines of Lee and Johnston in Virginia. Returning to 
Macon, Miss., at the close of the war, Doctor Hill immediately entered into a large and luera- 
tive practice, and for twenty-four years, until his fatal malady compelled a truce to his labors, 
he never knew rest or relaxation. He was a member of the state medical association from its 
organization after the war until his death, and was elected and served as its president in 1871. 
He was also a member of the American medical association, having several times been elected 
a delegate from the state medical association. He was elected a delegate to represent the 
state association in the International medical congress that convened at Washington, and 
while he gratefully appreciated these honors, they were never sought by him. He would 
have as readily accepted a call to the bedside of the lowhest sufferer, and there are legions 
of grateful hearts that would bear witness to this, whose only freasury was gratitude out of 
which to pay him. The excellent quarantine laws of Mississippi are in a measure the product 
of his wisdom and labor, and at the organization of the state board of health in 1877 he was 
appointed one of its members, in which capacity he served continuously by reélection up to 
the time of his death, at which time he was filling the position of president. These are the 
salient points, briefly sketched, in Doctor Hill’s career, and the highest honors within the gift 
‘of his professional brethren in the state had been conferred upon him and came to him 
entirely unsought, for he was worthy of them. No man in the state more thoroughly repre- 
sented the profession in its higher and more beautiful aspect than he, and he was what Lord 
Bacon has termed a * full, ready and correct man.” He was not only thoroughly learned in 
his profession, but by an extensive course of study he had reaped in nearly every field of 
literature and art, and was equally ready with tongue or pen to give proof of encyclopedic 
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knowledge. He rarely missed a meeting of the state medical association, took an active part 
in the discussions of medieal topics, and his graeéful, yet modest encounters with members 
during their deliberations, the admirable and fucid style in which he expressed himself, his 
ventleness and deference toward his associates, are well remembered by the profession, each 
ove of whom honored and loved him, and will bear witness to his high regard for medical 
ethics, his admiration for the successful and his sympathy for those straggling for success. 
No matter how obtuse or unusual the subject to be discussed, he was ready to illustrate either 
from the stores of his reading or the field of his experience, and possessed a remarkable 
faculty of extemporaneous discourse. So simple, so admirable and so apt was his pure Eng- 
lish in logical sequence, that it excited the admiration of every listener and inspired in him 
the same spirit of zealous pursuit of knowledge. He was a frequent contributor to the vol- 
umes of transactions of the association, and his articles were characterized by strength and 
simplicity of style, a thorough treatment of the topic under discussion, and a familiar acquaint- 
ance with authorities, ancient and modern. He participated actively in the medical reforms 
instituted by the state medieal association, and contributed largely to the stability and success 
of the state board of health. For thirty years or more, from the first flush of his manhood, 
he was day and night absorbed in the duties of a profession perhaps the most trying on 
brain and body of any in the field of science, and as he possessed a very nervous organizatiort 
and a powerful mentality, the loving eyes of his family and friends saw, or thought they saw, 
the failure of the body to uphold the burden which the brain imposed upon it. At last 
Bright’s disease set in, and the end soon followed. He placed himself under the treatment 
of Drs. Love and Bryson, of St. Louis—the latter his former pupil and a distinguished 
specialist in that disease—-but professional skiil was of no avail. and his eyes were closed in 
death at the home of his brother, wing Hill, of St. Louis, whither he had gone with his 
devoted wife on the I4th of October, 18S, while in the zenith of his manhood and the sum- 
mit of success. The endless appeals of the suffering overcame, in his noble breast, the first 
and highest law, self-preservation, and his sternest vows for rest and recuperation always 
vanished under the touch of pity. His death was a calamity to the community and the state, 
both professionally and as a wise and patriotic citizen, and it may with truth be said that one 
of the brightest and highest stars in the firmament faded and went out. He left behind 
‘him a devoted wife and two daughters: Miss Maggie and Mrs. Vick (Hill) Jones, whose love 
and pride in him knew no bounds. 

William H. Hill, M. D., of Sylvarena, Smith county, Miss., was born in Noxubee county, 
Miss., in September, 1S40, one of a family of six children of Sherrod and Mary (Smith) Hill. 
His mother was a daughter of Elam Smith, a native of North Carolina, who located in Greene 
county, Ala., at an early day. His father died in 1843, leaving four of a family of six chil- 
dren, named: Thomas Y., Elam, Wilham H. and Mary, all of whom grew to maturity; and 
Robert and Manassas, who died very young. Their mother married for her second husband 
James H. Woods, who died in 1867. Doctor Hill received a common-sehool education and 
had little time to decide upon a career when the war began. He enlisted in company <A, of 
the Eighteenth Mississippi regiment, and was transferred to the medical department after the 
battle of Ball’s bluff. During the winter of IS683—4 he attended medical lectures at Rich- 
mond, Va. After the war he returned to Raleigh, Smith county, Miss.. and engaged in’ the 
practice of medicine, meanwhile attending lectures at Tulane university, at New Orleans, 
from which he graduated iv the spring of IS69, with the degree of M.D. He was married 
in 1865 to Miss Edna MeAlpine, of Greene county, Ala., who bore him one child, a daughter, 
named Sarah, In 1S79 the Doctor located in Sylvarena, where he has since been very suc- 
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cessfully engaged in the practice of his profession, having a greater demand for his services 
than any other physician who ever lived in the county. In the fall of 1585 he was elected 
to represent his district in the state senate, in which body he served with much distinction. 
He is a helpful supporter of all educational institutions, believing firmly that to be useful the 
people must be enlightened. He was instrumental in the establishing of the Sylyarena high- 
school, in which he was for some years a trustee. In 1890 he was appointed by Governor 
Stone as a deleyate to the Southern emigration convention, which met at Asheville, N. C., in 
the fall of that year. He was also appointed medical health officer of his county by the govy- 
ernor in [S90. This position he still holds. Doctor Hil is very unassuming and a iost 
conscientious, Christian gentleman, who believes in doing all the good he can at all times, and 
there are very few in this community who have been instrumental in benefiting it more 
than he. 

The parents of McKinney W. Hilliard, planter, Dublin, Miss., John and Maria (Pickard) 
Hilliard, were natives of North Carolina, and the father followed the occupation of a planter. 
He came to Tennessee at an early day, and died in that state on February 29, ISS, at the 
age of eighty-two years, his death occurring on the anniversary of his birth. The paternal 
grandfather, Epps Hilliard, was also a native of North Carolina, the family being an old and 
representative one of that state. He was in the Revolutionary war, and figured quite promi- 
nently in the same. McKinney W. Hilliard was born in Maury county, Tenn., on March 20, 
1837, and was the seventh child born to his parents. He attained his growth and. received 
his education in his native state, attending Jackson college, Columbia. In 1857 he started 
out for himself as an overseer of slaves, and continued at this until the breaking out of the 
war. He then enlisted in the Confederate army, company B, Seventh Tennessee regiment of 
cavalry, and remained in the same until cessation of hostilities, being promoted to the rank 
of sergeant in the.meantime. He participated in the battles of Union City, Yazoo City, Har- 
risburg, Brice’s crossroads, West Point, Ripley, Holly Springs, Corinth, Jackson and most 
of the battles in Mississippi. He was captured at the battle of Centerville, Ala., carried to 
Selma, of that state, and placed in the barracks with about twenty-five hundred other pris- 
oners. After remaining there for seven days, he was removed to Montgomery, and subse- 
quently to the Georgia and Alabama line, where he was paroled. Mr. Hilliard was married 
November 30, 1S64, to Miss Louetta W. Tucknis, a native of Tennessee, and a daughter of 
Thomas J. and Sallie KE. (Hilliard) Tucknis. Of the three children born to this union, Flor- 
ence M., Mirna and McKinney, only Florence M. is now living. Mr. Hilliard is an extensive 
planter, and cultivates about sixteen hundred acres of land. In polities he was formerly a 
whig, but since the war he has affiliated with the democratic party. He contributes gener- 
ously to all worthy public enterprises, and is one of the Tepresentative citizens of Coahoma 
county. 

Rev. Walter Hillman, LL. D. This skillful educator and honorable gentleman was 
born on the island of Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., January 9, 1829, the second child born 
to Walter and Adaline (Norton) Hillman, the paternal ancestors having been of Welsh 
descent. The Doctor's immediate ancestor, several times removed, was kidnaped from 
the coast of Wales when a very small boy, with another lad of about the same age, and 
was taken to Martha's Vineyard, where they were apprenticed to a man until they should be. 
come twenty-one years of age. At that time young Hillman married and settled on the 
island; but his companion, returning to his old home in England, was lost at-sea. Dr. Hill- 
man’s father was a ship captain for twenty years, being in the whaling business, then became 


a imerchant on the islind, and in this, as well as in his other enterprises, was successful, He 
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was a member of the legislature of Massachusetty one term, and was prominent in the sec- 
tion in which he resided. He died in 1S77. Dr. Walter Hillman attended the common 
schools until about fourteen years of age; then he entered Dukes county academy, where he 
remained two winters; after which he attended an educational institution at Yarmouth Port 
one session, and was at Fair Haven, Mass.. a short time. He then entered the Connecticut 
Literary institute at Suffield, where he remained eighteen months, and then entered Worcester 
academy, at Worcester, Mass., from which he vraduated. He then entered Brown university 
ut Providence, R. I, from which he also graduated in [So4. After remaiming in this insti- 
tution two years he secured the position of subpriueipal of the Worcester academy, and five 
months later aecepted the position as classical instructor in Pearce academy in Middleboro, 
Mass., remaining here also five months. At the end of this time he returned to Brown unt- 
versity, from which he graduated at the above-mentioned date with the degree of A. M. 
under Dr. Francis Wayland. On commencement night he met Dr. Urner, president of Mis- 
sissippi college, to whom he had been previously recommended as asuitable person to fill the 
chair of mathematics and natural sciences in Mississippi college. He arrived at Clinton, 
Miss., October 1, and assumed his duties. After remaining in this institution two years he 
resigned to become president of the Central Female institute, which position he now holds, in 
the thirty-fifth year of his incumbeney. Previous to the war he was ordained a minister Of 
the gespel, and preached some as an evangelist, having no regular charge except during the 
war, When he was chosen pastor of the Baptist church of Clinton. After the war and while 
still president of the Female institute he was chosen president of Mississippi college, the 
object being for him to resuscitate it, and although he found it in its buildings in a destitute 
condition, minus doors, windows, roofs, ete., andthe grounds laid waste and unfenced, he set 
energetically to work to restore it to its old-time prosperity. It was without pupils and 
aimost totally destitute of resources, but Dr. Hillman borrowed money of Northern friends 
with which to pay off the debt of $10,000, and thus released the college from the judgment 
hauging over it. In the winter of 1866 avd 1867 he started with nine pupils in the prepar. 
atory department and two in the collegiate, there being one member of the faculty besides 
the Doctor. During his presidency of six years the debt of the college was paid off, the 
buildings put in order, the number of pupils had increased to one hundred and ninety and 
the faculty to eight professors and teachers. As he was acting in the capacity of president 
of two institutions, with a large corps of teachers and two sets of students, he found his 
duties far too arduous, and was compelled to resign the presidency of Mississippi college, but 
in doing so left it out of debt and with money in the treasury, and an endowment as then 
supposed to be worth about $40,000, Since then “his attention has been devoted almost 
entirely to the Female institute (recently named in honor of hit Hillman college), which has 
greatly prospered under his able rule. Since the close of the war he has been closely con- 
nected with the public schools of the state, having served many years as chairman of the 
executive committee of the state teachers’ association, being also president of the same for 
one year. Through his advocacy of common-school work, and especially by a plea he pre- 
sented to the legislature at one of its sessions, the appropriation made for common schools 
was nearly doubled. As he has taken a great interest in the work of common schools, Dr. 
Hillman has every reason to congratulate himself that he has done much to mold public 
sentiment and to cause the public school to center more fully into popular favor. The Doctor 
is also a planter, being the owner of thirty-five hundred acres of land, of which about one- 
half is under cultivation, devoted to the raising of cotton. corn, grass, ete. He was the sec- 
ond in his section to introduce the mowing machine in making hay, and the first to use the 
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tedder. The property of the Hillman college belongs to the Doctor. When he took charge 
of it it was in charge of a board of ‘trustees, who were building the largest building for 
school purposes for young ladies west of Richmond, Va., but the war bankrupted the board, 
and they gave the property into Mr. Hillman’s hands to pay off the debt and own the prop- 
erty. Within the past year a new school edifice, which has been named after the Doctor's 
wife Adelia hall, has been built. The Doctor still keeps his summer home at Martha's 
Vineyard. He was married in Providence, R. L, September 1S, 1855, to Miss Adelia M. 
Thompson, but their union has never been blessed by children. Mrs. Hillman is a graduate 
of Warren Ladies’ seminary, of Warren, R. I, and has at various times taken special studies 
from masters in French and German and art. She was principal of one of the public 
schools at Providence, R. L., for some time, and was head lady teacher of a young ladies’ 
seminary at Maysville, Ky. On two different occasions she has been tendered the position 
of president of the W. C. T. U. She retired from the active duties of teaching in IS76, 
having been both pupil and teacher for forty years, and is’ now president of the central com- 
mittee of the women’s missiou society of the Baptist denomination of Mississippi, which has 
over four hundred branch societies, and with her general supervision of Hillman college mat- 
ters thus finds her time fully employed. A cultured and retined Christian lady, she«is admir- 
ably titted to be the wife and helpmate of such a man as Dr. Hillman. 

Among the people of Amite county, Miss., the name of Dr. John H. Hines is a familiar 
one, for during the years that he has devoted to the healing art in this section he has won 
an enviable reputation, not only as a practitioner, but also as a citizen and friend. The 
family originally came from England, and John Hines, the first member of the family to 
come to America, settled in Virginia, this being in the latter part of the last century. He 
was very independent in his views and in the struggle of the colonists with the mother 
country he espoused the cause of the former and was a faithful soldier to the cause during 
the Revolution. J. H. Hines, his son, was born in Albemarle county, Va., but being of an 
adventurous disposition, fearless and bold, he determined to seek a home for himself in what 
was then the wilds of Mississippi. After a residence here of several years he again pushed 
westward and spent the rest of his days in Louisiana. He was a local elder of the Methodist 
Episcopal church South. His son, William B. Hines, the father of Dr. John H., was born 
where the town of Huntsville, Ala., now stands, in the year IST and in the month of Jan- 
uary, but in Mississippi was reared to manhood. Being of a deep, religious nature he deter- 
mined to become a minister of the gospel, and in the year {846 he joined the Mississippi 
conference, since which time he has been one of the leading and eminent divines of the 
Methodist Episcopal church South, and has served in nearly all the districts of the Con- 
ference of Mississippi. He is now located in Waynesboro aud although he is now in the ‘sear 
and yellow leaf,” his mind is still as keen as of yore aud physically his health is unimpaired. 
He is still serving constantly and faithfully in the interest of Christianity and in the year of 
1890 did not miss an appointment, which is more than can be said of many more youthful 
ministers. His wife. was formerly Miss Jane F. Coppedge, a native of North Carolina 
and a daughter of Charles Coppedge. Mrs. Hines was reared and educated in her native 
state but was married is this state. Their son, Dr. John H. Hines, was given a good eduea- 
tion at Jackson, La., and in Tennessee, and as he was bright aud intelligent beyond his years, 
he made the most of every opportunity and became an exceptionally intelligent young man. 
In November, 1561, he entered the Confederate army, first becoming a member of Blythe's bat- 
talion, which afterward became a part of the Forty-fourth Mississippi infantry until the 
latter part of the war, when he was placed on detached service by General Brags, followed 
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the varied life and fortunes of his regiment with fortitude and courage, proving himself a 
valiant soldier. Among the principal engagements in which he took part may be mentioned 
Shiloh, Murfreesboro and Chickamauga; in the first of which he commanded his company, 
being at the time orderly sergeant. At the close of the war he was paroled at Jackson, 
Miss. He soon after began the study of medicine in Wilkinson county, and took his first 
course of lectures in the medical department of the Louisiana university in the winter of 
1865-6, completing his course in the winter of 1867, graduating in the month of March. 
Soon after this he located in Amite county, and here has built up as large a practice as he can 
well attend to. He was engaged in the drug business in Gloster, being a member of the firm 
of Hines & Harrell, which was established in 1853, being the first of the kind to be opened in 
the town, but the style of the firm was afterward changed to Hines & Lamkin, and so con- 
tinued for one year. The Doctor opened a drug store on his plantation in 1SS5, and has 
conducted this in connection with the practice of his profession up to the present time. 
The Merwin postoffice was established at this point in ISSO, of whieh Dr. Hines has 
been the only postmaster. He was married in this county in 1868, to Mrs. Amanda L. 
Rogers, daughter of Thomas Toler. Mrs. Hines was born and reared in Amite county, and 
by her first husband, Dennis H. Rogers, she became the mother of one son, Thomas H., who 
is grown and married. To her union with Dr. Hines the following children have been borns 
Bennett M., John H., KR. Edward, Sarah Annabel, Martha J. and Mary T., a bright little 
miss of five years. Mrs. Hines is a member of the Baptist church, while the Doctor and his 
two eldest children belong to the Methodist Episcopal church. The Doctor also belongs 
to the Masonic fraternity and is a stanch supporter of democratic principles, taking quite 
an active part im local polities. He has served as a delegate to both county and district 
conventions, and from 1IS76 to 1879 he was assessor of Amite county. As a physician of 
merit, his reputation has become widespread, notwithstanding the fact that he is modest 
and unassuming in his demeanor. He is a true gentleman in every respect and his 
cheerful countenance, encouraging words and judicious treatment are instrumental in insur- 
ing the convalescence of his patients. 

L. D. Hines, a popular young business man of Ripley. is a native of Tippah county, 
Miss., born in 1860. He erew to maturity in this county, and when a young man em- 
barked in business for himself. By giving it his undivided attention he soon began to 
realize on his enterprises and was soon enabled to branch out. By close application to 
business and attention to all its little details he is to-day the leading merchant in Tippah 
county, and ranks foremost among the best in northern Mississippi. He is courteous and 
pleasant in his treatment of all, and is eminently fitted for the business in which he is 
engaged. His first venture was in the livery business, which brought him in big returns, 
and in 1887 he embarked in the mercantile business, which from the start was almost 
phenomenal in its success. Mr. Hines is also interested in the Hines & Harris Manufacturing 
company, of Ripley, and the Gulf & Chicago railroad, which runs from Pontotoe, Miss., to 
Middleton, Tenn. In 1853 he still further showed his good judgment and sense by select - 
ing for his life companion Miss Hila Thompson, an estimable yonne lady of Middleten, 
Tenn., and daughter of Judge D. C. Thompson, of the same place. To this union have been 
born three bright children: Lottie, Mayree and Douglas. Socially Myr. Hines is a member 
of the Knights of Honor organization at Ripley. His father, Chesley Hines, was born in 
Hardeman county, Tenn., where he resided with his parents until eleven years of age. He 
then went to Missouri, made his home there until about the ave of eighteen years, when he 
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ible amount of latent energy. Although he had never attended school a day in his life 
until twenty-one years of age, a few years Inter he was possessed of a good practical eduea- 
tion and was well posted on all subjects. He entered a common country school at the above 
age, and in the remarkably short space of three months was as far advanced as any pupil 
in the school. He possessed the much desired faculty of centering his whole mind on 
the subject in hand, and this probably accounts for his rapid progress. He was an expert 
mathematician and a natural born mechanic, both of which he put into practical use. He 
also gave bookkeeping some attention, and was a practical accountant. His first venture 
was in the sawmill business in 1859, but he did not make a sueeess of this. In 1S60 he 
began farming and continued at this until in 1861, when he enlisted in the Confederate 
army, company G, under Captain Huddleston. At Perryville, Ky., his right leg was 
shattered between the Knee and ankle, and when he recovered he was a cripple for life, 
as that limb was much shorter than the other. In 1865, in partnership with Capt. C. L. 
Harris, he again embarked in the steam sawmill business, and from this time his success 
was assured. He and Captain Harris were eminently fitted to work together, and this they 
did in various successful enterprises until the time of Mr. Hines’ sad death. In 1S77 they 
became interested in the Gulf & Chicago railroad, Mr. Harris becoming superinteadent 
and Mr. Hines taking charge of the motive power. In 1879, while running an engine, Mr. 
Hines lost his life in an unfortunate wreck. He was a kind husband, an indulgent father, 
and a man held in high estimation by all. His widow, whose maiden name was Elizabeth 
Harris, still survives him, and is surrounded by her children. 

’ Maj. John H. Hobbs’ career has been one of usefulness in the community in which he 
resides, and he is regarded as an intelligent and thoroughly posted man in all public affairs. 
He was born in Hardin county, Hl., March 7, 1846, the fifth of seven children born to Ezekiel 
and Melissa (Gibbs) Hobbs, the former of whom was born in Illinois and the latter in Vir- 
ginia. Mr. Hobbs was an extensive planter in his native state and after a well-spent and use- 
ful career he was called from life in 1850. John H. Hobbs was reared in Desha county, 
Ark., and his earliest recollections are those of spending his time upon a farm, and in attend- 
ing the public schools of Arkansas. He has been a resident of Bolivar county, Mississippi. 
for about one year, and is the owner of an excellent little plantation of one hundred and 
twenty acres, of which twenty-five acres are under cultivation. His career as a soldier is one 
of which he is deservedly proud, for no braver or more faithful soldier or officer ever trod 
the crimson turf of a battlefield than he. He enlisted as a private in 1862 in company A, 
of Maj. Ned. Saunders’ battalion, under Van Dorn, and with this company remained until 
1863, when he was changed to Price’s army, and was with that famous general in his raid 
through Missouri and Arkansas, serving until the close of the war. In 1863 he was pro- 
moted to the rank of sergeant-major of his company and after serving in this eapacity, very 
efiiciently, for some time bis command was consolidated with a regiment under Coi. Arch. 
Dobbin, known as Dobbin’s regiment. He took an active part in the following engagements: 
Coffeeville, Miss., Holly Springs, Miss., Thompson’s station, Tenn., where he received a 
slight wound, and as he was with Price on his raid he took part in nearly all the engage- 
ments of that campaign, fighting almost constantly. He belonged to a skirmishing part\ 
and consequently participated im many engagements and skirmishes not chronicled in his- 
tory. He has every reason to be proud of his career as a soldier, for he not only possessed 
undoubted courage but he was strict tn his adherence to duty, and possessing an excellent 
physique and indomitable will power he bore the privations and hardships of war well. In 
1869 Miss Susie H. Key, a native of Tennessee, and a daughter of Landon P. and Mary E. 
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(Kasley) Key, became his wife and their union has resulted in the birth of the following chil- 
dren: Claude, Milton G., Mary, Melissa G. (decegsed), Frank R., Gibbs, Beulah (deceased), 
Horace EK. (deceased), and Emma B. So far as his means will allow, Mr. Hobbs has been 
liberal in his contributions to laudable public enterprises tending to build up and improve 
the country, churches and schools finding special favor in his sight. 

M. Hodgdon, retired planter, was born near Portsmouth, New Hampshire, May 23, 
IS18, the seventh in a family of ten children born to Ephraim and Abigail (Thomas) Hody- 
don, they being also natives of that state, the father a farmer. Mr. Hodgdon had the 
advantages of the free schools only up to the age of fourteen years, and at the age of fifteen 
went into a hotel at Portsmouth, of which he had charge during the greater part of his stay 
of five years. He then came South, and in February, 1540, found himself in Vicksburg, 
Miss., a perfect stranger. He immediately went to the swamps as a woodinan, and for tour 
years kept a woodyard on the banks of the Yazoo river, during which time he accumulated 
a snug little sum of money. He then concluded to go to St. Louis, Mo., but there lost his 
hard-earned money and was back in Mississippi in ten months’ time. He onee more engaged 
in the wood business, continuing until 1862, when he could have realized $40,000 on his 
worldly possessions. He purchased his present plantation in 1563, which comprises four 
hundred and five acres, and on this place he moved immediately after making his purchase. 
A considerable portion of his land is in pasture and he raises a few stock cattle, but 
the cultivated portion of his land he rents out. He owns valuable property in Edwards, 
and possesses ample means upon which to retire from the active duties of life. Although 
not in the service during the war he acted as taxcollector for about two years during that 
period. He was also elected magistrate during this time. He was first married in 1843 to 
Mrs. Frances Skofield, a native of North Carolina, but was cailed upon to mourn the death 
of his wife in 1855. The following year he married Mrs. Sarah H. Hewse, who died in 1876 
just after returning from the Centennie! exhibition at Philadelphia, Penn. Mr. Hodgdon’s 
third marriage was celebrated in 1877, Mrs. Susan P. Street becoming his wife. His unions 
have not been blessed in the birth of children. 

Robert 8. Hodges, M. D., was born in Smith county, Tenn., in July, 1830. He is the 
youngest of a family of four children, of Robert and Elizabeth (Turner) Hodges. His parents 
were natives of North Carolina, and moved to Tennessee with their fathers’ families when they 
were small children, and were there reared and married. The father was previously married 
to Susanah Turner. sister of his second wife, by whom he had two children: Berryman, 
deceased, and Susanah, the wife of Col. R. C. Clark, of Verona, Miss., and who died in 
Smith county, February, [S22. It was in the latter part of the same year that Mr. Hodges 
married Miss Elizabeth Turner. In December, 1S3S, he removed from Tennessee to Tisho- 
mingo county, Miss., having his stock with him. On thetroad the family eamped near 
Franklin one evening, and during the night the notorious outlaw and horse thief, John A. 
Murrell, and his band, stole from him six head of horses, leaving him only two horses with 
which to continue his journey. He finally arrived safely with his family and their personal 
effects, but was obliged to return to Tennessee for horses with which to make a crop the fol- 
lowing year, and it is worthy of note that that erop was the first crop made in that county. 
Mr. Hodges was one of the pioneers here, and was obliged to go fifteen miles for men to help 
raise his house. He purchased two sections of land, and soon opened up quite a plantation. 
He was a practical, energetic business man, and accumulated considerable property, just pre- 
vious to the war owning, besides the land, about thirty slaves. During the latter part of his 
life he was a local Methodist preacher, and did ministerial work in different parts of the county. 














ee tiki | 
- es iiss 
ligt ald To did Or a hei at a we 


iy bee? ia) f ie) ’ | Minas ifr 


. Myra 


oH AM owolfe “thw atin niil 2 Y ws a amin 


; van Af 


‘ti r hue ‘ iW my 


Hot Sire) oxereppedina evibederey coltiaboth Nod koolaniilatineey wie : 
lait wal at gevet twlenee witht al nidoe Line wate ile ned o> mili 


, * > ; f.. f ‘ af ahi 7 
if (Urornetre'® une. wed saw teteielg better wiighalt Me 



























LA Tee RE we mm myn line vey to “hinal 6 Wi inervue oll B18 
mevaed of Yay 7 vite toad Fe were te baeas pa ey pee inl youl i 

nn Ayn ewahniot loame waft ot qr (lid aloodss oat adt to endeaell 

e dd? "hhh saree bea owl wt -iteonetio to Jado A vahitd ten 


a " 


anh bru) RE peeved oo hv shine ‘eet ood abl snr, orl . 


Mirtle it i Serer Ghd ob tem ilahihamiot off LOM Te tovlyoq & 
r kW wei ioe que? ty oad wal} 10 Srunyt roe ge epey 















"4 aali , Le StL i ! i ) seat) aed remit eo uve whieh 
erly Doel ao fio veel heacnag 
( j TEL ' Mut Ns EY STOO meer re (+. boowe 4 
{55 See] rd aa thy {oq tyes ik aT], OFT PTO RBM ylf 
! } 9 17 OY i ii! ee | wi 
1 * *: 
; aii ! his j ! ig wil to m0 a} 
| j Ad eh; i SIO { 
b 
j | 
ho CHE iieMi Sinn 
i mt , { mt ias vrei oer 
{ i ; yy tye? H Bh, 
roving « wbfiotode : 
’ ‘ uk éo¢ 
} | H 1 TOE Se Me aa | 
F 
- ij ls are 
ply aut vee ~ 2 CPT t Serie 
4 , I ‘ ; : , reberti ree ag ayy 
f 
‘ F 
os i feb 
( 
' i i iis * i ie vibewnt 4 
TTF eee, Pe 
‘| 5 ; { ‘hig rete oral) arow Date .aevhl ota rite “ 
j : » Ser : ay’ rex 
| Ad at ine} le Heute | RABI oct ous 
: P , : : 7 
rh Pi. 29 os + 7 i. 
sf HN when bea beaten 
As i ¥ 
oa AOR a er bay 
- ‘ t ie rude Ty wyieen se 
; a terry “ee Cae 
(ent ‘ perry theactiiscel a ai th harvmet 
‘ey ty eT ae 
, wrod aah, Ke © ae 
" osla A , F ' ' Perey deeavs ay 
int Zim £ Yt Shole Tcl abt fore lh es 
we ' i \veauno) eid ondinhee ad ddnishwr 
¢ - af ‘ cf — 
' , it et ey wags hehe Age ti tai boat 
icict f4. ; i _ : ie 
A t r FLT BY] AOU VU QUO 
oi) te ane BAe ¢ ygholt a 
n vi i. hie ) . 4 H , ws, 
: mane | , thus ¢ r oT { ye istE whe oy uo wifl Ros 


| ig BY ih ce hy ane eerotand sHowwmue Jhon 1“ i ui ola 
pe slaliad olf tH alot 
LOT fifviwey coals nig Foi Paanl tole fasal MW ant ’ ot oti 


; asyir iy i Toe iL wht ealopeen | 








938 * BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORIVAL 


In the early part of the war he was arrested by the Federal troops and taken to Alton prison, 
where he died on the Ist day of Novembér, 1862. His wife died in 1864, at her home in Tisho- 
mingo county, and now only three members of the family are living: Robert S.; Mrs. Clark, 
his -half-sister, of Verona, Miss., and Naney W., the wife of Nathaniel Allen, formerly of 
Alabama, but now liviug near Verona. Doctor Hodges was educated at La Grange, Ala., 
graduating in 1So2. He remained in the college, as rector of the grammar school, for twelve 
months, and in [S55 began the study of medicine in the office of his uncle, Dr. B. D. Hodges, 
near the old homestead in Tishomingo county, with whom he remained about two years. He 
graduated from the Louisville university in 1855, and during the same year began the prac- 
tice of his profession, at his old home, where he has continued it from that date to the present, 
having been for thirty-six years the doctor of this community. There is no resident of 
this county who has been here longer than he has, and he is favorably known, throughout its 
length and breadth, as an honorable, high-minded citizen, a good and charitable neighbor, 
and a skillful and successful physician. He was married in 1853 to Miss Louisa A. Southall. 
of Allsboro, Ala. They have a family of three sons and one daughter: Walter A., who is 
a practicing physician in Inka, Miss.; Paul, who is a law partner with J. B. Reynolds, of 
Florence, Ala.; Blanche, the wife of Harvey Hughes, who lives in Meridian, Tex., and 
Robert §., Jr. The Doctor has always been quite extensively interested in planting, to which 
he has devoted such time as has not been consumed in the practice of his profession, and he 
is the owner of fourteen hundred acres of land, about two hundred acres of which are im- 
proved. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church South, and has heen a member 
of the Masonie fraternity since 1876. The Cartersville postoftice is in the Doctor’s office, and 
he was appointed postmaster in 1867, and has held the position continuously ever since, 
during changing administrations. He is a public-spirited man, with broad and liberal views, 
and his aid to the community in which he lives has been neither stinted nor infrequent. 

EK. H. Hoffman, cireuit and chancery clerk of Hancock county, Miss., was born in New 
Orleans, La., October 2, 1849, and is a son of Conrad and Agnes (Weisberger) Hoffman, 
natives of Baden, Germany. The father emigrated to the United States, and located in New 
Orleans in 1847; there he was married. In 1849 he came to Bay St. Louis, and for many 
years carried on the trade of a shoemaker. He died in 1883. He reared a family of two 
sons and five daughters. E. H. Hoffman is the eldest of the children. He was brought up 
in Bay St. Louis, and was educated at St. Stanislaus college, where he received the mental 
training that has so well fitted him for the duties of his present position. For a short time 
he was deputy clerk, and in 1879 he was elected to the office of clerk of Hancock county, 
which he has held continuously ever since. He has made a most efficient officer and has car- 
ried on the business of the office with a zeal and ability that have mspired the greatest eon- 
fidence in his constituency. He ownsa nice residence in the Bay, and is surrounded with 
peace and plenty. He was married in ISST to Miss Catherine Riensech, and tive children 
have been born to them: Catherine A., E. H., Jr., Alvina R., George W. and an infant. The 
family belong to the Roman Catholic chureh. In his political opinions Mr. Hotfman has af- 
filiated with the democratic party. He has taken a deep interest in the movements of that 
body, and is well posted on all the leading issues of the day. He is a man true to his prinei- 
ples, true to his friends, and true to himself: a citizen of whom any community would be 
proud. 

David L. Holeomb, who is following the occupation of a planter in Grenada county, 
Miss., was driginally from North Carolina, his birth occurring in that state in [S44. He is 
the son of David and Eliza (Crump) Holeomb, uatives also of the Old North state, and the 
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grandson of Philip Holcomb, who lived to a very oldage. The latter was the father of seven 
children, all of whom lived to be grown, but only one now living: Rachel, who resides in 
North Carolina and is the wife of Daniel Long. David Holcomb, father of subject, was born 
in 1807 and was reared in his native state. After his marriage, or in 1559, he moved over- 
land to Texas and settled in the southern part of the state, Gonzales county, where he resided 
until his death in 1872. He was elected sheriff of Surry county, N. C., at the age of twenty- 
one, and held that position for one term. He was a democrat in his political views and was 
well read and well posted on all political matters. He was a very successful planter and 
before the war owned a great deal of property in the Lone Star state. He was a moral, 
upright and much esteemed citizen. His wife, who was born in ISl4, was a very active 
member of the Baptist church. She died in Texas in 1883. They were the parents of ten 
children, all of whom lived to be grown, but only one besides our subject living at the present 
time: William F. Holcomb, who resides in Texas and is engaged in the hardware business 
at Luling, Caldwell county. Those deceased are: James P., who died at Los Angeles, Cal.; 
Sally A., the wife of W. R. Johnson, died in Texas; Sophronia was the wife of Quinn Van, 
and died in the Lone Star state; Carolina, wife of A. J. Boldin, died in Texas also; Marga- 
ret, wife of A. J. Aulford; Columbus A., Daniel E. and George all died in Texas. David L. 
Holcomb was reared in Texas and early initiated into the duties of farm life. On the 24th 
of November, 1862, he entered Captain King’s company, Hardeman’s regiment, and partici- 
pated in all the fights of the trans-Mississippi department. He was in Harrison’s brigade, 
Texas volunteer infantry, of the trans-Mississippi department of the Confederate states army, 
and served until discharged at Richmond, Tex., on the 24th of May, 1865, remaining true to the 
colors to the last. He remained in Texas until 1567, and then came to Mississippi, settling near 
Bellevue Place, which he purchased in 1885. Mr. Holcomb now has about seventeen 
hundred acres and has eight hundred acres under cultivation, all the result of a determined 
spirit, for he had but fifty cents after returning from the war. He was first married in 1$68 
to Miss Molly Turner, daughter of Robert Turner (see sketch of R. H. Turner), and to them 
were born two children, Lida and Paschal, the latter in Memphis, Tenn., with Lowenstein & 
Co. The mother of these children died in 1878, and Mr. Holcomb was afterward married 
to Miss Georgia Williams, daughter of Dr. J. M. Williams, now living in Grenada and a 
planter by occupation. Jour children have been born to this union: Clyde, May, Edwin and 
Hortense. Mr. and Mrs. Holcomb are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and active 
workers iv the same. Both the elder children were educated at Grenada college, but Paschal 
supplemented this by a course at Bueua Vista, Miss. Mr. Holcomb takes some interest in 
politics and affiliates with the democratic party. He has been a member of the county con- 
vention and has filled many other positions. He is one of the leading planters of the county, 
has his large estate under good management, and on this has one of the finest residences in 
the county. 

John Holder, grandfather of Col. W. D. Holder, of Jackson, Miss., removed from his 
native state, Virginia, and joined Daniel Boone aud party on their journey to the state of 
Kentucky, and assisted in building a stockade fort on the Kentucky river at a place known as 
Boonesboro, in 1775. The Indians infested the country round about and made frequent 
attacks upon the fort, which was always successfully defended. Ofthe party in the fort were 
the daughter of Daniel Boone, Jemima, also Betsey and Fanny Calloway, sisters of Flanders 
Calloway, one of the young adventurers; there was also a young Henderson; all of these 
except Holder had gone with Boone from the Yadkin river, N. C. When the eglantine, 
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of the Kentucky river, the three young girls mentioned set out in a light canoe, intent upon 
an evening row, to gather wild flowers for their young lovers, and decorate their rugged 
habitation. They had not proceeded far when a party of six Indians, who had stealthily con- 
cealed themselves along the caney banks, rushed out and captured the boat and party. The 
screams of the affrighted girls soon brought the heroic little garrison to arms, and a rescuing 
party, consisting of Boone, Calloway, Holder, Henderson and one other, was organized and 
started in pursuit. Boone, knowing the habits and usages of the Indian so well, found no 
difficulty in taking their track, which was marked by broken twigs, fragments of torn garments 
and such other marks as could from time to time be left by the thoughtful girls, who were con- 
fident that a rescuing party would be on the trail. On the evening of the second day, the 
Indians, feeling that they had evaded pursuit, and being successful in killing a buffalo had 
kindled their camp fire, and while five of the number were engaged in skinning the buffalo 
the sixth was left to guard the captives. Boone at once took in the situation, and so disposed 
and instructed his gallant band, that each with his unerring rifle was to single out his Indian 
and at a given signal were to fire simultaneously, himself selecting the Indian who stood guard 
over the girls. At the report of the guns the five red men bit the dust, and the sixth fleeing 
in wild fright, the overjoyed girls rushed in wild delight, and were soon in the arms of 
friends and lovers. In winding their way back to the fort, the story goes—Calloway told his 
tale of love to Jemima Boone, Henderson to Betsey Calloway and Holder to Fanny Calloway. 
resulting at an early day thereafter in the marriage of the respective pairs as named. This 
small band was reinforced from year to year, until Kentucky, the “ dark and bloody ground,” 
was peopled with a brave and enterprising race, and the red man driven into the western 
wilds. Boone and Calloway removed with their families and many friends and followers to the 
Missouri river and in the counties of Boone and Calloway many of their descendants still live. 
Holder remained in Kentucky and his family drifted South and settled in Tennessee. 
Richard Calloway Holder, the father of Colonel Holder, was born in Madison county, Ky., 
near the old fort. He was a captain in the War of 1812, going as a volunteer from 
Kentucky, and operating in the northwest and in Canada. After the war he was elected 
elerk of the court, after which he engaged in raising and dealing in horses, building up quite 
a trade in Georgia and South Carolina. He was married to Miss Dunbar in Georgia, after 
which he removed to Tennessee and settled in Franklin county. Two daughters—Sarah J., 
Fanny L—and one son, William Dunbar, were the issue. The mother died when the son was 
only a few weeks old. Her mother surviving and being a member of the family, took charge 
of and reared the infant. In 1839 the family, consisting of grandmother, father and three 
children, removed to Mississippi; the grandmother dying in 1844 and the father previously 
in 1842. Meanwhile the sisters had married; the son settled’ temporarily in 1841 with his 
father near Houston, Miss. His father dying there, the son soon thereafter moved to Pontotoe, 
Miss., and was appointed deputy United States district clerk and subsequently deputy United 
States marshal; in 1853 was elected to the Mississippi legislature, serving one term, not ask- 
ing for a reélection. In June, 1854, he was married near Oxford, Miss., to Miss Bowles; ten 
children, eight boys and two girls, being the result, six boys and one girl surviving. Their 
mother died in Jackson, Miss., in 1887. In April, 1861, W. D. Holder organized a company 
of infantry, and in May following was mustered into the Confederate service, joining the 
Seventeenth Mississippi regiment, then at Corinth, Miss. W. S. Featherston, col.; John 
McGuirk, lieutenant-col.;—-Lyle, major. His command was ordered to Virginia and took part 
in the battle of Manassas or Bull run, next in the battle of Leesburg or Balls bluff, next 
in the seven days’ fight on the Chickahominy. Meanwhile Featherston had been pro- 
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moted to brigadier-general and the regiment reorganized by electing Holder colonel. Holder, 
while in command of his regiment, was wounded at Malvern hill, the last battle of the seven days, 
having che left thigh broken near the body. Partially recovering from this wound, he resumed 
command of his company and took part in the battle of Chancellorsville. He next moved 
with the army of northern Virginia into Pennsylvania and took part in the battle of Gettys- 
burg, where he received a wound in the abdomen, resulting in permanent disability. The 
ball was cut out four years after the war. He resigned his command in the army and was 
elected to the Confederate congress to succeed Gen. Reuben Davis from the Northeast district 
of Mississippi, 1863. He served until the end of the war. Afterward he engaged in farming 
in Mississippi and was appointed deputy auditor in 1SS6 and is now holding that positition. 

S. F. Holditch, whose postoffice address is Ecru, Pontotoe county, Miss., was born in 
Lawrence district, S. C., in 1525. There his father, who was George Holditch, was born 
February 14, 1759; and his mother, Jennie Finley, was born in the same place in 1799. 
They were married in 1517. His father, who was a carpenter by trade, was, during much of 
his life, a planter in Mississippi, where he removed in 1846. He was the father of nine chil- 
dren: William H., who is deceased; John F.; Margaret C., the wife of W. D. Sloan; S. 1 
who is married; Mary E., is deceased; J. N. Collins, deceased; Emma, who married J. 
Pruett; Laura F., the wife of J. Wilkins; Dorothy, the wife of Doctor Cullens. Mr. Hol- 
ditch died in 1862, and his wife died in 1889. They were members of the Baptist church, 
and he was a contributor to all local interests, religious, educational, or otherwise. Person- 
ally, he was very popular and made many warm friends among all classes. While yet a 
mere youth, in 1815, he was in service in an Indian war in Florida. S. F. Holditech began 
life for himself in 1850, engaging in the mercantile business at New Albany, Miss. One year 
later, although he had been successful, uot liking the business he disposed of it and removed 
to Pontotoe county, Miss., and engaged in planting near Wallerville, Miss. In 1852 he 
married Miss Frances Smith, daughter of Elijah Smith, a farmer. To this union were born 
six children: RoennaJ., the wife of George Stephens; Jefferson D., who married; Lewis 
B., deceased; Sidney M., Jennie E. and George W. The last three are unmarried. In 1861 
Mr. Holditch enlisted in the Confederate service, under Colonel Falkner, in the Second 
regiment, in General Whiting’s brigade, of Joe Johnston’s division. Later he served under 
Colonel Falkner, inthe Fourth Mississippicavalry. He was in the battle of Bull Run, and in 
1862 he was promoted toa lieutenantey of a company in the Fourth regiment, under General 
Chalmers. Returning home, in 1865, he has since been engaged in planting. He is the 
owner of about four hundred acres of land, about one-half of which is under cultivation. 
He is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, and is regarded as an honest, upright, and, in 
every way, an estimable citizen. ' 

Prof. G. A. Holley, B.S. & M. Acct., and Prof. J. T. Holley, B. S., Oakland Normal 
institute, Yale, Itawamba county, Miss. Prof. G. A. Holley, B.S. & M. Acct., the senior 
principal of the Oakland Normal institute, was born in Alabama, November 27, 1859. Heisa 
son of R. C. and Emiline J. (Jackson) Holley. His mother was a relative of Gen. Andrew 
Jackson, and has borne her husband seven children: Martha L., the wife of A. J. Raper; 
R. A. married Miss Maggie Wreich; Susan is the wife of Monroe Wreich; Charles D. is a 
teacher; F. M. is a planter. Prof. G. A. Holley is the second of the family. After attend- 
ing the free schools of Alabama, he came with his father to Mississippi, at the age of nineteen, 
and located on a plantation in Itawamba county. He soon became a student in the High- 
land Home school, at Rara Avis, where he remained for a year and a half, going thence to 
the Iuka Normal institute, having previously attended the National Normal university, at 
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Lebanon, O. He finished his education at Iuka, graduating with the degrees of B. S. & M. 
Acct., in 1856. After teaching for a year at the Cooper Normal college, he, in partnership 
with his brother, Professor J. T. Holley, founded Oakland Normal institute in 1887, a more 
extensive notice of which appears below. 2 was married December 26, 1886, to Miss 
Cordelia P. Hale, who was born in Mississippi, March 14, 1868. She is a daughter of 
Nathaniel Hale, who was a native of Tennessee, and her mother of Alabama, both of whom 
are members of the Missionary Baptist church. They had two children: James N. and 
Cordelia P. To Mr. and Mrs. Holley have been born two children, one of whom is living: 
Zena Hester. Politically, Mr. Holley is a democrat, and he cast his first presidential vote 
for Grover Cleveland. He is a master mason, and a member of the Missionary Baptist 
church. He is a strong advocate of temperance reform, and a friend of any measure tending 
to the elevation and ennobling of mankind. Prof. J. T. Holley, B.S., junior principal of the 
Oakland Normal institute, a younger brother of Prof. G. A. Holley, was born in Alabama, 
April 24, 1862. After attending the public schools of Alabama and Mississippi, he en- 
tered Iuka college, and went thence to Cooper college. The degree of B. S. was conferred 
upon him in 1587, at the Cooper Normal college. He was the third child and second 
son of his parents, and came with them to Itawamba county when young. In 1889 he 
was married to Miss Mackie M. Senter, who was born in Mississippi in 1569, a daughter 
of R. T. and Malinda (Priddy) Senter, and the second of their eight children. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Holley has been born one son: Chester Orville. Professor Holley is a democrat, 
and, like his brother, cast his first presidential vote for Grover Cleveland. He and his wife 
are communicants at the Missionary Baptist church. He is no less an advocate of the tem- 
perance reform than his brother, and as an educator has attained a high rank. Oakland 
Normal institute is situated in the eastern part of Itawamba county, about twelve miles east 
of Fulton, in a beautiful oak grove, from which it takes ite name. The main building is 
40x50 feet, and two stories high, and has a seating capacity of about seven hundred. 
The school property cost about $4,300, and the building was erected by Prof. G. A. 
Holley. The institution was chartered in 1891, and is still under the control of the Pro- 
fessors Holley. It is the only educational institution in the county that confers degrees. 
Its faculty is constituted as fo‘lows: G. A. and J. T. Holley, principals; G. A. Holley, pro- 
fessor of the natural sciences, school government and methods of teaching, and bookkeeping; 
J. ‘I’. Holley, professor of mathematics, grammar and English literature; E. C. Reel, B. A., 
professor of Latin, Greek, logic, criticism, mental philosophy, political economy, law and 
government; Miss Marie Unde:h'll, B. E., teacher of elocution and rhetoric; A. J. Hodges, 
teacher of history and geography; W. J. Clark, teacher of penmanship; Miss Eva Boydstun, 
teacher of instrimental music; Mrs. C. P. Holley, B. S., teacher of drawing and painting; 
Mrs. M. M. Holley, D. B., teacher of the primary department; Miss Winona Boydstun, M. 
E. L., typewriter, stenography teacher; Miss Eva Boydstun, teacher in vocal culture; J. T. 
Holley, vocal music; A. J. Hodges, general correspondent. Beginning life without capital, 
these gentlemen have made the best of every opportunity that has been presented, and in 
the Oaklind institute they have built up an educational institution that would do credit to 
older founders and a much older section of the country, which is becoming more and more 
popular as its merits become known. 

Benjamin P. Holli lay, a farmer of Monroe county, was born two miles west of Prairie 
station on the farm ou which he still resides, in 1546. He is the son of Col. John and 
Maria (Speight) Holliday, who were born in North Carolina in 1803 and 1817, respectively. 
Mr. Holliday came to Mississippi in 1837 and married there, settling where our subject now 
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lives. In 1852 they moved to Aberdeen, where Mr. Holliday died in 1881, and where Mrs. 
Holliday still lives. Mr. Holliday never gaye his attention to any other vocation than that of 
planting. He served as colonel of militia in North Carolina; was an A. F. & A. M., stand- 
ing high in that order; was a very successful planter, as was proven by the fact that he 
accumulated a handsome property. He was the son of William Holliday, a native of North 
Carolina, where he was a merchant and planter. His grandfather was Hon. Jesse Speight, a 
native of North Carolina, where he served several years in congress. In 1836 he came to 
near where West Point now is. He was a noted lawyer and politician, and represented Mis- 
sissippi In the United States senate at the time of his death, and was succeeded by Jefferson 
Davis. Our subject was the fifth of ten children, of whom four are living: Mary A. (wife 
of Judge Baxter McFarland); Mariah S. (wife of William G. Elkin, president of the Bank 
of Aberdeen); Walter R. (a planter), and our subject. A son, Capt. T. C. Holliday, was 
killed at the battle of the Wilderness, having served from the beginning of the war on Gen- 
eral Davis’ staff. Benjamin P. Holliday was educated in the common schools of Monroe 
county. In 1863 he joined company C, of the Sixteenth Confederate volunteers. He fought 
at Lafayette, Resaca, at Atlanta and at Mobile. He was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., May 
6, 1865. After his return home he clerked for some time and was engaged in the merchan- 
tile business for a year or two in Okolona, Miss. Since that time’ he has lived on the old 
home place. He and his brother Walter are the owners of over three thousand acres of 
land—one of the best farms in the county or state, and which raises about five hundred bales 
of cotton annually. It is out a way on the prairie, and people often drive out to see this 
model farm. The brothers inherited a portion of it from their father, but have added 
greatly to it by their own efforts, and it is a place of which they may well be proud. Mr. 
Holliday is a member of the A. F. & A. M., of Aberdeen lodge. He is a tall, fine looking 
man, and is neted for his genial ways and the hospitality which always keeps the latcbstring 
out in this plantation of the sunny South. He comes of a family of which any man might 
well boast, and is naturally proud of that fact, and the life of Benjamin P. Holliday proves 
that he intends to add luster to the name he bears. 

J. N. Holliday, farmer, Sharon, Miss., came originally from Georgia, his birth occurring in 
Wilkes county, December 20, 1824, and his parents, Richard I. and Mary E. (Evans) Hol- 
liday, were natives respectively of Maryland and Georgia. They came to Madison county in 
1844, and there the father followed the uneventful life of a farmer until his death, in July, 
1857. He was very active in politics. The mother died in 1552. Of the seven children 
born to this union, all grew to mature years, married, but only two besides our subject are now 
living: Thomas L., a farmer of this county, and Emily, wife of Frank Cetchings, of Copiah 
county. J. N. Holliday, the fifth in order of birth of the abeve mentioned children, started 
out for himself at the age of twenty-one years without any capital, and in fourteen years had 
made $25,000. Miss E. A. Tisdale, who became his wife in 1846, was the daughter of Wil- 
liam and Frances (Finney) Tisdale, natives of Virginia. The fruits of this union were ten 
children, seven of whom are living. In 1861 Mr. Holliday entered the Confederate service, 
company E, Highteenth Mississippi cavalry, and served as courier for General Loring. He 
was in all the battles of his command from Resaca to Atlanta and back to Nashville and 
Franklin. At the close of the war he had three hundred and twenty acres of land, but he 
now has twenty-three hundred acres and raises about one hundred and fifty bales of cotton 
per annum, besides raising all his own corn and forage. He is also quite extensively encaged 
in stockraising—Shorthorn and Holstein cattle and Southdown sheep. For thirty-five years 
he has been a member of the Masonic lodge, and has been treasurer of Sharon lodge for 
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years. He is also a charter member of the Knights of Honor. He has always taken a deep 
interest in politics, and was very active in 1875 and 1876 in helping to establish a better form 
of home government. He has been industrious and thoroughgoing all his life, and has 
amassed a fortune by his own efforts. He and Mrs. Holliday are members of the Methodist 
church. Their children are named in the order of their birth, as follows: William T., a 
farmer of Madison county; Joseph E., of Sharon; Louisa, wife of J. M. Holley; Annie, wife 
of George Galloway; Martha, wife of H. C. Turner; Sallie, wife of J. M. Pace; and John. 
All the children live in Madison county. Mr. and Mrs. Holliday have about thirty-three 
grandchildren. 

Thomas A. Holloman, Phcenix, Yazoo county, Miss., is the eighth of a family of eleven 
children. He was born the 9th day of December, 1852, to John B. and Nancy (Bruffey) Hol- 
loman, natives of Missouri. The father emigrated to Mississippi in 1852, where he engaged 
in mercantile pursuits and agriculture. He was very successful in his business and when he 
had accumulated a considerable estate he retired from active business circles. His father 
was Edmond Holloman of North Carolina. Thomas A. grew to manhood in Mississippi, Ya- 
zoo county, amidst the surroundings of his birthplace. He enjoyed more than ordinary edu- 
cational advantages. He attended the private schools of the neighborhood until he was eigh- 
teen years of age and then entered the Southern university, Greensboro, Ala., where he was 
a student for four years. He was graduated with the class of 1876 with the master’s degree, 
when he returned to his home and entered a mercantile business life. He owns one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, thirty acres being under cultivation. He carries a stock of goods 
valued at $3,000 and transacts a large business annually. He has been twice married. First 
in 1879, he was united to Miss Julia White, a native of Alabama, but reared in Louisiana 
and a daughter of the Rev. Benjamin F. White of the Louisiana conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. One child was born—Thomas W. Mrs. Holloman died Augusi 
25, 1882. Mr. Holloman was married a second time, February 25, 1885, to Miss Laura S. 
Warren of Yazoo City, Miss., a daughter of L. B. Warren, Esq., who was for many years 
cashier of the bank of Yazoo City. This union resulted in the birth of four children; Julia 
R., deceased, Elbert A. deceased, Ellen S. and Melville G. The father and mother are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. Mr. Holloman is also a member of the Knights 
of Honor. He was elected a member of the board of supervisors of Yazoo county in 1SS2+4. He 
is a prominent character in the political ranks of his county, and takes a deep interest in all 
public matters. In the work of his church he is also very faithful and efficient. He has been 
a lay member of the Mississippi annual conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South for 
ten years, and has served on many important boards. He isthe present treasurer of the board 
of church extension of said conference. He was a member of the general conference of his 
church held at Richmond, Va., in 1886, and at St. Louis, Mo., in 1890. He has shown him- 
self worthy of these positions, and has the universal esteem of the community. 

Among the prominent planters of the state who have become noted for their success in 
this pursuit may be found Col. Ira G. Holloway, planter, Oxford, Miss., who is in every way 
worthy of the reputation he bears. He was born in Tuscaloosa county, Ala., in 1832, and came 
with his parents to Monroe county, Miss., in 1842. They located on a plantation, and there the 
Colonel passed his boyhood days. His early scholastic advantages were good, and at the age of 
twouty-two he completed his education in the university of Mississippi. After this he took 
up the study of medicine, but the death of his father prevented his going on with that profes- 
son, as he hal to look after the business the latter had left. Since that time he has devoted 
his time to agricultural pursuits. When the war broke out in L861 he went out with the 
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third company from Monroe county, but was soon taken sick and obliged to return home, 

where he remained until 1864. He then again enlisted and served until the close. He had 
two brothers in the Confederate army, Z. N. and J. L. The former was slain at the 
bloody battle of Shiloh, and the latter is now a planter of Crittenden county, Ark. Colonel 
Holloway owns an extensive plantation in the Mississippi bottoms, twenty-four miles south 

of Memphis. He is an active member of the Baptist church, and a liberal contributor to 
all worthy undertakings. He is generous, public-spirited, and tinds his greatest pleasure in 

the happiness of his friends and in the gratification of every wish of his family. His first mar- 

riage was to Miss Bettie Love, of Aberdeen, Miss., who bore him nine children. After her 
death he married Mrs. Shotwell, formerly a Miss Brown, daughter of Col. James Brown. 

Colonel Holloway was elected to the legislature by the democratic party in 1871 and served 
until 1875, at which time he retired from politics, and has devoted his attention to his planta- 
tion since. He became a Mason in 1860, and since then he has been active in the various 
branches of that lodge. In order to give his children better educational advantages, he 
moved to Oxford in 1886, and there he resides at the present time. - His father-in-law, Col. 

James Brown, was born in Maury county, Tenn., on the 25th of October, 1796, and died near 
Victoria, Tex., on the 16th of January, 1S80. He was of Irish descent, his grandfather, 
James Brown, having emigrated from the Emerald Isle to Virginia when a youth. The 
latter removed to Guilford county, N. C., where Joseph Brown (the father of the Colonel) 
was born in 1772. In 1778 Grandfather Brown attempted to migrate from Guilford to the 
Cumberland country, a task not only very tedious but very hazardous, as the intervening 
country was full of Indians. He attempted to reach Nashville by descending the Tennessee 
river and ascending the Ohio and Cumberland rivers in a boat. The party passed the Chick- 
amauga towns safely, but the Indians sent runners across the mountains to intercept thern at 
Running Water town and Nickajack, where they were all captured and killed except the 
father of the Colonel, his mother and two little sisters. They were prisoners for many 
months, but were finally released. The Indians hesitated for some time before releasing 
Joseph Brown, for they feared he would return and revenge himself by destroying them. 

They were right in their surmises, for he did return with a company raised for that purpose, 
and entirely broke upthe band. Col. Joseph Brown settled in Maury county, Tenn., and at his 
house the first court ever held in the county convened. The first trial involved but $16.50, 
in which Thomas H. Benton, the noted United States senator of Missouri was a participant. In 
this house Col. James Brown was born, and there grew to manhood. His early educational 
advantages were limited, as school facilites were not very good at that early date, and in his 
early school days he was a classmate of James K. Polk. He became one of a company and 
was engaged in surveying Chickasaw lands. He was also one of a party that ran the 
Winchester survey between Tennessee and Mississippi, and engaged in land speculations, 
which proved eminently successful. Colonel Brown returned to Maury county in 1825 and 
was married there to Miss Annie Williamson, sister of Col. McCord Williamson, secretary of 
state under Governor Reynolds of Mississippi, and Mrs. William S. Burney. He then located 
in Jackson, Tenn., and after the death of Mrs. Brown in 1833, he #«emoved to Mississippi, 
locating permanently in Lafayette county,in 1836. There he surveyed the Chickasaw lands, 
this being ordered by the government. -In this way he familiarized himself with the value 
of lands, and when they were put into market he purchased largely, thus becoming very 
wealthy. Colonel Brown distinguished himself in everything he undertook, and everything 
seemed to prosper in his hands. He owns extensive plantations in Lafayette, Panola, Tunica, 
Coahoma, and Bolivar counties. In 1840 he married Miss Mary Strong, a highly cultivated 
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and intelligent lady, and to them were born three daughters, all of whom live consistent Chris- 
tian lives. The Colonel took great interest in educational enterprises and established Mount 
Sylvan, eleven miles west of Oxford, and tendered it to the Oxford presbytery, for the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church. It was successfully conducted by Dr. Robert Morris and by 
8S. G. Burney, D. D. Colonel Brown also educated several young men for the ministry. He 
became a member of the board of trustees and was one of its most useful adjuncts. While 
he was not a classical scholar, he was one of the best trustees the university ever had. Any 
cause he espoused was sure of success, for he never abandoned it until the desired end was 
obtained. He represented his county as senator, twice in the legislature. When the Mis- 
sissippi Central railroad scheme was first inaugurated he early became enlisted in the project. 
He was made a director and was also a stockholder when it was incorporated, and gaye his 
time and means for its support. Through his instrumentality it runs where it now does, as a 
few miles west was selected by the engineers. He was ever a friend of his state, his county 
and his town. Jn 1818 he served with General Jackson against.the Seminole Indians, and 
all honor is due him for his deeds and his worth. His father was a minister of the gospel 
for more than forty-eight years, but his history is too well known to try to add to it. 

Capt. John C. Holmes, farmer and merchant, Fearn’s Springs, Miss., is one of the pioneer 
settlers of the county and an agriculturist of advanced ideas and principles. He was orig- 
inally from Buncombe county, North Carolina, born 1817, and was the son of Thomas and 
Margaret (Craig) Holmes, both natives of Virginia, the father born in 1786 and the mother 
in 1798. The parents were wedded in Buncombe county, North Carolina, and when the cap- 
tain was an infant they removed to near the town of Birmingham, Ala. About 1822 they 
removed to Pickens county, were among the pioneer settlers, and in 1834 they located in 
Winston county, on Hashuqua creek, where the father began at once to improve a farm. The 
same year he built a grist and saw mill, the second in Winston county, and this he operated 
for many years. He was an early settler of this county also. The father had received but 
an ordinary education, but he was a man of excelleut judgment, natural ability and broad 
intellect. H2 was justice of the peace and a member of the board of police for a number of 
years, and was an oldschool! democrat in politics. He died in 1874, in full communion with 
the Methodist church. His wife died in Alabama in 1833, and he was married twice after- 
ward. He had one child by each of the last marriages, but both are deceased, one dying dur- 
ing the war. Mr. ani Mrs. Holmes were both left orphans at an early age, and being 
cousins were reared by an uncle. Their eight children were named in the order of their 
births as follows: Jesse, died in Texas; John C., Thomas F., died on the old farm in Winston 
county in 1890; Amanda J., widow of Asbury Fleetwood; Julius M., of Texas, was in the late 
war; Payton G., was also in the late war and died in the Lome Star state; Stokely M., of 
Texas, also, was in the war and held the rank of major of a Texas regiment, and Rufus 
F., of Winston county, was also in the war between the two sections. While the Confeder- 
ates were making the charge at Peach Tree creek he was wounded in the knee and left in 
the rear. While there he noticed a Federal soldier some distance away and beckoned him 
to approach. This the latter did, and when he got near enough Rufus drew a large knife and 
ordered the soldier to carry him to the Confederate camp, which was done by the latter with- 
out any hesitancy. Capt. John C. Holmes passed his boyhood days on the farm, received a 
common education and has alied to this by observation and study until he is fitted to con- 
duct almost any kinl of businass. 2 was married in 1837 to Miss Martha A. Reed, a 
native of Jeffsorson county, Mississippi, born in ISLS, and the daughter of William and 
Jemimi (Stimpley) Reed, both natives of Mississippi, where they spent all their lives, the 
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father dying in Madison county. To Captain and Mrs. Holmes were born four children: 
Margaret (deceased), was the wife of E. B. Suttles; Callie, is the wife of James P. McGraw; 
Robert (deceased), was sergeant in the Fifth Mississippi under Captain Reed, and died 
near Pensacola in December, 1861; Mary is the wife of Timothy Anderson. Since his mar- 
riage the Captain has resided on his present farm, and is one of the leading landowners in 
the county, owning about two thousand acres and about one-fifth of Hashuqua factory, 
nearly all the fruits of his own labor. He was engaged in merchandising about twenty 
years before the war and has continued the same most of the time since. In 1568 he and 
others erected a cotton factory in the neighborhood and it was known as “Hashuqua factory.” 
This Captain Holmes operated with fair success for fifteen years and since then it has been 
leased to different individuals. For fifteen years prior to the war Captain Holmes was post- 
master at Fearn’s Springs; was also justice of the peace, and was once a member of the 
board of police. In 1851 he was electe 1 as a Unionist to the States’ Rights convention that 
met at Jackson. He was a member of the militia a short tune during the war. He is a 
member of Winstonville lodge No. 277, which was organized about 1863 with the Captain 
as worshipful master. Mrs. Holmes was a member of the Baptist church and died in 1590. 
She was an excellent woman. 

James J. Holt was born in Yazoo county, Miss., June 
enterprising young planters of the community. He is the youngest of a family of eight 
children born to Robert S. and Ann C. (Masily) Holt, natives of Kentucky and Tennessee, 
respectively. His father came to Mississippi in the pioneer days, and settled im Yazoo 
City, where he engaged in the practice of law. He followed this profession, successfully, 
until his death, which occurred in 1867. Joseph Holt, a brother of Robert S., also located 
in Yazoo City, and, while they were not partners in business, they often worked in the same 
suits. Joseph Holt was judge advocate-general during President Johnson’s administration, 


21, 1863, and is one of the most 


and was a very conspicuous figure in the early political history of the county. Jamos J. 
passed an uneventful youth, receiving his education in the public schools. He acquired a 
practical knowledge of bookkeeping, and has devoted some time to that work. At present, 
however, he is giving his entire time and attention to agricultural pursuits. He owns three 
hundred acres of land in the Yazoo valley, and two hundred acres have been developed into 
as fine farming land as lies within the borders of Yazoo county. He has made many modern 
improvements and surrounded himself with all the comforts ‘of life. The growth of the 
country and the upbuilding of the county have been matters of the greatest importance to 
Mr. Holt, and he has not been slow to assist in these affairs, and to give zealous support to 
all worthy enterprises. Politically, he adheres to the principles of the democratic party. 
The Holt family is of English origin, and was one of the earliest to settle in America. 

Hon. Joseph Holt was born in Breckinridge county, Ky., in LSO07, was educated at Dan- 
ville and thoroughly trained for the law. Admitted to the bar at Elizabethtown, in 1828, he 
became district attorney there, and later removed to Mississippi, in 1837, locating first at 
Jackson, then at Vicksburg. With the prestige of the prominent part he had previously 
taken in the race of Richard M. Johnson for the vice-presidency, and his wonderful speech in 
the national democratic convention of 1836, his reception in this state was flattering, and he 
was speedily recognized as one of the brightest lights of the bar of Mississippi. Ten years 
later he removed to Louisville, Ky. In 1857 he was appointed commissioner of patents; in 
1859 he became postmaster-general; in 1860 he was made secretary of war; in 1862 he was 
uppointed judge a lvozate-general. After the trial of the assassination conspirators and the 
execution of Harrold, Payne, Atzeroth and Mrs. Surrat{ he retired from view and lived in ob- 
scurity. 
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Capt. Charles B. Hood, a member of the firm of Clark, Hood & Co., Tupelo, Miss., was 
born in St. Clair county, Ala., in December, 1528, and is a son of William and Cecelia 
(Quinn) Hood, natives of Georgia. The father was born in 1796, and died in Monroe county, 
Miss., in 1885. He was a minister of the Missionary Baptist church, and preached the 
gospel for twenty-three years. In 1546 he removed to Mississippi from Alabama, and gave 
some attention to agriculture, although he devoted his best efforts to the ministry. His wife 
died in 1885 at the age of eighty-two years. She was a member of the Baptist church, and 
a worthy Christian woman. She was a daughter of John Quinn, a native of South Carolina, 
but her grandfather was born in Ireland. Captain Hood is the fifth of a family of nine 
children: Hiram; Narcissa, widow of S. Rogers; Calvin D.; Almeda, deceased, was the wife of 
E. Merritt; Charles B., Siduey, deceased; Franklin D., deceased; John D., deceased; and 
Elizabeth, now Mrs. Williams. The Captain grew to manhcod in Monroe county, Miss., and 
received but a limited education. Atthe age of twenty-one years he left the paternal roof 
and engaged in farming on his own account. The following year he came to Mississippi, 
where he engaged as a clerk; thence he went to Pontotoc, Miss., where he remained until 
the Civil war. There he was employed by Martin & Duke, with the exception of one year. 
After the war he went back and clerked for the new firm of Duke & Martin. In 1872 he 
came to Tupelo and formed a partnership with the gentlemen with whom he is now asso- 
ciated. The firmofClark, Hood & Co. do an immense wholesale and retail business, employing 
a capital of $100,000. The different departments of the business are superintended by com- 
petent men. They have two stores besides the one at Tupelo; one is at Shannon and the other 
one is at Nettleton. Capain Hood was married to Miss Martha L. Wiley, a native of Alabama 
and a daughter of Joseph Wiley, a planter of Pontotoc county, Miss. Six children were born 
of this union, two of whom are deceased: Mabel, Joseph F., Edwin D., and Hattie Lee. 
Maggie and May were twins; they were beautiful girls, but death claimed them at the age of 
four years. Capt. Hood enlisted in the Confederate service from Pontotoc county. He was made 
second lieutenant, and was promoted to the first heutenaney. When his regiment was reor- 
ganized the second time at Greensboro, N. C., he was made captain of one of the three 
companies into which the regiment was divided, being appointed by President Davis. Soon 
after this the company surrendered at High Point, N.C. Captain Hood participated in many 
of the most important engagements of the conflict, and had many narrow escapes from death 
and captivity. Politically he is an ardent democrat. He has held the position of alderman of 
Tupelo, and there is not a citizen of the place who has devoted more honest effort to her inter- 
ests. He and his wife are members of the Presbyterian chureh, of which he is an elder. 
He belongs to the Masonic order, having reached the degree of Knight Templar. He is also 
a member of the I. O. O. F. He has filled some of the highest offices of both lodges, and 
is highly regarded not only by the fraternities but by the entire community. He has made his 
way in the business world solely by his own efforts, and the high position which he has 
attained in the commercial circles of Mississippi is a reward of which he is in every way 
worthy. 

Rev. William Hoover was born in Pike county, Miss., at Oak Grove, the home of his 
father, Judge Christian Hoover, one mile from Myrtle Place, his present residence, January 
25, 1832. His father, Christian Hoover, son of Christian Hoover and Mary Zeigler, was born 
in Orangeburg district, 8. C., November 24, 1796. He came to Mississippi when it was a 
territory and a wild country, inhabited principally by Indians and wild beasts. He was a 
soldier in the war of 1812; was at the battle of New Orleans. He married Mrs. Mary Ney- 
Jand Nailer, April 8, 1823. She was a sweet-spirited Christian woman, of remarkable beauty 
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of person and soul, and to him was as the flower-garden of the Lord. He was one of the 
earliest settlers of the state, and subsequently Vecame a prominent figure in Mississippi, be- 
ing active in local and state politics. His first official position was that of justice of peace. 
Later he was a member of the board of supervisors and was probate judge for twenty years. 
He represented Pike county in the state l-gislature, and was a representative of his district 
in the state senate. He proved true to th- trust reposed in him, and was honored and re- 
spected even by his political opponents. He was a successful farmer, and amassed a large 
fortune. He was a devout Christian, end avoided even the appearance of evil; was gen- 
erous and kind to the poor, and helped many to independence who would otherwise have 
eked out a miserable existence. He was a man of prayer, and did not dare to sin. He 
had over one hundred negroes on his plantation. The circuit preacher, who preached in his 
home also preached to the negroes, and many of them were taught the way of life, and 
bless the memory of this sainted man for the happy homes they had there, and refer with 
pride to his care of them in sickness or trou! le. His beloved wife died February 3, 1S08. 
By her he had fourteen children; only eight survived the mother. He was a true democrat; 
was a well-read man; hada splendid library. His children were well educated in the best 
schools. He married a second wife, Mrs. S. S. Equeen, of New Orleans, La., May, 1859. By 
her he had two sons. On July 27, 1868, he gathered up his feet in death, and joyfully 
went home to God. Truly he deserved the eulogy pronounced by Solomon on old age: A 
hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the ways of righteousness, and a good name 
is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favor more than choice gold. William, 
the sixth son of Christian and Mary Hoover, was reared on the farm, attending school near 
his home until he was sixteen years of age. After that time he entered Centenary college, at 
Jackson, La., where he was a student for four years, when his health became impaired and 
he was compelled to relinquish his studies, and was thus prevented from graduating. In 
1852 he was married to Miss Martha L. J. Thompson, a native of Mississippi, who was reared 
near Greensburg, La. She was the daughter of Alexander Thompson, of Georgia, and Dor- 
othy Prior Womack, of St. Helena parish, La. She was educated at Readville seminary, 
Baton Rouge, La. In a quiet, humble way she was a leader in church and temperance work, 
and her best energies have been spent in the service of God. She is gifted in prayer, and 
it has been said that her prayers contain more theology than some preachers’ sermons. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Hoover have been born nine children: Christian R., Thomas Y., 
William J., Robert M., Mattie A., John 8., Diotician A., Virginia D. and Wheat A. Mr. 
Hoover is a successful planter, owning six hundred acres of fine land, about a third of which 
is tillable. After the war he had a church built for the negroes to worship in, and also 
lurgely assisted in building a chapel near his home, called St. Mary, in memory of his 
mother. During the Civil war he was chaplain in the Thirty-third Mississippi infantry, but 
owing to his position he, of course, was not a participant in the battles. He has been a local 
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church South for thirty-five years. Until the last five 
years he has been employed by the Mississippi conference on mission and circuit work. His 
family, which is of German origin, was one of the oldest in this part of the South. Mr. Hoover 
is a well-rounded character in every relation of life, is liberal-minded, progressive, and has 
contributed his full share toward the establishment and maintenance of beneficial insti- 
tutions, and aided everything that has a tendency to further the interests of his county and 
his people. 
William N. Hood, a prominent citizen of Washington county, Miss, is descended from 
oue of the oldest and best-known families of the state of Kentucky, members of which took a 
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prominent part in its early history. He was born in Lexington, Ky., in 1532, to Dr. William 
S. Hood, of Clark county, of that state, who for some years practiced medicine, but afterwards 
abandoned it, when comparatively young, to take up the calling of a planter, continuing this 
occupation until his death, which oceurred on the Ohio river near Shawneetown, IIL, by the 
explosion of the steamboat James Jackson. He was very successful in all his business enter- 
prises, and at his death left his family well provided for. His widow, who was formerly Miss 
Mary A. Smith, was born in Scott county, Ky., to Capt. Nelson Smith, whose native birth- 
place was Louisa county, Va. The paternal grandparents were Lucas and Frances (Wills) 
Hood, the birth of the former occurring in what is now Clark county, Ky. (then Virginia), 
the latter being also a native of the Old Dominion. James Hood, the great-grandfather, 
was a major in the Revolutionary war, throughout which he served, being under Gen. Anthony 
Wayne. He also took part in some of the early Indian wars of Kentucky. The maternal 
great-grandfather, William Smith, was born in Louisa county, Va., was a planter and lived 
the greater part of his life in Fayette county, Ky., where he reared a large family of chil- 
dren, Col. D. Howard Smith being his grandson, holding the position of auditor of Kentucky 
for twelve years. Gen. G. W. Smith was his great-grandson. His wife was a Miss Rodes, a 
native of Virginia. William N. Hood was the eldest in a family of three children, the other 
two members of the family being Elizabeth Waller, wife of William R. Fleming, who died in 
Lexington, Ky., in 1864, and Thomas Howard, who resides in Cynthiana, Ky. Although he 
was a practitioner of medicine at one time, the most of his life has been devoted to the 
drug business. Col. William Dudley married a great aunt of Mr. Hood’s. The latter was 
reared on Blue Glass soil and was educated in Georgetown of his native state. In 1858 he 
began business on his own account, at which time he purchased his father’s property in 
Washington county, Miss., aud began planting, 
In 1856 his marriage to Miss Clara Hickman, a native of Paris, Ky., was celebrated, she being 
a daughter of William Hickman, of that state, her. mother being a Miss Trueman, of Mays- 
ville, Ky. To Mr. Hood’s marriage the following children were born: William Hickman, 
a merchant of Magenta; Mary 8., who resides at home; Clifton Rodes, also at home; Thomas 
Howard, a merchant of Greenville: Elizabeth, at home, and Dabney H., who is attending 
school at Versailles, Ky. Mr. Hood has always been a democrat in politics and in the prog- 
ress and development of the county he has taken a deep interest and has done much toward 
bringing it to its present admirable state of cultivation and civilization. He has a beautiful 
and comfortable home on Deer creek, and with his family about him he is prepared to spend 
the rest of his days in ease and comfort. His wife is an earnest worker in and a member of 
the Baptist church. 


which has been his chief occupation ever since. 


Thomas H. Hood, a member of a firm who deal in genfs’ furnishing goods, boots and 
shoes, etc., was originally from the Blue Grass state, born in 1865, and is fourth in order of 
birth of seven children born to William N. and Clara (Hickman) Hood, the parents, natives 
also of that state, Scott and Bourbon counties respectively. The paternal grandfather, Dr. 
William 8. Hood, was a native also of Kentucky, and. came to Mississippi at an early day, 
acquiring property in Washington county. He had most extensive planting interests here 
and was one of the county’s prominent citizens. He was killed in a steamboat explosion. 
After his death his son, William N. (father of the subject), assumed charge and came to 
Greenville, where he made his home before the war, and where he has since resided. He, 
with his unele, L. R. Smith, has one of the finest plantations in Washington county. This 
is called Magenta, and is on Deer creek. There are 1,300 acres under cultivation. Of 
the seven children born to his marriage six are now living: W.H., Mary S., Clinton R., David 
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Hickman (died at the age of seventeen years), Thomas H., Elizabeth and Howard. Thomas 
H.. Hood was educated in Washington county, and in 1583 began buying cottonseed for the 
Greenville oilworks. In 1884 he went to Bolivar county and clerked for W. E. Ringo & Co., 
for sixteen months after which he became manager in the mercantile business of E. F. Mil- 
ler at Chickory Landing. There he remained two years and then embarked in business 
with Green, Clay & E. F. Miller at Kentucky Landing, under the firm name of T. H. Hood & 
Co. At the end of one year Mr. Hood sold out and came to Greenville, where he engaged in 
his present business. This firm carries a stock of goods valued at about 310,000 and have a 
rapidly increasing trade. Mr. Hood is thoroughly experienced in business matters and is a 
rising young business man. He has one of the best stores in Greenville. 

There is a no more popular or useful man in Mississippi than the eminent lawyer, ora- 
tor, soldier and statesman, Hon. Charles E. Hooker, of Jackson, who was born in Union dis- 
trict, S.C. He graduated from the Cambridge law school, and removed to Jackson, Miss., and 
entered upon the practice of his profession. He was elected district attorney of the River 
district in 1850, and was elected to the Mississippi legislature in 1859, but resigned his seat 
to enter the Confederate army, and was wounded during the siege of Vicksburg. Later he 
was promoted to the rank of colonel of cavalry, and assigned to duty on the military court 
attached to General Polk’s command. He was elected attorney-general of the state of Missis- 
sippi in 1865, and reélected in 1868, and, in common with the other civil officers of the state, 
was removed by the military authorities. He was elected to the XLIVth, XLVth, XLVIth, 
XLVIIth and Lth congresses, and was reélected to the LIst congress as a democrat, receiv- 
ing eleven thousand nine hundred and seventy-seven votes against three thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-seven votes for Kernaghan, republican. Mr. Hooker is a Mississippian in all 
that the term implies except by nativity, and when he adopted the state as his he gave to her 
all there was of his manhood, his talent and his patriotism. She has not an interest that is 
not near to his heart, not a cause for sorrow or for rejoicing that he does not make his own. 
There is no measure looking to the welfare of Mississippi and Mississippians that he does not 
aid if necessary with pen and tongue and purse. As a representative of the state in the 
national congress and before the country at large, he is the living embodiment of her spirit 
and her chivalry, and the clearest-headed and clearest-voiced advocate of her development 
and her advancement. For all that he is and for all that he has done for them he is loved 
by the people of Mississippi, and his fame as a statesman of the broadest views and most 
unselfish purposes, and as the “silver-tongued orator of the South,” has extended to the 
‘remotest parts of the Union. He has sons on whom the mantle of his sturdy manhood will 
fall, aud who promise to live after him something like the useful life which he has given to 
the state. These are Charles E. Hooker, Jr., a brilliant young lawyer of Dallas, Tex., and 
Allan J. Hooker, who occupies an honorable position at the national capital. 

John Hopkinson, Wesson, Miss. Every man in the United States, by birth or its equiva- 
lent, shares or is a shareowner in the glorious privileges of our government to forge through 
the ranks of the many and become one of the few. A man who possesses the ability to do 
this—who by years of patient toil and unswerving loyalty to truth and integrity forces his 
way through the multitudes of others equally as ambitious and, determined and wrests from 
the world a meed of victory, does not need a piece of academic parchment, learnedly inscribed, 
to make his life valuable to the community in which he lives, for by his sterling methods and 
his high moral purpose he has become a leading factor in the conservatism of the good gov- 
ernment of his community and a valuable example to those whose efforts in human progress 
have just begun, Such a man Mr. John Hopkinson, the subject of this sketch. Mr. 
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Hopkinson was born in Lancashire, near Manchester, Eng., in the year 1840. — His early 
education consisted of the regular scholastic’ studies of the common schools, and continned 
only until he was twelve years of age, at which time he was obliged to begin caring for him- 
self. It is a tender age for a boy to start out in life’s efforts, for he can scarcely be expected 
to understand what the full meaning of the world suggests; but many of the most respected 
and best-informed men of the day are those who began early in life to learn the lessons of 
labor and self-support. Mr. Hopkinson is one of such men. Endowed by nature with more 
than the common allotment of perception and force of character, his progress has been onward 
from the start. He made many changes in his early life, but always for the purpose of 
improving his mind and advancing his earnings. At the age of twelve he began work in a 
cottonmill near Manchester, and continued in that position until he was twenty years old. 
He then devoted four years to learning the manufacture of woolen fabrics in a large mill at 
Manchester, and he is to-day regarded as one of the most expert designers and finished eal- 
culators in the manufacture of cotton and woolen goods :1 America. He is an inventor of 
no small note, and has planned and executed some of the best methods of advanced manu- 
facture in use to-day. In 15866 he came to America ard began his career in the land of 
liberty at Philadelphia, where he entered the employ of Charles Spencer & Sons at German- 
town. From those mills he went to the great mills of Aaron Jones at Germantown, and from 
there he soon went to Chambersburg, Penn. Believing, as he says, in the advice of Horace 
Greeley, he soon went farther west and settled at Johnstown, Penn., and worked in the woolen- 
mills at that place, which at that time had five thousand operatives. Here Mr. Hopkinson 
remained until he had saved up considerable money, when he removed to Ohio, and in company” 
with a friend rented a mill and started out on his own hook as a manufacturer of woolens. The 
adventure was not a success, and in a short time Mr. Hopkinson removed to Eminence, Ky., 
where he met Miss Delilah Cooley, of Langford, and married her. After his marriage he 
removed with his young wife to Grayhampton, Ky., and began work in the Anderson cotton 
factory. He remained at this point in the employ of the mills until 1873, when he came to 
Wesson and immediately entered the service of the great Mississippi mills, just then ro-organ- 
ized and put into solid shape by Col. Edmund Richardson. Mr. Hopkinson entered the 
Mississippi mills as a foreman in one of the important departments, and in a short time was 
advanced to a more important place of trust and executive responsibility, and continued to 
advance until in a short time he was made general superintendent of the whole vast concern. 
In this position he has continued ever since and is looked upon as the practical father of the 
mills; knowing every detail in and out, every stop and start, he conducts the vast institution 
with a degree of exactness and profit to the owners and contentment to the employes only 
equaled by the magnitude of the mills themselves. Colonel] Richardson reposed the utmost 
confidence in his superintendent, and it was never misplaced or abused. Colonel Richard- 
son’s eldest son, Mr. James 8. Richardson, in a recent note to the writer, in connection with 
the history of his eminent father, further attests Mr. Hopkinson’s virtues and truly remark- 
able executive ability by saying, “‘ The great success of the mills is in a great part attribut- 
able to Mr. Hopkinson, the superintendent, who has been with the mills since they started, 
and to whom the government of its employes is entirely entrusted.”” To the mind familiar 
with the government of a mill employing two thousand people, these words speak volumes. 
They tell of the watchful and tireless care and kindly consideration that are absolutely neces- 
sary to successfully treat so vast a subject. Mr. Hopkinson has accumulated a comfortable 
fortune by strict economy and sobriety. He owns a handsome house in easy reach of the 
great mills, and while seated in this well-earned place of rest and comfort, surrounded by 
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his good wife and children, the latter being two boys and two girls, his contentment 1s com- 
plete. In person Mr. Hopkinson bears a little resemblance to the typical Englishman. He 
stands about five feet eight inches in hight, and is compactly built. He has a penetrating 
yet kindly eye and a mild speech. He is pleasant in conversation and when talking of Col- 
pacl Richardson or his late employer and associate in the mill management, Captain Oliver, 
he is eloquent and intense. “I loved them both,” said he to the writer, “ but of course, I 
knew Captain Oliver more intimately, and there never lived a more manly man, a better friend 
or more just employer than he.” 

Hugh A. Hopper, general merchant and planter, of De Kalb, Kemper county, Miss., was 
born in Alabama in 1837, and is ason of John and Drueilla Hopper. When he was seven- 
teen years of age his parents removed to Mississippi and settled on a farm, where he was 
trained to all the details of agriculture. He received his education in the common schools. 
He was married, at eighteen years of age, in Kemper county to Miss Catharine McRae, a 
daughter of James and Sarah (McArn) McRae. They had six children born to them: 
Emma, who is now Mrs. Cotton, a resident of West Virginia; James A.; Mary, now Mrs. 
Rosenbaum, of Kemper county; Thaddeus A., Ella and Effie, who died in childhood. The 
parents are members of the Presbyterian church. Mrs. Hopper died in 1882, and her remains 
were buried at De Kalb. Mr. Hopper enlisted, in 1861, in company H, of the Thirty-sixth 
Mississippi volunteer infantry, and served until the close of the struggle. After the 
war he was appointed sheriff of Kemper county, and was afterward elected treasurer. In 
the discharge of the duties pertaining to these offices he was faithful and efficient, and gave 
entire satisfaction to the people of the county. Since retiring from public office he has 
devoted himself to agriculture, in which he has been equally successful. He owns fifteen 
hundred acres of land and carries on a general farming business. He has a half interest in 
a mercantile business which is managed by his son, James A. He was one of the early set- 
tlers of the county and has been one of the potent factors in its development and progress. 
James A. Hopper was born in Kemper county, Miss., in 1864, and received his education in 
the common schools and at Oxford university. In 1883, after leaving school, he engaged in 
mercantile trade, his father owning the other half interest in the business. He has displayed 
good judgment and more than ordinary ability, and bids fair to take his place in the front 
rank of Kemper county merchants. He was married in 1S90 to Miss Sarah Delchamps, of 
Mobile, Ala., a daughter of J. J. and Sarah Delehamps. Mrs. Hopper was born in Mobile, 
Ala., in 1864. She is a devoted member of the Episcopal church. Mr. Hopper belongs to 
the Masonic order. In his political opinions he adheres to the principles of the democratic 
party. In addition to the mercantile interests he owns some real estate in Kemper county. 

Joshua Beaumont Hopson is one of the intelligent and deserving young planters of 
Coahoma county, and as he is industrious and enterprising, he gives promise of becoming 
one of the leading men of this section. He was born in this county on the 18th of Novem- 
ber, 1870, the second of three children born to William H. and Mary R. (Porter) Hopson, 
both of whom were native Mississippians. The father was a very successful planter of this 
county, and during the late war served throughout the entire struggle in the Confederate 
army. He died in 1873, leaving behiud him a record of honesty and industry which might 
well be followed by the rising generation. His parents, William H. and E. Tennessee 
(Badget) Hopson, were born in Kentucky, in which state they were members of prominent 
and respected families. The maternal grandfather was a Confederate soldier, and com- 
manded his company. The Porters were from Missouri, where they were well known and 
prominent. Joshua B. Hopson was reared in the county of his birth, and was educated in 
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the agricultural college and at Oxford. On account of failing health he left school in 1889 
and took charge of a plantation, andealthough he bas been familiar with planting all his 
life, he has succeeded admirably for so young a man, and is now the owner of ten hundred 
acres of some of the richest Jand in Coahoma county, six hundred of which are in a good 
state of cultivation, a large portion of which he has opened and improved himself. He 
devotes his entire time to his planting interests, and is a thoroughly practical and competent 
business man. He possesses excellent morals, is modest and quiet in demeanor and is 
strictly temperate. Being agreeable and very social in his tastes, he has won a wide circle 
of friends. He has a good business education, is a practical civil engineer and isa great 
reader and close student. 

Mrs. L. M. Hopson owes her nativity to Robertson county, Tenn., and is the daughter 
of Benjamin and Mary (Williams) Mallory, the father a native of Virginia and the mother 
of North Carolina, descendants of representative families of those states. Mrs. Hopson was 
married in Tennessee to Dr. Howel H. Hopson, who was also a native of Tennessee, and 
the son of Joseph and Mary (Harrison) Hopson, and the fruits of this union were four chil- 
dren, two sons and two daughters. The eldest child died in infancy and the remainder are 
named as follows: Joseph J., Howel J. and Lillian. Dr. Hopson removed from Ten. 
nessee to Coahoma county, Miss., in 1867, located on the plantation formerly owned by his 
father, three miles south of Clarksdale, and there resided until the time of his death, which 
occurred on the 3lst of December, 1879. Mrs. Hopson and two sons now survive him. 
They reside on the old plantation, consisting of eighteen hundred acres of land with nine 
hundred and forty acres under cultivation in the fertile bottoms of Sunflower river, and are 
successfully engaged in cultivating the soil. , In the year 1890 five hundred bales of cotton 
were raised on the place, and this is doubtless owing entirely to the good management and 
industrious and persevering manner in which Mrs. Hopson superintends everything. She 
has a nice two-story frame house, good outbuildings, and quite a number of tenant houses. 
She is a member of the Methodist church South, and is a lady of culture and retinement. 
Her husband, Howel H. Hopson, studied medicine and practiced his profession for three 
years prior to the war. After that eventful period he devoted his time and attention to agri- 
cultural pursuits. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity. 

Capt. James A. Hoskins is one of the leading citizens of Lincoln county, Miss., and 
was a native of Christian county, Ky., being born in 1832. He is a son of George C. and 
Nancy (Harned) Hoskins. His father was a native of Mead county, Ky., and was born in 
1806. His mother was born in Meade county, Ky., in 1808. They were married near Bran 
denburg, and soon after moved to Hopkinsville, Christian county. In 1846 they came to 
Mississippi, where Mr. Hoskins engaged in planting and other business operations, being a 
mechanic of considerable ability and a man of more than ordinary enterprise. He erected a 
gristmill which, when it was completed, was the only one within a radius of thirty miles. 
Here the family lived for some years. The father died in Livingston, Ala., in his forty-sev- 
enth year. He was the youngest of sixteen sons and one daughter, all of whom lived to 
maturity, married and had families, and all of whom, except himself, lived to an advanced age. 
The death of Mr. Hoskins was caused by the formution of an abscess on his face, in conse- 
quence of having a tooth extracted. Of this large family most of them passed their lives in 
Jefferson, Meade and Hardin counties, Ky., and are buried near there. The eldest son of 
Mr. Ventrees, who married the only daughter of this family, was a musician of great ability 
and a master of the violin, as was also the eldest son of the family of Hoskins. It is a 
remarkable fact that there was not one ne’er-to-do-well among these sixteen sons, and that 
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every one of them became well to do or wealthy, The original Hoskins family came from 
West Virginia. Col. John Hoskins, the first cousin of the subject, a colonel of infantry on 
the Federal side, was killed at Hoskins Crossroads, Ky., during the late war. After the death 
of Mr. Hoskins, Mrs. Hoskins remained a widow until 1873, when she died at the house of 
her son, James A. She had been for many years a member of the Baptist church, with 
which she united at Brandenburg, Ky. In 1S41, upon the occasion of her baptism and that 
of eighty others, it was necessary to cut the ice, which was three feet thick, in order that 
the subjects for baptism might be immersed by Elder Fisher, a leading Baptist minister of 
that state. To Mr. and Mrs. Hoskins were born a large family, all of whom are living: 
Elizabeth, became the wife of Edward Rothrock, who died in Texas in 1889, leaving five 
sons and one daughter; the others are William S., James A., George W., Ellen, who mar- 
ried Alfred McClendon and lives in Brookhaven; Zachary T., Thomas D., who lives at Los 
Angeles, Cal. All of these, except the last mentioned. are living in Brookhaven. Our sub- 
ject was reared in Kentucky and learned the trade of a machinist with Gaty, McCune & 
Co., of St. Louis. . In 1849 he assisted in the removal of the Indians from Scott county, Miss. 
He built one of the first mills in Neshoba county, Miss., on the Pear] river, in which the 
lumber was cut with a circular saw. Since that time he has planned and built more than 
sixty sawmills in different parts of Mississippi. He came to Brookhaven in 1853, and there 
put up the first circular sawmill in this part of the state, where he has since been engaged 
in the manufacture of lumber. In connection with several other parties he bought seven miles 
of land along the line of the Jackson (now the Illinois Central) railroad. He was one of the 
lessees of the state penitentiary for ten years, and one of the builders, with convict help, of 
seventy-eight miles of the Gulf & Ship Island railroad to the gulf. He also built the rail- 
road from Memphis to Holly Springs, working some eight hundred hands, employing six 
hundred hands alone in the grading operations. He was also the constructor of the Hoskins 
branch from Brookhaven, of which road he was general manager. He married Miss Lizzie A. 
Whitworth, of Brookhaven, a daughter of the founder of the Whitworth college. She was born 
in the last-named place in 1839, and has borne her husband twelve children: James M., Isaac 
W.; Jennie Davis, the wife of Charles Chrisman, son of Judge J. B. Chrisman, judge of the 
district in which they now live; George C., W. Warren, Samuel W., Bessie M., Julia, Launa 
Jones, Hamilton, Thomas, and Mattie. Mr. Hoskins served during the late war as the captain 
of the organization known as Hoskins’ battery, which he reeruited and equipped, and 
which entered service May 11, 1861, and was paroled after the war, May 11, 1865. _ He was 
on duty at Grand Gulf, Port Gibson, Port Hudson, Raymond, Yazoo City, Chickamauga, 
Jackson, Meridian and Rome and on the one hundred days’ campaign never missed a fight. 
He was within sixty feet of General Polk when that officer Was killed, and was between 
General Eckles and Captain Ward, of Huntsville, Ala.. when the former bad his left leg shot 
off and the other received a mortal woundin the hip, from which he died the following day. 
He saw service also in the Tennessee campaign, and at Mobile, Ala., where he was sent to a 
place on the Tombighee river to mount heavy guns; thence he went to Demopolis, thence to 
Meridian, where he was paroled. He was never wounded seriously enough to disable him. 
Politically Mr. Hoskins is a repnblican from principle, and has generally acted with the 
republican party since the war. He has never been an aspirant for oftice; the demands upon 
him in his business were too numerous for him to accept offices when urged upon him. He 
was a member of the Masonic lodge, was master of Brookhaven lodge for sixteenyears, and is 
alsoa member of the Knights of Honor. Mrs. Hoskins died in November, 1890, a devoted 
Christian woman. Mr. Hoskins is well known through the county asa liberal supporter of 
all enterprises tending to the good of the public. 
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956 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


Dr. J. W. Hough is one of the leading homeopathie physicians of the state of Missis- 
sippi. He came to this state from Ohio, having received his literary education there, and 
fitted himself for the practice of medicine in the Ohio Medical college of Cincinnati. After 
reaching Mississippi he decided to locate in Jackson and here he has been a regular and 
exceptionally successful practitioner ever since. In his treatment of diseases of children he 
has been singularly and uniformly successful. He is aclose and careful student of pathology, 
as he finds it in his practice, and is a leader in the use of new and rational remedies as intro- 
duced by his school of medicine. During the yellow fever epidemic of 1878 he contracted 
the fever after having successfully attended to many cases, and for his school of medicine in 
his adopted state he predicts a brilliant future, for wherever it has been practiced by 
physicians of education, it has always proven most satisfactory, and particularly so in cases 
of yellow fever. He is now the only practicing physician of Jackson that was here before 
the war. Although he studied at and graduated from an allopathic school, he soon perceived 
the superiority of the homeopathic practice, and though for a time he practiced both, 
he gradually discarded the former and has, for many years, been a successful practitioner 
and an enthusiastic advocate of the latter. The Doctor has never ‘been an active 
politician, but was formerly an old line whig. Although be has been identified with 
the interests of Jackson he has never been an owner of real estate in that city until 1891, 
when he purchased a fine and valuable piece of property. He has ever remained unmarried. 
His father, Washington Hough, was a Virginian. 

Sam J. House, clerk of the chancery court of Tate county, Miss., is one who well merits 
the high esteem in which he is held by his fellow-citizens, being active and energetic in all 
public enterprises and of that genial, generous temperament which is so characteristic of 
Southern gentlemen. He was born in Madison county, Ala., April 7, 1841, being the sixth 
child of Samuel J. and Louisa (Chambless) House. With the ardor of youth he entered the 
Confederate army at the age of twenty years, enlisting in the ‘‘Old Ninth’’ infantry of Missi- 
sippi on the 27th day of March, 1861, this being the first regiment to leave the state. His 
first service was at Pensacola, Fla., under General Bragg, where he was stationed for nearly a 
year, concluding his first year of service at Cumberland Gap. He was mustered out of service 
April 3, 1862, at Grand Junction, Miss. Not satisfied with this experience, he reénlisted 
in the Second Mississippi cavalry as first sergeant of company D, which position he held 
until the end of the war. He was no “carpet’’ soldier, but was an active participant in 
several hotly contested engagements, among which may be mentioned the bombardment of 
Pensacola, September, 1861; Cumberland Gap, March, 1862, and later, while in the cavalry, his 
regiment served as an escort for Brig.-Gen. F. C. Armstrong in an engagement at Thompson's 
Station, Tenn., where he was twice wounded, a musket shot passing through his thigh and 
a ball hitting his foot, passing entirely through. These slight injuries did not diminish his 
courage, however, for he was soon back in his place, and served until the close of the war, 
being finally paroled at Columbus, Miss., in May, 1865. During this time be was in the 
Jast fight at Corinth, under Gen. Karl Van Dorn; the engagement at Selma, Ala.; at Iuka, 
under Gen. Sterling Price; in the Georgia campaign, under Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, from 
Adairsville to Atlanta, he was in numerous engagements. At the close of the war he returned 
to Tate county, where he followed farming and milling until he met with an accident which 
deprived him of the use of his left hand, it being disabled in a cottongin in IS77. Since 
then he has held several offices of trust to which he was called by the people of his county, 
among them being those of deputy taxcollector, deputy sheriff, and later he was elected by 
the democratic party to the office of chancery clerk, which position he now holds for the 
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second term. He now is, and always has been, a stanch democrat of the old school. Mr. 
House is happy in his family relations, marrying in 188+ Miss Nellie Dean, daughter of D. 
L. and Annie (Walker) Dean. They have an interesting family of three children, having 
lost one. Mr. House belongs toa tine old Southern family, his father, Samuel J., being a 
native of Bertie county, N. C., removing in early life to Madison county, Ala. He was the 
father of nine boys and two girls, eight of whom are still living. The family removed to 
Mississippi in December, 1858, where both parents were residing at the time of their death, 
that of the mother occurring in 1872, and the father’s four years later. In religious belief 
Mr. House favors the Primitive Baptist faith. Mrs. House is a Presbyterian. Both enjoy 
the respect of the community in which they live, and are greatly sought in its social life. 
Mr. House is a prominent member of the Masonie fraternity, in which he has attained to the 
Royal Arch degree. He also belongs to the Knights of Honor. 

George Houston, planter and miller of Calvert, Kemper county, Miss., was born in the 
north of Ireland in 1840, and is a son of James and Margaret J. (Evans) Houston. The 
father was alsoa native of the Emerald isle, and died there in 1856. He reared a fam- 
ily of seven children, four of whom emigrated to the United States; three of them settled in 
Mississippi (George, John and James), and one in Pennsylvania. The mother died in her 
native land in the same year that her husband passed away. James Houston was a son of 
John J. Houston, and the mother of our subject was a daughter of George Evans. George 
Houston passed his early youth in the north of Ireland. but at the age of seventeen years he 
bade farewell to the scenes of his childhood, and sailed away to America, in search of the 
fortune that might be in store for him. After landing he came at once to Mississippi, and 
settled in Kemper county, where he secured work ona plantation. In 1862 he enlisted in 
the cause of his newly adopted home, joining company A, Fortieth Mississippi volunteer 
infantry. He was in the engagements at Inka, Corinth, Vicksburg, Atlanta, the Georgia 
campaign, and at Nashville and Franklin. He was taken prisoner at Vicksburg, and again 
at Nashville, when he was sent to Camp Douglas, Chicago, and held until the close of the 
war. He went to farming after the declaration of peace, and by industry and good manage- 
ment he saved some means which he invested in land; he was very successful in his agricult- 
ural enterprises, and is now the owner of twelve hundred acres which are well improved. 
He is a prominent member of Longstreet lodge, A. F. & A. M., and belongs to the Farmers’ 
Alliance. Mr. Houston was united in marriage in 186] to Martha E. McKee, a daughter of 
Thomas McKee. Two children were born of this union: Jane, who married J. W. Chisan, 
and is the mother of two children, Ellie R., and Rufus R., and Martha E., who married Cal- 
vin C. May: they have one child, Mary J. Both of these families are residents of this 
county. The mother of these children died in 1866; she was a consistent member of the 
Missionary Baptist church. Mr. Houston was married a second time in 1866 to Miss Mary 
C. Clay, a daughter of H. P. and Katharine (Milligan) Clay. H. F. Clay was a native of 
South Carolina, born in 1812, and a son of Simon Clay: he came to Lauderdale county, 
Miss., in 1842, and resided there until 1851, when be removed to Kemper county; there he 
passed the remainder of his days, dying in 1879. He was a planter by occupation, and 
accumulated some property. Mr. Houston’s mother was born in South Carolina in 1815, 
and was a daughter of William McKee. She died in Texas in 1887. Mrs. Houston is a 
native of Alabama. Three children were born of the second marriage: John C., Nannie N., 
and Minnie L. Nannie N. is married to J. F. Talbert, and is the mother of one child. 
George. The parents are members of the Baptist church. Mr. Houston adheres to the 
principles of the democratic party. He is a man who is self made in every sense of that 
term, and is an honor to bis community. 
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958 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


The firm of Houston & Woods, attorrfeys at Meridian, Miss., is composed of W. T. 
Houston and William R. Woods. W. T. Houston was born in Newbern, Ala., May 4, 1849), 
a son of S. M. Houston, a native of Tennessee, who was a merchant of that place, and who 
came to Alabama as a journeyman printer. Locating at Kutaw, Ala., he established the Kutaw 
Whig and Observer, a newspaper devoted to the interests of the whigs, and the publication 
of which he continued for several years. Meantime he met and married Miss Mary E. 
Hendon, daughter of Dr. William T. Hendon, a retired physician and planter. Soon 
after the birth of the subject of this sketch, Mr. Houston sold his interest in the 
newspaper and removed to Newbern, where, as above stated, he was a merchant. In 
1857, in search of more lucrative mercantile opportunities he removed to Uniontown, 
Ala., with his family, where he resided until 1867, with the exception of three years 
during the war, when they refugeed to Bibb county, Ala. Removing later to St. Louis, 
Mo., Mr. Houston there continued the mercantile business for some years, finally reéngaging 
in the printing business, and dying in that city in 1891, leaving a widow, two sons and three 
daughters. Of this family, W. T. Houston was the eldest. He attended school at Newbern, 
Ala., Uniontown, Columbiana, Montevali and Green Springs, and for a summer term in 
Marion, Ala.; at Green Springs he was under the instruction of Henry Tutwiler, the greatest 
educator inthe South. After the removal of the family to St. Louis, he was for some time his 
father’s clerk and bookkeeper, but later became private tutor for the son of Judge Logan 
Hunton, and during that engagement began the study of law under Judge Hunton. In 1869 
he entered the law department of the Washington university of St. Louis, and was admitted 
to practice inthe summer of 1870, but finding, as many another young lawyer had done, that 
his practice was not sufficiently extensive to suffer much from his absence from the oftice, he 
returned to the law school in the fall of 1870, and graduated in the summer of 1871, with 
the degree of bachelor of jaws. In the spring of i872, as a result of having had to sup- 
port himself by teaching at night while waiting in the office for clients during the day, his 
health gave way and he went to Greensboro, Ala., with the hope of there recuperating, and 
at the same time acquiring some little practice. The time from March to the middle of Octo- 
ber was employed in overseeing a plantation. Finding no litigation in the courts of that 
section of Alabama and no promise for the future, in November, i872, he went to Aberdeen, 
Miss., to visit and consult his uncle, Judge L. E. Houston, then in the active practice of his 
profession anda member of the legal firm of Houston & Reynolds. Through the instru- 
mentality of Colonel Reynolds he was admitted into partnership with the gifted Col. J. R. 
McIntosh, then doing the largest practice at Okolona. May 27, 1874, he married Miss 
Mary Fooshee, the orphan daughter of Francis M. Fooshe,.a planter, who came to Missis- 
sippi in 1857, and bought land four miles east of Okolona, and who married a sister of Chan- 
cellor LaFayette Haughton, late of Aberdeen, Miss., whose father was likewise a planter. 
In the summer of 1576 the partnership between Mr. Houston and Colonel McIntosh was dis. 
solved by mutual consent andthe former retired from bis profession to assume the presidency 
of Okolona savings institution, then the Bank of Okolona, after associating himself with J. 
W. Buchanan, the partnership continuing until the appointment of the latter to the bench of 
the circuit court. His next partner was a young man named Kimbrough, now of Texas, who 
was succeeded by R. P. Williams, now of Meridian, and he by James H. Barr, now of Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. In the fall of 1887, bis uncle, Judge Houston, having been elevated to the 
circuit bench, and Colonel Reynolds having died, our subject was invited by Judge Houston 
and the widow of Colonel Reynolds to take charge of the office and docket of Houston & 
Reynolds and wind up the litigation in which that firm had been concerned as counsel. This 















































- 
- 
wy HOD ai |, A jf ill hate — 
Tal 
if ‘ 4 nal hw sik j 2 
: ; : : i ar 
P 1 ’ > . 
"i } mod yo PAW Ow wie’! te avila ' 
il wlA .wahetb dia | nding vis ig 
7 ah a a ce ee eee een ae -" neni 
torino oll | eich i es a TT pada tata Tove meee aT pasar isn 
my want ith Darrin Sree baggy OF Open TA ror Wetka. | wor —— itos od doi y 
" ¢ “0 a, 
mie & ,fotur A) aitiy 10 hy wit ann b 0 
‘ ¥ * ay. 
} i 450 res } jietore” wild ta bani ail walt 
iy — ; ; ¥ i Mais 
aera yn ad ,bejal s ote miwek of bevoniar DOR TOLL A ATE 
7 ss TL ol j t vw" oe { PETIA wlide oy recy 9rid mnt Oyvow 6 dainew oy 
yet . : : : , a3 
-_ te | iY iti PGRE Tlie Sevileon wel aveiiw lien ut ene Bt . 
$0) ' b « . ours fl wij Winey et [ flag yell rudw 09 edt) wit 
ihe ' } ! “ ‘ a 
; ghd jiet 4 ' Domuiines oree? note wI8) , 
oh, 4a ij . : 
\ vel } af f i? lot «a j 2 ff] \ i ig eae ti sidenivey ek 
i } " ‘ bieedtenw wotewoll 1 VW vhost ent 10 vroldy 
Gort) | i ale aontdarteD raotgotat 
nuobtery wean ath) asl pad apaing@) gear) ta) pal tie 
ve 1.1 IA qi Piel ard Vo te edad k Sutin orate at vod whe 
Hd on du) nbaviar atioed yon! dad eyoddood haw s trals ea ital 
al Ye a oy) (tt f ‘ 204 Jad? qin baw a ant 
' ; jiloc Vd i mivaqeb wit o if bewica 
iicin RuNetes ‘we Jocibull 3 WAM TEM Oia oi young . ir 
AT , Letty ion Jintfine dey it aw boklnirt = 
ry } ‘ fe? ad of toowloa wu uth of Lomas 
. 5 i PY is ‘ nfs ut Ve : joa ae, lave) aye ya honour pili 
° ; -) te 
rr] J , atilow U 7 { Ale a: 
i i ( } Ly { f ] (en 0 
’ | U LO GAs 
| » ot bavolga 
j i t i r pero ao ban aeiadt fé& 6 fot ve 
suey nna ' ; ‘ROME 
Vu | tr ' { ne 
i 3 \ ee s € 
satay, A he # Han 
} } yf Leh t mole } 
. f t is i 
{ ‘ 1) MAO fens 
4 in P s+ 
ANE IO a) saute nod ; 
F Yas uly LP nths sifeonnirney add OVAL 8 reeinTe “ 
{ Tia ites 1 wil hae tose Laberge yd Be ria 
’ pant , indijeni eons « suolod a 
_ 
( I ee} i V4ni PPD et ae AR loa > 
‘ ter} j y T 4 ra: hy ige 
j : ; 
I HAID % wlivv? 1 Sow pune 
mt hl) athe alal PRE Sey Had et oT 
i Ps , 4 y 
; , ny ro 
{ ie it = y \ ri $i ary an ih ability rif Joaolh i ce! i a tii 
j ve or 4 * 4 
f 4 f » opie OF lw bass ablon youd lantn! ‘on ener oO 
' i 3 “at hod i gate uw ti wwithy gti wilt aq bits 
a ’ 
= 








MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. Y59 


he did, removing in the fall of 1887 to Aberdeen, forming a partnership with D. W. Hous- 
ton and R. O. Reynolds, sous of L. E. Houston and R. O. Reynolds, of the Jate firm of Hous- 
ton & Reynolds, and who are now, as Houston & Reynolds, the leading law firm of Aberdeen, 
his family following in tre spring of 1885. In the fall of 188%, after Judge Woods’ 
appointment to the supremsa bench, Mr. Houston was invited to come to Meridian and take 
charge of his docket and practice in conjunction with his partner and son, W. R. Woods, 
which proposition he accepted, removing to Meridian in November, 1889, where he has since 
lived. He was elected to the state senate from the tenth district, composed of Chickasaw 
and Pontotve counties, in the fall of 1885 for a term of four years, beginning at the opening 
of the session on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January, 1SS6. He declined 
to become a candidate for reélection. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and of the 
Knights of Pythias. He and his wife are communicants of the Protestant Episcopal church. 
They have four children: Samuel Marion, Mary G., Bettie W. and Viva B., the youngest 
in her eight year. William R. Woods, of the above firm, ts a son of Judge Thomas H. Woods, 
now on the supreme bench, and was born December 12, 1867, in Kemper county, Miss. He 
moved to Meridian with his parents at an early age. He began the study of law in his father’s 
office and was graduated in law from the University of Mississippi, in 1887, when but 
twenty years of age. He began practice as a member of the firm of Woods & Williams; 
and upon the dissolution of this tirm, he was associated with his father until the latter’s 
elevation to the bench, when the present firm of Houston & Woods was formed. Mr. Woods 
is a member of the city board and is the youngest alderman ever elected in Meridian. He 
isa member of the Masonic fraternity, and holds the oftice of junior grand deacon ia the 
grand lodge of that order, and is a Knight Templar. He was married in January, 1889, to 
Miss Annie K. Whitfield, daughter of Dr. Richard H. Whitfield. He was the youngest rail- 
way postal clerk ever in the United States service, and held his appointment under Presi- 
dent Cleveland. , 

Lock E. Houston is of Scotch ancestry, though they came to this country from the north 
of Ireland. His great-great-grandfather and great-yraudmother, with their family, came 
directly to this country in 1735. They located in Pennsylvania, where they remained for a 
number of years until the children were grown, and many of them married, then removed to 
that portion of Virginia now Rockbridge county, near the Natural bridge. Here his great- 
great-erandfather and his family and their descendants remained, and Robert Houston, the 
father of the subject of this sketch, was born in the year 1760, and grew up and married. 
Judge Houston’s mother’s maiden name was Martha Blackburn, and she was the daughter of 
Captain Blackburn, who fell gallantly fighting in the battle of King’s Mountain, and the 
uiece of Rev. Gideon Blackburn, a distinguished Presbyterian divine, well-known in the 
early days of Tennessee. and sometimes jestingly called *‘General Jackson's fighting 
preacher’ because, although a Presbyterian minister, he was possessed of a martial spirit. 
Judge Houston’s father, Robert Houston, removed from Rockbridge county, Va., to Tennes- 
see while comparatively a young man, though a man of a family by his first wife, and 
settled in Blount county, but owing to the Indian hostilities he removed with his family to 
Knox county early in 1800. He purchased lands here and become a somewhat prosperous 
farmer. He was a soldier in the War of 1$12, and returned home at its close and remained 
quietly on his farm until death claimed him in 1836. He was twice married and had eight 
children by his first wife, allof whom are dead. By his second wife he. had but five children: 
George Blackburn, Joseph E., Judge Lock K., Samuel M. and Elizabeth; of the tive two only 
are dead: George B. and Samuel M. Houston, the first of whom died in Towa; the latter in St. 
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Louis, Mo. Our subject was raised in his nativecounty, and was educated at the Knoxville uni- 
versity, where he graduated in 1840. After his graduation he spent some time as a teacher 
in Alabama, and during that time spent such time as in justice to his patrons he could, in 
studying law under the advice and instruction of the distinguished firm of Murphy & Jones, 
then occupying a leading position in the courts of Alabama. In the early part of 1843, 
after examination in the presence of the Hon. Peter Martin, then presiding judge of the 
Tuscaloosa district of Alabama, Mr. Houston’s license to practice law was granted, and ina 
very short time he located in Aberdeen, Miss., and commenced the practice of his profession. 
Business was not extensive in the law at that time, but was gradually improving. Soon 
thereafter, the then judge (Adams) resigned for the purpose of going into the practice of law, 
and tendered Mr. Houston a place in his firm, which was accepted, and business increased 
in the country, from the volume of which the influence of Judge Adams’ name soon drew a 
good practice. In the fall of that year Judge Adams was elected to congress, which turned 
over his business and influence to his young partner, giving him ‘as much business as he could 
well handle. In the year 1847 our subject was elected to the legislature for two years. In 
1853 he was appointed, by the then governor of the state, Henry S. Foote, to fill a vacancy 
caused by the resignation of the Hon. Francis M. Rogers. After the close of his term of 
appointment Judge Houston returned to his practice. But in 1855 he was nominated, by 
what was denominated the know-nothing or American party for congress against the regu- 
larly nominated candidate of the democratic party, Judge Bennett, in a district of seventeeu 
counties; in four of which Judge Houston had never set foot, and did not during the canvass 
enter those counties, with which the democratic candidate was well acquainted and made a 
thorough canvass, and yet Judge Houston was beaten by only a little over two hundred votes 
in a voting population of something over twenty thousand; and in which, two years there- 
after, Genera! Davis was elected over General Clark, the know-nothing nominee, by over 
three thousand votes. In 1863 Judge Houston was elected to the legislature, and elected 
speaker of the house of representatives. He served all through those trying and eventful 
times until the war closed; at the end of which time he was elected a member of the con- 
stitutional convention, by the people of his county, to help in the reconstruction of the state. 
This convention nominated candidates for congress, and it is needless to say that Judge 
Houston was their first choice, but he declined to accept the honor. He went back to his 
profession and has won an enviable reputation as a brilliant and successful lawyer, and one 
who stands in the front ranks in his profession in the state of Mississippi. He formed many 
partnerships, among them one with Gen. Reuben Davis, which continued until the General 
took his seat in congress in 1858. In 1887 he was appointed to the circuit bench, and he 
has been on the bench ever since, where he has given entire satisfaction by the able and just 
decisions he has rendered. Judge Houston was married in 1857 to Miss Susan Maury 
Parrish, who was a native of Nashville, Tenn., and who died in Aberdeen, Miss., in 1874. 
Her father was David Winston Parrish, of Nashville, the schoolmate and cousin of Comma- 
dore Maury, and both of whom were in their boyhood pupils at Harpeth college, not far 
from Nashville, Tenn., of General Jackson’s “ tighting preacher,’’ Rev. Gideon Blackburn. 
Judge Houston has seven living children—four sons and three daughters: The eldest son is 
Robert Parrish; the second son is Lock E.; the third son is David Winston; the fourth son is 
Joseph 8. The eldest daughter is Mrs. Mary H. Gillespie; the second daughter is Mrs. 
Lizzie H. Johnston, and the third danghter is Miss Sue Maury Houston. As above stated 
the Judge has always been a successful man, the only defeat he has ever had to 
ackuowledge being that of his contest with Judge Bennett, way back in 1855, when he ran 
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ayainst the Judge as congressional candidate,on the know-nothing ticket and was defeated 
by a small majority. 

Volney E. Howard early prepared bimself for the practice of law. He settled in Mis- 
sissippi about 1830. In [837 he was chosen reporter of the decisions of the high court of 
errors and appeals. He also took a prominent part in politics, and was for several years 
editor of the Mississippian, the leading democratic organ of the state, at Jackson. In 1847 
he removed to Texas and in 1850 was a member of the Texan legislature. Later he was sent 
by the president of the United States on a mission to California, where he located and 
achieved additional fame as a lawyer. 

B. F. Howard, planter, West Station, Miss. Planting has formed the chief occupation 
of this gentleman, and the wideawake manner in which he has taken advantage of every 
method and idea tending to the enhanced value of his property has had considerable to do 
with his success in life. Born in Copiah county, Miss., in March, 1832, he was one of twelve 
children and has had ten brothers and one sister, four of whom are living. Their parents 
were James and Ann (McCullin) Howard, both natives of the Old North state. The father 
moved to Mississippi about 1817, and first settled in the wilds of Copiah county and there 
remained until 1844, when he moved to Attala county. He was a successful planter, and 
reared his family in Copiah and Attala counties. His wife died about L858, and he followed 
her to the grave in 1866. B. F. Howard was married in 1559 to Miss Margaret Stuckey, 
daughter of William Stuckey, a large planter and slave owner, of Attala county. She died 
in 1879, leaving six children. Joseph married Millie Dean, and is a well-to-do planter in 
Attala county; Madison married Cora Mayfield, and is a planter in the same county; Dora 
is the wife of W. G. Conner; Mollie is the wife of Thomas Land; Wilham is a druggist in 
West Station; John is attending school; B. F. Howard was educated in Hinds and Attala 
counties, and in {S62 enlisted in the Confederate army as a private, in company A, of the 
Fortieth regiment Mississippi infantry. He served in the Teunessee army until the close of 
the war and participated in the battles of Corinth, Big Black, Old Town Creek, Franklin, 
Nashville, and others too numerous to mention. He was slightly wounded at the battle of 

Jorinth. Returning to Attala county after the war he engaged in farming. Mr. Howard 
was married the second time in Holmes county, in June, 1879, to Miss Sue Myra McAfee, 
born in 1545, a daughter of Hon. James Taliaferro McAfee, who was born and raised in 
Georgia, moved to Mississippi in 1843 and died in 1853—an energetic planter, who served 
in the legislature two terms from Attala county. He married Rebecca Dickerson, a native 
of North Carolina, and to them were born thirteen children, six sons and seven daughters. 
Five of their sons served in the Confederate army; one son, Col John Miller McAfee, who 
was killed at the battle of Seven Pines, comnianded the Second Mississippi battalion. Mr. 
Howard’s second union was blessed by the birth of two children, one son and a daughter: 
Leslie Carl, born in 1855; Maggie Sue, born in ISS8. Mr. Howard is a member of the 
Methodist church. Mr. Howard has been engaged in planting in Attala county since 1875, 
and has resided near West Station, in that couuty, and is the owner of several places there. 
Tn the winter of 1590 he moved to town, Although not active in politics, Mr. Howard athili- 
ates with the democratic party, but does not aspire to office. He is a master mason. 

John M. Howard, merchant, Howard, Miss.. was born in Holmes county, Miss., March 3. 
1862, and is a son of Isaiah Howard and the grandson of James Howard. The latter was 
born in North Carolina, and was one of the pioneers of Copiah county, Miss., where he became 
a successful planter and where he reared his family. Isaiah Howard was born in Copiah 
county, August 25, 1824, received a moderate education there, and about 1545, when a youny 
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man, came to Holmes county, where he openeg a plantation. He was a soldier in the late 
war, Forrest’s command, and served in the quartermaster’s department until cessation of 
hostilities. He is now retired from the active duties of life and is residing at Durant. He 
was married in Holmes county to Miss Martha Stanfield, a native of Holmes county, where 
she was reared and educated, aud the daughter of Washington Stanfield, of this county. 
John M. Howard was one of three children born to this union who grew to mature years, and 
is the only one now living. He received a good business education at Durant, but is mainly 
self-educated since attaining his majority. In 1876 he commenced clerking, followed this for 
several years at Durant, and thus became thoroughly familiar with merchandising. He was 
married in Alabama, Mareh 17, 1885, to Miss Leila Moore, who was born, reared and educated 
in that state, and who was the daughter of Dr. Joseph Moore (deceased), who was a success- 
ful physician of Marengo county, Ala. Mr. Howard came to his present location in 1SS6, 
and in partnership with Mr. Abbott, engaged in general merchandising, the partnership con- 
tinuing for three years, when Mr. Abbott retired. Since then Mr. Howard has continued the 
business alone. He has three store buildings, dry-goods, groceries, etc., and does an annual 
business of 360,000. He is also the owner of a large steam ginhouse, a good residence, and 
in connectiou with his other enterprises is engaged in planting, raising annually two hundred 
bales of cotton. Mr. Howard is a shrewd, practical business wan, one of the best in the 
county, and is a social, pleasant gentleman to meet. He has made a great many improve- 
ments in Howard station, and is active in all enterprises for the good of the county, and a 
leading democrat of this state. 

J. W. Howard, breeder of Holstein cattle in Aberdeen, was born in Gallatin, Tenn., 
1844, the son of B. R. and Mary M. (Baker) Howard. His father was a native of Kentucky, 
his mother of Tennessee; the one born in 1810, the other in 1813. They were reared in 
Gallatin, and lived there till 1855, when they came to Aberdeen, where Mr. Howard died in 
1857, his wife in 1888. They were for many years members of the Presbyterian church, of 
which Mr. Howard was an elder. Mr. Howard was a man of average literary attainments, 
but of uncommon business qualifications, who passed the most of his active career as a mer- 
chant and cattle buyer. Captain Howard’s maternal grandfather was a planter, and died at 
Gallatin, Tenn. The Captain is the third of four sons and two daughters born to his 
parents: Daniel I*., who was a member of the Twenty-fifth Mississippi infantry, and was 
killed at Fort Donelson; Isaac B., merchant at Salem, Ala., who was a member of the same 
regiment, and served through the war, taking part in the Georgia and Atlanta campaign, and 
also participating in the engagements under Hood and Johnston, in Tennessee and else- 
where, and surrendered with the latter’s command; J. W., the subject of our sketch; William 
E., boot and shoe merchant at Aberdeen; Mary A., who marrfed J. A. Gillespie, and died in 
1864, her husband afterward marrying her sister, Mary E. Howard, who is a widow and now 
livesin Aberdeen. Our subject received his education at Aberdeen, but left s¢chool in 1863 
to join company C of Saunder’s cavalry battalion, with which he fought from Rome, Ga., to 
Atlanta; also serving under Johnston in North Carolina, and receiving a wound at Statesville, 
N. C., which necessitated his returning home. He, surrendered with the troops at Meridian, 
Miss. During his last year of military service, he was the captain of a company engaged in 
scouting. After the war he was engaged for two years in the horse and mule trade, with 


D 


which he combined planting, which he continued after relinquishing the business mentioned. 
In 1875 he was elected sheriff of his county, the first democratic sheriff since the war, and 
he was reélected in 1877, thus serving with credit for four years, altogether. After retiring 
from office, he again engaged in the horse and inule trade, and soon after embarked in the 
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breeding of Holstein cattle, beginning with a werd of seven and operating so successfully 
that he now has a magnificent herd of a hundred and fifty, nearly all thoroughbreds, and 
widely and truthfully known as the finest and largest herd in the state, if not in the South. 
He has been awarded the premiums in three states: Meridian, Miss.: Birmingham, Ala., and 
Baton Rouge, La., for sweepstakes, best herd and milk and butter, respectively. He has a 
tine stock farm of three hundred acres, located seven miles southwest of Aberdeen, on the 
line of the Muldon and Aberdeen branch of the Mississippi & Ohio railroad, all under 
fence; also four hundred acres in tine clover. He raises sufficient corn and hay for home 
consumption, aud some for the market. His stock ranch is one of the finest in the state. 
Besides the property meutioned he has a magnificent home in the suburbs of Aberdeen, con- 
sisting of fifty-three acres. He also owus considerable business property. He was married, 
in L868, to Minnie IX., a daughter of Keith and Mary Bowen, natives respectively of 
Union, 8. C., and Knoxville, Tenn. After his marriage in Tennessee he moved to South Car- 
olina and lived for some years at Waterloo, returning later to Teunessee, whence he came in 
1855 to Chickasaw county, and in 1863 to Aberdeen, where he died in ISS1, his widow sur- 
viving him. He was a planter and stockdealer of considerable note, who served the Confed- 
eracy during a portion of its struggle. Mrs. Howard is the third of niue children born to her 
parents, seven of whom are living. She was educated in Aberdeen, at Thrace Miller school, 
and at Cincinnati, Ohio. She was born in Waterloo, S. C., and is the mother of three sons 
and one daughter, all of whom are being well educated. Mr. and Mrs. Howard are mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian church. Our subject is a thorougheoing business man, and has 
been almost uniformly successful in the enterprises to which he has devoted his attention. 
Mrs. Howard is a lady of fine attainments and elegant manners, a favorite in society, and 
beloved in the family circle for her many domestic virtues. 
Judge James Moorman Howry, deceased, was born in Botetourt county, Va., August 4, 
804. His ancestors came from Europe in colonial times and settled in Virginia aud Penii- 
sylvania. His father removed to Tennessee in December, ISI!, and located near Rogers- 
ville; there he received a solid elementary education in the fieldschools of the country, 
which was steadily and continuously supplemented by studious habits. He was an indus- 
trious and energetic boy, and at anearly age was placed in the mercantile house of Francis 
Dalzell, in Rogersville, where he developed that capacity for business which has characterized 
his life as one of great usefulness and activity. He was afterward employed in the office of 
the chancery clerk, acquiring there a taste for the legal profession, which he followed through 
life. He had not at this time saved sutfticient means to enable him to pursue the study 
of law, so for several years he conducted a mereantile house for Col. George Hale. 
During the latter part of this time he employed his leisure hours in the study of 
law, and when he abandoned mercantile life entirely, entered the oflice of Gen. Peter 
Parsons, of Rogersville. For two years he applied himself diligently to the study of 
law, and was admitted to the bar, and practiced one year at Rogersville. At the 
end of the time he removed to middle Tennessee, where he arose so rapidly in the 
profession that at the ensuing convention he lacked but one vote of being nominated 
attorney general for the Twelfth Tennessee district: he was afterward appointed to 
this office by Governor Carroll. For several years he was clerk of the house and 
senate of the Tennessee legislature. He soon obtained a large lucrative practice at the bar, 
and was one of the most suecesssful lawyers of that period. In 1836 he removed to Missis- 
sippi and entered upon a splendid career of professional practice and social prominence. Tn 
IS40 he became a candidate for cireuit judge, but was defeated by Judge Huling: this 
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election was held to till a vacancy, and at the regular election, in [$41, Colonel Howry was 
elected to the circuit bench for the full term. Judge Huling was of the opinion that his 
term had not expired, and when Judge Howry went to Holly Springs to assume the duties of 
his oftice he found the bench occupied by Judge Huling. After considerable altercation, 
of a kind which is peculiarly characteristic of the legal profession, Judge Howry won the 
day, and Judge Huling was obliged to abdicate. He refused to hold court at one time 
for some lawyers, for the reason that one of them had assaulted him for a ruling he had 
made and the others stood by without offering him any defense from the attack of the irate 
Solon. On the establishment of the University of Mississippi, in ISt4, Judge Howry was 
appointed one of the trustees of that institution. His services on that board was acknowl- 
edged by his colleagues to have been of the greatest worth, and their records are filled with 
resolutions of respect and tributes to his memory. His zeal and earnestness in behalf of 
the university earned for him the title of its father, and it was with natural and pardon. 
able pride that he saw one of his sons enter the present board. His own connection with it 
was severed when the institution fell under the control of a republican administration in 
1870. In 1857 he was elected state senator, and filled this offee two terms, distinguishing 
himself as an earnest advocate of the interests of the university. He was aman full of the 
most generous impulses, and was a patron of every meritorious enterprise. His knowledge 
of the law reached to the depths which can be attained only by the joint exercise of diligence, 
temperance and talent, and these qualities, united with kindness of heart and gemiality of 
manners, disclose a character worthy of all admiration. Judge Howry reared a family of 
eleven children, eight of whom are now living. He died at Oxford in 1SS4; his wife had 
passed away in 1870. No biography of Judge Howry would be complete without a refer- 
ence to his fame as a Mason and Masonic writer. Becoming a member of that order at the 
age of twenty-one, he became known throughout the United States for his zeal and intelli- 
gent knowledge of Masonry. His contributions to Masonic literature are valuable, and he 
ranked in that noble order with Albert Pike and Robert Morris, with whom he was on terms 
of intimate friendship. He was grand master of Masonry, grand high priest of Royal Arch 
Masons, and thrice illustrious grand master of Cryptic Masonry. Judge Howry was equally 
conspicuous in the councils of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, of which he was a mem- 
ber for over forty years. Warm in his temperament, ardent in his nature and firm in his 
convictions, he was a marked man in any crowd and a force in any community. Of him 
it was truly said by another, himself a distinguished citizen of Mississippi, that in all the 
various relations of judge, legislator. trustee of the state university, churchman, citizen, 
friend and neighbor, Judge Howry was one of the few men whose connection with the 
fraternity conferred honor upon it. : 

Charles Bowen Howry, one of the most progressive and successful attorneys of the state 
of Mississippi, was born in Lafayette county, in the town of Oxford, in 1845, and is a son 
of Judge James Moorman Howry (see sketch). He was educated in the University of 
Mississippi, and at the age of sixteen years he offered his services to the Confederate govern - 
ment; these, however, were declined on account of his delicate health. He returned home 
from Virginia, and in March, 1862, he joined the Twenty-ninth Mississippi regiment, then 
being organized by Colonel (afterward General) Walthall, with whom he served until. the 
close of the war, attaining the rank of captain. He was in the battles of Chickamauga, 
Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, Atlauta, Jonesboro, and several others of 
importance; he was wounded in the storming of the Federal works of Franklin, Tenn., and 
was with General Johnston’s army when he surrendered in North Carolina, He returned to 
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his home, and began the study of law under Prof. L. Q. C. Lamar; he afterward became a 
student in the University of Mississippi, aud was vraduated in I867. He was admitted to the 
bar, and practiced with such immediate suecess and ability that in [S70 he was appointed 
state's attorney for one of the largest districts in the state by Governor Aleorn; but this 
lucrative position he declined. In [S74 he removed to St. Louis, where he was sueceeding 
admirably in professional work when his health gave way, and he was obliged to return to 
Mississippi in IS78. He was elected to the legislature of the state of Mississippi in ISSO, and 
reélected in 1SS2, serving on the judiciary committee and as chairman of the committee on 
state universities. By his activity, industry and clear judgment he won a reputation as a 
leading legislator. After returning to private life. he resumed the practice of his profession. 
In 1SS2 he was appointed trustee of the University of Mississippi: upon the expiration of his 
term he was reappointed for a term of six years by Governor Lowry. In 1885 he was 
appointed by President Cleveland United States attorney for the northern district of Missis- 
sippi, retiring upon the incoming of President Harrison’s administration in ISS); he had 
discharged the duties and responsibilities of this office with great credit to himself, and to 
the entire satisfaction of the public. He has seen frequent service in the state conventions 
of his party, and has served for some years for the state at large asa member of the state 
executive committee. Mr. Howry has not been an office-seeker, never but once having offered 
himself voluntarily as a candidate. In [890 he was a candidate on the democratic ticket for 
congress, but was defeated for a party nomination. He was elected to represent Mississip) 
on the national democratic committee in 1S9O. He is an ardent democrat, but conservative 
and tolerant of the opinions of others, both in political aud other matters. He is a frequent 
contributor to the press, and has much literary taste and acquirements, but devotes his 
greatest energies to his profession, of which he is sincerely fond, especially tn the courts of 
chancery. He has been an active aud prominent member of the Mississippi Bar association and 
of the American Bar association from their organization. Mr. Howry was married, in 1S69, to 
Miss Edmonia Carter, a daughter of Dr. Carter, of this county, formerly from Virginia; she 
died in 1879, leaving two children: Lucien and Willard. The second marriage was in ISS1, 
when he was united to Miss Hallie Harris, a daughter of Dr. Samuel Harris, of Lowndes 
county. Two children have been born of this union who are living, and one is deceased: 
Charles B., Jr., Bessie, and Hallie, who died in ISSS. 9 Mrs. Howry is a member of the 
Presbyterian church, and Mr. Howry is in sympathy with the same church. Mr. Howry has 
given some attention to agriculture in addition to his legal duties, and has a plantation of 
one thousand acres well improved, and has great faith in the future of his state and section. 
As a lawyer Mr. Howry is noted for his intellectual energy, and so mastering the principles 
of law applicable to his cases that he becomes a formidable competitor at any bar. He is 
possessed of great diguity of character, and enjoys the reputation of being unwavering in 
fidelity to his clients and friends. 

Samuel M. Howry, who is the present postmaster of Oxford, was boru in that place in 
IS45S, and is a son of Judge James M. and Narcissa (Bowen) Howry (see sketch of James M. 
Howry). He received his education in the common schools of Oxford, and was also a stu- 
dent of the state university. In IS66 he entered the employ of his father as clerk in a dry 
voods store, and continued in this line of work for four years. He then embarked in the 
mereantile trade upon his own account, and conducted the business for three years, discon- 
tinting it at the end of that time. In IS79 he was appointed United States marshal, but 
after a few months he entered the service of the government as an internal revenue officer, 
In one year he was reappointed to the marshal’s oftice, which he filled most acceptably until 
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ISS4. He was made foreman of construction of the Federal building which was being erected 
at that time, discharging his duties with rare good judgment and ability. In April, 1SS9, he 
Was appointed postmaster of Oxford, and in this position his best business qualifications 
have full exercise; no detail of the office is overlooked by him, and the business is couducted 
on the most systematic plan, giving entire satisfaction to the public. Mr. Howry was united 
in marriage in November, 18738, to Miss Donna McCord, of Corinth, Miss. Six children have 
been born to this union: Frank M., Perey MeCord, Mabel Clare, Samuel M., Jr., Wilford 
Hall, and Mareus Taylor. The family are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. 
Mr. Howry is aimember of the Masonic fraternity, and also of the Knights of Honor. He 
is aman of broad public spirit, and to him Oxford is indebted for many of her most worthy 
enterprises. He was one of the main projectors of the public school building, which is an 
ornament and credit to the town. He has always been interested in educational affairs, and 
for three years he was a trustee of the school. 

Mrs. Elizabeth C. Howze, Hernando, De Soto county, Miss., was born in the state 
of Alabama, and is the fifth of a family of seven children born to Sewell and Sarah (Young) 
Newsom. The mother was a native of Tennessee, but the father was born in Alabama. He 
came to Mississippi in 1858, and settled in Marshall county, and engaged in planting: later 
he removed to De Soto county, and there he was elected to fill the office of treasurer of the 
county. He has always been prominentt!y identified with the public measures of the com- 
munity in which he lives: he is now seventy-six years of age. Mrs. Howze was reared and 
educated in Mississippi and Tennessee, and had superior advantaves for the times in which 
she grew to womanhood. In 1866 she was united in the holy bonds of marriage to William 
D. Howze, now deceased. He was born in Tennessee, and was a son of Isom and KE. W. 
(Wilson) Howze, uatives of North Carolina and Virginia respectively. He made a very 
bright record during his college days at La Grange, Tenn. When there was a call for men 
to go to the defense of this country he responded. at once, enlisting in 1861 in the First 
Mississippi volunteer infantry. He participated in the battles of Fort Donelson, Port Hud- 
son, Harrisburg and Atlanta; at Fort Donelson he was taken prisoner, and was held captive 
at Johnson’s island for two years. After the close of the war he took up teaching, and from 
1865 to 1S72 he was in the schoolroom. In 1872 he was elected clerk of the circuit court, 
holding this office until 1876, when he was made treasurer; this office he filled four years, 
and in ISSO he was elected a member of the board of supervisors. Thus it will be seen the 
confidence that way reposed in him by all the people of the county. In 1885 he became 
deeply impressed with the idea that it was his duty to preach the gospel; he accordingly 
entered the Baptist ministry, confining his labors to De Soto county. He died in 1890, hav- 
ing lived a life of vreat usefulness to his fellowmen. His widow and five children mourn his 
loss. The names of the children are James A.; Bourdoun,. wife of EF. B. Wilson; Eva B.; 
William Duke and Isom W. Mrs. Howze owns four hundred and eighty acres of land, two hun- 
dred and fifty of which are under cultivation; she also has a very nice residence in Hernando. 
She is rich in the possession of a fainily of dutiful children, who are an honor to the mother 
who bore them. One of the daughters is unusually talented, and has done some painting 
that betrays this fact beyond question. Mr. Howze was independent in his political opinions, 
and had the courage of his convictions to the extent of doing the thing he cousidered right in 
the face of any opposition that might be brought to bear upon him. He thus gained the 
confidence and highest respect of all high-minded people. 

G. H. Howze, Moss Point, Miss. The Moss Pomt Lumber company, one of the most 
flourishing corporations of Jackson county, was chartered in February, [SOL Originally the 
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firm was Howze & Griffin, and was established in 1887. The firm now consists of G. H. 
Howze, president; J. W. Griffin, vice president; H. C. Herring, secretary; E. Bloomfield, 
treasurer. The mill is located two miles above Moss Point on Dog river, and gives employ- 
ment to forty-five men. The best improved machinery is used, and the output materially 
increases the aggregate of industries of Jackson county. G. H. Howze, the president of this 
concern, was born in Clarke county, Miss., in 1848, and is a son of Thomas T. and Amelia 
(Grandbury) Howze. The father was a native of Mississippi, and in his youth saw much of 
the privations and trials of pioneer life. He is now a resident of Moss Point, Miss. Our 
subject was reared in his native county, and received a limited education there. The break- 
ing out of the Civil war demoralized schools as well as other institutions, so that he with 
many another youth was defrauded of the right which is every child’s— a good education. 
He worked on a farm until he came to Jackson county in the latter part of the year LS65, 
when he became interested in the lumber industry. With the exception of a few years 
devoted to the tug-boat business, Mr. Howze has been one of the leading lumber dealers in 
Jackson county since 1865, He has had. a wide experience in the business, and no man is 
better fitted for the duties of president of this corporation than is he. He was umited in 
marriage, in 1872, to Iola Bradford. They have had born to them three children: Cora, 
Albert and Bessie. Mr. Howze is a member of the Masonic order and of the Knights: of 
Honor. : 

M. J. L. Hoye, deceased, was born in Monroe county, Ga..in 1542, and passed from this 
life at Decatur, Miss., in the month of Angust, IS90. He removed from his native state to 
Mississippi in 1856 and located in Newton county. During the late Civil war he served with 
great bravery as first lieutenant of the Thirty-ninth Mississippi; he was captured at Port 
Hudson, and was held a prisoner at Johnson's island. Ohio, until the close of the war. Upon 
the declaration of peace he returned to his old home a penniless boy. Having a good edu- 
cation he secured a country school. which he taught with great success. This he followed for 
three years; then he married Miss Bettie, the daughter of Alexander Russell, a native of 
North Carolina, and a pioneer settler of Newton county, Miss., and soon opened a mercantile 
establishment at Decatur, Miss., where by close application and honest dealing he built up a 
good business. As soon as his capital had tnereased sutticieutly he began business at Newton, 
Miss., which soon became the strongest house in the county. Both houses are now in a 
fourishing condition. He was a man of extraordinary intelligence and would have stood 
foremost in whatever business or profession he might have chosen. says one of Mississippi's 
greatest sons. He was very conscientious in his dealings with his fellowmen, and in his 
death not only his family and intimate friends mourn his loss, but hundreds that are wholly 
dependent on the sunshine and rain for their daily bread. He was a member of the Baptist 
church, haying made confession and been immersed when a prisoner at Johnson's island. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hoye had born to them nine children, seven of whom still survive. He was an 
honored member of the Masonic order. of the Knights of Honor and of the Knights of 
Pythias. 

The Hoyle family, very highly respected and well known throughout Lee county, Miss.. 
is descended from German ancestors, who emigrated from Wiesbaden before the Revolutionary 
war. The great-grandfather of our subject served as a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and 
was given land warrants in| North Carolina, where he settled after the strugele for liberty 
was ended. He was the father of John Hoyle, a planter by occupation and a minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. He was the father of D. LL. Hoyle, a native of North Carolina, 
who married Catherine Ligon, a native of South Carolina. They removed to Gwinnett 
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county, Ga., and there our subject, Dr. J. M. Hoyle, was born December 18, 1836. His 
father was a member of the Masonic order and was identified with the democratic party. 
He was a prominent member of the Methcdist Episcopal church, of which he was steward for 
many years. The Doctor’s mother died in 1843, at the age of twenty-four years, leaving four 
children: J. M., John W., David and Catherine. The father was married a second time to 
Mrs. C. Johnson, a daughter of Benjamin Cleveland, of Georgia. Two children were born 
of this union: Callie D., wife of Joseph Guyton, and Benjamin C. Mr. Hoyle was married 
a third time to Ellen McCord, but there were no children. Mrs. Hoyle is living on her 
husband’s old homestead. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Dr. Hoyle 
grew to manhood in his uative state and received an excellent elementary education. At the 
age of eighteen years he began the study of medicine under the preceptorship of Dr. M. 
Wilson, of New Albany, Miss. He afterward attended lectures at the University of Tennes- 
see, and in 1857 was graduated from the Berkshire medical college, Pittsfield, Mass. He 
began his practice in Pontotoe county, where he remained until the breaking out of the Civil 
war, when he enlisted in the Confederate army, was appointed assistant surgeon and was 
assigned to the Kighth Georgia regiment. He was in many noted engagements and saw much 
hard service, but it was an excellent training-school and he had a rare experience for a young 
physician, being three years surgeon in charge of some of our largest hospitals in Mississippi 
and Alabama. After the war he returned to Pontotoc, and the following year he came to 
Chesterville and thence to Tupelo. He has been interested both in mercantile and agricult- 
ural pursuits, and studied law, so that he was admitted to the bar in 1876; but he did not 
follow this profession to any extent. In 1878 he was elected a member of the legislature, 
and was reélected in ISS4 and 1886. Dr. Hoyle was married to Miss Amanda C. Johnson, a 
daughter of Harvey Johnson. She was born in 1538, and was reared in Georgia by her 
grandfather, her mother and father dying in her childhood. Dr. Hoyle and his wife have 
had born to them two children that are still living: John W. was born in 1860, and is a lum- 
ber manufacturer of Tupelo; Minnie May is thirteen years of age. The parents are both 
members of the Methodist Episcopal church. The Doctor is a member of the State medical 
association and was president of the Lee county association of physicians in 1890. He has 
been ambitious to succeed in his profession. and long ago attained a rank among the first 
practitioners of the county. He is a member of the Masonic order and belongs both to the 
Blue lodge and chapter. He is also a Knight of Honor. Asa citizen he has the respect 
and confidence of the entire community. 

Rey. L. J. Hubbard, a clergyman and prominent planter of Inka, Tishomingo county, 
Miss., was born in South Carolina in ISIS. He is a son of David Hubbard and his wife, 
Martha (West) Hubbard: was born in North Carolina. His father came to Mississippi and 
located in this county in 1544. He was a successful planter and had a family of six chil- 
dren, named John, David, Isaac, James, L. J. and Lucinda. His parents, both of whom were 
members of the Methodist Protestant chureh, died in this county, his father in 1876. Our 
subject was reared to farm life and at the age of twenty he married Miss Susan Simpson, 
who has borne him eleven children: Martha. who married M. C. Chenault. who died in ISSS; 
Barbara married William A. Lemmons, Mollie died in 1885, Sallie married W. W. Harvey, 
Addie married M. D. Adams, Callie is married to Prof. W. F. Hundley, Fannie is married to 
Mead Farless, Permelia is married to G. H. Pruitt, Janey died in 1853, Thomas L. married 
Mollie Adams, and William C. is the youngest. Of these Barbara, Addie, Callie, Fannie, 
Permelia, Thomas, Sallie and William C, are residents of this county. Mr. Hubbard, who has 
resided on the plantation, which is about four miles south of Inka, owns about three hundred 
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and twenty acres of good land. He formerly owned a tract of land which was very large, 
beside a small one, which includes the present site of the town of Iuka. He came to the 
county in 1846 and located within a few yards of Iuka Springs, which he owned at the time. 
When he sold these springs he had it stipulated in the deed by which they were transferred to 
other ownership, that all the schools and citizens of Inka should have the free use of their 
waters at all times. He is a public-spirited man, who takes great interest in edueation and 
his interest in churches may be inferred when it is stated that he has been a local preacher 
for forty years while he has lived there. During the Civil war he served the Confederacy for 
two weeks, being too old for the regular service. He was once elected and served in the 
county for one term as county treasurer. Both as a soldier and as an official he discharged 
every duty devolving upon him with the utmost fidelity. W. C. Hubbard, the youngest son 
of Rev. L. J. Hubbard, is an enterprising druggist of Iuka. He was born in [S60 and was 
reared to farm life and began business for himself at the age of twenty, engaging first in 
the drug trade as a clerk in 1882, later obtaining a store of his own. He is registered in 
the school of pharmacy of Mississippi. He is regarded as one of the most public-spirited 
young men of the county, and everything tending to the advancement and improvement of 
his town and state has his unqualified support. 

W. J. Hubbard is au example of what can be accomphshed by energy and business tact 
ander the most adverse circumstances. From a poor boy, laboring for 37 per month, he has 
hecome one of the very best citizens of the state, and one who is aiding in the development 
of the economic problem of cotton manufacture in the South. To say the least, he is 
emphatically a success. He was born in Georgia in 1846, and in 1870 was married to Miss 
Margaret Finch, of Noxubee county. To this union were born six children: Lelia M., John 
H., Lilhe M., Pearl E., Prince D. and Lexie J. He espoused the cause of the Confederacy, 
and in 1861, when but fifteen years of age, he enlisted under Col. W. S. Barry, in the Thirty- 
fifth Mississippi. He participated in the battles of Corinth and Inka, and was captured at Vieks- 
burg and paroled. He was a soldier with Johnston in the Georgia campaign. He went 
with General Hood to Tennessee, and was in the battles of Murfreesboro and Nashville. He 
was captured at the last-named place and carried to Camp Douglas, where he remained until 
the final surrender. On being finally paroled he returned to his old home in Noxubee 
county, Miss., was employed as a laborer on the farm for two years, at 310 per month, and 
at the close of his time he engaged with a company of local manufacturers of cotton goods at 
the above rate per month for two years, and was then engaged in lumber milling for the 
same length of time. Having five shares of stock transferred him, he became eligtble to the 
office of secretary and treasurer. He was elected to that office in LS72, on a salary of S600 
annually, and served in that capacity for three years. Then, with an associate, he rented the 
property belonging to the company and continued this for six years, after which he purchased 
his partner’s interest and carried on the business alone. At this factory are consumed annually 
four hundred and fifty bales of cotton, which is converted into osnaburgs, carpet warp. 
knitting cotton and cotton yarn. The factory is located sixteen miles west of Shuqualak, 
Noxubee county, Miss., and Mr. Hubbard has connected his factory with his office in Shu- 
qualak by telegraph. In connection with his factory he has a general store. He is also 
engaged in merchandising at Shuqualak and is a general cotton buyer. He owns about two 
thousand acres of average land in Noxubee county. Mr. Hubbard’s manufactured goods are 
shipped to St. Louis and Chicago. His business is increasing to such an extent that he cou- 
templates increasing the capacity of his factory by the addition of improved machinery, ete. 
He has also a fine local trade in certain grades of goods, and this is inereasing. Mr, Hub- 
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bard is a member of the Baptist church, angl socially he is a Mason. His parents, E. J. and 
Mary (Mangum) Hubbard, were married in 1841, and emigrated to Winston county, Miss., 
in 1855. The father was born in Georgia about 1S15, and after coming with his family to 
Winston county, foilowed teaching for some time. His death oecurred in 1857, and the 
mother followed him to the grave in Noxubee county in 1868. They were the parents of 
three children. 

William Hudspeth (deceased), was originally from Alabama, his birth having occurred 
in Jackson county, in the year [S2S, and was a son of William Hudspeth. The father was a 
native of either Georgia or Alabama, but emigrated to Mississippi as early as 1843 or 1S44, and 
located in the northern part of the state when the country was practically new. William Huds- 
peth was about fifteen years of age when he came with his parents to Mississippi, and in that state 
were passed his youthful days. In the fall of [Nvo, he was elected chancery clerk of Benton 
county, and so well did he fill this position and so great was his popularity that he continued 
to hold that position until his death in 1887. He was energetic, well informed, and was 
noted for his purity of thought and unselfish principles. He was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, took a leading part in all religious matters, and was a conscientious 
Christian. His life was full of good deeds. He was public-spirited and was a man who at 
all times had the interests of the county and state at heart. He not only left a wife and 
family to mourn Ins departure, but many warm friends who felt the loss which would be 
sustained by the death of such a man. His son, George W., taught school two years 
when he was quite youthful; since which time he has served as deputy chancery clerk, under 
his father and H. W. Hardaway, and has, by his straightforward course, won many friends, as 
is shown by his unanimous nomination for the office of chancery clerk at the recent demo- 
cratic primary election. 

Dr. C. S. Hudson, physician and surgeon, Yazoo City, Miss., has been identified with 
the medical profession of Yazoo county since 1876, and has made a reputation during his 
eareer for skill and reliability. He is a native of Winston county, Miss., born February 20, 
1S51, and the third of a family of eight children. He is the son of Robert S. and N. E. 
(Gray) Hudson, of South Carolina. The father was an attorney who distinguished himself 
as one of the ablest members of the bar of the state. He served as circuit judge during and 
after the war, and held the office of district attorney. As amember of the legislature of Mis- 
sissippi he wielded no inconsiderable influence, and was widely known as a conscientious. 
faithful representative. He came to the state in his boyhood with his father. who settled in 
Noxubee county. He died in 1S89 in his sixty-sixth year. His wife survives him, and is a 
resident of Yazoo City. The paternal grandmother of our subject was a descendant of the 
house of Spencer, and the maternal orandfather was descended from the Von Grays. natives 
of Prussia; he, himself, was a first cousin to Frederick the Great. He emigrated to Amer- 
ica, and settled on a Dutch grant in South Carolina. Dr. Hudson crew to manhood in Yazoo 
county. He received his literary education at Oxford, and was graduated in medicine from 
Tulane university, New Orleans, La., in 1876. Immediately after he began the practice of 
his profession in his native county, locating upon the Yazoo river above Yazoo City. There he 
remained until ISS4, when he came to Yazoo City, and soon after he opened his office won a 
paying patronage. He has been a faithful student of the seience of medicine, and has met 
with marked suecess in his practice. In ISS2 he was united in marriage to Miss Katie Love. 
of Mississippi, a daughter of DeWitt C. Love, whose biography appears upon another page 
of this history. Mrs. Hudson died in 1886, leaving no children. She was a consistent mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church. The Doctor is an elder in the same chureh, and is a member 
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of the Knights of Pythias. He owns a comfortable residence which he had erected after com- 
ing to Yazoo city. 

John C. Hudson, planter, Pine Valley, Miss., was originally from Yalobusha county, 
Miss., his birth oceurring in 1848S within a short distance of where he now lives, and is a son 
of Arthur and Minerva (Hancock) Hudson, the former a native of North Carolina and 
the latter of South Carolina. The paternal grandfather, John Hudson, moved from North 
Carolina to Yalobusha county, Miss., in 1834, and settled where his grandson and name- 
sake now lives. He entered six hundred and thirteen acres of land, and there cultivated the 
soil until his death in 1845. When he first located in Yalobusha county the country 
was wild and unbroken, and settlers were few and far between. He was a leading member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, as was also his wife, whose maiden name was Sarah 
Mangram. She was a native of North Carolina, and died in 1870 at the age of eighty-two 
years. They were the parents of six children, all of whom lived to be grown, and one 
is now living, Mrs. E. E. Coleman, who now resides in Williamson county, Tex. The other 
children were named as follows: Arthur, father of subject; John was in the employ of 
the railroad and died in the hospital at St. Louis, Mo.; Mrs. Nancy Rushing died in Texas; 
Mrs. Sarah Boyd died in Alabama, and Mrs. Mary Ray died in the Lone Star state. 
Arthur Hudson, one of the elder children of this family, was born in 1811. He emigrated to 
Mississippi at an early date, settled in Kemper county, and in 1837 moved to Yalobusha 
county, where he located on the tract of land entered by his father. There he remained until 
his death, in April, 1871. During the Civil war he was in the militia for home protec- 
tion. Like his father, Mr. Hudson was a worthy member of the Methodist church, and was 
class leader in the same for many years, and was steward of said church at the time of 
his death. In politics he was identified with the democratic party. He was married in 
South Carolina to Miss Minerva Hancock, who received her final summons in 1858. She 
was a member of the same church. Their family consisted of ten children, five of whom are 
still living: William resides in Yalobusha county, and is engaged in farming and preaching, 
being a minister in the Missionary Baptist church; James resides in Grenada county, Miss., 
is a farmer and owns thirteen hundred acres of land; Thomas L. and Mrs. Sarah F. Wilson 
of Yalobusha county. Those deceased were: Tabitha, who died in 1858, at she age of seven- 
teen; Josephine died when young; Jane, who married John Stearns, died in 1870, her hus- 
band having died in the late war at Chattanooga, Tenn.; she had five children; Jacob died 
in 1858 at the age of four years, and an infant died unnamed. The father was married the 
second time to Miss Caroline Hall, by whom he had four children, all living: Missouri Ann, 
wife of H. C. Newman; Henry J., Ambrose P., and Annie E., wife of Andrew J. Cost. The mother 
of these children is yet living, and makes her home on the old farm place in Yalobusha county. 
She holds membership in the Baptist church. J.C. Hudson left home at an early age, and 
although he could neither read nor write, he improved all his spare moments, and in 1874 
began teaching in the public schools, continuing there until in 1880. Previous to this, how- 
ever, and after leaving home, he was in the farming business for eight years, and saved 
enough money to purchase land in Calhoun county, where he resided for six years. In 1882 
he moved to the home place, where he has an excellent tract of land, and where he has con- 
tinued to reside up to the present. He is one of the leading farmers of the county. The 
residence erected by grandfather Hudson in “1834, where J. C. Hudson now resides, was 
{nken down only a few years ago. Mr. Hudson was married, in 1876, to Miss Mary T. Cobb, 
of Calhoun county, und to them have been born two children, Gertrude and Ethel, the last 


unmed dying at the age of seven months. Mrs. Hudson was a native of Calhoun county, 
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Miss., and was the danghter of Peter M. Cobb, ,of North Carolina, who was one of the early 
settlers of Calhoun county. Mrs. Hudson is a member of the Missionary Baptist church, and 
Mr. Hudson leans toward the Primitive Baptist church. He is a democrat in polities. 

Judge R. S. Hudson (deceased) was one of the most prominent members of the bar of 
- Mississippi, and made for himself a career that is worthy of record. He was born in Edge- 
field district, S. C., August 17, 1820, and was the youngest child of James Hudson, also a 
native of South Carolina. He was educated in Tennessee by his own means. He lived with 
Robert Spencer after the death of his father, which occurred when he was about fifteen years 
of age, but was not sent to school by him. He did not complete his college course on account 
of the failure of his eyesight. He devoted his leisure time to the reading of law in his uncle’s 
office, and after his death he entered the office of Henry Gray, Esq., an eminent attorney and 
member of the bar of New Orleans for some years. He was admitted to the bar in 1S44, and 
began practice in and near Louisville, Miss. Afterward he practiced in the higher courts of 
the state. In 1856 he was elected to the office of distriet attorney, when he removed to Yazoo 
county on account of its being the center of his work; he owned a large plantation in this 
county, on which he resided. In 1862 he was appointed to the office of circuit judge to finish 
an unexpired term of Judge Henry, deceased. At the end of the term he was elected to suc- 
ceed himself, and held this office until the close of the war. He then returned to his practice, 
which he preferred to political honors and position. His public services had given such unt- 
versal satisfaction that in 1875 he was prevailed to become a candidate for the legislature; he 
was elected to the office, but at the end of the term respectfully but positively declined all 
offers of public office. He again settled to the duties of his profession, which he carried on 
to the time of his death, which was in 1889. Judge Hudson was united in marriage in 1S44 
to Miss Elvira Gray, a native of South Carolina and a daughter of Frederick and 8. 
(Atkin) Gray. They had born to them eight children; they all grew to maturity, and all 
received a liberal education; three of the sons are professional men and have bright prospects 
of future success and prosperity. Mrs. Hudson is still living, an honored Christian woman 
and a mother deeply beloved. Of the Judge’s career as a lawyer too much can not be said in 
praise. While his education was chiefly that of an advocate, he was successful in every 
department of the profession, for whether before a jury or a court of equity he always proved 
himself equal to caring for his side, however able his opponent might be. In his death the 
state lost a good citizen and wise counselor, the profession an old landmark, his friends a 
kind and considerate neighbor, and his family a father and husband whose memory will 
always be revered. 

William Hughes is one of the county’s most worthy citizens as well as one of its oldest 
settlers and representative planters. His parents, Benjamin and Naney (Brashear) Hughes, 
were born on blue grass soil, in Bullitt county, from which place they came in 1524 to 
Mississippi territory, the first night of their stay in Claiborne county being under the roof 
of Waterman Crane. The following day they went to Port Gibson, and after renting a 
plantation and raising one crop near that place they moved to the town, where Mr. Hughes 
opened a mercantile establishment. During the many years that he remained in business at 
this point he became very wealthy, but owing to his desire to aid and benefit his friends 
and to his kindness of heart and liberality in going their security, he was brought to the 
verge of bankruptcy and was compelled to suspend business. He then went to New Orleans, 
where he was a commission merchant until his death, July 7, 1542, at the ave of fifty-four 
years, which occurred at Grand Gulf, Claiborne county, Miss., and he was buried at Port 
Gibson. He possessed a naturally fine intellect, which was strengthened and broadened by an 
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education which far exceeded that usually given the, youth of his day, and this peculiarly 
titted him for an active business career. He was at one time president of the Grand Gulf 
bank, and in his politics was a stanch supporter of the whig party. He was a soldier in the 


War of 1812, holding the rank of captain of his company, and received his commission from 
William Henry Harrison, as follows: 

SENECATOWN, Headquarters, August 13, 1813. 
Capt. BENJAMIN Hvuaues, Assistant Quartermaster-General, Franklinton. 

Sir:—Agreeable to the power vested in me by the secretary of war, you are appointed assistant 

deputy quartermaster-general of the army of the United States, to take rank from the date thereof. 

WiuitaM Henry Harrison. 

Captain Hughes was a:man of commanding presence, was five feet ten inches in hight, 
was finely formed and had dark hair and brown eyes. His figure was finely proportioned 
and his manners were easy, cordial and pleasing. As an extemporaneous speaker he was 
fluent and eloquent, and being very public-spirited and deeply interested in all the current 
issues of the day he used his gift on many occasions to an excellent advantage. His opinions 
carried weight with them and his friends both near and far often consulted him when iu any 
difficulty or in doubt as to what course to pursue. He extended aid, both in money and 
sound advice, to many an enterprising young gentleman who was ambitious to win fame and 
fortune for himself, and as the foundations of their success was in a great measure owing to 
him, his kindness and generosity will not readily be forgotten. As a business man he fcl- 
lowed a course of strictest integrity and this, together with his many other virtues, wielded 
a wide influence in commercial circles and tended to enhance and promote honorable busi- 
ness methods in those who had previously simply looked to their own interests, forgetting 
the divine law. His death was a heavy blow to his immediate family, relatives and friends, 
for among them he was a sort of patriarch, looked up to and confided in by all as a friend, 
counsellor and protector. Uncle Ben was a name often heard in the various homes of the 
community, and never was it uttered but with the deepest veneration andregard. Although 
not a member of any church he was a believer in the Christian religion and was a gener- 
ous supporter of its institutions. His memory will long be kept green in the hearts of 
the many who knew and trusted him in life. His wife was born on the 7th of January, 
1777, was finely educated and was married in Kentucky. She was a member of the Presby- 
terian church, was a faithful Christian, and a devoted and loving wife and mother, her 
care for her family throughout her entire life being most earnest and watchful. She bore 
her husband a family of twelve children, four of whom attained maturity, the subject of this 
sketch being the only one who is living at the present time: Mary Ann was first married to 
Dr. B. W. Morehead and afterward to Dr. R. W. Harper; William comes next in order of 
birth; a sketch of Henry, another son, appears in this work, and Maria J. became the wife 
of Hon. W. T. Magruder (see sketch). The other children died in infancy. 

William Hughes, whose name appears at the head of this biography, was born on the 
12th of January, 1825, was reared in and around Port Gibson, and in the common and high 
schools of this section and in Oakland college he aequired an excellent education. Before 
he had graduated from Oakland college his father died, and he immediately returned home 
to assist the family and look after their interests. At the age of eighteen years he commenced 
to make his own way in the world as a clerk, and afterward as a merchant for several yeurs, 
but sold out his stock of goods in 1852. He then resumed clerking, continuing until 1857, 
when he came to his present location and took upon himself the duties of a planter. In 
1856 he was married to Miss Mary Bertron, a native of the county, born, reared and married 
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in the house in which she is now residing. Her birth occurred in 1837, her parents being Rev. 
Samuel R. and Caroline (Christie) Bertron, and she was the younger of their two daughters, 
the other daughter being Clara, now the wife of Charles T. Purnell, and a resident of Watts- 
boro, Va. She is a woman of culture and refinement, her early education being received at 
home under a private tutor in the Port Gibson academy and in Miss Dinah Posthwaite’s 
school in Natchez. In 1851-2 she attended Mrs. Willard’s female seminary in New York, 
from which institution she graduated with high honors in literature and music, being also .a 
highly gifted Latin and French scholar. Mrs. Hughes also attended the above-named insti- 
tutions, in which she was a very creditable pupil, and is now a lady of considerable literary 
attainments and an accomplished musician. Rev. 5. R. Bertron was a man whose ability 
placed him among the highest civilians. He was born in Philadelphia, Penn., in which city 
he was also educated and married. He graduated from Princeton college in the class of 1828, 
and subsequently the theological seminary of the same place, and as he possessed an active 
and vigorous mind, coupled with a remarkable memory, he attained an enviable place in the 
literary world. In early youth he chose the South as the field of his labors, and by 
his marriage he became connected with some of the most influential and worthy families 
of Claiborne county, Miss., and for some fifty years thereafter he figured conspicuously 
in the social and ecclesiastical history of this section. The first fewyears of his life he 
devoted to the ministry exclusively, and as a minister of the Presbyterian faith he showed 
himself to be a man of broad intellect and profound erudition. He first ministered to a 
congregation in Philadelphia, but after removing South his labors were gratuitously bestowed 
upon public churches, and although he at length abandoned active service as a minister on 
account of bronchial affection, which disabled him from public work, yet his interest in the 
cause of Christ never knew diminution or loss of enthusiasm. He was a faithful attendant 
of the church of Port Gibson, and was one of its most ltberal contributors. As a husband 
and father he was devoted to his family, and entered with zeal into all the plans and schemes 
of his children. He was married three times, his second union being to Mrs. Catherine M. 
Barnes, a daughter of James Crane and granddaughter of Waterman Crane, by whom he 
became the father of a son, James C., who died at Port Gibson, leaving a widow and three 
children. His third marriage was to Miss Otille Mueler, a sketch of whom appears in this 
work. To this union a son and two daughters were born. Rev. Samuel R. Bertron died of 
yellow fever at Greenwood plantation October 7, 1878, in the seventy-third year of his age. 
His grandson, Bertron Purnell, died of the same disease on the afternoon of the same day, 
and they were lowered into their graves at the same moment, with one ceremony. Rey. Ber- 
tron was of highly respectable parentage, his father being a successful practicing physician 
of the city of Philadelphia, and his mother a granddaughier of Governor Reading, whose 
name is found in the first pages of New Jersey history. His union to his first wife (Caroline 
Christie) took place on the dth of August, 1834, in the city of Philadelphia, Rey. James 
Patterson officiating. She was an amiable and intelligent woman, and was a daughter of 
William and Mrs. Clarissa (Crane) Young Christie, and a granddaughter of Waterman Crane. 
Mrs. Caroline Bertron was born on the 25th of March, 1818, and died April 13, 1839, being 
the only daughter born to her parents. She was ardent in her affections, gentle in her 
demeanor, benevolent in disposition, upright in principle, exemplary in every religious duty, 
and from all with whom she came in contact she won an abiding affection and respect. 
William Christie, her father, was also born in this county, and died on the 14th of February, 
1819, at the age of thirty-one years. His widow was married to William Young in 1821, a 
native of Scotland, a man of genial disposition, beloved by all who knew him and very 
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prominent in his day as a member of the Bethel church and a trustee of Oakland college. 
He died in 1863, his widow surviving him until February 5, 1877, when she, too, passed away 
at the age of seventy-nine years and one month. She was an exemplary woman in every 
respect, a devoted member of the Presbyterian church, and her home was always open to the 
friendless and needy, she being known far and near for her hospitality. To William and 
Mary (Bertron) Hughes nine children were born, six of whom are now living: William Y. is 
a bookkeeper for William J. Martin, one of the leading merchants at Rodney; Caroline | 
C., wife of T. F. Daniel; Clarissa Y., Mary B., Emily M. and Louisa T. Those deceased are: 
Nannie, wife of Smith C. Daniel, her death occurring on the 30th of September, 1887, at 
Greenwood, at the age of nineteen years. Her character was very amiable and lovely, and 
-he was beautiful and accomplished. She left two little children: Smith C. and Mary. 
The other two children that are dead are Henry and James C. Mr. and Mrs. Hughes have a 
family of which they have every reason to be proud. for they are all prepossessing in appear- 
ance, are highly gifted and possess excellent principles. During the late war Mr. Hughes 
hecame a member of Captain Magruder’s company of Hughes’ battalion, which afterward 
became a part of the Fourth Mississippi cavalry. Soon after his enlistment he was detailed 
to act as quartermaster-sergeant, afterward becoming ordnance sergeant of the Fourth Missis- 
sippi cavalry. He was captured by Banks’ army at Springfield Landing, La., below Port 
Hudson, just before the battle of Port Gibson, but made his escape and returned to his com- 
mand and served until the close of the war, when he was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., and 
returned home to resume planting. Jn early ife he was a whig in politics but now is a 
conservative democrat, but takes little interest in politics. He is a stanch supporter of 
schools, is an earnest worker for the cause of temperance and supports all good works. He 
aud his wife enjoy a comfortable and pleasant home on their plantation in the Bethel neigh- 
borhood. They own about two thousand acres of land, of which about seven hundred are 
under cultivation. Mrs. Hughes is a devoted member of the Presbyterian church, as are all 
her family, but although Mr. Hughes is not a member of any church he is a believer in the 
Christian religion. 

Col. Henry Hughes, the subject of this sketch, was one of the noblest of men and a 
brilliant writer and an accomplished scholar and thinker. Intellectually Henry Hughes was 
a most remarkable man. Entering college at a very early age he fulfilled all the promises of 
his precocious childhood, and in a class all of whom were his seniors in years he early took 
the place of honor and held it undisputed to the end. An unusual combination of gifts met 
in him and so equally that it was difficult to say what was his special endowment. If he 
essayed the mathematics, you would have said that in this department of human science he 
was fitted especially to excel; if the languages, you were equally surprised at the ease, 
accuracy and elegance of his exercises; if philosophy, you were astonished at the clever, 
original and comprehensive grasp with which he seized its grandest generalization and meas- 
ured its profoundest depths; and to him was given the crowning endowment of an exalted 
nature, a keen and passionate sense of all that is beautiful in nature and art. If we are not 
mistaken the two faculties of his nature which predominated, taking an old classification as 
our guide, were the reason and the imagination. He was a born philosopher and a poet. It 





was not possible for him to consider any fact or phenomenon as single and isolated—analysis 
was only valuable to him as it led to a grander synthesis, and every step of induction was 
prized only as it gained him a higher point from which to sweep a wider horizon. Nor did 
any man ever enter into the spinit of Solomon’s declaration, “God hath made all things beau- 


tiful in his time,” more fervently than he. His love of the beautiful was a passion, and if 
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sometimes his imagination ran riot and broke the bounds of his own chastened and cultivated 
tastes such offenses were rare and abundantly atoned for by exquisitely beautiful passages, 
which may be read and reread with unalloyed delight. The tendency which finally mastered 
and subordinated all others was to abstract thinking; and the topic upon which he exercised 
his intellect during his whole life was that fruitful one to which so many of the profoundest 
thinkers and the most ardent philanthropists have consecrated the flower of their years and 
the fullness of their powers—namely, human society; its defects, its crimes and sorrows, its 
perfectibility and the best means by which it may be changed from a battle of cruel and sel- 
fish antagonisms, or an armed neutrality, into a harmonious and wholesome order. The public 
mind at the period of his graduation was deeply agitated, as indeed it was during the life- 
time of that generation, on the subject of slavery, which would of necessity bring before a 
scholar and thinker all the social problems suggested by that topic; problems not by any 
means peculiar to Southern society and as yet unsolved by any. Disposed by his earlier 
studies and reflections to judge the institution of slavery vigorously and even unfavorably, he 
gradually, as his mind matured and his studies widened and deepened, became satisfied that 
society in the South had more nearly realized the objects of human society than any other 
upon earth, and that it ecntained within itself the simplest means by which to actualize an 
ideal and perfect social organization. Before leaving college he had methodized his thoughts, 
and in some measure prepared himself for their public vindication in a treatise entitled, 
“Sociology.”’ Its publication was postponed until after his visit to Paris. In that city he 
became acquainted with the leading writers of his time on social questions, made himself 
more familiar with the language and literature of France, revised and completed the work 
just mentioned and published it shortly after his return. In this book he disclosed the peculiar 
opinions and the peculiar object to whose propagation and attainment he devoted the 
remainder of his life. It is the key to that life. No man ever pursued a life purpose more 
clearly designed and firmly fixed, with more conscientiousness, diligence and loyalty to a great 
idea than he. The subject of this sketch was a life-long student; not in any particular pro- 
fession, for though a lawyer and transacting ably and faithfully the business intrusted to him, 
he cared little for its drudgery or emoluments. He sought neither office nor power nor 
wealth, but he sought and almost worshiped as an ideal, culture; the culture of his whole 
nature, to be a perfect man, was almost his morality, intellect and religion. His whole ambi- 
tion was to be remembered as a benefactor to man, to contribute, by just thought, to the sum 
of human wisdom and thereby to the sum of human happiness. He was a politician, but he 
sought no office; a statesman, but he sought no power; athinker and a writer, but he sought 
no honors. He was a true patriot, living, thinking, writing, toiling, suffering, battling and 
dying for the common weal. Closely akin to his intellectual and consistent with it was his 
moral character.. He was the most unselfish and generous of men. In the long and fright- 
ful march from Manassas to Gordonsville, thence to the Peninsula, from which he returned to 
Mississippi before the evacuation, he was seen ordinarily trudging on foot at the head of his 
men whilst some sick or worn-out soldier was mounted on his horse. Hundreds of dollars 
from his own scanty pay and means were expended for the comfort of his men, with not sim- 
ply no hope, but no desire or care for its return. In the campaign in Virginia he had weekly 
prayer meeting in his tent, and suffered nothing but official duty to interrupt it. Among the 
papers scanned by the eyes of the mother, whom he almost worshiped, is found one dated 
and signed by himself and which reads thus: “I pray Almighty God to make me one of the 
wisest and best of men.” 
mation of the necessity of preparation for death, he said: ‘Why, 1 was converted when | 


To an affectionate sister, whose anxieties had prompted some inti- 
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was a child.” To a pious lady, who sent him, op his deathbed, a message begging him to 
pray, he replied: “Ihave prayed all my life,” and it was his habit to pray regularly three 
times aday. What judgment can we form from such facts but that God’s spirit had been 
purifying this soul and preparing it for more exalted honor and more extended usefulness in 
worlds whose holy desire is met by heavenly satisfaction, and holy hope and faith by an 
unclouded vision and an eternal fruition. Fifteen months before his death, on the breaking 
out of hostilities between the Northern and Southern states of the old Union, he entered the 
service as a private in the Port Gibson riflemen, of which he had been a member for years. 
He was shortly elected to the captaincy of the Claiborne guards, and subsequently to the 
coloneley of the immortal Twelfth Mississippi regiment. In this position he was soon recog- 
nized as aman of signal ability and resources, for he had long been preparing for such a 
position, for he thoroughly posted himself on the art of war, and procured every book of any 
value within his reach on every branch of the service. When he entered the army few men 
in it surpassed him in the knowledge of the science of war. Designated by the commander 
of his division to construct some fortifications in front of Bull Run, he discharged that duty 
in so scientific and thorough a way as to elicit the warm commendation of the most distin- 
guished officers of the army, and it is a singular coincidence that victorious Confederate sol- 
diers possesssed and employed with deadly effect these very works in the second battle of 
Manassas. From Manassas to Gordonsville, thence to the Peninsula, he marched at the head 
of his regiment, encouraging the timid, supporting the weak, comforting the sick, in all 
things showing himself a skillful, daring and humane commander. Many who shared with 
him the toil and danger of these memorable marches live to bear testimony to his cheerful- 
ness, his courage and above all his tenderness and care of his exhausted and half-starved 
soldiers. In these dreary toils was laid the foundation of disease which carried him to his 
grave. He returned from Virginia with authority from the war department to raise a regi- 
ment of Partizan rangers for the defense of this and adjoining counties on the Mississippi 
river. He engaged in this duty with the energy and zeal which characterized him, and 
brought to the organization and equipment of this new command all his former skill and 
knowledge, tested and perfected by the experience of a long and arduous campaign in Vir- 
ginia. In spite of the drafts made on the population by the conscript law he was rapidly 
accomplishing his object, when it pleased God to arrest his career of honorable usefulness 
and lay him upon the bed of anguish and death. His disease, inflammatory rheumatism, left 
him scarcely free from suffering and entailed complications distressing to heart and sense, 
yet he persisted in rising from his bed and prosecuting his work. When his partially formed 
regiment was ordered to Port Hudson he was carried on his bed to Fayette to report to his 
commanding officer and to superintend its departure, and then turned homeward to die, yet 
still hoping and believing that he would live. To the last he elung to life; be desired to 
live, yet was willing to die if he must. To a friend who stood by his bedside he faintly 
whispered something, only partially understood, and seeing that he was not comprehended 
A few moments after he was 


’ 


spelled one of the words, and repeated ‘‘nos swmos purificate.’ 
indeed purified forever,from earthly sins and sorrows. He fell a martyr to the cause for 
which the nation was struggling, as truly as though amid the roar and tumult of the battle- 
field he had yielded up his life to his country, on Friday, the 3d day of October, 1862. Thus 
ended the life of one of this country’s noblest men. 

Capt. M. W. Hughes was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, in August, IS{1, his par 
ents, Peter and Bridget (Canavan) Hughes, being also born there. Captain Hughes is a 
brother of Col. Felix Hughes, who was a prominent levee commissioner and contractor, and 





= 





e 
r 


ivits uy devel 
i 
t r 
. ai Py 
, ' 
! ff + Tere 
P 7 i 
’ i uf | 
‘ ‘ 
5 { ry st t 
ae j 
a j Li Fyral ' 
1) 
hi chy @yilt ¢ 


wo t 
vere mgt V1 i 
j j 
ff oO f } ¥ 
} aos 
‘ 4 
P , 
1) é f 
i 4 
j i} 
i 
F 
wae, { 
io 
i ' 
vit ' 
: 
F ’ 
- 
| 
pt 
y Y 4 
- 
byat io 
ae 


ott tad i! iia i me ne 


TE juraartgoy cqpipia anh i Uilon't fitromat: add Yo ‘ c 





i e‘ynuios alt te ago to olf galt 

7 wei T ion ef eoed eaw aody ikl WW Mt sqed 
in Taihal (i ivi Hd), oy fine bags i soto% 

y obvi Silene 6 enw odw wolyy lt 2) vt 09, to 19 



































‘ dow «worl ee a Ran 
: : , ae oer, ; 
byt sil POHL Vie 4 tia a @ hin ~~ ow id ™ 
ion cladieund yd Jour «i enews | thou cod 
wetircen trecthi sets) lad pte. an Feu, 
tte reratigor tx mvmadisoZ alt usowsod 
] | Pie) 1 sane lee) yt t ss an os 
’ al pio niil ot stoale 


bad taf 10) aootreen ban hoa lg Lwcmie Yo nove oe | 
norte sre ot) no Yseorid boteon -cldgnoredd od. a0¥ aol 
f i if wid POV LO as cwid aid Shwe a r 
i P S| Fa cet ee a a vee ees 
rote \ (HOTA Soh) tt PO Deitel 
=o 
f Mgt TOL PROD, a) BOs ini a if Yo 
~ 
1 | { S4y7 i oo & AsV? Bt 
7 «eR hn varus 
ues i alt rihert tive boavolerine | 
. fi »« Pitre A 
\ 
] BET ‘Th 
Ls gia ‘ ei te i 7 
: 7 va 2 
(3 | it mrad Wy 
- 
Pitt) Pe wak 
= { oy ‘ 
i) Ly 4g oui tasihned to dase 
o i r 
ix , \ Tea ‘ r typ RTO olf eis | 
Tahit (ue TSR edb ob » igo ic 
5 ' i racy Ect fiw 
lush asl? to sbneqe 
rit 3 Peles ahit wey 
‘ ry 
‘ tT) | j i i ti rye & Ve Tet aT 
(tea F riTiqaliicn recy) egy 
, j ; Wi iRl i ha taimeg. ad way 
, atl Hi rol of basoinaiaaey tneent 
‘ hy 4 are 
i bimlotegque ot bas ceoilto mitiba 
5 “sy 
hil it OY wef 1g yo 
g of owner od Th 4th of uolklivn apw dt 
{ } | luo ssoliemor bs 


De oS PR abriow adi lovee ‘balla 


telaen woul, rail, b iting ny bea sai 
‘9 ‘ a * 
i yo se Be (igpid) ia anh doi , 
iy Bl i erd-ae hob loi I Ay sh ott B 


978 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


was killed at Baton Rouge during the Civil war. The Captain’s ancestors, on both sides, 
were farmers. At the age of nine years he was brought to America, and his first permanent 
home in this country was at Vicksburg, Miss., where he was employed by his brother during 
the winter on levee work, and in summer attended the common schools of the county until 
he was sixteen, when his brother sent him to St. Joseph’s college at Bardstown, Ky., for the 
purpose of securing a commercial education, as well as to take a course in civil engineering. 
His inclinations were toward mathematics, and during the four years that he remained in 
this institution he made an enviable record for himself. After graduating on the 3d of June, 
1861, he returned home, and as his brother Felix was raising a company, he enlisted and 
was commissioned lieutenant, and took part in the engagements at Belmont, Shiloh, Baton 
Rouge, Corinth, Champion’s Hill, siege of Jackson, Dalton, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, and 
was severely wounded at Peach Tree Creek, being shot through the breast, the bullet lodging 
near his spine, where he carries it to this day. He was afterward wounded by a fragment of 
shell, which injured his voeal organs to such an extent that for twelve months he was deprived 
of the power of speech. Soon after the battle of Shiloh he was promoted to a captaincy, 
and after his partial recovery from the shell wound he rejoined his regiment at Atlanta, but 
could not command on account of his lack of voice and was placed on the retired list for 
sixty days. He was afterward put in command of the railroad at Jackson, being general 
inspector at the same time, and there he received a commission from the Confederate secre- 
tary of war to organize a company, but only a portion of it was raised, and these men were 
detailed as scouts and kept General Johnston informed of the movements of the Federals 
after the fall of Vicksburg. He was at Jackson when the war closed. His company was first 
organized as the Sarsfield Southrons, afterward company C, Twenty-second Mississippi, and 
during his service he was wounded thirteen times. When peace was declared he secured 
state contracts for levee work in Louisiana and Mississippi, and built levees south of the 
Arkansas line to Tensas parish, La., among which may be mentioned the Ashton levee. At 
one time he had the contract for all the Mississippi levees, and but for the interference of 
Governor Ames, just as he was in a position to make money, he would have soon been in 
independent circumstances. That governor recognized the levee board and revoked all out- 
standing contracts, Hughes & Searles having the contracts for all levees in Bolivar, Washing- 
ton and Issaquena counties. About 1857 Mr. Hughes retired from levee work and has since 
been devoting the greater part of his attention to his plantation in Sharkey county, which 
consists of four hundred acres, one hundred and fifty being under cultivation, but is also the 
owner of one hundred acres within one-half mile of Vicksburg, which is destined to make 
him a fortune soon, as the city is growing rapidly in his direction. His residence is situated 
on a hill, covered with beautiful shade and ornamental trees, and everything about the place 
indicates that it isa model Southern home. He has always taken quite an interest in local politics, 
is supervisor of his district, and socially is an officer in the Knights of St. John society. On 
the 27th of June, 1887, he was married to Miss Minnie Henry, a daughter of W. P. Henry, 
of Vicksburg, and a native of Ireland. He came to Vicksburg before the war, and for several 
years was engaged in merchandising. Captain and Mrs. Hughes have one child, a beautiful 
little daughter, Alberta May. The family are devout members of the Catholic church. 
Captain Hughes is anephew of Thomas Canavan, one of the first settlers of Vicksburg. He 
is quite proud of his brother’s war record, and has a large oil painting of him hanging in his 
parlor, in which he is dressed in the uniform of a Confederate colonel. 

William Hull (deceased) was born July 19, 1825, in Spottsvylania county, Va. He was 
the ninth in a family of ten children born to Brodie and Elizabeth (Herndon) Hull. Brodie 













on wt 


4 ve A bee f ft 
tp , iv eae | Nb iw wid se bart Bray a 
‘ 


it tout aid vil be colpar saw we naedie anil roe w 













































fru vhineo od} | vies goon serld fehwih ot ere 
i) Ey atl ay sy} Live w ibey | A i pre ed wld ‘ne ] w tinea 


Baia livaer af won A wad OF oe Mow a8 plinloosdts 1 ibyrsdaiie9 a mica 
fbi ao) ies wubiata fro wt iw * rw ‘es 
ag hit an rent davee Sassy VA ‘rol bropey ofduivas aa ebaared m vitartisent 
bun badeidas vimpomwo 5 yore enw eoD, vodiond aid em Bao emod bowuster oi 4 


% lofid@ ticle Jo soormogegee add ai tug Joo! hus Mnbastvell Beaolielian an wie 
Ta) M IDL AVON Hola neadost. ty npaid , ie eaoiqrendD ildai90D 2 quron 
whe! teaddid off jeanad af? cf Hoe vif aia , t gloea"l ap bebavow qlowrer a) 7 


bake bins ns ane olf dy} ol Mt ebro oil rial othe aly Lace eg 
til tab) Mawes a roy a) Say insoy ati Bosjor af LF chub ill onda 

momo saw oad dofrde ddind alt wele.ceo® ifoseqe te 19m xy od we 

1 att Booinon edt Baan Myles ou aod . yvorn Iathad aid soa. hae 


rot duit 7 oniq auvw | las Yo Wool eid te tas008 ao Hars seSUON sou filsna! 
" iA a 

t, i | ret. tah} q Daswisita aev oH cayabiny W bala 

Gill io ree wo HW 4 \ { } i} f TA Pit 113 “ye AT ad ory is votes yank 


TW 19 is tai lo rey! e iO Jod orannes 9 salanyio of Taw 





wh tated att yaune cv ef obit eottudiol Irisme) Joel Deu ateooe 
’ j 4 es hy 

{ < eh Ang rte ¥ A 

18 ’ i pit i Hlotaae ay 
Ley t ’ 

1 ' | i | iy on Gorrie 

- I i} ; wv r 
! 5 i t thant 

; 7 ee il on quate Py Ps i ud 

§ ; 
P a 
R ven MIS 
{ i a ' nf , Lh LOL Rog i AGW it 2B. Saat (ae A 30079 OT? 
(eel oil RoR ar Ci eee: Sed Ae conan 
yore r , rad eae ‘ 
ttlon Bit Wie ah aid eaMie BS eodouh Homies gaibe 
if { eotA Zeelinnon nao peel é 
wey f PEED s: 1 ‘Yr. Ltt 1G) ne Oily ge we en gp v 
; { 5 P| A oe 
j 1 i @axag betbawd wohl jo 
i ‘ TaAlfbage ahaa perenne Bd on TO ‘ 


Fi y ‘ if 

a. Sf Si LT BH AGE ft sanho) ® it 
bet obaiia bAR aed iiv ligteres {dik o 
‘sr rh, roadie Hi [ot i Pit a He ifi tp Lb went 


hint’ Joridar era to 108 


: > Pam : ¥, : ,; “He Ti tn eet. . 
; iY ait or bata aw 8 eet re ty phe fai £6 


j f i Cot 9 iL: 5 
th « { zhil ; { ‘ Mie th (iF) OE TO a7 TA A OLR eit saaiel ladoi 
f - ar ts " i y ees + * 
“i ). Git) bhi Hoh dah wate wim Oeedoron in Bags ytd enw a168y 


ioveh ‘wie haat all apakds x tL (72 idponly 4 a 7 





9% 2008 fie teaa? / . ort ry ih J thy i i marty Nien At eS iby al nie 
; : pa bbass rer ii a | yrs d aid 3 Phe buorg aii 
; mn) ay. 





mb ita Waar } vray - fh ames |p aj rt oid. ay 
enw all ioe bidgiaetione gi otel sh wt sod ann ih es PP aby mt gar 











‘MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 979 


Hull’s family were of Welsh descent, and his father was a nephew of the celebrated Com- 
modore Hull. This distinguished naval officer was born at Derby, Conn., March 9, 1775- 
In 1798 he became lieutenant in the new navy created by congress during the difficulties 
with France. He served with credit in the West Indies and Mediterranean, and on the out- 
break of the War of 1812 was captain of the frigate Constitution. By skillful seamanship he 
escaped the close pursuit of five British vessels, and on August 10 he captured the British 
frigate Guerriere off Newfoundland, after a conflict in which the Guerriere was so severely 
cut up that Hull was forced to burn her. A gold medal was given to him by congress. He 
died at Philadelphia, February 13, 1843. Brodie Hull, the father of the subject of this 
sketch, was a prominent man in Virginia, a farmer and planter by occupation. He died 
in 1827, and four years later his widow removed to Marshall county, Miss., with her family 
and bought the plantation upon which the widow of William Hull now resides. She was 
an exemplary woman, who reared her family to become respectable members of society, 
and died in 1544, haying been for many years a consistent memver of the Baptist church. 
There is not a member of the family of Brodie Hull now living. Upon the death of his 
mother, William Hull inherited the old homestead, wpon which he lived from the time of 
his birth till he died in 1890. He was educated at Washington college, at Lexington, 
Va., graduating in the class of 1844. Upon his return home he engaged in farming, and 
though he never had any political aspirations, he became quite prominent in the public 
affairs of the state, and was an active party worker, having been several times a delegate 
to state conventions, and represented bis district as a delegate to the national convention at 
St. Louis when Grover Cleveland was renominated for the presidency. He was married in 
1846 to Miss Mary Clayton, a daughter of Judge A. M. and Mary W. (Thomas) Clayton. 
(See biographical sketch of Judge Clayton, appearing elsewhere in this work.) They have 
had born to them eight childreu—five sons and three daughters—three of whom are living: 
Mary W., wife of John D. Martin, a well-known lawyer of Memphis; Elizabeth, wife of Rice 
Fant, of Holly Springs; and Authur W., the only son, who was educated at Oxford univer- 
sity. At the time of his death Mr. Hull was the owner of three thousand two hundred 
acres of land, most of it under cultivation. He was one of the most successful planters in 
northern Mississippi before the war, and was the owner of one hundred slaves. His family 
has always and justly been regarded as one of the first in this part of the state or country. 
Mr. Hull was liberal in his support of all enterprises and movements having in view the 
enhancement of the public weal. Since his death his widow and her children have lived on 
the beautiful homestead where he lived and died, and one of the sons has met with marked 
success in her management of the plantation. 

G. Wilson Humphreys is one of the oldest and most successful planters, as well as one of 
the oldest settlers of Claiborne county. He was born on the plantation on which he is now 
residing (known as Oakland) September 16, 1819, being a son of David G. Humphreys, who 
was born May 17, 1794, and died January 11, 1871, and grandson of G. W. Humphreys, who 
was born in South Carolina, March 23, 1771, and died December 15, 1843. The father of the 
latter was Colonel Ralph Humphreys, who was also a South Carolinian, and served as a colonel 
in the Revolutionary war, afterward receiving the pension of a colonel, the last money he received 
being spent in the purchase of a clock which is now in possession of the subject of this sketch. 
The first of the family to come to America were three brothers who came from England in 
1632 (for a further history of whom see sketch of Governor Humphreys). Soon after the close 
of the Rovolutionary waz Ralph Humphreys went with his regiment to Michilimackinac, 
where a fort had been established, where he remained several years, leaving his wife in South 
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Carolina. She sold their plantation there, took her negroes and emigrated to east Tennessee, 
sailing down the Tennessee, Ohio and Mississippi rivers landing at the famous Grindstone 
Ford landing of the north fork of the Bayou Pierre river. The country was under the 
Spanish governor, Gayoso at that time, and from him Mrs. Humphreys secured a large tract 
of land. Soon after this her husband obtained a furlough, and the long and toilsome journey 
to be with his family for a short time was made on horseback, during which time, no doubt, 
he suffered many privations and hardships. A few months after reaching his family he 
sickened and died, being buried at Grindstone Ford. He was of a brave and fearless disposi- 
tion, and possessed much resolution and firmness. His widow, who was much younger than 
himself was rich and beautiful, was left with one son, George Wilson, the grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch. She afterward married Col. Daniel Burnett, a Spanish officer, and 
one of the most distinguished men of the territory at that time. He was a member of the 
territorial legislature until his death, and was strongly talked of for governor. He was aman 
of ability and took an active part in political matters, holding all the offices from magistrate 
to president of the senate, being widely known throughout the entire state. While serving 
in the War of 1812 he was at the battle of New Orleans, making a brave and faithful soldier. 
He died and is buried at Grindstone Ford. He and his wife lived to a ripe old age, she sur- 
viving him several years, and now sleeps by his side. George Wilson Humphreys grew to 
manhood on the plantation that is still owned by G. Wilson Humphreys. He was given excel- 
lent educational advantages, owned a fine library and took great pride in keeping himself 
well posted and up with the times. Although he was not an active politician he served in 
the state legislature for some time, and was an earnest member of the A. F. & A. M., he and 
one other member, being the only ones of the family that ever united with that order. Al- 
though not a member of any church, he believed in the doctrine of the Campbellites, and was 
very charitable and liberal with his means, and a leading projector of one of the first acade- 
mies of this county. He organized a company, of which be was made captain, and was a 
participant in the battle of New Orleans. His financial enterprises were prosperous and he 
became a wealthy planter. He was married to Sarah, daughter of Capt. David Smith, who 
came from her native state of Tennessee to Mississippi in her girlhood, settling near Clinton. 
Her marriage with Mr. Humphreys was consummated January 17, 1792, a sister of hers marry- 
ing Hiram J. Reynold, fourth governor of the state of Mississippi. 

To Captain Humphreys and his wife a large family of children were born, three sons and 
three daughters living to maturity and marrying, the rest dying in childhood. Mrs. Hum. 
phreys was born on the 19th of January, 1776, and died December 20, 1817, having been an 
earnest member of the Methodist Episcopal church, as were most of the Humphreys. She 
was an ideal wife, mother and friend and for her many noble and Christian traits of character 
she was loved by all. David G. Humphreys, her son, started in life at the bottom of the 
ladder, but by hard work and careful industry he amassed a fortune, being at one time the 
owner of forty thousand acres of land. He devoted his time strictly to his planting opera- 
tions and as a reward for his faithfulness to duty accumulated ample means for his declining 
years. He held no public office, but at one time were a director of the Grand Gulf 
Railroad Banking company. He was also a patron of education and was one of the founders 
of the Port Gibson female college, which was first called the Port Gibson academy, it being 
afterward sold at sheriff's sale, he with the board purchasing it and giving it to the Method. 
ist Episcopal conference. Later it was again sold by the sheriff, when he purchased it 
himself and gave it to the Methodist Episcopal conference of Mississippi. He was an active 
worker in the Methodist Episcopal church, being one of the heaviest contributors toward 
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building up the Methodist Episcopal church of Port Gibson; was very charitable, and as he 
always endeavored to follow the teachings of the golden rule, he won the respect, good will 
and love of all who knew him. He was married to Miss Mary Cobun, a native of this 
county, a descendant of an early settler of this region, Samuel Cobun, Sr. She was born 
July 31, 1794, and died July 19, 1874, an earnest Christian and a noble and charitable lady. 
She bore her husband five sons and two daughters, all of whom grew to maturity, with the 
exception of the eldest sonand daughter who died when young. G. Wilson Humphreys, the 
immediate subject of this sketch, was next to the eldest of his parents’ family, and in this 
county was reared and educated, his first knowledge of books being obtained at home. After 
attending Oakland college one year he entered Augusta college of Kentucky, from which insti- 
tution he graduated in August, 1839, after which he returned home and looked after his 
father’s business for a number of years. He than began studying law in Transylvania uni- 
versity of Lexington, Ky., and while in this institution was a classmate of General Blair, 
James Clay and Chief Justice Divine, who died in Texas in ISS. He graduaied in 1543, 
after which he returned home and was soon after married to Miss Catherine B. Prince, a 
native of this county, born August 24, 1825, and a graduate of Port Gibson female college. 
She was a most faithful wife and mother, and was very conscientious in the discharge of 
every duty. She united with the Methodist Episcopal church at the same time as her 
husband (soon after their marriage), and was a faithful worker in the same until her death, 
which occurred November 24, 1870. During the war she was president of the ladies’ aid 
society, and the clothing which was prepared for the soldiers was made on the plantation on 
which Mr. Humphreys is now living and was contributed by his father. To Mr. and Mrs. Hum- 
phreys seven children were born, all but one of whom living to be grown: Benjamin, who 
died October 7, 1878, of yellow fever, at the age of twenty years, eight months and twenty 
- days, was a student in the Kentucky military institute at Frankfort, and was a very brilliant 
and promising young man. William P. was born on the 9th of November, 1845, and was 
educated in the Port Gibson academy. He was a member of Captain Buck’s company, 
Colonel Mayburn’s cavalry regiment, and was accidentally shot while on the march to attack 
Natchez, under Gen. Wirt Adams, and died from the effects of the wound November 6, 
1863. Catherine B. was born December 29, 1863, and died September 16, 1870, having been 
educated in Port Gibson female academy and the Nazareth school of Kentucky. She was 
married to F. F. Myles, son of Dr. Myles, of Port Gibson, and bore him one daughter, 
who is now at Mrs. Blake’s school in New Orleans. Mary Cobun was born August 7, 1860, 
and died September 13. 1863. Those that are living are David George who was born 
February 18, 1847, and was educated at Port Gibson academy, Greenboro, Ala., and in the 
University of Mississippi, at Oxford. He was with General Forrest in Tennessee during the 
Civil war; Samuel C., who received the same advantages as his brother, was born March 4, 
1849; Bayless E. was born November 23, 1851. The sons of Mr. Humphreys live on adjoin- 
ing plantations, David on the Hermitage place, Bayless on the Oaklawn plantation, and 
Samuel C., who is on the Ashland farm, all well-to-do and industrious and substantial citizens. 
Mr. Humphreys has one of the finest libraries in-the county, consisting of many rare volumes 
of great valne, and was the owner of Aulubon’s works, now out of print. Many of his happiest 
hours are spent in his library, but he is also very fond of field sports, and is considered a 
good shot. He is a fluent and intelligent conversationalist and is considered by all to be 
that noblest work of God—an honest man. 

Benjamin Humphreys is a native-born resident of Claiborne county, Miss., and as such 
is looked upon with esteem and respect by those who know who and what he is. He has been 







i 


ww acest rus it. mpoomsy Te. . uilioté vet qu: yaibl 
j ial ’ - 
‘aayaey olf Gow id ale "% Wah ory wdt Yo Bane a ith WU 
. - ~ 


- 3 *. . a ; 
; rarity } ; iy 62 sisseer) 1 3A > iW ' 4 Leeinay Tit ~arw 














: rh - an 4 mT “fie ie a air ie | } 
} 1S 1) FH Ta oe Teen dith We 9 btu lias 0 Io snubs Jt ee 
f fo fu a & bik Raion doin ae 172! at aint bib baw eV seq 


Peat Sait t } i iba Ye thet ‘ pitiian : on hven eo el hunts teh | bw 1 ad i 
ane ™ ** i 4 . . - 


ae = : o — a» 
oe u Cent WToG', oa bal, on iitwreb founoe duofifa wal ta woth pee 
. ions! “edna vil Vee eile eet ot teen enw adotale eld to fovielan penn 


’ | { : I fi 


a vit @)a ‘ auf min fiona + ” ow re 


oes | th} fra} hwy « rad mhigjen oo pa be ote ORAL yeh, 
. & 


moh ey to pada # pers eeeuabin 
























j | anverd 4 wary tl : 1, Vogal? 
y rt 
- MeN On Teepe ad i) poor enw bow emod basuioted ioighr 1 
‘ spe , - 7 ts ee } 7 ; 
2 7 ohiteal ooedh Mok ty ah Pagvypri Ith ofa Lf denna, ciel wots wid? 2 Ty ov 
} 7 —— a: cn re 
I 4 5) dita bus i latdin heures 
was (‘) ene + + down (apnwigG siboureif odd ditty hettan ade 
ti j 
u “ a | i . hes 
7 : iy el 4 ah ‘ {i 
{3 yl 3 : j : Tete 
ic ' i ural ‘ 19 oulqmol ‘ 
7 Fi . 
’ j i r : rn 
; iy $e Teor } rf ! ye We i if iow) antervr mei blide ares 
, | if ‘en ~ ey +e 
W Typed Riga a) yee seht hui gt woll M Io Ath ut iadojsQ boib 
P " Pa = “4 
mw Das ,.Aoldor tim aka are | to Zh ev ut tet den dei 
I Ci | t f MA 
: 
rhe } ) rod aaa H erm oe” 
, f ) ; j a} 
; i 
‘ . ri " 
1 
" : AM 
2 } { 
by ' ) T Dasaalt 
' 1 | i] ret 
ve iy 
, 4 
‘ ; i 4 i ; 
ye t i t j 2 \ 
r 
F su henieesty 4 (ew 
7 Ler cranny, otal 1h 
P P 
: Dut y Sy odd nat a wx" Mita 


‘ >, . . ai. ae 
s Wales ff pod Hail oil? To eve apd ayuredqoress ey f 





' imei wh Yo tw ve (dene dim onlin Aa. 
m Yes) at we. Bae li ae eth donk wat weit one Junk a om i 
, a vest avi ng wi bt sad ety wen . aout & m oH 
iat jee stan fa (2 — ot 2) to slow paras 
i h pioell ‘ ; 
i I ar ivr tl Oa et 





982 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


an important factor in the growth and prospgrity of this section ever since he attained man- 
hood, and is a true type of the progressive and enterprising Southern gentleman. He was 
born in the month of February, 1527, being the fourth in a family of nine children—seven 
sons and three daughters—three of the family now living, born to David George and Mary 
(Cobun) Humphreys, a full account of whom is given in the sketch of G. Wilson Humphreys. 
The parents were married in 1820, and were accounted amoung the wealthiest citizens of the 
county, their home, which was beautiful and attractive, being the delight of the many friends 
who gathered about them. They are now deceased and their remains are resting in the 
Hermitage, in Claiborne county. Benjamin Humphreys obtained his scholastic education 
in Centenary college, a Methodist institution, and being an apt pupil he made rapid progress 
in his studies. Later he fitted himself for the medical profession but as he had inherited 
wealth, he found that his time was fully occupied in properly caring for his estates, and he 
accordingly relinquished a professional life. He was married on the 6th of November, 
1850, to Miss Mary Scott Jefferies, at Serogy the old family homestead of the latter, 
and in time their union was blessed in the birth of nine children—one son and eight 
daughters: Catherine Flynn (deceased), was the wife of Joseph Brown, a nephew of 
Gov. Albert Brown, of Mississippi; Mary Cobun is the wife of Samuel Briscoe, nephew 
of General Briscoe, of Vicksburg, Miss.; Priscilla Shelby, was educated in Port Gib- 
son college and resides with her parents; Bliss Prince received her education in Brookhaven 
female college, and is an excellent musician; and David George, whomakes his home with his 
parents, has a good practical education, and is devoting his attention to planting. Mrs. 
Humphreys is a lady of very superior mental endowments, and in social life she is highly 
esteemed for her rare conversational powers and winning and agreeable manner. She is 
devoted to her family, enters into all the plans and schemes of her children, and has a decided 
taste for music and the fine arts. She was born June 30, 1830, and in her early girlhood 
received her education under an English tutor, taking the same heavy studies, such as Latin, 
Greek and mathematics, as her brother, and as her mind was clear and well poised she became 
a finished scholar. Her benevolent principles are well known, and by her generosity and 
hospitality she wins many friends and rarely loses them. Warmly espousing the cause of 
the South in the Civil war, Mr. Humphreys enlisted as a volunteer in the Confederate army 
in 1861, and was chosen second lieutenant of the Sixteenth Mississippi infantry volunteers, 
from which rank, by gallant conduct, he was afterward promoted to captain of company B, 
of his regiment, for those around him recognized in him the genius to command, and as. a 
faithful and efticient ofiicer he was unsurpassed. He was in Stonewall Jackson’s brigade, 
but was transferred to Hughes’ battalion as major, being neither wounded nor captured. In 
politics he has been an active and efficient member of the democratic party, but exercises his 
right of franchise for the best interests of his country. As a business man he has been suc- 
cessful and prosperous. Always practical, he adapted himself readily to the altered conditions 
of Southern life produced by the war and the abolition of slavery; and adjusting his business 
habits and methods to meet the requirements of the new regime, he has made headway and 
progress where so many who were successful planters under the old regime have failed. He 
and his family spend a part of their summers at the seaside each year, but the most of their 
days are spent at their pleasant home, and among their numerous friends in Port Gibson. 
Mrs. Humphreys’ old homestead, Vaucluse, located four miles from Port Gibson, comprises 
a fine tract of land. This is one of the typical Southern homes, so well known in song and 
story, and was one of the gayest resorts for the young generation in the palmy days of the 
South, 
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Gov. Benjamin G. Humphreys (deceased) is well known in English history. The 
progenitors of the name in the United Statés came to the colonies long before the Revolu- 
tionary war, and here its members have multiplied and scattered throughout the land. 
Unquestionably, inasmuch as the name is a peculiar one, all those possessing it have a com- 
mon origin. From an examination of heraldry among the English people it is learned that 
the family was early divided into six branches, each one of which had a special coat of arms, 
all of which may be seen in the Herald office at London, where they have been since 1340. 
All these coats of arms, which differ in minor details, show a general similarity and a com- 
mon origin, and unquestionably originated during the crusades, because all are surmounted 
by a cross, in fact, the family name has been traced directly back to the time of Peter the 
Hermit, in the eleventh century. From that time down to the present, hundreds of the best 
citizens of this and other lands have held this honorable name. Among the pioneers who 
settled in Claiborne county was Col. Ralph Humphreys, who moved from Hampshire county, 
Va., in a flatboat in the spring of 1788 down the Monongahela, Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
to Natchez. On the 10th day of September of that year he located in what is now Clai- 
borne county, on Bayou Pierre at Grindstone Ford. He had two sons: George Wilson and 
Ralph, the latter of whom was killed accidentally when a lad of fourteen years. The other 
son, George Wilson Humphreys, in due time married Miss Sarah Smith, daughter of Maj. 
David Smith, who afterward distinguished himself in the Creek (Indian) war at Talladega 
and at New Orleans during the War of 1812, and for his conspicuous services was honored 
by the legislature of Mississippi by having one of the counties of the state named for him. 
Major Smith was a native of South Carolina and of German Huguenot extraction. Goy- 
ernor Humphreys was of Celtic origin and belonged to the special branch now known as 
Welch. His ancestors, during the early invasions of England, were driven from Wales and 
forced to settle in the north of Ireland. Here one of his ancestors married a Scotch lady 
named Montgomery, and by her reared a family who distinguished themselves in opposing 
the English “orders in council.” This led to strong restrictive measures against them by 
the officers of the crown, and they were forced to immigrate to the colony of Virginia, where 
in 1776, in common with the colonists, they took up arms against the mother country to 
secure their honor and independence. From this particular branch of the Humphreys fam- 
ily have descended three distinct lines of pioneers, who have penetrated all parts of the 
West and Southwest. Alexander and David Humphreys settled in Kentucky, Perry W/ 
Humphreys in Tennessee, Ralph Humphreys in Mississippi, John and Alexander Humph- 
reys in Louisiana. None of these arose to any great eminence, but all were sober, indus- 
trious, sturdy and honest pioneers. Some have adorned the bench in their localities, some 
have graced legislative halls, and some have expounded the gospel of Christ from the pul- 
pit. Ralph Humphreys, the great-great-grandfather of Governor Humphreys, married a 
Miss Walker, a near relative of Gen. Felix Walker and Judge Samuel Walker, of New 
Orleans. Ralph Humphreys, the grandfather of Governor Humphreys, attained the rank of 
colonel in the Revolutionary war. He married Miss Agnes Wilson, a niece of James Wil- 
son, of Pennsylvania, a member of the convention which framed the constitution for the 
United States. In 1793 George Wilson Humphreys removed from-Grindstone Ford onto a 
piece of land on the north side of Bayou Pierre, known as the Hermitage, which particular 
tract of land had been obtained by Mrs. Humphreys from the Spanish government. 

Gov. B. G. Humphreys was born August 26, 1SOS, at the Hermitage, but in IS11 was 
taken by his parents to the bank of the Mississippi, just below Milliken’s Bend; but two years 
later the family returned to the Hermitage, where the mother died December 20, IS17. Our 
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subject, then a lad of nine years, was soon afterward sent to his grandfather Smith’s, in Ken- 
tucky, where he attended school at Russellville and vicinity. He continued in school there 
and in Mississippi until 1$21, when he was sent to Morristown, N. J., by water on the Gulf 
and Atlantic, and and after twenty-four days landed at Staten Island, and soon after went to 
Morristown. He was placed in the family of William F. King, of that city, where he 
remained three years, spending his vacations in New York city with his guardian, Dr. Hunt. 
He took a preparatory course, expecting to enter the college in the fall of 1825, but was sent 
for by his father in 1824, and thus ended his school life in New Jersey. Instead of returning 
home by water he went by stage across the country via Cincinnati, Ohio. Upon reaching 
Mississippi his father placed him in a store at Port Gibson, where he worked as a clerk, and 
during the succeeding winter secured the appointment as cadet of West Point through the 
assistance of Hon. Thomas N. Williams, then United States senator from Mississippi. In 
April, 1825, in company with Dr. Joe Moore, he went up the river to Wheeling, Va., and 
crossed the Allegheny mountains to Washington city, thence to Wilmington, Del., where he 
entered school to prepare himself for the examination of entry at West Point. He reviewed 
his studies under W. John Bullock in six weeks, and then started for West Point, where he 
arrived in June, 1825, and creditably passed the examination. He was admitted to the class 
of Joseph E. Johnston, Robert E. Lee and a number of others who afterward distinguished 
themselves on both sides during the great Civil war. He was a diligent student, and greatly 
enjoyed the routine and discipline of that famous institution. However, he became involved 
in a Christmas frolic, which ended in a riot, for which breach of discipline he, with thirty- 
eight others, was expelled from the institution. This unfortunate event the Governor always 
afterward regretted. In May, 1827, he returned to Mississippi, where he entered upon the 
duties of an overseer on his father’s plantation, relieving him of all care. This he continued 
for several years, in the meantime taking great interest in books and athletic sports. He 
made a particular study of law, in which his active intellect took the greatest delight. On 
March 15, 1832, he married Miss Mary McLaughlin, eldest daughter of Hon. Dugald 
McLaughlin, of Marion county, and immediately thereafter settled on Big Black river in 
Claiborne county, and entered upon the labors of a planter. His wife died March 17, 1835, 
leaving two children: Thomas McLaughlin, who died at the age of four years, and Mary 
Douglass, who grew to womanhood and married Isaac Stamps, a nephew of Jefferson Davis. 
Mr. Stamps entered the Confederate army during the late war, arose to the rank of major, 
and was killed at Gettysburg while gallantly leading his command into action. His widow 
resides in New Orleans, where she is a prominent teacher in the public schools of that city. 
After the death of his wife Governor Humphreys returned to the Hermitage, and for a time 
lived with his father. In 1887 he was prevailed upon to become an independent candidate 
for the legislature from his county, and after an exciting canvass was triumphantly elected, 
and took his seat in 1838. In 1839 he became the whig candidate for the state senate, and 
was elected by the narrow margin of two votes. At the expiration of his term he returned to 
his plantation and, as he thought, from public life. He was a strong advocate and member 
of the old whig party, as were so many of the best minds in the South during that early 
period. December 3, 1839, he married Miss Mildred Hickman Maury, eldest daughter of 
Hon. James Harvey Maury, of Port Gibson. Judge Maury was a native of Kentucky and a 
descendant of the famous De La Fontaine family of France. 

In the fall of 1840 Mr. Humphreys returned with his family to his plantation on the Big 
Black river. Six years later he bought a tract of land in the Yazoo valley on Roebuck lake, 
in Sunflower county, and for a time was engaged in fitting it up for habitation. He here 
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passed a happy life with his family, in reading and in following his hounds, of which he kept 
a fine pack, and took the greatest interest in the sport. When the late war broke out he 
entered the service early in 1861, and joined a company formed in Sunflower county and was 
elected captain. He was ordered to Virginia, and soon after, in September, was promoted to 
colonel of the Twenty-first Mississippi regiment, and was assigned to the army of Virginia 
under Gen. Joseph E. Johnston. He continued to command this regiment until the battle of 
Gettysburg, where he was promoted on the field for gallantry in action to a brigadier-general- 
ship. Thus he served until he was wounded at Berryville, Va., September 1, S64, by a gun- 
shot wound in the breast, which disabled him for a considerable period. He returned to 
Mississippi late in the fall of 1864, and on February, 1865, received orders to take charge of 
a military district in southern Mississippi, which he did, and while thus engaged the war 
ended. Mr. Humphreys was the first governor elected after the war, and was inaugurated in 
October, 1865, succeeding Gov. W. L. Sharkey, and held the office until the fall of 1868, 
when he was ousted by Generals McDowell and Ames, the latter of whom was appointed 
military governor. He remained in Jackson for some time, doing an insurance business for 
several years. In 1569 he removed to Vicksburg and continued the same business until 1877, 
when he went to his plantation in Le Flore county, a new county recently formed of part of 
Sunflower and Carroll counties, where he died, December 20, 1882, at the age of seventy-four 
years. He had been an earnest Christian for many years, and loved the house of God, loved 
the friendship of good people and loved all good things. Asa legislator andruler, his people’s 
praise is his monument. Asa patriot and soldier his fame will stand immortal on the page 
of history. As a Christian he rests from his labors and his works do follow him. 
His last union resulted in the birth of ten children: James Maury, who died Sep- 
tember 3, 1851; Benjamin George, who died July 25, 1852; Sarah Smith, who died at 
Port Gibson September 25, 1845; Julian M., died July 12, 1849; Lucinda S., who died of 
yellow fever at Warrenton, September 2, 1855; and a son who died when quite young, and 
three sons who are still living: John Barnes Humphreys, who isa resident of Carrollton. He 
was married in Holmes county, Miss., in 1878, to Miss Ella Hoskins, a daughter of Capt. 
John S. Hoskins, and a native of Holmes county, where she was also reared and educated; 
they have four children: Benjamin George, Sallie Barnes, James Maury, Mildred Maury 
and a son, John Barnes, who died in November, 1890, at the age of seven years. Next came 
a daughter, Elizabeth Fontaine, who married James C. Bertron, in 1578, and died the same 
year. The next son of Governor Humphreys is Dr. David Smith Humphreys, who resides 
in Leoto, Washington county, Miss. He was married to Miss Sallie Hoskins, daughter of 
Capt. John S. Hoskins, aud a sister of his brother’s wife, and by her is the father of two 
daughters: Sallie Walton and Mary Stamps. The last son of Governor Humphreys is Ben- 
jamin George Humpbreys, who married Miss Louisa Yerger, a daughter of William Yerger, 
of Greenville, Miss. She was born in Jackson, Miss., but was reared and edueated in Gree: 
ville. They have one son, William Yerger. The widow of Governor Humphreys and their 
surviving children are earnest members of the Presbyterian church, of which she has been a 
member for many years, although the Governor was one of the pillars of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church for an equally long period. ; 

Dr. D. S. Humphreys, physician, Leota Landing, Miss. Dr. Humphreys’ great-grand- 
mother and her two sons, Ralph and George Wilson Humphreys, came down the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers in 1756, and settled on Bayou Pierre (now in Claiborne county), Miss. Her 
husband, Ralph Humphreys, was a colonel in the Revolutionary war, and afterward came to 
Mississippi, where he joined his family. He died the following year, and his son, Ralph, 
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died about the same time. The other son, George Wilson Humphreys, named after his 
mother’s family, married a Miss Smith, and l6cated at Grindstone Ford, Claiborne county. 
Afterward he settled and cleared the Hermitage plantation, which is still owned by his 
descendants. His wife died about 1819. By his marriage he became the father of a large 
family of children, Benjamin G., the father of subject, being the seventh in order of birth. 
He was born at Hermitage plantation August 26, 180S. He was but eleven years of age at 
the time of his mother’s death, and he then went to Georgetown, Ky., to attend school, riding 
a pony all the way. He subsequently attended school at Morristown, N. J., and still later 
entered West Point, where he graduated. He was twice married, first to Miss McLaughlin, 
who died, leaving two children: Thomas and Mary, and afterward to Miss Mildred H. Maury, 
who was originally from Tennessee. When but four years of age, or in 1826, she came with 
her father, Judge Maury, to Port Gibson, Miss. After his marriage, Mr. Humphreys was 
actively engaged in planting, and this occupation carried on until his death. He served sey- 
eral times in both branches of the state legislature prior to the war, and at the breaking out 
of that memorable struggle he was strongly Union in his sentiments. Notwithstanding this, 
when Mississippi seceded, he went with her and organized the Sunflower guards of Sunflower 
county, where he owned an estate. He entered the army as captain, and afterward was made 
colonel of the Twenty-first Mississippi regiment, and later brigadier-general of the brigade. 
He was wounded at the battle of Perryville in the army of northern Virginia, and was not 


in active service afterward. In 1565 he was elected governor, and reélected in 1867, but was 


dispossessed from office by Federal military authority the same year. He subsequently lived 
a life of retirement on his plantation, Itta Bena, until his death, on December 23, 1882. He 
was a member of the Methodist church, and a Christian in every sense of the term. He left 
a widow and four children: Mary (widow of Capt. Isaac Davis Stamp, who commanded 
company I, Twenty-first Mississippi regiment, was killed at the battle of Gettysburg, and 
he was a nephew of Jefferson Davis), J. B. (married Miss Ella Hoskins, a native of Missis- 
sippi, and is now engaged in planting in Le Flore county), Dr. David 8. (subject), and Ben- 
jamin G. (married Miss Louise Yerger, daughter of William Yerger, of Greenville, Miss., a 
place settled by his father in 1848, and which still belongs to his heirs). Dr. David S. 
Humphreys was born in Claiborne county, Miss., in 1860, and received his literary education 
in the University of Mississippi. In 1880 he began the study of medicine, and graduated 
at Tulane university, La., in 1883. After this he began practicing at Itta Bena, Le Flore 
county, but moved to Leota in February, 18SS, and has continued practicing his profession 
since. He is progressive in his ideas, and has met with flattering success. He was married, 
in 1886, to Miss Lallie Hoskins, of Lexington, Miss., and daughter of Capt. J. S. Hoskins, 
one of the old settlers of Holmes county. The fruits of this,union are three children: Sallie 
Walton, Mary Stamps and D.S., Jr. Dr. and Mrs. Humphreys are members of the Pres- 
byterian church, and the Doctor is a member of the Masonic fraternity and the Knights of 
Honor. 

Col. John Cobun Humphreys was born in Claiborne county, Miss., on his father’s Her- 
mitage plantation, June 8, 1821. His father cleared the primeval forest and canebrake 
from the land, and his early days were cast amid a hardy race of pioneers. Essentially 
agricultural through a long line of ancestry, his boyhood fell amid the struggles of his father 
with poverty and the environment of an early settler, in laying the foundation of an after 
princely fortune. Early taught the principles of economy and industry, by the hardy train- 
ing of early life, he ripened into a manhood rich with manly virtues. He lived at a period 
that was the border line between the stern, stalwart virtues of the pioneer and the after opu- 
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lent ease of a country grown wealthy. He illustrated the nobility of the one, while able to 
enjoy the leisure and elegance of the other. Bred of a people whose latchstring hung on the 
outside of the door, his name became a synonym for generosity and hospitality. Far and 
near, those who knew John Cobun Humphreys, knew that his heart was in his hand. He was 
educated in Kentucky and graduated with distinction at a time when an honor at college was no 
idle term. He afterward took a course of law at the University of Virgumia,passing the course with 
ease to his diploma. Returned from college shades to the sterner walks of life, he spent a few 
years with horn and hound and gun, being a superb sportsman, and then married Sarah 
Stuart, of Jefferson county, daughter of James Stuart. The truit of this union was six chil- 
dren: David George, Kate Cobun, Moreau Stuart, John Cobun, James Leon and Blount 
Stuart. Of these three are living: David George, Kate Cobun (now Mrs. L. J. Butler) and 
Moreau Stuart. Although a graduate of law, the inherited instinct for agriculture prevailed, 
and he launched his ardent nature with tireless energy and enthusiasm into the business of a 
cotton planter. Here his success was commensurate with an exceptionally broad and active 
brain, and at the breaking out of the war he was master of a large tortune in cotton, land and 
slaves. Let it be said to his memory that the genial heart that beat with so much kindness 
and gentleness to mankind at large was especially cousiderate and forbearing toward these 
wards of his authority, these humble charges upon his time and care. No master was ever 
kinder to his slaves, no slave had a more genial master. In politics he was originally a 
whig, but afterward yielded allegiance to the democratic party, and was to the last a stanch 
democrat. On sectional questions an ultra Southern man—for the union under the consti- 
tution—but otherwise a strong advocate of secession. In support of these principles, when 
the war came, as a logical sequence, he placed all he had at the disposal of his country, and 
a Confederate soldier he looked upon as one of bis family. He organized a regiment of state 
troops, but owing to the invalid condition of his wife was not able to engage in active serv-— 
ice. At the battle of Port Gibson he was taken prisoner, and from that tame until the close 
of the war he was confined on Johnson’s Island, Olio. Here in this prison family, in the 
long weary days of confinement, amid the bravest and best the Confederacy had, with high 
and low alike, his name was never mentioned save with affection; and those who had the 
privilege to know him best, learned to love him most, and it is probable that few left this 
prison more generally known and more cordially loved than this big, broad and generous 
heart. What was his was always his fellow-prisoner’s, and the open-handed generosity, big- 
hearted sympathy and kindness that had made him a universal favorite at home, won the 
undying love of these brave and gallant Confederate hearts, in the long, weary prison * days 
that try men’s souls.” Such was the universal testimony of every prison-mate who learned 
to know him at Johnson’s Island. After the war he devoted himself to cotton planting in the 
endeavor to rebuild the wreck war had made of his fortune. Deprived of fortune, Lis buoy- 
ant nature bore him up amid trial and difticulties, amid all the exasperating environments 
of the reconstruction era. He lived to see his family grown and educated—the great ambi- 
tion of his life. What was his was theirs, and all was made to contribute to their happiness, 
for he never thought or cared for self. Self-sacritice and selt-abnegation were his great and 
chief and most ennobling characteristics; and never a man lived more absolutely for his fam- 
ily. Withan exceptionally vivacious temperament and brilliant power to entertain, his conver- 
sation was the charm of every company and accompanied by an exhaustless tlow of genial bon 
homme spirits, and his society was at ouce the attraction and delight of every circle. He 
died while attending a Mississippi valley and river convention in St. Louis, Mo., December 0, 
1870, and there then ceased to beat a heart tilled with a generosity, a charity and a human- 
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ity as broad and as céextensive as his fellowmen? He was buried at his old home, and 
amid the blessings and affectionate remembrance of all his family, sleeps forever. Sarah 
Stuart was born February 27, 1520, and was married to John C. Humphreys February 21, 
1844. Mrs. Sarah Humphreys died February 4, 1863. She was the daughter of James 
Stuart, of Jefferson county, and was born at the old Stuart homestead, near Fayette. She 
was the mother of six children. She was a woman of superior intelligence, well educated 
and a great reader. Her life was devoted to her family, and with tireless and ceaseless effort 
she clung to the lifework of rearing her children. In every relation of life she was loyal 
and faithful—wife, mother and friend. She rests beside her husband at Glen Sade. D. 
George Humphreys, the eldest child, was born in Jefferson county, Miss., at the old Stuart 
homestead, his mother’s childhood home, December 13, 1S44. His childhood was passed at 
his father’s old home, Glen Sade, near Port Gibson, and his early education was received there. 
He was afterward a student at Prof. W. H. N. Magruder’s collegiate academy at Baton 
Rouge, and was at school at the fall of New Orleans. He at once returned home and joined 
the army at seventeen. His first service was. as a scout for Hoskins’ battery, stationed at 
Grand Gulf to fire upon passing transports of the enemy. 

After one of the attacks on some passing boats, the Federal fleet steamed up and landed 
a battalion of troops and burned Grand Gulf, and this force, under Lieutenant De Kay of 
General Williams’ staff, marched out into the adjacent country. A short distance out the 
scouts met them. Humphreys was in advance, and first to see the enemy. With his father’s 
old deer gun, at five paces he delivered his fire, and Lieutenant De Kay fell, mortally wounded 
by a fuli charge of buckshot. His last words, as he saw the scout, were “Forward! Come 
up men!” He was a brave Federal officer. This force then returned to their boats. As 
Lieutenant De Kay’s cortege was passing along the streets of New Orleans, a lady of the 
city, Mrs. Phiilips, happened to laugh, whereupon she was arrested by order of General But- 
ler and imprisoned on Ships Island. Lieutenant De Kay’s chief, General Williams, was shot 
from his horse at the battle of Baton Rouge, by a Confederate soldier, who cut his silk searf 
in two, and sent half of it to the scout who killed De Kay. In general orders for gallantry 
on the field, Humphreys was appointed by Col. Henry Hughes sergeant-major of his regi- 
ment, known as Hughes’ legion. This command was ordered to Port Hudson, and under 
Powers and Logan operated there outside of the fort until its surrender. Afterward it was 
assigned to Forrest, and remained with him until the close of the war as the Fourth Missis- 
sippi cavalry, following that doughty trooper to the end. At the close of the war Humph- 
reys attended college at Greensboro, Ala., and afterward graduated in law at Oxford, Miss., 
under L. Q. C. Lamar. He returned home and adopted and is now, engaged in the pursuits 
of his ancestors—cotton planting. His life has been devoted to the effort to save the rem- 
nant of his father’s estate left by the war, which effort, that this estate remains still intact 
amid the wreck and ruin of so many around it, may be said to have been rewarded with 
more than ordinary success. Kate Cobun Humphreys (now Mrs. L. J. Butler) was the only 
daughter.’ She was born August 26, 18-46, at her father’s old home, Glen Sade, near Port 
Gibson. She was educated in Port Gibson, her closing days at school being spent amid 
exciting scenes of hostilities, that at and near her home were of the nature of border war- 
fare on neutral territory—a section occupied by Confederates then by Federals—and held 
by neither. After the battle of Port Gibson, when a Yankee attempted to take her earriage 
horses, she pluckily held to them and saved them. She married L. John Butler, a son of 
Rev. Zebulon Butler, of Port Gibson, and has four children: John Humphreys, Ruth, 
Sadie and Mary Kate Butler. Her life has been one of loyal devotion to family, as will be 
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cheerfully attested by brothers, husband afd children. No Confederate soldier ever came 
within her presence, who did not recognize her allegeance to the cause and her devotion to 
all who wore the gray. The bonnie blue flag was the ensign under which her earnest and 
most ardent affections were enlisted—a true “daughter of the Confederacy.” Moreau Stuart 
Humphreys was born at Glen Sade, December 17, IS49. Too young to join the army, his 
school days were cast amid the wild checkered scenes of neutral-ground warfare, where 
friend and foe held alternate sway. After the war he attended college at Greensboro, Ali., 
and later at Oxford, Miss. Returning home, he became a cotton planter, and is now living 
on his plantation in Louisiana. He inherited from his father a strong taste for field sports, 
and became, like him, a superb shot and an ardent and successful sportsman. His pointer, 
Tyler, is entitled to be joined with his master in this history, as he had on many a field 
and at many field trials given the names of both to song and story. John Cobun Hum- 
phreys, Jr., was born June 5, 1850; died May 3, 1866. Named for his father, possessed of 
his heart and head, the promise of a bright manhood was unfulfilled from his early death. 
James Leon Humphreys was born April 19, 1502, at Glen Sade, and died December 5, 1555, 
at San Antonio, Tex. Stop for a moment, passerby, and reflect upon the memory of a per- 
fect man. If such there be, such was this blameless life. Monuments of stone or brass 
reaching the skies could tell no more. He was a model child, a ripe scholar, a learned law- 
yer, a Christian gentleman. He graduated at the Kentucky military institute, where he was 
lieutenant of his company, and in law at Ann Arbor, Mich. He began his practice at St. 
Louis, Mo. When there but a short time he was elected first lieutenant in a company com- 
manded by a son of John C. Breckinridge, and in this capacity assisted at the head of his com- 
pany to quell the riots of 1876. On account of his failing health he moved to San Autonio 
and lived there until the tomb enfolded the form of this most noble and perfect Christian 
gentleman. “None knew him but to love him. None named bhim—but to praise.” Blouni 
Stuart Humphreys was born November 5, 1550, at Glen Sade, and died at Louisville, Ky., 
April 5, 1891, while attending medical lectures. He was the youngest child; his a brilliant 
brain, a generous heart, a tempestuous bosom, a sad, tempest-tossed life. 
“O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory?” 

George F. Hunt (deceased). Nature seems to have intended Mr. Hunt for a long and 
more than ordinarily useful life, but, alas for human hopes and expectations, while just in the 
meridian of life his career was closed forever. If industry, hard work and ceaseless activity 
could accomplish anything, then Mr. Hunt was bound to make a success of his life, for in him 
were found all the characteristics mentioned, and he deserved more than ordinary credit for 
the handsome home he secured for himself and family. He was born in Jefferson county, 
Miss., October 2, 1827, his father, David Hunt, being one of the pioneers and most prominent 
men of the county (see sketch of Dunbar Hunt). George F. Hunt was given superior advan- 
tages in his boyhood, and alter graduating from Oakland college, he, on October 10, 1545, 
was married to Miss Anna Watson, the ceremony being performed by the president of Oak- 
land college. Mrs. Hunt is a daughter of James Watson and a sister of Maj. A. C. Watson, 
a sketch of whom appears in this volume. She was born in the county in which she is now 
residing, but received her education in Adams and Claiborne counties, being a graduate of 
Mar City institute of Natchez, Miss. After their marriage Mr. Hunt located on his planta- 
tion seven miles from Fayette, his beautiful, eommodious and comfortable home being known 
as Huntley, and here be and his wife dispensed hospitality with a liberal hand to thei numer- 
ous friends. Mr. Hunt was one of the wealthiest and most successful planters and business * 
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men of the county, and besides his home estate owned another large plantation and was the 
owner of a number of slaves. As a manager he was exceptionally shrewd and far seeing, and all 
his energies were devoted to improving his place and making those about him comfortable 
and happy. Although he was the owner of slaves he was a strong Union man during the 
Civil war; was bitterly opposed to secession, firmly believing that the Confederacy could not 
long withstand the force of the Federal army. He, however, did not live to see the fulfill. 
ment of his predictions, for he died September 3, 1863, having been an active and prominent 
member of the Presbyterian church. His business relations were extensive and honorable, 
and his loss was keenly felt by all who knew him. His record as a public and private citizen 
are alike untarnished, and in all the affairs of life he bore himself in an upright manner, and 
was recognized as a man of true worth. He was liberal in his support of the church and edu- 
cational institutions of all kinds, and it is probable that uo man was a more earnest advocate 
of right principles than he. Although the property was left in rather a bad condition by the 
war, Mrs. Hunt immediately took the helm, and in time, by exceptionally fine business ability, 
steered her affairs into a safe port, being now in excellent circumstances. Her beautiful 
home is situated midway between Fayette and Rodney, and here she endeavors tomake her 
life a useful one and to follow the teachings of the golden rule. Mrs. Hunt reared four of 
her children to maturity: David Hunt, who died September 10, 1878, was the deceased 
husband of Anna Baldwin, and left three children; Mattie Hunt, who died January 14, 
1888, married first Edward B. Moore, of Claiborne county, Miss., and afterward Emmett 
Newton, and left three children; Abijah Hunt is a planter of Sharkey county, Miss.; James 
Hunt, who died November 20, 1880, was twenty-two years of age, and was a graduate of the 
University of Michigan, of Ann Arbor, was a bright and promising young man. Four chil- 
dren died in early childhood. 

Dunbar Hunt. For many years, or since being connected with the affairs of Jefferson 
county, Miss., Mr. Hunt has enjoyed the reputation of being not only an able financier and 
a talented and highly educated gentleman, but one noted for honorable, upright dealing and 
seems to have been admirably fitted by nature for the calling of a planter. He has kept the 
name he bears, which has descended to him from a long line of illustrious and honored 
ancestry, pure in the sight of God and man. The first of the family of whom he has any 
knowledge was Ralph Hunt, who came with a party of seven from England. He settled at 
Newtown, Long Island, N. Y., about the year 1650, and became a man of some historic 
renown. He succeeded in accumulating considerable means, and of this donated a consid- 
erable portion for a church site on Long Island, and in many other ways did much to make 
his name honored by his descendants, who have a clear genealogical record of the family 
back to his day. David Hunt, the father of Dunbar Hunt, was born, reared and educated 
near the town of Ringoes, Hunterdon county, N. J., not far from Trenton, and when a young 
man determined to see what Dame Fortune had in store for him in a different locality, and 
with this end in view came to Mississippi in 1801, locating at Natchez. With the generosity 
that ever characterized his career through life, he gave up his share of his father’s estate to 
his sister, on leaving home, and therefore on his arrival in Mississippi, which was then an 
almost unbroken wilderness, he was absolutely without means. He soon succeeded in obtain- 
ing employment with an uncle, Abijah Hunt, who was a member of the firm of Hunt & 
Smith, one of the largest business houses in Natchez, and the salary he received for his first 
year’s service was 3300, His services were found to be so valuable at the end of this time 
that he was reéngaged with an increased salary of S500 per year, during which time he 
displayed such shrewd business views, such ability, tact and judgment that he was made 
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manager of the entire establishment, which at that time had several branch houses in adja- 
cent counties, and was paid a salary of $3,000 per year. He was offered a partnership in the 
business at that time, but declined it. After filling this position with fidelity to the interests 
of his uncle he, with the consciousness of having performed every duty to the best of his 
ability, at the expiration of several years became impressed with the belief that there were 
better things in store for him, and after the death of his uncle Abijah Hunt, who was killed 
in a duel by one Poindexter in 1812, he turned his attention to other avenues of business. 
He came to Jefferson county, Miss., and began opening up a large plantation on Cole’s creek 
at Woodlawn. By the use of all bis mental as well as physical faculties, he became 
immeusely wealthy, his land amounting to several thousand acres and his slaves, and 
those of his family, numbering seventeen hundred, whom he used to an excellent advantage 
in his extensive cotton fields. In direct opposition to the saying that “the more we have the 
more we want,” Mr. Hunt was the soul of generosity and scattered his wealth with a liberal 
hand wherever it was needed. By his influence and support Oakland college was established, 
and to this institution he donated at different times over $175,000, his last bequest amounting 
to $50,000. He was a warm advocate of the colonization of the negro, and one of his last 
gifts was $50,000 for this purpose. He also gave most generously to the church; donated 
the site and contributed generously to the erection of the Presbyterian church at Rodney. 
The poor, sick and atfilicted always received generous treatment at his hands, for his sympathy 
for the sufferings of humanity was profound, and to the recounting of their woes he lent a 
ready ear, his purse being at their command. He was, in truth, the poor man’s friend, 
and that he was one of nature’s noblemen ean not be denied. He was married twice, his 
first wife being Mary Calvit, daughter of Thomas Calvit, one of the largest planters in the 
county. His second union was to Miss Ann Ferguson, daughter of George and Jane (Dunbar) 
Ferguson, of Adams county. Both Mrs. Hunt and her mother were born in Mississippi, and 
her union with Mr. Hunt resulted in the birth of thirteen children, four sons and three 
daughters of which grew to manhood and womanhood: Abijah (who died leaving a wife and 
children), Mary Ann (deceased wife of James Archer, whose sketch appears in this history), 
George I. (deceased, a sketch of whom also appears herein), Catherine (deceased, a former 
wife of William 5. Balfour), Charlotte (wife of George M. Marshall, of Adams county), Andrew 
(who died at the age of twenty-one years), Dunbar (whose name heads this biography) and 
Klizabeth (the deceased wife of William F. Ogden, of New Orleans). David Hunt died on 
the 1Sth of May, 1861, soon after the firing on Fort Sumter. Mr. Hunt was a strong Union 
mau, Was very much opposed to secession and, when he heard of the firing on Fort Sumter, 
gave it as his dying conviction that it was not possible for the South to sueceed, and on his 
deathbed said to a friend and neighbor: “I know too well the strength of both sections. 
Mark the words of a dying man, they will wipe us out.” By his innumerable acts of gener- 
osity and kindness he had endeared himself to the hearts of many, and it was with deep and 
universal lamentation that the news of his death was received, gloom being cast over the 
entire community. He was always prompt, industrious, efficient and conscientious, and, 
possessing superior business qualifications, clear head and excellent practical common sense, 
he was much respeeted by his associates and soon became one of the honored and influential 
residents of the county. His social and domestic attachments were very strong, his friend- 
ship sincere and true and the grasp of his hand warm and cordial. Of him it might be said: 
“THis life is ventle, and the elements 


So mixed in him that Nature might stund up 
And say to all the world; This is a man,” 
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His widow survived him several years, dying in November, {S74 Dunbar Hunt was born it 
Jefferson county, Miss., November 14, 1840, next to the youngest of his parents’ family, and, 
as he possessed a naturally bright intellect, his father determined to give him good advan- 
tages and he was put to school in Oakland college, from which institution he graduated in 
May, 1860, delivering the valedictory address of his class. After the death of his father, in 
connection with James Archer, his brother-in-law, took charge of the estate, and when it was 
divided in 1867 Dunbar Hunt remained with his mother at the homestead (Woodlawn) and 
here made his home up to 1875, when he took up his abode in the city of Baltimore, Md., 
where he has since made his home. He owns a fine cotton plantation in the western part of 
Jefferson county, containing twenty-two hundred acres of bottom and hill Jand; a plantation 
of twenty-five hundred acres in Issaquena county, with about twelve hundred acres under 
cultivation, and also real estate in Fargo, Dak., and in Florida. He inherits his father’s 
admirable facilities for business and, being shrewd and far-seeing, perceived that the raising 
and fattening of stock for the market on his broad acres would be a profitable investment, 
and he ships from two hundred to three hundred head annually, he being the first cotton 
planter to successfully prosecute this business. He was married in Baltimore on the 4th of 
June, 1867, to Miss Leila Lawrence Brent, a daughter of Robert J. and Matilda S. Brent, 
the latter’s mother being a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hager, the first settlers of Hagerstown, 
Md. Mrs. Hunt was born, reared and educated in Baltimore, and there and in Mississippi 
their only daughter, Miss Anita Dunbar Hunt, has been principally reared, although the 
greater part of the last three years has been spent in Europe. Miss Anita is a talented 
young lady, graceful and accomplished and devotes much of her time to the study of the 
languages and music. The winter of 1890 Mrs. Hunt and her daughter spent in Paris, the 
latter perfecting herself in music and French, and this winter is devoting her time and atten- 
tion to music and German in Berlin. Mrs. Hunt and her daughter are members of the 
Episcopal church, but Mr. Hunt is a Presbyterian. In social life he is much admired and 
liked for his excellent conversational powers and agrecable manners, and all are inspired with 
ease and confidence in his presence. Kind, generous and hospitable, he wins friends and 
rarely loses them. In the domestic circle he is a model husband and father; is devoted to his 
family and makes the happiness and comfort of his wife and child his chief aim and object 
in life. His own happiness and comfort have not made him selfish, and he is keenly alive to 
the sufferings or misfortunes of others, and no one has ever appealed to him in vain for 
consolation or succor. 

George R.-Hunt, planter, Como, Miss., is one of the pioneers of Mississippi, having 
made his advent into this state in 1837, and into Panola county in 1842. He was originally 
from Elbert county, Ga., and his father, James Hunt, was a native of the same state. The 
mother, Mary (Vassor) Hunt, was born in Virginia. After their marriage the parents moved 
to South Carolina, where the mother received her final summons, and the father afterward 
remoyed to north Alabama. He subsequently located in Monroe county, Miss., and there 
his death occurred in 1864, at the age of eighty years. He was a very active politician and 
an old line whig, but never aspired to office of any kind. He was a man of brilliant mind, 
whose intellectual powers were surpassed by those of only a few men of his day, and had 
he chosen the Jaw and politics for his profession, his career would indeed haye been a brill- 
iant one. He would have made for himself a name and fame that the state of bis adoption 
would have been proud to have had recorded in the annals of her history. His kindness 
of heart, his social and genial disposition, and his many acts of charity to the poor and 
friendless, the widow and the orphan, won for him a name in the community in which he 
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lived that will shine when the records graven on monuments of marble to perpetuate the 
memory of the deeds of the daring soldier {nd the illustrious statesman shall have faded 
and the monuments themselves shall have crumbled into dust. He was a Mason in_ high 
standing and a man of unswerving fidelity, integrity, firmness and fixedness of purpose. 
He had great will power, and he was an honest man—‘‘the noblest work of God.’? The 
five children of this worthy man were named in the order of their births as follows: Sarah 
A., wife of the late John E. Maddox; Mary E., single, resides at home; George R.; Emily, 
deceased, was the wife of William P. Fuller: and Rebecea, deceased, was the wife of Will- 
iam ©. Banks. After the death of his wife Mr. Hunt married again, and became the father 
of two children: James E., died in 1865 from exposure during the war in the Confederate 
urmy, and Augusta J., wife of the late John B. Cox, of Monroe county. Early in life 
George R. was allowed by his father to work for himself, and as a consequence, when 
twenty-one year’ of age, he had made quite a start, which he invested in land and negroes. 
He settled in Panola county in 1842, on three hundred and twenty acres of land, given him 
by his father, and this now comprises a part of the fine plantation of eight hundred acres 
owned by Mr. Hunt. About one-half of this is under a good state of cultivation and yields 
large returns in cotton and corn. Mr. Hunt is also the owner of nineteen hundred acres of 
tine bottom land in Sunflower county. He has been very successful and has been one of the 
foremost planters of the county. About ISS9 he had a severe spell of sickness, from which 
he has never fully recovered, and which prevents him from looking after his business with 
his wonted energy. However, he has but to make his wishes known, and they are faithfully 
carried out. Mr. Hunt has never married, but is a gallant champion and great admirer of 
the fair sex. He is held in high esteem by all who know him, is a liberal giver to all worthy 
enterprises and is active in all matters of moment. He has never had trouble nor disagree- 
ment with any one except once. He was a whig, when the whig party existed, but now he is 
a stanch democrat in his political principles. Socialiy, he is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
and is probably the oldest Mason in the county. He was one of the founders and charter mem- 
bers of Friendship lodge No. 127, of Como, and is also a member of Walker chapter, No. 
28. He has held all the offices in both these lodges, and has been a delegate several times to 
the grand lodge of Mississippi. He is a strict observer of the Sabbath day, and is a full 
believer in the Christian religion, and has always contributed liberally to the support of 
schools and churches. 

Dr. James M. Hunt, referred to in the life of his father-in-law, Col. E. G. Cooke, was 
more than an ordinary man. When he graduated at Tulane medical college, New Orleans, 
Dr. Warren Stone was so pleased with the young physician that he employed him as ‘assist- 
ant in his infirmary. Dr. Stone’s recommendation to Judah P. Benjamin, Confederate sec- 
retary of war, secured for Dr. Hunt a position in the medical department of the army in 
advance of others of the same age. He was in charge of the White Sulphur Springs, Va., 
occupied by Confederate sick and wounded in great numbers. After the war he practiced 
at Vicksburg, where he had been raised. He was the leading surgeon in that city, so con- 


near Boston, in 1801, and was a son of William and Mary Huut, both of whom died when 


ceded by his professional colleagues. William Hunt (deceased) was born in Massachusetts, 


Wilham, Jr., was but four years of age. The latter was taken to Obio in the family of an 
aunt, Mrs. Brooks, resided there until twelve years of age, and then embarked as a sailor. He 
went to New Orleans and thence to Natchez, reaching that city in IS17. There he was 
employed in the banking business and was connected with some of the early institutions of 
that city. About 1822 or 1823 he came to Washington county, Miss., located about seven 
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miles below Greenville, and was one of the earliest, settlers. He opened up a magnificent 
estate of over three thousand acres and built a tine residence. which was afterward known as 
La Grange. This and the Ridge place, which he also purchased, he improved and made 
the choicest in this section. He was the early promoter of the levee system, and was one 
of the most prominent meu of his time. In 1856 he married Miss Prudence Blackburn, of 
Kentucky, and daughter of George and Julia (Flurior) Blackburn. Mr. Blackburn was a 
Baptist preacher. and died soon after his daughter’s marriage. To Mr. and Mrs. Hunt were 
born twelve children, four now living: William G. (died in infaney); George B. (died in 
1878) was married; William E.;Julia (died in infaney); Mary E. (died in infancy); David F. ; 
Lizzie (was the wife of F. Chinn, a lawyer at Frankfort, Ky., and died leaving four daugh- 
ters); Catherine, widow of Mr. Stone, died in 1885, leaving four daughters and a son); John, 
(died in infancy); Churchman (died at the age of nine years); Prudence (wife of Russell Rod- 
man, of Frankfort, Ky.); and Alice (wife of Claude Johnson, chancery clerk, of Washington 
county. They have two children.) Mr. Hunt died in 1866, and in-full communion with the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Mrs. Hunt is still living, and is a worthy member of the same 
church. 

‘Capt. W. E. Hunt, president of the board of Mississippi levee commissioners, Greenville, 
Miss. The remote ancestors of the Hunt family were of English origin, and three brothers 
of this family emigrated from England to the United States at a very early period. From 
them, it is supposed, sprang all the Hunts now residing in the United States. Capt. W. E. 
Hunt was born in Washington county, Miss., in 1840, and is the third in order of birth of 
twelve children born to William and Prudence B. (Blackburn) Hunt, the parents natives of 
Massachusetts and Kentucky, respectively. The father was left an orphan when but a boy, 
and with an elder brother, Oliver, moved to the Blue Grass state where the latter located. 
William came to Mississippi, was married in Washington county, and engaged in farming 
on a very extensive scale. He opened up a great deal of land, was one of the pioneers of 
Washington county, and his home, at La Grange, was one of the finest in the county. He 
was a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and a liberal contributor of the 
same. He was also a member of the board of supervisors, was early connected with the 
levee board, and was likely the originator of the cotton tax. He died in 1866. He was a 
member of the Masonic fraternity. Capt. W. E. Hunt was reared in his native county, 
educated in the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and was in the senior class at 
the breaking out of the war. He threw aside his books to enlist in company D, Twenty- 
eighth Mississippi regiment and was promoted step by step to the position of captain. His 
company participated in some of the most prominent engagements of the war: Atlanta, all 
the engagements of Hood’s retreat, and was in General Forrest’s- division in Georgia at the 
time of the surrender. After the war Mr. Hunt returned to the parental roof and with his 
father went to the Blue Grass state, where he remained for a short time. From there he went 
to Texas, secured the services of his old hands, and then returned to Mississippi, Washington 
county, where he reéngaged in planting. He is now the owner of about five thousand acres 
of land in several plantations, is constantly opening up new tracts. and has twenty-five hun- 
dred acres under cultivation. He owns a plantation known as the Mound place, and on 
this there are twenty-two Indian mounds which are the most extensive system of mounds in 
this section. They are built mainly ina cirele surrounding a large central mound. In over- 
seeing his large plantations Mr. Hunt does not Jose sight cf the stock industry and raises fine 
Jersey cattle, Norman horses and many mules. He was elected sheriff of Washington 
county in 1865, and so ably and well did he fill this position that he continued its incumbent for 
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fourteen years in succession. In July, 1890, he was elected president of the levee buard. 
By his marriage, which occurred in Mississippi, in 1865, to Miss Mariah Crittenden, of Frank- 
fort, Ky., and daughter of John Allen Crittenden, there were born eight children: William 
(died at the age of three years), Mamie (died, also at the age of three years), Virginia, George, 
Allen, Prue, Lizzie and Sallie. The family are members of the Presbyterian church. Mr. 
Hunt is one of the very popular men of Washington county, as the position of trust and 
honor which he has held plainly proves, and he has great hopes for the future development 
of the Delta. His brother, George P. Hunt (deceased), organized a company forthe Con- 
federate army and this was known as the Erin guards. This company was quite noted 
in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth, Belmont and in many of the most important engagements of 
the war. He was promoted and became major. He was woundedin the battle of Perryville, 
but served until the end of the war. He became a prominent planter in Bolivar county and 
died about LS70, leaving a wife and one child. 
f Isaac H. Hunter, of Yazoo City, Yazoo county, Miss., was born in Gates county, N. C., 
August 31, 1829, aud is a son of John O. and Elizabeth A. (Pugh) Hunter, natives of North 
Carolina and Virginia respectively. The father was a merchant in North Carolina, and in 
1836 removed to Mississippi, where he followed the same business. He lost his property in 
the great commercial erash of 1837, after which he was employed as a salesman until the 
time of his death, which was in his seventy-sixth year. His wife survived him, and was 
seventy-eight at the time of her death. He was a man of quiet, unpretentious bearing, a 
lover of law and order, and a man thoroughly respected by all. He was a zealous member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, and organized the first Methodist Episcopal chureh soct- 
ety and the first Sabbath-school in Yazoo City. Although he was not an ordained minister, 
in the absence of the pastor he often conducted the service. His father, Jacob Hunter, was 
a Methodist preacher in North Carolina, and was possessed of no small ability. Isaac H. 
Hunter was reared to man’s estate in Yazoo county, receiving his education in Jackson, 
Miss. When he left school he entered the employ of J. M. Devlin, as salesman. He was with 
J. Herd & Co. and Link & Harrison for some time, and then went to New Orleans, where he 
remained one year, returning at the end of that time to Yazoo City. In 1S61 he enlisted in 
Barnett’s company, and was in the Confederate service until the disbanding of the Mississippi 
troops in 1864, at which time he was captain. Upon returning to his home in 1864 he was 
married to Miss Carrie Roberts, a native of Mississippi, aud daughter of George Q. Roberts, 
of North Carolina. He then removed to Lodi plantation, where he gave his attention to 
agriculture. He was justice of the peace for a period of eleven years and at a time when 
great responsibilities rested upon the office. In 1SS6 he came back to Yazoo City, and 
became the agent for the Yazoo & Tallahatchie Transportation company, which position he 
still holds. He cultivates three hundred aeres of land and owns six hundred acres. He has 
a nice residence in Yazoo City, where he has all the comforts of home, surrounded by his 
family of five children: Lizzie is now Mrs. Blewet; Carrie married Captain White; Henry 
C., George R., and Isaac H.. Jr. Mr. Hunter is a Mason, belonging both to the blue lodge 
and chapter. He is a man of no pretentions, is industrious and upright; and is an honor to 
the family from which he sprang. 

John Hunter, D. D., pastor of the Presbyterian chureh of Jaekson, Miss., and one of the 
ablest divines of the city, was born in the Emerald isle, on the 10th of September, [S24. 
being the eighth child and the youngest of four sons born to Alexander and Margaret 
(Kelso) Hunter, also natives of Ireland, who died in 1563 and IS70, respectively. Rev. 
John Hunter received his early education in the land of bis birth, and, after coming to 
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America, entered Center college, Kentucky, and later studied theology in Danville. In 1So6 
he was ordained a minister of tte Presbyterian church, and in that year became pastor of 
the First Presbyterian church, of Danville, Ky., in which vineyard he labored two years. In 
February, 1858, he was called to his present charge in the city of Jackson, Miss., where his 
many admirable traits of heart and head and his earnest Christian character have won him 
many warm friends. He has been a faithful worker for the cause of the Master in Jackson 
for many years, and is much beloved by his congregation, whose respect and affection for 
their pastor is unbounded. Since [SST he has been stated clerk of the synod of Mississippi, 
and from 1865 he was, for some years, trustee of the blind asylum, in which capacity, since 
1877, he has also served up tothe present time for the deaf and dumb institute, and earlier 
in the public schools of the city. His marriage was celebrated in the city of Philadelphia, 
Penn., on the 24th of August, 1558, Mrs. Rosa M. Petrie, a resident of Jackson, Miss., becom- 
ing his wife and the mother of his three sons and two daughters: Rosabel, who became the 
wife of Gen. G. Y. Freeman, who died in [S90, leaving one son; John F. is a physician of 
Jackson; George A.; Idelette, aud Ernest L., the latter of whom died in 1879, at the age of 
twelve years. 

Dr. John I. Hunter is a native of Jackson, Miss., boru on the 19th of February, 1560, 
the eldest of tive children born to Rev. John and Rosa M. (Farrar) Hunter, natives of Ire- 
land and Virginia respectively, the mother being a daughter of Dr. S. D. Farrar, the leading 
physician of Jackson in his day, where he practiced for many years, and died in 1871. He 
was a Virginian by birth, and came to Mississippi at an early day, first locating in 
Brandon, becoming very prominent, socially and professionally, Rey. John Hunter has been 
for more than thirty-two years pastor of the Presbyterian church in Jackson, and elsewhere 
in this work a sketch of him is 


given. Dr. John F. Hunter was reared in Jackson, in the 
higher schools of which place he received his education. He attended medical lectures in the 
Bellevue Hospital Medical college of New York city and the University of Louisiana, graduating 
from the latter, after which, in 1885, he took a course in the New York polyelinic. In 1882 he 
located as a physician in Jackson, and since that time has continued to do a very large and 
successful practice. He is the senior member of the well-known drug firm of J. F. Hunter 
& Co., and is also a member of the Mississippi state board of health, and for the past six 
years has been treasurer of the Mississippi state medical association. He is medical exam- 
iner in chief for the Mutual Life Insurance company of New York, at Jackson, and is also 
examiner for the K. of P. and one of two examiners for the K. of H. fraternity. On the 
13th of February, 1SS3, he was married to Miss Perlie Prestidge, of Memphis, Tenn., a 
daughter of James S. and Mollie B. Prestidge, natives of Mississippi. The Doctor is a mem- 
ber of the K. of H., and isa Presbyterian in religious faith, and is ene of the best and bright- 
est of the young men of Jackson, and has a very bright and promising future. He commands 
respect and affection from all who know him, and is in every respect a high-toned Christian 
gentleman. 

Nowhere in Bolivar county, Miss., is there to be found a gentleman who possesses more 
energy, determined will or force of character than Joel L. Hurley, and no agricult- 
urist has been more deserving of success than he. He was born in Pike county, Ala., 
December 16, 1859, the fourth of six children born to Joel and Emily (Williams) Hurley, 
natives of North Carolina and South Carolina, respectively. The father was a miller and 
planter by occupation, and in the early history of Alabama he moved to that state, where the 
remainder of his days were spenf. He served in the War of 1S12, and was a prominent char- 
acter in the war with Mexico, He died in 1852, at the age of seyenty-nine years. The 
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maternal grandfather, David Williams, wes a very wealthy planter and slaveowner of his 
native state of South Carolina. In 1859 J. L. Hufley removed to Louisiana, where he remained 
until 1862. He participated in the Civil war, enlisting in a company known as the Tiger 
Bayou riflemen, but after remaining with it two months was sent home. After a very short 
period he joined the Carroll dragoons, under Dr. Arthur J. Lott. He remained in the 
service until the surrender, taking part in the battle of Corinth, also a great many others of 
minor importance. As he belonged to a party of skirmishers, he was fighting more or Jess 
all the time, serving the most of the time under Generals Price and Van Dorn, being at one 
time attached to Marmaduke’s command. Joel L. Hurley attended for some time the private 
schools of his native state. but upon starting out in life for himself, in [So4, it was with no 
eapital, and, in fact, under very inauspicious circumstances. In [S79 he came to Mississippi 
and settled in Bolivar county, where he has since made his home, and where he has, by earnest 
and unremitting endeavor, become the owner of eight hundred and eighty-nine acres of land, 
seven hundred and fifty acres of which are under cultivation. He also owns two plantations 
in Louisiana, consisting of four hundred and forty-five acres, jointly, and cighty acres in Texas. 
He has an excellent mercantile establishment at his riverside plantation in Mississippi. carries 
a stock of voods valued at, $6,000, and has a large and paying patronage. He was first mar- 
ried to Miss Louisa V. Sherrer, a daughter of John M. and Emily (Seymour) Sherrer, by 
whom he became the father of five children: Lalile G., Louisa V., Emily J., Bertha, and 
Joel, all of whom are deceased except Louisa V. and Emily J. His second union was to Mrs. 
M. Eva Nash, a daughter of Almon and Abigail (Whittredge) Baldwin, natives of Connecticut 
and Massachusetts, respectively, having two sous, Charles and Carroll, still living. Almon 
Baldwin was an artist of no little fame, and for a great many years was a resident of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, in which city he was superintendent of the Art Union gallery. To Mr. Hurley’s 
last union one child has been born: Baldwin. He and his wife are members in good standing 
of the Baptist church, are worthy and upright citizens, and in their comfortable and pleasant 
home dispense unbounded hospitality to their numerous friends. Mr. Hurley is a member 
of the A. F. & A. M., the K. of H., and in his political views is a stanch democrat. He 
is a stockholder in the Bank of Rosedale, and is estimated to be worth 375,000. He has 
served four years on the board of supervisors, and was one of the trustees of the railroad 
bonds of $150,000 for the building of the railroad called the Bolivar Loup, extending 
through Bolivar county. Mr. Hurley’s career is an example of what industry, perseverance 
and good management can do, for his present possessions have been gained by his own hard 
efforts. He has lived au upright life, and has won the esteem and confidence of the commu- 
nity in which he resides. 

David Wiley Hurst was born in what is now Amite county, Miss.. July 10, 1819. His 
father, Capt. Richard Hurst. removed from Norfolk, Va., while Mississippi was a territory, 
and settled in what was then known as Adams county and under military rule, Gen. Wilkin. 
son having command of that portion of the territory ceded by the Spanish government. 
Capt. Hurst was a pioneer and began anew his life as a farmer, this being quite a change 
from his occupation, he having, previous to this time, been captain of a merchantman, and so 
wedded was he to his life as a seafaring man, that he refrained from visiting Natchez which 
was the trading point for that portion of Mississippi, fearing that the sight of a large portion 
of water would irresistibly turn him to his former occupation. David W. Hurst received at 
an early age the rudiments of an education at what is now termed an old tieldschool and 
while but a lad was noticed as having an extraordinary and retentive memory, and amused 
his fellow-scholars by repeating sermons and speeches which he had heard delivered in 
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the neighborhood. While quite a youth he attended school at Liberty under the tutelage of 
a schoolmaster named Davenport, who at a late date boasted that he had educated all the 
native lawyers of Amite county. He attended one session at Hanover college, Ind., but chose 
Oakland college, Adams county, as his alma mater. After leaving college he entered the law 
office of Judge James M. Smiley, a distinguished jurist of this state, and a short time before 
his majority, after a brilliant examination, was admitted to the practice of the law in 1S45. 
In 1547 he was chosen as a representative in the legislature of the state and was a useful 
member of the judiciary committee. He left his native county and settled at Bay Saint 
Louis, Hancock county, and there practiced his profession with remarkable success for 
the space of three years. Having formed a copartnership with John T. Lamkin, who was 
at that time district attorney, their practice being extensive throughout the district, he 
removed to his old home in Amite county, and there practiced his profession until the break- 
ing out of the war. On the 13th day of July, [S47, be was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
Tilloston and reared a family of three sons and one daughter, all of whom survive him but 
the youngest son, who died at an early age. His political notions were firm and steadfast. 
Being an old line whig, he at all times was ready with poised lance and upturned visor, 
declining no challenge, but always in the thickest of the contest. He was the whig elector 
for his district on the Clay ticket in 1848, with James A. Ventress his opponent on the demo- 
cratic ticket, they canvassed the district thoroughly, and with remarkable vigor and ability. 
Although this district was the Gibraltar of the democracy, the usual democratic majority was 
very materially reduced. As the signs of the times predicted and almost foretold of a gigan- 
tic struggle between the North and South, he was looked to by all parties for advice, and was 
elected to represent Amite county in the convention called by the governor to pass such 
measures. as would insure safety to our people. He was one among the ablest members of 
the convention and was foremost in attempting to ward off the impending danger. Although 
in the minority the ordinance of secession from the Union was passed, yet he to the last refused 
to sign the ordinance. Mr. Hurst had earnestly opposed secession up to the last moment, but 
tinding that the people of Mississippi were determined to separate from the Union he sur- 
rendered his personal opinions and pledged himself fully and unreservedly to the cause of 
the Confederacy. Opposed to secession, with habits of thought and education utterly opposed 
to revolution, the strange vicissitudes of this stormy period soon found him ready to assist in 
the great contest. 

He raised, in 1862, a company of volunteers, was elected its captain, and joined the Thirty- 
third regiment of Mississippi volunteers, of which regiment he was elected colonel. The 
regiment participated in all the hotly contested battles in the western army. At the battle 
of Corinth Colonel Hurst’s horse was killed from under him, and fell upen him, and dis- 
abled him from active service aS commander of the regiment. Shortly after the surrender 
of Vicksburg a vacancy occurred on the supreme bench of the state by the death of Hon. C. 
Pinckney Smith, chief justice. An election was ordered to fill the vacancy, and Judge 
Hurst was elected to fill the same, and he remained in that office until the surrender, at 
which time Mississippi was reconstructed by the Federal authorities, and other judges 
appointed in their place. Judge Hurst removed to Vicksburg, and formed a law copartuer- 
ship with Col. Upton M. Young, remained a short time, and removed to Summit and reéstab- 
lished his old practice until his death, whieh took place July 10, [SS2. We can not refrain 
from making extracts from a notice written by Judge Wiley P. Harris, and which we indorse 
inevery particular, as follows: * So far as Judge Hurst's education proceeded was thorough, 

e what be learned he mastered whether at school or in the Taw office, and his memory, with 
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singular accuracy and tenacity, retained his acquisitions. His legal education began before 
he had attained his majority, and as usual then in the offices of practicing lawyers, that 
course led to a speedy admission to the bar. Judge Hurst attained to the highest rank 
and honors of his profession, and these were due to real merit. No man was more entirely 
free from false pretensions, from all shams and indirect methods. Straightforward manli- 
ness and certain nobleness and elevation of character distinguished David W, Hurst, and 
the recollections of these qualities, however much we may exalt the fine qualities of his mind, 


will be more cherished by his cotemporaries.”’ 


At a meeting of the bar in August, 1882, we 
make a few extracts from a speech delivered by H. Q. Bridges, Esq., on that occasion: “f As 
a citizen and a son of Mississippi he grew with her growth, and strengthened with her 
strength, and as a lawyer and a judge added fresh laurels to her ecivie crown. His name 
is associated with many public events that have made Mississippi historic since he entered 
public life, in all of which he had an eye single to her glory and advancements. Under 
the tutelage of the lamented Smiley he received his early traimimg in his chosen pro- 
fession, and, as his life history so admirably proves, the seeds then planted in his fertile brain 
germinated and grew and ripened into luxuriant foliage and luscious fruit.” There was usually 
no half-way ground with him, whether in cleaving to a friend or separating from a foe, 
so that it may be truthfully affirmed of him, whether he spoke or acted upon men or 
measures, his position was always well defined. His great desire, as once expressed to 
a friend, was that he might not go down behind a cloud, and that wish was in a measure 
gratified. His declining days, though made painful by physical suffering, were like the 
quiet repose of evening after the day’s work is done, when the setting sun casts its 
lengthened shadows upon the fading landscape. His mental vigor lingered about him 
radiant with clear comprehension and flashing oceasional scintillations of original thought, 
until the period of dissolution drew apace. 

Dr. J. D. Hutchinson is a well-to-do and successful planter residing at Columbus, Miss., 
but was born in Laurens district, S. C., September 8, 1845, a son of Dr. James P. 
and Rachel B. (Park) Hutchinson, both of whom were born in the Palmetto state. They 
removed to Mississippi in 1S46 and located at Cotton Gin, Monroe county, but became resi- 
dents of Old Hamilton in December of the following year. The father graduated from a 
medical college at Lexington, Ky., and became a noted and very successful physician. He 
was given good advantages in his youth, was a scholarly and well-posted man, and one who 
was public spirited and enterprising, thoroughly identifying himself with the interests of his 
adopted county and state. He died on the 20th of March, 1870, in Monroe county, Miss., 


his widow still surviving him, being now in her sixty-fifth year. Their union resulted 
in the birth of seven children, only three of whom are living: Dr. J. D., Mary (Walton), 
and Janie (Chastaine). Dr. J. D. Hutchinson was reared in Monroe county, Miss.. 


and received his education in the public schools. In 1869 he graduated in medicine from 
the University of Louisiana, at New Orleans, but prior to this, at the age of sixteen years, he 
left. school to enlist in company G, Forty-third Mississippi regiment, of which he was made 
orderly-sergeant, and served in the army of the Tennessee. He was in the engagements at 
Resaca, the Georgia campaign, besides nearly all the important engagements of the western 
army. Prior to crossing the Tennessee river Dr. Hutchinson was detached and detailed on 
the wagon train to obtain mules to proceed on the journey. After his return home after the 
close of the war he pursued his medical studies as above stated and at once began practicing 
in Monroe county, where he followed his profession until 1875, when he was married and 
gave up his profession to engage in planting, thinking this calling would benefit his health, 























































-— 
rm, 


a . . fe 
lol ute meth ined ROUEN lows ld 


final) ate reat gaint to wernt ho i ay re ton 


itary hard eit of Peaiiinds i tg “i aay i anil 


#1 Ts (tite © ireviee lun ot 9 uh ne i wad Wf hain tome Neng i, 

man howwietiiwints sheadgem 4 r a a Dye inate | tae Y jatiol ju) 
fiat TLL Lake Lo ok ti jersyta bead) yews S ‘ vert teonla haw , mrevin nahh 
pak aw Toran tenon enid tiinop ond V0 2 
ooh aero Lidl ad ee a a ae Tait deters anil vil tresfiitinds: TO 


. oa - 4 yo 
eB TANT GO ..; i, ied A) od frets feels chvcruc t He Oy rh eoaraiees well hes vu 





Hist at WY ead Bathe Mt ay 


; 
woudl abiiw dygnetie boa ltr iy wary ol Reginald hy not ban wae 
it pl roOTe on in ‘Jon 1 laren if dee bation yiniion hav Hy wal | fw wn han , 
sine ail 4 Mobos ven tat ete olfidudy yousen ere fatal A 
; meavien Han wsoly woul at af a wy fond col slevivr to Ta nti “ile Yn 

‘rev | ¢ wl tei do vehi hodionnel ait" Tr Yo oeyalnnee 

r ety fat hatiwuly 17 ghee eg ry nT rettecict men, {3 id adele id mn Prien g oe 
ce Moh b Hol eyvomen! bat ageilel daninmedl adn fi iat Dae “he ty fim be stone i 


4 . r Pe ie , « fi * i ; 
& The Belle ioe ie A oat ypgeeRell tt lve torte ahh 





i 1. vim eto +O saloge el queer car ener iitn y ats md “a te 
Aye ‘ : s 7 F * . 
; f I Lae enor Otte. “oii 





syst ey h ny fi j ty i ‘ i CFR chwies Kerk sad ead bret 
t+ 1 ; rial . ¥ 4 inky 
} } j S t hy URE PAT 
atid 4 SIE in vymahicel aha wilde are ie f 
dilgaeds laniyin anonalliniiok lewieegeo asintent Regn shinai oat s) sl ia Jaa 


“wilh eintmsiel) Je saiheertrta fiteainiwe Bae oh-eddlow ae pee filo a ce a 

linehyue 1) 2 oiedelfy enoiwind al rect an 

vesit'] ' , at eyvad , ihe Wy aivat wonstdotaHt (font) dodan at he 
i. ¥ MY wutiotbh ab fied b Bey Pee ae son of Had 

t alT vy cepwetad Tek! i} radewnetl ai notlimnkt BIO” took 

ey San ryeng ye Fey hi ext ns t yl oobi ind tnayallos (woth 
hyy4 eit ut ery! lnavbs Bocwg novig 
lonid gaiythhet lyin) aliens. bare fo diaign 2 olldn 
: 1 f i Mh PSS te ie hath rh aint Pi svg vintsion Ba 

, . ' bal Tetielie Nite wohive 
Amal as Ge Pa » thier to aed? lor webdide nerrae Yo hie vil 





1 OUT bey yy do site MD) ahi 
" ' dap mili ariomeidmont wal bevies 
rin To won wal it I bo) woos somiaint Yo (discvarveart ‘ 
I { bat et cLasep ETON te ailiie ol. Iooilon sat 
fi SW i Hed eld, rie its bi hare a huey. fone aa (ha " 
wate v ‘ - oie f by f TS | thi pe ris ToMED ay {i 
mai + i ns Toit i # ORG LOte RL, Ct deen ae Wipe alt % iad ort) all 708 a % 
a tee Sd uf 


wOrgey eu afusisr srieitelen of ‘tint og nw 
wisioG IY dwn 16 hiv Detots evody 2a eet laaibore «id bom noe 16W ott Yo. 
fos heirs ew wil weidw CTR Fenn ail ploy wil Puwedfet od ors iy thang 90 


: i ‘ i lial) sadtnal ; P 
tdi : ; . 4s ) Mrakt abel -AsPAT EM AF oH enyirgixe. of ouiee} 
‘ 
j 
7 
= 
es 
_ ny 
a® o 
La 








1000 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


which was very delicate. At this time his weight,was one hundred and thirty pounds, but he now 
weighs two hundred and ten pounds, and being six feet tall he is finely proportioned. He 
has been a resident of Lowndes county since 1873, and although engaged in planting he has 
made his home in Columbus since 1885. He is the owner of about seven thousand acres of 
land, of which some three thousand acres are under cultivation. He raises all kinds of grain 
and gives considerable attention to the propagation of stock, all his operations being con- 
ducted on progressive and upright principles. He is always ready to help in the advance- 
ment of the county, and is wideawake and progressive. He was married in 1873 to Miss 
Elonia, only child of William C. Nelson and Sarah S. (Verner) Nelson, of this county, and by 
her is the father of five children (one of whom is dead, little Rachel Belle): S. Irene, Jeunie 
May, William Nelson and James Dudley, Jr. The Doctor is a member of the I. O. O. F., in 
which he is noble grand. He is an elder in the Presbyterian church. Mr. Nelson is one of 
the most liberal and one of the most charitable men to the poor, the orphans and widows 
that the county ever knew. No better man lived anywhere. No one ever went away from 
his house wanting. He was a large slaveowner. He served in the late war and was a true 
and brave soldier. He died December 23, 1877, his widow now surviving him being in her 
sixtieth year. 

Anderson Hutchinson was born in Greenbrier county, Va., and was there educated. At 
twenty-one he removed to Knoxville, Tenn., and was there admitted to the bar. Thence he 
removed to Huntsyille, Ala.; thence to Mississippi, taking up his residence in Hinds county 


in 1835. In 1840, in connection with Volney E. Howard, he published a digest of laws of 


Mississippi. In 1548 he published his Mississippi code. In [850 he removed to Texas and 
was made one of the judges of the supreme court of that state. Soon after he was captured 
while on the bench, with other court officers, by a band of armed Mexicans, and kept closely 
confined as a prisoner in the castle of Perote. Through government interposition he was 
released, and Mexico was compelled to make a satisfactory explanation of the outrage. He 
then returned to Mississippi, where he died in 1503. 

C. J. Hyatt, a banker of Iuka, Tishomingo county, Miss., was born in Lauderdale © 
county, Miss., in 1$33,a son of Thomas and Angeline (Millburn) Hyatt. His father was 
born in North Carolina about 1795, a son of Klisha Hyatt. He passed his youth as a farmer’s 
boy, and also learned the cabinetmaker’s trade. About 1817 he married. His wife bore him 
seven children, of whoin the four named lived to maturity: Martha, J. B., Sarah and Suby. 
Martha died in 1852. Previous to his marriage Mr. Hyatt had removed to northern Ala- 
bama, where he died in 1835, and the mother, who was born in North Carolina, also eame to 
northern Alabama with her parents, who were early settlers in that section. His mother died 
in Franklin county, Ala., in 1852. ©. J. Hyatt began an active career as a farmer’s boy, and 
received a common-school edueation, and in 1805 beeame a clerk on a steamboat, in which 
capacity he served until 1861. Soon after the beginning of the war he enlisted at Tuka as a 
lieutenant in the Second Mississippi regiment, company K, which was an infantry regiment. 
The captain of his company has since come to be known as Goyernor Stone, and his regiment. 
was commanded by Colonel Fannin. He was in the battles of Bull Run and Williamsburg, 
the seven days’ fight around Richmond, the battle of Petersburg, the second battle of Bull 
Run, the battle of Antietam, in the army of General Lee. He was twice slightly wounded. 
He surrendered in Alabama, and afterward returned to Luka. For the nine years following 
he was bookkeeper for Hammersley & Price. He then went into the mereantile business on 
his own account, and followed it with profit till I8S9, when he turned his attention to 
banking. He has also been interested in planting to some extent, and is the owner of about 
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a thousand acres of land in this county. In,1863 he married Miss Mary Price, a daughter 
of Thomas and Mary A. (Berry) Price, of Somerville, Morgan county, Ala. The mother of 
the wife of our subject was a native of Augusta, Ga. Mrs. Hyatt was born in 1840, and died 
in 1S83 at Inka, having been for many years a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. She had seven children: Anna L., Thomas B., Virginia A., Mary C., Martha J., 
James and Elizabeth. Her father died in Alabama, and her mother is a resident of Tuka. 
In 1885 Mr. Hyatt married Miss Ida 8. White, a daughter of P.O. H. and Henrietta Lavonia 
White, of Texas. This lady, who was born at Rushville, Ala. in 1851, has borne her hus- 
band one child, named Dean. Mr. and Mrs. Hyatt are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church South. He is a master Mason and a member of the Knights of Honor. He is a 
democrat politically, and has much local influence. From tSS2 to LSS6 he-served as a 
member of the board of supervisors of Tishomongo county. He has been several times 
elected a member of the common council at Iuka. He is public spirited in the highest 
degree, and takes a deep interest in national, state and county politics, and every effort 
tending to the enhancement of the public welfare has his unqualitied support. 

Dr. W. IF. Hyer, of the firm of Thompson, Hyer & Partin, physicians and surgeons 
of Meridian, Miss., was born in Summerville, Tenn., Mareh 24, 1839, son of Rev. William 
and Jane (Tobey) Hyer. His father was a native of Pennsylvania and his mother a native 
of Connecticut. The former was of German and the latter of English descent: William 
Hyer was a schoolteacher during his early life, and was subsequently ordained as a min- 
ister of the Methodist Episcopal church. He came to Tennessee about 1837 and in 1S40 
went to Memphis to open a large school for girls. This was the first boardingschool in 
the state. He joined the Memphis conference and was stationed at Aberdeen, Miss. In 
1854 he was transferred to the Mississippi conference that he might take charge of the 
Vicksburg congregation. He died in 1855 of yellow fever. Dr. W. F. Hyer is the only 
one of his sons who grew to maturity. He was reared in Memphis, Aberdeen and Vicks- 
burg, and obtained his education in private schools. In 1854 and 1855 he studied at 
Cumberland institute at Mechanicsburg, Penn., but his father dying in the latter year, he 
returned home and took up the study of medicine, and graduated from Shelby medical 
college at Nashville, Tenn., in 1559, and at the University of Nashville, Tenn, in ISS82. 
He took also. a post-graduate course at the Polyelinic, New York, in tSS6. He settled 
in Marshall county, Miss., mm January, [S60, and married Miss Eliza Bowen in April, 
1861. May 1S, [S61, he enlisted in the Nineteenth Mississippi regiment as assistant sur- 
geon, and was transferred for service in Virginia, and at once attached to Gen. Joseph FE. 
Johnston’s army at Winchester. He was transferred to Kirby Smith's brigade, June 5, 1861. 


He resigned in August following, and was appointed Surgeon, in charge of one of the 


Mississippi state hospitals at Warrenton, Va. In November, tS61, he returned to Missis 
sippl, and was appointed surgeon of the Second Mississippi state regiment, under General 
Aleorn, at Columbus, Miss., in December of that year. Upon the discharge of these troops, 
he was appointed surgeon in the Confederate army and was assigned to hospital duty 
and served at Corinth, Jackson and Holly Springs until he was appointed consulting sur- 
geon and stationed at Oxford (Miss.) hospital. Tater he was assigned to field duty with the 
Second Arkansas cavalry, and by virtue of his rank, acted as brigade surgeon. After the 
close of the. war he returned home and soon became prominent in that county. In the 
session of 1872 and 1873 he represented Marshall county in the state legislature, and in 
the session of I[SS2 to ISS4 represented his district as a member of the senate. He was 
elected a member of the state board of health in ISSI to represent the second congres- 
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sional district, and served as president of the board in 1888 and 1889. He resigned on 
account of removal from the district in 1889 &nd was reappointed a member to fill a 
vacancy representing the state at large in 1890, and elected to succeed himself for a full 
term of six years in 1891. He moved to Holly Springs in 18S3, and has been a resident 
of Meridian, Miss., since 1888. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and is past 
chancellor of the Knights of Pythias lodge, is high private in the Knights of Honor and 
is a member of the Knights of the Golden Rule. Doctor and Mrs. Hyer have become 
the parents of eight children, six of whom are living: Jane is the wife of Professor 
Moore of Magnolia, Miss.: the others are Emma, Trudchen, Grace, Thomas and Eric. 
The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 


GHAPMER XXII. 


SBA 
BIOGRAPHY, I. 


OUTH CAROLINA bas given to Grenada county, Miss., many estimable citizens, 

but she has contributed none more highly respected or, for conscientious discharge 

of duty in every relation of life, more worthy of respect and esteem than Capt. G. 

F. Ingram, planter, Graysport, Miss. He was born in Kershaw district in 1829, and is a son 
of John U. and Margaret P. (Ingram) Ingram, the former a native of Kershaw district, born in 
1804, and the latter in Lancaster district, S. C.,in 1809. Both died in the former district 
in 1858 and 1838 respectively, he a member of the Presbyterian and she a member of the 
Methodist church. The father was a man of fair education, and amassed a considerable 
fortune by his planting operations. His name was originally Ingrem, but after his marriage 
he changed the spelling of the name to Ingram, which has since been retained in the family. 
The paternal grandfather, John Ingrem, was a native of Virginia, of Scotch-Ivish descent, 
but prior to the Revolutionary war he went to Kershaw district, S. C., and there his death 
occurred in 1829. He followed the occupation of a planter all his life. During the Revo- 
lutionary war he served as a soldier under Colonel Washington. -The maternal grandfather, 
Frank Ingram, was a native of Lancaster district, 5. C., and spent all his life in that state, 
dying in Chester district about 1857. He followed the oeeupation of a planter also. His 
father, Arthur Ingram, was a native of the Emerald isle, and was a soldier in the Revoln- 
tionary war. He died in South Carolina. Of the four children born to his parents Capt. 
G. I’. Ingram is the eldest in order of birth. he others are named as follows: Sarah ‘D3 
the wife of J. B. Hughes, died in 1857, leaving two children; Zadock P., died in 1860; and 
Mary, who was the wife of J. C. Dunlap, died in 1864, leaving three children. Capt. G. PF. 
Ingram was reared on the farm with an academic education, and began for himself when 
twenty-one years of age asa farmer. In 1851 he married Miss Rebecea D. Perry, a native of 
South Carolina, and a daughter of Zadock Perry, also a native of the Palmetto state, who 
came to what is now Grenada county in 1848, and there followed planting. His death 
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occurred in 1852 or 1853. Mrs. Ingram died in South Carolina in 1864. The two children 
born to this union are also deceased. The Captain’s second marriage occurred in 1866 to 
Mrs. Sarah Raiford, who was born in Spartanburg district, S. C., and was the daughter of 
William Clayton, who was also a native of that state. A number of years before the war 
Mr. Clayton removed to Mississippi, followed planting for a short time, and died in Marshall 
county, just previous to the late struggle. To Mr. and Mrs. Ingram have been born eight 
children, three of whom are living. In 1854 Mr. Ingram came to what is now Grenada 
county, and has since lived in the vicinity of Graysport, where he now resides. In 1862 he 
joined company H, Forty-second Mississippi infantry as first lieutenant in the Virginia army 
and served at Gettysburg and a number of places until 1864. He was a member of Grays. 
port lodge, A. F. & A. M.,’No. 289, during its existence. He and Mrs. Ingram are members 
of the Presbyterian church. Captain Ingram, as he is called, stands high in the estimation 
of his neighbors, and comes of an old and prominent family. 

Benajah R. Inman, a prominent citizen, was born in Wilkinson county, where he now 
resides, in 1820, and is the son of Richard Inman, a native of Virginia, who died in 1848, 
aged sixty-five years. The father came to Mississippi soon after 1509, where he married 
Margaret Rollins, a native of Georgia, whose mother was killed by the Indians when Mar- 
garet was an infant, and she was reared by her aunt, Miss Terril. The latter, with her 
family and Margaret, then about eight years of age, came to Mississippi and settled in what 
is now Wilkinson county, near the present location of Woodville. Margaret was the only 
daughter of her father’s family, but there were several sons, only one of whom lived to be 
well advanced in years. Benjamin Rollins settled on Buffalo river, where he died at an 
advanced age. The family is supposed to have come to this territory in about the year 1792. 
The mother of B. R. Inman died in 1845, at the age of fifty-five years. She was a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, in which she took much interest. Mr. Inman, her husband 
and the father of B. R. Inman, served in the War of 1812 as a private and was one of the 
few men who escaped from Fort Mims during the awful massacre there by the Indians. 
He was not an educated man, owing to his defective eyesight, which prevented him from 
hard study, but he was a man well respected and was greatly devoted to his family and 
beloved by them. By his marriage were born nine children, all of whom are deceased but 
the subject of this sketch, yet several grew to maturity, married, and reared families: Louise 
died single; Lucinda became the wife of Fred Keller, of Ohio; Letitia married James Ward, 
of London, England; Sarah married Joseph Rider, also from England; Catharine became 
the wife of Alex. Johnson; Zillah wedded William Richardson, of Dayton, Ohio; Joseph 
and Lenora died in childhood; Alexander married Miss Susan Johnson, by whom was bor: 
one child, Mary. He died in 1562, during the war, at Columbia, Miss., of measles, while 
serving as a soldier in the Confederate army. Benajah R. was the fourth child born to this 
union, and first came to his present place at the age of eighteen years, and here he has since 
lived. The present place was formerly the property of Mrs. Nancy Quinn, his aunt, who 
was before marriage a fliss Terril, and at her death bequeathed her estate to Benajah. R. 
He had been her manager and had been very successful and economical. The husband of 
Mrs. Quinn was, unfortunately, drowned soon after their marriage. She followed bim to 
the grave in 1863, leaving no children, and was seventy-five years of age at the time of her 
death and a consistent member of the Baptist church and a woman of more than usual 
worth and character. The subject was married first to Miss Lucinda Ginn, daughter of 
Colonel Ginn, a native of Tennessee. She was the youngest child of her father’s family 


and was born and reared in this county. She died in 1874, and by her marriage were born 
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six children, five of whom are yet living: Richavd M.; Julia, who died at eight years of 
age; Susie, the widow of B. Stuart; Dr. Benajah W., who was educated at Randolph, 
Macon college, of Virginia, and at the medical university of New Orleans, and resides in 
this county, where he practices his profession; Williard L., who was edueated near Wood- 
ville and at Baton Rouge, La., in Professor McGruder’s college, and lives near the home 
place, and Lillie, who is single and at home. His first wife having died, he married Lydia 
Adell Bryan, a native of this county and the daughter of L. H. Bryan, also a native of this 
county. By this union was born one child, Inez, now aged eleven years. Mr. Inman is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and his wife of the Episcopal church. He owns 
several plantations and is a man who givesclose attention to his home and family. He stands 
very high in the community as an upright citizen, a just man and a progressive planter. 
He is well to do, as is also his most excellent wife, she owning in her own name a large 
landed and personal estate. ; 

John B. Toor, real estate agent, assessor and city tax collector of Bay St. Louis, Miss., 
was born in Wilkinson county, Miss., aud is a son of Charlotte Withers Herron and Peter 
Harry Ioor, natives of South Carolina. His father was a prominent citizen of Wilkinson 
and Hancock counties, a graduate of Columbia (S. C.) college, and a planter by vocation. 
His grandfather, Gen. John Toor, was an early settler of Wilkinson county, Miss., moving 
there in 1810; was a cultured gentleman of large wealth, an officer of the War of 1812, 
and a member of the constitutional convention. of Mississippi in 1817. The family are of 
Huguenot extraction, their ancestors having sought refuge in South Carolina from the 
religious persecutions of Louis XIV. John B. Toor, at the breaking out of the Civil war, went 
into the army, and served until hostilities ceased; was a member of company B, Third 
Louisiana cavalry. After serving in various engagements was paroled in May, 1865; has 
since resided in Wilkinson and Hancock counties, and has carried on the real estate business. 

Henry T. Ireys, cotton factor, Greenville, Miss.. The ancestors of the Ireys family 
came to America prior to 1634 and were members of the Plymouth colony. They were from 
Dorsetshire, England, where they were located before the Norman conquest; had their 
. coat of arms, and were a titled family, even barons. Among the early members in colonial 
times were many who achieved distinction and renown in affairs of local government and in the 
Indian wars. ‘The paternal great-grandfather was a colonel of the militia of the First Rhode 
Island regiment and served during the Revolutionary war. The father of Mr. Ireys came to 
Mississippi at an early date, settled at Port Gibson in the year 1821, and entered land there. 
He also entered large tracts in Washington county of that state. He was married in Rhode 
Island in 1834 to Miss Mary Bailey, and later in life made his home in Washington county, 
where he was engaged in clearing up the land he had secured. ~ His death occurred in New 
Orleans on the 9th of July, 1846. To his marriage were born six children, Henry T. Ireys, 
the subject of this sketch, being the eldest. The latter was born in Newport, R. L, 1837. 
He came to Mississippi to take charge of the family estate at the close of the war. He 
planted for a number of years successfully and then became associated with Charles P. 
Huntington in building the first railroad in Washington county in 1878, and moved from his 
plantation on Williams’ bayou to Greenville in the spring of that year. He was secretary 
and treasurer and general manager for four years of the Greenville, Columbus & Birming- 
ham railroad, which sold out to the Richmond & Danville (now the Georgia Pacific) railroad. 
After this he was associated with Maj. James EK. Negus and formed the banking house of 
Negus, Ireys & Co. After the erection of the first cotton compress, and in the year 1866, 
he began as the first cotton factor in Greenville. Mr. Ireys has an interest in large tracts of 
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land, including Mound Pleasant plantation at Winterville, which is very productive, and one 
of the best plantations in Washington county. He is also the owner of considerable town 
property. Mr. Ireys is interested in almost every enterprise of a laudable nature. He is 
president of the Delta Insurance company, vice president of the Greenville Cotton 
Exchange, a charter member of many organizations, and a director in many stock com- 
panies. He was married to Miss Elizabeth Taylor, daughter of Dr. L. L. Taylor (see 
sketch), May 20, 1869, at Loughboro, and the result of this union was the birth of six 
children: Henry T., Jr., Mary Bailey, Junius Taylor, Kate Bailey, Susan Mosby and 
Bettie Taylor. Mr. and Mrs. Ireys are members of the Presbyterian church, in which he is 
an elder. Both are actively engaged in religious work. 

George S. Irving is a Scotchman by birth, born in 1836, and came to the United 
States with his parents in 1838, their landing being made at Mobile, Ala. The father 
was a brewer by occupation and came to this country to engage in that occupation, but 
died in 1840, while on a trip to London to purchase a plant for his business. His widow 
survived him until 1858, when her death occurred. Their union resulted in the birth of 
three sons, George S. and a brother who resides in Indiana being the only ones living. 
George S. Irving was educated in the public schools and an academy, but his advan- 
tages were only for a short time. At the age of twelve years he began clerking, but 
soon afterward began learning the trade of a blacksmith. In 1853 he came to Vicksburg 
and here he was engaged in the timber business for twenty years, rafting from all the 
streams above. In 1861 he entered the Confederate army, enlisting in the company of 
Julius M. Klein, was attached to Wirt Adams’ regiment and wasin the battle of Shiloh. 
He, with about one hundred other men, was detailed to join General Morgan in a raid 
in Kentucky, but he afterward returned with his company to Chattanooga and later took 
part in the engagements ab Perryville, Murfreesboro and many miner battles in Tennessee. 
He was on the Georgia campaign with General Johnston, returned to Tennessee with 
Hood, and then went to North Carolina where he surrendered with Johnston, at Greens- 
boro. During his entire service he was neither wounded nor captured. Upon his return 
to Vicksburg after the war was over. he once more began dealing in timber, but in 1870 
opened « mercantile establishment under the firm name of Hartigan & Irving, which 
existed eleven months. In 1879 Mr. Irving started in the business again, and this was 
the beginning of his present business, which is an extensive wholesale and retail grocery 
concern. It is known as the George 5. Irving Grocery and Provision company and is 
conducted on an extensive scale. Mr. Irving is also the owner of large plantations in Yazoo 
county, seven on Silver creek, eight in all, with abont two thousand acres under cultivation. 
The names of the plantations are: Belle Yazoo, on Yazoo river; Valley Land, Grosvenor, 
Cottonwood, Waldwood, Aluvia, River Field and Niger Bend, on Silver creek. Five thou- 
sand eight hundred acres which he owns on Silver creek comprise one of the finest planta- 
tions in the South; in fact all his land is extremely fertile and valuable. He is essentially a 
selfmade man, and is one of the most thoroughly posted men on the timber interests and 
the best judge of timber in the state. He has established and built up a large commer- 
cial business and is interested in many enterprises that are advancing and building up Vicks- 
burg. He is oneof the supervisors of Warren county, and as president of that board he 
has advocated many public improvements, and in all has practiced economy. He was mar- 
ried first in 1870 to Mrs. Mary Bodine, who had two small children, Henrietta and Jeff. 
D. Bodine, who were educated by him, and Mrs. C. C. Reynolds, of Seattle, Wash., is the 
step-daughter of Mrs. Jerry S. D. Bodine, died at the age of twenty-six, a native of this 
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state and to them one child was born, Lorenzo, who graduated in Spring Hill college with 
the highest honors and is now in business with his father. His mother died in 1885 and the 
following year Mr. Irving wedded Miss Leda A. Sherrad, a native of Holmes county, by 
whom he has two children: Hazel Fisher and George G., Jr. Mr. Irving is a member of 
the I. O. O. F., the K. of P., the K. of H., the L. of H., the A. F. & A. M. and the Elks. 
He is the oldest past commander of the L. of H. in the state and was one of the organ- 
izers of the first lodge (lodge No. 557) in Mississippi, at Vicksburg. He has always been 
very enterprising and is interested in the Hill City oil mill, the First National bank, the 
Vicksburg Compress company, the Vicksburg Hotel company and many other worthy enter- 
prises. He has proved himself honorable and upright in every transaction, is a useful and 
progressive citizen, and his career is a worthy example to all young men. 

Thomas Dudley Isom was born in Maury county, Tenn., September 5, 1816; was the 
second child born of James and Mary (Gale) Isom, who were natives of Virginia, and were 
pioneers of middle Tennesee. The father was a farmer, and died in 1824, and the mother 
lived until 1851. Dr. Isom received his education mainly under Prof. Samuel P. Black, a 
prominent educator of early days, at Pebble Hill academy, in Rutherford county, Tenn. In 
1835 he came to Tullahoma, Miss., and was sent by a company with a stock of goods to trade . 
with the Indians on the ridge. He settled his store on the present site of Oxford, and was 
the first white settler and merchant in the place. He remained there until the Indians were 
removed, when he returned to Tennessee, and studied medicine, under Dr. John S. Spindle 
for one year, and then took a course of lectures at Transylvania university in 1837-8. The 
years 1838 and 1839 he spent in the time-honored institution of learning, Jefferson medical 
college, Philadelphia, Penn., where he graduated in 1839, and came at once to Oxford to 
practice his profession, where he has resided ever since, except the four years of the war. 
In 1861 he entered the Southern army, as surgeon of the Seventeenth Mississippi volunteer 
infantry. In this same year he opened the hospital at Warrenton, Va. In March, 1862, he 
opened a hospital at this place, and received and treated over fifteen hundred soldiers from 
the battle of Shiloh, and in the fall and winter of the same year was post surgeon at Jackson 
and Columbus. In 1863 he was appointed on the army medical board, and continued in 
this capacity until the close of the war. He enjoys the distinction of being the oldest and 
most extensive practitioner in northern Mississippi in all the branches of his profession. 
He was the first to demonstrate in this locality the possibility of treating the febrile diseases 
of malarious and malignant type with large doses of quinine, and left off venesection and 
depletion. He has had remarkable success in surgery, having extirpated the superior max- 
illiary bone in 1856, patient still living, and many successful operations in all the hernias: 
and his operations in extirpating tumors have been extensive. He was the first in this locality 
to apply Sayres plaster jacket in Potts disease. He was a member of the secession conven: 
tion in 1860, and of the constitutional convention in 1890. He married Sarah R. McGehee, 
of Abbeville district, 5. C. Nine children were born of this union, four of whom are living, 
Mary F., wife of C. W. Petrie; Emma G., wife of H. P. Branham; Sarah McGehee and 
Thomas Dudley, Jr., M. D. 

H. M. Ivy is one of the oldest and best known planters of Clay county, and like many 
of the representative citizens of this section he is au Alabamian. He was born in Tusca- 
loosa county, in 1S22, to Thomas and Druscilla P. (Gartner) Ivy, the former of whom was 
born in Warren county, Ga., in 1783. His boyhood was spent on a farm in his native 
county, and although his educational advantages were few, he was naturally intelligent and 
made the most of the opportunities that came in his way, and eventually became a well- 
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posted man. He was married in 1818, his wife’s birth occurring in Warren county in 1798, 
and soon after the celebration of their nuptnals they moved to Tuscaloosa county, Ala., 
where Mr. Ivy was engaged in planting for fifteen years. In 1835 they again made achange 
of location, removing to Pontotoc ridge, Chickasaw county, where the father died the fol- 
lowing year. He was one of the earliest settlers of this section, and made an active and 
useful citizen. His widow survived him until 1884, having for many years been an active 
member of the Baptist church. Mr. Ivy was one of the commissioners to locate the county 
seat of Chickasaw county, in 1835, and as a citizen took an active interest in everything 
pertaining to the welfare of the community in which he resided. H. M. Ivy is the eldest 
of their nine children—five sons and four daughters—all] of whom lived to be grown and mar- 
ried: H. M., Sterling, of West Point; Thomas I., who died in Texas during the war; Marion, 
a resident of Bowie county, Tex.; Calvin, residing near Abbott, in Clay county, Miss., 
Frances G., wife of Elijah Wallace, a planter of northern Alabama, for whose union the 
first marriage license in Chickasaw county was granted; Mary Ann, wife of J. W. Wallace, 
of northern Alabama; Susanna J., wife of J. W. Dawson, M. D., of Kemper county, Miss. ; 
and Sarah, wife of J. W. Cressman, of Kemper county. H. M. Ivy was left fatherless at 
the age of fourteen years, and on this account and from the fact that the schools of his day 
did not offer attractions as they do at the present time, he received but little education, and 
had he been a dull boy this would kave sadly interfered with his success in after life, but 
he was naturally bright and quick tolearn, and by contact with the world and by reading, he 
in a great measure made amends for this early deficiency. Upon reaching the age of about 
eighteen years he began to make hisown way in the world as a planter on Pontotoc ridge, 
and prior to the war succeeded in accumulating a fine property, which was swept away dur- 
ing that period. In 1844 he was married to Miss Mary A. Gates, who was born in Greene 
county, Ala., in 1826,a daughter of Thomas and Mary (Green) Gates. She removed with 
her parents to Chickasaw county in 1835, where she met and married Mr. Ivy. in 1846 Mr. 
Ivy removed to near Palo Alto, Chickasaw (now Clay) county, and purchased eight hundred 
_ acres of land on the prairie, which was then being settled up, and he now owns a good and 
fertile plantation, one and a half miles east of Abbott, of which he cultivates between four 
hundred and five hundred acres, making cotton his principal crop. He is a charter member 
of Palo Alto lodge of the A. F. & A. M., and is an earnest member and elder of the Chris- 
tian church. To himself and wife, who died in 1882, an earnest member of the Christian 
church, a family of nine children was born: T. Rush (deceased), Irene (wife of W. B. 
Moore, of West Point), D. P., C .C., Laura, Mazie B.; Henry M. (a planter), Ruby and 
Pear]. Mr. Ivy is ‘a handsome gentleman, hale and hearty, and in appearance looks no older 
than fifty-five, although he will soon have reached the three-score-years-and-ten milestone 
of his life He isrespected by all, is genial and kind in disposition, and is a true type of 
the old time Mississippi gentleman of high birth and breeding. 

J. W. Ivy, farmer, Mount Pleasant, Miss, is the youngest of a family of eight children 
born to Frederick and Mary (Linton) Ivy, owes his nativity to Williamson county, Tenn., 
his birth occurring December 23, 1821. Both father and mother were natives of the 
Old North state, bat removed with their parents to Tennessee when but children. There 
they grew up, married, and there reared their family. The father was a farmer by occu- 
pation, was justice of the peace for qnite a number of years in Williamson county, twenty 
miles from Nashville, and well known and esteemed throughout that part of the state. 
He served in the Cherokee war under General Jackson and was with him at the battle of 
the Horseshoe. He died in 1851, at the age of sixty-five years. The mother received her 
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final summons in 1865. Both are members of the Christian church. J. W. Ivy, with 
two brothers and a sister, came to Mississippi, bift the other children remained in Tennessee. 
J. W. came to Mississippi in 1847, located in Mount Pleasant, Marshall county, and has 
been engaged in merchandising since 1849. He was married in 1853 to Miss Margaret M. 
Walker, of Marshall county, and to them have been born nine children, five sons and four 
daughters: William W. (deceased), Mollie B. (deceased) Luella, (wife of J. W. Woody), 
Frederick H., Ruffie O. (wife of Rev. C. H. Owen), Albert S., John H. (deceased), Jesse W. 
and Maggie. Frederick graduated at Oxford university in 1881 and Jesse W. is now tak- 
ing a four years course at that institution, expecting to graduate in 1892. Albert S. received 
his literary training at Starkville, Miss., in the state agricultural school. Mr. Ivy owns 
residence property in Mount Pleasant, also a steamgin, saw and gristmill in that place, and 
now has a general stock of merchandise, selling under the firm name of J. W. Ivy & Son. 
He was postmaster of the town for a numberof years, and was one among the early settlers 
of the county. He is universally respected as a successful business man, farmer and citizen. 
He operates his farm with tenants. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, Mount 
Pleasant lodge No. 99, and he and Mrs. Ivy are members of the Methodist church South. 


GHAPTER XXII. 


SPECIAL RECORDS, J. 


NE of the men who have controlled circumstances in life and commanded success is 

Guy Jacks, general merchant, planter aud miller, Scooba, Kemper county, Miss. 

He is descended from a family of high connection, who were leaders in all their 
associations. His grandfather, Patrick Jack, was a captain in the Revolutionary 

war, and a noted man of his time. He represented Mecklenburg county, N. C., in the 
congress of 1775 and 1776, wielding an unusual power. In one of his speeches before that 
August body he said, “Gentlemen, you may debate here about reconciliation, and memorial- 
ize your king, but bear it in mind, Mecklenburg owes no alliance to, and is separated from 
On the tirst call for troops, true to his convictions, he 


bed 


the crown of Great Britian forever. 
raised a company which he commanded through the Revolution. He was a great man, and 
was possessed of that true courage which resists all, in the effort to be just to one’s sense of 
right and wrong. Abner M. Jack was born in North Carolina in 1814, and was a son.of 
Patrick Jack. He married Sarah KE. McCalebb, also a native of North Carolina, born in the 
year 1824,a daughter of James McCalebb. He removed to Kemper county from Greene 
county, Ala., about 1835, and engaged in planting. He was very prosperous, and at the 
time of his death was considered one of the wealthiest men in the state. He reared only 
two children: May, who married A. M. Reucher, died in 1878; she was the mother of four 
children: May J., Florence M., deceased; Henry W., and Guy Jack. Guy, the subject of this 






































div vl a. 4, on niin Aa vs iT — nq Sin sna sito 
emore'l ai heniaate: awblids “yao oft Shed hegegi snail u's 
i iodo Iladeealt Jieenell a ot rnd in 
ah ie il of GRC! ai herthe ven. he? eB 
i oY hilly (pit feteuds | avod in 
" WW TY al fain, (boene "a 
Ww (heaseoeh) Hodoh 2 be tmewh) FT. 
a 1 bon (880 mi gfiveeviing BivtcO fn hadnarrg 1 Dobe se toil ba 
A ‘ >» + 71 Oh i ‘} Ls ae | ' je" AT divas 1 hpi i4 jy owntos HID wo} at " 
70 Aa lo as HOVE wna auld tsi » fe ihe oo fin - da yoioina car 19 til s 
coh bath Uy pr free 
- n Selgin cot eit yobap erie ‘nitiniate yout 30 > robda laveae 
es demih-cavn o caw han wise: Yo midlraia s Sol awotedd fo sodas 
io baa roms vince esoniend fwthenosen sed fudioqeey ylemeving st oH aim 
linvelien } hd Dey Ye mee i i bisa yitivr neriet ail soda: 
iol gis deglo wt oid Jo eileen oF t wtih Bun od bas Gy OV embod. 
‘ a § ! i ; 1? t el a) 
ms 4 
) 
- : . 6 ay ~ \ : 
ahh se 
6 fj : ad ost di 
on * Tn Th) } G ls {jae 
. . OPMOnROD i ty Wits & aor Deb 
; Ov t ss ePID in eas 
i (it3 ad bi 
ete guiblaiw B77! 
in Wis “iA bi “a Boy .frameaLinet) 
bal > EB isn a 
‘7 wy " 313 
‘ 5 fy HiT ef 
| vi Ate AOS OL 
ayes Cat apd enw Wowk: Tb ‘dal gent 
; felis 4 dova® botriin off <a 
se ropne, OH ddul eet: woatial MW fee igneb aw dSe 
: ea tl guilealq ai begagan bes Ota sunde yah hs 
, bomich yw ld fo on berabi-non vow o if by 
: rr ; “Vek ot heib asda : Beiriwar Adw vol 
: Z lild / ’ i ‘4 ‘ Wf antob', Me eonsrol , 
; ; 
ia ; | | 


MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1009 


sketch, was born in Kemper county, Miss., October 11, 1853. Capt. Abner Jack en- 
listed in the Confederate army in 1862" but was obliged to resign on account of ill 
health. During the first part of the conflict, however, he saw active service. He died 
in 1865, and his wife had passed away the preceding year. He was a member of the Presby- 
terian church, and belonged to the I. O. O. F. Politically he affiliated with the democratic 
party, and in early times was sheriff of Kemper county. Guy Jack was educated in bis 
native county, and at the University of Alabama. He was graduated from a commercial col- 
loge at Atlanta, Ga., in 1872.  Intellectually he was well equipped for business at the age 
of seventeen years, when he started out to meet the battle of life. He first engaged in farm. 
ing, and before he was twenty-one years old, he had opened a store on bis plantation, four 
miles from town. In 1876 he opened a general store in Scooba, Kemper county, and another 
at Shuqualak, Noxubee county. He was very successful in these enterprises, and conducted 
the business with a wisdom and sagacity that would have done credit to an older head. In 
1879 he established himself in business at Wahalak, Kemper county, and was one of the most 
forceful factors in the building up of that place. In 1S84 he was united in marriage to Miss 
Augusta Edwards of Kemper county, a daughter of Elisha and Jane (Neely) Edwards. Her 
parents belong to one of the oldest families in Mississippi. Four children were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack: Abner M., Elisha E., Guy J., Jr.,and Aunie M. The father and mother 
are members of the Baptist church. He is a Mason in his fraternal connections. He has 
been a member of the city council, of which he is now clerk. In October, 1890, he began 
the erection of a large business block in Scooba; it is to be occupied as astore and hotel, and 
will be an ornament to the town and a credit to the owner. Mr. Jack owns a sawmill, and 
large tracts of farming land. He has acquired great wealth, and has been exceedingly liberal 
in his contributions to all charitable and philanthropic causes. 

As a representative of the Emerald isle, Robert Jackson, florist, Sardis, Miss., stands 
in the front ranks, and as a man of advanced ideas and tendencies, he is weil known all over 
Panola county, Miss. He was born in County Tyrone on the 5th of May, 1530, to the 
union of George and Eliza (Fulton) Jackson, the father a native of Ireland and the mother 
of Scotland. The elder Jackson was a nurseryman in Armagh, Ireland, and was rather suc- 
cessful in that occupation. His death occurred there in 1834. His parents, Charles and 
Elizabeth Jackson, were natives of Scotland, and Mrs. Jackson’s parents, Alexander and 
Mary Fulton, were natives also of that country. Of the eight children born to this union 
Robert Jackson was the tifth in order of birth, and he, with his four brothers, was bound 
out to serve an apprenticeship, he selecting the nursery business.. He was reared in his 
native country, and on account of being bound out at an early age, received only a moderately 
good education. The first year of his apprenticeship he. attended school half the day, the 
next year less than that and so on until the seven years (time allotted for serving au appren- 
ticeship) had expired. In 1851 he came to the United States and since then bas been engaged 
as a nurseryman, but handles flowers principally. He is an excellent judge of plants, is 
well read and thoroughly familiar with that subject, and not only does he supply a large 
demand in Panola county, but ships a great many flowers to other points. He has the finest 
small orchard in the state, and his flowers are noted all over Mississippi, and portions of 
Arkansas and Tennessee. Mr. Jackson came to Mississippi without a dollar and is now in 
comfortable circumstances. He has made all his property by bis own exertions and deserves 
great credit for his perseverance and industry. He contributes liberally to all public enter- 
prises of a laudable nature and is regarded as a most reliable citizen. He has a beautifal 
home and his yard is filled with the choicest plants, which, tastefully arranged, attract 
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the eye of one and all. Mr. Jackson was married in 1858 to Miss Sarah Secor, a native of 
New York, and the daughter of Isaac and Mary Secor, also of New York. The Secor family 
is a very old and prominent one, having come to this country in colonial times. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jackson have eight children born to their union: Charles, Lucinda, Ephraim, David, 
Barham, Ruby, Lee and Ellen (deceased). Mr. Jackson is a member of the Masonic fraternity. | 

Col. Moses Jackson. In giving a short history of the Jackson family, it may be 
stated that they were among the very earliest settlers of Amite county, Miss. Willie 
Jackson, Colonel Jackson’s father, served in both houses of the legislature, and was a 
very worthy and highly honored citizen of this section of the state. In public life the 
influence of this family has been unbounded, for its. men have possessed talent and 
numerous worthy characteristics. They have been found among the first ranks in every 
euterprise of a worthy nature, and their force of character, energy and enterprise pushed 
matters to a successful issue in more than one instance. Isaac Jackson, the grandfather 
of Col. Moses Jackson, became one of the pioneer settlers of Amite county, Miss., from 
the state of Georgia, this being about the year 1800, and on Bear creek, near the 
Liberty and Woodville road, he opened up a fine plantation and resided until death 
called him home. His family consisted of five sons and five danghters, of whom Capt. 
Willie Jackson, the father of the subject of this sketch, was a member. Captain Jackson 
learned many lessons of industry in his youth, while a resident of the home plantation, 
and these he found to be of great use to him after starting out in life for himself. 
When the War of 1812 opened he immediately raised a cavalry company, which he com- 
manded, and was at the battle of New Orleans, in which he rendered effective service. 
From the fact that he possessed a fine mind, was very practical in his views, and a man 
of unblemished honor, he became a noted man in Amite county, and at different times 
held responsible positions of honor and trust. He served as a member of both houses of 
the state legislature, and his reputation as a pure and incorruptible legislator was of the 
very best. His many noble qualities of heart and head won him many friends, and to 
them he ever remained true and faithful. By his superior judgment and good manage- 
ment he accumulated a nice property, and became the owner of a large property in Holmes, 
Amite and Yazoo counties, and before the opening of the recent war owned numerous 
slaves. His brothers were also extensive planters and large slaveowners. Captain Jack- 
son was married in this county to Miss Mary Robinson, a native of the county and a 
daughter of James Robinson, who was also one of the pioneers of the county. To their 
union four sons and one daughter were born, and arrived at mature years: Louisa, who 
- became the wife of Peter Parker and died before the war, her husband dying recently; 
Andrew and Isaac, who were planters and are now deceased; Robert, also deceased, and 
Moses. After the death of the mother of these children Captain Jackson was again mar- 
ried, and by his second wife became the father of two children: Dr. Thomas Jackson, a 
prominent physician of this county, and Isadore, deceased, who was the wife of Rev. John 
A. Smiley, also deceased. Captain Jackson was a prominent member of the Baptist church 
during the latter part of his life, and died as he had lived, a worthy Christian gentleman. 
He was called from life in 1843, his death being universally lamented. Col. Moses Jack- 
son was reared as all other farmers’ boys, was given the advantages of the common 
schools near his home, but being of a naturally studious turn of mind, he improved spare 
moments and became an average scholar. His early life on the farm gave him a strong con- 
stitution physically, made him a practical, sensible man, and fitted him in an admirable 
manner for the public life he was destined to live. He made his home with his father until 
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’ the latter’s death, after which he took contrgl of the home plantation. This estate was very 
large, and had on it one of the best farm residences in the country at that day. The lum- 
ber was all whip-sawed, for no lumber was manufactured in this or adjoining counties at 
that early day, and upon completion the house was considered an imposing structure. 
Colonel Jackson settled upon that portion of the estate where he now lives in 1845, having 
been married the previous year to Miss Amelia Jenkins, daughter of William Jenkins, a 
worthy and successful planter of this county. In 1863 he was called upon to mourn the 
death of his wife, she having borne him five children: Walter and Frank, planters of the 
county, and Eleanora, wife of John Walker, of Dardanelle, Ark. Charles died after reach 
ing manhood, and Louisa (deceased) was the wife of D. B. Kinnebrew. Colonel Jackson’s 
second marriage was celebrated in the year 1866, and was to Mrs. E. Rebecca Van Allen, a 
daughter of Robert and Elizabeth Brown. Mrs. Jackson is an accomplished and intelligent 
lady, and was reared and educated in this, her native county. Colonel Jackson continued 
to follow the occupation of a plauter up to 1862, bat in the early part of that year he put 
aside his farming implements to enter upon the career of a soldier, and with a patriotism 
that did not stop at the dark outlook of the future, he enlisted in the Thirty-third Missis- 
sippi regiment, being first heutenant of company k. He was soon after promoted to the 
rank of captain, and in 1864 became lieutenant-colonel, in which capacity he served uutil the 
close of the war. As he was a man of indomitable will power and fine constitution, he bore 
the varying fortunes, the hardships and exposure of a soldier’s life well. and it may be truly 
said of him that no braver soldier ever trod the crimson turf of a battlefield. He served 
under Gen. Joseph Johnston, and during the latter part of the war did not have his clothes 
removed from his person for over five months. He was in many bloody battles, the principal 
of which was the siege of Jackson, Miss., Augusta, Ga., where he received a gunshot wound 
in each foot and was struck inthe back of the head by a piece of shell, which caused the 
breaking of his skull. At this time he commanded a regiment, and did valiant service for 
the Confederate cause. He was also in the hard fought and hotly-contested struggle from 
Dalton to Atlanta, the fighting being almost continuous for about five months. 

At the siege of Atlanta, the Colonel, not having fully recovered from his wounds, was 
unfit for field duty, and was put on post duty at Augusta, where he surrendered and 
was paroled. With the consciousness of having performed every duty to the best of his 
ability, Colonel Jackson returned to his home via Florida and New Orleans, turned his 
sword into a plowshare, aad resumel the peacefal pursuit of a planter. Although his 
efforts were in behalf of a losing cause, he would not allow himself to brood over this 
fact, but with characteristic energy devoted all his energies to restoring his plantation 
to its old-time fertility, and as a result is now in good circumstances. As he has always 
been of a very practical turn of mind, he readily adapted himself to the altered con- 
ditions of Southern life, produced by the war and the abolition of slavery, and adjusted his 
business habits and methods to meet the requirements of the new regime, and has met 
with flattering success. In politics he is an active and efficient member of the democratic 
party, and his qualities of leadership have never been more signally displayed than in 
the arena of polities. Although he has never been an officeseeker, he has been promi- 
nent in the councils of his party, and no one’s opinion and advice in political matters has 
been considered more weighty or more sought after by those desiring preferment. In 
1861 he became a member of the state legislature, and since that time has been a member of 
the senate, serving in that body in 1878 and 1879, and displaying sound judgment and 
practical ability. On various occasions he has been a delegate to county, district and state 
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‘conventions, and throughout his entire public career he has shown himself to be a man * 
of ability. Kind, generous and hospitable, he has won many warm friends, who lay at 
his feet unbounded respect and esteem, the result of a useful life well spent. He has long 
been a member of the Baptist church, and his wife, who is a member of the Presbyte- 
rian church, is ever found ready to aid him in all good works. 

John C. James, planter, Williamsville, Miss., who has resided in what is now Grenada 
county, for the past sixty years and who was one of its first settlers was originally from 
Watagua county, Ala., his birth occurring in 1822, and is a son of David and Sallie (Har- 
rell) James, natives of North Carolina where they were reared and married. From there 
the parents removed to Alabama, thence in 1832 to Shelby county, Tenno., and in 1833 they 
came to what is now Grenada county. They camped in the woods on Horsepen creek, 
eighteen miles east of Grenada, and in this new country, amid strange and uafamiliar scenes, 
Mr. James went to work to clear the forest and to provide a home for the little family grow- 
ing up around him. The country at that time was almost a wilderness, bears, dear, panthers, 
wild cats and wolves abounded, the nearest trading post or postoffice was at Grenada and the 
country was full of Indians. They experienced many hardships and privations, but grad- 
ually they surmounted all difficulties and at the time of his death, in 1865, Mr. James was 
quite a wealthy planter. His wife, who had been a faithful helpmate to him, followed him 
to the grave in 1870. Both had been members of the Baptist church for many years. Their 
family consisted of nine children, five of whom are living: Mrs. Selina Heath, of Texas; 
John C.; Amanda, now the widow Pollan, of Arkansas; Emeline and Mary. John C. 
James was educated in the country schools of Mississippi, and, as may be supposed, his advan- 
tages were not of the best at that early day. Hewas married in January, 1840, to Miss 
Laura Davis, a native of South Carolina and the daughter of Levi and Martha (Burkitt) 
Davis, also natives of the Palmetto state. Mr. and Mrs. Davis moved to Mississippi at an 
early day, located in Grenada county and there passed the remainder of their days. Mrs. 
James died in 1849 leaving twochildren, one now living, Isade, a planter in Grenada county. 
Mr. James’ second marriage occurred in 1850 to Miss Lucinda J. Edmondson, a native of 
what is ow Montgomery county, Miss., and the daughter of Thomas Edmondson who came 
from Alabama to Mississippi, but who died in the former state while on a visit. Mrs. James 
died in 1860, leaving four children—three sons and one daughter: Allen; Charley C., 
assessor of Grenada county; Elizabeth, wife of Thomas A. Caffee, and William R. E. Mr. 
James’ third marriage was in November, 1854, to Mrs. Margaret S. Ware, who was born in 
Lawrence district, S. C., in 1830, and was the daughter of James and Susannah Crocker, 
natives of the same district as their daughter. Mr. Crocker died in 1829, previous to the 
birth of Mrs. James,and was a planter and merchant. About 1839 Mrs. Crocker removed to 
Aberdeen, Miss., when that place was a mere hamlet and there she was married to William 
Moncrief. She spent the closing scenes of her life in Monroe county and died near Aber- 
deen in 1851. Mrs. James came with her mother to Mississippi when but nine years of age 
and was married in Pontotoe county to William Z. Ware, who died in North Carolina in 
1862, while serving in the war. She had two children by her first husband: Carrie, wife 
of Monroe Aven, of Lee county, and Willie, wife of Hardy H. Hargrove, of Shreveport, 
La. By her union to Mr. James she became the mother of two children: Fannie and Byrd 
C. As before mentioned Mr. James has lived in this neighborhood for sixty years, is the 
oldest resident of this vicinity, and well remembers Low the Sabbaths were spent in early 
days. Nearly every one went hunting, fishing, ete. People went ten miles to raise a house, 
roll logs, ete. ; all were the best of friends, and no disturbances occurred. When a boy, Mr. 
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James would take turns with his brothers during the night, to keep the wolves or other wild 
animals from the pigpen or from carrying off the lambs. He would frequently carry a pine 
knot for a torch for his father to kill deer after night. The only mill was a steel one run by 
hand, and many days has Mr. James spent grinding the wheat and corn for family use. 
The country was then a vast canebrake, and stock kept fat the entire year round without 
any care. In about 1837 the Baptists built a log church known as Pleasant Grove 
church, on his father’s place, and this was attended by people from over a radius of ten or 
twelve miles. He remembers his first trip to Grenada, how he had to hitch his horse on the 
east bank of Big Bogue creek (it not being fordable), and how he and his father crossed the 
creek on a foot log. Colonel James, as he is familiarly known, is a very interesting con- 
versationalist, and his reminiscences of pioneer days are very interesting, indeed. He has 
lived on his present property over thirty-one years, and is the owner of seven hundred and 
forty acres, with one hundred and seventy-five acres cleared. He lost heavily during the war. 
He was a charter member of Graysport lodge No. 289, A. F. & A. M. He served a few 
months in the Mississippi militia under Col. W. N. Pass, in 1863. He has been a member 
of the Baptist church for about thirty-five years, and his wife is also a member of that 
church. His first wife held membership in the same. 

Capt. Henry Jamison, of Kosciusko, Attala county, Miss., was born in Tenuessee, 
January 23, 1823. His father was Hugh B. Jamison and his mother Susan White, both 
being natives of Tennessee, where the father died on December 26, 1537. He was a planter 
and a successful business man. Thomas Jamison was a native of this county and of Seotch- 
Irish descent. The great-grandfather, who was a native of Ireland, came to Pennsylvania, 
and was there murdered by the Indians in a terrible massacre, the only survivor being 
the grandfather of our subject. He was also the only one in the whole family to escape. 
Mr. Jamison’s grandfather and great-grandfather were both farmers. His father took 
part in the Creek war, serving under General Coffee, of Tennessee, and taking part in the 
battles of Horseshoe bend and Orleans. General Jackson was in command of the whole 
body of forces. Mr. Jamison has his father’s discharge which bears the signature of Gen- 
eral Coffee. Hugh B. Jamison also took part in the Seminole war in Florida. He enlisted 
in the summer of 1836 in Captain Wilson’s company and served until the summer of 1837. 
He was in the most of the battles which occurred during the war last mentioned, in one of 
which he received a wound in the neck. During both his periods of service above referred 
to he was a member of cavalry organizations. He was married iu 1817 to Miss Susan White, 
who bore him nine children, of whom five are now living, but of whom Capt. Henry Jami- 
son is the only one living in Mississippi; Elizabeth lives in Tennessee; Janes in Texas; 
Fannie in Stockton, Mo.; C. R. at West Panes, Mo. ; Stephen fell at Resaca, Ga., while 
serving the Confederate cause in the late war; William died in Attala county in August, 
1890; Sophia died in this county about tive years ago; Charlotte died in Teunessee in the 
spring of 1844. Captain Jamison has always been a planter, an occupation which he chose 
in early life and which he has followed with much success through a long and busy career. 
He married Lettitia, H. Jones, October 28, 1847, who died January 16, 1889, after having 
borne him seven children: Mary (deceased), Susan K., James H., S. W., H. B., Sophia J. 
(who is married) and Lettitia H. (also married). Al] of the above named who are living are 
residents of this county. Captain Jamison enlisted in 1846 as a private in Capt. L. D. 
Newman’s company of Col. Jones E. Thomas’ regiment for service in the Mexican war, and 
was discharged in June of the following year at the expiration of his term of enlistment. 
He participated in the siege of Vera Cruz, the battle of Cerro Gordo and in numerous 
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lesser engagements. His division was commanded by Generals Patterson and Pillow, and 
General Scott was the commander in chief of the army in Mexico. In August, 1861, Captain 
Jamison enlisted for service in the late war as captain of Company K, of the Fourth Mis- 
sissippi regiment. On account of ill health he was discharged after eighteen months’ service , 
after which he was detailed for duty in the commissary department. During his active 
military career, however, he was in the battles of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, Chickasaw 
Bayou and the siege of Vicksburg. He was made prisoner of war at Fort Donelson. His 
first regimental commander was Colonel Drake, who left the service in the fall of the year 
1862, and he was succeeded by Colonel Layton. A younger brother of Captain Jamison was 
a member of Captain Love’s company of Colonel George’s regiment of cavalry, for some time 
previous to the surrender. The captain came to this state November, 1848. After living 
for four years in Leake county he removed to his present home in Attala county. He is a 
member of Trinity lodge No. 88, A. I’. & A. M., of Kosciusko, in which he has been wor- 
shipful master. He is also a Royal Arch mason. He was first made a member of this grand 
order in Pearl River lodge No. 105, at Carthage, in the fall of 1850. In the fall of 1883 
he was demitted from that lodge and joined the organization at Kosciusko. He is amember 
of the Farmers’ Alliance, with which he identified himself in 1589, and served as its presi- 
dent in 1890. He is the owner of a large, well-improved plantation, and produces about 
fifty bales of cotton annually, and he raises besides much fine stock, both horses and cattle. 
He has always been known as a man of enterprise, who has devoted himself strictly to busi- 
ness, and his has been more than satisfactory, for he ranks now as one of the leading planters 
in this part of the state of Mississippi. 

Hon J. H. Jamison, of Noxubee county, Miss., was born in Tennessee in 1846. In 
1876 he came to Mississippi and settled in the northeastern portion of Noxubee county, 
where he engaged in planting. He was married in Tennessee, in 1875, to Mrs. Patty Ivy, 
who died in 1879. Two years later he was married to Miss Bettie Moore, of Noxubee 
county, Miss., a sister of his first wife. By his first marriage he was blessed with two chil- 
dren, Idalette and Charlie M.; by the last with two, J. H., Jr. and Bettie. Captain Jami- 
son, as he is familiarly called, has occupied many positions of honor. While a resident of 
Tennessee he was a member of the state legislature from 1871 to 1876. During this time 
he was prominently identified with the low-tax wing of the democracy. He was in the Con- 
federate service, a scout of General Polk. He was a student at the Military institute at 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., and afterward at Washington and Lee university, Virginia, where he 
took the degree of civil engineering. Here, as a speaker and student, he took very high 
rank, as was shown when, three years later, he returned, by request of his alma mater, and 
delivered the annual address. Chosen by his people, he went as a delegate to the state con- 
stitutional convention of 1890, which position he filled with an ability which reflected credit 
on the judgment of his constituency. Captain Jamison is a man of the masses, and decid- 
edly popular. Asa neighbor, he is the best; as a host, he is hospitality itself; as a friend, 
he is the truest of the true; as an antagonist he is worthy of the foeman’s steel. In August, 
1891, he was elected president of the state alliance of Mississippi. As to what other bon- 
ors await him at the hands of the people, time alone can tell. Besides his public duties, he 
finds time to superintend a great planting enterprise, involving the cultivation of many thou- 
sand acres of land, a good portion of which is his individual interest. A model husband and 
father, a friend to education and to every good work for the uplifting of the race, Hon. J. 
H. Jamison is a genuine citizen of whom Mississippi is justly proud. 
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In Cooper county, Mo., on the 27th of June, 1842, there was born to the union of 
William E. and Margaret Howe (Wallace) Jamison a son, their eldest born, whom they 
named William T., now a planter of Marks. The parents were natives of Missouri, and 
both were descendants of old and highly respected families. During the Civil war the 
father enlisted in the Confederate army and was at once made captain of his company. He 
was captured with the entire regiment at the battle of Black Water, Mo., was retained a 
prisoner for two years, and was then exchanged at Camp Chase, Ohio. He returned to com- 
pany A, Second Missouri cavalry, and served the remainder of the war under Captain Harper, 
surrendering at Memphis, Tenn. He immediately returned to Missouri and brought his family 
to Mississippi, locating in that part of Tunica county which is now Quitman county, where he 
spent the remainder of his days as an honored and respected citizen. His death occurred in 
1875. His wife survives him and is now seventy-two years of age. All their children, 
seven in number, are now living, with the exception of one child, who died in Mississippi. 
William T. Jamison passed his boyhood and youth in Cooper county, received his schooling 
there, and when twenty-four years of age came with his parents to Mississippi, of which 
state he has since been a resident. He has been one of the leading citizens of Quitman 
county since its organization and has held many public offices, filling them in a satisfactory 
and very creditable manner. He has been superintent of public instruction and also 
chancery clerk of the county. His brother, A. H., has been treasurer of the county, and is 
now a member of the board of supervisors. In 1865 Mr. Jamison began for himself as a 
planter, and this occupation he has successfully followed ever since, accumulating a good 
property. During the war, or in 1863, he enlisted in company A, First regiment, Marma- 
duke’s cavalry, and participated in the battle of Lexington, Mo. He was captured during 
the retreat, retained a prisoner ten months, and was paroled at Rock Island in 1864, 
after which he returned home to take care of his mother. In 1878 he selected as his life 
companion Miss Cornelia A. Mellard, of Columbus, Miss., and the daughter cf Wesley and 
Cornelia (Burt) Mellard. Four children have been born to this union—Alfred, Alice 
Walton, Nealey and Mellard, all of whom are at home. Mr. Jamison is the owner of one 
thousand seven hundred acres of land, four hundred and fifty acres of which are under cul- 
tivation, almost all of which he has opened and improved himself. On account of educa- 
tional facilities Mr. Jamison keeps his children in Memphis, Tenn. His ancestors were of 
Trish descent and of an old Kentucky family on the father’s side, while they were Scotch on 
the mother’s side. He is a member of the Knights of Honor and his wife is a worthy mem- 
ber of the Methodist church. 

W. G. Jaquess, clerk of the circuit and chancery court of Tunica county, Miss., was 
born in Jacksonville, Il., October 26, 1849, the only son born to the marriage of J. F. 
Jaquess and Sarah J. Steel, the former-a native of Kentucky or Iudiana, and the latter of 
Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather, Jonathan Jaquess, moved from Kentucky to 
Indiana and in the latter state followed the occupation of farming, accumulating a large 
amount of worldly goods and settling his children about him. He was a worthy member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. The mother’s people came of good old Quaker stock. J. 
F. Jaquess was brought up to a knowledge of farm life, but as his father was well-to-do 
and a believer in education, he was given better advantages than the average farmer’s boy 
and graduated at Asbury university, Indiana, in both law and theology, after which he 
preached the gospel at Springtield for two years, one year in Paris, Ill, and from 1800 to 
1861 was president of the Female college at Jacksonville, and the Male and Female col- 
lege at Quincy. In 1861 he entered the Federal army as chaplain of the Sixth Illinois 
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cavalry, but in June of the following year he was, made a member of the Seventy-third Ih- 
nois infantry and was elected its colonel. In 1864 he went to Richmond, Va., and had an 
interview with Jefferson Davis in the interests of peace. He came to Mississippi in 1866, 
with the intention of making this state his home, and engaged in planting in Tunica county, 
where he soon gathered about him many warm friends, and by them was afterward elected 
to the office of clerk of the courts of the county, for the benetit of a disabled Confederate 
- friend, and gave him the benetit of all the income of the office. His generosity and kindness 
of heart have always been among his chief characteristics, and notwithstanding the fact that 
he was of Northern birth and served in the Union army during the Civil war, all this was 
forgotten when he came South, for he thoroughly identified himself with the interests of his 
adopted state and county, and showed that he was a man of excellent qualities. Although 
he makes this county his home, he is now in England. He gave his son, W. G. Jaquess, 
the advantages of a good education, and for some time the Jatter was a student in Quincy 
college, but left this institution in 1862 and entered company H, Seventy-third Tlinois regi- 
ment as drummer and served until the war closed. He then returned to college and in the 
summer of 1866 came South and at once began planting. In 1869 he was elected to the 
position of county assessor, and in 1871 was chosen treasurer of the same, serving one term 
of two years. Recognizing his sound judgment, his practical ability and his qualities of 
leadership his friends showed their appreciation of the same by electing him to the office of 
county sheriff in 1877, and in 1880 he was appointed deputy county clerk, of which office he 
had charge for four years. At the end of this time he was elected to the office of clerk, and 
has held the position by reélection ever since. Although this county has an excellent repu- 
tation for the superior capability of her public officials, this enviable reputation is fully sus- 
tained by Mr. Jaquess. His office is a model of neatness and order, and in every detail is 
manifested the most perfect arrangement, showing the workings of an intelligent, well- 
directed mind. He is the beau ideal of a public servant—efficient, punctual, industrious, 
honest and uniformly courteous to all with whom he comes in contact. His plantation com- 
prises nine hundred acres of land, of which three hundred acres are cleared and under 
cultivation. In 1871, Mr. Jaquess was married to Miss Mattie A. Nelson, of this county, a 
daughter of Dr. J. C. Nelson, but he was left a widower in 1888, his wife having borne him 
four children: three sons and one daughter. Mr. Jaquess has been a member of the 
Masonic fraternity for the past twenty years; is a member of Tunica lodge No. 257, of 
which he has been master for the past ten years. He also belongs to the Knights of Pythias, 
Delta lodge No. 62, and was its first chancellor commander. In personal appearance Mr. 
Jaquess is of medium stature, rather slender and of dark complexion, his hair, eyes and beard 
being black. He is quite distinguished looking, and his handsome eyes beam with intelli- 
gence and kindness. He has always been interested in secret organizations and in the 
Masonic order is a Knight Templar. 

H. L. Jarnagin, who died January 20, 1886, was a Tennesseean by birth, and in thestate 
of his birth he was reared to mature years and received his literary education. While 
still a resident of Tennessee he entered upon the study of law, and while in early manhood 
was admitted to the bar. In 1838 he came to Macon, Miss., and at once entered upon his 
legal practice, and so sound was his judgment, so superior his powers of oratory, and 
so thorough his knowledge of law, that he in time rose to eminence. He was a member of 
the state legislature from 1876 to 1878, and a member of the state senate from 1880 
to 1884, during which periods he made an enviable record for himself. In 1858 he was a 
candidate for district judge, but was defeated by Judge James 8. Hamm. He was a 
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smooth, forcible and convincing speaker, and his words at once riveted the attention, inspired 
respect and convinced his hearers. fe thoroughly understood every intricacy of law, 
and his rare powers of illustration made the most complicate. subjects plain and clear to the 
most ordinary understanding. He was first married to Miss MeCaskul, of Noxubee county, 
Miss., by whom he became the father of three sons and four daughters: Chesley was killed 
in the Jate war; Hampton died in Macon; Dr. Calvin is a resident of Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. 
Barnes is a resident of Macon, and Mrs. Bogle is a resident of Chattanooga, Tenn. These 
are the surviving members of the family. Mr. Jarnagan’s last marriage (July 29, 1869,) was 
to Mrs. A. L. Perkins, who is now a resident of Macon. 

Anselm H. Jayne has been an active law practitioner in the courts of Hinds and adjoin- 
ing counties since May 21, 1886, at which time he was admitted to the bar by the supreme 
court of the state of Mississippi, and secnred his first case the next day. He is careful and 
painstaking in all pleadings and court proceedings, and for clearness and accuracy of all 
legal instruments drawn by him, ranks high in his profession. The best interests of his 
clients are regarded by him as of the first importance, and the matter of compensation is 
never regarded by him as proper reason to advise litigation. Although a comparatively young 
practitioner, he is known as a conservative and prudent counselor, whose advice can be 
safely followed and whose promise will be performed. He was born in Rankin county, Miss., 
September 12, 1856, the third of six children born to William McAfee and Julia (Kennon) 
Jayne, who were born in Mississippi and Alabama, respectively, and the grandson of Anselm 
Helm and Elizabeth (McAfee) Jayne. The grandfather was born at East Setauket, Long 
Island, N. Y., but left home at the age of thirteen, and was at sea fora year or two. In 
1818 he came to Mississippi, whither he had been preceded by two elder brothers, Samuel 
and Brewster, who had settled in what was then Lawrence county, and were among the 
earliest merchants at old Brookhaven and Monticello. After clerking for his brother Samuel 
for a year or two, he began merchandising for himself on Bowie creek, at Jaynesville (which 
was named in his honor), Covington county, and became very popular and successful. He 
died at the untimely age of thirty-five years, but is still spoken of as one of the most highly 
esteemed, well known and popular of those early pioneers. His death occurred about 1830. 
Two of his sons reached manhood and two daughters died in early childhood. His wife was 
one of a large family of sons and daughters, several of whom, especially Jesse, Joseph, 
Morgan, Madison and John McAfee held various county and state offices, became well known 
and left families. Madison became state auditor, was one of the most prominent men of 
Mississippi and was. prominently spoken of for governor. William McAfee Jayne removed 
to Rankin county with his mother, who had again marvied after the death of Mr. Jayne, at 
which time he was about ten years of age. He was educated in the Centenary college of 
Jackson, La., from which he graduated, and upon reaching his majority engaged in planting, 
which occupation he followed for ten years. He then followed the calling of a teacher up to 
the opening of the war in 1861, soon after which he enlisted in the Confederate army, be- 
coming quartermaster of the Twenty-second Mississippi regiment, with which he remained 
until the close of the war. He then returned home and resumed teaching and while follow. 
ing this calling died very suddenly in 1867. He was a man of most exemplary habits and 
morals and was an active member and worker. sometimes a preacher of the Methodist 
Episcopal] church. He was a true Christian in every sense of the word and was highly 
honored. His widow, who survives him, is a member of the same church and is residing ut 
Brandon. She is a daughter of Lewis Kennon, M. D., a distinguished Methodist minister 
of the Alabama conference. He died about 1840 while attending conference at Columbus, 
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Miss. He was a native of North Carolina and a descendant of the Kennon and Lewis 
families of Virginia. His wife was a Miss Martha Bush, a niece of William Few, a member 
from Georgia of the convention of 1787 which framed the constitution of the United States. 

The children born to William McAfee and Julia (Kennon) Jayne are as follows: Robert 
Kennon, who was born September 1, 1851, is in the real estate and insurance business in 
Jackson, and is secretary of the State Building & Loan association, of which he was one of the 
organizers; William McAfee, who was born January 25, 1854, and now resides in Holmes 
county, engaged in merchandising and planting; Anselm, in the law at Jackson, Miss. , 
Madison McAfee, bora December 22, 1858, has been in the office of the first comptroller of 
the treasury since May, 1886; Julia, born April 30, 1861, became the wife of William Walker 
December 22, 1887, and by him is the mother of two children: Mary Walker, born January 
3, 1889, and William Jayne Walker, born October 19, 1890. Her husband, William Walker, 
is on the editorial staff of the New Orleans papers, but now resides at Brandon, Miss., and 
Joseph Lee, born May 30, 1863, who entered the United States naval academy in 1878, and 
after serving three years at sea in the South Atlantic squadron on the Galena and Tennessee, 
was detailed to Johns Hopkins university at Baltimore to continue his studies in electricity, 
higher mathematics and chemistry. After spending three years there he spent eighteen 
months in California as general agent for the Sprague Electric Motor company, of New York 
He was then ordered to join the United States ship Charleston, but was soon transferred to 
the ship Iroquois, and for the past eighteen months has been on the Pacific ocean on that 
vessel, on which he is an ensign. Anselm H. Jayne, the third member of this family, was 
born September 12, 1856, and was educated in the University of Mississippi. He afterward 
entered the United States naval academy on September 20, 1873, but resigned his position 
March 17, 1874, at the solicitation of two of his instructors at the place, and then entered the 
sophomore class at Harvard university in June, 1874, graduating in 1877. After teaching 
two years in the high school of Columbus, Ohio, he then came to Mississippi and taught two 


. years at Jackson. Two years he was teaching in the University of Mississippi at Oxford, 


and during 1883-84 he was professor of mathematics at the Agricultural and Mechanical 

college at Starkville. He then taught for a time in Washington county, after which, in 

December, 1885, he came to Jackson to complete his preliminary law reading, which he did 

in the office of Nugent & McWillie, and has since been an active practitioner. He is a bril-- 
liant young lawyer, aud has a large and coustantly growing practice. The entire family are 

members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Nathaniel Jefferies (deceased). A glance at the genealogy of the Jefferies family 
shows that the present members are descended from English ancestry, and that the first one 
of the family in America of whom they have any tangible information was Nathaniel Jefferies, 
ason of an Episcopalian minister of the same name, who served in the colonial army 
throughout the entire Revolutionary war, being promoted from the ranks‘of a private to a 
colonelcy. The will of this gentleman, which was executed February 17, 1797, is now in the 
possession of Mrs. Benjamin Humphreys, his great-granddaughter, and is couched in beau- 
tiful and fitting language. His son, James Jefferies, was born in Virginia, the greater por- 
tion of his life followed agricultural pursuits, giving much attention to the raising of fine 
stock, and by the exercise of that perseverance aud determination which were among his 
chief characteristics, he amassed a handsome fortune, but spent his wealth freely in different 
benevolences and for the building up and improvement of his county and state. Wealth 
was to him a means and not an end, and the contents of his purse was free to the poor, but 
not indiscriminately so, for he coupled judgment with mercy and charity, and his wealth was 
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invested where it would do the most good, His wife, whose maiden name was Priscilla 
Shelby, was a daughter of Col. Evan Shelby, whose brother was for some time governor of 
Kentucky. To Mr. and Mrs. Jefferies the following family, in time, gathered about their 
hearthstone: Catherine (deceased) was the wife of William Prince (also deceased), who was 
a planter and a resident of Lake Washington, Miss.; Sarah (deceased) was married to 
Berry Prince, who was a well-to. do planter but is now deceased; Nathaniel comes next in 
order of birth; Letitia (deceased) was the wife of Joseph Davenport, who was a planter of 
Claiborne county, Miss., and is now dead; Evan (deceased) was married to Sarah Terry, and 
was a planter of this county, and Priscilla, the last of the family, died unmarried. Nathaniel 
Jefferies, whose name heads this biography, was born in Clarksville, Tenn., in 1802, and his 
first knowledge of books was aequired in the old log cabin schoolhouse of pioneer days. He 
possessed a fine and susceptible mind, and being fond of his books, notwithstanding the 
many drawbacks with which he had to contend he became a learned man, and throughout a 
well spent life was a stanch friend of educational institutions of all kinds. He aided in the 
purchase of a female academy at Port Gibson, presented it to the Methodist society, and was 
one of its substantial supporters ever after. He was an earnest member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and after his death upon the reading of his will it was found that he had 
made a large bequest to the church, which still continues, although he has been dead a num- 
ber of years. He was married in Camden, 8. C., in 1825, to Miss Catherine Watson, by 
whom he became the father of the following children: James, a resident of Jefferson 
county, is unmarried: Mary Scott, is a resident of Port Gibson and is the wife of Benjamin 
Humphreys; Priscilla (deceased), was the wife of Job Routh, who comes of a wealthy family 
of Louisiana, of noble birth; Catherine (deceased) was the wife of Daniel Humphreys, also 
deceased; Jane, the wife of Samuel Montgomery, resides in Texas; Sarah is a resident of 
Port Gihson and is the widow of Dr. C. E. Buck, who was killed; Eva is the wife of Charles 
Kennard of Port Gibson; Ellen is also a resident of that place and is the wife of Captain 
Owens, a Kentuckian by birth; and Edward, who was killed during the Civil war in the sec- 
ond battle of Manassas. In his political views Mr. Jefferies was a democrat and he and his 
wife are now sleeping their last sleep inthe old family cemetery, ‘‘Scroggy.’’ in Claiborne 
county, Miss. 

Robert T. Jennings was born in Yorkville, S. C., September J 2, 1815, and is the eldest 
of a family of ten children. His father, Edmond Jennings, was twice married—first to 
Isabella Beatty, and the second time to Lucy Birchett, natives of South and North Carolina 
respectively. Mdmond Jennings was born in North Carolina. He was a physician by pro- 
fession, and was devoted to his practice. He also had some mercantile interests. He was 
a son of John and Elizabeth (Lanier) Jennings, natives of Virginia. His father was one of 
the most prominent men in Anson county, N.C., and at the time of bis death had been sheriff 
for twenty-one years. Hdmond Jennings died December 2, 1863, aged seventy-two years. 
The Jennings family is of English ancestry, and is descended from Charles Jennings, who, 
with his brother, Humphrey Jennings, emigrated to America and settled in Virginia. His- 
tory says they were the brothers of William Jennings, who died in England in 170S, leaving 
an estate valued at $00,000,000. Robert T. was reared in his native place, and received his 
education in the common schools. In 1836 he came to Yazoo county, and until the break- 
ing out of the Civil war was engaged in mercantile pursuits. He was successful aud had 
accumulated considerable wealth; this, of course, was lost through the ravages of war. In 
1869 he went to New Orleans, and became purchasing agent for a large cotton factor. He 


remained there twenty-three years, and through some fortunate speculations retrieved his 
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lost property. He then returned to his home in Yazoo county, and located in Yazoo City, 
where he was loaning money until 1SS8. Inethat year he began planting, and now owns six- 
teen hundred acres of land, six hundred of which are under cultivation. When he went out 
into the world on his own account he had a eapital of $130 dollars. The first year he 
worked for his board and $30 in money. He was patient, persevering, and strictly bonest 
from his boyhood, and thus won the confidence of all with whom he had any dealings. He 
has preserved this reputation with great fidelity throughout his career. He has never been 
an aspirant for public honors, and so has lived a life of quiet retirement. He is unmarried. 
He is a good conversationalist, of kind and gentle address, a good neighbor and stanch friend. 
He is a member of the Presbyterian church. 

John F. Jenkins, another extensive planter and stockbreeder of Adams county, Miss., 
resides on Elgin plantation, seven miles south of Natchez, and was born on the same in 
1846. His father, John C. Jenkins, owes his nativity to Churehtown, Pa., born in 1810, and 
was educated at Dickinson college, Carlisle, Pa.,and graduated in medicine at the University 
of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia. He at once came to Wilkinson county, Miss:, to assume 
the practice of his uncle, Dr. John F. Carmichael, who had lost his eyesight. Dr. Carmichael 
was a surgeon in the Revolutionary war and held a commission from General Washington, 
of whom he was an intimate friend. He was a native of the Keystone state, and after the 
Revolutionary war was made a major in the United States army. He came with General 
Wilkinson to Mississippi territory and located in what is now Wilkinson county, where he 
passed the closing scenes of his life. Dr. Jenkins remained with him until his death, and in 
1839 he married Miss Annis Dunbar, settling on Elgin plantation, Adams county, the 
following year. There his death occurred in 1855. He left a large estate, principally his 
own accumulation. After settling in Adams county he devoted his attention largely to horti- 
culture, principally to gratify an increasing desire for that study and for pleasure. He raised 
more or less of nearly all the fruit common to this latitude, and spared no pains or expense 
to beautify and complete his home. By his thorough knowledge of the subject of horticult- 
ure and from the numerous able and instructive articles penned by him for some of the lead- 
ing horticultural journals of the country, Mr. Jenkins became a close friend of Charles 
Downing and was made a life honorary member of the Pomological society of Philadelphia... 
He was a man of broad and extreme views. a regular attendant and a liberal supporter of 
the church, but nota communicant. His father, Hon. Robert Jenkins, was born in Chester 
county, Pa., and there spent all his life as an extensive iron manufacturer, and as a farmer, 
being largely interested in the Windsor forge. He was at one time a member of congress 
and was a man of more than ordinary ability and greatness. He was a son*of John Jenkins, 
who was of Welsh parents, and who lived and died in Lancaster county, Pa. Mrs. Jenkins, 
the mother of John F., was born on the Forest plautation, adjoining the one on which our 
subject was born, and died in 1855, a few weeks prior to the death of her busband, both 
dying of yellow fever. She was the daughter of Dr. William Dunbar and the granddaughter 
of the celebrated Sir William Danbar. Sir William, as he was known here, was a man of 
great intellect and took a decided interest in subjects of a scientifie nature. While at school 
at Glasgow, he made the acquaintance of the celebrated astronomer, Herschel. He made 
the subject of astronoiny a special study, commencing it in early life and continuing it after 
coming to the United States. Through his wonderful knowledge as a scientist he became an 
intimate friend of Thomas Jefferson, under whose instructions and authority he explored the 
Ouachita river to its sonree and made many other valuable explorations in the Southwest, 
which aided largely in the development of that region. Soon after his arrival in Mississippi 
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he was chosen by Governor Gayoso as astronomical commissioner on the part of the Spanish 
to locate the line between Mississippi territory and Louisiana, and was afterward made 
chief justice of the court of quarter session in Mississippi. To Mr. and Mrs. John C. 
Jenkins were born four children: Alice was educated in New York and New Orleans; John 
F. (subject), Mary D., wife of Lewis M. Johnson, of New York, and William Dunbar, a dis- 
tinguished engineer and now chief engineer for the New Orleans & Northwestern rail- 
road. He finished his education at the L’ Meole centrale, or central school at Paris, France. 
The eldest son, John F. Jenkins, received good primary training at home, and in 1562, when 
but sixteen years of age, he joined the Breckinridge guards and served Gen. John C. 
Breckinridge in the army of Tennessee as a private. He fought at Laverne and at Mur- 
freesboro the two leading engagements, and remained in service until in May, 1563, when he 
was discharged. After the war he attended Washington and Lee’s university, graduating 
from that institution in 1868, receiving several certificates of distinction delivered in person 
and signed by Gen. R. E. Lee, and he has since devoted his attention to his planting inter- 
est, one of the most extensive in Adams county. He owns four large plantations, viz.: Elgin 
and Beverly in Adams county, and Demarkation and Tarbert in Wilkinson county, four 
thousand acres in all. He also runs a successful plantation store in Wilkinson county and 
another large one in Adams county. He makes a specialty of breeding Guernsey cattle and is 
perhaps the only breeder of that stock in Mississippi. Although he inherited a large portion of 
his property he has acquired largely himself. He was married in 1872, to Miss Louisa Win- 
chester, who was born and educated in Natchez, and who was the daughter of Judge Josiah 
and Margaret (Graham) Winchester. Judge Winchester was a native of Salem, Mass., and 
after acquiring a thorough collegiate education, studied Jaw in Boston, in the office of Rufus 
Choate. While yet a young man he came to Natchez, where he had an uncle, George Win- 
chester, a lawyer of that city, and one of the ablest jurists that ever sat on the bench of 
the supreme court of Mississippi. There young Winchester married and spent the remainder 
of his life, dying in 1888, greatly to the loss of the Mississippi bar. He had spent probably 
half a century in the practice of his profession and ranked with the ablest attorneys of the 
state. He was at one time probate judge. . He was a manof great force of character, strong 
and vigorous mind, and unconquerable will. He was an able debater, a man of influence 
before a jury, and very popular with both bench and bar. He was a stanch Union man and 
made a master effort in its behalf. He wrote what was known as the appeal to the ‘* Think- 
ing Men of the South,” a remarkably able document for the Union cause. It was printed in 
pamphlet form and circulated widely through the South. He was elected as unionist a 
delegate from Adams connty to the secession convention which declared Mississippi out of 
the Union. His wife. who is still living, is a native of’ Adams county, and a daughter of 
Howell Sprague, native of New Jersey. but who came to Natchez many years ago. Mr. 
Sprague was cashier of the old Agricultural bank, and a man of considerable note. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Jenkins have been born eight children, five sons and three daughters. Mrs. 
Jenkins holds membership in the Presbyterian church. Mr. Jenkins is a progressive man 
and spares no pain for the comfort and increasing knowledge of himself and family. He 
has a selected brary and everything that makes one cheerful in spirit and buoyant in 
hopes. 

John D. and William A. Jewell, well known planters of Washington county, Miss., 
were born in Hubbard, Ohio, June 11, 1833, aud September 16, 1835, respectively, being the 
sons of Alexander M. and Rebecea C. (Love) Jewell, who were also natives of Ohio. In the 
early part of his life Alexander M. Jewell was engaged in farming and stockraising, but his 
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latter years were devoted to the banking business, which received the greater part of his 
attention until his death in 1886. His’parents, John and Jane (Miller) Jewell, were born in 
Pennsylvania, the mother’s parents, Robert and Rebecca (Hutchison) Love, being also 
natives of the same state. The gentlemen whose names head this sketch are near relatives 
of Marshall Jewell, who was once governor of Connecticut, and afterward postmaster-gen 
eral in President Grant’s cabinet. He was chairman of the national executive committee of 
the republican party during the Garfield campaigu. James Gray Jewell, who served on a 
foreign mission during the administration of President Grant, was a relative of these gentle- 
men also. The Jewell family were originally from England, and after becoming American 
citizens gave to this country some of its ablest statesmen, several of the family holding hon- 
orable positions of trust under the government. The Loves were a talented people, being 
especially skilled in the arts, some of whom became proficient musicians. John D. and 
William A. Jewell were reared in the state of their birth, and received their literary educa- 
tion in Washington college, Pennsylvania, the former of whom graduated in 1860. After 
being admitted to the bar, he practiced law in Ohio until 1862, when he entered the Union 
army, as private, in company A, One hundred and fifth Ohio regiment, and was soon pro- 
moted sergeant of ordnance in the regular army. After the bloody battle of Stone river 
he was promoted to first lieutenant in the regular army and assigned to duty as 
judge advocate on the staff of General Schofield, and was afterward promoted captain. 
He was in the engagements at Perryville, Stone river, Chickamauga, and was with 
General Grant through the battles of the Wilderness, Petersburg, and was at Fort 
Fisher when it was taken by Generals Ferry and Porter. He was also at the battle 
of Bentonville, and at the time of Lee’s surrender was at Raleigh, N. C. After the 
close of the war he resigned his commission in the army, and in 1866, he and his brother 
William A. Jewell came to Hinds county, Miss., later settled in Issaquena county, and in 
1870, came to Washington county, where they have since resided, being engaged in planting 
at Silver lake, where they own a valuable plantation and much other property. John D. 
Jewell was married in 1883 to Miss Josephine H. Barnes, of New York city, a dangbter of 
Harrison and Dorothea A. (Carpenter) Barnes, who were born in New York, of English and 
French ancestry, respectively. Harrison Barnes was descended from Lord Barnes, who set- 
tled at Jamestown, Va. The Jewell brothers come of a religious stock, and although they 
have not identified themselves with any religious denomination, they are moral men and 
highly respected and esteemed. The elder served for oi.+ term as judge and has since been 
a member of the levee board, a part of the time serving as president of the same. William 
A. Jewell was for several years a member of the board of supervisors, a part of which time 
its presiding officer. They are most excellent and estimable gentlemen, and stand high as 
citizens of Mississippi. They are hospitable, kind and congenial and are charitably inelined 
toward the world in general. They have been members of the Presbyterian church, and 
only for want of church privileges have they failed to connect themselves with that denom1- 
nation. They are shrewd and practical men of business and have prospered in each and all 
of their enterprises. Although they come of an old and honored family, members of which 
have attained considerable note in national affairs, they are not boastful of their blue 
blood, and although they have every right to be proud of their family connection, they believe 
that worth makes the man and that no matter how humble a man’s position in life may be 


6é 


or bow poor his clothing he’s a ‘‘man for a’ that.’’ They are the third and fourth of seven 
children born to their parents, all of whom survive save one. Their mother, who is now 


eighty-four years of age, isa resident of Warren, Ohio, and in the enjoyment of good health. 
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Col. B. F. Jobus, a well-known resident of Gloster, was born in the county in which he 
_is now residing March 9, 1830, being a son of William L. Johns, a native of Georgia, who 
was born in {SO2. The father of the latter was a Virginian, and was one of the pioneers of 
Georgia, in which state he died when bis son, William L., was a child. When a child of 
seven years the latter came with some of his relatives to Amite county, and kere he was 
reared to manhood and married Miss Rachel Courtney, a native of Amite county, born in 
1S)7. Her fathe’, John Courtney, was one of the early residents here. Mr. Johns began 
tilling the soil on a farm on Beaver creek in the south part of the county, where he accumu- 
lated a good property. He was a leading member of the Baptist church for forty years, 
was a supporter of all good works, and his death, which occurred in 1882, was regretted by 
all. His widow survived him about one year. Col. B. F. Johns is one of a family of three 
sons and three daughters that grew to mature years, of which he is the eldest. One sister 
is now deceased. He is the only resident of Amite county, and as he was born and grew to 
manhood here he is well known by the citizens, and naught has ever been said derogatory to 
his character; in fact, many words bave been said to his praise. After attending the common 
schools of Amite county for some time, he entered the Western military institute of 
Kentucky, which he attended two years, receiving a fair English education. He began life 
for himself as a school teacher, and after devoting two years to this occupation he began 
reading law, and in 1855 was licensed to practice. He opened an office at Liberty, but in 
1887 located at Gloster. In 1866 he was elected to the oflice of probate judge, in which 
position he displayed sound judgment and much judicial fairness. In 1875 his numerous 
friends elected him to the legislature of Mississippi, and during the sitting of 1876 and 1877 
displayed legislative ability of a high order. In 1880 he was reélected to this position, and was 
chosen speaker of the house. Since that time he has continued his practice of law, and has 
served as mayor of Gloster and has also held other minor positions. He was married on the 
16th of December, 1852, to Miss Mildred Luckett, a native of Kentucky, where she was 
reared and educated, a daughter of David Luckett, a member of an old Kentucky family, 
originally from Virginia. To Colonel and Mrs. Johns four children have been bora: Etta, 
wife of Rev. A. P. Schofield, a minister of the Baptist church at Canton, Miss.; William D., 
a merchant of Gloster; Ellen, and Mattie, wife of B. H. Day, of Gloster. In 1861 Colonel 
Johns_enlisted in the Confederate army as captain of company C in the Seventh Mississippi 
infantry, and was in time promoted to the rank of heutenant-colonel. He served until the 
close of the hostilities, being in the army of Tennessee and taking an active part in the 
battles of Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Chattanooga or Missionary Ridge, all the 
engagements of the Georgia campaign, Jonesboro, franklin, Nashville and hundreds of 
skirmishes. He was paroled at Liberty and returned to his home once more to take up the 
practice of law, which he has followed with most satisfactory results up to the present time. 
Mrs. Jobns is a worthy member of the Baptist church, and Colonel Johns has long been a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained to the Council degree, and has 
served as high priest and master of the Blne lodge. 

The mercantile interests of Claiborne county, Miss., bave been ably represented for 
many years past by Mr. Johnson, whose stock of goods has always been a varied, large and 
choice one. Mr. Johnson was born in New York July 24, ISt7, to John Johnson, a native 
of the same state, who was born in the latter part of 17580 to Obediah Johnson, of Massa- 
chusetts. The first settlement of the family in America was made by two brothers, who 
came from England and settled in the vicinity of Jamestown, Va., Obediah being a descend. 
ant of one of these brothers. Upon attaining manhood he moved to western New York, 
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where he became the owner of a large tract of land, a considerable portion of which still 
remains in possession of the family. He carried on farming on a large scale, and lived to be 
about seventy years of age. He was a man of considerable education, and in his business 
ventures was quite successful, accumulating a large amount of worldly goods. His wife, 
Lois Johnson, was born in Massachusetts also, grew to womanhood and married there, living 
to aripe old age, at the time of her death being over eivhty years of age. She was well 
educated, and she and her husband were members of the Methodist Episcopal church. To 
them a family of twelve children were born, all of whom lived to be grown. Several of the 
sons became professional men—physicians and ministers of the gospel. John Johnson was 
their fifth son, and was reared and educated in York state, being an attendant of the com- 
mon and high schools. After his marriage in 1806 to Miss Clarrissa Palmeter, a native of 
Wayne county, N. Y., he removed to Genesee county, where he became au extensive farmer. 
He was murdered somewhere near Lockport, N. Y., on the Krie canal, about 1838, it was 
supposed for his money, for he was known to be possessed of considerable wealth. He 
started from his home for Lockport with aload of potash, and nothing was learned of him 
for several months, when his body was found in a field. He was an earnest member and 
worker in the Baptist church, was well liked and highly respected, and was not known to 
have an enemy. He was a democrat in politics, and took a deep interest in schools and the 
education of the young. His widow resided on the home place for some time after his death, 
when she moved to J]linois, where she made ber home until ber death, which occurred in 
Dupage county in 1866, she at that time residing with her son. She was a most faithful 
wife and mother, was an earnest member of the Baptist church, a true Christian and was 
deeply honored and loved by all her family, as well as her friends. Sbe bore her husband 
ten children, most of whom lived to be grown, the subject of this sketch being the only one 
now living: Horace was engaged in flour milling and farming. and died in Michigan; Calvin 
P. became a very wealthy farmer of IHinois, and died in Dupage county a short time after 
his mother, who made her home with him; Charles comes next in order of birth; William ©. 
B. S., who died in Wisconsin, held some oftice on board a gunboat that plied on the Missis- 
sippi river, being in the Union army during the Civil war; Orpha L. married a Mr. Adams 
and settled in Michigan, where she died; Caroline J. married a man by the name of Seaton, 
and after his death, which occurred in Michigan, she, in 1859, came to Grand Gulf, Miss., 
where she died the same year; Almeida married and settled in Utah, where she died in 1888; 
Melvina died after reaching womanhood, but was unmarried; and the other two died in 
their youth. At the age of sixteen years Charles Johnson began doing for himself in Wayne 
county, N. Y., and for one year was engaged in carrying the United States mail. He then 
became a wheelsman or steersinan on board steamers which plied frori Lake Erie to the city 
of Chicago. In 1835 he went to Texas and served in an independent company of scouts 
from New Orleans, which city he had reached by a stage route through an almost uninhab. 
ited prairie to the Tinois river and the Father of Waters from Chicago. Upon his return 
from Texas he went to Cincinnati, O., and engaged as a clerk for Stubbs & Andrews, 
but in 1837 he took charge of two flatboats from Cincinnati to New Orleaus, and after sev- 
eral trips was made captain of the boats, which position he held for several years. While 
making a trip Mr. Johnson met with athrilling experience. While going up the river on 
the boat McFarland and when about fifty miles above Helena, Ark., his vessel was struck 
in the side by the Danube, which carried away her kitchen and went almost through the 
boat. When the accident occurred Mr. Johnson was in his cabin, it being about one 
o’clock at night. He felt the shock and heard the water rushing into his room, but before 
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he could get out the room was full. Hy made his way to the door, feeling his way to the 
open space back of the wheelhouse, upon reaching which he eould hold his breath no longer, 
let go his hold, and rose to the top of the water. He was then more than twenty feet from 
the boat, the deck of which had broken loose and was floating. On this he took refuge, and 
he and one other of his crew of sixteen were picked up by the Danube and taken to Helena. 
Several members of his crew lost their lives, and a large amount of sugar, molasses and 
boat tackle belonging to him was also lost. From Helena Mr. Johnson returned to Cin- 
cinnati, but continued to remain onthe river until the fall of 1847, when he located at Grand 
Gulf, Miss., where he commenced merchandising, a business which he still successfully con- 
tinues. At that time Grand Gulf was a town of about three thousand inhabitants and was 
in a very flourishing condition, more business being done here than iu any other town in 
the state. From that time until the opening of the war he continued to do a thriving 
business. 

On the first day of May, 1862, the Federals shelled the town from the gunboats on the 
Mississippi river, five huudred yards distant, tearing many of the buildings in pieces while 
the citizens occupied them. Two large shells (11-inch) passed through the dwelling, and 
several through Mr. Johnson’s store. The Federals then landed in foree and carried away 
everything of value in the town. Two months later they landed again apd burued Mr. 
Johnson’s house and store, as well as every other house, both large and small, and every- 
thing else that would burn, leaving no streets or bounds by which property-owuers could 
locate their lots. However, it was proven that there was one man among the Federals who 
did not wish it to be understood that the organization to which he belonged were destroyers 
of holy places. He posted on the Methodist Episcopal church fence, after or during the fire, 
a notice, which Mr. Johnson now has, to the effect that the Fourth Wisconsin regiment did 
not burn the church. In speaking of this incident Mr. Johnson says: ‘‘ May God bless him 
in this world and in the world to come.’’ Even after the war Mr. Johnson's establishment 
was the most complete and prosperous in the place, his invoice at times reaching $100,000. 
He held the position of assessor from 1852 to 1866, and has, for many years, been justice of 
the peace. At the present time there is only oue man living in this section that was here 
when Mr. Johnson came—a Mr. J. W. Cox. Mr. Johnson was married in Obiv, December 
13, 1841, to Miss Elizabeth Stoddard (she spells the name Stuttard), who was born in Ohio 
in 1825 to Thomas and Ann Stoddard, natives of Mngland and Ohio respectively, the latter 
of whom lived to be quite aged. She bore her husband three children, Mrs. Johoson being 
their second child. Mary and William, the other members of the family, reside in Ohio, and 
both are wealthy. To Mr. and Mrs. Johnson five children have been born: Almedia M. 
(Waterous) is a resident of St. Louis, Mo.: Caroline J. (Seaton) is a widow, and lives with 
her parents; Charles E. is engaged in planting, and Clara is the wife of Alfred Faulk, and 
is a resident of Grand Gulf. William C. was a resident of Grand Gulf, and at his death 
left a widow and four children. Mr. Johnson gave lis children good educational advant- 
ages, Charles E. being educated in Alabama and the rest in Port Gibson. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jobason are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and in this church Mr. Johnson is 
a class leader, steward, and Sunday-school superintendent. He has taken an active part in 
Sunday-school work for the last thirty-five years, the most of which time he has been super 
intendent. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and for several years was master of his 
lodge, while a resident of Grand Gulf. It was one of the oldest in the state, being organ- 
ized about 1819. Besides merchandizing Mr. Johnson also mauages a plantation near 
Grand Gulf, and during the palmy days of this place he held numerons official positions of 
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honor and trust, being a member of the board of selectimen, with other offices. His children 
are nearly all earnest church workers, Charles E. being a member of the Presbyterian 
church, and the others Methodists. 

Rey, Clayburn IF. Johnson, Fort Stephens, Miss., a well-known citizen of Kemper 
county, Miss., was born in Iredell county, N. C., May 23, 1836, and is a son of Robert and 
Frances (Finch) Johnson. Robert Johnson was born in Nash county, N. C., and was 
reared, married and died there. He brought up a family of eleven children, ten of whom 
reared families. He was a son of Andrew Johnson, who was a prominent planter of his 
county. He died in 1850. His wife was born in Nash county, N. C., and was a daughter 
of Clayburn Finch, one of the wealthiest planters and largest slaveowners of his county; he 
died in North Carolina in 1840, and the mother of our subject passed away in 1855. Both 
the father and mother were members of the Missionary Baptist church. Their children were 
named as follows: Samuel, Caswell, Thomas, Williamson, Martha, Robert, Andrew, Simon 
P., William W., Noah, Clayburn F., and Frances. Clayburn F. spent his early life in 
North Carolina, and there received his education. In February, 1860, he emigrated to 
Mississippi, where he was employed in agriculture. In June, 1862, he enlisted in the cause 
of the South, joining company K, 43d Mississippi volunteer infantry. He was in the siege 
of Vicksburg, where he was captured, at Iuka, and in many lesser engagements. In July, 
1863, he was honorably discharged, when he returned to his home. He was married January 
1, 1862, to Sarah A. Jackson, who was born in North Carolina in 1837. Her parents, Need- 
ham and Frances (Bass) Jackson, were also natives of North Carolina, and removed to 
Mississippi when she was a young child. Her father died in Kemper county in ISSO, and 
her mother is still living at the age of eighty years. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are the parents 
of four children: Bunyan W., Mary E., who married I. H. Kinerd, and is the mother of two 
children, Anna and Spurgeon; Sidney O., and Clayburn M. Mr. Johnson entered the 
ministry in 18S0, but was not ordained until 1582; he is now a local minister of the Freewill 
Baptist church, and is state organizer of Mississippi. He owns a large tract of land, 
comprising about eight hundred and forty acres, a large portion of which is under cultiva- 
tion. In 1880 he made some investments in the mercantile trade and has been very sue- 
cessful. Since the war he bas succeeded in accumulating some valuable property, and is 
one of the most enterprising of Kemper county's citizens. Politically he affiliates with the 
republican party. He is a man of pronounced opinions, firm in his convictions of right and 
wrong, and is well worthy of the esteem in which he is held. 

Claude M. Johnson, chancery clerk, Greenville, Miss. Mr. Johnson’s paternal grand- 
father, Henry Johnson, was originally from the Blue Grass state, but came to Mississippi and 
settled on Lake Washington, Washington county, about 1830.- He entered the land and was 
the original settler on the lake, clearing up a large estate and becoming one of the most 
extensive planters of his time. His wife’s maiden name was Betsey Flournoy, of Kentucky 
also. The good old fathers and mothers of early times were educated, not as books count 
perhaps, but educated in industry, educated in honesty, educated in integrity, educated in 
enterprise, educated in good morals, educated in all that makes noble men and noble women. 
Their memory is revered and their early struggles appreciated. They have given their des- 
cendants a goodly heritage, a land veritably flowing with milk and honey; and better still, 
sons and daughters possessed of attributes to make good noble citizens. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson were born ten children, all of whom were born in Lexington, Ky., Robert A., C. M., 
Maggie, Emily, Louisa, H. J. (now resident of Washington county), Charles F., 
Ben, Matthew I’, (now residing in Washington county), and Mary Bell (wife of A. B, 
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Carsou of Greenville). Henry Johnsen himself was one of the twelve or more chil- 
dren born to Robin Johnson, a native of Virginia, whose brother, Col. Richard M. Johnson, 
was supposed to have killed the Indian chief Tecumseh, in the battle of the Thames. The 
Colonel iater became vice president of the United States. Henry Johason died abont 1862 
on his plantation. Although very active in politics he never held any office; was an earnest, 
supporter of Breckinridge for congress in the celebrated Ashland district of Kentucky in one 
campaigu, aud contributed $20,000 for campaigu fund. His children were all mainly 
educated in Lexington, Ky,, and H. J. Johnson (father of subject), was a native of that state. 
The latter was married about 1850, to Miss Sallie Graddy, also a native of the Blue Grass 
state, and began life as a planter in Washington county, Miss. In 1$58 he went to Arkansas, 
and there his wife died in 1862, leaving five children, Claude M. being among the number 
and second in order of birth. These children were taken to Kentucky after the death of 
their mother and remained with their grandparents until 1868. The year previous to this 
the father was married to Miss Lutie Bartlett, a native of Kentucky, who bore him four 
children. During the late war Mr. Johnson served as captain on a general’s staff. He lost 
severely during the war and at one time burned four hundred bales of his cotton. Returning 
to Mississippi when peace was declared, he carried on agricultural pursuits and a few years 
later bought the Aldoma plantation, which was on the river and one of the finest places 
in the county. Here he has since resided, surrounded by all the comforts of life and esteemed 
and respected by all. Claude M. Johnson was born on the Burns’ plantation at the head of 
Lake Washington, in Washington county, Miss., in 1853, and attended school in Kentucky 
from 1868 until 1S71, when he came to Mississippi. He engaged in merchandising at Leota, 
until 1878, when he was elected chancery clerk of Washington county, being reélected to 
that position in 1S79, 1883 and 1887, and is now the nominee for the fifth term. He was 
married in 1880 to Miss Alice C. Hunt, daughter of William and Prue V. Hunt (see sketch 
of W. EK. Hunt), and this union has been blessed by the birth of three children, Katie S., H. 
J. and Julia M. Mrs. Johnson is a member of the Methodist Kpiscopal church. Mr. 
Johnson is a member of the Legion of Honor and the Elks, of Greenville. He is a pleasant 
and genial gentleman, most admirably fitted to perform the functions of his office, for he has 
ever had the interests of Washington county at heart, and is an able and eflicient official. 
He is a member of one of the oldest and most important families in this county. 

Daniel 8S. Johnson, planter, was born in Union district of the Palmetto state in 1835, 
a son of James and Elizabeth (Sartor) Johnson, they being also natives of that state. James 
Johnson had very limited opportunities for acquiring an education, but by persevering efforts 
he managed to acquire a practical English education. Throughout his entire life he followed 
the calling of a planter, to which he had been reared, and beeame possessed of a compe- 
tency. His union resulted in the birth of five sons and four daughters: T. Green, KE. P. 
and Daniel S., living, and Ann, John P., James D., Elizabeth S., wife of T. D. Hamilton, 
Mary D., and R. T., who was killed in a skirmish after the battle of Seven Pines, are de- 
ceased. Daniel S. Johnson was reared in the distriet in which he was born, and although 
his advantages, like his father’s, were limited, he has become a well-informed man and is 
noted for his sound, practical and shrewd views on all matters of public interest. At the 
age of twenty-one years he began life for himself as a planter, but in 1856 decided that 
Mississippi offered better advantages to « young man than the East, and accordingly came 
here in that year with the intention of locating permanently. His efforts as a tiller of the 
soil have been attended with success, and he is now the owner of fifteen hundred acres of 
land, of which he cultivates about three hundred acres. His principal crops are cotton and 
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corn, but he also raises oats and peas. He is ypterested to some extent in the raising of 
stock, selling quite a large number of cattle, colts and sheep annually. In 1860 Mr. John- 
son was married to Miss Hlizabeth C. Hamilton, of South Carolina, who died only a short 
time after her marriage. In 1861 Mr. Johnson enlisted in the Confederate army, becoming 
a member of Captain Hill’s company, but the following year was placed in the quarter- 
master’s department, where he remained actively engaged until 1863. From that time until 
the close of the war he was in Captain Smith’s company, Duff's regiment of Mississippi 
cavalry. During his service he was in the battles of Harrisburg, Selma and Plantersville, 
about twenty miles from where he was taken prisoner and conveyed to Selma and kept in a 
stockade, but made his escape while on the march from that place to Columbus, Ga. While 
on his way to rejoin his command the war terminated by Lee’s surrender. Mr. Johnson was 
elected a member of the board of supervisors in 1875, and so admirably did he fill this posi- 
tion that he was reélected for tive succeeding terms. In 1890 be was a delegate to the con- 
stitutional convention. He is a member of Houston lodge of the A. F. & A. M., and is 
a Royal Arch mason in the lodge of Houlka. In 1869 Miss C. L. Tucker, a native of 
Union district, S. C., where she was born in 1S45, became his wife and the mother of his 
six children: Thompson H., Bettie, John P., Daniel $., Jr., Margaret A. and George T. 
The mother of these children died in 1889, a worthy and consistent member of the Metho- 
dist church at the time of her death. Her parents were George B. and Nancy Tucker, of 
South Carolina. Mr. Johnson isa steward in the Methodist Episcopal church, is a class 
leader, and is superintendent of Sunday-school at Wesley chapel. He is a whole-souled, 
genial and agreeable gentleman, and his numerons fine qualities and traits of character have 
won him many warm friends. 

Henry Johnson (deceased) was born in Georgetown, Ky., in 1793, was well educated for 
his time and day, and emigrated to Mississippi in 1525 with Junius R. Ward, Edward C. 
Johnson (both his nephews) aud Samuel G. Worthington. They came on a_ keelboat, 
brought their negroes, and landed at Worthington point, where they remained but a short 
time. They then moved to Lake Washington, seven miles below their place of landing, and 
bought out the tomahawk improvements of Bunch, a robber and a member of Mason’s bandits. 
In 1827 they bought the land at the land sales at Canton and Mr. Johnson soon acquired pos- 
session of about three thousand acres. He made mapvy improvements, cleared about one 
thousand five hundred acres and named the place Chatham, after Lord Chathain, of whom 
he was a great admirer. During the war of 1812 he was engaged as pilot and commander 
of a keelboat, bringing provisions to Jackson’s army at New Orleans. This was bis first 
trip South. He was the youngest of eleven sons, one of whom, Richard M. Johnson, was 
colonel during the War of 1812, and commanded Kentucky Volunteer cavalry. He was 
several times a member of congress as representative and senator, and was vice president 
of the United States. He was the author of the law abolishing persecution for religious 
belief and made the first speech in favor of pensioning widows and soldiers of the War of 
1812. He was also the author of the Sunday mail law, and author of the bill known as the 
Salary Grab. In 1835 he made a speech before his constituents which is credited to 
Henry Clay. He bought an estate on Lake Washington, made his permanent home there 
and passed the last years of his life in superintending an Indian scaool, secured through 
congress and located at Georgetown. He was cotemporary with Henry Clay. His death 
occurred in 1845 or “46. Another brother of Henry Johnson settled in Arkansas, became 
supreme judge, then chief justice, and his son, Robert W., was United States senator for 
thirty years. Still another brother, Joel, settled in Chicot county, and was a prominent 
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planter there for many years, andeanother one, Gen. William Johuson, was a soldier in 
the Indian wars, and passed his entire days in Kentucky. Henry Johnson died on his 
plantation in 1862 or “63. He was always active in politics, but would never accept oftice. 
His wife was formerly Betsy Flournoy, of a prominent family of that name. She died in 
1880. Their family consisted of eleven children, who are named in the order of their births 
as follows: Robert A. owned property on the lake and was judge of the county court (his death 
occurred in ISS7); Claud M. moved to Lonisiana and owned a cotton plantation in that 
state (he died in 1862); Margaret A. became the wife of James Erwin, and after his 
death wedded Dr. C. W. Dudley (she died in 1562); Emily M. married Frank Tifford 
and afterward William T. Bartley (she is still living at Louisville, Ky.); Charles F. 
resides at Louisville, Ky.; Henry D. now resides at Allomar plantation near the river: 
Elizabeth died about 1858; Louisa was the wife of William R. Elly, whose father, Harry 
Elly, was one of the pioneers of this section, locating here about 1526 (she afterward 
married Dr. C. W. Dudley, the widower of her sister, and now resides at Jonestown, Pa. ): 
Ben settled near home and died in {S70; Matthew F. (subject): and Mary Belle, now Mrs. 
A. B. Carson, was formerly the widow of Gen. T. Blackburn. Matthew Flournoy Johnson 
now resides on the old place settled by bis father. He was born in Kentucky in 1839, edu- 
cated at Bardstown and at St. Louis university, and in IS61, at the age of twenty-one years, 
he raised company A, Fourth Louisiana cavalry, and operated on the river in that state for 
two years. In 1863 he recruited the Fourth Louisiana or Mount Neal cavalry regiment, aud 
became lieutenant-colonel, operating in the trans-Mississippt department under General 
Smith. He was in the battles of Banks’ raid up Red river, then through Arkansas, and was . 
stationed in north Louisiana at Monroe until the surrender. In 1864 he captured Judge 
Dent in Louisiana. Previous to the war, in 1860, he was married to Narcise Kune, 
a daughter of Dr. Alexander Kune, who was a native of Kentucky. Her grandfather, 
Judge O. J. Morgan, was the largest cotton planter in Louisiana aad her father was also a very 
extensive planter. After the war Colonel Johnson bought his present property from the rest 
of the heirs, and las since resided there. He is the owner of two thousand five hundred 
acres, with one thousand eight hundred acres under cultivation, and this is one of the oldest 
and finest places on the lake. He was one of the trustees and promoters of the railroad 
built in 1885 and has always been a most prominent citizen. His union was blessed by the 
birth of five children, three now living: Harry K. in business in Greenville, was educated at 
Sewanee; Ben graduated at Sewanee iv 1881, entered West Point in 1885, and graduated in 
1889, being the sixteenth in a class of forty-nine; Matt. F., Jr. (died at the age of four years), 
and Willie A., a daughter, is now attending school at New Orleans, and one died unnamed. 
The entire family hold membership in the Episcopal church. Mr. Johnson’s fine old place 
on Lake Washington commands a magnificent view and on the lawn are magnolia and pecan 
trees planted by his father. The Colonel is most gentlemanly and dignified in bearing and 
his estimable wife has true artistic taste and ability. The village of Chatham is on his 
place and the first store was started in 1875. They had a postoftice soon after and now there 
are four stores, all owned by Colonel Johnson, making quite a village. 

George G. Johnson, a planter of the connty of Washington, Miss., was born in Wood- 
ford county, Ky., June 8, 1854, being the third of six children born to Henry J. and Sally 
(Graddy) Johnson, both of Kentucky. The father came to Mississippi while a mere boy, 
and has since made it his home, with the exception of about ten years spent in Arkansas, 
during a part of which time he was in the Confederate army, being captain of his company 
(for further particulars see sketch of C. M. Johnson and Matt. F. Johnson). George G, 
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“Johnson was reared in Mississippi, and began life for himself by hiring out to a planter, 
with whom he remained for one year. At the end of this time he took the money he had 
saved, went to Kentucky and entered the public schools of Woodford county, where he 
remained for two years. At the end of that time he returned to Mississippi and hired out to 
his uncle, Matt. F. Johnson, as clerk on a Hatboat of Lake Washington, and this position held 
for eighteen months, after which he became manager of the plantation owned by Mrs. 
George Blackburn (now Mrs. A. B. Carson), with whom he remained for two years. In 
1876 he and his brother, C. M. Johnson, formed a copartnership, and with their gross 
savings entered into a mercantile enterprise at Leota, but in 1878 George G. withdrew and 
was soon after married to Miss Julia H. Morgan, daughter of Oliver T. and Julia (Morgan) 
Morgan, natives of Louisiana. He was left a widower in 1858 with two children to care for: 
Narcise Kk. and Oliver M., both of whom reside with their father. In 1891 his second mar- 
riage took place, Miss Mary Liddell, daughter of Gen. St. John Richardson and Mary 
(Roper) Liddell, of Louisiana, becoming his wife. As the war swept away all the property 
belonging to Mr. Johnuson’s father, he and his brothers were left penniless and had to com- 
mence life ou their own respousibility, with no means whatever. After his marriage he fol- 
lowed planting in Louisiana for two years; then he purchased the place he now owns, Lin- 
den, on Lake Washington. He has eighteen hundred acres of Jand in Louisiana, has 
twenty-five hundred acres in Mississippi, and has the unbounded satisfaction of knowing 
that his present possessions are the result of his own honest toil, persistent effort and econ- 
omy. He has one of the most beautiful homes in the Yazoo delta, and his residence, which 
is commodious and substantial, is situated on a terraced and well-kept lawn, and although 
well back from the shore, it commands a lovely view of Lake Washington on the east. Mr. 
Johnson is a true gentleman in every sense of the word, is au excellent and entertaining con- 
versationalist, and is a man who takes great pride in the beauty of his home, and is seen at 
his very best in his own family circle. He fully deserves the position he now occupies, for, 
notwithstanding the fact that he was thrown on his own resources at an early age, be bas 
been a loyal and attached son and brother to his father and his younger brothers and sisters, 
and has never willfully blotted the good old family name. He has five brothers and three 
sisters living, all of whom are residents of Mississippi, with the exception of one sister, who 
is the wife of Peyton F. Kinkead, a sou of Judge Kinkead, of Louisville, Ky., in which city 
she now resides. 

. Harvey F. Johnson (deceased) was born in Henderson county, N. C., January 7, 1831. 

His father, John Johnson, came of good Revolutionary stock, combining the rugged virtues 

of the mountaineer with the softer characteristics and refinement of lower altitudes. Frank, 

honorable, positive in opinion, and of rare judgment in affairs, he was tbe trusted counselor 
of his neighborhood, a good steward and useful citizen. His mother was one of those rare 
spirits who carry the sweet charities of religion and the joys of the great salvation into all 
the business of daily life. To the son, who was the youngest of a large family, the charac- 
teristics of both parents descended as a rich heritage, the strong good sense of the father 
and the tender heart of the mother. The early training of young Johnson may be inferred 
from what has been said of his parents. At about twelve years of age he was sent to Ashe- 
ville, to the academy of Erastus Rowley, a noted teacher in that day, by whoin he was pre- 
pared for Emory and Henry college. In 1848, when within a few months of graduation, he 

was compelled to abandon his college course by an affection of the eyes, which threatened a 

permanent loss of sight. The next year, following the tide of emigration which brought 
from his native state to Mississippi a goodly number of our distingnished citizens, he located 
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first at Brandon and afterward at Raleigh, where, at the age of nineteen, he was licensed to 
practice Jaw. At this place, also, he was happily married to Miss Margaret Bates, who 
survives him. In 185-4 he was a candidate for the office of district or state’s attorney, and 
was elected by a handsome majority. In 1855 he was chosen to represent his county in the 
lower house of the state legislature. Under the ministry of Rev. James R. Thomas, at 
Westville, he was profoundly converted to God, and, while residing at Monticello and 
engaged in the practice of his profession, received license to preach. Admitted to the Mis- 
sissippi conference in 180%, he was appointed first to Fayette circuit. The spirit and cir. 
cumstances in which he entered upon this new life are indicated by the following extract 
from a letter written by him at this time to a brother in North Carolina: ‘I quit a large 
practice and cut off all hope of accumulating a fortune, and yet if I know my heart, [ have 
no regret on these accounts—TI have no sacrifices to make; it is ail gain, eternal gain.”’ 

“In 1862, while stationed at Raymond, he went out with a Mississippi regiment as chap. 
lain, but returned the next year to the regular work, in which he remained until the close of 
the war, when, without solicitation, he was almost unanimously elected to the state legis 
lature from Smith county. At the conference of TS65 he was appointed to the presiding 
eldership of Jackson district, and afterward to Madison college, and in April, 1867, was 
elected president of Whitworth college, located at Brookhaven. ‘This institution was founded 
in 1859, mainly by the liberality of Rev. M. J. Whitworth, a local Methodist preacher of the 
neighborhood. The original frame building had seen rough usage during the war, as a 
soldier hospital, and was at this time not only greatly in need of repair, but incumbered with 
a debt of nearly $3,000. For the payment of this debt the president became personally 
responsible, a twenty-years’ lease of the property being granted him by the board of trustees 
as a basis of negotiation with the creditors. The history of the school under Dr. Johnson's 
management has been termed phenomenal. Beginning with thirty boarders, the number 
increased the following year to eighty-seven, and subsequently reached two hundred and one, 
besides a large patronage from the town. ‘l'o provide accommodations for these growing 
numbers, the old chapel, now called Calisthenie hall, and a building for the art and music 
department of the school were erected in 1868, at a personal charge to the president of 
over $8,000. At this point Dr. Johnson, had he been so disposed, might have retired with 
a competency, besides returning to the church a property largely inereased by his use. But 
he had a higher object in view—the founding for the church of an institution of high grade 
for female education, and on an enduring basis. Having acquired by purchase the lots in 
front of the old property, he began, August, 1878, during the epidemic, tlre erection of the 
new dormitory, Margaret hall, so named by the trustees in honor of Mrs. Johnson, the wife 
of the president, to whose motherly care of the girls so much of her husband’s large success 
was due. This building, worth fully $15,000, he transferred, without incumbrance, in 1S!) 
to the Mississippi annual conference, at the same time surrendering his lease, which had vet 
eight years to run. Visitors to Brookhaven often remarked upon the good order of the com- 
mencement audiences. There was no whistling of small boys, no talking during exercises. 
and no boisterous conduct on the campus. Such order was not obtained without incessant 
watchfulness and occasional offense to the thoughtless, but it was maintained. On one occa- 
sion during a concert at the college some young men seated near the front began to amuse 
themselves by staring at the performers through an opera-glass. Having given them a 
warning, which had no effect, Dr. Johnson promptly stopped the exercises, walked to the edge 
of the rostrum, and pointing straight at the chief offender, said, ‘¢T think T can throw that 
man out of the window near him, and if he does not put his glass down, I will certainly pro- 
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eeed to do so.”” There was a moment’s pause, but a glance at the determined attitude and 
well-knit form of the speaker showed that it might be dangerous to refuse, and the eyeglass 
disappeared. At another time we missed him for a few minntes from the rostrum. His 
absence was hardly remarked, and there was nothing unusual in his appearance when he 
returned, so that many present were surprised to learn upon the street a few days afterward 
that in that short interval he had quelled a disturbance upon the campus, in which pistols 
“were drawn upon him, and sent several young fellows through the college gate as if driven 
by a catapult. Such scenes were as distasteful to him as they could be to others, but the 
reputation of being ready for an encounter if necessary, doubtless saved him many of the 
annoyances incident to the presidency of a female college. Another difficult circumstance, 
and one which can be fully appreciated only by those preachers who have been truly called 
from the itinerant field to the leadership of schools, consisted in the anomalous relation which 
he sustained to the conference and the local church. The relation is always more delicate 
when the college officer is at the same time a popular preacher. “Being strictly neither min- 
ister nor layman, and yet constrained at times to act as both, he is liable in either character 
to be misunderstood. For a number of years Dr. Johnson acted as steward of the church, 
and at one time collected and disbursed all the income of the station. Tt need hardly be said 
that the pastor’s salary for that period was promptly paid every month. Circumstances 
were such as to render his relation peculiarly delicate during the last year of his life, yet it 
may one day be told to the honor of himself and the Brookhaven pastor of that year, that 
their relations were never more kind and cordial. The prayer that he. offered at the con- 
clusion of a sermon preached by Bishop Galloway, upon his return from the general confer- 
ence of 1886, was probably the tenderest ever uttered in that church. 

The most cursory view of Dr. Johnson’s life must regard him in the three characters of 
lawyer, preacher and teacher. Of the first it is sufficient to say he won high praise from 
those distinguished men with whom his profession brought him in contact. ‘ His forte,”’ 
says Judge Chrisman, who knew him well at that time, ‘‘ was in the analysis of testimony ;”’ 
he had unusual facility in extracting the truth from the fragmentary or conflicting statements 
of witnesses. His cases were always thoroughly studied and presented with signal force and 
clearness. In appeal or denunciation he often rose to eloquence. Of his success in practice 
enough has been said. As a preacher, he took rank from the first with the leading men of 
the conference. No interest of a charge ever suffered under his care. It was his ambition, 
he onee said, ‘‘to be loyal to every enterprise of the church.’’? In preaching and in pastoral 
work, his grand object was fruit. Religion in the home and in business life were frequent 
themes of exhortation. ** What do you propose to do, my brother?’ was a question which 
he pressed home with great frequency and power. ‘‘I love to hear Jolinson preach,”” said 
one who often attended upon his ministry, ‘because he makes me ashamed of my half- 


5] 


hearted religion, and I want to be a better man.’? His sudden conversion from a somewhat 
wild and godless life, his subsequent call to preach, and the manly promptuess and thorough- 
ness with which he surrendered a lucrative law practice for the ministry, made his preaching 
peculiarly effective in the region in which he had spent his younger manhood. Upon the 
companions of his yonng attorneyship his preaching sometimes had a startling effect. 
‘© Prove that, Johnson,.’’ said one of these excitedly in the midst of service one day. And 
the preacher proved the statement in the Pauline way, by giving his own experience. 
Though well endowed by nature for oratorical display, having a voice of unusual purity and 
compass, a commanding presence, perfect self-possession and a remarkable quickness of 
adaptation to the varying moods of an audience, be preferred to preach the gospel in sim- 


yen heed ita : bostiateteb odd ta ones " 
“a oilt bow sailor of nrovyaalt 
wit anni 1 odrtion WOL A 
mor eich ai { tt psriit “yeh te f 
walnd wala aid nega ral asd bycoein rie wviaiir direst q er : 
i etqaias oft rome ramet a ballamp bad onl lavaotil : r ab balls nid 
stlo- aid uigvorndhl ewoltal Bw’ ripe va on oe vocth on 
oft an Aid, at Inbstaadadl sciwoe dom’ Mn ere h 
iiedasow Yi twiraéing nA tO} ehawt goind ! 
aalkonh nina » ta vorabiaai t ait} ot duobinatt 


‘ 


PO ere Ae At (i a Whine t beets a {a yilpt tal ca na 
Loader Ma » lode to ile hnal alt ot file daw 
el od) Bag aint 19309 od! oi b 
heat marae Old deel 2eallio: oy allen edi aed 
Ajon ie ist | hacierients poy fied caansyal sou a 
oul tk miey So ‘veda ow hooters penis - ad o 
rn agrooui sal te hoary fon te tsallon nei 
i vitgmert, naw bore te) wl mala Yel cag 
ae. anf alate itt M ei vrevbans at ser form, 


ti ‘f organ wed 19" onoi " 


© Foy as 
ie tq AOULTOA 


ie 
radon 94 ay done 1? 
14 lnisrgutisaib 
mie ind ogi 
oe ‘thx uiis titin ak Loran 
hive Ln aie. wpa a - 
a} Lo +0 ‘las rey 8 ol 
+ btae one vend 
sinh om ane" nant ad 
aie ia oi” bie 
y Ihities han 
mont ole 


ish pheuepre fin fiite tin» “patter ¢ 
ad tone TL hug ile ; 
sy Anas ditjh rial Vib wealbiog | ta 


r 
Pee 


ion a Terence min ni ishw Ni 


fahity bts ima“ *\ noua, ak 
. rene intake ld fevreny 4 sid 
batt fiaruedient wt “ian a wh ise 
Mek fabrs Hy Homeerny syovi lene 
cenit ae To ebooet yuiqieay oft 
‘y ate , 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1083 


plicity with a view to its effect upon the life. His experience as a lawyer had taught him 
patience with details and service in the’school soon gave him the grace of reputation. His 
power as a preacher may be summarized in the statement that people believe his heart was 
in his preaching, and that his life was behind it. He excelled in exhortations; he could 
reprove without scolding, so that while persons might go away aggrieved or angry, they 
would come again the next time he preached. In speech and manner Dr. Johnson was a 
model in the pulpit. His English was pure, his utterance distinct and his pronunciation 
unusually correct. He was a good reader of Seripture, and this arose from the fact that he 
never attempted to ‘‘render” the lesson or the hymn. He read it distinctly, reverently, and as 
a part of the worship of the sanctuary. He was gifted in prayer; knowing well the language 
of Zion, he used it freely, humbly, and with a sense of the divine presence; following in this 
the example of the fathers who loved God with respect, rather than with the easy familiarity 
which is more common now. His singing was with melting tenderness and power. ‘+ Dr. 
Johnson used to sing that ’” is, among those who knew~ him well, a remark which seldom 
fails to be followed by moistening eyes and a silence that speaks. Dr. Johnson was a dele- 
gate to every general conference from 1866 to 1886, In this high eourt of the church his 
influence was felt whenever work was to be done. He was a good committeeman, patient. 
prompt and exact. Well-read in church history, and thoroughly acquainted with the rules 
of deliberative bodies, he yet forebore to pester the chair with points of order, and made no 
needless display of, learning in the subtleties of the previous questions. He was a bad 
man for a vaporing orator to make a mistake before. He heard a great deal and always 
accurately. There are good judges who think that in his encounter with Bishop MecTyeire. 
at the general conference of IS74, he rather made than lost reputation. Dr. Johnson was 
better known to the church, however, as a teacher and college president. In this capacity 
his life and work stand out in a broad and instructive light. To this result nothing probably 
contributed more than the fact that while devoted to Lis profession, he never degenerated 
into the mere keeper of a school. He realized that he was a citizen and minister of the 
gospel, as well as a teacher. 

As a citizen he was recognized as the man for emergencies. If a fire occurred in town, 
or an epidemic threatened, he came to the front with that common consent which is always 
accorded to the man who at such times knows what to do and has the courage to do it. At 
one time a short crop caused much distress among the farmers of the vicinity, and engen- 
dered a spirit of discontent which threatened open violence to our merchants. At the request of 
prominent citizens Dr. Johnson went down to the courthouse and addressed the malcontents 
so wisely and candidly that better counsels prevailed and the trouble shortly subsided. In 
all movements for the publie good his counsel was sought and a liberal contribution in both 
service and money expected from him. While therefore Le was sometimes openly denouneed 
on the streets for vigorons measnres which the management of his school required, he 
seldom failed in the long run to command the sympathy of his fellow-eitizens. As an 
instructor Dr. Johnson excelled in the number of things he could do well. He was profi 
cient in every department of work in the college and at different times taught with marked 
success the entire course in English, mathematics and the classics. He knew therefore 
what to expect of both teachers and pupils. His recitation-room was full of life. He loved 
to bring ont a slow elass or a dull scholar. Thoroughness everywhere was bis own rule, and 
he had no patience with half work on the part of others. 

That which makes Dr. Johnson’s life a procession of our common Methodism is not the 
magnitude of his work alone, but the spirit in which it was accomplished. ‘*When you 
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have been dead ten years, you will be a great man,”’ a friend said to him on one occasion. 
“T care little for that,’’ was the reply, ‘‘if onky my work survives.’’ Dr. Johnson died well. 
When Bishop Galloway announced that the end was near, he put his arms about the Bishop’s 
neck and said, ‘I am ready, my preparations were made long ago.” It was not so easy at 
first to believe that he died at the right time, but there is an economy of Providence which 
prepares work for the workman, as well as workman for the work. While that which he 
lived to finish will inspire other workers, its very incompleteness lays the ability of the 
church under obligations which are sacred. Many hands must take up the burden which he 
laid down, and Whitworth college must become a true seminary of schools. ‘‘I never pass 
the ‘institute’ at Whitworth college,” says a writer in one of our adyoeates, ‘‘and see upon 
the cornerstone the inscription ‘founded by H. F. Johnson,’ that I do not want to read it, 
‘founded on H. F. Johnson; for beneath that honored institution as a pledge of God's 
blessing and the favor of the church lies a noble, consecrated life, one which will count 
for more, as the years pass by, than all his other offerings for the cause of Christian educa- 
tion. Such alife can not but be ‘fruitful of further thought and deed.’ Already in our 
own state signs of a rich harvest appear.” 

Joseph A. Johnson, sheriff and tax collector of Monroe county, Miss., was born near 
Amory, -in this county, in 1851, a son of Col. Joseph A. and Wilmoth (Malone) Johnson. 
The parents were born in Maury county, Tenn., and Monroe county, Miss., respectively, and 
spent the most of their lives in the latter county. The father was a well-to-do planter, and 

‘mostly a selfmade man. In 1862 he joined a company as captain, which he commanded for 
some time, after which he was made leutenant-colonel, and fought in all the prominent 
engagements in Mississippi and Tennessee. After the war he resumed farming and died in 
1881, while treasurer of Monroe county, being elected to that office in 1879. He was a 
member of the Christian church and from a young man was always a prominent church 
worker. He was an active and well-Enown democrat and politician, and a frequent delegate 
to the different conventions. He had the highest regard of the community in which he lived. 
Grandfather Malone came from Georgia to Monroe county very early in life, and died before 
our subject was born, his widow surviving him until 1564. Mr. Malone was one of the first 
settlers of this county. He began working for himself at the age of sixteenasaclerk. He 
was married in 1876 to Eugenia, a daughter of Thompson and Paulina Gregory, natives of 
South Carolina, whence they came to Monroe county about 1857, Mr. Gregory dying there in 
1869. His wife is still living and a member of the Baptist church. Joseph A. Johnson 
farmed until he was appointed deputy sheriff in 1883, and after serving his country in this 
capacity for six years he was elected to an official position, the office of sheriff in 1889. He 
is an Odd Fellow and a member of the Knights of Honor. Both he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Christian church, 

Col. J. M. Johnson, planter and merchant, Acona, Miss., owns about two thousand 
acres of land, with five hundred acres under cultivation, and his principal crops are cotton 
and corn. He is progressive and industrious and in everything connected with his farm he 
displays excellent judgment and thoroughness, qualities which cannot fail of suecess. He 
was born in Mississippi in December, 1829, and his father, Hon. Stephen Johnson, was a 
native of Tennessee, as was also his grandfather Johnson. The father was born in February, 
1806, and died in the same month, in 1583. He came to Mississippi when a child, was 
reared and educated in that state, and was there married to Miss EF. Humphrey, who died in 
March, 1840), leaving four children, as follows: Col. J. M., Mary, Emily and Martha. Mr. 
Johnson’s second marriage occurred in 1840, to Miss Hampton, and eight children were the 
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result of this union: John H. (deceased), Is. L. (deceased), Laura E., Helen (deceased), Henry 
E. (deceased), W. T., S. A., W. C. and Elmira. The father was a planter by occupation 
and the last thirty years of his life he wasa local minister. He was at one time state senator 
from Carroll county. He was a member of the Grange and took a great interest in that 
organization. Col. J. M. Johnson, the eldest in order of birth of the children born to his 
father’s first union, grew to manhood and secured a liberal education in the schools of his 
native county... In 1854 he was wedded to Miss Louisa Lipscomb, and eight children were 
the fruits of this marriage: Mary A., Martha E., Emma (deceased), J. M., R. P., W. J. 
Annie L. and P. A. Mrs. Johnson was born in Georgia and her mother was also a native of 
that state; the latter died in 1872. Mr. Lipscomb was a native Virginian and died in 1852. 
Colonel Johnson sympathized warmly with the Southern states during the Civil war and in 
February, 1862, he enlisted in company A, Thirtieth regiment under the command of Colonel 
Neal. He participated in the battles of Perryville, Ky., Murfreesboro, Lookout Mountain, 
Missionary Ridge, Chickamauga, Tenn., those around Atlanta, Jonesboro, Ga., and Franklin, 
Tenn. Atthe latter place he was severely wounded and taken prisoner and sent to Fort 
Delaware, and was released as prisoner July, 1865. At the time of enlistment he was chosen 
captain and served in that capacity until the spring of 1863, when he was promoted to the 
office of lieutenant-colonel, serving in that position until taken prisoner. After returning 
home he engaged in planting and merchandising, which he has continued up to the present 
time. He is a Mason, having joined Mount Moriah lodge No. 86, in 1852, and has been 
master of the lodge at different times for several years. 

Dr. Marmaduke C. Johnson (deceased). The career of this gentleman is but another 
example of what energy, industry and perseverance, when intelligently applied, will accom- 
plish, for all his enterprises resulted most satisfactorily. He was born in Fairfax county, 
Va., about 1820, his paronts, Edward and Mary Johnson, being also born there and there 
spending their lives on a farm. Dr. Johnson was educated in Washington, D. C., and was 
graduated in medicine from an institution of that city. After practicing for some time in 
Virginia he went to Point Coupee parish, La., this being about the year 1850, but he soon 
removed to Concordia parish. This parish was at that time dotted with swamps, and as Dr. 
Johnson’s health was slowly but surely failing him he was urged by his friends in Franklin 
county, Miss., to locate here, which he did about the year 1853. He at once entered upon a 
very snecessful career, and as he was fitted by study and experience for asuperior physician 
and surgeon he soon gathered around him a very large patronage. His first few thousand 
dollars was earned from his practice, and with this he began speculating in cotton. His 
undertakings resulted very fortunately for him, for he was shrewd and farseeing, and at 
the time of his death he was one of the wealthiest and’ most successful men in southwest 
Mississippi. Soon after his marriage, which occurred in 1805 and was to Miss Sophia 
Smith, he located in the southwest part of Franklin county on what was known as Turner's 
plantation, sixteen miles east of Natchez, and there he made his permanent home, prac- 
ticing his profession for ten or twelve years prior to his death, then devoting his attention 
to the management of his immense estate. He died on January 23, 1887, leaving an estate 
worth about $125,000, his land amounting to seven thousand acres, all of which was in one 
tract. He was also a very active politician, and for the eminent services he rendered his 
party and forthe sound judgment, practical ability and qualities of leadership that he dis- 
played he was elected to the lower house of the state Jegislature in the session of 1882 and 
also in the following session. He was a prominent member of Solomon B. Stampley lodge 


No. 222, of the A. F. & A. M., and was one of the warm admirers and supporters of the 
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order. He left no issue, but his widow is a Fesident of the home plantation, which she man- 
‘ages very judiciously. She is a daughter of John and Ann (Brown) Smith, the former of 
whom was born io Ireland, coming when a youag mito to the United States. He was mar- 
ried in Georgia, in which state his wife was bora, and about IS19 came to Franklin county 
and located ngar where his daughter, Mrs. Johnson, is now residing. When the latter was 
a child she was left fatherless, her mother afterward marrying John Ray, and died in 
Natchez in 1861. She bore her husband, Mr. Smith, three daughters: Martha, widow of 
Jeremiah Mock; Sarah, wife of Silas Wells Stockwell, and Mrs. Johason. 

S. E. Johnson was born in Alabama in 1825, and emigrated from that state to Clarke 
county, Miss.. in the year 1857. He was united in marriage to Miss M. FE. Dial, of Sumter 
county, Ala., in IS46. He was a farmer by vocation all his life, and died in Mississippi in 
1861, Mrs. Johnson yet surviving him in that state at the age of sixty-four. J. E. Johnson, 
a son of the above, and the subject of this sketch, was born on the 1Sth day of September, 
1847, in Sumter county, Ala., and came to Clarke county, Miss., with his parents. He 
never had any but moderate advantages for his education, as he went to work on his own 
account at the age of fifteen years, the family being dependent upon ‘him, at that time for 
support. He enlisted in the Fourteenth Mississippi regiment in 1864, and served in various 
capacities till the close of the war. After the end of the great struggle, he engaged in mer- 
eantile pursuits as a clerk, later going into merchandising on his own account, in which he 
continued for four years, and then engaged in agricaltural pursuits. In 1884 he gave his 
whole attention to the merchant-mill business in De Soto, Clarke county, Miss. He sold out 
here, and removed to Pachuta, Clarke county, Miss., in 1889. Mr. Johnson has sueceeded 
here also, being one of the leading men in that business in south Mississippi. He buys and 
sells feed, grain, ete., and his business is extending into the adjoining counties. His grist- 
mill has a capacity for grinding thirty bushels vf grain per hour, or two hundred and fifty 
bushels per day, and his gin, which is connected with it, has a capacity of fifteen bales of 
cotton per day. Mr. Johnson was married in 1868 to Miss Emma E. McGowan, a daughter 
of Robert McGowan, of Clarke eounty, Miss., who was once a native of Lowndes county, 
Miss. Considering the newness of the town in which he lives, Mr. Johnson is a marked 
success. He is a Mason in good and regular standing, and is a member of the Methodist 
church, as is also Mrs. Johnson. 

Samuel J. Johnson, Esq. Among the names of the business men of Ellisville, Miss., none _ 
is more popular or more worthy here than that of Mr. Samuel J. Johnson. Tuis gentleman 
was born in Henry county, Ala., September 18, 1857. Heis the son of William R. and Nar- 
cissus (Deason) Johnson, who settled in Mississippi in 1860. They were the parents of six 
other children: Elizabeth, William R., Araminta, Butley, Lela and David B. Mr. Johuson 
was obliged at a very early age to take up the bard battle of life. When he was twelve years 
old he found employment in a sawmill at fifty cents per day, in which he contined for two 
years. Afterward he found an opportunity to attend school for a time, and being deter- 
mined to make the best of his opportunities his progress was very rapid until his money was 
exhausted, and he was obliged to goto work again. He was taken into the store of Lis former 
employers—the Winchester Mill company, the active manager of whose interests was Benja- 
min Meador—at a salary of 50 a year. and board. He continued in this position, faithfully 
performing the duties devolving upon him, until he had obtained sufticient money to again 
warrant him in entering school. His next employment was in the store of Jobn O' Donnell, 
of Waynesboro, Miss., his salary being $100 per year, in addition to his board. About one 
and one half years later he left Mr. O'Donnell and went to work in a commissary for J. R. 
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Hood & Co., near Winchester, at a salary of $25 a month. At the expiration of another 
year and a half he had saved about $100. With this money, in 1876, in partnership with 
Charles Smith, he engaged, on a small seale, in the mannfacture of turpentine, near Win- 
chester. In 1S78 he formed a copartnership with S. T. Taylor, and opened a general mer 
chandise store at old Ellisville, Miss. In IS880 Mr. Johnson went to Paulding, Miss., and 
opened another store, of which he took charge, still retaining bis business at old Ellisville, 
which he had placed under the management of B. Du Bose. In 1881 Du Bose and Taylor 
purehased his interest in Ellisville store at old Ellisville, and about the same time Mr. 
Johnson acquired Mr. Taylor's interest in the establishment at Paulding, for which he paid 
$5,400. In 1883 he established a store and gristmill and cottongin at Waynesboro, which 
he took under his personal management, leaving his brother, David B. Johnson, in charge 
of his store at Paulding. In 188+ his mill and gin were burned, with no insurance, and in 
January, 1885, he sold his store there and removed to Ellisville, where, in the following 
February, he opened his present business, which he has continued with great success ever 
since. In 1886 he closed out his enterprise at Paulding and moved his stock of goods to 
this place, thus consolidating all of his business interests here. In the following year he 
purchased a large tract of pine timber and other land, and engaged quite extensively in the 
turpentine business, which, under his careful and energetic management, has become very 
popular. Mr. Johnson’s success is an evidence of what may he accomplished by diligent 
labor and strict attention to business, and it has marked him as exceedingly enterprising and 
as a wide-awake man, and won for him the esteem and approbation of all who know him. He 
was married in Scott county, Miss., October 12, 1882, to Susie B., a daughter of James M. 
and Elizabeth (Franks) Gann. Mrs. Johnson was born in Alabama January 16, IS64. 
They are the parents of three children: Mabel C., born January 22, 1886; Joseph E., born 
March 28, 1888; James G., born April 2, 1890. Mr. Johnson is a member of the Knights 
of Pythias, and he and his wife are identified with the Methodist Episcopal Church 
Sonth, upon the services of which his entire family are attendants. Mrs. Johnson's 
father was a Methodist minister. He had been preaching some forty years, and died at 
Poplarville, Miss., August 21, 1891. at the good old age of seventy-one years. He was well 
known throughout south Mississippi. 

Samuel M. Johnson’s father, Col. B. W. Johnson, was a native of Virginia, as was also the 
grandfather, who served in the Revoluntionary war. Colonel Johnson was reared to man- 
hood in his native state and when a young man went to South Carolina, where he was mar- 
ried to a Miss Ottison, who wasa native of that state. After his marriage the Colonel settled 
in Alabama, resided there a number of years, and then in 1837 moved to Mississippi, set- 
tling in Neshoba county. He there followed farming until 1S42, and then moved to Leake 
county, where he was among the pioneers. He located near Walnut Grove, became one of 
the best farmers in the county and accumulated considerable property. There he reared his 
family and there his death occurred about 1870. His wife died about four years later. Mr. 
Johnson was an active member of the Methodist church. Of the eight children born to this 
union, four sons and four daughters, all of whom grew to mature years, only our subject, a 
brother and sister are now living. The brother, J. S. Johnson, is a farmer of Leake county 
and the sister, V. A., is the wife of R. B. Cooper, a farmer also of this county. Samuel M. 
Johnson became familiar with the duties of the farm at an early age and was reared in 
Leake county. He there met and married, first in 1562, Miss Rosalie J. Richmond, a native 
of Leake county and the danghter of Samuel and O. S. Richmond. Mrs. Johnson died in 
1862 leaving four children, three sons and one daughter. Tn 1865 Mr. Jobnson married 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Lindsay, of Carthage, a daughter of M. J. Watson. Mrs. Johnson was born 
in Alabama and was reared partly there and ‘partly in Mississippi. After his first marriage 
Mr. Johnson settled where he now resides, opened a farm, built and improved his place, 
and although he had started out to fight life’s battles for himself empty handed he had accu- 
mulated quite a competency up to the breaking out of the war. After that eventful period 
he commenced anew and is now the owner of three hundred acres of land with one hundred 
and twenty acres open land fenced. He has comfortable buildings, and everything about the 
place is in superior order. He is one of the best farmers in the county and not only that 
but he is held in the highest estimation as a citizen and neighbor. His word is as good as his 
bond. In the spring of 1862 Mr. Johnson enlisted in the Twenty-seventh Mississippi infan- 
try as private, was promoted to sergeant and served until the close in the Tennessee army. 
He participated in the fights at Munfordsville, Perryville, Murfreesboro, and from Chatta- 
nooga to Atlanta, Franklin, Nashville, and afterward in Mississippi and Virginia. He sur- 
rendered, with General Lee, on April 9, 1865, and then returned to Leake county, where he 
resumed farming. He takes no part in politics, and is not an office seeker. His children are 
named as follows: R. W., a resident of Walnut Grove; Nancy R. (deceased), was married; 
R. C., married and engaged in farming here; Mollie, wife of Dr. J. E. Golden, and Allen, 
merchant at Walnut Grove. These children were born to his first union, and the following 
child is the result of the second marriage: Elizabeth O. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and the 
family are members of the Methodist church, in which Mr. Johnson has been steward for 
twenty years. He is a Master mason. 

Hon. William Johnson, deceased, one of the county’s most worthy citizens, was born in 
Nashville, Tenn., June 2, 1792, and was the son of Isaac Johnson and Mary Dunohan, natives 
of southern Virginia. The half brotber of Isaac, Henry Johnson, was the father of Cave 
Johnson, a very prominent Tennesseean, who was postmaster-general in President Polk’s 
cabinet. ‘lo Isaac and Mary were born alarge family. Joseph, the eldest son, was the first 
president of the West Feliciana railroad and was a representative in the Mississippi legislature 
when that body drafted the first constitution of the state. He was also the clerk of the court at 
Woodville, and also at Pinckneyville and was very prominent in political matters, possessing a 
fine intellect and great personal magnetism and being unusually well informed. He was a very 
successful and a very extensive planter. He was married to Miss Rachel N. Dillahunty, in 
Nashville, and resided in this county until his death. He left a large estate, having owned 
several large plantations and held a large amount of stock in the railroad and in the railroad 
bank. He left no children. His death occurred in 1848 at the age of seventy-two years. 
He was buried with impressive ceremonies in the rites of the Masonic order. His wife died 
in 1844. “Henry Johnson, the next son, was governor of Louisiana from 1824 to 1828 and 
helped to frame the constitution of that state. He was United States senator three terms 
and a member three times of the house of representatives of the United States. He first 
came to Mississippi but immediately moved to Louisiana, when he practiced his profession of 
the law in the Attakapas country. Later he practiced at Donaldsonville, La. He purchased 
a large tract of land and at times lived on this place but spent much of his time at his bean- 
tiful home in New Orleans. His wife was Miss Elizabeth Key, whom he married in Wash 
ington, D. C., while there as senator. She was a native of Georgetown, near Washington, 
D. C. Henry Johnson possessed a wonderful memory, extraordinary perception, was logical, 
brilliant, witty, and an extemporaneous speaker of surprising skill, readiness and power and 
was the peer of any lawyer he ever encountered. He gave the deciding vote that brought 
Texas into the Union. He was intimately connected with the political affairs of the day, 
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state and national, and did much tp perpetuate the foundational principles of the govern- 
ment. He died leaving no cbildren, though two were born, a son and a daughter, but both 
died in youth. His wife died in July, 1861. He died in 1864, aged eighty-one years. 
They were members of the Episcopal church, and he was a vestryman of Bishop (after. 
ward General) Polk’s church in New Orleans, while living in that city. He was governor 
of Louisiana when the Marquis de la Fayette visited the United States, and entertained the 
nation’s distinguished guest at hishome. Isaac, the next son, graduated at Chapel Hill and 
died soon after his return home. William was educated in Lexington, Ky., Transylvania 
college, where he graduated in 1816. He returned to Wilkinson county and later was clerk 
of the court, and took a lively partin politics as a leading whig. He was with General Jack- 
son in the Indian wars. While he was attending school there was a eall for soldiers, and 
Dr. Gideon Blackburn with all his scholars joined the army of Jackson, and participated in 
two of the very prominent battles fought in [S14 with the Indians. Afterward all returned 
to college save two, who perished in the field. William was admitted to the bar at Wood 
ville, Miss., where he practiced until 1829. He was intimately associated, as a law partner, 
with Nolnar Whitehead and Judge Child, and all of them were leading attorneys, who 
were located at Woodville. Going to Pinckneyville from Woodville he retired from his prac- 
tice and engaged in planting until his death in 1854, at the age of sixty-two years. He was 
a believer of the Presbyterian faith and a supporter of that church. He was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Randolph, the daughter of Edward and Mary (Coleman) Randolph, who 
were natives of Georgia and North Carolina, respectively, and were very early settlers in 
the Pinckneyville neighborhood, locating there about 1790. They were the most prominent 
people of that place. Edward Randolph donated large sums to the Presbyterian and 
the Methodist Episcopal churches, and to the Pinckneyville academy, which was char- 
tered in 1815. He also built a hotel for the accommodation of the traveling public, and in 
many other public enterprises stood always ready to assist, when not at the head. He entered 
large tracts of government land and amassed a comfortable forture. His mother was Miss 
Mary Bacon, of Augusta, Ga. James Coleman, father of Mary Coleman, was killed in one of 
the Indian battles near Natchez, Adams county, and was left on the battlefield. Elizabeth, 
the second child born to Isaac and Mary Jobnson, was reared and educated at Nashville. 
Sarah, the third child, was educated in Nashville, and married William Dillahunty, a planter, 
by whom she had three children; she died in middle age. Rebecca, the seventh child, 
married Isaac Williams and both are deceased. They had one son, Daniel, who died in 
Texas, leaving a family of children. To William (the subject of this sketch) and wife were 
born eight children, six of whom lived to be grown: Mary E., the eldest daughter, became 
the wife of Thomas G. Stockett: she died August 1, 1884. Joseph, the next child, was edu- 
cated in Georgetown college, D. C., and reared a large family; he died in 1875. Sarah J. 
and Anne L. live at the old home place, which is known as the Glenwood plantation, and 
have not married; they carry on a large farm, and are noble, self-sacrificing women. 
Henry died at seven years of age. William, the next son, died in 1874 soon after returning 
from Georgetown college, where he had heen in attendance. Juliet became the wife of P. 
M. Stockett, a prominent planter of this county. He has a family of three sons living: 
William, Samuel and Thomas. A daughter was born, but died young. Isuac, the eldest 
son and child died at an early age. Mr. Johnson, the wife of William, died in 1883, at the 
age of eighty years. She was a lifelong member of the Presbyterian church, and most 
excellent woman. Isaac Johnson, the father of William, a soldier of the Revolution, was 
born in 1744, and died in 1832, at the age of eighty-eight years. Isaae Johnson with his 
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family immigrated to Mississippi in 1801 from Nashville, Teun, There is no more prominent 
family in the state than this one of the Johnsons. All have been useful, upright citizens 
whose high character and noble conduct have reflected upon their descendants and connec- 
tions the highest renown. 

Joseph Johnson (deceased), was a gentleman so well known that no special introduction 
need be given him to the people of this county or state. He was a native of this county, 
born January 8, 1823, and was the second of a family of two sons and four daughters born 
to William and Elizabeth (Randolph) Jolnson, natives respectively of ‘Tennessee and this 
county. William Johnson wasa prominent attorney at Woodville at one time,and later at Pinck- 
neyville, where he resided until his death. He was a successful planter and an excellent citi- 
zen. Henry Johnson, brother of William, was at one time governor of Louisiana. Joseph 
Johnson attained his majority in this county, and was educated at Georgetown, District of 
Columbia. He then attended the law school at New Orleans and was licensed to practice. 
His uncle, Joseph Johuson, one of this county’s most prominent citizens, possessing great 
wealth and being connected with the West Feliciana railroad as president for many years, in 
his will chose the subject of this memoir administrator, one-third of the property being 
willed to him. He settled the estate satisfactorily with all concerned. On returning to this 
county he gave up his profession and engaged in planting, settling at the present place in 
1848, at what is familiarly known as the Grove plantation, six miles south of Woodville, 
where he resided until his death. During the war he served as captain of the home guards, 
and participated in several sharp skirmishes. He did a great deal to control the lawless 
element. As a politician he took no special part, but was keenly intelligent and well posted 
on the affairs of the day. He was a member of the Masonic order, and died in middle life 
in the year 1874 before his powers began to wane. He was married in July, 1850, to Mary 
Stewart, a native of this county, born in 1830, the daughter of William Stewart and Frances 
M. Smith, natives of Tennessee and of this county respectively. William Stewart was born 
in 1793 in what is now Montgomery county, Tenn., and was one of a family of three sons 
and three daughters. His mother having died when the children were young, William, the 
eldest, came to what is now Wilkinson county and was reared by an aunt, Jane Stewart, 
who married a British officer, Capt. Jack Stewart. William Stewart was reared in this 
county and educated in Tennessee, after which he returned here and located near Wood- 
ville, and was prominently connected with the Planters’ bank, of which he was president 
for several years before his death. He carried on several plantations and was a man full of 
business tact, and had the highest confidence of the community. Frances M. Smith was 
born in April, 1798, in what is now Wilkinson county, and was the daughter of Capt. Peter 
Smith, a native of South Carolina who came to this territory among the first settlers, and 
was here married to Miss Anna Goodby, who was also probably a native of this territory. By 
this union were born three sons and three daughters, all of whom lived to be grown. 
Augustus, one son, participated in the battle of New Orleans, and soon after that was killed 
in a duel fought with a Mr. Willis, who at one time was his most intimate friend. The 
second child was the mother of Mrs. Johnson, Matilda F. Smith. The third was Judge C. 
P. Smith, a noted jurist of the state and a very talented gentleman. The fourth was Eliza 
Smith, who was educated in Woodville and was married to Dr. Edward Farish, and resided 
inthis county until her death. She died in middle age without issue. The fifth child, 
Ellen Smith, was educated in Woodville and married Henry Moore, by whom she had two 
children, all of whom are deceased. James, the sixth child, was killed by accident while 
out hunting. The members of this family were early settlers of this county and were 
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very prominently connected with its history. Matilda M. Smith attained her majority in 
the county, where she was married In ISIS to Mr. Stewart, by whom was born this family: 
Catherine J. Stewart, who became the wife of Judge C. C. Cage, a prominent lawyer and 
judge of this county at one time. Catherine died in 1857 leaving a family of six children: 
Peter Smith Stewart (who died at eleven years of age): James D. Stewart (who is now living 
in Jackson, Miss.): Nolan Stewart (who was killed during the late war by Jayhawkers). 
he married Mary J. Reneau, of French descent, and by her bad four children): Elizabeth 
Stewart (who became the wife of Dr. Robert L. Buck. of this county, and Jater moved to 
Jackson, Miss., where she died in 1888, aged sixty years, leaving a family of four daughters 
and two sons): Mrs. Mary S. Johnson (who became the wife of the subject of this sketch; 
Ellen (who was the wife of Hugh Connell of this county, where he was born and reared and 
to them were born five children; this lady died during the late war); and Caroline (who 
was the youngest child and was married to Jonah Hamilton, by whom she had two chil- 
dren; she died in 1861); the father of these childrén died in 1835, at the early age of 
forty-three years; the mother after his death married John M. Currier, M. D., of Massa- 
chusetts, who came to Mississippi to practice his profession, and throughout life was a bard 
student; by this union was born one son, John M., who died at the age of eleven years). 
Mrs. Mary Johnson is one of this county's noblest women. She was educated in Massa- 
chusetts, at Bradford, where she remained with her brother Nolan for two years and then 
returned to the home place. Here she was happily married and presented her husband with 
a fine family of eight children, who lived to be grown: William Stewart. who died June 10, 
1890, aged thirty-eight: Henry, who married and lives in this county, a prominent planter; 
Elizabeth, who is yet single and lives on an adjoining farm, which she superintends; Nolan, 
who lives in Washington county, Miss.; Joseph, who is married and resides in this county; 
Pinckney S., who lives in Washington county; James, also residing in Washington county 
Mary, who resides at home, a beautiful and accomplished lady. The residence in which 
the family reside is one of the finest in this county. It was completed just after the war, 
and is-a fine brick structure two and a half stories high and stands in a beautiful grove 
of beach, maple and magnolia. Mr. Johnson was a man of much prominence and worth 
and no citizen of the county or state stands higher than the members of his family. Mrs. 
Johnson resides on the home place and she and her accomplished daughter, Mary, success- 
fully snperintend the large plantation. 


Col. William B. Johnson, planter, Courtland, Miss. Owing to the fertility of the soil 
in Panola county, Miss., and by energy, industry and perseverance, Colonel Johnson has 
become one of the wealthy farmers of this section. He was born in Dallas county, Ala., on 
the 19th of May, 1821, and was the younger of tavo children born to Littleton and [Eliza 
(Beryman) Johnson, natives of Virginia. The father moved to Alabama and became very 
wealthy. Col. Wilham B. Johnson passed bis youthful days on his father’s farm in Alabama, 
but received his education in the North, graduating in law at New Haven, Conn. He then 
began practiciug his profession %t Oxford, Miss., and later became quite prominent as a 
political man, serving in the legislature in 1854, and again in 1856.) Farming has been bis 
principal occupation through life, and he is now the owner of one thousand acres of excellent 
land with six hundred acres under cultivation. He is wideawake and thoroughgoing, and 
is alive to all improved methods. The Colonel was married in 1843 to Miss Laura Allen, a 
native of North Carolina and the daughter of Col. Henry Allen, also of the Old North 
state. Colonel Allen was quite prominent in the polities of his county, and was president of 
the police court of both Panola and Marshall counties for a number of years. Colonel and 
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Mrs. Johnson’s union has been blessed by the birth of three children: Clarence L., H. M. and 
Laura. In 1861 Colonel Johnson enlisted im company I, Thirty-third Mississippi regiment of 
infantry, and went out as captain, which rank he held until cessation of hostilities. He was 
a brave and gallant officer, and served the Southern cause faithfully and well. He partici- 
pated in the following engagements: Corinth, Vicksburg and Midward’s depot. After the 
war closed he returned to the farm and has been a private citizen ever since. He was iu the 
last whig convention held in the state, and now be affiliates with the democratic party and is 
a strong supporter of the same. He issocial and pleasant, fond of jokes, and is not wanting 
in friends; is enterprising to a degree, and is ever ready to assist any scheme that has for 
its aim the upbuilding of the county. 

Dr. Wirt Johnston, since attaining manhood, has devoted his life to the highest tem- 
poral mission among men, a combat with disease and death, and his efficiency, skill and sig- 
nal success in this calling are well known. He was born at Raymond, Miss., in 1546, the 
younger of two children born to Amos R. and Harriet N. (Battle) Johuston, a sketch of whom 
appears elsewhere in this work. Dr. Johnston received his initiatory training in the com- 
mon schools, but at the early age of fifteen years he dropped his books to take up arms in 
defense of the Confederate cause, becoming a member of company A., First Mississippi 
artillery. While serving in Mississippi he was in the battles of Chickasaw Bayou, Champion’s 
Hill, Black River bridge, and the siege of Vicksburg. After being exchanged he was in the 
Army of Tennessee for a time, after which he was in Mississippi until the surrender. He 
was discharged from the service at Jackson, and immediately secured employment in a drug 
store, at the same time commencing the study of medicine, for which he seemed to have a 
decided taste and a natural aptitude. He pursued his medical studies in the Jefferson Medical 
college, of Philadelphia, Penn., for some time, and from this institution he was graduated as 
an M. D. in 1868. After spending a short time in Jackson he went to Tchula, Holmes 
county, Miss., where he was located, and successfully practiced his profession until 1873, 
when he returned to Jackson, and here has since resided. Here he immediately entered into 
a large and lucrative practice, and has been absorbed day and night in a profession which is 
perhaps the most trying on brain and body of any in the field of science. His reading in 
medical literature, and his practice, are abreast of the day, and he keeps in continuous touch 
with all forms of current thought, scientific, political and literary. He is a member and an 
ex-president of the State Medical association, and is secretary and executive officer of the state 
board of health. In 1879, when the national board of health was organized, he was an 
inspector. -He is an ex-president of the Sanitary council of the Mississippi valley; was for 
years a trustee of the Lunatic asylum and Blind institute; is a local surgeon of the Illinois 
Central and Alabama & Vicksburg railroads, and is physician for the state penitentiary and 
the Deaf and Dumb institute. In 1882 he presided over the quarantine conference of the 
gulf states, held in New Orleans. He is an ardent friend and promoter of all worthy enter- 
prises, and his zeal and influence in everything affecting the general weal have given him a 
wide and popular reputation far beyond the limits of tle state in which he resides, and 
being a most courteous and agreeable gentleman, he has many warm personal friends, 
among the most distinguished in the South; and in one respect his reputation extends 
throughout the length and breadth of the country. Speaking in 1S8S of the yellow fever 
epidemic and its panics, the Medical Standard (Chicago) called attention to the good influence 
which a skilled sanitarian can exert in a public panic, as shown by the rapidity with which 
health officers had checked the yellow fever panic, and lent their aid to suffering humanity 
at different points. Commenting on this article, the Chicago Daily News mentioned Dr. 
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Cochran, the state health officer of Alabama, and Dr. Thornton of Memphis, adding: “Dr. 
Wirt Johnston, secretary of the Mississippi state board of health, is another of these heroes. 
He has remained immured in Jackson in personal charge of the plague-smitten capital; and, 
like his brother officer in Alabama, he has instituted and enforced measures of isolation 
and other sanitary precautions which have insured the safety of the rest of the state. It is 
largely to the efforts of these two officials, Drs. Johnston and Cochran, that yellow fever 
has been prevented from spreading as an epidemic throughout Alabama and Mis- 
sissippi.” In the annual report of the Mississippi state board of health to the legisla- 
ture of the state of Mississippi for the years I8S7S—0, the president, in his report to the 
governor, said: ‘‘ Circulars, letters, telegrams, instructions and advice in every shape and 
form were forwarded to every local board in the state by Dr. Johnston, the secretary and 
executive officer of our board. He never tired in his arduous duties for the weal of our 
people. Even after the fever had attacked the city of Jackson, his mind never forgot the 
suffering and needs elsewhere, but wherever and whenever assistunce, counsel or attention 
was needed, he at once gave it attention. Too much praise can not be accorded him.’* The 
press of the entire South has repeated these sentiments in one form or another. The Doctor 
was married in 1876 to Miss Mary M. Barrows, a daughter of D. N. Barrows, whose 
sketch appears in this work, but their union has not been blessed in the birth of any chil- 
dren. Mrs. Johnston is a member of the Presbyterian church, and the Doctor is a member 
of the A. F. & A. M., in which he ts a Knight Templar, and the A. L. of H. 

H. Johnston, president of the Tombigbee Cotton mills, at Columbus, Miss., was born 
in Winchester, Frederick county, Va., January 7, 1815, a son of Atwell and Rhoda (Fry) 
Johnston, who were also natives of the Old Dominion. Launcelot Johnston, the paternal 
grandfather, was also a Virginian by birth and of Scotch-Irish descent. He was a soldier 
in the war, with General Harrison, was a farmer by occupation, and died in the state of his 
birth. Atwell Johnston was also a farmer, and was ealled from life in Virginia, January 2, 
1825, his wife having passed from life there September 10, 1518. Their union resulted in 
the birth of four children, two sons and two daughters, H. Johnston, the subject of this 
sketch, being the only surviving member of the family. Until he reached the age of thirteen 
years his life was spent on a plantation, but his advantages for acquiring an education up to 
that time were very meager, amounting to only about six months’ schooling in all. In his 
youth he learned the tailor’s trade, which he followed until 1866. In 1836 he gave up this 
calling for the purpose of fighting Indians, and for his three months’ service in Florida, 
under Gen. Winfield Scott, he received $26.25. In October, 1836, he came to Columbus 
Miss.. and began following his trade, in connection with dealing in gentlemen’s furnishing 
goods, aud these two callings were successfully carried on until 1866, when he retired from 
active life, and has since lived so, enjoying the fruits of his early industry. He has always 
been one of the foremost citizens in the county, interested in all worthy movements, many of 
which he has helped to bring to a successful issue. He is well posted in all the current issues 
of the day, and has, at all times, expressed his views freely. He was Married November 11, 
1838, to Miss Mary A. Ikard, a native of Tennessee, by whom he has nine children: Charles 
A., Harrison R., Angusta L., Eloise, Toby W., Samuel B., Juanita, Eula and William. 
Mrs. Johnston is a member of the Christian chureb. 

J. C. Johnston, Friar’s Point, Miss., is the elder of two children born to Oliver H. 
and Medora J. (Peyton) Johnston, his birth occurring in Hinds county, Miss., in 1849, and 
is a representative of one of the prominent families of the country. The parents were 
natives of Kentucky and Tennessee respectively, and the father emigrated from his native 
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state to Hinds county, Miss., in 1847. He became quite au extensive planter of that county, 
and made his home there until 1851, when hé moved to Copiah county, of the same state. 
There, in connection with planting he carried on merchandising until the breaking out of 
the war, when be organized a company for the Confederate army. In IS61 he was elected 
captain of company K, third Mississippi regiment, and led his company in every battle 
and skirmish in which the regiment was engaged until at New Hope church, just before 
reaching Atlanta, on May 31, 1864, when he was wounded. His wound did not immedi- 
_ately prove fatal, but he died from the effects of it on April 2, 1879, spending the inter- 
vening time in study and reading. He wasaman of education and learning and was thor- 
oughly posted on business affairs. He was rather tall and slender, hair almost blue-black 
and eyes also very dark. He was a member of the Presbyterian church, and the mother, 
who now resides with her son J. C., is a member of the same church. J. C. Johnston was 
reared on the farm and attended the Cumberland university of Tennessee, from which he 
graduated in 1872. He subsequently engaged in the newspaper business at Hazlehurst, 
and for six years was editor and proprietor of the Copiahan. In 1878 he was appointed 
assistant land clerk in the auditor’s oftice at Jackson, Miss.; held that position for six 
months, and was thea made land clerk for one year. Later he was made veneral book- 
keeper: filled that position for one year, and was then appointed deputy auditor, which 
position he held for six years, when he was obliged to resign onaccount of illhealth. After 
this he traveled for eighteen months and fully regained his health. In the fall of 1889 he, 
with others, organized the Bank of Friar’s Point, which was opened on March 4, 1890, and 
of which he was made cashier. This position he has held since. He has always been quite 
active in political affairs of the county, held the position of secretary of the democratic com- 
mittee, and has been a delegate to the state conventions for fifteen years. Mr. Johnston is a 
man of superior business capacity, and he is now holding a position to which he is eminentiy 
fitted. The Bank of Friar’s Point, after one year under his management, has made a most 
creditable showing in the way of profits. It lias a paid-up capital of 850,000, and is one of 
the soundest institutions in the state. Mr. Jobnston was married in 1878 to Miss Emma 
Goodhar, a native of Lebanon, Tenn., and to them have been born two children: Oscar and 
Alvan. Mrs. Johnston is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Socially Mr. John- 
ston is a member of the Knights of Honor and Knights of Pythias orders. 

Capt. James S. Johnston is a man of more than ordinary intelligence, energy and force 
of character, and for his many acts of charity, deeds of kindness and for the upright aud 
honorable career he has led, he is held in universal respect and esteem. His life has been 
a rather uneventful one, but while he has continued to pursue the even tenor of his way, he 
has been a deep reader and thinker, and every important question of the day is given his 
earnest attention. He is a true Southerner in every sense of the word, his birth oceur- 
ring in Richmond, Va, on January 24, 1805, but is of Scotch lineage, his grandfather, 
Peter Johuston, being a native of the land of the thistles and oatmeal. The latter 
emigrated to America’ while it was still subject to Great Britain, and during the Revoln- 
tionary period was a strong sympathizer with the colonists. His eldest son, Peter, father 
of Gen. Joseph EK. Johnston, was an officer in the continental army, serving as first lieu- 
tenant in Light Horse Harry Lee's legion. Charles Johuston, his third son, and father 
of Capt. James 5. Johnston, grew to mature years in his native state, Virginia, and during 
the administration of George Washington he was taken prisoner by the fndians on the Ohio 
river and was held a captive for several years. Being a man of intelligence and of quick 
perception he made the most of his opportunities while with them, learned their habits, their 
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modes of warfare, and, after he had made hts escape, the opportunity for which he was always 
waiting and watching, he was interviewed by Presideut Washington, who wished to learn the 
disposition, strength and force of the hostile tribes. He afterward wrote and published a 
book of his adventures, entitled “ Johnston’s Indian Narratives,” which was a work of con- 
siderable note. The information furnished by him led to the adoption of the plan of Craw- 
ford’s and Wayne’s campaigns against those tribes. After following the life of a merchant 
in Richmond for some time he removed to Lynehburg, where he followed the same calling, 
but also embarked in the banking business, and by bis superiority as a financier he succeeded 
in accumulating a large sbare of this world’s goods. He died at the Botetourt springs in 
the year 1833, leaving a very finely improved property which he had accumulated by his own 
exertions. He was married twice, first toa Miss Pickett, a relative of General Pickett, and 
“afterward to Miss Elizabeth Prentiss Steptoe, a daughter of James Steptoe, a well-to-do 
farmer, and for forty years, continuously, clerk of Bedford county, mention of whom is made 
in Wirt’s life of Patrick Henry. The first union was blessed in the birth of two sous and 
one daughter, who married Thomas M. Ambler, of Fauquier, a nephew of Chief Justice 
Marshall, and by his last wife, who died in 1S19, he became the father of four sons and three 
daughters. Capt. James S. Johnston is the eldest son of the last marriage, and his brothers 
and sisters are as follows: Julius D. was an attorney of St. Louis, Mo., but while there he 
married a Catholic lady, and after her decease he became a priest, remained connected with 
that church in St. Louis, but died in Cincinnati, Ohio; Frederick is a lawyer at Salem, Va., 
was clerk of the circuit court for twenty odd years previous to being admitted to the bar, aud 
is now in the active practice of his profession at the above-mentioned place; Francis D. died 
in early manhood; Frances became the wife of Dr. James T. Royal, of Lynchburg, Va., and 
is now deceased; Mary M. (deceased) was twice married, her first husband being Dr. John 
Dillon, and her second, John A. Cunningham, of Richmond, Va.; and Martha B., who died 
near Church Hill, Miss., while still unmarried. Capt. James S. Johnston spent bis yonth in 
his native state, principally at home, and in the New London academy, a prominent high 
school, famous as the alma mater of many eminent men, he obtained an excellent 
practical education. He soon after commenced preparing himself for the legal profession, 
was admitted to the bar in Virginia and for some time after locating at Clinton, in Hinds 
county, Miss., in 1831, he practiced his profession with success. He received the appoint- 
ment from Governor Scott of district attorney, and during the time that he discharged the 
duties of this office he displayed ability of a high order and won encomiums from all. Find- 
ing the practice of his profession too confining for one of his active habits he concluded to 
abandon it, aud return to Virginia for a time in search of health. He bas been married 
twice, first in Jefferson county June 6, 1SS4, to Mrs. Lonisa C. B. Covington, a widow and 
a native of Adams county, Miss. She was a daughter of John Newman, and was educated 
in Elizabeth Female academy. In 1834 Mr. Johuston located in the neighborhood where le 
at present resides, and where, as one of the leading planters, he has been engaged in the 
raising of cotton ever since. He now resides in what is supposed to be one of the oldest 
residences in Jefferson couuty, it being a large two-story brick structure, erected in 1813 by 
Colonel Wood, who came to Mississippi from Maryland about 1812, some portions of the 
land on which he built the house bearing evidences of having been previously tilled as far 
back as Spanish times. He died at this place in 1840 at the age of seventy-four years. Captain 
Johnston married his second wife, Ruth A. H. Wood, daughter of Col. James Gillam Wood, 
she being one of many descendants of Colonel Wood who are residing in this and adjoining 
counties. Mrs. Johnston was one of a family of ten children and died in 1861, Captain 
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Jobnston has a family of two sons aud two daughters, the eldest of the family, Charles, 
being a planter of Washington county, Miss.; Rev. James Steptoe is a bishop of the 
Protestant Kpiscopal church in western Texas, and is a man of exceptionally brilliant mind, 
possessing superior natural talent. He served in General Lee’s army throughout the entire 
Civil war, and was that noted General’s courier at the bloody battle of Sharpsburg. After 
Lee’s surrender he returned home, began the study of law and was admitted to the bar. 
He began practicing, but this calling proving distasteful to him, he abandoned his profes- 
sion and commenced studying for the ministry, which calling has been much more to his 
taste. He has been a divine since about the year 1576, and through native ability and tact 
has arisen to eminence. The Captain’s daughters are unmarried but are content to make 
their home with their father. They, as well as the sons, are exceptionally well educated, 
and are talented, cultured and refined ladies, and in their pleasant home, where hospitality 
and good will abound, they are charming and graceful hostesses. While Captain Johnston 
is eminently fitted to fill any office within the gift of the people of the state, he has at all 
times peremptorily declined to enter public life, although he has been frequently and 
urgently asked to do so. After the death of the gallant General Quitman, he received the 
unanimous nomination for congress in the sixth district, when a nomination was equivalent 
to election, but refused to accept the honor. He has several times declined to make the race 
for the state legislature both upper and lower branches, aud although he was petitioned and 
very earnestly urged to represent the county in the late constitutional convention, he remained 
true to his convictions and declined. He is a man of decided literary tastes and has written 
many strong political articles for the press, which have won attention from many prominent 
political leaders. His leading characteristics are extreme frankness, personal integrity, 
honesty of purpose, indomitable will and energy, and coupled with this, a generous and 
kindly disposition. Modest and retiring to a fault he does not seem to estimate himself at 
his true worth, but his friends know his numerous good points thoroughly, and are at all 
times ready to show their thorough appreciation of his merits. He has met and been person- 
ally acquainted with all the great statesmen of the country, more particularly those of the 
state of Mississippi, and has a large and interesting fund of reminiscences of ante-bellum 
days. 

William B. Johnston, Yazoo City, Miss., was born in Claiborne county, Miss., 
December 22, 1818, and is the fifth of a family of nine children. His parents, Henry G. 
and Susan W. (Leake) Johnston, were natives of Virginia. The mother was a daughter of 
Gov. Walter Leake of Mississippi. The father was a mechanic. He was a soldier in the 
war of 1812, and in 1815 he was captain of a company of Mississippi troops that went out 
against the Creek Indians in Alabama. He was married in Virginia in 1806, and came to 
Claiborne county in 1810, settling on Big Black river; there he entered six hundred and forty 
acres of land, improving one hundred and fifty acres. In addition to his agricultural pur- 
suits he did flatboating for his neighbors. In 1825 he removed to Hinds county, Miss., and 
located on the estate of Governor Leake, who had died in 1824; there he managed the culti- 
vation of six hundred and forty acres until 1828; in that year he bought eight hundred acres 
of land, which is a portion of the plantation now owned by the subject of this notice. He 
died in Yazoo county, April 18, 1871: his wife had died ten years before, in 1861. Only 
four of the nine children grew to maturity: Walter L. died in 1863 from disease con- 
tracted in the Confederate service; William B.; W. L., a resident of Clinton, Miss.; Mary A., 
widow of James W. Terrell, who was a resident of Bentonia. Their father was an active old 
line whig, and represented Hinds county four or five terms in the state legislature; he was 
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also judge of the probate court of the county for more than ten years. Both the father and 
mother were members of the Methodist Episcopal church. William B. Johnston was edu- 
cated in the academy at Clinton, Miss., and after leaving school he managed the plantation 
in Hinds county for his father until 1845; he then settled on the farm where he still resides; 
he has six hundred and twenty acres, one hundred and fifty being under cultivation. Mr. 
Johnston was united in marriage in 1852 to Miss Ellen Clark, a daughter of Henry and 
Catherine (Brooks) Clark. Mrs. Johnston and her parents were all born in Virginia, bnt 
removed to this county in 1842; her father died in 1843, and the mother in 1846. During 
the war Mr. Johnston was sergeant-major of company B, Ninth Mississippi home guards, 
and was in active service during the entire war. All movements for the advancement of the 
general welfare have found in him a ready and sympathetic aid. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity. He and his wife have reared three children, two of whom are at home 
and one is married. Mrs. Johnston is a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
ebureh. k 

Ashberry B. Jordan was born in Pike county, Ala., July 25, 1834. His father was 
Peeples C. and his mother was Charlotte (Weldon) Jordan. They were natives of Georgia 
and were married in Alabama, and removed thence to Mississippi in 1855, locating in Jones 
county, where they lived until the death of the father August 5, 1867, and of the mother, 
April 1, 1875. They were the parents of eleven children, named Huldah, Jacob J., John 
H., Luvinda, Nancy 8., Harriet E., William C., Ashberry B., Aaron P., Robert G. and 
Charlotte M. At about the age of twenty-one years Ashberry B. Jordan took up the battle 
of life for himself witb the stern determination of winning the vietory. He was married in 
Jones county, June 12, 1856, to Miss Mary R., daughter of Hon. Amos and Eleanor 
(Baskin) Deason, who bore him eight children: Susan E., William C. H., Amos, Mary R. 
A., Orange P., Terry C., Sarah D. and Lucinda M. In the year above mentioned Mr. 
Jordan located about five and one-half miles southwest of Old Ellisville, Miss., where he 
remained until after the beginning of the war. In April, 1862, he enlisted in company D, 
of the First Alabama and Mississippi battalion, under Capt. William McGill, and served 
until the close of the war and was mustered ont at Forsyth, Ga., in May, 1865. He 
returned to his home and in 1868 settled on the plantation upon which he now lives. His 
wife died April 8, 1879, and on March 22, 1882, he married Miss Mary M., daughter of 
William R. and Nancy (Bua) Johnson, who bore him three children: Dennis A.. John G. 
and Oscar M. Mr. Jordan is a member of the Masonic fraternity and has taken the Royal 
Arch degree. He now holds the office of treasurer of the Blue lodge, A. F. & A. M. 
He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh South. He is the owner 
of about eight hundred acres of land and devotes considerable attention to stockraising, 
makes a specialty of sheepraising, generally keeping about one thousand head on hand. 
Hon. Amos Deason, the father of his first wife, was a prominent man of this part of the 
county, and represented his county (Jones) in the state legislature three times. Mr. Jordan 
ranks among the leading citizens of his vicinity and has done as much as any other man 
there to further the general welfare. 

A. K. Jones, Claiborne county, Miss., the subject of this sketch, a native of Mississippi, 
descends on both sides from distinguished families, of which the following particulars are 
mentioned. His mother, Martha Augusta, was the eldest daughter of Joseph K. Green, who 
was the eldest son of Thomas Marston Green, a native of Virginia, who, with bis family, in 
1782, immigrated into the Natchez district, then a Spanish province governed by Don 
Estaran Miro, and obtained from the government valuable grauts of land both in Jetfersou 
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and Claiborne counties, and afterward, in 1802, was elected a representative to the national 
congress from the Mississippi territory. ‘Joseph K. Green married Mildred Cabell, the 
youngest daughter of Col. Samuel Cabell, of Lynchburg, Va., who won a most enviable rep- 
utation in the Revolutionary war. His father, Joseph Eggleston Jones, was born near Char- 
lottesville, Va., in 1793. While a mere stripling, at the breaking out of the War of 1812, he 
enlisted in the volunteer troops, and was near, though not participating, in the famous battle 
of New Orleans. In the year 1529, Mr. and Mrs. Jones, who were married the previous 
year, moved to Claiborne county, and purchased *‘ White Hall.’ Mr. Jones was a suecess- 
ful planter, and at his death, in 1852, left a valuable estate of fourteen hundred and twenty- 
one acres, lying on the north fork of Bayon Pierre, which estate is still in the possession of 
the family. To Mr. and Mrs. Jones, in this pleasant country home, were born nine sons 
and three daughters, in the following order, the names of those still living at this date (1891) 
being printed in small capitals: Josren C., Thomas H., Hucrne D., Martha Augusta, Samuel 
Cabell, Sarau Virernra, ArcaHeLAUS Kirk~anp, Wrriitam Syme, Merriwether Lewis, James 
Railey, Lucy Any and Mertpetu Dasyey. Those living now reside in Claiborne county, except 
Dr. M. D. Jones, an aurist of reputation, residing in St. Louis, Mo. A. K. Jones was born 
at White Hall, in Claiborne county, Miss., on the 3d of June, 1839. In his boyhood he 
attended the neighborhood schools, where by diligent application he made himself a good 
English scholar. In 1856 he entered the University of Mississippi, at Oxford, and in June, 
1860, was graduated from that excelient institution, ranking eighth in a class of thirty-nine. 
Having decided to follow the profession of civil engineer, he entered the Glenmore school of 
engineers, near Troy, N. Y., in the fall of 1860, and there remained until the attack on Fort 
Sumter, in 1861. Then, foreseeing the approaching conflict, he promptly returned to Mis- 
sissippi. Reaching Claiborne county, where the war spirit was high, young Jones, with his 
younger brothers, William and Merriwether, enlisted as privates in company H, Twelfth 
Mississippi iufautry, then encamped at Corinth, Miss. This regiment was soon sent to Vir- 
ginia, reaching the field of the first Manassas the morning after the engagement. The 
Twelfth was immediately incorporated into the army of northern Virginia, forming a part of 


~ Rhode’s brigade. Upon the regimental reorganization at Yorktown (December, 1861), 


private Jones was elected first-lieutenant of his company, which was thenceforth known as 
company K, and when the captain, W. H. Hastings, fell at Seven Pines, the Twelfth’s first 
pitched battle, he was promoted tothe vacancy. This title, well earned and honorably worn, 
the Captain still bears. After the battle of Seven Pines, the Twelfth Mississippi regiment 
formed a partof Featherstone’s Mississippi brigade, and its record thenceforward is a matter 
of history. Captain Jones received his first wound, a severe one, at Frazier’s farm, June 
27, 1862, the same ball first passing through his thigh and then breaking the thigh-bone of 
sergeant J. H. Darrah, of his company. The desperate nature of these conflicts around 
Richmond may be judged by the fact that out of a total of four swords and sixty-fonr bayo- 
nets, with which company K went into the seven days’ fight, but one sword and eighteen 
bayonets came ont fit for duty, the remainder being either killed or disabled. Among the 
former was his brother, Merriwether, a youth of nineteen, and Lient. John C. Calhoun, 
whose only sister, five years later, became the wife of Captain Jones. Again, at Bristoe 
Station, October 14, 1863, while leading a strong skirmish line under the immediate eye of 
Gen. A. P. Hill, Captain Jones received a serious wound whieh disabled him for months. 
His third wound was received at Yellow Tavern, August 18, 1864, where he was captured. 
and thence sent to prison at Fort Delaware. After two months’ imprisonment he was 
exchanged as unserviceable; when able, he rejoined his regiment, and shared its fortune to 
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the end. His company, now thinned fo a handful of seasoned veterans, formed part of the 
two hnodred Mississippians of the Twelfth and Sixteenth regiments who manned Fort 
Gregg, April 2, 1865. For two hours they held in check the whole of Gibbon’s corps, 
striking down twelve hundred of the enemy, and saving from capture the Confederates, pro- 
tecting Petersburg when the fort was carried; on the sixth assault the battle flags of the 
storming regiments formed an unbroken line of bunting around the little fortress. Captain 
Jones was on this oceasion second in command. He was in the old Capitol prison at Wash 
ington the night President Lincoln was assassinated, when the prisoners were in great 
danger from mob-violence. Sent thence to Johnson’s island (Lake Erie), he was released on 
the 18th of June and reached home July 4, 1865. 

In 1866 he engaged in farming on a portion of the family homestead, and this oceupa- 
tion he followed for the next eleven years. On the 24th of October, 1867, he married Miss 
Mary H. Calhoun, of Claiborne county, whose father, KE. W. Calhoun, a South Carolinian, 
was a cousin of John C. Calhoun, the statesman. Eight children have been born to them: 
John Merriwether, Cabell Calhoun, Anna Amelia, Archelaus Wirkland, William Thomas, 
Mary Lou, Ett Eliza and Virginia Hughes. In 1876 he was elected a member of the board 
of supervisors, and upon the organization the following January he was made president. 
This position he filled until December, 1877, when he was elected clerk of the chancery court, 
an office to which he was successively reélected in 1879, 1883, 1SS87 and 1891, and which he 
still holds. One of his neighbors, a gentleman of Port Gibson, writes: ‘‘No citizen of 
Claiborne county has ever stood higher in public regard than A. K. Jones, his many ster- 
ling qualities combined with a genial disposition and cordial manners haying won for bim 
an uncommon degree of popularity. In addition to his worth as a man, he has shown 
himself, during his long term of service as chancery clerk, to be a model official, diligent, 
systematic, accurate, faithful to his duties, and courteous to the public. He descends from 
an Episcopalian family, to which faith he also adheres, himself and wife and four of their 
children being communicants. 

Charles L. Jones, a prosperous merchant, was born in Coahoma county, Miss., April 15, 
1853, and is the third of seven children born of Felix and Mary (Palmer) Jones, the former 
anative of Alabama and the latter of Georgia. Felix Jones came to Mississippi when 
young, and in this state spent the remainder of his life, dying in [S61 at his home near 
Jonestown. With the exception of that his mother was of Scotch-Irish ancestry, Charles bL. 
knows but little of his ancestors, haying lost his parents when quite young. His youthful 
days were spent in Coahoma county, Miss., and in Phillips county, Arkansas; and at the age 
of fifteen years he began life for himself as a clerk in a drug store belonging to Jacks & Moore, 
of Helena, Ark., in which he remained for ten years. He began in the capacity of stock 
keeper, and was gradually promoted until the last. five years he was prescription clerk on a 
salary of $1,500 a year. In 1878 he returned to Jonestown and opened a general mereantile 
store, at which he has since done a thriving business. In connection with his mereantile 
establishment he operated two plantations, and is the owner of eleven hundred acres, two 
hundred and. fifty of which are under cultivation, the most of which he has opened and 
improved from the forest at a cost. of 30,000. He has about 310,000 worth of property, 
personal and real, in Jonestown, and a S5,000 stock of goods. He is a stockholder in the 
Friar’s Point oil mill, and the fine property of which he is now the owner has been 
acquired through his own exertions, for from early childhood he has had to earve out his 
own career. He is strictly self-made, and although a comparatively young man, has accumu 


lated a valuable property. He is safe and reliable in his business transactions, but is very 
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progressive—a secret, no doubt of his success. He possesses agreeable manners, is entertain- 
ing and intelligent, and is full of that fire, vifa and pluck so necessary to success in any call- 
ing. He was married in 1881 to Miss Cora Dixon, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of 
Alfonso and Ursula (Legg) Dixon, who were born in Tennessee and Georgia respectively. 
Mrs. Jones died in ISS7, leaving three children: Ursula R., Charles F., and Mary C. Mr. 
Jones’ second union took place in 1859, his wife being Miss Maggie Hill, a daughter of Capt. 
J. R. and Kittie (Townsend) Hill, natives of Tennessee. By his last wife he has one child, 
Pattie C. Mr. and Mrs. Jones are members of the Christian chureh, and he belongs to the 
K. of H. 

Dudley W. Jones, M. D., a native of Jefferson county, Miss., was born in 1835, a son of Dr. 
A. P. and Olive (Watson) Jones, both natives of that state. Dr. A. P. Jones was born in 180s, 
a son of John Jones, who came from Charleston, S. C., in 1780, to Mississippi. He was one 
of the pioneers of that state. John Jones, Jr., the grandfather of our subject, was a son of 
John Jones, Sr., an officer in the Revolutionary war. He owned a farm on what is now a 
portion of the site of the city of Charleston, S. C. Upon removing to Mississippi he located 
in Jefferson county and engaged in farming. He married Phcebe Griffin, of South Carolina, 
by whom he had six children: Jonathan, John, James, Asa P., Ben F. and Sarah. Asa 
P. Jones, father of Dudley W. Jones, was reared in Jefferson county, Miss. He was edu- 
cated at Bardstown, Ky., and at the Transylvania university, where he studied medicine. 
He also took a medical course at Cincinnati. He graduated at Transylvania college, Lexing- 
ton, Ky., in 1833. He began the practice of his profession in Jefferson county, where he re- 
mained till 1860, when he changed his residence to Claiborne county and lived there until 
1875, when he joined his son, Dr. Dudley W. Jones, in Copiah county. He was probably 
the best known practitioner in the southern part of Mississippi, not only on account of his 
very successful practice, but also from his numerous and valuable contributions to medical 
journals. He was a member of the Medical association and of the Kappa Lamda—a secret 
society in Kentucky. He and his wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal church; his 
wife died in 1848, the Doctor in 1889. Our subject is the eldest of a family of two children. 
His sister, Anna, the wife of Lieut. Eugene D. Jones, is now dead. She married her hus- 
band during the war, and only lived a short time after her marriage. Dr. Jones was reared 
in Jefferson county, where he remained till he was twenty-two years of age. His educational 
opportunities were excellent. At the age of thirteen he was sent to the Oakland college, 
where he remained till he graduated therefrom in S54; he began the study of medicine with 
his father and Dr. J. M. Bemis in 1854, and in 1854 and 1855 he took a course of lectures at 
Louisville, Ky. Later he graduated at the university of Louisiana, now called Tulane uni- 
versity, in 1857. Returning to Clairborne county, he engaged in farming until 1861, when he 
enlisted in company K of the Thirty-sixth Mississippi infantry—known as the Dixie guards 
—and served until the close of the war. He was several times promoted, being made hos- 
pital steward, then assistant surgeon and finally brigade surgeon. He was twice wounded 
and twice made prisoner, being captured at Iuka Springs and at Vicksburg, and, on account 
of his being surgeon, he was permitted both times to return. His wounds were received at 
Vicksburg and Kenesaw mountain. After the war he began to practice medicine in Clai- 
borne county, afterward removing to Copiah county, where for two years he published the 
Copiah Herald, at Hazlehurst, when, relinquishing journalism, he took up the practice of his 
profession, which he has continued up to the present time. He was married in 1850 to 
Laura Peyton, a daughter of Chief Justice Peyton, a native of Gallatin. Mrs. Jones died 
August 28, 1886, having borne her husband seven children, named as follows: Ernest P., 
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Willie, Dudley, Ephraim, Olive, Emily and@ Anna; Willie having died in 1884, leaves him 
six living children. In February, 1887, he married Helen Jones, a native of Mississippi, and 
a daughter of James M. Jones, of Natchitoches parish, La. One child sprang from this 
union: James O. The doctor is a member of the State Medical association, and in religious 
affiliations he is an Episcopalian, though his family are Presbyterians. He is also a Knight 
of Honor. Dr. Ernest Peyton Jones, a son of Dr. Jones, graduated at Tulane university in 
1887, and is now a popular practitioner at Hermanville, Claiborne county, Miss. He is 
having success in his profession and his practice is growing large and lucrative. Dudley is 
studying law in the University of Mississippi. To the remainder of the children the doctor 
is giving the advantages of the high school and is contemplating placing them in college 
when they reach a suitable age. The Doctor is a careful, successful physician, well read in 
his profession and well-posted on current events. His standing is high socially, profession- 
ally and politically. He is an entertaining conversationalist, and in the best sense of the 
word a hail fellow well met, being most popular among all classes. 

Dr. E. K. Jones was born in the Palmetio state, in 1846, but was reared in Missis- 
sippi. His father, Thomas Jones, was born in South Carolina, about 1803, and throughout 
life followed the calling of a planter, being content to pursue the even tenor of his way, 
with no aspirations to public honor. About 1825 he was married to Miss Asobel Hines, of 
South Carolina, born in 1SO4, and their union resulted in the birth of nine children: Fer- 
dinand, Francis, Arison, Sarah, Frederick, Adaline, Julia, William and E. K. The father of 
these children died in 1868 and the mother in 1866. Dr. E. K. Jones came to Mississippi 
with his parents in 1853, and was reared and educated in Scott county. After finishing his 
literary course he pursued a course of medical study, although he has never practiced his 
profession, much preferring to devote his time and attention to planting and merchandising. 
His plantation, which consists of eighteen hundred acres, is well improved, and the prin- 
cipal crops are cotton and corn. Mr. Jones has a beautiful home in the residence portion of 
Pelahatchee, and, in connection with his planting operations, he also conducts a retail dry 
goods store, at which he is doing well. His prices are reasonable, and, as he makes every 
effort to please his customers, and is upright in every respect, his success is not to be won- 
dered at. He is well-known throughout the county, and wherever known is liked and re- 
spected. In 1865 Mr. Jones enlisted in the Confederate army, in the east Louisiana division, 
under General Scott. In 1879 he was married to Miss Jennie Span, a native of Alabama. 
She was born in 1846 and has borne her husband three children: Glen P., R. and E. E. 

George B. Jones, sheriff and collector of Grenada county, Miss., is a native of this state, 
born in Yalobusha county in 1848, and the son of John E. and Harriet N. (Wells) Jones, 
natives of Virginia, where they were reared and married. From there the parents moved to 
west Tennessee and, probably about 1835, came to Yalobusha county, Miss., where Mrs. Jones 
died in 1854 and Mr. Jones in 1866. The father followed planting for many years, but in 
connection also carried on merchandising and ran a public gin and mill for many years. He 
was a justice of the peace for many years, and at one time was a member of the board of 
police. He was a public-spirited, energetic citizen, and being a promoter of all that was 
good, he brought into practice these great virtues, and thereby commanded the respect of all 
he met ina business or a social way. He had many noble qualities and died without an 
enemy. He was a stanch secessionist. His father, Capt. Thomas Jones, was a native 
Englishman, but when a boy came to America, and was a captain in the Revolutionary war. 
He spent his last days in Mississippi, and died before our subject was born, aged about 


ninety years. He followed the occupation of a farmer all his lite. The maternal grand- 
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parents were natives of the Old Dominion. , George B. Jones was the sixth of eight children, 
six sons and two daughters, born to his parents, and they are named in the order of their 
birth, as follows: Rebecca (deceased), Thomas (deceased), Robert (deceased), Elizabeth, 
wife of A. J. Jones, of Yalobusha county; John, who enlisted in the Confederate service when . 
but fifteen years of age, became a lieutenant, and died while at home on a furlough; William 
(deceased), and Richard, who died young. George B. Jones was reared to the arduous duties 
of the farm, received about eight months’ schooling, and began for himself as a tiller of the 
soil when sixteen years of age. At the age of twenty-one he was made justice of the peace, 
and served four years in Grenada county. In 1875 he was elected assessor of the same for 
two years. In 1585 he was elected sheriff and collector, but still continues his planting in- 
dustry, and is the owner of seven hundred and forty acres of land, principally the result of 
his own industry. In September, 1869, he wedded Miss Ann Eliza, a native of what is now 
Grenada county, Miss., and the daughter of James M. and Martha Creekmore, natives 
respectively of Mississippi and Alabama. Mr. Creekmore was captain of a company called 
the Dixie Boys, and was killed in front of Richmond. His wife is now living, and makes 
her home with her son-in-law, G. B. Jones. Mrs. Jones died in 1588, leaving six children, 
five of whom are living.. She wasa member of the Baptist church, in which Mr. Jones also 
holds membership. He is a prominent member of the Masonic fraternity, Grenada lodge 
No. 31, and was formerly a member of Graysport lodge. He has been worthy master in 
both. He is vice grand of the Grenada lodge, I. O. O. F., No. 6, a member of the Knights 
of Honor, Granada lodge No. 983, also the Knights and Ladies of Honor and the Farmers’ 
Alliance. 

George W. Jones, merchant, Grenada, Miss., who established a general mercantile busi- 
ness in Grenada in 1863, is one of the leading merchants of the city, doing an annual 
business of from $25,000 to $30,000, and handling several thousand bales of cotton. He 
was originally from Baltimore, Md., born in 1843, and a son of Captain Washington B. and 
Sarah (Crawford) Jones, both natives of Dorchester county, Md. The father followed the life 
a seafaring man, and served in different capacities until a number of years after his marriage, 
sailing between the United States and the West Indies as captain. After he abandoned the 
sea he engaged in merchandising in Baltimore, and followed this with success until his death, 
about 1849. He wasa man of ability and good judgment, and reared an industrious family. 
His father, Col. James Jones, was a native of Wales, but when a boy came to America. 
During the Revolutionary war he served as a soldier, and received his final summons in Bal- 
timore prior to the death of his son, Washington B. The mother of our subject died in that 
city in 1870, a devout member of the Methodist church. George W. Jones is one of eight 
children—three sons and two daughters now living: Summerfield, a merchant and trader of 
Christian county, Mo., served in the Confederate army all through the war. He first served 
as a captain of a battery in South Carolina, and afterward was colonel of a Louisana regi- 
ment, doing special duty as a scout in General Porrest’s cavalry and Armstrong’s brigade. 
At one time his command was surrounded by the enemy in northern Mississippi, but after a 
severe fight for his life the colonel was severely wounded in the arm, but continued to fight, 
and finally made his escape. Rev. Louis R., a prominent and able Methodist divine of the 
Baltimore Methodist conference for probably forty years, was educated at Asbury college in 
Baltimore. Mary A. became the wife of Abel J. Reese, a prominent and wealthy commission 
merchant and planter of Baltimore. Sadie, widow of a Mr. Collins, who was of a prominent 
family of Baltimore, and who died soon after the war. George W. Jones was educated in 
Asbury college in Baltimore, and in 1560, when seventeen years of age, he was induced by 
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Levin Lake, a distinguished pioneer of Grenada, who was in Baltimore on business, to come 
to Grenada, where he clerked in Mr. Lake's store until the war broke out. He then at once 
joined Stanford’s battery, of Cheatham’s division, and served part of the time as sergeant 
until cessation of hostilities. He was frequently offered an officer's commission, but pre- 
ferred to serve as a private. He fought at Columbus, Ky., Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Perryville, 
Chickamauga, and all through the Georgia and Atlanta campaigns. He was wounded at New 
Hope church, but came on the field with his arm in a sling. He went back from Atlanta 
with General Hood, and fought at Franklin and Nashville, Tenn. From there he went to 
Mobile, and thence north to Cuba Station, near Meridian, Miss., where he surrendered. He 
then returned to Grenada and followed clerking for different individuals until 1873, when he 
began business in his own name. This he has continued ever since, and is a gentleman of 
energy, judgment, and experience, and one of the thoroughgoing business men of the city. 
He started business in 1573 with a capital of S400, and notwithstanding he has met with re- 
verses, fire, etc., he is now the owner of considerable valuable real estate in the city, includ- 
ing one of its finest residences. He was married in 1874 to Miss Elizabeth Collins, a 
native of Grenada county, and the daughter of that old and highly distinguished veteran, 
Joseph Collins, who is well and favorably known to all in Grenada and adjoining counties. 
Mr. Collins was one of the early settlers of Grenada county, locating here when the country 
was teeming with Indians. He was an industrious and exemplary citizen; a character above 
reproach, and by his industry and good financiering became one of the wealthiest planters of 
the county. He was a large slaveowner, and was noted for his kindness to them, while they 
in turn had the greatest respect for him. Prior to the war he erected a fine three-story brick 
hotel in Grenada, and this was known over nearly the entire South as Collins’ hotel, being 
very popular with the traveling public. He died during the war, and his estimable wife a 
few years later. Both were exeinplary members of the Primitive Baptist church. Mr. Col- 
lins was twice married, but had uo children by his first wife. He has four surviving children: 
Franklin P., a well-to-do planter on the old farm; Moses B., a prominent planter of Coa- 
hoa county; Mrs. McLean, and Mrs. Jones. To Mr. and Mrs. Jones have been born five 
children—four sons now living. They are active members and liberal supporters of the 
Methodist church. 

James A. Jones. The mercantile interests of Hinds county have been ably represented 
by Mr. Jones since 1887, and the varied and choice assortment of goods which he carries 
cannot fail to satisfy every want of his patrons. He was born in Greene county, Ga., April 
7, 1857, being the youngest of twelve children born to Thomas and Maria (Caldwell) Jones, 
both of whom were born in Georgia. The father was a planter and bookkeeper, and died in 
his native state in 1860. His father was a native of Scotland, who settled in Georgia at an 
early day. In the state of Georgia James A. Jones was reared to manhood and educated in 
the common schools, and since the early age of ten years he has made his own way in the 
world, and the means which he acquired in his early youth he spent in educating himself. 
From ten until eighteen years of age his time, or the greater part of it, was spent in a hard- 
ware store, at the end of which he engaged in business for himself at Camilla, Ga., where he 
continued successfully for eleven years. In I1SS7 he came to Mississippi, and since that time 
he has been one of Jackson’s most enterprising and energetic merchants; in fact, his reputa- 
tion is established throughout the state. He is associated with his brother, and they have 
three well-appointed mercantile houses in Mississippi—one at Jackson, one at Natchez and 
one at Yazoo City, the income from the three amounting to about $300,000 annually.. They 
earry the most complete line of dry goods, millinery, clothing and shoes in Jackson, and their 
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other establishments are also well stocked and admirably conducted. James A. Jones super- 
intends the entire business and does all the buying for the firm, his judgment and practical 
knowledge of his calling being indisputable. He is one of the most intelligent, energetic 
and successful of merchants, and his attention to business, and his kind, courteous and honor- 
able conduct to his patrons have met with substantial reward. He is public spirited to a high 
degree, and is in every respect a worthy and useful citizen, and a credit to the state in which 
he has chosen to cast his lot. He is a purely self-made man, and the greater part of his 
learning has been acquired in that thorough, but hard, school of experience. Although a 
young man, he has made an independent fortune, and there are few men in the state who 
have a better knowledge of business than he. On the 24th of March, 1881, he was married 
to Miss Ella Jackson, a native of Georgia and a daughter of Green S. and Virginia (Peacock) 
Jackson, natives of Georgia, but Mrs. Jones died in 1886, leaving two children: James A., 
Jr., and Johnnie FE. In 1890 Mr. Jones was again united in marriage, Miss Annie E. 
McLaughlin, a native of Quincy, Fla., and a daughter of William and Mary J. (Griffin) 
McLaughlin, becoming his wife. Her parents were born of South Carolina and Georgia, 
respectively. 

J. C. H. Jones, M. D., is a physician and surgeon of Macon, Miss., who has become 
eminent in his chosen calling, and is in command of a large practice among the finest fam- 
ilies of Noxubee county. He was born in Pickens county, Alabama, September 11, 1835, to 
Zachariah and Mary (Monett) Jones, who were natives of the state of Georgia. The father 
was one of the pioneers of Pickens county, Alabama, and there followed the calling of a 
planter until his demise in 1842. His widow servives him and is now in her eighty-third 
year. She became the mother of four sons and two daughters, the following of whom are 
living: Dr. J.C. H., William B., and Mrs. J. E. Cook. The maternal grandfather Rev. 
James Monett, preached the first sermon in Pickens county, Alabama. He was a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. Dr. J. C. H. Jones was reared in his native county and 
was educated in the college of Summerfield, Ala., his knowledge of medicine being acquired 
in the university of Tennessee, from which institution he graduated in 1856. He began 
practicing in Pickens county, Alabama, but the interest he took in politics and his inex- 
haustible fund of general information led to his being chosen as a suitable man to represent 
Pickens county in the general assembly of the state, of which body he was a member from 
1870 to 1874, during which time he discharged his duties to the satisfaction of bis constitu- 
ents and with much credit to himself. He was president of the Pickens County Medical 
society from 1870 to 1888, and also discharged the duties of health officer for eight years. 
He was counselor of the State Medical association and postmaster and justice of the peace 
for a number of years. He was the means of establishing a postoffice at Stone, Ala., 
of which he had complete charge for twenty years. In 1589 he came to Macon, Miss., and 
here has since devoted his attention to his profession, and although he has only made his home 
here for a short time he has been identified with the interests of the county for over thirty 
years, having lived almost on its border line and practiced in the county. He still continues 
to have planting and mercantile interests in Alabama, but in Mississippi devotes his atten- 
tion to his profession, being associated in the practice with his sou, Bolivar T., who graduated 
from the Alabama Medical college at Mobile, in 1886. After twelve months’ practice in the 
hospital of that city he went to Birmingham, Ala., where he practiced four years, at the end 
of which time he went to New York and took a post-graduate course in the Bellevue Medi- 
cal college, after which he returned to Macon to enter upon the practice of his profession 
with his father, the firm being now known as Jones & Jones. Dr. Jones, Jr., was married 
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in the fall of I1SS9 to Miss Jesse Shropshi,e, a native of Mississippi, by whom he has one 
child. Dr. Jones, Sr., was married in 1860 to Miss Mary Cook, a daughter of Major Cook, 
of Alabama, by whom he has four sons and two daughters: Dr. B. T., who was born in 1862; 
John C. H., of Alabama; Mrs. J. T. McClure, M. Z., George H., and Lenita L. The Doctor 
and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which he holds the position 
of steward, and he is alsoa member of the Masonic fraternity and the K. of P., having been 
an active member of the former order for the past thirty years. During the war he had 


D 


charge of a ward in the Tishomingo hospital after the battle of Shiloh, and after the battle 
of Seven Pines bad charge of award in the Third Alabama hospital at Richmond, Va. 

The people of Wilkinson county, Miss., are familiar with the name of Col. J. H. Jones, 
for he has resided among them for many years, and has earnestly identified himself with 
every worthy enterprise, bis brilliant mental qualities fitting him in an admirable manner to 
lead whenever he so desired. He was born in Autauga county, Ala., on the Alabama river, m 
1838, being the eldest of seven children born to John Edmund and Mary A. (Mellard) Jones, 
who were born in North Carolina and South Carolina respectively, they being descendants 
of early Huguenot families who came to this county many years ago. When a small lad Col. 
J. H. Jones was taken by his parents to Mobile, where he was reared, his education being 
received in Barton academy, which he attended for several years. After the death of his 
father he removed with his mother and her father to Macon county, and while there began 
preparing himself for college, and so faithfully did he carry out this design that two years 
after entering the University of Mississippi at Oxford he was graduated (in 1858), carrying 
off the first honors of a class of fifty-six pupils. He was considered one of the brightest 
and most promising pupils that ever left the institution. Soon after leaving college he was 
married in this county to Miss Helen M. Davis, a daughter of William B. Davis, a native of 
Louisiana, but one of the early settlers of this region, and with her removed to Texas, 
where he engaged in the practice of law, having been admitted to the bar in Woodville, bis 
studies being directed by Gordon & Barber, leading lawyers of this county. After following 
his chosen profession at Bastrop, on the Colorado river, in Texas, for two years, the clash of 
arms caused him to cast aside his books to don a suit of gray and take up arms in defense 
of the Confederate cause, three of his brothers also entering the service. John Edmund was 
killed in the siege of Vicksburg, Miss., at the age of nineteen years; Robert B. was killed at 
Harrisburg, Miss., when seventeen years of age; he was of small stature, and for this 
reason and on account of his youth he was twice discharged, but each time reénlisted; 
Elisha M. was also killed in the same battle at the age of sixteen years. Col. J. H. Jones 
first entered as a private in the sixty days’ service under General Alcorn, but in the spring 
of 1862 returned to Wilkinson county, Miss.. and raised a company that was incorporated 
in the Thirty-eighth Mississippi regiment at Jackson, and was made its captain, eommand- 
ing in the following battles: Iuka, Corinth, Hayes bluff, siege of Vicksburg, and Johnsonville. 
After the siege of Vicksburg, the entire regiment was mounted and rejoined the army, 
becoming a part of Brage’s corps. The uext engagement was at Harrisburg, where Cap- 
tain Jones was wounded. The regiment, composed of three hundred and fifty men, made a 
charge on a battery, and only forty-four came out unhurt. Coloned Jones was wounded 
by grapeshot in both lees, and for about six months thereafter was confined to the hospital 
at Lauderdale, Miss. At the end of this time he rejoined his command at Macon, Miss., and 
was in some fierce skirmishes before the surrender of General Lee. He was commissioned 
colonel after the battle of Harrisburg, Colonel McKay having been Killed in that engage- 
ment. He made a brave soldier and a faithful officer, and his men, like him, possessed in- 


vii (XM yritd i | x ra Rime 
peg deivqul toll il? Yo erxdewar pe 


Ver vent ernest: i onl, nt od . 
} '* 
Shae tentar odd Yo. wie 


“ 


41] 
* J oe a e 
fh heii evel eracirsst onlai'T wid wi fnaw rn «Jo eum 
ffeil Told ai fren eto ogruds bud eoaih nev * 


ne, ell ges womeidlit Wola ol yous a je 
eaney quant vol ard yao Lobia ral 


“oe 


in wenpgatt wvitidinny» | Lwteroesy dere fire 


ie 
‘TAY BAG byw 


HL taat-ve qvsina whnow x sf 
hiorizah oe «al aevere on 
rice tsk toon peed. ees! _ by enyty id hae as la oli piienl, 
a, an Hie Hae ntiloweD is of in mcd, gi9W +; 
1A? TK Viniinos pat Runge at anabvr wuilin rt toner gull, thee 


' "i 
ary meth f 0g, 


uf hive erste } eirevLny we ‘a 4 pole? KH. saa 
lawves WA babarehis eit if 


lh paenert t MAH 1? ad at] 


ive mL 


") 


sia 


dit iLtiw bevocee at 39 lta 
gagtOt 10) 7 foauticd uj quits gn ( 
to ‘Clietoviall od? 3 yiiratge 
sal 8 to mono teri om 
iflig galeiaiong, Jana i 
a vanes wild ai he 
gas, mad doe mice od ani 
my oie 
F hisbye eit 9 aiod 
& toleHsorg aie 
i209 o) soil browned a6 
Seago ohne hetwo') adit! is 


a 
tai F Yo oye Nia ail} oi he 


washer ea a rosin 
Mec no bap. | 
bellid ovfs eaw JL ndaill 
wit ai oberg # Be Bowtie Je 
HY & F Betieartors: 
haere tLe Baty is-ynidT 
int ily jniwallots f 


piel Jo. dase ra gakendp q 
bohanow wsW nao, x iad 
beta th! stud 2 a0 oman er 

hey ain a rondo 
! \, 


Tey Pe nyt ievey biel a tr barrie ees 
a lnneled yp puede iret Yo alii bt 
Go| ordtiat it Poe vwitslow a re oa 





1056 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


domitable courage, and were conspicuous for their strict adherence to duty. After the war 
he came to Wilkinson county once more, and began practicing law, and his success in life at 
the bar, and the high position he holds in social circles have been attained rather by native 
talent than by tact. Recognizing his sound judgement and practical ability, and the eminent 
services he has rendered his party, his numerous friends, in order to show their appreciation 
of the same, elected him in 1886 to the state legislature, his reélection taking place in 1888, 
and 1800 he was elected to the state senate. He was a member at large to the constitu- 
tional convention from this state, and has ever been ardent in his support of democracy and 
reform, and in conjunction with Senator George, was the chief author and prime mover of 
the article on corporations framed in the present constitution of Mississippi. Colonel Jones 
ably represented Wilkinson county in the house of representatives for two successive terms, 
during which time he took rank with the foremost members of that body. The journals of 
the house show how assiduously he labored for the interests of the state, and as a pure and 
intelligent legislator his reputation was the very best. He was on many of the most im- 
portant committees, and originated and had passed some of the principal measures found in 
Acts of 1886-8. As chairman of sub-committees to investigate land frauds he made full 
and exhaustive reports, and was an earnest advocate of reform in the jury system as well 
as in other institutions of the state. He was always cautious and conservative, and did 
much to prevent hasty legislation, and no member of the legislative body wielded a wider 
influence than he. In 18586 he was highly recommended by the leading journals of the state 
for lieutenant-governor, and as he has always showed executive ability of a high order, he 
eminently deserves the praise he has received, and would make a most competent lieutenant- 
governor, as well as an able governor. He is a member of lodge No. 63, of the A. F. & 
A. M., and belongs to Woodville lodge No. 10, of the I. O.O. F. He and his wife have 
been members of the Methodist Episcopal church for many years, and are most hberal in 
their contributions to worthy enterprises. 

In addition to the practice of law, Colonel Jones is engaged in planting. His father, 
John Edmund Jones, as stated above, was born in North Carolina, his birth occurring in 
1808. When a small boy he was taken to the state of Tennessee, and was reared and edu- 
cated near Murfreesboro, being given the advantages of a collegiate education. He after- 
ward moved to Alabama and was elected to the position of district attorney, and made an 
efficient judge of the city court of Mobile. In this capacity he discharged his duties so 
capably and well that he was elected to the senate, and was regarded as an able man for the 
position. Nothing ever caused him to swerve an inch from his loyalty to his state, and 
his fealty to his friends, if they deserved it, and it may with truth be said that he always sub- 
served his own interest to that of his people and his state. He died in the month of Feb- 
ruary, 1851, when just in the prime of life, and in the zenith of his usefulness, soon after 
which event his widow moved with her family to Macon county, Ala., where she made her 
home for abont five years, at the end of which time she took up her abode in east Mississippi, 
- and at the close of the war settled in Wilkinson county, where she is still living. She is a 
refined and cultured lady, a noble woman in every respect, and is an active worker in the 
Methodist Episcopal church, of which she has been a member for many years. She was 
born in 1814, and bore her husband seven children, of whom are living: Emma, a resident 
of New York city, aud widow of Henry Goodwin; Mollie, wife of C. W. Davis, a resident of 
Wilkinson county, Miss.; Bettie and Col. J. H. The wife of the latter is a daughter of W. 
B. Davis, a native of Louisiana, who came to Wilkinson county when a boy, and here 
attained his majority, being self-educated. He started in life with no means but a pair of will- 
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ing hands and a goodly supply of determination and pluck, and in early manhood, by per- 
sistent effort, he laid the foundations of a substantial fortune. He became an extensive 
planter, and usually raised from twelve hundred to fifteen hundred bales of cotton per year. 
Although he was, at different times, compelled to pay heavy security debts, at the time of his 
death, in 1876, at the age of seventy-four years, he left a substantial fortune. His wife, who 
was formerly Miss Eliza MeGraw, was born, reared, educated and married in this county, and 
died in 1855 at the age of thirty-four years, having become the mother of six children, that 
grew to mature years, five of whom are yet living: Helen, wife of Colonel Jones; Robert, 
Charles, John and Eugenie, the latter the wife of James D. Cage. 

Hon. Lewis B. Jones, planter, Taylor, Miss., was the eldest ina family of five children 
born to the union of William I. and Annie (Bond) Jones, who located in Mississippi 1536, 
at a time wheu the Indians still roamed over the northern part of that state. The father 
was a successful planter and an unusually good business man, having by good management 
accumulated an immense tract of Jand prior to the war. This is now in the possession of his 
son Lewis. Mr. Jones died on his plantation in the year 1873. Lewis B. Jones was born in 
Madison county, Tenn., in 1831, May 22, had excellent opportunities for an education, and 
these he improved to the fullest extent. He matriculated at the opening of the state uni- 
versity, and remained in school for a term of four years. In 1851 he selected as his com- 
panion in life Miss Helen T. Jeffreys, and they are now enjoying the blessings of a prosper- 
ous and well-spent life. Unto their marriage have been born five children, only two of whom 
are stil] living—Dayid and Wiliam. When the war between the sections began Mr. Jones 
enlisted and served faithfully until its close, never receiving a wound. He then, realizing 
fully the situation, returned to his home, and so earnestly did he apply himself, and with such 
determined energy, that he is to-day one of the most extensive landowners in the county, 
having added considerably to the estate of his father. He was chosen supervisor by the 
democrats in 1877, and there took place one of the most hotly contested elections in the his- 
tory of the county. In 1879 he was appointed magistrate by Governor Stone, and held that 
position until 1881, at which time he was elected to the legislature, serving with credit and 
distinction for one term. Since then he has deyoted his time exclusively to his plantation. 
He is a worthy patron to all laudable public enterprises, and he is ever ready to assist those 
who, through no fault of their own, are in need of help. He and his family are Methodists. 

Martin Jones, planter, Sardis, Miss., is one of the oldest settlers living in the county, hav- 
ing emigrated here with his father as early as 1554, when everything was wild and unsettled, 
and when Indians and wild animals were the only inhabitants. He was born in Dallas county, 
Ala., on the 2Sth of January, 1815, and was the seventh of eleven children born to James and 
Sarah (Smith) Jones, natives of Georgia. The father followed planting after coming to Mis- 
sissippi and he, and two or three others, were the first settlers of Panola county. On leav- 
ing his native state he first went to Alabama, thence to Tennessee, from there to Arkansas, 
then back to Tennessee and finally to Mississippi, locating in Panola county, where his death 
occurred in 1841. Martin Jones was partly reared in Alabama, Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Mississippi and educated in the private schools of those states. When twenty-one years of 
age he started out to fight life’s battles for himself empty handed, and that he has been suc- 
cessful and is to-day one of the wealthiest men of the county is an acknowledged fact. He is 
the owner of twenty-one hundred and sixty acres of land and has ten hundred acres under cul- 
tivation. He was first married, in 1837, to Miss Caroline Faris, of Tennessee, and daughter of 
Robert and Sarah Faris, also of that state. To them were born six children: James T., 
Sarah J., Demarius M., William M., William F., and one died unnamed. Allare now deceased. 
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The eldest son, James T., was in the Confederate army and was killed at the battle of Sharps- 
burg, Maryland. Martin Jones was married the ‘second time on the 22d of February, 1855, 
to Mrs. Sarah (Harvey) Beaty, a native of North Carolina, widow of A. I. Beaty and the 
daughter of Alexander L. and Christian (Harrington) Harvey, also of North Carolina. Mr. 
Jones has the reputation of being one of the most successful planters in the county and as a 
citizen and neighbor is esteemed and respected. He is very strong and hearty for his age, 
is sociable and pleasant and delights to narrate incidents of pioneer days with which his 
mind is well stored. He is hospitable and wholesouled and is ever ready to assist the needy 
and distressed. He is a democrat but takes very little interest in polities. 

Dr. Robert E. Jones, the subject of this sketch, was born at Utica, Miss., October 5. 1843, 
When about three months of age his mother died, leaving his grandmother, Mrs. Serene 
Robertson, to assist his father in the care of the children. He only received the benefits of 
a common-school education, the commencement of the Civil war, in his seventeenth 
year, having prevented further progress. Early in 1862 he enlisted in the Confeder- 
ate army, company K, Thirty-sixth Mississippi regiment, as a volunteer. After a short 
and brilliant service as a private, he was promoted to the position of first lieutenant, in 
which capacity he served till the close of the war, being in command of his company 
most of the time. His regiment was of the army of Mississippi and Tennessee, and 
he participated in the battles in which that army engaged. He was slightly wounded 
at the battle of Altoona, Ga., on his twenty-first birthday, October 5, 1864. He was 
twice a prisoner of war, having been surrendered, with the forces under General Pem- 
berton, after having undergone the fighting, starvation and other hardships incident to 
the siege of Vicksburg, Miss., which lasted forty-seven days, ending July 4, 1S64, to Gen. U.- 
S. Grant, commander of the United States forces. He, with the other prisoners, was placed 
under parole and returned, at the expiration of the parole, to the Confederate forces, an 
exchange of prisoners having been effected, and was again surrendered, with his entire com- 
mand, to the United States forces at the battle of Blakely, Ala.,in 1865. All prisoners taken 
at Blakely and Spanish fort, a few miles below Blakely, were carried to Ship Island, 
Miss., as prisoners of war, and were there kept under a strong guard of negroes about one 
month. He was subsequently transferred to Vicksburg, Miss. When he was released, 
after the close of the war, he returned to his home at Utica, Miss., and there began the study 
of the medical science, under his brother, Dr. Jesse R. Jones, subsequently graduating 
at the Eclectic college of Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1868, and at the University of Louisiana 
(now Tulane college), at New Orleans, in 1869. He was married, December 16, 1869, 
to Miss Elizabeth A. McKey, who was born in Jefferson county, Miss., February 9, 1850. 
Her parents, Hamden J. and Sarah A. (Hill) MeKey, moved to -Copiah county, Miss., in the 
same year. He has three living daughters, Rena, Clara and Elizabeth, and one son, Robert 
Hill. He has now living three brothers: Dr. Jesse R., a graduate of the Eclectic medical 
college of Cincinnati, Ohio, who married Miss Mary Davis; John A., who married Miss Ann 
Tracy; Milton R., who married Miss Emily Fulvhan, and has twice represented his county 
in the legislature; and one sister, Mary S., who married Eugene D, Jones, of Claiborne county, 
Miss. His father, Dr. Robert Jones, was born in 1800, married Miss Mary Battel Robertson, 
of Mississippi, daughter of Nathaniel and Serene (Ragan) Robertson, who was born in Han- 
cock county, Ga., and died February 8, ISS1, at the home of the subject of this sketeh, in the 
eighty-seventh year of her age. Mrs. Robertson was a daughter of John Ragan and Susanna 
(Battel) Ragan, and a granddaughter of Jonathan Ragan, who was born in Ireland. Her 
mother’s father, Jesse Battel, came from Wales to Norfolk, Va., and married Susan Forcett, 
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who was born in France. Dr. Jones’ father left Missouri when he was nineteen years of age, 
to join his brother, who was then living in Gouisiana. From the latter state he moved to 
Mississippi, and engaged in the mercantile line at Monticello and Grand Gulf: afterward 


mnoved to Utica, began the study of medicine, and graduated at the Eclectic college of Cin- 


or 
can} 
cinnati, Ohio, and, returning to Utica, practiced his profession till his death in 1861. He was 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, an able practitioner and an honest, upright 
citizen. His grandfather, David Jones, was born in Virginia, married Jane Ruble, daughter 
of Owen Ruble and Helen (White) Ruble. The latter was born in Scotland, and her brother, 
Alexander White, was a member of the First congress of the United States of America. 
David Jones emigrated from Virginia to Kentucky, and, in 1811, to Cooper county, Mo., with 
his wife, two sons (Jesse Ruble and Robert) and nine daughters. Being among the first set- 
tlers of that state, he found it necessary, at times, to flee from the Indians to block houses 
and Fort Cooper for safety. He represented Cooper county in the legislature for two sessions, 
and died February 7, 1838, at the age of seventy-seven years, his wife surviving him only a 
few months, and dying in her seventy-fifth year. His great-grandfather, Robert Joues, was 
a Baptist preacher, born in Virginia, married a Miss Riley, and died at the age of one hun- 
dred and four years. His great-creat-grandfather, Robert Jones, emigrated from Wales to 
Montgomery county, Va., when a boy, about the year 1700. He married Mary Van Metre. 
He was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and was in the battle of Yorktown at the surren- 
der of Cornwallis. The subject of this sketch, after graduating in medicine, began the prac- 
tice of his profession at his home, Utiea, Miss., where he acquired a large practice and many 
warm friends. In [S74 he moved to Crystal Springs, Miss., where he has demonstrated the 
verity of the adage that worth makes the man. As a citizen he has been loyal to all good 
causes, firm in his convictions of right, unflinching in the performance of duty, prominent in 
every movement for the public good; as a physician, brave, kind, conscientious, benevolent 
and sympathetic, his reputation so weli esiablished that the name of Dr. R. EK. Jones is a 
synonym, where known, for skill in the art of healing; as a Christian, that highest attaim- 
ment of man, he has, by an upright walk, chaste conversation and cheerful performance of 
duty, been above reproach. His influence for good has been felt by the community at large, 
and particularly by those who are daily associated with him, and the writer hereof knoweth 
whereof he writeth. Both he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church 
South. He is now president of the board of stewards of his church, and has been a member 
of that board most of the time since joining the church, twenty-one years ago. He isa 
member of the State Medical association; president of the local board of health; member 
of the board of school trustees: member of the United Confederate veterans, and surgeon of 
the local (Benjamin Humphreys) camp; past chancellor commander of the Knights of Pythias, 
©. S. lodge No. 21, and member of the Knights of Honor, C. 8. lodge No. 1420. He is a 
member of the firm of Dampeer & Jones, druggists, and has some planting interests. 

Robert Kk. Jones, M. D., was born at Wanalaw, the home of his aunt, Mrs. F. P. Egegles- 
ton, on the 25th of February, 1S44, being the eldest child of H. K. and 8. B. Jones, both 
native Virginians, the former having been born in Dinwiddie, and the latter a daughter of 
Dr. John R. and Fannie (Coch) Archer, in Amelia county. H. K. Jones, mentioned above, 
was a vraduate of the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania. He was married 
to S. B. Archer on the Ifth of February, 1843. After his marriage he removed to Missis- 
sippl, settling in Holmes county, about ten miles north of Lexington, where in connection 
with his practice he was engaged in farming. His death occurred at home in 1874, and bis 
widow died in Tchula, Miss., the spring of ISSI. They left six sons and one daughter. 
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Robt. K. Jones, the oldest of this family, commenced school when about ten years of age, 
his mother having taught him at home up te fhat time. His first teacher was Mr. L. R. 
Page, who is now a prominent lawyer of Richmond, Va. When he was fourteen years old 
he went to Virginia to school, living with his aunt, Mrs. Thomas Y. Tabb, bis mother’s sis- 
ter, and going to school to Mr. John L. Hood. He lived with Mr. Tabb’s family for a year 
and was treated and loved as one of their children. In the fall of 1859 he went to Lexing- 
ton, Va., living with and going to school to Rev. William Pendleton, D. D., who was rector 
of Grace church, of Lexington, Va. He had a private boardingschool having about fifteen 
scholars. He remained here except during vacations, which he spent at his Virginia 
home, for he always felt as he would at home when going to his aunt’s, until the spring of 
1861, when his teacher, who was a graduate of West Point, disbanded his school, on being 
elected captain of the Rockbridge battery of artillery. After leaving Lexington in 1861, R. 
K. Jones went to his Virginia home, where he staid until the following fall, when he came 
to his own home, remaining until the spring of 1862. He then went back to join the 
Army of North Virginia, where he met his old friend and teacher, Rev. W. N. Pendleton, 
who was then brigadier-general and chief of artillery of Gen. R. KE. Lee’s army. Through 
the kindness and influence of General Pendleton, Mr. Jones was made sergeant-major of 
the Thirty-first Virginia battalion of artillery, commanded by Maj. William Nelson, who 
always treated Mr. Jones with great kindness. He was appointed first lieutenant and adju- 
tant of his battalion, October, 1862, being little over eighteen years of age. He served with 
his battalion until the close of the war, and surrendered with General Lee’s army on the 9th 
of April, 1865, serving temporarily at that time as aid on General Pendleton’s staff. After 
the war he returned home and was engaged in attending to his father’s business for him 
until 1871. He then went to Baltimore in October, 1871, to attend medical lectures at the 
Washington university, having read medicine for more than a year with Dr. G. C. Phillips. 
He graduated at the above named university in 1872, remaining at the hospital and attend- 
ing lectures until the spring of 1873. After this he returned to Holmes county, Mississippi, 
where he has been engaged in the practice of medicine ever since, having lived in Tchula 
since 1881. He was married in 1884 to Miss C. A. Robertson. They have three children, 
Conway B., Robt. K. Jr., and Henry B. Mr. Jones was contirmed by Bishop Johns, of 
Virginia, in 1863 and has been a communieant of the church ever since. 

R. W. Jones, Jr., cashier of the Merchants und Farmers’ bank, of Macon, Miss., was 
born in Greenville county, near Petersburg, Va., in 1563, a son of R. W. Jones, Sr., who is 
professor of chemistry in the University of Mississippi. In 1876 Mr. Jones, Jr., came to 
Mississippi and entered the state university, from which well-known institution of learning 
he graduated in ISS4. He then moved to Memphis, Tenn., where. he was cashier of the Peo- 
ple’s Insurance company until ISSS, when he came to Macon and organized the Merchants 
and Farmers’ bank, with a capital of $25,000, since increased to $50,000, the surplus and 
undivided profits amounting to $15,000. Mr. Jones has been its efficient and trustworthy 
cashier since its organization, and as a financial manager has shown that he is shrewd, prac- 
tical and capable. Although still young in years and experience, his career thus far has been 
one that reflects great credit upon him, and his future is bright with promise. In 1885 he 
was united in marriage to Miss S. V., daughter of S. V. D. Hill, a skillful and worthy physi- 
cian of Macon, and by her has become the father of two sons: Van Dyke H. and Walker. 
Mr. Jones and his estimable wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
socially he belongs to the I. O. O. F. 

William Jones, M. D., of Osyka, Pike county, Miss., is a native of Amite county, where 
he was born April 11, 1827. Henry Jones, his father, was born in Barnwell district, 
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- §. C., and came to Mississippi when a child with his father, William Jones, who was one 
of the pioneers of Amite county, who built the first house in Liberty. the county seat of 
that county. There he became a planter, and reared a respectable family. Henry Jones 
grew up in Amite county and he was e‘lucated at Liberty. He married Miss Mary 
Spurloch, a daughter of Allen Spurloch, a pioneer, who came from Oglethorpe county. 
Ga. While en route the family was besieged by the Creek Indians. Henry Jones became 
a successful planter and a popular citizen, and died in 1835. He was a justice of the 
peace in this county. While yet a young boy, he ran away and joined the United 
States army, at New Orleans, with which he saw service in the War of ISI2. After his 
death, Mrs. Jones married Edward S. Brown and lived on the old homestead until IS61, 
and after the death of Mr. Brown the mother lived with her son, Dr. William Jones, until 
she died in 1885. Our subject is one of a family of four sons and four daughters, who grew 
to mature years. Of these, only Doctor Jones and two of his sisters are living. One of 
his brothers, Henry, fought for the Confederate cause, and dicd from the effect of a wound 
received in battle. Seaborn was killed in the Mexican war, at the battle of Buena Vista. 
Josepheus, another brother, is dead. Sarah B. married W. W. Lowry, and she and her 
husband are now deceased, leaving two sons. Elvira married Elijah Thompson, and they 
are both deceased, leaving several heirs. Elizabeth married Mr. A. J. Robinson, and lived 
in Rapides parish, La., where the widow still lives. Frances is the wife of Z. R. Causey, of 
Amite county, Miss., and moved to Ascension parish, La. Doctor Jones has had two half- 
brothers and three half-sisters, his mother’s children by Mr. Brown. Two of these, Martha 
and Mary, are living. Doctor Jones is the second son in his father’s family, and grew 
up in Amite county, Miss. He was educated at the schools of Liberty and at the Perkins 
Male academy. He began the study of medicine in 1852, under the tutorship of Drs. 
Dickson and T. J. Spurloch. In 854-5 he attended lectures at the New Orleans school of 
medicine. In 1856 he returned to the medical college at New Orleans, from which he 
received his diploma in the spring of 1857. He began his professional practice at Osyka,; locat- 
ing soon in Livingston parish, La., where he practiced until the beginning of the war. In 
August, 1861, he enlisted in the Ninth Louisiana battalion, as an assistant surgeon, serving 
in that capacity until the close of the war. He assisted during the entire period, and was 
present at the battles of Baton Rouge, Fort Hudson, and at many minor engagements. He 
returned to Osyka, Miss., after his discharge, and he has ever since been actively engaged in 
the practice of his profession, his skill and reputation as a physician being such that he is in 
great demand throughout this and portions of the adjoining counties. He is president of the 
board of health of Pike county. He was married in Amite county to Miss M. C. Burris. His 
second wife was Miss Sarah Stellie, of Ponchatoula. His present wife was Mrs. M. L. Ott, of 
Osyka. His children by his first wife were Seburn T., who isa teacher in Texas: Emily, 
-wife of T. C. Ott, of Osyka. His children by his second marriagve were Willie, who died of 
yellow fever at the age of seventeen; Anna J., who is the wife of Rev. S. G. Cooper, of Hinds 
county, Miss., and Robert E. Lee and Harry, who are members of their father’s family. By 
his last marriage the Doctor had a son, Octo, who is now eighteen years of age. The 
Doctor and his family are members of the Baptist church. The Doctor is a dimitted 
Mason, having taken the Royal Arch degree, and he is also identified with the Odd Fellows. 
Though somewhat advanced in years, the Doctor is remarkably well preserved; his form 
is unbent, and he walks with almost the elasticity of youth. His hair is searcely tinged with 
gray. He is, without doubt, the leading physician of Osyka, and he is highly esteemed, 
both for his professional ability and for his social qualities. 
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William B. Jones, merchant and planter, Flora, Miss. When starting out for himself, 
Mr. Jones’ capital consisted of about four hunglred acres of land, and what he has made in 
the way of this world’s goods has been accomplished by his own industry and good manage- 
ment. He was born in Madison county, Miss., on the 24th of September, 1847, and is the 
only son born to the union of Joseph M. and M. E. (Wiggins) Jones, the father a native of 
the Palmetto state and the mother of North Carolina. The father came to Mississippi in 
1827, settled in Madison county near the town of Flora and there followed planting until his 
death, in 1885. The maternal grandfather, Jesse Wiggins, was a native of North Carolina. 
William B. Jones grew to manhood in his native state and received his education in Summer- 
ville institute, from which he graduated in 1868. He immediately afterward began planting 
for himself and in a small way, also engaged in merchandising. At the present time he 1s 
the owner of seven thousand aeres of land, with two thousand five hundred acres under culti- 
vation, and carries a stock of goods valued at $1,500. He was married in 1870 to Miss Flora 
B. Mann, a native of Mississippi, and daughter of Hon. Jackson and Penina (Atkinson) 
Mann, natives of North Carolina. Yo Mr. and Mrs. Jones have been born two children: 
Jesse M. and Hal G. The former is attending the Industrial institute and college at Colum- 
bus, Miss. In 1884, when the town of Flora was located (the same being named in honor of 
Mrs. Jones), he moved to that place and embarked in merchandising. He has been quite 
successful, but was burnt out in 1890, with a loss of $2,500. During that year Mr. Jones 
handled two thousand five hundred bales of cotton and did business to the amount of $125,- 
000, more than any other establishment of the kiud in the county. He is trustee of the Mis- 
sissippi college, Clinton, and is also a member of the investment committee of the endowment 
fund of the same. He is vice president of the Mississippi Fair association, and has stock in 
the Capital State bank, Jackson, Miss., and owns several valuable buildings in Jackson. 
While Mr. Jones has never aspired for any office whatever, he was urgently requested by 
many friends to be a candidate for state senator from his county, but he very positively re- 
fused to enter politics under any circumstances. He has, perhaps, contributed more to build 
churches, schools, etc., than any other man of his means in the county and takes a great 
pleasure in helping the poor and distressed whenever an opportunity offers. He is the larg- 
est property owner in Flora and is one of the most energetic, enterprising men in the county. 
He has presented several churches with lots free of charge and considers it a pleasure instead 
of duty to do all in his power to advance education and religion, as well as everything relat- 
ing to the general welfare of the county. In 1862 Mr. Jones enlisted in company C, Thirty- 
ninth regiment Mississippi volunteer infantry, and was with the same one year. In 1863 he 
joined company M, Wirt Adams’ regiment, and continued with this until 1865. He partici- 
pated in the following battles: Corinth, Franklin, Grand Gulf, Port Hudson and Sypsie 
creek. He surrendered at Gainesville, Ala., in 1865. Mr. and Mrs. Jones are members of 
the Baptist church, and he is an active member of the Knights of Honor and the Knights of 
Pythias organizations. In politics he affiliates with the democratic party. 

Hon. W. H. Jones, a lawyer and merchant of Raleigh, Smith county, Miss., was 
born in Rankin county, this state, in 1552, and here grew to maturity. As a student at 
the high school at Cato, he received a good common-school education. Much of his early 
life was spent upon a farm. In 1878 he became a student at the law oftice of Lowry 
& McLaurin at Brandon, under whose direction he read so diligently that he was 
admitted to the bar in 1879, and engaged in the practice of his profession. In 1851 he 
was elected to the legislature and served with credit during the session of 1S81 and 1ISSY. 
A reélection was tendered him, but he declined it and has since devoted his entire atten- 
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tion to his profession, pleading in the courts at Rankin, Smith, Jasper, Jones, Covington 
and Simpson counties, with his office at Raleigh. He was married in January, ISSI, to 
Miss Sallie A. Duekworth, who has borne him four children. His father, the Rev. Hiram 
Jones, was a minister of the Missionary Baptist church, to which he has devoted his 
entire time for the last twenty-five years, being a preacher of ability, well-known and 
quite popular throughout a good portion of the state. He was born in Louisiana in 1810, 
a son of Woody Jones, who was a veteran of the War of 1812 and served under General 
Jackson at the battle of New Orleans. He was a native of Georgia. The father of 
Woody Jones was an Irishman by birth, and came to America when he was a young man. 
The family have been for many years devoted to the pursuit of agriculture. 

Zebulon P. Jones, whose postoftice address is Monticello, Miss., is a leading farmer and 
president of the board of supervisors of Lawrence county, Miss. He was born on Topisaw 
creek, at a point then in Lawrence county, now in Lincoln county, in the year 1846. He is 
the son of Andrew V. and Feraby (Hickman) Jones, natives of- Lawrence county, Miss. His 
father was Vincent Jones, who came from South Carolina and settled in Mississippi about 
1810, accompanied by several other families, among whom was the Hickman family. He 
located in what afterward became Tiawrence county. The grandfather of our subject fol- 
lowed planting on the creek above-mentioned, owning a considerable quantity of land and a 
goodly number of slaves, and was regarded as well to do for that time. He was a man of 
considerable importance, and served in some of the early Indian wars. He lived to be seventy 
years of age and died in 1859 or 1860, He was unmarried when he came here, but later 
married and became the father of a large family, the father of our subject having been 
one of eleven out of sixteen children in this family who lived to maturity. He was reared 
in this county, and lived here till his death, at the age of thirty-nine years, leaving his wife 
and eight children, one of whom has since died. The mother, who was born in 1823, was 
the daughter of Aaron Hickman, a native of South Carolina, who came to Mississippi with 
the grandfather of our subject. She was one of a large family, and is yet living, very well 
and strong for one of her years. She isa member of the Baptist church. The children 
born to her are named as follows: Amanda, now Mrs. McGuflee; Mrs. Catherine Sauls; Zeb- 
ulon P.; Mrs. Martha Maxwell; Mary, who became Mrs. Smith: William V. Jones; Aaron W. 
Jones, and Klizabeth, who died single, aged twenty-two years. 

Our subject attained his majority in this county, which has always been his home, and 
in 1863 enlisted in company E, of the Fourth Mississippi regiment, with which he served 
until paroled at Greenville, Ala. He was in the battles at Harrisburg, Macon and a number 
of skirmishes. Returning home at the close of the war, he engaged in planting, loeating 
upon his present plantation in 1SS5, He was married to Lusetta Smith, a daughter of 
Isaiah and Falitki (Carney) Smith, natives of Mississippi, but whose parents came from 
Georgia. Mrs. Jones is the fourth child in a family of eight born to her parents, who were 
reared and educated in Lawrence county. She has borne her husband one child, a son, 
Pleasant Zebulon Jones, now employed in the county clerk’s office at Monticello, and a 
student at Oxford Law college. He is a young man of fine intellect, practically educated, 
who is deservedly popular among a wide circle of acquaintances, and whose future promises 
to be as brilliant as that of any other young man in this part of the county or state. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jones are both members of the Baptist church, and their home is one of the pleasantest 
and most popular in the county. For several terms Mr. Jones held the office of justice of 
the peace, and served the county one term as eounty surveyor. In 187% he was elected a 
member of the board of supervisors, to which office he was again elected in ISS9. He is a 
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democrat in polities, and firmly believes in his party. He isa selfmade man, who began 
life with no capital, excepting a determinati6én to succeed, and is now the owner of a tine prop- 
erty and commands the respect of his fellow-citizens, which respect is richly deserved by his 
honesty and industry. 

William Joyce, a venerable and worthy man, resides near Vaiden, Miss. | The position 
he occupies in life renders his character deserving of consideration, and it is with pleasure 
that his biography is recorded on these pages. He was born in Maury county, Tenn., 
May 25, 1822. His father, Robert Joyce, was born in Rockingham county, North Carolina, 
in 1779, and was of Irish descent. He was married in his native state to Nancy Jennings, 
who was born in North Carolina, and belonged to an old and respected family. In the year 
of his marriage, 1813, he removed to Tennessee from North Carolina, and became one of the 
prominent planters of Maury county. He accumulated a comfortable competence, and 
enjoyed the most pleasant business relations. He died in the year 1847. His wife passed 
away in 1829. William Joyce, son of the above, is one of a fainily of four sons and three 
daughters; all lived to maturity and, with the exception of one, became the heads of families. 
He and one brother, Harding Joyce, are the only surviving members. This brother resides 
in Texas, and has reached his seventy-fifth year. William Joyee spent his youth in his native 
county, where he received a fair English education at a private school. He came to Missis- 
sippi in the year 1843, and first located in Holmes county on a farm, where he lived for sev- 
eral years. He was married in Attala county, January 26, 1546, to Miss E. J. McKay, a 
daughter of the Rey. E. B. McKay, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
This estimable woman died in the year 1860. Mr. Joyee removed from Holmes to Leake 
county, and engaged in the mercantile trade, continuing in this business for a number of years. 
In August, 1863, he entered the Confederate army, enlisting in Colonel Armstead’s cavalry 
brigade and serving until the close of the war. He entered as an orderly. He participated 
in a number of engagements of importance, and in many skirmishes and scouting parties. At 
the close of the war he was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., and then returned to Mississippi. 
He located in Durant, Holmes county, and for three years was engaged in the mercantile busi- 
ness. In 1871 he moved to Carroll county and purchased a plantation on which he now 
resides. He has about eight hundred acres of land, with a comfortable residence and many 
modern improvements. He is one of the most successful planters of the county, and although 
well advanced in years, he gives his personal attention to the management of the business. Twice 
a week he drives to town, where his tall straight form and long white beard make him a 
conspicuous figure. He was married a second time in Attala county, Miss., in November, 
1866, to Miss Mollie Tribble, a daughter of Alfred Tribble, and a niece of Colonel Coffey, of 
Durant. She died about the year 1879. Mr. Joyce was married again in 1SS1, in Canton, 
Miss., to Miss Mary Chambers, a daughter of the Rey. Edward Chambers, of Madison 
county, Miss. Mrs. Joyce was reared in Madison county, but received her education at 
Holly Springs. By this first marriage Mr. Joyce had five children, and four by the second 
marriage. The children of the first marriage are: Miss N. A. Joyce, William E., un- 
married; R. P. H. Joyce, married, and a planter; John F., married, and a resident of Bolivar 
county; E. H. Joyce, a young man of superior worth and fine character. - He was beloved 
and respected by all who knew him. His death occurred in 1889, He was a bookkeeper by 
profession. In the Methodist Episcopal Church South he was an active worker and a worthy 
and consistent member. By his second marriage William Joyce had four children, as before 
stated: Fannie B.; J. R., a student at Starksville college; Valdora, a student at Grenada 
college, and Percy K., a lad of fourteen years, at home. Mr. Joyce is devoted to his family 
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and is giving his children that from which the world can not rob them, a good substantial 
education. With the exception of the ydungest child, the family are members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church South. The father has for many years been a steward of the church. 
He is a Royal Arch Mason. 

_ William L. Joyner, Tupelo, Lee county, was born in Pickens county, Ala., in 1893, and is 
a son of Thomas and Nancy (Henry) Joyner. The father was born in Lowndes county, Miss., 
in April, 1819, and was a son of Burrell Joyner, a Kentuckian by birth. Burrell Joyner 
reared a family of seven children: Isaae, Jackson, Thomas, Mrs. Mary Abrama, Mrs. Sarah 
Laws, William and James. Thomas Joyner was reared in Mississippi to the life of a planter, 
and moved to Alabama in 1547 and followed his vocation through life; he was very successful 
and accumulated a fortune; he was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church; his death 
occurred in 1887; he was a man of many sterling traits and was deeply lamented by all the 
citizens of his county. His wife is a daughter of William Henry and still survives; she 
resides on the home plantation in Alabama, which she superintends with much success. 
There were eight children in the family: Mary, Calvin C., Elbert S. William L. (the subject 
of this notice), Thomas T., Mrs. Martha A. Spruill, James B. and Ella B. William L. grew 
to manhood in Alabama and was trained to the occupation of a farmer. He was educated in 
the common schools and remained at home until he was twenty-eight years of age. In 1851 
he came to Mississippi and settled near Baldwyn, Prentiss county, where he resided until 
1887; in that year he purchased land one mile west of the county seat of Lee county and has 
since made that his home. He was married to Miss Maggie Love, a native of Alabama and 
a daughter of B. R. Love, a prominent planter, who was killed in the late war. Her mother’s 
maiden name was Mary Frances Snell; she died in March, 1891. Three children were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Joyner, one of whom is deceased: Ella May and Ernest; Katy Lee is dead. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joyner are consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal church of Tupelo. 
In his political opinions he sympathizes witi the democratic party. He isa man of excellent 
business qualifications and good habits, and a citizen who has the highest regard of all who 
know him. 


For 
oo 


) 





vn spat! 
fy yweadty & net BUR aa “gona Wy why! feral iw ) od “oe! ade uu ay 
owt 
‘ 


brads moet iaifwuiebt aabp lo coheed 8 aaw od fe wnsdicd r babe House Hae 



























Y. 2a 
a 
i) 7 7 
m a .ned) dor jog ara § wold sak int OY iF alt aval 


i orean wid MTT atl, a. ney wily) HO 





= | rr m2 ip roan, 


ee 


HLA stano eos aie rt whw ,elatniGey steal yolks liqn't rouyoh, St 
efywol wi iad caw hh af? nae HL GranaHh) wan 4% haa pene T lo anon 
wihid vd unplondee?t ot ae ib So ay non es W boa 812 : Agha 


: la onpel siblido oovar to } client i erie 
ow 
imeraail’ i heres r reeryor snot Yaw) bier ets iti iW ena 


1 deyiser hey  hewollal boar WS! ro antdelh od ho erout Pun: 








re +5 ‘ : | 6 sa. t wy ‘ 
yuri on 1d uuibrets yond lo aaet 6 sawed . AOE a burrs 
rea 4, fy : . ' -" ‘ aid Yeo ieerite 
seek ane Fe Tee cea 2) 124 Jit SH ID CSN y 
‘ + ve 
ini 4 “Td | 7; ee op lulzAL nt enone niey sor aikk ae wr bri - 
y i i ‘ i } ‘ riiteiglien ifs it 1g ova vv » 
é vies! j 
"7" v P ry tA * oe x 
{ ; ; 16 1 eth ie tere iimelt will si L Y pacgoul'T .( soliton a J 
#7 ; rai] ‘4 veoh Root! enw bon eormds.A of bandage a 
{ 7S. Sea { fi Win Mtds fe 1 eet LTT ales ( (Oma oo off 
¥ ct.4 ' ‘ =.) ca 7 
woo see wt i t! it} ; vit icief feateanlh ot SCO OF 
. : . f 4 vt . 
jus el motte . Ne AT Ot ti {Th ha 1128 L 
, a f ’ a ul 
vos hui APITLOO bac Sone’ 
‘ we openly Pasha i Vint : i dguratsy Be 
~ A ‘ 


Tf \ weonart yall zaw ven ashy iar 


Epee ee ae , io i} stoayok will hy Lab alt of 


‘ . c 
i j ' i" i} nf sgt F td m f fiero Sth Tar rol aie, bop. a 4 Sp: 
TT aft aide Hexvivhieginve sil acoigigg I poitifog nid ‘wt 
i 
' dad boow bae each oiilan) +2 pr oustaene 
pore vo a 
ioe 
—_* i 
Tine 
> 7 





1066 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


GHAPMER XXIII. 


e x“ rs oes 
gee 5 he ye 





FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS, K. 


PLANTER of Clarke county, Miss., whose residence is in Enterprise, is Fred 
Kamper, who was born in Germany in 1845, a son of William and Wilhemina 
Kamper. The father of our subject came to America in 1860, settling in 
Alabama, residing there till he came to Hnterprise, where be lived till he died in 1SS9; 
his wife only mourning his death one year—dying in 1890. These worthy people had a 
family of seven children: Louisa (deceased), Anna, Mary, John, Adaline, Fred., and August. 
The elder Mr. Kamper was a farmer by training. He was a man_ possessed of good 
business qualities and by his thrifty habits had accumulated considerable property at the 
time of his death. The subject of our sketch, Fred Kamper, first saw the light in the old 
fatherland, emigrating with his parents in 1852. He never attended school, but by self- 
application he has acquired a gool business education, obtaining the most of it since his 
marriage. He went into the army when a mere boy, serving with credit im the so-called 
army of the Tennessee, under Captain Hardee. He was present in several battles, among 
them, Chattanooga, Missionary2Ridge, Atlanta and in all the desperate fights that took 
place in the famous march to the sea. After the war he went back to Alabama and 
worked there till 1865, coming at the time to Enterprise. He was married in Mobile to 
Margaret Caster, and has a family of seven children: Anna, Addie, Fred, William, Glennie, 
Harmon, Henry. Mr. Kamper has a farm of over ten hundred acres of land. He is engaged 
in farming in a large way, making over sixty bales of cotton annually. He is a self-made man, 
and all he owns has been gained by his own efforts. Both he and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh, while Mr. Kamper is a member of the Knights of Honor. He 
affiliates with the democratic party, and is very active in polities, making the most of his 
rights as an American citizen. He is interested in all questions pertaining to the good of his 
town and county, and is looked upon with respect, as is evidenced by the fact that he is one of 
the trustees of the Enterprise high school, to which, as to other schools and churehes, he sub- 
scribes liberally. 

G. T. and H. Kk. Kearney, merchants of Arcadia, Miss., are the sons of Col. W. G. and 
Susan (Owens) Kearney, natives of Tennessee and Mississippi respectively, and the grand- 
sons of Col. Guston Kearney, of the war of 1512. The latter came to Mississippi in 1837, 
settled in Madison county, and there engaged in planting. He became the owner of a large 
tract of land and a great many slaves, and was one of the most prominent men of that county. 
His wife, who was a Miss Lindsey before marriage, could trace her ancestors back to the 
settlement of Jamestown, Va., and the Lindsey family was a very prominent one in that state 
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during the Revolution. Col. W. G. Kearney was a graduate of the Centenary college of 
Louisiana, and, like his father, chose planting as His occupation through life. His father gave 
him a handsome start and he commenced planting under very favorable circumstances. He 
carried on his farming operations successfully until the breaking out of hostilities during the 
Civil war, when he, as a matter of course, espoused the Southern cause. In 1561 he joined 
the Confederate army and organized the first company of his county and one of the first in the 
state. He was elected captain of this company, and was successively promoted from captain 
to major, and then to colonel of the Eighteenth Mississippi regiment. During the early part 
of 1863, while going into Vicksburg, he had his hand so badly crushed by a flat car that he 
was compelled to retire from service. At the close of the war he returned to planting and 
this has continued since. In 1858 he was elected to the lower house of the legislature for 
one term, and he was elected to the same position in 1878, serving only one term. During 
his younger days he intended studying law and attended for a time the same law school in 
which Hon. James G. Blaine was a student. To Colonel Kearney and wife were born ten 
children, five now surviving and named in the order of their births, as follows: Bell, 
lecturer for the Woman’s Christian Temperance union; G. T., H. K., F. 8S. and W. A. 
Colonel and Mrs. Kearney are residing on the old home-place, in the enjoyment of excellent 
health, and are honored and respected by all who know them. The Colonel is a man of 
prominence in the county, but is of a retiring disposition. The family is noted for its intel- 
ligence. He is a leading Mason and has held membership in that organization for many 
years. His son, G. T. Kearney, supplemented a common school education by a term at 
Oxford university, and when nineteen years of age commenced for himself as clerk in a mer-~ 
cantile establishment. He is now the proprietor of a large store at Arcadia, where his 
annual sales amount to several thousand dollars in cash. The younger brother, H. K. Kearney, 
received his primary education in the common schools and then attended the Agricultural and 
Mechanical college of Mississippi for one term. Failing health caused him to go to Texas, 
where he taught school, but interspersed this with herding stock, as his health would not 
permit of his remaining in the schoolroom all.the time. In 1590 he returned to Mississippi, 
followed different occupations for some time, but is now with his brother in the mercantile 
business. They are enterprising business men and have been quite successful. 

One of the leading attorneys of Decatur, Miss., Thomas Keith, was born in Greene 
county, Ala. During his childhood his parents removed to Newton county, Miss., and 
there he grew to manhood. His father, M. M. Keith, M. D., was born in Virginia in 
1806. He passed his boyhood and youth in his native state. In - selecting a profession 
he chose that of medicine, and was graduated from the medical department of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania in the class of 1830. He first practiced in the county in waich he 
was born, and then removed to Greene county, Ala., where he was umong the pioneer 
settlers. He continued there in practice until 1850, and then came to Newton county, 
Miss., settling in Decatur. In 1855 he was elected to the state legislature, and Vea 
two terms. He was a member of the noted secession convention of IS861. He died in 
1883, leaving a record of active usefulness. He was a deacon of the Missionary Baptist 
church for many years, ahd was known as a prominent Mason throughout eastern Mis- 
sissippi. His wife, whose maiden name was Susan Gregory, was a native of Lunenburg 
county, Va. She died in 1563, having borne a large family of children, eight of whom 
grew tomaturity. Thomas Keith, son of the above, was graduated in the law department of 
the University of Mississippi, and has been practicing his profession in’ Newton county. He 


is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and also of the K. of H. He belongs to the Delta Psi 
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fraternity of the school at Oxford, Miss. In 1862 he enlisted in the Thirteenth Mississippi 
volunteer infantry, company D, under Captain Carleton. His first engagement was in the 
battle of Seven Pines, and he was in the seven days’ fight around Richmond. He was in all 
the principal battles from that time until the close of the war. He was wounded at Antietam, 
and again at Gettysburg, where he was captured and sent to David’s island, N. Y. At the 
end of the conflict he came back to his home and took up the profession of teaching. He 
was soon afterward elected probate clerk, and served two terms, being removed by Governor 
Ames in 1868. He was a member of the state senate during the sessions of 1882 and 1584; 
since that time he has devoted his time and thought to his profession. In all his connection 
with public office he has shown thorough uprightness of character, and won a reputation 
which would be a credit to any man in any station of life. 

August Keller, Bay Saint Louis,Miss., has been prominently identified with the progressive 
element of Bay Saint Louis since 1876, at which time he began his residence here. He was 
born in New Orleans August 24, 1555, and is a son of Theodore’A. Keller, a native of Bruns- 
wick, Germany. His mother’s maiden name is Aimee Valotte, a native of France, who came 
to America in 1853. His father left Germany when a young man and went to Paris, where 
he was in the wholesale diamond business. On coming to New Orleans he engaged in the 
manufacture of jewelry, which he carried on for several years. -In 1872 he went to Houston, 
Tex., and died in 1877. August was reared and educated in New Orleans, taking a com- 
mercial course after his literary education was finished; he then was employed as a book- 
keeper by O. H. Karstendiek, with whom he remained several years. In December, 1S76, he 
came to Bay Saint Louis, and established himself in business, the firm name being Keller & 
Co. It was afterward changed to Fairchild & Keller, but in a short time Mr. Keller pur- 
chased the entire business. He carries the largest stock of goods in Bay Saint Louis, and 
commands an immense patronage over a large territory. He isa member of the Masonic 
fraternity. He is vice president of the Bay Saint Louis Ice and Manufacturing com- 
pany, and is one of the originators and directors of the Gulf Coast Homestead and Build- 
ing association. He organized the city government of Bay Saint Louis, and was appointed 
mayor of the town by Governor Lowry. He was twice elected to fill that office afterward. 
He is a man of untiring energy, and much of the rapid growth and improvement of the Bay 
is due to him. He is one of the originators of the electric movement which is to be run by 
the ice plant machinery. While he was mayor he widened the streets, opened new ones, put 
in excellent sewerage, and made so many improvements that he won the title of the Progres. 
sive Mayor of Bay Saint Louis. He has won a host of friends throughout the community, 
and is held in high esteem by all who know him. ' 

William Kellis, the founder of Kellis’ Store, Kemper county, Miss., is the subject of the 
following notice. He was born in Montgomery county, N. C., November 4, 1829, and is a son 
of Lewis and Margaret (McDaniel) Kellis. The father was a native of North Carolina, and 
a planter by occupation. He removed from his native state to Kemper county, Miss., in 1839, 
and engaged in planting. He is now a resident of Smith county, Tex. Politically he is 
identified with the democratic party. His wife was born in North Carolina in 1803, and was 
a daughter of Thomas McDaniel. She died in 1887, having reared a family of ten children: 
John died in the army; William is the subject of this sketch; Eliza, deceased, married Mr. 
Edwards; Elizabeth, deceased, married R. Sullins; Martha is the widow of James Bostick; 
Lewis P. is a resident of Houston, Tex.; N. N. resides in Smith county, Tex.; Sarah A. mar- 
ried N. Flake; Mary is Mrs. Wadkins; James H. died in Mississippi. Lewis Kellis is a man 
of great integrity of character, and is honored by all who know him. He was one of the 
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early pioneers of this county, and resided here until four years ago, when he went to Texas. 
The subject of this biography received a limited education, but by the cultivation of a natu- 
rally keen observation he has acquired a fund of information that has fitted him for many 
vocations. He has been a practicing attorney for thirty years, and in 1853 he established 
Kellis’ store, which he has carried on up to the present day. He has been postmaster for 
thirty-nine years, and is probably the oldest official in the state. He was married in 1850 to 
Margaret J. Dixon, a daughter of William and Eliza (Cook) Dixon. William Dixon was born 
in Tennessee, and was married in Alabama. He had two children: Margaret J. and A. T. 
He died in Alabama, and his widow removed to Kemper county, Miss. She died in ISS¢4 at 
the age of fifty years. Mr. and Mrs. Kellis are members of the Presbyterian church. hey 
are the parents of eight children: Elizabeth F., wife of J. H. Sanford, deceased; M. E., who 
married A. M. Van Devender; William A., M. D., a resident of Fearn’s Springs, Miss.; Lewis 
H., a planter; John D., M. D.,a resident of Kemper county; Margaret J., who died at the 





‘age of four years; Coneron D., who died at the age of twenty-three years, and Stephen D., a 
practicing physician at De Kalb, Kemper county, Miss. Mr. Kellis held the office of justice 
of the peace in 1853, and for many years was overseer of the poor. In 1870 he was superin- 
tendent of education. He has always shown a deep interest in all educational matters, and 
has given liberally of his means to all enterprises of an educational character. Politically 
he is identified with the democratic party. He has served as United States commissioner of 
the eastern division of northern Mississippi. He is a member of the Masonic order, belong 
ing both to the Blue lodge and chapter. He owns six hundred and forty acres of land, which 
he has in a high state of cultivation. 

John D. Kellis, a practicing physician of Kemper county, Miss., resides at Kellis’ Store. 
He was born in 1855, and received his literary education in Noxubee county, Miss., and 
attended his first medical lectures at Mobile, Ala. He was graduated in medicine at Louis- 
ville, Ky., in the class of 1881, and immediately afterward located in Kemper county. Hoe 
has met with marked success in his professional labors, and has won for himself a place in 
the front ranks of the fraternity of Kemper county. He was married in 1883 to Miss Cora 
Van Devender, a daughter of Hiram and Mary (Diggs) Van Devender. Her father was 
born in Virginia in 1811, and the mother in North Carolina in 1836. They removed tu 
Mississippi at an early day, and were married in Kemper county. Mr. Van Devender died 
in 1890, but his widow still survives, and resides in Kemper county. Mrs. Kellis was born 
in Kemper county in 1860, and is one of three children: Cora, Lula and Bessie. Her 
mother was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and her father belonged to the 
Masonic order. Mr. and Mrs. Kellis have had born to them three children: Freddie H., Deo 
C. (deceased), and Patty. The father is a member of the Presbyterian church, and the 
mother belongs to the Cumberland Methodist church. He belongs to the Masonic order, 
and is an active democrat. All questions of public interest claim his attention, and those of 
benefit to the community find in him a zealous supporter. In addition to his professionial 
duties he finds time to superintend the cultivation of a plantation which he owns. He is 
aman of industrious habits, conscientious in his dealings with his fellow-men, and a citi 
zen of whom any community might be proud. 

Dr. Stephen D. Kellis, physician and surgeon, was born in Kemper county, Miss., Muay 
8, 1864, andis a son of William and Margaret J. (Dixon) Kellis, a full history of whos 
will be found in conjunction with this sketch. He was reared in this county, and received 
his elementary education in the common schools of this county, and at Gholson, Noxulie: 
county, Miss. When he came to choose a profession for his life’s work he selected thiut 
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of medicine, and in 1884 entered the medical college at Mobile, Ala. The following year 
he went to Louisville, Ky., where he attended lectures until his graduation. In 1886 he 
came to De Kalb, Kemper county, and has since established himself in a paying practice. 
He is a man of ambition, and takes a just pride in the skill he has acquired through study, 
observation and experience. He is a student, and has not left the habit of study in the 
college hall, as do so many professional men. But it is needless to say that those are the 
men who do not stay in the profession. Politically he is identified with the democratic 
party, and takes an active interest in all the movements and deliberations of that body. 
Dr. Kellis was united in marriage in December, 1889, to Miss Lula B. Davis, a daughter 
of William and Sarah Dayis. Mrs. Kellis was born in Mississippi, at De Kalb, Kemper 
county, in 1869. One child has been born of this marriage, William T. The Doctor and 
his wife are members of the Presbyterian church. He belongs to the Masonie fraternity, 
being a member of the lodge at De Kalb. 

C. Clay Kelly, of Kosciusko, Miss., was born in Madison county, Ala., October 6, 1545, a 
son of L. A. Kelly, Sr., a native of Georgia, but who left that state at five years of age, and 
was reared and educated in north Alabama, afterward following the occupation of teaching. He 
was married to Miss Mary McAdory, and about ISSO moved with his family to Mississippi. 
Two years after his arrival in this state he was called from life, having been a useful, 
honest®and progressive citizen. C. Clay Kelly was reared in his native state, and up tothe 
time of the breaking out of the Civil war was educated by his father. In 1867 he came 
to Mississippi, and after a short residence in Attala county he went to West Station, 
Holmes county, where he was engaged in clerking from 1869 to IS71, at the end of which 
time he returned to Attala county, and for one year was engaged in merchandising in the 
country. In 1874 he moved to Kosciusko, and for ten years was successfully engaged in 
the general mercantile business at this point, and carried on a very extensive furnishing 
business. In 1884 he began keeping a private bank, and in September, 1890, organized a 
stock company, with himself as president, the capital stock of which was $100,000. He 
is now doing a general banking business, and has been remarkably successful, showing 
himself to be an able and experienced financier. On starting out in life for himself he had 
some little assistance from his parents, but the most of what he has has been earned by 
his own exertions. Mr. Kelly was married in Attala county, December 7, [S871, to Miss L. 
V. Mitchell, a daughter of Samuel Mitchell, deceased. She was born and reared in this 
county, although ber parents were natives of North Carolina, and ber education was received 
in Nazareth, Ky. She was a cultivated and attractive lady, and her death, which occurred 
on the 29th of November, 1890, was lamented by the numerous friends whom her kindly 
acts and many generous impulses had won. She left three children: L. N., A. S. and I. 
M. Mr. Kelly and his family are members of the Presbyterian church, and move in the 
highest social circles of Kosciusko. He is of very fair complexion, heavy built, but is active 
and energetic, being considered a superior business man. He has one of the handsomest 
residences in the town, which he erected in 1590. 

Capt. John Kelly, merchant, Tehula, is a native of the Palmetto state, born in Dar- 
lington district on the 3d of March, 1532, and is the son of Maj. James G. and Lucretia 
Kelly, both natives also of South Carolina. The elder Kelly was reared in his native state 
and was there married in 1S2S, in Abbeville, to Miss Mahon, the daughter of Baily Mahon. 
After his marriage Major Kelly followed planting and merchandising in Darlington district 
for a number of years, and in 1845 came to Mississippi, locating in Yalobusha county, 
where he followed farming. There he resided until his death in 1SS2, at the age of seventy- 
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nine years. His wife died several years previously. Captain Kelly is the eldest of eight 
children—seven sons and a daughter-——only four of whom are now living, all sons. The 
Captain spent bis youth in Yalobusha county, was educated at Coffeeville and Starkville, 
and in 1861 joined the Confederate army, Fifteenth Mississippi infantry. as a private. On 
the organization of the regiment he was appointed quartermaster-sergeant, and after serving 
in that capacity for several months he resigned. He then raised a cavalry company of young 
men, of which he was elected captain. Afterward this company was consolidated with 
others and he resigned its captainey and joined the Henderson scouts, and served in that 
command until the final surrender. He participated in a number of important engage- 
ments. In the battle of Corinth he received a gunshot wound in the right arm, was disabled 
for about a year and did not entirely recover for several years. After the general surrender 
Captain Kelly returned to his home in Yalobusha county, and in January, 1866, he came to 
Holmes county, locating in the southwestern part. In 1869 he located near Tehula, engaged 
in planting, and in connection, in March, 1SS7, embarked in merchandising. Captain Kelly 
first engaged as a merchant under the firm name of Kelly & James, but Mr. James withdrew 
from the business in November of the same year. In February, 18SS8, Mr. Harris took a half 
interest, under the title of Kelly & Harris, and thus it has since continued. The firm has a 
large store, carries a complete stock of general merchandise and is doing a general fur- 
nishing business. They have a patronage established that indicates appreciation of their 
reliable yoods and fair dealing methods, and is second to none in the city. They merit the 
utmost confidence and esteem and they receive it. Captain Kelly has ever been identified 
with the democratic party, has served as-a delegate to county conventions and has held local 
offices in the county. He was married in Holmes county, Miss., on the 3d. of September, 
1854, to Miss Carrie R. Treadwell, a native of Columbia, S. C., but who was reared and edu- 
cated in Yazoo City and Holly Springs, Miss. Her father, Dr. B. W. Treadwell, was a physi- 
cian of Holmes county for forty years, and is now quite aged. The Captain’s union resulted 
in the birth of three children: W. F., a planter and contractor in Indian territory; Julia G., 
wife of T. E. Harris, a prominent merchant of Tchula, Miss.; and Aluvia K., wife of T. W. 
James, a planter near Tchula lake. Captain Kelly is a member of the Masonic order, and 
is secretary of his lodge, and is also a member of the Knights of Honor, being dictator in 
that order. He and Mrs. Kelly are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. They 
have four grandchildren: Mortimer K. Harris, Furman H. Kelly and Peter and Walter 
James. 

W. T. Kendall, M. D., of Meridian, Miss., was born in Crawfordsville, Taliaferro county, 
Ga., July 8, 1841, a son of W. J. and Elizabeth (Akin) Kendall, the former a native of Mary- 
land and the latter of Georgia. His father, who was a farmer and merchant, came to Geor- 
gia at an early date, and to Mississippi in 1S44, locating at Canton, where he died in ISS4, in 
the sixty-ninth year of his age, his wife having died at the age of twenty-two years, in 1546, 
after having borne four interesting children, of whom the subject of this sketch is the only 
survivor. By his second marriage he had six children, three of whom are living at the pres- 
ent time. Dr. Kendall was educated partially in Baltimore, Md., where he lived from the age 
of five to fifteen years. Returning to Canton he studied medicine and graduated from the 
University of Maryland, in [866. At the outbreak of the Civil war he was in New Orleans 
attending his first course of lectures. He immediately returned to Mississippi and enlisted 
in company I, of the Tenth Mississippi regiment, known as the Madison rifles. After one 
year’s service with this organization he was made assistant surgeon, and detailed to hospital 
duty at Canton and Meridian, Miss. In 1564 he entered the cavalry service as a captain 
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of a company of independent scouts, and served until the general surrender. After his 
graduation in medicine, in 1866, he began the practice of his profession at Newport, Miss., 
where he continued with great success until [583, when he removed to Meridian, and 
has there built up a large, ‘lucrative and increasing practice. He is a member of the 
Lauderdale county medicai association, of the Mississippi state medical association, and of 
the American medical association, and state delegate to the International American medical 
congress. It may be said of him that he is the only physician who ever received a premature 
medical examination at the medical college. He is a Knight of Honor and a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, and is also a member of the Knights and Ladies of Honor, and in conuec- 
tion with his membership with the Knights of Honor he holds the position of medical exam- 
iner. Since January, 1SS4, it may be stated in evidence of his skill and of his trustworth- 
iness as a medical examiner, that no candidate who has been initiated after having passed his 
examination has since died. He ts also medical examiner for the Brotherhood of Switchmen, 
of Meridian. He was married September 21, 1565, to Miss Sarah B., daughter of Capt. 
Joseph Wyse, of Attala county, Miss. She has borne him four children named as follows: 
Joseph W., born July 24, 1566; Gustus C., born January 21, 1865; Myrtle A., born June 26, 
1876, and Mabel B., boru April 2, 1878. 

John H. Kennedy was born in Lauderdale county, Miss., in May, L858, and is the cnly 
son of William A. and Jane E. (Jemison) Kennedy, natives of the state of Alabama. The 
parents grew to maturity in the state of their birth and were married there. They removed 
to Mississippi in 1857 and located in Lauderdale county. Mr. Keunedy purchased land and 
at once set about the task of placing it under cultivation. He als6 opened a stock of dry 
goods at Lauderdale Station, and did a thriving business there for several years. In [S64 
he returned to Alabama and opened a store at York Station, Sumter county, where he carried 
on both mercantile and agricultural pursuits for two years. In 1870 he came back to Mis- 
sissippi and settled in Meridian, where he embarked in the livery business; he still had some 
land which he had cultivated under his direction. In 1876 he bought a farm four miles 
northwest of Meridian, on which he lived until the time of his death, in 1879. He was a 
consistent member of the Presbyterian church, and belonged to the I. O. O. F. several years 
prior to his death. While he was not actively interested in political questions, he never 
failed to discharge his duties as a citizen of the republic. There were only two children born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy, John H. and Lily, who died at the age of three years. John H. 
remained under the parental roof until he was twenty-one years of age, and then started out 
in life to meet the responsibilities of manhood. He was married to Miss Henrietta Semmes, 
a daughter of Maj. Frank Semmes, of Lauderdale county. Four children have been born of 
this union: William A., John H., deceased, Frank S. and Jane E. Mr. Kennedy owns one 
hundred and sixty acres of land in his own right, and superintends the cultivation of his 
father’s place. He devotes considerable attention to the raising of livestock, and makes a 

decided success of this branch of farming. He has never aspired to public office, but as a 
private citizen has fully lived up tothe standard of a loyal patriot. He affiliates with the 
democratic party. The Kennedy family occupy a leading position in Lauderdale county’s 
society, and have the highest esteem of the entire community. 

8. P. Kennedy, M. D. (deceased) was born in Franklin county, Ala., November 22, 1830, 
and died in September, 1851. He was a son of John and Harriet (Islar) Kennedy, the former's 
birthplace being in North Carolina, but the latter’sis unknown. John Kenedy was an early 
settler of Alabama and reared a family of five sons and two daughters. §. P. Kennedy began 
the study of medicine in the state of his birth in early manhood and for two years was a student 
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in the University of Virginia. Later he was an attendant of the Untversity of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and graduated from this institution in 1552, after which he came direct to 
Lauderdale, Miss., where, in a very short time, he had a lucrative practice. He showed him- 
self to be eminently worthy the confidence reposed in him by ali classes and was unquestion- 
ably a physician of decided merit. He was esteemed by all who knew him, not only as a 
physician, but also as an honorable citizen and neighbor. In 1855 he was married in Lock- 
hart, Miss., to Miss Kate Lockhart, a daughter of D. H. aud L. E. (Brewer) Lockhart, the 
former of whom was a native of Scotland, and the latter of the state of New York. Of the 
eleven children born tothem Mrs. Kennedy was the fourth in order of birth. To her union 
with Dr. Kennedy four sons and one daughter were born: David B. (deceased), Walter F., 
John B. (deceased), William L. (deceased), and the daughter that died in infancy, unnamed. 
Walter I’., the only surviving member of the family, is the assistant agent for the Mobile & Ohio 
railroad, at Lauderdale. Dr. Kennedy has been quite successful in his business, accumulated 
considerable property and at his death was worth about $30,000. - In addition to faithfully 
looking after his practice, he was associated with Capt. J. C. Porter in the mercantile busi- 
ness at Lauderdale for a number of years. He was generous, hospitable, high-minded and 
charitable, and the many kind acts which he did will long be remembered. His kind and 
cordial manners and nwnerous admirable qualities of heart and head made him universally 
loved and respected, and he was considered an acquisition, indeed, to the social circle in 
which he moved. Socially he was a member of the A. F. & A. M. and the K. of H. He 
never aspired to political preferment, much preferring to give his attention to his business. 
Although not a member of any church he believed in the Christian religion and gave to the 
support of churchés with a generous hand. He was baptized by Bishop Green during the 
Civil war, but never attached himself to any denomination, although he was a_ regular 
attendant of church, aud ministers, sooner or later, partook of his bountiful hospitality and 
found a home under his roof. His serivices in his professional capacity were invaluable during 
the war, and he not only treated his patients with Christian, but also with brotherly kindness. 
As an evidence of the high appreciation in which he was held by the community, many 
children were named for him. He was devoted to the Sabbath-school, and taught a class 
regularly for over three years, and for one year before his last illness held family prayers in 
his home night and morning. For two years he was a great sufferer. He was buried with 
Masonic honors, and a very large concourse of friends followed him to the grave. 

Judge David Ker, a native of the Emerald isle, came to America and settled in North 
Carolina in 1789, and about 17S or 1799 became a resident of Mississippi. He was given 
excellent educational advantages, and before leaving his native land graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Dublin. After coming to Mississippi he located near old Greensville, in Jefferson 
county, where the versatility of his genius soon manifested itself. In 1802 his abilities were 
recognized, and he was appointed one of the three territorial judges, a position he held with 
marked ability until his death, in 1S05. He was one of the founders of the Chapel Hill uni- 
versity of North Carolina, and for some time had charge of that institution. He was also a 
teacher in other schools of that state. His widow survived him until 1848S, when her death 
resulted from burns which she had accidentally received. At the death of her husband Mrs. 
Ker was left with a family of two sons and several daughters to care for, and how well this 
noble woman fulfilled the trust thus imposed upon her was evident in looking upon her chil- 
dren who grew to honorable manhood and womanhood. She at onee began teaching school, 
and in this manner supported herself and reared and educated her children, the names of her 
sons being John and David, The latter died when about twenty-three years of age, his 
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untimely death being deeply mourned by all who knew him. He was bright and promising, 
and at the time of his death was filling an official position. John studied medicine in Phila- 
delphia, and after graduating came to Natchez, Miss., where he entered at once upon his 
practice and became a prominent physician, his services being in demand by the leading fam- 
ilies of this section. After a time he gave up his practice, and began giving his time and 
attention to planting. In 1820 he was married to Miss Mary Baker, of a well known Ken- 
tucky family, and to them were born twelve children, three of whom are living: Lewis B., in 
Louisiana; Mary 8., and William H., who is now principal of the Natchez schools. Dr. Ker 
died in 1850, a member of the Presbyterian church, in which he was an elder for some time 
His youngest son, William H., was given the advantages of Harvard college, which institu- 
tion he was attending when the war broke out. He immediately returned to Natchez, and in 
1861 enlisted in the Adams troop of cavalry, which afterward became a part of Jeff Davis’ 
legion. He served the Confederate cause faithfully until the close of the war, being paroled 
with his command May 1, 1865. He then came to his home, and until 1876 followed the 
occupation of planting, after which he turned his attention to teaching school, a calling that 
has since occupied his time and attention, and for the last two years he has been principal of 
the schools of Natchez. In 1871 Miss Josephine Chamberlain became his wife, and by her 
he is the father of two children. She is a member of the Presbyterian church, and he belongs 
to the K. of H. and the K. and L. of H. 

D. W. Kerr, Giles, Kemper county, Miss., was born in New Hanover county, N. C., 
September 19, 1831, and is a son of John and Mary (Bourdeaux) Kerr. The father was born 
in the same county, and even the same house as the son, March 16, 1797, and was a son of 
Daniel and Elizabeth (Myrphy) Kerr. Daniel Kerr served as a soldier in the war of the Revo- 
lution. John Kerr was married in North Carolina in 1828, and reared a family of seven 
children: Anthony J., Daniel W., the subject of this sketch; John F., James D., Margaret 
E., who married Di. James Gage; Mary, deceased, and Laura J., wife of Maj. J. B. Robin- 
son. The family emigrated from North Carolina to Kemper county, Miss., in 1835, the father 
investing in land, which he placed under cultivation. He was a successful planter, and at 
the breaking out of the Civil war he owned eighty-five slaves. He died December 25, 18S]. 
He was a member of the Presbyterian church, and used his best efforts to promote the wel- 
fare of that society. Politically he was identified with the democratic party, of which he was 
a leader in his county. The mother of our subject was born in New Hanover county, N.C., 
in 1810, and was a daughter of Col. Anthony D. and Margaret E. (DeVane) Bourdeaux. Her 
parents were natives of Scotland, but were of French lineage; they passed their lives in North 
Carolina. Mrs. Kerr died in 1870. She was an honored member of the Presbyterian church. 
Daniel W. was but three years of age when his parents removed to Kemper county. He 
reevived a good education for that day, and in 1550 he began farming on his own account. 
He was married in 1879 to Peggy M. Jones, a daughter of John M. and Martha W. (Pettus) 
Jones. Mrs. Jones is a sister of Governor Pettus. Mrs. Kerr was born in the house on the 
Jones’ plantation which she and her husband now occupy. Three children have been born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Kerr: John M. J., Anthony P. and Daniel W., Jr. In 1861 Mr. Kerr 
enlisted in Capt. R. O. Perrine’s cavalry company, which was attached to the Jefferson Davis 
league; this league was organized in the army of Virginia in 1861, under Maj.-Gen. William 
T. Martin. Mr. Kerr was in many noted engagements of the war, and in 1564 he was made 
captain of company C of the Jeff Davis legion. In 1865, at Greensboro, N. C., he was 
paroled. He was never wounded nor taken prisoner. When the end came he cheerfully 
accepted the situation and returned to his home, In 1866 he went to Mexico, but after a 
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short stay there he returned to the states and engaged in farming. He has devoted himself 
to general agriculture, and has raised some good livestock. He owns five hundred acres of 
land, which eventually will be under cultivation. “He is a man of liberal views, and is inter- 
ested in the growth and development of the county. Politically he is a democrat, and he 
is also a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, of which he is the business agent for the county 
He and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church. 

_ Henry Key, son of Dr. Bazil Graves Key, a native of Edgefield district, 5. C., and Mrs. 
Martha Ann (Munday) Key, was born in Lowndes county, Ala., January 19, 1834.0 Their 
parents were married in their native district in South Carolina, and as Dr. Key was a man of 
superior intelligence, he met with the best vf success in the practice of his profession and 
accumulated a handsome competency. He graduated from a school of medicine in South 
Carolina, but after several years devoted to attending to the wants of suffering humanity in 
that state, he moved to Georgia, but a few years later came to Alabama, and for a few years 
resided in Macon county; afterwards removed to Lowndes county in the same state, where 
he resided until 1835, when he moved with his family to the state of Mississippi and located 
in Franklin county for a time; from thence to Jefferson county and located at Fayette, the 
county seat. He was in the city of Natchez, Miss., during the notable hurricane or tornado 
in 1837 and performed yeoman services to the people disabled by that terrible cyclone. He 
practiced at Fayette until his death, in February, [S41, bis wife surviving him a number of 
years and dying on the 26th day of August, 1866. Their family, numbering eight sons and 
three daughters, all arrived at the age of maturity, two sons and two daughters being now 
alive. Dr. Bazil Graves Key was a relative of Frances 5. Key, the author of the ‘Star 
Spangled Banner,” and a descendant of one Martin Key, who married a granddaughter of 
Henry the Seventh, of England, his father’s family, at this late day, being able to show not 
only written record but English characteristics of uprightness and truth, and nearly all of 
them English in physique. Henry Key was a resident of his native state until he arrived at 
the age of twenty years, and as this time was spent on a farm, his chances for acquiring an 
education were not of the best. He was possessed of a determination, however, of becoming 
a well educated man, and with this end in view he read everything that came his way, and in 
this manner became well posted on the current topics of the day. In 1854 he came to Fay- 
ette and served a regular apprenticeship, learning the painter’s trade, at which he has worked, 
with good success ever since. After a few years devoted to his trade in Fayette and the 
adjoining country, in 1568 he removed with his then small family to Illinois, but at the end 
of one year decided that the congenial climate of the South was the best place for him, and 
accordingly returned to Fayette. He was elected clerk of the cireuit court of Jefferson 
county in 1872, for he possessed many and warm friends, and at the expiration of his term 
he was honored with a reélection to that responsible position, and discharged his onerous 
duties to the satisfaction of all concerned for eight years. Since retiring from office he has 
worked at his trade, but at the same time discharged the duties of agent for several insur- 
ance companies. He is one of the brightest and most active workers of the Masonic lodge in 
this part of the state, has served in various official capacities, and on several different ocea- 
sions has represented his lodge in the grand lodge of the state, and for several years has been 
deputy grand master of his district. He is a member of the Knights of Honor, also the 
Knights and Ladies of Honor, in both of which orders he now holds responsible positions. 
He served on important committees in the grand lodge and showed that he possessed shrewd 
and practical ideas and had the welfare of the order warmly at heart. He is one of the fore- 
most and earnest members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and has several times repre- 
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sented his circuit in the aunual conference. At the present time the positions he is filling 
are secretary of the Masonic lodge and city clerk and collector. He has been the mayor of 
Fayette and has also been a member of the city council and magistrate. He was married in 
Jefferson county, Miss., April 19, 1S65, at Magnolia Grove, to Miss Martha I. Hammet, a daugh- 
ter of O. D. Hammet, of Jefferson county, Miss. She was born and reared in Jeffersoncounty, 
and obtained an excellent education, graduating ia IS62 in the Fayette female college, being 
now one of the most intelligent, accomplished and amiable ladies in the county. She has 
borne her husband five children: Ada H., wife of J. W. Weileuman, a planter of Washington 
county, Miss.; Lucie, an accomplished young lady; Annie, who, with her sister Ada, in same 
class, graduated from Port Gibson female college; Katie, eighteen years old, is one of the 
successful school teachers of Fayette: Frank, fifteen years old, attending the high school of 
Fayette, and Ellett, a bright lad of ten years. Mr. Key is a man of excellent business quali- 
fications, and in regard to principles and character he is beyond reproach. His sterling 
worth of character has won for him the respect and esteem of his fellowmen, and his desire 
to live the life of a true Christian is well worthy of emulation. 
Robert D. Kilgore has been a resident and planter of Clay county, Miss.,; since the war, 
-but was born in South Carolina in 1830, a son of Dr. Benjamin and Mary D. Kilgore, the 
former of whom was born in Greenville district, S. C., December 11, 1792. He received his 
literary and medical education in the state of his birth and there practiced his profession for 
many years. He was also the owner of a good plantation and was interested in the slave 
trade. His wife was a Miss Hudson, and with her and his children he removed to Oktibbeha 
county, Miss., the portion in which he settled being Clay county. After remaining there a 
few years he came to the plantation which is now owned by his son, Robert D., and bere, in 
connection with planting, he practiced his profession. To himself and wife the following 
children were born: Koziah; Susan (Mrs. Brinker); John J., in Texas; Major Benjamin, of 
Lafayette county, Miss.; Mary, who first married a Mr. Davis aud afterward Rev. Foster; 
Josiah, who died on his way to Mexico during that war; Robert D.; James L., of Clay county, 
Miss.; Elizabeth, wife of Col. William Lylus; Pleasant M., who died in the army; Naney, 
wife of Jacob Barr, of Clay county; Margaret, the deceased wife of Capt. W. W. Robinson, 
of West Point, and Harriet M., of this county. Dr. Kilgore was a sonof James and Keziah 
Kilgore, and died on the 31st of December, 1S64, his wife’s death occurring on the 22d of 
‘February, 1846, at the age of forty-two years. Robert D. Kilgore, in starting out in life 
for himself, went to California in search of gold in 1852, and while in that state was engaged 
in mining a part of the time. In 1862 he started home to take part in the war, and as 
he came by land through Mexico, he was seven months and nine days on the way. He 
joined the Confederate forces within ten days after reaching home, becoming a member 
of company KH, Duff's battalion, and was in a number of engagements throughout the state 
of Mississippi: Wolf River, Guice’s crossroads, Harrisburg and Oxford; the war over, he 
returned to Mississippi, and has since been engaved in planting, and the manner in which he 
looks after his present estate denotes him to be successful and energetic. It is but just to say 
that his good name is above reproach, and that he has won the confidence and esteem of 
all who know him, for this is well known by those who have the honor of bis acquaintance. 
He comes of an excellent and highly respected family, and is possessed of many of the 
qualities which were characterstic of his people: kindness of heart, intelligence, honesty 
and industry, and is of a social disposition and very hospitable. He is unmarried. 
Bradley T. Kimbrough, Oxford, Miss., who is the chancellor of the third chancery 


court district of Mississippi, including ten counties, was born in east ‘Tennessee in [S46, and 
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was the youngest son born to Duke W. and Elaza (Cook) Kimbrough, natives of North and 
South Carolina respectively. The paternal grandfather was a pioneer settler of east Tennes- 
see and was a noted Baptist minister, held in the highest esteem. He was an arbitrator 
among the people of his community, with whom his word was a just liw. Duke W. Kin. 
brough died in 1885 at the age of eighty-four years. His wife died in 185! or 1852. 
Bradley T. grew up on a farm and enjoyed only limited educational advantages. In 1863 
he left the schoolroom and enlisted in the Confederate army as a private in company A, 
Fifty-ninth Tennessee volunteer infantry, serving in Tennessee, Virginia and North Caro. 
lina. He was wounded in a skirmish at Athens, Tenn., in the fall of 1S64, ancf had just 
rejoined his command in time to be paroled at Washington, Ga., May 11, 1865. He then 
returned to schvol, attending first in Tennessee and then at Georgetown, Ky., and in the fall 
of 1867 he came to Mississippi. He taught sehdol and in his leisure hours began the study 
of law. He finally entered the Lebanon law school and was graduated in the class of [US60. 
In January, [S70, he entered upon the practice of his chosen profession at Ripley, Miss., 
where he remained for eight months. Upon the formation of the new county of Benton he 
‘located at Ashland, the county seat, beiug the first lawyer in the place. He» remained there 
until 1885, and in that year came to Oxford, where he has since resided. [fe has always 
taken an active interest in the political world, and was the first representative in the state 
legislature from Benton county, serving in 1S72-73. He was appointed chancellor in 
1884 and has held the office since that time, receiving the suecessive appointments. When 
he first came to this county he purchased his residence, which he has converted into one of 
the most comfortable and elegant of homes. He owns a fine plantation of twelve hundred 
acres, nine miles west of Oxford, five hundred of which are under cultivation. Many 
improvements have been made on this plantation, so that it is considered one of the most desir- 
able in the county. He isa member of the Baptist church and is 2 deacon of that body. 
He is a Mason, and was grand master of the gratid lodge in 1886. He was grand high 
priest of the state in 1SS4. In ISS8S he was chairman of the law committee and made the 


anti-saloon veport and secured its adoption by the grand lodge, that saloon-keeping is a 


o 
8 
violation of Masonic law. He is justly proud of his Masonie record.  Alesville is a post- 
office five miles from Oxford, which was secured through the influence of Mr. Kimbrough. 
It is located on his land, and he has recently erected a gin and mill there and started a store. 
While living in Ashland Mr. Kimbrough assisted in the establishing of an academy there, 
being next to the largest contributor to the enterprise. He was also a liberal supporter of 
other measures of public interest. He is a strong temperance man, social and genial in dis- 
position, and a reliable, upright citizen and an able judge. He has an interesting family, 
composed of a wife and six children. His wife, who is the eharm of bis home, was Miss 
Kate Carothers, who is a graduate of Mary Sharp colleve, of Teunessee, a lady of rare 
accomplishments, having taken several post-graduate courses, her very liberal education being 
finished by travel in this country and Europe. 

Prof. A. A. Kincannon, Meridian, Miss., superintendent of the Meridian graded and 
industrial schools, is a son of Capt. James A. Kincannon, who was born in the Old Dominion 
in 1832, and whose parents were of Scotch descent. At an early age the Captain came to 
Mississippi from Tennessee as a ward of his unele, A. A. Kineannon. He was a valiant 
soldier of the Mexican war, and was wounded on one of its fields. He was also a soldier of 
the Confederacy. Professor Kincannon’s mother was Mrs. M. A. Kincannon (nee Connor), 
of Noxubee county, Miss. The Professor was born on the 2d of August, [S59, and attended 
the country schools until len years of age, when his parents moyed to Verona, Lee county, 
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Miss. There he attended the schools of the town, and in 1877 entered the University of 
Mississippi, at Oxford, where he continued, at intervals, for three years. While a student at the 
university he was elected anniversarian of Phi Sigma literary society, which has always been 
regarded as an honor of highest distinction by the authorities and students of the university. 
Subsequently he graduated from the Normal university of Ohio. In the autumn of [SST he 
purchased property at Venora and opened a high school for boys. In 1854 he was tendered 
the position of principal of the preparatory department of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
college, at Starkville, which he accepted, and filled so satisfactorily that after one year he was 
promoted to the adjunct professorship of English literature of that famous institution. In 
“1887 he was tendered the superintendency of the city schools of Meridian, which he accepted, 
and has held for four years. The term for which he now stands elected does not expire until 
1894. Professor Kincannon’s excellent work in the schools of this enterprising city can 
scarcely be measured. From a position anything but creditable in the scholastic scale, Merid- 
ian now stands at the head in the state. Her few little schools in 1885, with an attendance 
of only two hundred and seventy pupils, have grown now (1891) into splendid schools, with 
ample and modern buildings, and an attendance of two thousand students. . Professor Kin- 
cannon and W. G. Stevenson, who is president of the board of trustees, after making thor- 
ough personal observation and investigation in the Northwest and Northeast, gave to Merid- 
ian the fine system of methods and buildings which have now become the pride of every 
true citizen. He is perhaps one of the best traveled men of his age in the country. The 
Professor is a member of the Masonic fraternity, past chancellor of the Knights of Pythias, 
past dictator of the Knights of Honor and a member of the Golden Rule. In his chureh. - 
relationship he is a Cumberland Presbyteriau. In 1890 he was made a member of the Amer- 
ican academy of political and social science, whose membership includes many of the great 
scholars of Europe and America. Prof. Kincannon’s management of the Meridian schools has 
given him great prominence, and his host of friends throughout the state urged him three years 
ago to become a candidate for state superintendent, but he declined. For some time he edited 
the Mississippi Teacher, a journal which took high rank and prospered so long as it con- 
tinued under his management. Professor Kincannon was married in 1888 to Miss Mary 
George Barksdale, a daughter of Gen. William Russell Barksdale, and to them one child, 
Frankine, was born. The Professor is active in benevolent and charitable enterprises, strong 
in his friendship, and brave in the defense of the right. By his frank and kindly deport- 
ment he finds friends and admirers wherever he goes. 

Benjamin F. King, Calvert, Miss., an extensive planter of Kemper county, Miss., is the 
subject of the following sketch: He was born in Kemper county, Miss.,in 1845, and is a son 
of David and Elizabeth P. (Richards) King. David King was~born in Georgia in ISOS, and 
was a farmer and carpenter by occupation. He was married in Fayette county, Ala., in 1829, 
and removed to Kemper county in 1833. He died in Lauderdale county, Miss., in 1S62. 
Politically he affiliated with the democratic party. He and his wife were members of the 
Primitive Baptist church. They reared a family of nine children: Martin D., Susan A., 
Francis T., Huldah H., Rufus G., Benjamin F., Miriam L., Bettie P. and Nancy P. The 
mother died in Lauderdale county in 1873. They were prominent people in the early history 
of the county and were highly respected. Martin D., Rufus G. and Benjamin F. were all 
soldiers in the Civil war. Martin D. was twice wounded, once at Richmond and at Gettys- 
burg; he died in 1883 in Texas. Benjamin F. King was educated in this county, and remained 
with his family until he was twenty-two years of age, when he entered the lists in his own 
behalf. At the age of eighteen years he had fought in the cause of the South, enlisting in 
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company C, Second Mississippi cavalry. He was in the Georgia campaign, and in a number 
of skirmishes. He was paroled at Gainesville, Ala., in 1865. In 1867 he was united in 
marriage to Miss Huldah K. Pruitt, a daughter of Thomas M. and Naomi (Windon) Pruitt, 
born in Kemper county, Miss., in ISto. Her grandparents were pioneers of the county, 
having come here in 1833. Her father died in 1862, and the mother passed away the same 
year. Mr. and Mrs. King had born to them six children: Rufus C., Maggie L., Kennie V., 
Martin D., Mamie N. and a deceased son. The mother died in ISSS, July 26. Mr. King was 
married a second time, in 1889, to Mrs. Bettie G. Culpepper, widow of Clarence Culpepper, 
and daughter of Rey. J. K. Ryan, of Choctaw county, Ala. Two children have been born 
of this marriage: Frank H. and Alma K., twins. Frank H. is deceased. Mrs. King is a 
member of the Missionary Baptist church. Mr. King is a stanch adherent to the principles 
of the democratic party, and is an ardent supporter of home industries. He owns sixteen 
hundred acres of land, to the cultivation of which he devotes his time and energies. He has 
been postmaster of Calvert for eight years, and under his management the work has been 
done to the entire satisfaction of the public. Rufus C. King, son of the above, was born 
October 16, 1867, and was educated at the Agricultural and Mechanical college, Starkville, 
Miss. He was married November 20, 1S90, to Miss Lockard, of Meridian, Miss. He is 
_ now secretary and treasurer of the Agricultural and Mechanical college. Mr. King has given 
all his children a liberal education. ° 

Elias L. King was born in Yazoo county, Miss., in 1846, and is the younger of two sons 
of William L. and A. (Spell) King, of Tennessee and Mississippi, respectively. The father 
emigrated from his native state at the age of nineteen years, and located in Mississippi. For 
a few years he taught school, and then did an overseer’s work until he had saved enough 
money to buy land. In 1849 he purchased five hundred and twenty acres of the tract on 
which the subject of this notice now lives. He was a successful farmer, and is an honored 
citizen, having attained the age of seventy-six years. His wife died August 12, 1S7i. Elias 
LL. and his brother, Aaron L., served in the Confederate army during the late Civil war. 
They were members of company A, Wirt Adams’ cavalry. Elias served one year, but his 
brother some time longer. After the close of the conflict our subject began to meet the 
world upon his own responsibility. He was married in 1866 to Miss Alma Waters, a daugh- 
ter of Addison and Mary (Luse) Waters, and eight children have been born to them: Will- 
iam, a farmer; Lucian, also a farmer; Aaron, Kendall, Mary A., wife of Henry Smith; 
Amma, wife of James Cader; Ruby and May. Mr. King is the owner of a plantation con- 
sisting of twelve hundred and ninety-one acres; this is divided into three sections, and is well 
improved. He and his brother Aaron, who is now deceased, have always been considered 
the leading stockmen of the county, and have done more to promote that branch of farming 
than any other dealers. He raises a large amount of cotton and corn, and raises large num- 
bers of horses, mules and cattle. He is vice-president of the Yazoo county Farmers’ Alliance, 
and has been president of the sub-alliance since its organization. He has been wideawake 
on all questions pertaining to the agricultural interests of the country and has given them 
close attention. He and his wife haye been members of the Methodist Episcopal church since 
their youth, and he is one of the present trustees of the church. 

Capt. P. J. King, planter and merchant, Mound Landing, Miss., is the fortunate owner 
of a bountiful estate of over fourteen hundred acres, and of this he has nine hundred acres 
under cultivation. He bought an interest in Whitehall plantation in 1576, but soon bought 
out the interests of the others, and now controls it all. He is a model planter, and every- 
thing about his place indicates to the beholder a thorough and progressive owner. He has a 
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good steamgin, with all the modern improvements, and by his good judgment and excellent 
management has accumulated a fortune. He is acknowledged to be one of the best farmers 
of Bolivar county. In I8S6 he opened a store on his place, carries a stock of goods valued 
at $4,000, and does an annual business of 330,000. Aside from this, he is the owner of Lan- 
caster place, consisting of four hundred acres, with three hundred and fifty acres under culti- 
vation, and although this place was ina very unpromising condition, he soon made many 
improvements, erected a steamgin, a barn, many eabins, and cleared one hundred acres. He 
was born in Pennsylvania in 1842, and was the son of Joseph and Ella (McKee) King, both 
natives also of the Keystone state. The father followed farming all his life. His death 
oceurred in 1852, and the mother received her final call in 1875. In youth, Captain King 
was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade, and worked at that in Philadelphia for several years. 
In 1861 he enlisted in company H, Second Pennsylvania reserve, and was attached to the 
army of the Potomac, serving in the seven days’ fight and in nearly all the engagements of 
that army. He was taken prisoner at Charles City crossroads, was confined in Libby prison 
for three months, after which he was exchanged, and jomed his command. When released, 
he was transferred to the United States construction department, and his trade of carpenter 
was of great use to him in this position. He served in that department with the rank and 
pay of captain until cessation of hostilities. In December, 1865, he went to Alabama, located 
near Montgomery, aud was engaged in planting for seven years. In 1876 he came to Misis- 
sippi and bought an interest in his present plantation, as above stated. 

Dr. Thomas S. King, Deasonville, Miss., one of the most popular practitioners of Yazoo 
county, was born in Franklin county, Miss., December 25, 1833. During his infancy his 
parents, Douglas and Letitia (Davis) King, removed to Yazoo county; the father opened up 
afarm of six hundred aeres, which he cultivated with much profit; he died in 1858... The mother 
of Thomas 8. passed away in 1840. She had born to her four children: Octavia L., the wife 
of B. Swayne, of this county; Thomas 8.; W. P. (deceased), who was a teacher by profession, 
and Letitia, who was burned to death at the age of four years. The father was married a 
second time, in 1841, to Miss Maria E. Moore, a daughter of James Moore, of Port Gibson, 
Miss. Hight children were born of this union: Mary E., wife of Col. H. Luce; Frances E., 
wife of Solomon Swayze; Letitia; Ellen R., wife of a Mr. Hammond, of Yazoo City; John, a 
farmer in this county; Charles, also a farmer, and James and Florence, both of whom died 
in infancy. The mother of these children died in 1879. The Doctor’s schooldays were 
passed in Sharon, Madison county, with the exception of one year spent at Dolbear’s com- 
mercial college at Natchez, Miss. When he chose a profession he selected that of medicine, 
and entered Jetferson medical collegé, Philadelphia, for the purpose of fitting himself for 
the responsibilities of his future vocation. He was graduated in 1S5S, in the same class as 
Dr. MeCann, of this county. He then returned to his home and located at Ebenezer, 
Holmes county, where he practiced eight months; thence he came to this county and engaged 
in professional labors until 1852. He was then appointed contract sergeant at Vaughn’s 
Station, but ina few months enlisted as a private in company I, First Mississippi light artil- 
lery, commanded by Captain Bowman. He was on detached serviee as assistant surgeon 
when he was captured at Spanish Fort, Ala., in April, 1865. He was taken to Ship Island, 
and was held there until the final surrender, when he was paroled and returned to his home. 
He then took up active professional work, and has devoted his time and efforts to making a rep- 
utation second to none in the county. He has invested his surplus funds in real estate, 
and has a well-improved farm of two hundred and ninety aeres. Dr. King was married 
November 29, 1855, to Miss Lenora A. Moore, a daughter of Allen and Mary (Mathisos) 
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Moore, pioneers und prominent settlers of Yazgo county. Two children have been born of 
this union: Thomas S., Jr., a farmer of the coulhty, and Estelle D., wife of Richard Ledhet- 
ter. The Doctor is a member of Deasonville lodge, A. F. & A. M., and of the Knights of 
Honor. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which he gives liberally of 
his means. He has witnessed many changes in the county, and has been a potent factor its 
growth and development. 

Dr. C. T. Kirk, a prominent physician and planter, of Winston county, Miss, was origi- 
nally from Alabama; his birth occurring in Autauga county, in 1835. His father, Dr. William 
Kirk, was born near Mount Vernon, Va., in 1503, and was educated for a professional career in 
New York. He was married when nineteen years ofage to Miss Rebecea Billingsly, of a family 
of wealth and great influence, being connected with some of the best families in Virginia, 
Joseph E. Johnston, Mortens and Lees. He moved to Alabama, among the first setilers of 
Autauga county, and engaged in merchandising; his trade being principally with the Creek 
Indians for several years, until the farming interest of the bottom lands of the Ala- 
bama_ river were developed, when he moved to, Mobile, Ala., and embarked in’ the 
wholesale merchandising and conmission business, under the firm title of Kirk & Har- 
ris. They did a large business for several years, supplying the farmers and country 
merchants, until the death of the junior partner. He then attended medical lectures 
in New Orleans, and moved to Macon, Miss., and began the practice of medicine, eon- 
tinuing a few years, and then moved to Winston county, where he practiced his pro- 
fession until his death, in 1857, being at the time of his death the oldest practicing 
physician in the state. To his marriage were born ten children, tive of whom are now living 
and named in the order of their births as follows: Sarah, C. T. (subject of this sketch), A. S., 
C. D. R. and Walter M—all the sons being physicians. Dr. William Kirk was elected to 
represeut his couuty in the legislature and served two years. He was a true democrat and 
a member of the Masonic fraternity, and devoted his entire life to the benefits of his fellow- 
men. Dr. C. T. Kirk was educated for his profession at St. Louis, Louisville and Cincinnati 
medical colleges, graduating with first honors in 1857; his thesis on medical diagnosis being 
considered the best ever written by any medical student, was published in all the medical 
journals of America. He at once began practicing in Winston county at Fern Springs, Miss. 
In 1858 he was married to Miss Amanda Anderson, daughter of Elijah and Margaret Ander- 
son, a family of sterling character and wealth. The fruits of this union have been nine 
children, six of whom are yet living, viz.: Lula, wife of Dr. A. A. MeNeel; Lona, wife of 
James B. MeNees; Ida, Geneva, C. T., Jr. and Chalmers at home. Dr. C. T. Kirk is a 
member of the Masonic order and has reached the council degree. He has had considerable 
legislative experience, having represented his county in the legislature during the most try- 
ing times the state ever experienced. He attended font sesstons; was on several of the most 
important committees (judiciary and finance) during the entire time. In IS61 he enlisted 
in company D, Thirty-tifth Mississippi volunteer infantry (Confederate states), and was at 
once appointed surgeon of the regiment. He served until about the close of the war, being 
on hospital duty most of the time. Through his efforts Dr. Kirk sneceeded in cetting 
a charter for the Meridian medical institute, and on the strength of his efforts in this matter, 
the legislature passed an aet granting him permission to practice in any part of the state 
without license from the state medical board. He also started and edited the first and only 
medical journal of the state, The Epitome. He was elected by the board of trustees to the 
chairs of theory and practice of surgery, and also made dean of the faculty, was also 
elected to the chair of surgery in the Atlanta medical school, © Dr. Kirk is pleasant 
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and agreeable in manners, generous and warm hearted, a high-toned, honorable gentle- 
man. He has a strong and vigorous minrd, is progressive in his ideas, and stands in the first 
rank of physicians of the South. In polities, a true democrat; in religion, a Baptist; true 
to his friends and venerous to his foes. 

Jobn M. Kirk, a prominent citizen of Bolivar county, resides at Kirkland, a plantation 
of one thousand two hundred acres, with seven hundred acres under cultivation, near Gun- 
nison. In 1890 he erected an iron ginhouse, fireproof, with all the modern improvements 
and all in the best of shape. He was born on his father’s plantation, in Bolivar county, in 
1859, and is a son of John C. and Edvinia (Melchior) Kirk, natives, respectively, of South 
Carolina and Kentucky. The father came to Mississippi in 1845, settled on the river in 
Bolivar county, named his plantation Waxhaw, from the locality where he had resided in 
South Carolina, and became one of the most extensive planters in Bolivar county, being the 
owner of several plantations. He died in 1887, at the age of seventy-five years, and left 
his widow and four children, the latter named in the order of their births as follows: John 
M., Pearl] (wife of Frank Scott, of Ruseclale), Albert Leonidas and Anita G. John M. Kirk 
was reared on his father’s place, secured a liberal education at Frankfort, Ky., and Sewanee, 
Tenn., and in 1879 graduated at the Eastman business college, at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. In 
1884 he returned to this college and took the course in penmanship, after which he acted as 
bookkeeper for his father until 1SS7. In tbat year he was married to Miss Bessie Shattuck, 
a native of Wilkinson county, Miss., and the daughter of Capt. James W. Shattuck, who 
resides on Evypt ridye, this county, at the present time. Captain Shattuek recently moved 
to Bolivar county from Wilkinson county, where he was a member of the legislature, and is 
now an esteemed citizen of the former county. His father, Judge David O. Shattuck, 
resided for a time in Wilkinson county, where he was circuit judge, and before the war 
moved to California, where he resides at the present time. He has over one hundred 
descendants. To Mr. and Mrs. Kirk have been born two children: John Shattuck and 
Eddie May. Mrs. Kirk is a member of the Episcopal church, and Mr. Kirk is a member of 
the Masonic, the Knights of Honor, K. of P. ant the alliance o:ganizations. In personal 
appearance Mr. Kirk is about the medium hight, a good-looking blonde, and iu manners is 
pleasant and gentlemanly. 

A. H. Kirkland is the proprietor of the Mississippi Agricultural works, at Jackson, 
Miss. ‘The invention and manufacture of machines and labor-saving appliances, designed 
to facilitate the operations of agriculture, have probably exerted a greater influence in con- 
tributing to the marvelous growth and development of this country than any other cause. 
Notable among the manufacturing establishments of Jackson engaged in this department of 
industry are the works belonging to Mr. Kirkland, which have been in operation since 1873. 
The implements turned out are recognized as unsurpassed in materials and workmanship, 
and the reputation and popularity of this house is due, not only to the acknowledged supe- 
riority of its goods, but also to the systematic correctness of its methods and the spirit of 
fairness by which all its transactions are characterized. Farming implements of all kinds 
are manufactured, which have a large sale in this state and Louisiana. He was born in Vir- 
ginia in 1820, to which state his ancestors came from Scotland in colonial days. At the 
opening of the war he enlisted in the Confederate service, being at once placed in the arse- 
nal at Columbus. 

Dr. John KR. Kirkland, of Meridian, Miss., is the son of Moses B. and Paulina (Tims) 
Kirkland. His parents are natives of South Carolina, but removed early to Alabama, 
where his father engaged in planting. They came about 1857 to Mississippi, and Mr. 
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Kirkland died in Scott county, leaving a large family, of whom Dr. Kirkland, who was 
born in Greene county, Ala., December 20, 1835, {s the eldest son living. This gentle- 
man was educated by taking a thorough course of literary training in Greene county, Ala., 
and in the science of medicine and surgery, in which he graduated at the University of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Penn., March, 1859, after more than two years of devoted 
study. In 1860 he hung out his professional shingle at Hillsboro, Scott county, Miss., and 
he had scarcely had time to establish himself in a practice when the warbegan. He enlisted in 
com F', of the Twentieth Mississippi regiment, as assistant surgeon. He was captured at Fort 
Donelson and taken to Mound City, Il., and pnt in charge of the Confederate sick and 
wounded who were confined there, and to whose welfare he devoted his best profes- 
sional skill for several months, until he was exchanged, and rejoined his regiment at Clin- 
ton, Miss., of which he was in charge as surgeon until the general surrender of the Con- 
federate armies. He came to Meridian, Miss., in 1865, in September, where he has since 
been continuously engaged in the practice of his profession, and has built up an extensive 
patronage, which is also a very lucrative one. He has several times been president of the 
Lauderdale medical society, and is a member the state medical society. In February, 1564, 
he married Miss A. E. Yarborough, of Scott county, Miss., by whom he has four children 
living: Mrs. Annie Gray, of Atlanta, Ga., John R., Jr.; Willie F. and Nellie. He isa 
member of the Masonic fraternity and of the Knights of Honor, and is also a member as well 
as a deacon of the First Baptist church. 

Dr. J. E. Knott is a Virginian by birth, in which state he was born in Mareb, 1818, and 
while an infant was taken by his parents, William and Elizabeth I. (Moody) Knott, both 
native Virginians, to Maury county, Tenn., where his early life was passed on the plantation 
belonging to his father, and where he attended the common schools. He finished his literary 
education in a good academy and obtained his medical education in part in the medical 
department of the University of Kentucky at Louisville, which he attended during 1842 and 
1843. The following year he entered the medical department of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, graduating therefrom in 1845, and in 1846 began practicing his profession in Sumter 
county, Ala., where he continued with success for three years. In 1549 he came to Alamucha, 
Lauderdale county, Miss., where he practiced his profession till 1872, when he opened an 
office in Meridian, where he remained three years, since which he has resided at his former 
location, Alamucha. He has been identified with the agricultural interests for some years, 
and now owns a large tract of good farming land, but the most of his attention has been 
given to his profession. He was married in 1lSo7 to Miss Amelia M. Knott, of Greene 
county, Ala, by whom he has three children: William J., Ella K. (wife of Dr. E. F. 
Crowther, a resident physician—specialist—of Vicksburg), and one that died in infancy. 
William J., the son, was married to Miss Virginia Lee Portis, of Alabama, in 1891, and is a 
talented young attorney of the Meridian bar. He was for four years a student of Vander- 
bilt university of Nashville, Tenn., where he took a collegiate as well as a law course. ‘I'he 
mother of these children died in 1865. Dr. Knott is a member of the Missionary Baptist 
church, his daughter, Mrs. Crowther, being also a member of that church. His son, W. J., 
and his wife, are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. The Doctor is also a 
member of the A. F. & A.M. His health has been quite delicate throughout life, and at 
the present time he is almost retired from the practice of medicine, although his life work 
has been crowned with success. He is of a very benevolent, charitable and hospitable dispo- 
sition, and is liberal with his means in helping those who need assistance. One of his 
brothers, R. F. Knott (deceased), was a resident of Mebiky «Ala., and another brother, 
William M., is a citizen of ‘'ennessee. 
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Dr. A. B. Knox, of New Albany, Union county, Miss., was born in Anderson district, 
S. C., in 1837. When he was one year old he removed with his parents to Franklin 
county, Ga. There the family remained for seven years, when they came to Tippah county, 
- Miss., locating twelve miles south of Ripley. There Dr. Knox grew to manhood. He attended 
the Union university at Murfreesboro, Tenn., and after taking the prescribed course, he grad- 
uated with honor. Soon after the beginning of the war, he enlisted in the Confederate 
army and served for four years. In the second year of his service he was commissioned 
lieutenant. Hewas so severely wounded at Florence, Ala., as to disable him from further 
active participation. At the close of the war he took up the study of medicine under Dr. 
Hodges, graduating finally at the Kentucky school of medicine, at Louisville. Not long 
thereafter he married Miss Nanny J. Parks, a daughter of William Parks, who was one of 
the pioneers of Pontotoc county. They have one son, named Ralph. Soon after his marriage 
Dr. Knox engaged in the practice of his profession, with such success that he was enabled 
in a few years to retire. The Doctor and his family are members of the Missionary Baptist 
church, in which he holds the office of deacon. He has long been an active Sunday-school 
worker, and has all of the interests of the church closely at heart. He has at all times been 
helpfully identified with every movement tending to the upbuilding of public morals, and 
for the dissemination of education and general enlightenment. Every enterprise for the 
benefit of the town and county has his unqualifiedsupport. His father, William Knox, was 
born in Pickens district, S. C., in 1810. He located in Tippah county in 1848, where he has 
resided a greater part of his life, dying at Ripley in 1877. He was a popular and highly 
respected citizen, influential in business and in politics. In 1859 he was elected to represent 
his county in the legislature, and previous to that time, while a resident of Georgia, he had 
been a member of the legislature of the state of Georgia. He was an uncompromising dem- 
ocrat, but when the dissolution of the government arose he was in favor of Mississippi 
going out of the Union under the United States flag, instead of adopting the colors of the 
Southern Confederacy. 

Among the very foremost of the professional men of Lauderdale county, Miss., whose 
skill is unquestioned and whose success has been very flattering, may be mentioned Dr. J. G. 
Knox, who was born in Greene county, Ala., in 1825, there also receiving the advantages of 
the common schools. He afterward fitted himself for college in the schools of Sumterville 
and Livingston, Ala., and Green Hill, Miss., entered the University of Mississippi in 1850, 
and graduated from that institution with the degree of A. B. in 1554, being one of the speak- 
ers of his class. After leaving college he taught school for one year, then entered the med- 
ical department of the University of Virginia, where he took his first course of lectures. He 
next entered Tulane university of New Orleans, where he was graduated as an M. D, in 1857, 
following which he entered upon his practice in Lauderdale county. After two years spent 
at Alamucha he removed to Rushing’s store in the western part of the county, where he 
remained six years, the two following years being spent in Marengo county, Ala. In 186S he 
located at Toomsuba, on the Alabama Great Southern railroad, twelve miles from Meridian, 
which place has been his home for the past twenty-three years, during which time he has. 
enjoyed a good practice. He has also done a small mercantile business for some time. Upon 
the opening of the Civil war he went out as captain of a company, but upon the reorganiza- 
tion of the army he resumed the practice of his profession. In 1860 he was married to Miss 
Cornelia W. Stevens, of Lauderdale county, and by her became the father of fourteen chil- 
dren, nine of whom are living: Walter Eugene, Jackson Boman, Lula Cornelia, Sallie Eliza- 
beth, Nannie Lee, Mattie Rebecca, Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar, James Gill and Rosaline 
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Eugenia. Dr. Knox, his wife and three dayghters are members of the Missionary Baptist 
church, and he is a member of the A. F. & A. M. Dr. Knox is benevolent, charitable and 
consistent, a lover of education, and a man of exceptionally high standing, both professionally 
and socially. Walter Eugene, the eldest son, is married to Miss Letitia Moore, a daughter of 
Judge Moore, of Alabama. Dr. Knox’s parents, James and Elizabeth Knox, were born in 
South Carolina somewhere in 1770 and 1780, respectively, and died in Alabaraa and Missis- 
sippi in 1827 and 1860, respectively, the former having been a farmer throughout life. 

Hon. John Curtis Kyle, lawyer and planter, Sardis, Miss., is emphatically a man of the 
people, and the life of usefulness upon which he entered when yet in his boyhood has only 
acquired broader scope since he became a man. He is a native of Panola county, Miss., born 
on the 17th of July, 1851, and the confidence that the people have in him is therefore intel- 
ligently placed, for they have had every opportunity to judge of his character and qualifica- 
tions, having known him from early boyhood. He was the third in order of birth of ten 
children born to the union of James M. and Susannah (Curtis) Kyle, natives of middle Ten- 
nessee. His paternal ancestors were from Scotland, and the maternal from the Emerald 
isle. The father immigrated from Tennessee to Panola county, Miss., in early life, and 
became a very successful farmer, finding his greatest delight in husbandry, and in the con- 
tentment and pleasures of the domestic circle. He was universally recognized as a man of 
stern integrity, fixed principles and sterling worth. No man ever enjoyed more of the con- 
fidence of the people or was more highly respected by his fellowmen than he. He reared a 
large family, and the prominent points in his character may be seen to-day in his children. 
Deprived of the benefits of a liberal education by various circumstances, Mr. Kyle neverthe- 
less appreciated learning and determined to strain every point to afford his children the best 
educational advantages. In this he was successful. John Curtis Kyle, now the oldest living 
child of the family, worked on his father’s farm, and whenever he could be spared from the 
arduous duties of the same he attended school. He improved every advantage offered in 
the common schools of the neighborhood, and his father, noticing that he was an apt and 
ambitious student, sent him to Bethel college, Tennessee, where he remained, employing his time 
industriously, until he had completed his course in the junior year. Circumstances prevented 
him from remaining longer, but did not prevent him from pursuing his studies at home. He 
neglected no opportunity to store his mind with useful knowledge, and having selected law 
as his vocation in life, entered Cumberland University, at Lebanon, Tenn. On the 4th of 
June, 1874, he graduated from that well-known institution of learning with honor, being 
awarded the degree of LL. D., when not yet twenty-three years of age. He immediately 
began practicing at Batesville, Miss., and entered upon the active duties of his profession, 
developing such skill, care and painstaking in the management of his business as to win and 
retain the confidence of his clients and of the public. From Batesville he removed to Sardis, 
where he continued the practice of law, part of the time in partnership with Hon. W. D. 
Miller and later with Hon. R. H. Taylor, continuing with that gentleman until spontaneously, 
without seeking or even desiring it, he was chosen mayor of the town. His administration 
was marked by ability, firmness and a devotion to duty such as is rarely equaled anywhere. 
In 1881, when polities ran high all through the state, Mr. Kyle was nominated by the dem- 
ocratic party to represent the county in the state senate. Tho strongest man in the opposi- 
tion ranks was brought out against him and the county was thoroughly canvassed by both. 
The result was the triumphant election of Mr. Kyle over his competitor and a service of four 
years in the senate, where his ability was soon recognized, and where he wielded a marked 
influence in shaping the legislation of the period to promote the peace and welfare of the 
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whole state. At the expiration of his term he was urgently solicited to stand for re-election, 
but firmly and courteously declined. Subsequently, when the board of control of the peui- 
tentiary and railroad commissioners was created by the legislature, he was, without solicita- 
tion on his part, elected a member of the board over so formidable a competitor as ex-Governor 
(now Governor) John M. Stone. So well did he discharge the delicate and responsible 
duties of the position, that upon the expiration of his first term he was elected to a second. 
While an incumbent of that office he devoted nearly his whole time to its important duties, 
and rarely spent an idle day at home with his family and friends. a 

In 1887 he was elected chairman of the state democratic executive committee, and con- 
ducted successfully one of the most important campaigns in the state since the political revo- 
lution of 1875 and 1576. He has never filled an appointive office, but to every one he has ever 
filled he was elected by the people, or their representatives in the legislature. As railroad 
commissioner he was vigilant, firm and always unyielding where the interests of the people 
were involved. Asa member of the board of control of the penitentiary he visited the camps 
and farms where the convicts were employed and after making strict investigations, was firm 
and fearless in enforcing the right and the law and in laboring for the abolishment of the 
vicious lease system. In 1890 his friends urged him to become a candidate for congress. 
His competitors for the nomination were Messrs. Charles B. Howry, A. H. Whitfield, Ira D. 
Oglesby and the present representative, Hon. J. B. Morgan, all able and popular gentlemen, 
well known throughout the district. Mr. Kyle received the nomination on the three hundred 
and sixty-eighth ballot. The republicans nominated Capt. G. M. Buchanan, of Marshall, an 
ex-Confederate soldier, and the strongest, if not the ablest, man of their party in the district, 
and one of the shrewdest. canvassers and best organizers in the state. Mr. Kyle was elected 
by a large majority. He was married in 1879 to Miss Sallie G. Heflin, daughter of Capt. 
W. D. Hefla, of Sardis, and they have one son, John Curtis, Jr., who is a bright, intelligent 
lad. Mr. Kyle is a member of the Methodist church South, and is steward in the same. He 
has been engaged in planting all this time. 

A. S. Kyle, a prominent citizen and farmer of Batesville, Panola county, Miss., is a 
native of that county, born on February 27, 1854, and is second in order of birth of eight 
children born to J. M. and §. A. (Curtis) Kyle. He was early trained to the arduous duties 
of the farm, and on account of having considerable trouble with his eyes did not receive the 
collegiate education intended him by his father, whose desire was that all his children should 
have a college education. A. S. Kyle was thirty-one years of age at the time of his father’s 
death, and he was made agent of the family affairs by the consent of the heirs. He settled 
up the estate and educated all the minor children according to the wish of the father. In 
1885 he selected as his companion in life Miss Mary Heflin, daughter of W. D. and Mary 
(McLaurin) Heflin, and the fruits of this union were the following children: Mary Heflin, 
Susie Monroe and John William. After his marriage Mr. Kyle invested the money he had 
accumulated, $3,500, in land, three hundred and twenty acres, and upon this he has since 
resided. H»has made many improyements, erected buildings, ete., and has added to the 
original tract until he is now the owner of eight hundred acres of land with three hundred 
acres devoted to corn, cotton and forage. He is also the owner of fifteen hundred acres of 
timber land in the Mississippi bottoms. Although he has not received the education desired, 
Mr. Kyle is a man of strong and vigorous mind, a close observer and a great student. He is 
well qualified to hold any position, and is one of the representative men of the county. He 
takes an active part in politics, frequently attending state and county conventions with the 
democratic party, and also takes a strong interest in the alliance movement. He is a mem- 








_ 


ano ae is: - 









aoltoole-nt vl aude of batinlt teh ws ward st al A aoluntiqzs eit iat 
j ad? lo low wm We ean ihe, ah eatiny scan hontilowh i JOTI hae 4 1 hen 
inifoe duoittiv sow od anesabuligel, mati ed) Ssabuonn ox ia iasimeenon Freon er) 
rt b).2 ; Hecporon o alile arih-ow inv oe i Feermeres to 00] 8 dw 0 
ilignoqeo Bas. Heh oc? esa axl fib: Low oe Mae hy nde (acharave®) f 
Soowea 6 0) betoole sew od eret dealt ail lo mdkesigae ot aogit mA noi liao wild To ap 
sijak tandvoqurl ell wit lade cid Ylsase ledovot od voffto Jad? Yo dnodmyoni: a oft si 
: wit hes vlignt aid aftiw emo do web olf on sanoga «lo mt Bat 


soo ban ,ettioos eyitnosze offaiopmal 6632 od) io weanieds bots lo eww oul VBR: at 
































t Inoitilod eit oon visite oddog) eyingeaes deerregayi Jeout eld to ade 4! Lirtapono 
spel act un INTs m i aah hovnvidi LOPE La a0 Hall oven veal oli Did t hoe aver 
beorlian at uttalargel wd er wiimaweowjar vied) 10 wlqooq sd} i batosle ane ¢ od it 
sini std oveiive wettiloiy 27s mun J wide zon wl 2ecoheiumamed 
suey OW Te fed pice rine ont To rdors AeA bowkk ha 
ovit ea Hixyhizevci tone yoldete seh has bezolqene ow absizaos ad! eros aon at 
dy YW ae Hock i310) mer nial ihe wel wht Gare. nfigix, od nat HytOl is” Of ‘al 


i 


jars aie ie ‘it ul 


wramiinos wntoqed fea eltle Hie aera a of) som 2 peti net Dts een 
barbus avtd) old o rollatined of) bawteget ake 2] if teiatedls ould drarts Qu ronald. non 
E io dontl MED Age? botetnadd ‘due adt tolled Aiebyi xia box 
x b , i 


HN a mi vies 3 Yo ono jealle td deity. Di ona old baa wwibles sserobe 2% bs 


» hodnste aly «lV .ohate od y otete ge dead bon wae roue teobwordt fe ight 10 cap bur 





sf x, "y ry oh bb a Wienke a q : - Pee Ds wd ‘ ft 
{ — ef » #4 ~ BL oD ha OO) PCa, VW OFA 4 ito [oer op ‘ 
a ‘ , r ¥ ba i. Pon aan | on , 
Li Hh iw , i A tes ane 1 OG ake, tous bores witetaert 
‘ Fa ; Th i ‘te * ¢ 
} dy ei & ate &i a sie ¢ reles- dai 14 old to wedorom f ei GieZ 
4 
mgd macht | yagins 
hi vit { i te 7 ales 
| | Frets / ' la rsiiir jad} low ne 
. J P F P ae 2 
¥4o% Beaty ne Prt fathwD) A A foe 56 bot apd netbhlide 
1 { ! to dewosee ao ban sits adi is 
r } ; 1 mA dan . apg A. retail’ J way , fannhs ¢ rm 
57 2 My RA rt Ow ae pve MRED ies ind Deoe gdi4E Os ID 
: rye exw oly a ue sotlaan be ay yolloo 4 
10 Sanevon ad suerte vite tle teean sham ew on baw 
id] §} 4 or aorbhde ‘posneanr cot4 in fovnanbe ba otatan 
fi i Ww. av nokencpnios 
; { VIIA (rey put 3 rt oahe 
j oy 
i {bi i hil J i tii ve 
; P 2 © P 5 . ‘ ws Ox 7 
~ y ‘ iy : eG vi Bra boaubwet 96 } peers iti, AK 60 nt 
* fr. 


j ; ‘4 3) f rT 7 ‘ nt: aed fe a) als ({PO VS 1) VOR SDR BAL abi Z 
f i i tin Eel Oe seron beficinel die Ie awe audi woe Parra: oat Laaigiee 






' i 6h mei “in e109. od Be nie rie 
« ' n : 7 
i dew by cl iggy i C ods nig baal 3 







bE ol ih. 7 t ‘Boot ah 
uld “PEW i) ! j ocd gate 
al il tiw ? } » Vir te 
sisi 2 mt Ohh leila wou a 
i i 
ne - 





MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1087 


ber of the Blue lodge, A. F. & A. M., at Bytesville, also the Knights of Honor, and he and 
Mrs. Kyle are worthy members. of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, at Batesville. 


GHAPTMER XXIV. 


SEAS 
PRIVATE AND BUSINESS SKETCHES, L. 


MONG the planters of Yazoo county, there is none more thoroughly wideawake and 
energetic than Joel H. Lacy. He isa native of Kemper county, Miss., born Feb- 
ruary 15, 1849, and is the seventh of a family of eight children. His parents, 
Joseph and Jennie H. (Howel) Lacy, were natives of Kentucky and Tennessee, 

respectively. The father came to Mississippi at an early day, and was engaged in planting 
until his death, in 1875. The paternal grandfather was Thomas Lacy, of Kentucky. Joel 
H. was brought up in Yazoo county, and passed his boyhood and youth in the private schools 
of the neighborhood. He remained under the parental roof until he was twenty-five years 
of age. He had no capital, excepting that with which nature had endowed him; but pluck 
and energy are faithful allies, and by their aid he has accumulated a considerable property. 
He owns seven hundred and sixty acres of good land, cultivating one hundred and fifty. He 
was married in 1872 to Miss Mary E. Kelly, of Alabama, a daughter of S. Kelly, Esq., a 
native of Alabama. LEHight children have been born of this union: Joseph K., Ora, Annie 
L., Ida, Inez, Seal, John P. and Addie. Mr. Lacy was a soldier in the late Civil war, enlist- 
ing in 1863, in company C, Twentieth Mississippi cavalry, under Capt. W. D. Snead. He 
was taken prisoner at Liberty, Miss., in 1863, soon after his enlistment, was carried to New 
Orleans, and thence to Ship Island, where he was held until the close of the struggle. Heisa 
member of the I. O. O. F., and in his political opinions he adheres to the principles of the 
democratic party. He is a loyal citizen, a successful planter, a good neighbor, and a true, 
tried friend. 

Among the most enterprising and substantial merchants of Bay St. Louis, Hancock 
county, Miss., is Frank J. Ladner, who was born in this place in 1855, November 12th. 
His paternal grandfather, Frank Ladner, was the first settler in the town of Bay St. 
Louis. He formed a partnership with Robert Toulme, who settled there soon after, and they, 
too, carried on a general market business. The grandfather passed the remainder of his 
days here. The father, who was also named T'rank, is a carpenter and contractor, and has 
erected a great number of buildings along the coast. He has been alderman of the Bay for 
several years, and is a highly esteemed citizen. He reared a family of six sons and four 
daughters, eight of whomare living. Frank J. isthe eldest of the family. He was educated 
in Bay St. Louis, and when he had finished school he entered the employ of W. J. Poitevent, 
at Gainesville, Miss. He clerked for this gentleman several years, and then went to a town 
in Louisiana, where he clerked for a short time. He returned to his native place, and estab- 
lished bimself in the transfer business, which he continued eighteen months. He was next 
employed as baggage master on the Louisiana & Northern railroad, and held this position 
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for a number of years. He was promoted to the position of conductor, as he was considered 
too valuable a man for the work of baggage-master. He took the first passenger train into 
Covington, La., over the New Orleans, Northeastern & East St. Louis railroad. He has 
followed railroad business nearly nine years, and when he resigned his position he was 
presented with a fine gold-headed walking-stick. During the time he was connected with this 
company he did not cost them a penny through errors or carelessness. He is a thoroughly 
competent railroad man, and has made a record in which he takes just pride. When he left 
the railroad business he embarked in the mercantile trade, and in two years has built up a 
large and profitable business. He carries a complete stock of general merchandise, and no 
customer enters his store who is not well served. He is interested in the business of buying 
wool, and handles large quantities of it in the course of a year. He is a member of the 
Catholic Knights of America. He has shares in the People’s building and loan association 
of Bay St. Louis, and has been an alderman of the place, and was chairman of the finance 
committee. In addition to his commercial interests he owns a large tract of land which 
belonged to his grandfather’s estate; it is located on Jordan river, two and a quarter miles 
from Bay St. Louis. There are some fine pecan trees growing on this place, and there is 
a nice residence surrounded with many modern improvements. Mr. Ladner also owns some 
valuable lots in Bay St. Louis. His brother, A. E. Ladner, is the ticket agent of the Louis- 
ville & Nashville railroad at New Orleans, La., and has been for several years. Eugene 
Ladner, a younger brother, is a baggage master on the Louisiana & Northern railroad, and 
is also interested in a general store in New Orleans, La. 

Capt. Gabriel P. Lake, planter, Duck Hill, Miss. Mr. Lake’s parents, George and 
Mary (Slacum) Lake, were natives of Dorchester county, Md., and there the father passed 
his entire life, engaged in planting and merchandising. He had very limited educational 
advantages while growing up, but by his own exertions he became well posted on all subjects 
ef moment and was a man of considerable prominence. He was a major in the War of 1812, 
and operated in Chesapeake bay and vicinity, and was also at one time a member of the 
Maryland legislature. He was very active in all public matters, and was one of the largest 
business men and became very wealthy. His death occurred in his native county in 1531. 
Mrs. Lake, who was a worthy and exemplary member of the Methodist church for many 
years, received her final summons in 1872. The paternal grandfather of our subject, Henry 
Lake, was a native of England, and came to America prior to the Revolutionary war, settling 
in Maryland, where his death occurred. Grandfather Slacum was also a native probably of 
Maryland, in which state he spent his entire life, engaged in planting. During the War of 
1812 he was captured, placed in the bastile in Spain, and there remained for seven years. 
He then made his escape, went to Paris and there boarded a French vessel bound for the 
United States. He was captured by a British man-of-war and recaptured by a French vessel, 
returned to France and from there to his family in Maryland, who supposed him dead. In 
that state his death occurred. Capt. Gabriel P. Lake was the eighth of ten children, five 
of whom are yet living: Harriet, of Grenada, the widow of Henry McNamara, who died 
in Maryland, is still living and is eighty years of age; Clara, of Baltimore, widow of John 
S. Staplefort (deceased); Georgia Ann, wife of Dr. Joseph B. Tarpley, of Montague county, 
Tex.; Dr. Robert P., a planter and retired physician, of Madison county, Va., was educated 
at Dixon college and at Cannonsburg, Penu., and graduated in physic at Baltimore, Md. He 
was asurgeon in the Virginia army during the Civil war. All the children grew to mature 
years and became the heads of families. Captain Lake supplemented a good common 
school education by attenling Cambridge academy and Dixon college. In 1838 he came to 
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Grenada, clerked for his cousin and brother-in, law for two years, and then returned to Mary- 
land, where he followed agricultural pursuits. He was married in 1845 to Miss Henrietta, 
daughter of John and Nancy Crawford, her father being a successful planter of Dorchester 
county, Maryland, where he received his last summons. Mrs. Lake was born in that county 
and died there in 1850. They were the parents of two children, both deceased. In 1867 
Japtain Lake was married in Grenada county, Miss., to Mrs. Kate Connelly, daughter of 
Professor Warner and Mildred Yates, natives of Virginia, who at an early day came to 
Mississippi, and in 1853 located in Grenada. Mr. Yates followed the occupation of a planter, 
but in connection was also engaged in teaching school for some time. He died in Hernando 
before the war. Mrs. Yates diedin Memphis. Mrs. Lake was born in Tennessee and died 
in 1876, leaving three children, two of whom are living: Mildred and Julia. Captain 
Lake’s third marriage occurred in 1878 to Mrs. Nannie J. Moore, daughter of Alexander 
and Elizabeth Nillpatrick, natives of Anderson district, South Carolina. Mr. and Mrs. 
Killpatrick moved from their native state to Alabama, thence in 1842 to Calhoun county, 
Miss., where Mr. Killpatrick died, in 1876. He was a planter and was colonel of the militia 
during one of the Indian wars. He was quite prominent in public affairs and held numerous 
minor offices. His wife, who was born in Pickens county, Ala., died in 1879. Captain 
Lake farmed in Maryland until 1859, and then came to what is now Montgomery county, 
locating near Winona, where he remained until 1869, when he moved to his present farm of 
five hundred and fifty acres, with two handred and tifty acres cleared, all the result of his 
own exertions. While a resident of Maryland he held the position of justice of the peace 
a number of years, but has never aspired to public office. In 1862 he joined the Mississippi 
militia and served two years as captain of company A, operating in Mississippi. After- 
ward he joined company B, McGirke’s regiment of cavalry, and after a short time the com- 
mand was reorganized and he was rejected on account of age. He was detailed to recruit 
for reserve purposes until the close of the war. He was formerly a Mason and is a member 
of the Farmers’ Alliance. He and Mrs. Lake are prominent members of the Methodist 
Church South. His cousin, William Lake, whoafterward became his brother-in-law, was one of 
the first settlers of Grenada, where he became one of the most successful merchants and one 
of the most respected citizens. 

Nowhere within the hmits of Jefferson county, Miss., can there be found a man who 
takes greater interest in its agricultural affairs than George A. Lake, or who strives more 
continually to promote and advance these interests. Every life has a history of its own, 
and although in appearance it may possess little to distinguish it from others, yet the con- 
nection of Mr. Lake with the agricultural interests of this region has contributed to give 
him a wide and popular acqnaintance with nearly every citizen of Jefferson county, if not 
personally, then by name. Mr. Lake was born in Claiborne county, Miss., January 16, 
1846, but his father, George Lake, although born in the Palmetto state, was reared in 
Tennessee, and when a young man became a resident of Claiborne county, Miss., his marriage 
with Matilda Briggs taking place there. In that county, in which she was born, her father, 
Joseph Logan Briggs, was one of the early pioneers from Kentucky. Mr. Lake followed 
planting in Claiborne county, and by the free exercise of brain and brawn he succeeded in 
accumulating a comfortable fortune. While in the prime of life death called him home, 
his widow surviving him ten years, and dying in 18738. George A. Lake is the only sur- 
vivor of two children, his sister Alice, who married F. Smith, of Claiborne county, Miss., 
being deceased. George A. acquired his knowledge of books in Centenary college, and 
although he was of a rather lively temperament, he knew the value of an education suffi- 
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ciently to apply himself diligently to his studies while in college, and has never had cause 
to regret so doing. Upon the opening of the late war he returned home to assist his father 
in the management of his plantation, continuing until 1863, when he enlisted in a cavalry 
company commanded by Wirt Adams, serving faithfully until Lee’s surrender, participating 
in a number of small engagements and skirmishes, principally in Mississippi. In the fall 
of 1865 he started on a trip to Europe, for the purpose of completing his education, and 
graduated from an excellent and superior institution of learning in Switzerland, after which 
he traveled through France, Germany and England. In the spring of 1868 he returned to 
his native land, and from that time up to 1873 was engaged in planting in Claiborne 
county, but thinking to better his financial condition he went to Dallas, Tex., and after two 
years of merchandising in that city he sold out and went to southwestern Texas, where for 
one year he managed a sheep ranch. Finding that this was not as profitable an investment 
as he expected, and that it was not congenial to his tastes, he sold out and returned to Mis- 
sissippi, and after spending one year in Warren county and one year in Sharkey county, fol- 
lowing the calling of an agriculturist, he in 1878 at last located permanently in Jefferson 
county. Here he was married on the 14th of February of the same year to Miss Ernes- 
tine Cox, a daughter of Robert and Leminda (Green) Cox, both of whom were born in Jef- 
ferscn covnty, Mrs. Cox being a member of one of the most prominent families of this sec- 
tion, her father, Filmer Green, a son of William Marston Green, having been born in this 
county. About the year 1775 his father settled on the plantation on which Mr. Lake is now 
living, and this place has been in the hands of some of his decendants up to the present time. 
Mr. Cox, the father of Mrs. Lake, was a successful and very extensive planter on this place 
until his death, in 1882, and on this plantation Mrs. Lake was born, reared and educated, her 
studies being pursued under the instructions of an able and accomplished governess. After 
her marriage she and her husband continued to make their home with her father, and after 
the death of Mr. Cox, Mr. Lake took charge of the plantation and business, and eventually 
bought out tbe heirs to the estate. It contains about one thousand acres, with four hundred 
acres under cultivation, and although this land has been under cultivation for over one hun- 
dred years, it still yields abundant crops. This is in a great measure owing to the use of 
fertilizers and to the judicious manner in which the place is tilled. Although it was at one 
time considered worn out it is now one of the best upland plantations in Jefferson county, 
and his handsome, commodious and truly typical Southern residence is beautifully situated 
and commands a pleasing view from all sides. To this pleasant home Mr. and Mrs. Lake 
welcome their friends, and the air of refinement and good taste prevading all their surround- 
ings and the true and unbounded hospitality which they at all times display are well known 
and fully appreciated. Mr. Lake usually takes an active part in local politics, and has 
served as a delegate to county, congressional and state conventions. He was elected and 
served two years as county treasurer, and as an ofticial was true and faithful to every inter- 
est. Socially he is a member of the Knights of Honor, and although he is not a member 
of any church he is an Episcopalian in belief, his wife being a member of this church. 
They have two daughters, Laura and Ernestine Cox, both of whom are bright and promising. 

~ Hon. William A. Lake, long a prominent member of the Mississippi bar, was born in 
Dorchester connty, Md., in 1S08, and was admitted to the bar at the age of twenty-one. 
Two years afterward he was elected to the Maryland legislature. In 1834 he removed to 
Mississippi and began legal practice in Vicksburg, and rose rapidly to distinction. He 
was several times elected to represent Warren county in the legislature and in the state 
senate. In 1856 he was elected to congress from the fourth Mississippi district. In 1861 
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he was a candidate for a seat in the Confedgrate congress, and was killed in a duel brought 
about by bad feeling engendered during the canvass, by Chambers, his opponent. 

Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar was born in Milledgeville, Ga., September 25, 1825, and is the 
second son of L. Q. C. Lamar, a distinguished lawyer and judge, and the youngest man 
ever raised to the superior court of Georgia. He was educated at Emory college, and 
afterward studied law, being admitted to the bar about his twenty-first year. He served as 
adjunct professor of mathematics in the University of Mississippi from 1850 to 1852. 
Returning then to Georgia, he soon became prominently identified with the political history 
of his county, and in 1853 was elected to the state legislature. At the expiration of his 
term of office he formed a partnership with Robert Harper, and entered upou the practice of 
his profession at Macon, Ga. In 1854 he returned to Oxford, Miss., and engaged in practice 
there. In 1856 he was elected to congress, and was reélected in 1855. In June, 1860, he 
was elected to the chair of metaphysics and ethics of the state university. One year later, 
at the breaking out of the Civil war, he resigned this position of lLonor fur one of equal 
importance, if not of equal pleasure: he was elected lieutenant-colonel of Mott's regiment 
of infantry, and saw service in Virginia. His bealth failing, President Davis appcinted him 
Confederate envoy to Russia. Not being received at the foreign court he returned to 
America, and after an adventure in running the Federal blockade landed in a skiff, losing all 
his effects; he arrived just in time to witness the surrender. In 1865 he formed a partner- 
ship with Senator Walthall, and located in Coffeeville for the practice of law. In 1866, 
however, he was re-elected to the chair of metaphysics and ethics of the state university, 
which he held one year, being transferred at the end of that time to the chair of govern- 
mental science and law. Upon the reorganization of the state under the new constitution of 
1869, one feature of which was the reorganization of the board of trustees of the university, 
in 1870, le resigned his position and devoted himself exclusively to his professional work. 
In 1872 he was elected to congress with his political disabilities on him; the following session 
removed his disabilities, and in 1873 he took his seat. He served until elected to the United 
States senate by the legislature of 1S76; he took his seat in 1877, and was re-elected without 
opposition. In March, 1885, he was appointed secretary of the interior by President Cleve- 
Jand, and filled this office until he was appointed to the supreme bench of the United States, 
in 1888. Mr. Lamar was united in marriage July 15, 1847, to Virginia L. Longstreet; she died 
December 20, 1584, leaving four children, all of whom are living: Frances E., wife of 
Edward Mayes; L. Q. C.; Sarah Augusta, wife of F. Hugh Heiskell, of Memphis, and Vir- 
ginia L., who married a cousin, William H. Lamar, an attorney of Washington, D. C., 
who was a member of the Greeley relief expedition. Mr. Lamar was married a second 
time, December, 1SS86, to Mrs. H. Holt, of Macon, Ga. ° 

Samuel H. Lambdin, a retired planter of Edgewood plantation, which is situated seven 
and a half miles north of Natchez, Miss., was born in Pittsburgh, Penn., in 1811, and is a 
son of James and Prudence (Harrison) Lambdin. If he lives until October, 1891, he will 
be eighty years old. His parents were born on the east shore of Maryland, attained their 
growth there, married and in 1810 started for the Scioto valley in Ohio. On reaching Pitts- 
burgb they found the water too low for navigation and accordingly they located there. Mr. 
Lambdin engaged in business there and died in 1812. The mother died at a son’s in Phila- 
delphia at the ave of seventy-five years, a devout member of the Methodist church. Her 
father was a brother of the Harrison who was one of the signers of the declaration of inde- 
pendence, and was a man of considerable note. The ancestors of James Lambdin were 
among the early colonists of Maryland. He was but a little boy during the Revolutionary 
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war and was left an orphan at an early age. He was the father of eight children, two 
besides Samuel H. living to be grown: Jonathan Harrison, who was a publisher and book- 
seller, died in Pittsburgh in 1825, and James, a portrait painter, died in Philadelphia, Penn., 
in 1889, at the age of eighty-three years. Samuel H., the youngest of this family, was 
educated in Pittsburgh, and at the age of fourteen years, began business for himself as a 
clerk in a commission house in Pittsburgh, continuing at this until 1829. He then engaged 
as clerk on a steamboat on the Ohio river for four years, and subsequently commanded the 
Ohioan, -a steamboat operating between Louisville, St. Louis and New Orleans. After 
about a year, in 1835, he came to Natchez and followed clerking until 1837, when he became 
a partner with Mr. E. R. Bennett, under the firm title of Lambdin & Bennett, and 
operated a plantation supply store, which they continued until 1842. Mr. Lambdin then 
served one year as president of the Planters’ bank of Mississippi, and later joined his father- 
in-law in the planting interest. In 1860 he erected his present residence, a most beautiful 
and attractive home, and here he and his wife have since resided, surrounded by their 
many warm friends, who know Mr. and Mrs. Lambdin for their generosity, benevolence, 
integrity and sterling worth. Mr. Lambdin is the owner of a fine plantation of one thou- 
sand five hundred acres in Concordia parish, La., and is well known as a prominent retired 
planter. He is a gentleman of mild temperament, good habits and is remarkably well pre- 
served for an octogenarian. He has always taken an active part in politics and all public 
enterprises to advauce the interests of the towa and county. In 1865 he was a delegate to 
the reconstruction convention and for twelve years has been justice of the peace. He was 
married in 1842 to Miss Jane M. Bisland, a native of Adams county, Miss., and the daugh- 
ter of William and Mary L. Bisland. To Mr. and Mrs. Lambdin have been born six chil- 
dren, five now living: Mary; Louisa, wife of Louis Winston; Elizabeth, wife of J. L. Hen- 
derson, of Fort Smith, Ark.; James Harrison, a planter of Concordia parish, La., and 
Samuel H., Jr., a planter of Adams county, Miss., all of whom have received good educa- 
tious and stand high in the community. William Bisland, the father of Mrs. Lambdin, 
was born in Adams county, Miss., and spent his entire life in that county as one of its lead- 
ing planters. His death occurred in 1847, and lis wife followed him to the grave in 1872. 
His father, John Bisland, was a native of Scotland and came to America at a period ante- 
dating the Revolutionary war. He settled in North Carolina and at the breaking out of the 
war, not wishing to take up arms for or against the colonists, he returned to his native land. 
However, in 1778, he again returned to America, settling this time in Adams county, Miss., 
nine miles from Natchez, on Pine ridge, purchased a large tract of land and there spent the 
balance of his life as an honored and respected citizen. He died in that county in 1825, as 
did also his wife in 1835. Many of their descendants now reside in that county. He was 
one of the first permanent settlers of the county, then Spanish dominion. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Susannah Rucker, was the daughter of Colonel Rucker, who had been 
an officer in the English army, but prior to the Revolutionary war came to Virginia and set- 
tled there. When the war broke out he came to Mississippi, fifteen miles from Natchez, 
and settled there and spent the remainder of his days. Mrs. Lambdin’s mother, whose 
maiden name was Witherspoon, was born in the Palmetto state, but when a child moved with 
her parents to the thick woods back of Baton Rouge, Lu., where the latter passed the balance 
of theirlives. They left ason, Calvin, who died in that state, and two daughters, one of 
whom, the wife of Mr. T. R. Shields, resides in Terrebonne parish, La., and died in 15840. 
Many descendants of the Witherspoon family now live in Louisiana, and some of them are 
prominent people. Mr. and Mrs. Lambdin have been devout members of the Presbyterian 
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church since 1846, and now hold membership at Pine Ridge church, near their home, the 
first established Presbyterian church in the Southwest, its history dating from 1807. Three 
daughters are aiso members of this church. 

W. H. Lambeth was born in Campbell county, Va., in 1831, and is the fourth of a fam- 
ily of eight children. His parents, Dr. William L. and Susan H. (Davenport) Lambeth 
were Virginians by birth. The father was a physician by profession, and was graduated 
under Dr. Rush. He removed to Hinds county, Miss., in 1830, and for a few years was 
devoted to planting. In 1837 he lost heavily by the failure of Planters & Brandon’s bank. 
He had forty-one negro slaves killed by the explosion of the Griffin Yateman, a steamboat on 
the Mississippi river, near Memphis. In 1$41 he settled on the plantation now occupied by 
our subject. He preémpted one hundred and sixty acres of land, to which be added by pur- 
chase one hundred and sixty. He placed all under good cultivation, being a man of untir- 
ing energy. He was a man of sterling traits of character and of excellent habits. He died 
in 1849, at the age of forty-nine years. His wife survived until 1853, when she died of yel- 
low fever in New Orleans. At the same time three of her children succumbed to the dread 
disease. Four of the eight children lived to maturity: Mrs. Eliza D. Farrow, of Dallas, 
Tex.; Dr. Addison R., who died in 1851; Robert T., a planter of the neighborhood, and W. 
H. Mr. Lambeth passed his childhood days in the county in which he was born, receiving 
limited educational opportunities. He was reared amidst the scenes of farm life, but in 1852, 
when the opportunity presented itself for him to study law, he entered the office of Marr & 
Roberts, New Orleans. The following year the hand of death fell heavily upon the family, 
and his studies were for a time interrupted. He returned to the plantation, which he cared 
for until the breaking ont of the Civil war, at which time he entered the Confederate army. 
He enlisted in Adams’ cavalry, and was assigned to the Western army. The most important 
engagements in which his regiment participated were Shiloh, Juka, Corinth, Port Gibson, 
and about fifty other battles. At Washington, Miss., he was wounded and captured. He 
was exchanged in August, 1864, being at Gainesville, Ala., under General Forrest at the 
time of the surrender. When the war was ended he resumed his agricultural pursuits in 
Yazoo county. During all this time of turmoil and conflict he had not abandoned his desire 
to enter the legal ranks of the country, so in 1866 he took up his studies again, and in the 
same year he was admitted to the bar of Mississippi. Ion 1857 Mr. Lambeth was united in 
marriage to Miss Sallie F. Rucker, a daughter of Col. John W. and Maria (Kibble) Rucker. 
Colonel Rucker was one of the well-known early settlers of Yazoo county. He died in 1870, 
and his wife followed him in 1883. Mr. and Mrs. Lambeth are the parents of four children: 
Susan and William are deceased, Maria is the wife of T. P. McMahon, of Indianola, Miss., 
and John K. isa student at the Capital City commercial college, Jackson, Miss. Mr. Lam- 
beth has eleven hundred acres of land; four hundred and fifty he bas placed in a high state 
of cultivation. He is a member of Yazoo City lodge No. 42, A. F. & A. M. Mrs. Lam- 
beth is a member of the Episcopal church. She is a most estimable woman, and betrays in 
her bearing the wealth and refining influences under which she was reared. Mr. Lambeth 
has always taken an active part in local politics. He has held the office of commissioner in 
chancery since 1866, and was magistrate for six years. He was one of the prime movers in 
the action that was taken in 1875 to overcome the corrupt radical rule of the country, and 
drew up the first set of resolutions stating the grievances of the people. Among his accom- 
plishments he numbers that of shooting. His diary shows that before the war he brought 
down eleven huadred deer and fifty-three bears, and bis aim is still considered unerring. 

Hon. Joho Tillman Lamkin (deceased) was one of the most prominent figures of south- 
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ern Mississippi in his time, and was recognized as one of the leading jurists of the South. 
The following is an extract of his life, prepared at the time of his death by his intimate 
friend and associate, Capt. S. A. Matthews: “Hon. John Tillman Lamkin was born in the 
city of Augusta, Ga., July 17, 1S11. Receiving from his parents an education that would 
properly fit him for any station in life, he chose the profession of law, and in 1831 he entered 
the law oftice of the Hon. James N. Bethune, and with industry and diligence continued 
there until 1833, when be was admitted to the practice of law in the state of Georgia. He 
continued the practice of his profession in his native state until the latter part of 1835, in 
November of which year he married Miss Thurza Ann Kilgore. The republic of ‘Texas was 
at that time a rising star, inviting to its borders all who had the progress of liberty at heart, 
and to this eldorado, Mr. Lamkin, influenced by the glowing descriptions he had received, 
with his young bride of a few days, left his native state November 9, 1835, and located in 
the republic on the 25th of December following. His experience while there, and his dis- 
appointment at finding that the representations of the country had been too highly colored, 
Jed him to return to the states. He arrived in New Orleans April 26, 1836. He remained 
in that city under an engagement as bookkeeper in the commercial house of Hyde & Dela- 
plaine, where he perfected himself as an accountant. This was of valuable benefit to him 
in afterlife in the practice of his profession, as it had trained his mind for that system and 
carefulness which was always a leading trait in hischaracter. Being ambitious, and wishing 
to practice his profession, he left his employment among the musty ledgers and removed to 
Pike county, Miss., where he was admitted to the bar in November, 1838. The following 
month he took up his residence in Columbia, Marion county, where he began the practice 
of law and remained until January 20, 1840, when he removed to Holmesville, Pike county. 
The following year he was strongly solicited to run for the office of district attorney of his 
district, which extended from Amite county to the seashore, and after considerable hesi- 
tation he entered the canvass vigorously, and, notwithstanding the fact that he had for his 
opponent one of the leading men of south Mississippi, he was elected in November, 1541. 
Too much can not be said of the efficient manner in which he filled so important an office, 
and we may truthfully assert, without any disparagement to his predecessor or successors, 
that in the fullfilment of his duties, he has been seldom equaled and rarely excelled, and 
that he dealt out even-handed justice to all, with that purity of purpose and energetic 
ability which command universal admiration. When he had held this office for four years 
he began to realize that his largely-extended and rapidly-increasing practice demanded his 
undivided attention, and declining to become a candidate for a second term, he devoted him- 
self henceforth exclusively to his practice. When the late war broke out and the people of * 
the South were convulsed at the reality of the contest, although he had been an earnest and 
consistent Union man from the incipient period of the Revolution until the separation of 
Mississippi from the mother government, and had opposed secession in all its stages, when 
his adopted state took the decisive step, he felt that he owed all his allegiance to her, and 
with his usual energy and ability and without ostentation, he materially assisted in organ- 
izing, arming and equipping troops for the field. When the exigences of war compelled 
the Confederate government to eall for more troops, although physically unfitted for the 
camp and its hardships, Mr. Lamkin responded to the call and volunteered his services, and 
by his influence instilled into the minds of the people of his country a relization of the 
necessity of prompt action, and on the 10th of April, 1862, he succeeded in raising a com- 
pany known as the Holmesville guards and was at once elected their captain. 

“Well do we remember his words in a letter to the writer, then in Virginia: ‘The time 
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has come when every man who has a spark of patriotism in his bosom should promptly vol- 
unteer his services.’ His company was one of those which composed the Thirty third Mis- 
sissippi regiment, under the command of Col. David W. Hurst, and made a brilliant record 
for itsclf during the war. Mr. Lamkin remained with his regiment until October 5, 1863, 
when the people of his congressional district demanded his services in another field, and by 
a large vote elected him to the Confederate congress at Richmond, Va. As their represent- 
ative he ably attended to the interests of his constituents at home, as well as those of others 
who were in the field battling for their firesides, whom he assisted materially by his wise 
action. While protecting their dear ones at home no member of that body had a greater 
reputation for honesty, industry and zeal for his country than he, and he was always regarded 
as one of the most active of working members. With the war closed Mr. Lamkin’s congres- 
sional career, and he returned to his home and family to find that the war, with all 
its desolating influences, had not left him unscathed, but that the accumulations of years of 
toil and industry had been in a great measure swept away. With his usual energy and 
ability he resumed his profession, and like many other soldiers of the lost cause, began 
anew the battle of life. But alas for human calculation! By the inevitable decree of Provi- 
dence, his usefulness was brought to a close by a Jong and painful illness, and for twelve 
months preceding his demise, he was seldom an actor in the great stage of life. He died at. 
Holmesville, May 19, 1870. Mr. Lamkin was a man of sterling worth and merit, and was 
one of Mississippi’s honored sons. He was of a quiet, unostentatious disposition, kind and 
charitable toward al] people and classes. He gave liberally and quietly of his means, that 
his right hand should not know what his left hand doeth, and thus many of his noble deeds 
and kindnesses remained unknown except from the grateful recipients of his aid, whose 
burdens he has lightened, and into whose darkened lives he cast a golden gleam of the sun- 
shine of kindness. Mr. Lamkin was made a Mason in Sincerity lodge No. 214, at Holmes- 
ville (now Magnolia), January 5, 1856, and at once became an active and zealous member, 
soon distinguishing himself in the order and taking a high position in the fraternity. Well 
did he deserve the many honors bestowed upon him. He was worshipful master of the lodge 
during many years, and was elected grand master of the grand lodge of Mississippi for 
1867, and during his administration as grand master rendered many important decisions, 
which became a part of Masonic law. Of that quiet, unobtrusive manner so characteristic 
of him, he dispensed his charities where they were needed; asa friend he was true; as a 
citizen he scrupulously observed his country’s laws and frowned down all insubordination; 
as an officer he was exemplary in the discharge of all his official duties, never countenancing 
any act which might have a tendency to subvert the peace and good order of society. Asa 
husband and father he was kind and affectionate, ever manifesting that love for his family 
which adorns the home circle. Such are the lessons we find in the life example of one of 
those noble men, toward whom Mississippi may justly point the finger of pride and whose 
life and achievements are highly worthy the emulation of the youth of the rising genera- 
tion. He was loved, honored and revered by all, and it was a sad day for the South when 
his noble, kindly heart ceased to beat. May his memory be perpetuated by the thousand 
whisperings of the summer zephyrs that sigh a sad requiem above his honored tomb.”’ 

Hon. James C. Lamkin, an attorney at Summit, Miss., was born in Holmesville, Pike 
county, November 22, 1848. He is a son of Hon. John T. Lamkin, a sketch of whom 
appears elsewhere. He grew to maturity in his native town, and at the age of seventeen 
years he entered the Summerville institute, where he studied for three years. In 1868 he 
entered the University of Virginia, but was called home during the following year by the 
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death of his father. He did not return to his studies until the fall of 1870, when he began 
the study of law, which he continued after fiis return to Holmesviile, being admitted to the 
bar in 1873. Immediately after he located in Summit and became associated with Judge 
David W. Hurst, under the firm name of Hurst & Lamkin. This partnership was termi- 
nated by the death of Judge Hurst in 1882. In 1879 Mr. Lamkin was elected mayor of 
Summit, and in the state election of the fall of that year he was elected to the state legisla- 
ture. He was reélected in 1883. At the present time he is serving his fifth consecutive 
year as mayor of Summit. During the time of his representation of the county he was a 
member of the committee of public education and on the committee of railroads. He is a 
member of Summit lodge No. 93, I. O. O. F. In 1887 he was elected grand master of 
the jurisdiction of the state of Mississippi of that order. He is also a member of the 
Knights of Honor and the Knights of Pythias. His political services have been eminently 
satisfactory to his fellow-citizens, and he is at the present time, August 8, 1891, a nominee 
of his party for the state senate from his district. He is a stockholder in the Summit cotton 
mills, and was a promoter of and a stockholder in the Mississippi fair association. In 
January, 1873, he was married to Miss Kaloolah, the only daughter of Judge David W. 
Hurst, at one time an incumbent of the bench of the Supreme court of Mississippi, and 
otherwise very prominent politically. Their union has been blessed with two children: 
Alice A. and Gussie H. Mrs. Lamkin and her daughters are consistent members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and are active in all charitable and benevolent works. — Polit- 
ically Mr. Lamkin has always been a democrat, and astanch one, and he was also a member 
of the district congressional convention in 1886, and was chairman of the committee on 
credentials. He is a true type of the Southern gentlemen, and his career illustrates what 
may be accomplished under our free institutions by well-directed effort associated with the 
highest order of integrity. 

‘ne profession of the physician is one of the most important to which a man can devote 
his life, if followed by a conscientious and honorable man, and that Dr. William J. Lamkin 
is this can not be gainsaid. The skill and talent he has displayed in the practice of his pro- 
fession has brought happiness to many households, but his cheerful countenance and kind 
encouragement has also done much to bring about the convalescence of his patients. His 
birth occurred in Holmesvillle, Pike county, Miss., November 24, 1843, and there his early 
youth was spent in the public schools, after which he spent one year in the University of 
Mississippi. After the firing on Fort Sumter, and at the call of the Confederacy for troops, 
he joined the eleventh Mississippi infantry, but was afterward transferred to the Sixteenth 
infantry, with which he served until the final surrender, following the varying fortunes of a 
private soldier, and suffering untold hardships and privations: He surrendered with Gen- 
eral Lee at Appomattox courthouse, and returned home with the consciousness of having 
acquitted himself creditably in the following engagements: Manassas, where he received a 
flesh wound in the leg by a gunshot; Fredericksburg, Wilderness, Chancellorsville, Gettys- 
burg, besides a great many others but of less note. After his return home he determined 
to follow the life of a physician, and with this end in view he began studying in Holmes- 
ville in the office of Dr. J. M. Thornhill, a physician of some local repute. He took his first 
course of lectures in the medical department of the University of Louisiana in 1866-7, 
graduating as an M. D. in March, 1868, in the class of 1867-8, the sessions beginning in 
November and ending in March. His first practice was done in Pike county, but he soon 
extended his practice to the adjoining counties of Franklin, Lincoln and Amite. In 1884 
he came to Gloster, being the first physician to locate in the new town, and here he has 
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since remained; the practice which he has succeeded in building up being exceptionally 
large. He was married in Holmesville on Névember 11, 1867, to Miss Mary A. Conerly, a 
daughter of Owen and Louisa (Stephens) Conerly. Mrs. Lamkin was born and reared in 
Pike county, Miss., and to them a family of eight children were born: J. Howard, who is 
now in the office of the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas railroad, at New Orleans; James 
O., depot agent at Coahoma, Miss.; Thurza, M. Ernie, Fannie A., Willie E., C. Boyd and 
Robert Lee. Mr. Lamkin and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church 
South, and he isa prominent member of the Masonic fraternity. He is a thorough business 
man, enterprising, public spirited, and being very social is a most agreeable gentleman to 
meet. His grandfather, William Lamkin, was born in Dooley county, Ga., and was of 
Scotch lineage. His son, John T., was also born in Dooley county, and there spent his 
youth. He was married, near Augusta, to Miss Thurza Ann Kilgore, of the state of Georgia 
also, and some time after moved with her to Mississippi, and at Holmesville opened a law 
office and began practicing, continuing successfully until his death, which occurred on May 
19, 1870. He was a prominent politician of Pike county, and for some time served as a 
member of the Confederate congress. He was in the Confederate army for about one year, 
being captain of a company, in which capacity he did some effective work. “He was a mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, and served as grand master of the state of Mississippi in 
1867. In this order he attained to the tbirty-third degree. His children were named as 
follows: Fannie A. (deceased) was the wife of Alfred A. Boyd, sheriff of Pike county; 
James C. and John A. are attorneys at Summit and Magnolia, respectively; Charles A. is a 
farmer in Texas, and Miss C. A. Lamkin is principal of the Peabody public school, at Sum- 
mit, Miss. The Lamkin family is held in high repute throughout this section, and are among 
the law abiding and public-spirited citizens of Amite county. 

Hugh Lammons is one of the oldest native born citizens of the state of Mississippi. 

He first saw the light of day in Claiborne county, March 2, 1819, and is the youngest of a 
family of eight children. His parents, Daniel and Margarette (McMilon) Lammons, were 
natives of Scotland, and emigrated to America at an early day, and were among the first 
settlers of Yazoo county. Daniel Lammons died in 1866. Hugh grew to maturity in his 
birthplace, receiving his education in the private schools, and being trained to the oecupa- 
tion of a planter. He was united in marriage, in 1845, to Miss Mary A. Robnett, a native 
of Mississippi, and a daughter of Nathan and Elizabeth Robnett, natives of Mississippi. 
~They have had born to them twelve children: Wilham F’., Zachariah T., Hugh A. (deceased), 
Mafgarette, Ashley, Martha (deceased), Jane (deceased), Daniel, Levi C., Samuel, Malcolm 
and John. Mr. Lammons was a soldier in the late Civil war, serving his country faithfully 
and loyally. He enlisted first in 1862 in a company commanded by Capt. Walter Johnson; 
he was in this company but a short time, but connected himself with Capt. E. Berry, with 
whom he remained until the close of the conflict in 1865. He is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and in his political convictions adheres to the principles of the democratic 
party. He has lent a helping hand to all worthy efforts for the benefit of the public, and 
has sustained his reputation as a patriotic citizen. He has always devoted his time and 
attention to agriculture, and owns nine hundred and sixty acres of Jand, one hundred and 
seventy of which are under cultivation. In consideration of the fact that he began life with- 
out capital, and that it has been entirely through his own exertions that he has accumulated 
this property, he is justly deserving of the praise that has been accorded him. Mrs. Lam- 
mons passed from this life in 1891 mourned and lamented by a large family and a wide circle 
of friends. As before stated, our subject is one of the oldest native-born citizens in the state 
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of Mississippi. He has passed all of his life of three-score years and twelve within her 
borders, and has made a record that is worthy of preservation. Like many another South- 
erner, he had the destruction of the late war to contend with, and was a heavy loser thereby. 
He was the owner of many slaves, whom he lost, together with other valuable property. 

Benjamin Lampton, deceased, was born in Scott county, Miss., in February, 1825, and 
received his education in the common schools of his native place. When he started out in 
life on his own responsibility, he chose the mercantile trade as his vocation, and followed it 
all his days. He was married in 1850 to Mrs. Mary J. Lewis, a daughter of Owen Conerly, 
a native of North Carolina, and a young and prepossessing widow, who then lived near China 
Grove. About the year 1870 Mr. Lampton was appointed sheriff of Pike county to fill an unex- 
pired term. He declined election to the office, as he considered commercial life his forte rather 
than politics. In the fall of 1880 he removed to Columbia, Miss., and established himself in 
mercantile business, in company with his twosons. He was an active, energetic, sober-minded 
man, well fitted in every way for the calling in life which he selected. He devoted himself 
indefatigably to his business, and his reward was a high degree of suecess. The parents of our 
subject were William and Lucy A. (Youngblood) Lampton. They reared a family of eight 
children: James A. was killed in the Civil war; Benjamin, the subject of this notice, had a 
family of eight children: Walter M., of Magnolia, Miss.; Lucius L., residing on the old 
home in Pike county; Iddo W.; W. Eddie; Mary E., wife of J..L. W. Sandifer, of Pike 
county; Cora E.; Thaddeus and Lelia. Iddo W. and W. Eddie are prosperous young mer- 
chants of Columbia. They are still carrying on the business established by their father, who 
died July 9, 1885, and have certainly inherited some of his sterling traits of character. 
They are both men of unquestioned reputation, and are regarded as leading merchants of 
the place. They belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

Benjamin Lampton’s parents returned to Marion county when be was about one year 
oid; and, with the exception of a few years which he spent in Washington parish, La., he 
lived all of bis life in Marion and Pike counties. He was raised on a farm, and knew only 
a farm life until about grown. In those days, less attention was given to literary attain- 
ments than at the present time, consequently, he acquired only a limited knowledge of 
text books. His education was obtained by practice and experience; and few students 
have made greater proficiency in that school than he. During his moments of leisure, he 
enjoyed listening to a well informed personal discourse on theological, scientific, or political 
subjects; but pedantry was always one of his greatest sources of amusement. His humor at the 
expense of such characters amounted to a species of sarcasm. When grown, the Rey. N. B. 
Raiford, who was then doing a large mercantile business at China Grove, Pike county, Miss. , 
employed him to work in the store. Mr. Raiford being a man of great discernment, soon 
discovered that young Ben Lampton was no mediocre, but that he possessed both tact and 
talent in a very high degree. When he had served in the capacity of clerk some two or 
three years, his employer helped him with money and letters of credit to establish for him- 
self—perhaps a partnership—a store somewhere in Topisaw. After selling goods there a 
few years with success, he sold out, and soon afterward was married. Mr. Lampton then 
located on a farm some three miles above Tylertown; where he remained only a few years. 
Subsequent years developed the fact that he understood the art of tilling the soil, but his 
inclination led him back to the store, and he bought of Mr. Cullen Conerly, his brother-in- 
law, an interest in both bis mill and store at Tylertown, or as it was then called, Conerly’s 
postoflice, but continued his farm interests in connection, and in a few years, purchased the 
entire store and perhaps mill also. Very soon came the war, at which time he was worth 
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a fine slave property, and his mercantile interests had attained considerable proportions. — It 
would be unnecessary to dilate on the casualties of one resulting from the unfortunate 
unpleasantness; for all suffered alike the same dire calamity—the loss of all worldly accumu- 
lations. Suffice it to say that Mr. Lampton, from a handsome fortune, could command only 
a few thousands. His customers in ante-bellum times now owed him considerable money. 
But they were not in a condition to pay debts, and he had no disposition to distress them. 
He now had an opportunity to show himself a man with a big heart. He therefore, in 
effect, issued this proclamation: ‘‘ Friends, you owe me; I know you have suffered a reverse 
of fortune, come up and let’s settle the best we can; if you cannot pay me-a dollar, then pay 
me a dime and I will settle with vou.’ It was by this means that he got together the few thou- 
sands already mentioned, with the addition of a few bales of cotton. He entered into partner- 
ship, after the war, with a man in whom and in whose ability to conduct a business he had 
implicit confidence, but awoke too late to a knowledge of the fact that he had made a mis- 
take; that his capital was all squandered and a heavy debt in the city left to him for an 
inheritance. He had become sheriff of Pike county, and was giving no attention to his 
mercantile interests. What was now to be done? A family to support, and a debt, not of 
his own making, to be settled. It is said that this was the only gloomy period of his life; 
that he did feel somewhat discouraged. He then obtained the contract to build a bridge 
across Bogue Chitto, and realized some profit. This was the first money. During the years 
1868-9 he went to the plow handles, and, in the meantime, set about to effect an amicable 
adjustment of his inherited debt. At the end of which time he succeeded, and again estab- 
lished himself in business at his old stand at Tylertown. His phenomenal success from 
which time to the day of his death is known to all inthis part of the state. He never forgot” 
a kindness, and invariably rewarded a benefactor substantially. He often settled a man’s 
account with the mercantile firms in which he had an interest, thereby makiug the debts due 
to him only, rather than distress a well-meaning but diliatory customer. This country is 
dotted over with the monuments to his generosity, and the people of Columbia have but to 
look at their beautiful church edifice, to remember him who gave so cheerfully and so liberally. 
It is estimated that not less than five hundred persons attended his funeral, which took place 
from China Grove church on the day following his death. Let Requiescat in pace be 
written on his tomb, and may the sod rest lightly upon the remains of him who acted well 
his part of the drama of life and left the world better for his having lived. 

Mrs. C. A. Lancaster, principal and proprietor of the Warren institute, of Oxford, is 
a native of Albemarle county, Va., where she grew to womanhood and received her educa- 
tion, graduating with distinction from Albemarle institute in 1860. Since that time she 
has been constantly engaged in school work and is rated as one of the most thorough 
educators in the state, her pupils being most thoroughly equipped in knowledge when 
leaving her school. After having taught with marked success in Virginia, Tennessee, 
Texas and Kentucky, in the summer of 1880, at the earnest solicitation of prominent 
citizens, she removed to Oxford and took charge of what was known as the Miller female 
school, which was reorganized and chartered under its present name. The object of the 
principal was to establish a school of the high grade in which the dauhters of Mis- 
sissippi might receive a liberal education without having to go so far to seek it. Her 
aim was to give thorough instruction to those under her charge, and her many patrons 
testify to her success. The pupils from this school invariably take a high stand on enter- 
ing the University of Mississippi, either in the freshman or sophomore class. Esteem- 
ing graduation but a secondary object, the principal will not sacrifice thoroughness to 


gratify the desire of either parent or pupil for a diploma. 
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The school has always enjoyed a liberal share of local patronage, and as the buildings 
were enlarged a few years ago, there ‘s room now to accommodate twenty-five boarders. 
Oxford, the seat of the state university and a place widely known for its healthfulness 
and freedom from malarial influences, seems to offer inducements to parents living in less 
healthy portions of the state who are seeking schools for their daughters as well as for 
their sons, and when combined with these advantages they find superior facilities for writ- 
ten examinations during the scholastic year, and quarterly reports, showing the attend- 
ance, deportment and scholarship of each pupil, are sent to the parents. The discipline 
of the school is firm and decided, and all pupils are expected to submit promptly and 
cheerfully to the rules and regulations. Distinctions are awarded to those pupils passing 
satisfactory examinations in the primary and intermediate grades. To those of the senior 
class who pass satisfactory examinations in all the studies of any one school, are awarded 
diplomas as graduates of that school. Graduates of all the schools of the collegiate 
department, except the school of languages, will receive ‘a diploma as literary graduate, 
with the degree of M. E. L. Those who graduate in all the schools of that department 
will receive a diploma with the degree of M. A., the highest honor of the institute. 
Mrs. Lancaster is one of twelve children, seven of whom are teachers, born to George 
H. and Elizabeth (Bramhan) Crank, both natives of the Old Dominion. Mr. Crank served 
in the War of 1812 and died recently at the age of ninety-six years. Mrs. Lancaster is 
a lady of culture and refinement and is a member of the Baptist church, with which she 
has been identified for many years. 

S. W. Langford is the efficient and successful editor and publisher of the Deer Creek 
Pilot, and is also discharging the manifold duties of the superintendent of public instruction 
of Sharkey county, Miss. He was born in Rankin county, Miss., in 1864, and upon obtain. 
ing a suitable age, was entered in the public schools of Brandon, where he continned to pur 
sue the paths of knowledge until he attained his fourteenth year, at which time he started 
out to make his own way in-the world, and began serving an apprenticeship in the office of 
the Brandon Record, with which he remained for eighteen months. He then worked a short 
time on the Meridian Homestead, but unfortunately had his hand injured in a job press, and 
was compelled to stop work for a short time. His next venture in jonrnalism was on the 
(Jackson) Baptist Record, first as a compositor and afterward as foreman; but in 1851 the 
plant was moved to Clinton, and here Mr. Langford successfully managed for eight months, 

“in the meantime instructing the three sons of Rev. J. B. Gambrell in the art of printing. 
His next move was to New Orleans, where he worked on the Democrat until it was consoli- 
dated with the Times, and continued to work on the latter until Christmas, when he returned 
to Jackson and acted as assistant foreman of the Clarion until March, 1884, when he came 
to Rolling Fork. Here he established the Deer Creek Pilot, September 6, 1S84, which he has 
since conducted with eminent success. This paper is bright and newsy, some valuable 
information can always be gleaned from its columns, and it is published in the interest of 
Christianity, morality and progress. Mr. Langford possessed no income upon starting out in 
life for himself, for besides being poor in purse, his education was also limited; but he has 
manfully worked his way up from the most humble position and is now considered one of 
the able and intelligent journalists of the state, and one who is at all times an ardent adyo- 
cate of worthy movements that tend toward the upbuilding of the section in which he resides. 
By his own efforts he has become the owner of two bundred acres of fine land, which was, 
when he purchased it, heavily covered with timber but is now mostly under cultivation. He 
has just completed an excellent two-story frame business building at a cost of 34,000, which 
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contains two large store rooms, and operahouse and several offices. and is known as the Pilot 
-building. In October, 1882, he was married in Jackson, Miss., atthe youthfulage of eighteen, 
to Miss Mary J., daughter of James and Mary McClain, the former of whom was killed in a 
boiler explosion in Arkansas, the latter dying in Jackson, Miss. Mrs. Langford was born in 
Leake county, Miss., and has borne her husband four children. three of whom are living. 
Mr. Langford is a member of Pioneer lodge No. 72, K. of P., and of the American Legion 
of Honor, being treasurer of Rolling Fork lodge No. 1097. In October, 1800, he was 
appointed superintendent of public instruction of Sharkey county, to fill an unexpired term, 
and this responsible position he has filled with ability up to the present time. He is the 
sixth of seven children born to his parents—two sons and five daughters. The other son, 
Marion Joseph, was a soldier in the Confederate army, and was captured in the siege of Fort 
Jackson, and was never afterward heard from. the supposition being that he died ina 
Northern prison. Mr. Langford’s parents, George N., Jr., and Ann E. (Fisher) Langford, 
were born near Macon, Ga., and Jackson, Miss.. in 1817 and 15825, respectively, their mar- 
riage taking place in Brandon, in 1842, where they are still living, and are now considered 
among the very oldest settlers of that place. Mr. Langford held the position of probate 
judge for some time prior to the war, and for some time after was mayor of Brandon. In 
1871 he was elected to the state legislature. and made a faithful, intelligent and incorrupt- 
ible legislator. In May, 1891, he was elected second vicepresideut of the Mississippi state 
press association, at its annual session in Yazoo City. In June, 1885, he was appointed post- 
master of Rolling Fork, and served until removed by President Harrison in October, 1889. 
He is truly a selfmade man, and for many years has taken an active interest in political 
questions of the day. During the Civil war he served the Confederacy in the quartermas- 
ter’s department, and for many years bas been a prominent member of the A. F. & A. M. 
He and his wife are worthy members of the Methodist Episcopal church. His father, George 
N. Langford, Sr., was a Georgian, and in his native state spent his entire life as a planter. 
Another son of the latter, Joseph H. Langford, came to Mississippi, and during the Mexican 
war was killed at the battle of Buena Vista. Another son, John, also came to this state, and 
died in Arkansas, a planter. 

Dr. W. S. Langley was born in Edenton, N. C., January, 1809; graduated in medicine 
in Philadelphia, Penn.; came to Mississippi in 1836, and began the practice of medicine in 
Jackson, that state, in 1838, where he continued in active practice until the opening of the 
state lunatic asylum, of which he was made the first superintendent, relinquishing a practice 
that paid him $15,000 a year for an annual salary of $2,500. He it was who first conceived 
the idea of building the institution. Commencing in 1846 to work up this noble charity, he 
procured the services and attendance at a legislative session of the world-renowned asylum- 
builder and philanthropist, Miss D. L. Dix. He paid her expenses to Jackson, entertained 
her while there, and dined and wined the members of the legislature in meeting her. He 
spent his money freely, and gave his time and best energies to the cause in which he had 
enlisted, and never once forsook it until he was rewarded by the erection by the state of one 
of the best institutions of the kind to be found. Being the originator and promoter of this 
institution, when it was opened he was naturally looked to to take charge of it, which he was 
induced to do. After serving for several years, and placing the institution in a systematic 
and succsssful working order, he resigned. In 1875 Dr. Langley was elected superintend- 
ent of the institution for the blind, in which he labored faithfully for the good and advance- 
ment of those intrusted to his care until his death. His long and useful life came to a close, 
without a sigh or a struggle, on the night of the 17th of September, 1888. Dr. Langley 
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was punctilionsly honorable, and he scorned and abjured men who did not come up to his 
standard of honor. ue 

Dr. R. E. Lanier is a well-known physician of Lowndes county, Miss., of which he has 
been a resident since the winter of 1St4. He was born in Brunswick county, Va., Novem- 
ber 22, 1818, and inherits French and English blood of his parents, Robert and Elizabeth 
P. (Sykes) Lanier, both of whom were born in Virginia. Robert Lanier was a soldier in 
the War of 1812, in which he served as Captain, and died about 1820, at the age of thirty- 
three years, having been a planter by occupation and a lawyer by profession. He left his 
widow with two sons and two daughters to care for, of whom Dr. R. E. Lanier is the only 
survivor. In the winter of 1844 Mrs. Lanier came to Mississippi, and here resided until 
her death, which occurred at Columbus, March 10, 1881, at the age of eighty-eight years. 
Dr. R. E. Lanier was a resident of Greensville county, Va., until he was fourteen years of 
age, after which he removed to northern Alabama, where he received the greater part of 
his education. When in his twentieth year he began the study of medicine, and in March, 
1841, graduated from the old Medical university of Louisville, Ky. He began practicing in 
Moulton, Ala., but at the end of two years removed to where he had previously lived, in the 
vicinity of Courtland, at which place he remained one year, after which he came to Columbus. 
He did not practice largely here until 1847, when he located on the prairie fourteen miles 
from Columbus, where he successfully practiced the healing art for four and a half years. 
Since 1851 he has been one of the leading medical practitioners of Columbus, and is one of 
the oldest physicians of the county. He has built up a good practice, is experienced and 
possesses undoubted ability. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., and iu 1843 was 
united in marriage to Miss Angeline Miller, a native of Alabama, by whom he has six sons: 
Dr. E. 8., a drugyist of Columbus, Miss., and a graduate of Tulane university in 1871; Dr. 
H. M., city marshal of Columbus and a graduate of Tulane university in 1870; A. C., Robert 
E., J. W. and John 8. Dr. E. S. Lanier, after graduating in medicine, entered upon his 
practice in Lowndes county, and at the death of his wife, in March, 1881, he removed to 
Columbus and was employed in the prescription department of the drug firm of Ervin & 
Billups, continuing in the same store for eight years, although the style of the firm was 
changed three different times. In 1890 he associated himself as a partner with Mr. E. C. 
Chapman in the drug business, and the firm has since successfully continued as Chapman & 
Lanier. These gentlemen carry a full line of drugs, and their establishment is well 
appointed and largely patronized. Dr. KE. S. Lanier was married in 1874 to Miss Sue, 
daughter of Judge Jobn B. Sale, of Aberdeen, Miss., by whom he became the father of four 
children: Callie M., Anna M., Bessie P. and James W.; but was called upon to mourn the 
death of his wife March 14, 1881. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
is a member of the A. IF’. & A. M. and the I. O. O. F.; in the last named order hold- 
ing the position of left-hand supporter to noble grand. In 1862 he enlisted in company 
B, Forty-third Mississippi regiment, under Capt. John M. Billups, and served in the 
cavalry until the final surrender, being orderly sergeant for two years in company F, 
Sixteenth Confederate cavalry. The Lanier family is an old and well-known one through- 
out this section, and have largely assisted in the growth and prosperity of the city of 
Columbus. 

Abner D. Lauderdale is a man of varied talents and unusual accomplishments. He is 
a native of Limestone county, Ala., born February 10, 1825, and is the oldest of a family 
of eleven children of John G. and Penelope (Nichols) Lauderdale, natives of South Carolina 
and Tennessee, respectively. The father was a planter and mechanic, and was quite a 
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genius in the science of mechanics. He died in, 1872 at the age of seventy-four years. The 
paternal grandparents were John and Millie (Maudlin) Lauderdale, natives of South Caro- 
lina. The family has been noted for the bravery and courage of its members who have 
fonght in the different wars of this country; many of them have occupied high official 
positions, and have won great distinction. The maternal grandparents were John and Martha 
Nichols, natives of Tennessee. Abner D. was reared in Alabama, and attended both the 
public and private schools. At the age of nineteen years he bade adieu to the paternal roof, 
and started out in the world upon his own responsibility. He is a merchant, planter and 
physician, and as a mechanic the mantle of his father seems to have fallen upon his shoul- 
ders. He owns four hundred and twenty acres of land, two hundred and eighty of which 
are under cultivation. He carries in his store a stock of $2,000, and does a profitable busi- 
ness. He practices the medical profession with rare intelligence and success.. In the med- 
ical line he is able to manufacture any article froma hand bellows to razor, or a bowie-knife 
toagun. He takes an especial pride in this ability. Mr. Lauderdale was first married ia 
1848, when he was united to Sarah Linard, a native of Alabama, and a daughter of John 
Linard, a Tennesseean by birth. Of this union three children were born: Mary, John R. 
and James. The father was married a second time, in 1858, to Miss Margarette E. Tillman. 
a native of Tennessee, and a daughter of Ivy and Catherine Tillman, of Tennessee. Five 
children were the result of this marriage: Sallie B., Martha, Abner L., Lizzie and Captain 
Jack. Mr. Lauderdale was a soldier in the late war. He enlisted in an independent com- 
pany in 1861, but after a short time be joined Blythe’s battalion with which he remained 
until 1868, returning to bis home at that time to practice medicine. He and his family are 
members of the Christian church. He has been a sympathetic and liberal supporter of all 
efforts to advance the community, and is deeply interested in the welfare of his country 
The family is of Scotch origin, and has an unquestionable reputation for veracity and honor- 
able dealing. 

Dr. S. H. Lawrence, of Benela, Calhoun county, Miss., received a good practical educa- 
tion in the common schools of North Carolina, his native state, and when grown, or in 1873, 
he came to Mississippi, settled in Benela, where he began the study of medicine under Dr. 
S. T. Buchanan. He subsequently attended lectures at Louisville, Ky., and then began 
practicing at Benela, where be has since remained. He is a popular physician of Calhoun 
county, has a paying practice and is a credit to the profession. He owes his nativity to 
Chatham county, where his birth occurred in 1844, and is the fourth of eight children born 
to Thompson and Marion (Buchanan) Lawrence, both natives of North Carolina. The father 
was a prominent agriculturist, and passed his entire life in his native state, his death 
occurring in 1S$S7, at the age of eighty two years. In politics he adhered to the democratic 
party. He was well kuown throughout the county and was held in high esteem by all. The 
mother is still living, resides on the old homestead in North Carolina, and is now seventy 
years of age. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal chureh, in which her husband 
also held membership. Of the eight children born to their union six are now living and 
named in the order of their births, as follows: John W., Mrs. Catherine Thomas. Mrs. 
Anga Yarber, S. H., Mrs. Sarah Jane Clock and Mrs. Frances Knight. The two deceased 
were: Bennett, killed at the battle of Gettysburg, during the war, and Neill, whose death 
occurred at home. Dr. S. H. Lawrence was married on the 7th of February, 1877, to Miss 
Addie Buchanan, daughter of Dr. S. T. Buchanan, one of the old and highly respected cit- 
izens of Calhoun county. To this union were born seven children: Viola Edna, Leon Osear, 
Clara Frances, Cora, Walter and Sallie Ella, who died at the age of two years, Dr. and 
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Mrs. Lawrence are members of the Methodist Episcopal church at Benela. He is a master 
Mason, and in polities is a stanch supporter Of the democratic party. He devotes the prin- 
cipal part of his time and attention to his profession, but is also engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits. Although a young man, the Doctor is recognized not only as one of the prominent 
physicians of the place, but a man who takes a leading part in all matters pertaining to the 
welfare of the county. During the late unpleasantness between the North and South he 
served as a soldier in a reserved corps for North Carolina. 

Samuel Lawson, merchant and planter, Leota Landing, Miss., is a Mississippian by 
birth and bringing up, and was born in Washington county October 1, 1849. He was the 
eldest in a family of four children born to William H. and Frances Ann (Clark) Lawson, and 
inherited Virginia blood from the father and Kentucky blood from the mother. William H. 
Lawson came to Mississippi about 1844 or 1845, and settled on a plantation six miles east of 
Greenville, on what is now known as the Mound place, which is now owned by Captain Hunt. 
Here Mr. Lawson began clearing the land, and erected his first house in that section. He 
was married in 1848, and died in 1855. His wife was of an old and prominent family. Her 
father, William Clark, was the son of the first governor of Missouri, and her grand-uncle 
was Gen. George Rogers Clark. The family are connected to Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston, 
through his second marriage to Miss Preston. Mrs. Lawson was married the second time, 
to John A. Biddle, of Delaware, nephew of Commodore Biddle, of the United States navy, 
and who had come to Mississippi prior to his marriage to Mrs. Lawson. Here he engaged 
in planting, first settling near Old Greenville, and later at Princeton, where he was engaged 
in merchandising until the fall of 1862. In connection he also carried on planting and 
continued both pursuits until his death, in Chicago, in 1875. The mother is still living, 
and resides in Leota. Samuel Lawson was educated in the Blue Grass state, Mississippi and 
St. Louis, Mo. After the war, or in 1868, he embarked in merchandising for himself in 
Princeton, and there continued until 1870. He was married that year to Miss Katie Hamel, 
who was the third of four children born to the marriage of Patrick Hamel, who was a native 
of Mississippi. Her father was a native of the Emerald isle, and a planter by occupation, 
and resided on his Walnut Ridge plantation for many years, and afterward until during the 
war, when he died in Delaware, in the service of the Confederate states. After marriage, 
Mr. Lawson followed planting for two years, after which he clerked in Leota, for Charles T, 
Warthington. In 1877 he began business for himself, erected his store, filled it with a stock 
of goods valued at $5,000, and does an annual business of $12,000. While thus engaged, 
he does not Jose sight of his planting interests, and is considered cone of the most prominent 
planters and successful business men of his section. ‘J’o his marriage were born the follow- 
ing interesting children: William H., Mamie, Florence, Annie and Charles J. Mr. Lawson 
is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the Masonic fraternity. He and his sister sold 
the remainder of the town of Princeton, for a long time the county seat of Washington 
county, and which for a time comprised what is now the territory of many adjoining counties. 
The old town, the busy seat of trade and the'site of law-making and executions of other 
times, is now washed away, deserted and destroyed. 

Capt. James T. Lay, brick manufacturer, Winona, Miss., was originally from Alabama, 
born in Greene county on the 12th of June, 1834, and is the son of Vincent Lay, also a 
native of that state. There the elder Lay grew to manhood and married Miss Polly Flow- 
ers, who died when otr subject was but an infant. Afterward, or in 1838, the father 
moved to Mississippi, settled in the northern part of the state, opened a large plantation in 
Yalobusha county, He was married three times, but Capt. James T. Lay was the only 
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child born to the first union. The vrandfather, Amos Lay, was a native of the Palmetto 
state, and grandfather Eatman Flowers was also @ native of that state. Both families were 
prominent ones of South Corolina. Captain Lay grew to manhood in Yalobusha county 
and was educated by private tutors. When nineteen years of age he left home and clerked 
at Grenada for Col. Georee Lake, with whom he continued for several years, becoming a 
thorough and practical business man. He subsequently engaged in merchandising for 
himself, and this continued until the Civil war, when he enlisted in the Confederate army, 
Fifteenth Mississippi infauty regiment, as a private. He served in the ranks about a year, 
and on the reorganization of the regiment at the close of the first year be was appointed 
commissary, with the rank of captain, holding that position until the department was 
abolished. He participated in the two-days’ fight around Shiloh, and on the second day 
received a flesh wound in the leg, which disabled him for about one month. After this he 
was on post duty, and served in that capacity until cessation of hostilities. Afterward Cap- 
tain Lay settled at Winoun and again engaged in merchandising, but clerked for about 
six months; he was one of the most extensive merchants in Winona and had a suc- 
cessful and extensive business. He commenced manufacturing bricks in 1S8SS, first as 
an experiment and in a small way. Last year he enlarged the business and the capacity 
of his works and manufactured about three million bricks of a superior quality. This 
year (1891) he has added to his works and the capacity and will manufacture one-half 
million more. He makes a pressed brick, and this year he has the machinery and will 
make a repressed brick. His works are now very complete, and for the superior bricks 
that he makes he finds a ready sale. Captain Lay was married in Winona in January, 
1862, to Miss Ella Moore, daughter of Col. O. J. Moore (see sketch), and this union 
resulted in the birth of one son, B. W. Lay. The latter was a student at the Kentucky 
military institute, and was nearly through the course when he was taken sick and died in 
1888, at the age of twenty years, leaving his heart-broken parents almost inconsolable. 
Captain Lay is enterprising and public spirited, and is one of Montgomery county’s best 
citizens. He is a Koisht Templar in the Masonic fraternity. 

Virginia has given to Coahoma county, Miss., many estimable citizens, but she has con- 
tributed none more highly respected, or for conscientious discharge of duty in every relation 
of life, more worthy of respect and esteem, than Capt. Nathaniel W. Lea. He was born at 
Danville, Va., June 30, 1834, the eldest of eight children born to Willis M. and Sarah P. 
(Wilson) Lea, the former a native of North Carolina and the latter of Virginia, Willis M. 
Lea was a physician by calling, having graduated from the University of North Carclina and 
the old medical college of Philadelphia, Penn. His first work in the practice of medicine 
was done in Caswell county. N. C.. but in 1837 he came to Marshall county, Miss., where he 
followed his calling until 1860, when, having been injured by being thrown from a horse, he 
retired from practice. He acquired a very large practice, rose to emiuence in bis profession, 
and it was said of him by other successful practitioners that he had acquired the first and 
most successful treatment of typhoid fever of any physician in the South. Although he did 
not aspire to oflice, he was unanimously chosen a member of the secession convention, which 
voted that Mississippi should withdraw from the Union; aud while he was a strong adherent 
of the Jefferson Davis school of state rights; he, with many others, did not vote for 
secession until the final vote. He died in 1578, bis widow still surviving him at the advanced 
age of seventy-nine yeurs. The paternal grandfather was William Lea, a native of the old 
North State. The maternal grandparents, Nathaniel and Winnifred (‘Tunstal) Wilson, 
were Virginians by birth and were of English and of Scotch descent respectively, both 
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families being wealthy and influential. Nathaniel W. Lea was reared in Mississippi, and 
was educated in the old La Grange college of*northern Alabama, graduating in 1856. Sue- 
ceeding this, he took an academic course in the University of Virginia, in which institution 
he remained, pursuing his studies faithfully for three years and graduating in several 
schools. Upon leaving school he began thé study of law in the oftice of Judge Clapp, but 
the coming clash of arms caused him to put aside his books and join his comrades in defense 
of the South. He was one of the original members of Kit Mott’s company D, Ninth Mis- 
sissippi regiment, Jefferson Davis rifles, which was among the first companies organized in 
the state of Mississippi. Mr. Lea was promoted to the rank of sergeant of his company, 
and afterward to first lieutenant of company I, Second Kentucky regiment, under Morgan, 
. which is accorded the honor of being among the bravest in Morgan’s division. He was a 
Southern soldier, tried and true, and being a man of indomitable will power and fine 
physique, he bore the hardships and privations of war well, and no braver soldier or officer 
ever trod the crimson turf of a battlefield. His men, like him, were brave soldiers and were 
conspicious for their strict adherence to duty. He was in the engagement of Iala Rosa 
Island and Cumberland Gap with the old Ninth Mississippi, and in every engagement of 
Morgan’s command, from Tomkinsville to Buffington Island, and from Greenville to Wythe 
and Marion, except when recruiting. He commanded his company before and after the 
promotion of T. B. Webber, the first captain to the position of major in nearly every action. 
His record as a soldier isone of which any man might well feel proud, for besides being 
noted for intrepidity and courage, he was faithful in the performance of every duty and 
loyalty itself, to the cause he espoused. Three of his brothers were also Southern 
soldiers. His eldest brother, William, from loss of an arm, not a regular soldier, could not 
be kept out of the service of his country, and was marked for unflinching courage and always 
being at the post of duty; both under Morgan and Forrest. No one ever had to prepare bis 
horse or his arms for action. His second brother, Willis M., was in a company known as 
the University Grays, which distinguished itself for bravery, and he was among the leaders 
of this courageous and determined band, being promoted to the lieutenantcy, which position 
he held three years. He became noted for his coolness and courage in hours of peril, and 
made a record for himself in many hard-fought battles. He was severely wounded three 
times and was finally killed in the last battles around Richmond. Another brother, John C., 
was also a Southern soldier of undoubted courage and was considered by his comrades as 
one of the bravest men of his company. He was killed at Jonesboro, Ga., in 1864. At 
the close of the war, Nathaniel W. Lea returned to his home in Mississippi, and began tak- 
ing charge of his father’s plantation, which had greatly deteriorated in fertility and value 
during the war, and is now operating a fine plantation of five-hundred acres upon which he 
erected in 1872 a substantial and commodious residence. In 1866 Miss Emma L. Hopson 
became his wife. She was born in Mississippi, a daughter of William H. and Elvira T. 
(Badget) Hopson, the former a native of Kentucky, and the latter of Tennessee, both fam- 
ilies being prominent and highly esteemed in the localities in which they reside. Mrs. Lea 
is a Jady of refinement and culture and is, intellectually, a superior woman, admirably fitted 
to become the mother of eminent men and women. Her union with Mr. Lea has resulted 
in the birth of three children: Willis M., who is now making an excellent record as a student 
in the University of Virginia, Tenn., who has developed considerable artistic talent, is attend- 
ing schoolin Winchester; Tennessee, and Winnie Powell,who is studying under a teacher at 
home. Although quite young, she has made rapid progress in musie and gives promise of 
becoming an artist in this science, After his marriage, Mr. Lea, at the earnest solicitation 



























Pa ‘i er 
Lie ‘ Ww Ltt igri} t¥ 130 { ai * ax 


lwievee at yabianby x n “ wey sods sot »! Sebi spate 7 
; -_ ita if ih anad aul london ge 2 alvas ‘nog } 
ian dau) aiid beaties earte 10 maa ‘ate 
al tas Uf 7] noo a 'tHolk af 1o arodiaam inmeyio alt 1) end enw ali : liso 


uimnqwos i it atoms eew dorndw  .allis ava oermtial dasialy ay 


ives aid to f ‘Ayes ; whl of hatomwrag aew onl iM igeyiani 
Misha Joomize? whoutued heed t ynaqmes lo juaastneil Jett od a! Bante 4 DL 
anv 9T .quietvih e‘aepioll oi deevend odt yaowea gaied to tonod ell hebrovos iif 
ani aswiou thew datiasohbai to pata @ “3 ned has arnt bea ey switlos a 


nos i Tat if BR IAvRh mM tgs At ianwW 4h & { 7 ri m ACYL et od? ood oif 


7 oy t » & 4 4 ‘ 
et i sl cnt addy He ai { ted tect wy ho Torts eryiel Oo Si 
i 


taseng , oft oi saw aH yin oft oxnsiadbs Inte toil sate ee 
























ke wunsne tieve o: boa ,iqqieemelt dia blo edd diiw qa boaliedmnO” bile ‘Ba 
WP } ivnesth) mort bas hbaslel aad lufk of offivenidaroT mot bodure 08 a yO. 
shan erole! yasquoo ail hebaemoms off = yultinives uslw iqeoxe ane MM ba 
vixgeu gi tote: f iaoq Ons OF Mixicao tert oil? Awtda' lt re 
1 vo men foal Tfow. fats 14 o cam wus dolly WW aoe iwibloe 
rh rinh yeve Te mysaIOiwmd oat LW hwittes SF i MATHOO JM qltbiyortat 
. iy "" ditord ru HANEARG in sansd od of F 
ti aif ‘1 he ae0 t wkoilliW paediord 4 
a { rae | OF Day \ it \ wie To Wye wuld 1 
, of hs Rand i ' 14 
1 1 sO) Mies Wee IG, Teri BsOG 2 (2h 10 eo | "woe 
‘ igmos ant esw ,. ei” eid Geosse ef ection vol ear é 
{ a y { oh E ‘ ! { “iri Ri Lu yiil v “wo ii 
, ifs ) ; ; I P Neo 6) ae enuegs’ 10K 
af t ROLY ri eae honk 0 YO as ve a oh Ta 
fi fotay vw all jetted adores nied Wetman fi VMearsiel 102 ‘riobaeil j 


, , : , re yl Bas died te vey Pouall> t . 4 
dol. .reiitore bavoets fF Saris seuiged Teel et of Beailiy aby il na ft 


: ; f ¢, . my 
soy! Tad Rios NeIOooOY TO YeInior ‘nedtiow ca ye i i 


* pee et ) 3 LL ts foatt ci j Wwerain ard. To gon te overt odk 
* tereogpnd “ie | at ie er hdow woul f (Oneangav: (ta alee? he’ ‘ea 
z { - < ' ' ; tn." 
: } , Te a] } i Wa DUB A Tea as aixt A a ) 
yengr “yf hand ov bo potigddeld enh ah qeiiaroge wed a) fan 
i i I i f f ite i PETES i 
ng bay F ill Neite of wale 
i 1 t R Migientters 2 Gis sy els 
; a ; Sa ash eure 
~4iTe te) 982 i qatial az ha loots! to aviied. w aear7ot end aoe} 


shies i sonigoel od) uf femmesies vider bua tvoutaung 3 
igohyn » CEi4 AIK a Pray tligerbiniiodig h spina waréiun ba w dommrouite nt ep iad 
kA 7 aOibiy ‘pol ew Pe trea duveainve dW 1 pad te ReLy: uit aoooed oF 


ae Ey | dootivots oe sibs wood oder , RE eth swarsbtide avn lo alia 














adhd ordesta tas WRAPS FOV O DD BRE GW. 
; £ ee ee me 
SVeVOonis: al Qe LW ek Shs ee sae oer faa , 
o pring eevig hon stent Hi eon Diqar aba sont aii QasoY inp ma 
~ ce : 
uotitiotios Jesaine Ont dn jae) AH Aeowertmns aid efi BOAT els ai oR eid) at bells 
¥ a 7 : J 7 
: ' fl 
\ 
= 
p , on 
: - a 7 7 





MEMOILNS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1107 


of the first citizens of Coahoma county, began teaching school, and for seven or eight years 
his brilliant mind and powers of elucidation were deveted to the improvement and advance- 
ment of the young of both sexes. His fine literary attainments and his proficiency as a 
teacher soon won for him public acknowledgment, and for the past twelve years he has held 
the position of superintendent of public education of Coahoma county, in which capacity he 
has done much for the cause of education, and has greatly benefited and improved the con- 
dition of the schools of the county. He possesses a brilliant and original mind, his ideas 
on the general topics of the day being clear and well defined, in fact, he is a scholarly, 
refined and Christian gentleman. He is very social in his instincts, and takes great interest 
in the beautifying and adornment of his home. He has one of the finest orchards in the 
delta, his fruits being of extra quality and of great variety. 

Walter P. Leak, merchant and farmer, of Ashland, Benton county, Miss., is a native of 
Little Rock, Ark., his birth having occurred there during a short residence of his parents in 
that state. He married Miss Fannie Dupuy MeDonald, March 4, 1885, and had two chil- 
dren, born as follows: W. Arnold Leak, February 8, 1887, and Kinneth Leak, February 4, 
1890. His father, W. John Leak, was born in Rockingham, N. C., in 1834, but came with 
his parents to Tippah county, Miss., at an early date. He subsequently returned to his 
native state, however, and graduated at Chapel Hill. He then selected planting as his occu- 
pation in life, and before the war was the owner of a great deal of land and many slaves. 
He also dealt largely in real estate. He was kindhearted and liberal, a loving husband and 
father, and a conscientious Christian. He was an invalid for many years prior to his death. 
His father, Francis T. Leak, was also a native of the Old North state, but came to northern 
Mississippi soon after its settlement by the whites, and became one of the most extensive 
planters and slaveowners there. He supported the cause of the South during the Civil war, 
and spent thousands of dollars while upholding what he considered its best interests. He 
was highly educated, and was a man of strong force of character. He was an ardent mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, and his hands were ever ready and open for the relief 
of suffering humanity. He died in the year 1863. 

Hon. Walter Leake was born in Virginia, came early to Mississippi territory and in 
1817, was chosen one of the first members of congress from the new state, serving until 
1820. Soon after that date he was appointed judge of the circuit court. In 1822 he was 
elected governor. Upon the expiration of his term he resumed the practice of his profession. 

John Lear, a son of John and Eliza (Hamilton) Lear, was born in Yazoo county, Miss., 
October 14, 1853, and is the eldest of a family of four children. His father was a native 
of Germany, and the mother was born in County Antrim, Ireland. John Lear, Sr., was 
born in the province of Hanover, Germany, and immigrated to America in 1834, landing in 
New Orleans; he proceeded at once to Yazoo county, Miss., where he passed the remainder 
of his days. He was a merchant and planter, and was a large property owner at the time 
of his death. He was born in 1804, and died in 1886. He had the honor of an acquaintance 
with Napoleon. John Lear, Jr., was reared and edueated in Yazoo county. At the age of 
seventeen years he set out to make his own fortune with brightest hopes and anticipations. 
He embarked in the livery business, forming a partnership with J. E. Redding; they have 
one of the best equipped stables in the county, and do a large and successful business. 
Mr. Lear is also interested in planting, owning about seven hundred acres, and having under 
his control two thousand acres; he has made a study of agriculture, and is one of the most 
prosperous planters. He was married in 1890, in Cincinnati, Ohio, to Miss Mary Stigler, a 
native of Mississippi and a daughter of J. M. Stigler. One child has been born to them, a 
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daughter named Marguerite. Our subject takes an active interest in the affairs of the town, 

~ and has been a member of the council fyr seven years. He is chief of the fire department 
of Yazoo City, a position of responsibility and one in which he takes considerable pride. He 
is a member of the Knights of Pythias, and belongs to the I. O. O. F. Mrs. Lear is a 
devoted member of the Episcopal church. 

Rufus F. Learned, manufacturer of lumber and president of the Natchez cotton mills, 
also a planter of Adams county, was born ia Jackson, Miss., in 1834, and is the only one now 
living of seven children born to the union of Edward D. and Laura (Woodward) Learned, 
both natives of the Pine Tree state, the father born in the town of Livermore, and the 
mother in Gardiner. The parents were married in their native state, and in about 1826 
came to Mississippi, first residing at Perlington, then Monticello, afterward Gallatin, and 
finally at Jackson, where Mr.‘Learned’s death occurred, in 1837. He was a graduate of 
Bowdoin college, Me., was a lawyer of ability, and practiced his profession with marked 
success the principal part of his days. His wife received her final summons in Natchez in 
1870. The paternal grandfather, Haynes Learned, was a native of Massachusetts, and his 
father, Gen. Ebenezer Learned, was also a native of that state. The latter was awarded 
a large tract of land in Maine for services rendered in the Revolutionary war, in which he 
was a prominent officer, and he sent his son, Haynes Learned, to settle this tract. The lat- 
ter was afterward in the government employ as an engineer, erecting forts in Florida for a 
number of years, and finally died in that state while engaged in that work. Gen. Ebenezer 
Learned was of the first generation born in America, and was of French origin, although 
his parents were natives of England. Rufus F. Learned attended private school in Jack- 
son, Miss., until thirteen years of age, and then entered Maine college at Waterville, where 
he remained for two years. In 1850 he was seized with the gold fever and went to Call- 
fornia, where he spent about eighteen months engaged in mining. After that he went to 
New Zealand and other Pacific islands, and finally went on a prospecting tour to Australia, 
being one of about four hundred persons who owned a vessel for that purpose. He spent 
nearly six years cruising in different parts of the world, and then returned to his home, 
where he served an apprenticeship in the lumber business with his stepfather, Andrew Brown. 
Soon after he engaged in the business on his own responsibility in Franklin county, and 
continued until the war, when he joined the Natchez Southern, company B, Tenth Missis- 
sippi, and fought at Shiloh, Munfordsville, Perryville, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, and 
also in the Georgia and Atlanta campaigns. After the fall of Atlanta he served as pur- 
chasing commissary through Tennessee and North Carolina, and surrendered with General 
Johnston. He was neither captured nor wounded during his term of service. After the war 
he formed a partnership with Mr. Brown in the lumber business, and after the latter’s death 
he purchased his interest and has since continued the business with success. He is one of 
the leading stockholders and founders of Natchez cottonmills, and has been president of 
the same since its organization in 1878. This enterprise started with a capital stock of 
$75,000, but this has been increased to $225,000. There are three hundred and thirty-six 
looms, eleven thousand spindles, and the daily production is five thousand pounds of fine 
goods. There are about two hundred and twenty-five employes, and the monthly pay roll is 
about $5,000. This is the largest exclusive cottonmill in Mississippi. Mr. Learned started 
out for himself after the war with no capital, and is now one of the wealthiest men of Adams 
county, all the result of bis own energy, good management and excellent business ability. 
He was married in 1868 to Miss Lizzie C. Brown, daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth (Key) 
Brown, natives of Scotland, in which country they were married about 1517. The parents 
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then came to the United States, resided at Pittsburgh, Penn., a short time, and then made 
their home at various places on the Ohio rivet, where the father followed the occupation of 
au architect and builder. In 1830 he went on a flatboat to Natchez and there made his home 
until his death in 1871. After the death of bis first wife he married the mother of Mr. 
Learned. He erected many of the best buildings in that city, and afterward envaved in the 
lumber business, which he followed successfully until his death, when he was probably worth 
$60,000. He was a prominent Mason, having takeu the thirty-third degree, and, although 
~a solfmade man, he had a fine intellect and was the author of a good work on geology. At 
the time of his death he was engaved on another work which was left uncompleted. He 
was a leader in matters of general advancement, and especially of a scientific nature, this 
being evinced by a rare collection of specimens now iu the possession of Mrs. Learned. He 
was noble, generous, and held in the highest regard by all. He was a great lover of flowers 
and plants, and what has long been known as Brown's garden is a lasting testimonial to his 
name. Mr. Learned has never been in public Jife, but he is well Known, and too much cau 
not be said as to his ability as a business man. He is a mewber of the Masonic lodge, Har- 
mony No. 1, Natchez, and of Rosalee commandery No. 1. Mis. Learned, who was boru in 
Natchez, Miss., is a member of the Presbyterian church. To Mr. and Mrs. Learned were 
born three children, one son and one daughter now living. i 

N. L. Leavell, who resides on his fine farm of one thousand aud twenty-three acres, 
situated one and one-half miles south of Clarksdale, Coahoma county, Miss., is the son of 
Napoleon K. and Eliza Jane (Hopson) Leavell, the former born in the blue grass regions of 
Kentucky, and the latter in the state of Tennessee. Their family consisted of tive childreu—— 
two sons and three danghters—N. LL. Leavell being the elder son. The father removed from 
Kentucky to Mississippi in 1832, and bought the farm where N. L. now resides, which then 
consisted of twelve hundred and sixty acres. He was one of the pioneers of the county, 
which was then in a very unsettled condition. The land bought by Mr. Leavell was covered 
with wood, and he immediately began clearing aud making improvements. His wife died in 
Clarksville, Tenn., in 1867, and the father was married at that place, in [S70, to Mrs. 
Christina Ditfenduffer, who was of Scotch parentage. To the second union was born one 
child, Anna Kk. The father died in March. 1872, on the plantation now owned by his son, 
N. L., who, with one sister and his half sister, Auna K., are the only ones of the family now 
living. N. L. Leavell was born io Clarksville, Tenn., on August 10, 1842, and was educated 
at Stuart college. On December 27, 1865, he was married in Clarksville, Tenn., to Miss 
Milbrey E. Williams, who received her education at Mary Sharp college, and who was the 
daughter of Joseph P. Williams, wholesale commission merchant at Clarksville, Tenn. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Leayell have been born three children-——two sons and one daughter: Jane 
M. (wife of A. B. Carruthers, of Memphis, Tenn., and the mother of four children, three 
sons an done daughter: Mr. Carruthers is a member of the tirm of the Carington Shoe com- 
pany, of Memphis, which frm does a wholesale business; Joseph P., the eldest son is 
attending school at Ridgeway institute, Howel. Ky., and the younger son, N. Kertly, is nine 
years of age. Mr. Leavell and wife are members of the Methodist church South, and are 
esteemed and respected by all who know them. They both came of representative families. 
At the breaking out of the Civil war Mr. Leavell enlisted in the Confederate army, company 
H, Fourteenth Tennessee infantry, aod served through the war in the Army of Virginia. 
He was in all the important battles of that state, and served the Confederacy faithfully aud 
well. He was wounded at the second battle of Manassas, shot through both legs, was capt- 
ured at the battle of the Wilderness and taken to Point Lookout, Md., where he remained 
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three months. He then escaped and went to Canada, remained there one month, after 
which he returned and entered the army again. He was wounded and captured the second 
time at Scottsboro, Ala.; was taken to Bridgeport of that state, and there his left leg was 
amputated just below the knee. He came very near having his right leg amputated also. 
After recovering from his wounds he again entered the service, and there remained until the 
close of the war, when he returned to the old homestead, where he resides at the present 
time. He is a member of the association known as Fab Bivouac, of Clarksville, Tenn. 
Since the war Mr. Leavell has been actively engaged in farming, and his operations are con- 
ducted in a manner indicative of a progressive, thorough agriculturist. His land, six hun- 
dred acres under cultivation, being well adapted to the growth of cotton, he has made that 
his principal industry. He was elected amember of the board of supervisors of Coahoma 
county in 1878, and served in that capacity for two years. Mr. Leavell is about six feet two 
inches in hight, rather heavy set, with light hair and blue eyes, and is a good-looking man. 
He is wideawake and enterprising, and is one of Coahoma county’s most highly respected 
citizens. 

There is no man in the state of Mississippi who takes higher rank .in theological and 
educational affairs than does Prof. Z. T. Leavell, Carrollton, Miss. These two subjects 
le very near his heart, and to them he is devoting the best years and strongest energies of 
his life. He was born in Pontotoc county, Miss., August 30, 1847, and is a son of Capt. 
James and Emily (Worthington) Leavell. The father was a native of South Carolina, and 
served as a captain of the militia of his state. He removed to Mississippi about the year 
1840, and located in the northern part of the state; there he resided until his death, which 
occurred in 1870. His wife had been called to her eternal rest two years previous, in 1868. 
The subject of this notice grew to manhood in his native state; he acquired a thorough edu- 
cation at the University of Oxford, Miss., and was graduated from this institution in 1871. 
Desiring to enter the ministry he entered upon a three years’ theological course at Green- 
ville, S. C., in the Southern Baptist theological institute. This college has since been 
removed to Louisville, Ky. Professor Leavell here pursued his studies with that ardor 
which is only born of a sincere desire to succeed, and to succeed in the highest sense of the 
word. When a lad of thirteen years he had united with the church, and all his hopes and 
aspirations from boyhood had lain in this path. Soon after his graduation in 1571 he was 
licensed to preach, and he took his first pastorate at Dalton, Ga. He was afterward sta- 
tioned at Murfreesboro, Tenn., and then at Oxford, Miss.; there he presided over the Bap- 
tist church for six years. He then resigned his position, and for two years was financial 
manager of the Mississippi college. In 1882 he accepted a call to Natchez, Miss., and 
served as pastor of the Baptist church there for five years.- The cause of education, which 
is a twin sister to the work of the church, is a subject in which the Professor has taken a 
deep interest. In 1890 he resigned his pastorate in Natchez and came to Carrollton to take 
charge of the Carrollton Female college, which he had purchased with the hope of giving it 
new impetus and life. This institution at that time was at a low ebb, the attendance being 
quite smal]. The experience, energy and will that have been brought to bear have been tell- 
ing in their influence. The standard has been elevated, the attendance has been increased to 
one hundred and twenty and the future is most promising. Professor Leavell is assisted in 
this work by a corps of seven superior teachers. The school has already established a repu- 
tation for thoroughness that will go far toward attracting a fine class of students. The 
buildings are ample, the location is healthy and the accommodations are excellent for young 
ladies who desire a good, substantial education. Professor Leavell was married at Rome, 





cry 
5 
4 
ii 
' £ 


i 


) 


» bas bebe vaw oH vie i varia Od) bon 


too to diwe dd oF Datoabe Hew vaied »oterisine who BtoB 


ne saniiebommooos wilt bitw yilileed #i notlagol ail} fale ois ga 









wo avedd f en t ra oF ha enh 7 vee aout 1 


‘), 




































® iste ia ids to Hoey py wa a owes: 

aD ; 7 

i wid yoivad ten tov needy oll, 8 vail) wolod 4 
ve 


di fag .“tetoe off Seapets igne Bie od abanow pid mow gaievro9e rt 10M, 
1 of eww fieolhwowdebla ads of bo iiderod node \tew 6 ult to onol 
am ron miiaioome odd Yo. sodium a at ob nus 


d fou jorin! of Peoraie yleviden asian sail Hoevaold alt 107 oul ¢ 00 i 
laitminusiron dpsrowult , gow, «@ Yo evidssibol wagem 8 ab rion 


nad edd to sedaiema betesle aiw oll .yrienba a 
ma b leubat 1 Recarici! 


Ak tye ovtlae viinagas dedi ai baytes baw BY? o1 ai yiawoe 


z f 


ddiw J 1a rh “iBT , ihotd a aed 
oa t ef Dee Qieiupaiae bus odansobiw if 
ae Sidi 
tyizeinaill to. otadaedd ui gaa oa ab ot he 
il Lavan! .0 SX 3o01T each oadi etiate Innoitengi 
boa emer teed odd gemlorab ef ed moedd-af bose drsadl aid seen yay or 








f " gti eatoiael of mod saw oH 
listed  Meveal (nodguiditoW) ean eae 
H end fidilins aif Yo 
! satete ad meq omdisoa of) ot ales! fn 
j { 7p { ¢ holies oo ef bail otiw FER i | ot if ct boy , 
r| j ood Ww eption aid % mee 
if erorvt ft bay daw bun ell JbiotzO lo vi me CT # 1 
" +s. 00m Bomdos od v4 cis add tates oF yt 


apd ; lanie A? Jaiigu® uxadino# od) at 0 8 
WD bi a i cf oy yy { { Tia | 4 AL Silivariod ‘od bor 


‘ u : § aimve @ & , 
f of nga 9 } ihe 7 otasinie 6 to mrod viao. ms 


onads sdf ddiv Matt Pict 6 aov cogitidd Yo bal a aed W 






















f i 
3 { hs peal iinld 3a | 
1 wid houniens ood oH © ais ey xin tok soi 
ou f | Sel sive sft to xo am 
I rd I oli Yo rosea BE 
vil! bd out ob Ww tute ail 2 et 
. eaq wid beapi OOBT of duorwtat i 
bye tho slasria aollicoieD add to 
» deed de erodes: ol Bos, af hey te 
alt thiw ban ygura .¢ ut Mace 
le 4 + marist brabeaie oll oascur: vied a 
i re i oepia « a haa yiaswi bug h 
i i ‘ dere to atyI09 n ¥ ui 40 
’ binwe! iglt ceomubgncsoslt * 





oneal ot aor be lnitan jedue shoog. & stents OnW 
hee ‘ 








MEMOIRS OF MISSISSIPPI. 1111 


Ga., July 22, 1874, to Miss Julia Bass, a daughter of Col. Nathan Bass, of Macon, Ga., a 
man well known throughout the state as a répresentative of his district in congress. Mrs. 
Leavell was reared in Macon, where she acquired a good education and attained many accom. 
plishments. She is the mother of two children: Carrie and Anna May. The Professor is 
of that genial, social disposition calculated to win the heart of the young. He is a highly 
esteemed member of the Masonic order, being a Knight Templar; he also belongs to the 
Knights of Honor. 

Fred J. V. Le Cand, secretary and treasurer of Rosalie mills company, Natchez, 
Miss., is the elder of two children, a son and daughter, born to Benjamin and Sarah 
(Cousins) Le Cand, natives of London, England. In 1537 the parents left their native 
country and came direct to Natchez, Miss., where they made their permanent home. 
The father, who was engaged in merchandising, died there in 1845, but the mother is 
still living there, and is eighty-five years of age. She is a worthy and consistent mem. 
ber of the Presbyterian church. Their daughter, Josephine, married Altheron Wheelock, 
who was reared in Vermont, but who moved to Natchez at an early day, and became 
not only one of the leading drygoods merchants, but also one of the prominent citizens. 
He is now deceased. Fred J. V. Le Cand was born in Natchez in 1841, educated in 
that city, and in 1861 he joined the Natchez Fencibles, a military command which was 
organized in 1824 by Gen. John A. Quitman, and which is still in existence, and which for 
eight years has been under the command of Mr. Le Cand. In this command he served 
in the Virginia army the last year of the war, as adjutant of his regiment, the Twelfth Mis- 
sissippi, participating in nearly all the leading engagements of that department. He was 
wounded at Seven Pines and at Chancellorsville, and was twice captured, the last time at Fort 
Gregg, near Petersburg, April 2, 1865, from which place he was sent as a ‘prisoner to 
Johnson’s Island, Ohio, where he remained until July, or for about three months after the 
general surrender. He is now commander of the veteran asscciation at Natchez, and 
also aid-de-camp to Gen. W. S. Featherston, who is commander-in-chief of the state vet- 
eran association. Mr. Le Cand is past dictator of the Bluff City lodge of Knights of 
Honor No. 1145, and has been representative to the grand lodge. He has been twice 
married, first in 1865 to Miss Mary E., daughter of James and Lucinda (Hutchinson) Brown, 
the father a native of Liverpool, England, the mother born near St. Louis, Mo. They 
settled in Natchez about the year 1838 or 1839, the father following the oceupation of builder 
until the close of the war. His death occurred in 1875. His widow is still living, and 
resides in New Orleans. Mrs. Le Cand was born in Natchez, and died in 1876, leaving a son. 
She was an Episcopalian. Mr. Le Cand’s second marriage oceurred in 1887, to Miss 
Rosalie Mason, daughter of Thomas and Caroline (Bennett) Mason, natives respectively of 
Philadelphia and Natchez, Miss. The parents were married in the last named eity, and 
there they spent the balance of their lives, he engaged in merchandising. Mrs. Le Cand 
was born in Natchez. ‘Two children were born to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Le Cand. 
After the war Mr. Le Cand engaged in merchandising, and this continued until 1887, when 
he became secretary and treasurer of the Rosalie mills company, which was first estab- 
lished in 1881. The present capital stock is $138,000. There are one hundred and 
sixty looms, sixty-three hundred spindles, and the daily productions are twenty-five hundred 
pounds of cotton goods. They have one hundred and thirty-five employes, and have a 
monthly pay roll of $2,000. Mr. Le Cand is a public-spirited, energetic man, and is a leader 
in all matters of public interest. He and wife are members of the Presbyterian chureh, and 
he has been an elder in the same for eighteen years. 
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R. R. Ledbetter is a druggist of Jackson, Miss., who has a well-appointed and stocked 
establishment in the business portion of the city, and is doing a prosperous and continually 
increasing trade. He was born in Jackson in 1541, being the only child born to J. H. and 
Susan (Ellis) Ledbetter, who were natives of Virginia and Kentucky, respectively. The 
father came to Jackson some time in the thirties, soon after associated himself in business with a 
Mr. Ellis, and for some time they formed the leading mercantile house of Jackson, the style 
of the firm being Ellis & Ledbetter. He died of the dreaded yellow fever during the 
scourge of 1878, the mother’s death occurring on November 6, 1885. Both were worthy 
members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and he was Sunday-school superintendent for 
many years. The Ledbetters are of English descent and during colonial times came to the 
new world. The mother on one side, descended from the Morehead family of Kentucky, 
and two of her brothers were early settlers of Jackson. It. R. Ledbetter was educated in 
the city of his birth, and in 1860 became a business partner of his father. The next year, 
at the age of nineteen years, he entered the Confederate army, leaving Jackson in the Burt 
rifles, for Virginia, in which state he was a participant in the principal battles: First 
Manassas, Leesburg, the seven days’ fight in front of Richmond, the principal battle of which 
was Malvern Hill, Gettysburg, Cedar Creek, Richmond and Petersburg. He was captured 
on the 6th of April, 1565, near High bridge, and was discharged the Ist of June. After a 
short time spent in Richmond he came back to Jackson via St. Louis, and followed clerking for a 
year or two. In 1867 he began the study of pharmacy, and in 1878 engaged in business for 
himself, buying out the business of Gus Asher, with whom he had long been connected. His 
business is firmly established in public favor, and he is considered one of the safest and most 
accurate pharmacists of the city. He keeps a full line of all articles pertaining to his line 
of business, and his establishment is largely patronized. His marriage, which occurred in 
1883, was to Miss Antonia Hilzim, a native of the city and a daughter of Philip Hilzim, one 
of the first merchants of Jackson. He married Antoinette Monlin in Charleston, S. C., who 
was a native of that place and came to Jackson, Miss., in 1838, and entered the mercantile 
business, which he continued in successfully for many years; died in 1859, leaving a family 
of four sons and four daughters. Mr. Ledbetter and his wife are members of the Episcopal 
church, and socially he belongs tothe A. F. & A. M. and the K. of H. fraternities. He has 
a pleasant home on State street, and he and his amiable wife have a large circle of friends. 

Capt. James W. Lee, postmaster at Aberdeen, Miss., was born in Cherokee county, 
Ala., November 30, 1838, a son of Isome and Lucy (Smith) Lee, natives of South Carolina 
and Georgia respectively. The father was a farmer by vocation; in [840 he moved to Texas, 
where, as was the rule, under the republic of Texas, in those times, he obtained his six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land as the head of a family. He lived there till his death, in 1870, 
at Lafayette, in Upshur county, near where his wife died, in 1855. Six children were born 
to them: Capt. James W., Mrs. George C. Hopkins, of Pittsburg, Tex.; Mrs. Mattie E. 
Stell, of Cooper, Tex.; and Mrs. M. E. Proctor, of Sulphur Springs, Tex.; William E. and 
John N., brothers, both died in the Confederate service. Our subject was educated in Pitts- 
burg, Tex., while living on his father’s farm, near that place. In 1861 he enlisted in com- 
pany H, Third Texas regiment, which was the first company raised in his county, and the 
first to leave for the Kast. He entered the service as a lieutenant, and after twelve months 
of service he was made captain; he served as senior captain during 1863-4. After the pro- 
motion of Col. H. P. Mabry, and the reorganization and consolidation of the regiment, in 
the early part of 1865, he became lieutenant-colonel, and continued with the regiment until 
the surrender, in May, 1865. He had many narrow escapes in the war; in 1861 his horse ° 
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was shot down by his side, at the battleof Wilson creek, near Springtield, Mo. ; a little later, 
in September, 1862, he was shot down in front¢of a battery at Inka, Miss., while in com- 
mand of his company. The Third Texas then belonged to Hebert’s brigade, Little’s divis- 
ion. He was captured and taken to Camp Douglas, Chicago, but after two months’ confine- 
ment, he was exchanged at Vicksburg, Miss., and again took command of his company, 
remaining with it till General Hood relieved Gen. J. EF. Johnston of his command in July, 
1864, when Captain Lee was again wounded, on the Chattahootchie river, in front of Atlanta, 
Ga., which disabled him, until Hood took up the line of march for Nashville, in December, 
in which campaign he took an active part. While Hood, with his army, occupied a position 
in front of Nashville, Captain Lee was sent with a portion of his regiment to Murfreesboro, 
where, in a sharp engagement, his horse was shot under him. Although so young, he was 
a most brave and gallant officer; no danger could deter him from going where he thought his 
duty called him, or where he was ordered. At the time of the surrender he was command. 
ing the outpost from Grand Gulf, on the Mississippi. to Bushe’s Ferry, on the Big Black. 
After the surrender he located in Aberdeen, Miss., where he engaged in the mercantile busi- 
ness till 1872, when he took to farming, and at the same time filled several official positions; 
he was mayor of Aberdeen from 1871 to 1873; was sheriff of Monroe county, part of 1873, 
1874 and 1875; was postmaster of Aberdeen from 1880 to 1886, when he resigned and engaged 
in farming. In 1890 he was again appointed pastmaster, which position he now occupies. He 
was married in 1863 to Miss Morgia Reynolds Word, of Monroe county, Miss., by whom he 
has one son, Sidney Word, who is a wholesale grocer in Birmingham, Ala. Mrs. Captain 
Lee was recommended and appointed one of the lady managers of the World’s Columbian 
exposition at Chicago. Captain Lee is a member of the Knights of Honor, and is one of 
the most upright, honorable men of his county or state, and one whom his fellow-citizens 
delight to honor. He and his wife and son are members of the Presbyterian church, of which 
he is an elder. 

Hon. Robert Charles Lee is the owner of large planting interests in Mississippi and 
Arkansas, about seventeen thousand acres, and in 1888 he erected a handsome residence with 
all the modern conveniences at Madison station, in Madison county, Miss., at a cost of 
$7,000. He was born at Gray’s Port, in Grenada county, Miss., on the 17th of July, 1861, 
and was the third of five children born to Dr. L. C. and Laura (Hunter) Lee, natives respect- 
ively of Tennessee and Maryland. His father came to Mississippi when about twenty-one 
years of age, and located in Yalobusha, afterward Grenada county, and there practiced his 
profession successfully until his death et Grenada, Miss., on the Sth of October, 1883, in the 
fifty ninth year of his age. He was educated at Chapel Hill college, North Carolina, and 
graduated in medicine from Jefferson medical college, Philadelphia. He was major of the 
Forty-eighth Mississippi regiment in the Confederate army, and was wounded five times dur- 
ing the war. He was shot through the lungs at the battle of Seven Pines, and at the battle 
of Fredericksburg he received a severe wound in the thigh. He never fully recovered from 
the wound in the lungs. He was appointed surgeon when he first enlisted, but resigned to 
enter active service. He was a man of modest bearing, and was highly esteemed by all with 
whom he came in contact. He was a brave, patriotic citizen, and his professional life was 
one of success and honor. His mother was a Miss Sutton before marriage, and his father 
was a native of North Carolina. Our subject’s maternal grandparents, John L. and Sophia 
(Green) Hunter, were both of prominent families, and Greenleaf Point, D. C., was named 
in honor of the Green family, one of the most prominent of the Old Dominion. Hon. Rob- 
ert Charles Lee was reared in Grenada county, and educated at Oxford and Vanderbilt uni- 
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versity, graduating in law at the former, and in literature at the latter, in 1881 and 1882, 
respectively. In the last-named year he’ was united in marriage to Miss Ella Bass, a native 
of Madison county, and the daughter of Rev. Isaac R. and Martha J. (Jones) Bass, natives 
of the Old North state. Soon after his marriage Mr. Lee commenced practicing his profes- 
sion in Canton in partnership with John Handy, with whom he remained until 1888, when 
he retired from active practice, and has since devoted his time and energies to his large 
planting interests in Mississippi and Arkansas. To his marriage have been born three inter- 
esting children, Laura E., Robert C., Jr., and Walthall Bass, all at home. In addition to 
his extensive cotton plantation, he is considerably interested in the raising of strawberries 
and vegetables. From 1886 he was for two years a member of the legislature, and declined 
a second term. He was the youngest member of the constitutional convention in 1890. He 
now lives quietly on his plantation, happy in the companionship of his wife and children. He 
and Mrs. Lee are members of the Episcopal church. He is a Knight Templarin the Masonic 
fraternity, isa Knight of Pythias and a Knight of Honor. 

William D. Lee, was born in Barber county, Ala., October 7, 1836, the eldest of five 
children born to B. F. and Martha (Tate) Lee, the former of whom was born in Florida, and 
the latter in Georgia. In 1848 B. F. Lee came with his family to Mississippi, and for thirty- 
seven years thereafter was a resident of Hinds county, at the end of which time, 1885, he 
removed to Texas where he died the following year. He was in the Indian war of 1836, in 
which he commanded his company; was in the battle of Roanoke, and made a brave, faithful 
and intrepid soldier. He was a mechanic and worked at his trade the greater part of his 
life. His father, Durham Lee, came from Ireland, and settled in Florida in the pioneer 
days of that state. William D. Lee was reared in Hinds county, Miss., and although his 
advantages were not of the best in his youth, he is a well-informed and intelligent man and 
keeps his own books with as much accuracy as any trained bookkeeper. Since a boy he has 
made his own way in the world through many adverse circumstances, and by his own efforts 
has achieved considerable success in life, the property of which he is now the owner being 
the result of earnest and persistent effort. He is the owner of about one thousand and 
fifteen acres of land, about six bundred of which are under cultivation, and his home in 
Raymond is a comfortable, commodious and pleasant one. He has an excellent mercantile 
establishment at this place, and does a business of about $40,000 and a business of $10,000 
at Bolton, where he also has a store. He has been a resident of Raymond since 1884, and 
his efforts, both as a farmer and merchant, have been crowned with success, principally 
because his personal supervision has been given to the enterprises in which he has engaged. 
He enlisted in the Confederate army in. 1861, attaching himself to company H, Highteenth 
Mississippi regiment and participated in the first battle of- Manassas, the engagement at 
Leesburg, and the seven days’ fight around Richmond. He was captured at the battle of 
Fredericksburg and taken to Fort Delaware, but was exchanged at the end of three weeks 
and rejoined his command in the valley of Virginia, after which he participated in the battles 
of Gettysburg, the second engagement at Manassas, Chickamauga, Knoxville andthe Wilder- 
ness, where he was quite severely wounded and disabled for about ninety days. He was 
also wounded in the battle of Gettysburg. Upon recovering he rejoined his command and 
was in the battle of Cedar Creek where he was again captured and taken to Point Lookout, 
where he was retained until about six weeks before the final surrender, when he was paroled 
and returned home, which place he reached about three weeks later. At the close of the 
war he had fifty cents with which to begin the battle of life, and like atrue son of the South, 
he at once engaged in planting, which calling he continued to follow with suecess until 1884. 
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In 1866 he was united in marriage to Miss Amanda Williams, a native of Mississippi and a 
daughter of Benjamin and Molsey (Barnes) Williaths, natives of North Carelina. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee four children have been born: Benjamin F., Molsey B., William D., and Mattie 7’. 
The family are members of the Baptist church and Mr. Lee is an earnest Christian gentle- 
man, honorable and industrious, seeking to do right by everybody. He is devoted to his 
family, bas given his children liberal education, and his daughters have developed much artis- 
tic talent. 

Dr. Louis D. Leger, was born near Mississippi City, Miss., in 1859, and is a son of 
Benoit and Rosa (Cuendet) Leger, natives of France and Switzerland respectively. The 
father emigrated to America about the year 1848, and traveled thyoughout the United States 
going to California where he remained but a short time. He finally settled in Mississippi, 
and is the present postmaster of Handsboro, Miss. Heserved through the Civil war on the Con- 
federate side, and since the close of the conflict has been engaged in contracting and 
building. He has four sons: Joseph, a contractor and engineer; Dr, L. J. Eugene, a clerk 
in the war department at Washington; and John who is principal of the public schools of 
Pass Christian. Dr. Leger received a good practical education at Trinity high school 
and began his professional studies early in life. In 1852 he was graduated from the med- 
ical department, university of Louisville, Ky. He immediately began practicing, selecting 
Biloxi. Miss., as his home. In 1883 he went to Jacksonville, Fla., and was in the marine 
hospital service until March, 1885, when he made atrip to Central America. There was 
war being waged on the Isthmus of Panama, and he was offered a large salary to remain 
and take charge of the hospital at Colon. He was especially fitted for this position, as he 
speaks French, English and Spanish, but he declined it on account of the insurrection, and 
returned to Mississippi City. He resided here until 1890, when he moved to Pass Christian. 
He is one of the leading physicians on the coast, and is an accomplished scholar. He is 
fully abreast of the times on all medical topics, and is still a diligeat student. He has built 
up a large patronage, and numbers his friends by the host. He was married in 1891 to Miss 
Josie Gause, of New Orleans. He is a member of the Baptist church. 

Pleasant C. Legg is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, residents of Coahoma county, 
having made his home here for forty-five years, and there are now only six citizens residing 
in the county who were here at that time. The country was then wild and unsettled, and 
Mr. Legg experienced all the hardships incident to pioneer times. He was born in Jackson 
county, Ga., on the 3d of September, ISI4, and, although past the age usually allotted to 
man, three-score years and ten, he is remarkably strong and active, bidding fair to live many 
years yet. He was the third of ten children born to Nathaniel and Luey (Hampton) Legg, 
natives of Virginia and descendants of old and honored families of that state. The father 
followed the occupation of a planter, aud died in 15833, at the age of forty-three years. The 
paternal grandfather, James Legg, was a native of Virginia, and the maternal grandparents, 
John and Mary (Malone) Hampton, were natives of the Old Dominion also. Pleasant C. 
Legg attained his growth and secured a limited education in his native state, after which, 
when but twenty-one years of age, he started out to fight his way in life. His means were 
limited, but he persevered, and is now an extensive planter of Coahoma county, being the 
owner of eleven hundred and twenty acres of land, with three hundred and fifty acres under 
cultivation. Mr. Legg has been twice married, the first time in 1841 to Miss Elvira L. 
Brooks, a native of Georgia, and the daughter of Thomas and Mary (Story) Brooks, natives 
also of that state. Eight children were born to this union: Helen, Louisa M., Richard E., 


Mary, Nathaniel, Crawford, Robert E. and Elvira, all of whom are deceased but Helen and 
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Mary. Mr. Legg’s second marriage, occurred in 1863, to Mrs. Anna K. (Hibbler) Jones, a 
native of Georgia, of which state her parents, Eldred M. and Nancy Hibbler, were also 
natives. The second union resulted in the birth of two children, Bettie L. and Nannie C., 
now deceased. Mr. Legg is a member of the Presbyterian church and contributes very lib- 
erally to all churches, schools and all enterprises that have for their object the welfare 
of the county. He was a member of the board of supervisors for twenty-one years, 
from 1848 to 1869, and is a gentleman held in the highest esteem by all. He came to Nox- 
ubee county, Miss., in 1836, remained there ten years, and then, after a residence of one 
year in Arkansas, moved to Coahoma county, Miss., where he has resided since. He has a 
fine farm on the Clarksdale & Tallahatchie railroad, seven miles southeast of Clarksdale, 
which is very productive, producing a bale of cotton to the acre. He has a nice dwelling, 
and is as pleasant a gentleman as one would care to meet. Although formerly a whig in 
politics, he is now a democrat, but is very conservative, taking very little interest in the 
political issues of the day. He has very little affectation about him, and is one of the 
honest and reliable citizens of the county. His maternal grandfather, John Hampton, was 
in the Revolutionary war and played a very important part in that struggle. 

Hon. John G. Leggett is a native of Pike county, having been born on the farm on 
which he now resides, four miles south of Holmesville, September 25, 1831, a son of Hon. 
B. W. Leggett, a native of Georgia, who, at the age of fourteen years, came with his 
father, Col. William Leggett, also a native of, Georgia, to Mississippi. Colonel Leggett 
served the cause of the colonies in the Revolutionary war, and was wounded at the battle of 
Cowpens. He was reared in Georgia, but moved to Mississippi in 1819, and located in Pike 
county, near the state line of Louisiana. There he reared his two sons: William P. and B. 
W. Leggett. The former was a prominent planter during his entire life. Hon. B. W. 
Leggett had limited educational advantages, but had a strong intellect, and was naturally 
studious, so that by observation and reading he acquired a vast fund of useful information. 
He was married in Amite county to Elizabeth K. McGehee, a daughter of William McGehee, 
a representative of one of the prominent families in the state of Mississippi. The husband 
and wife a little later settled on Love’s creek, on the place upon which our subject now 
resides. He became prominent in the county affairs; was a member of the police jury, and 
in 1843 and 1846 represented Pike county in the state legislature, and was a num- 
ber of tithes the chairman of the democratic executive committee. He died in 1857, his 
wife having preceded him in 1851. Our subject and his two sisters constituted his entire 
family. Janeis the wife of Daniel M. Pound; Anna V. is married to D. C. Walker, while 
our subject forms the third of this trio. Mr.’ Leggett’s educational advantages were 
somewhat limited, but he is thoroughly an educated man. He was married in 1857 in 
this county to Mary Simmons, adaughter of George Simmons. Mrs. Leggett was born, 
reared and educated in Pike county. After his marriage he entered vigorously upon the 
work of planting on the old homestead, so often mentioned in this sketch. After the war 
he again took up the life of a planter. He is a democrat in polities, and has always been 
quite influential in public affairs. In 1875 he was elected a member of the board of super- 
visors, and, after serving one term, declined a reélection. Later he was for one term schoo! 
surpervisor. In 1859 he was elected to the legislature, and during the session served on the 
committee on public roads and ferries, and on the committee on public lands, acquitting him- 
self with great credit. Mr. and Mrs. Leggett have seven children: William W., a planter, 
who lives near ber father, and is married and has four children, Dixie L., who married G. 
W. Sauls, by whom she has five children, and is living in Osyka; Julia A., a successful 
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schoolteacher; Mattie L., wife of EK. W. Ott, of Mount Herman, la.; Theresa R., a young 
lady at school at Blue Mountain seminary; Dulcie M., and John G’, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. 
Leggett are members of the Baptist church, of which Mr. Leggett is a deacon, holding also 
the office of moderator of the Baptist association, with which his church is connected. He 
is a member of the Silver Springs lodge No. 310, A. F. & A. M., and is a Royal Aceh 
Mason of Summit lodge, and has served as presiding officer of his lodge. Judge Leggett 
is one of the purest and best of men, and is held in high esteem by the people of Pike 
county. He is a lover of his home and family, and is very domestic in his tastes. He 
cherishes the associations of his youth, and loves to dwell on the scenes and incidents of 
his childhood and early life, every place about the old homestead being dear to him. His 
worldly success has been all that heart could ask, and he has no further desire for political 
preferments, wishing rather to spend his declining years in the ease and quiet of his loving 
household. 

Prominent among the prosperous farmers and successful stockmen of Panola county 
stands the name of the two brothers, KE. T. and A. H. Leigh, who are proprietors of Long 
Branch stock farm, two miles east of Courtland in Panola county, Miss. This farm contains 
five hundred and fifty acres, devoted to stock, and the brothers have been engaged in this 
business for twelve years. They first began by raising mules, and sold from twenty-five to 
thirty of a high grade per year. They then turned the farm into a standard-bred horse 
farm, purchasing as the head of their stud, King Hal, a pacing stallion, four years old, gray 
in color, and sixteen hands high, sired by Gibson’s Tom Hal, the sire of Hal Pointer, time 
2:093; Brown Hal, time, 2:124; Little Brown Jug, time, 2:114, ete. They also own a trot- 
ting stallion, Glendale, No. 2700, that was foaled in 1882. He was sired by Glenview, 
No. 1107, sire of Euclid, time, 2:283. By these two stallions they have of pacers Count 
Hal, No. 13, time 2:27, at four years old; Emily Hal, 2:30, at two years old; Famous, time, 
2:37, at four years; Sailaway, 2:46, at four years old; Panola Hal, time, 2:46, at three 
years. All these records were made in races. Count Hal won eight out of nine races and 
Famous won four out of six races. About forty acres of their farm are in clover, and herd 
grass or hay, and about the same number of acres are kept for grazing. The farm is well 
watered by two creeks and is well improved with fences and outbuildings for the conven- 
ience and comfort of the stock. There is a good half-mile race track on which their horses 
are daily exercised by a skillful trainer. The family residence is a handsome dwelling and 
everything about the place bespeaks the owners to be men of energy and determination. 
The Leigh brothers are natives of Yalobusha county, Miss., sons of John and Martha 
(Townes) Leigh, both natives of the Old Dominion. They grew to manhood in their native 
county, became familiar with the duties of farm life at an early age, and came to Panola 
county in 1875. A. H. Leigh was a member of company K, Thirty-tirst Mississippi cavalry, 
and served the last two years of the war. He was in the Atlanta fight, where nearly one- 
half of his brigade was lost. E. T. Leigh was a member of the First Mississippi infantry, 
Featherstone’s brigade, and was in all the engagements of his command. He was subse- 
quently transferred to the Twenty-ninth regiment, and was in the battle of Franklin, Tenn., 
where he received two wounds, one in the right arm and the other in the left thigh. After 
recovering from this he joined the Third Mississippi cavalry and remained with this until 
-the surrender. A. H. Leigh was married in 1883 to Miss Rosa Ruffin (of a prominent and 
early family of Mississippi) and the daughter of Maj. William and Sallie (White) Ruttin. 
The fruits of this union were four edildren: Willie, Sidney, Ernest aud Katie. Mr. and 


Mrs. Leigh and E. T. Leigh are members of the Courtland Baptist church. Aside from 
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their stock farm Messrs. Leigh have a “otton and corn plantation of four hundred acres, 
which is very productive, yielding large crops yearly. They are energetic, progressive 
farmers, just in the prime of life, and with the knowledge they have gained by experience 
and observation, and with the means already in their hands, they are certain to share largely 
of the honors of the progressive movement now being put forth in the new South. 

Max Lemler, real estate agent of Greenville, is a native of Austria, born in 1856,’and 
was third in a family of four children born to Lemel and Hinda (Munk) Lemler, both natives 
also of that country. The father was a commission merchant and followed this occupation in 
his mother country until his death in 1868. The mother came to the United States in 1887 
and now resides with her daughter in Boston, Mass. Max Lemler was reared in Austria 
and remained there until fifteen years of age, attending the best schools of that section until 
the day before he left. On account of his father’s death he came to America in 1872, landed 
in New York, and after a short time came to Greenville, Miss., where he located in the fall 
of 1873. He first engaged as clerk for the firm of Landau & Pingarm, early merchants of 
this place, soon became bookkeeper, and continued with them until 1877, when he started in 
business for himself at Stoneville, Washington county, being the second merchant at that 
place. Mr. Lemler’s brother, Henry, who had crossed the ocean about the same time with 
our subject, was in business with him at Stoneville and a cousin, Henry Munk, was also a 
partner. Tbe firm name was Munk, Lemler & Co. The brother and cousin both 
died of yellow fever in 1878 at Stoneville and their bodies were removed to Greenville the 
following year. Mr. Lemler remained in Stuneville until the spring of 1879 when he 
returned to Greenville, and in the fall engaged as clerk and buyer for Weiss & Goldstein of 
that city, remaining with the firm for nearly eight years. In 1886 he started a general 
merchandising business in Greenville, continued this for about a year and then sold out to 
new arrivals from Bolton, Miss. After this he embarked in the real estate business and 
began buying city property which he improved. He has built three store buildings valued 
at $16,000, eight dwellings valued at $11,000, and in addition to this has a num- 
ber of valuable town lots. He also owns two hundred and sixty acres in three tracts 
in this county and rents the cultivated portion at $8.00 per acre. He also owns 
a small tract in Calhoun county, five hundred acres in Sunflower county and a small 
portion in Le Flore county. When Mr. Lemler came to Greenville in 1873 he had 
nothing and what he has since obtained is the result of industry and good business ability. 
He is a wideawake, thoroughgoing business man, and as such merits the esteem of all. 
In politics he is a democrat, and for years has been an inspector of elections. Mr. Lemler 
was married on the 23d of Jane, 1883, to Miss Bertha Landau, a native of Germany, who 
came with her mother to Greenville in 1869, and who was educated at the Convent of St. 
Agnes, Memphis, Tenn. Her father died in Greenville on the 19th of June, 1887. He was 
an early merchant at that place, was a prominent citizen and was active in polities, running 
as a candidate for county treasurer in 1876. The mother is still living. She has three 
brothers, all in business in Greenville. Mr. and Mrs. Lemler are the parents of one child, 
Julius. Mr. Lemler is an active member of secret societies, being a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, Greenville lodge No. 206, the Knights of Pythias, Stonewall Jackson lodge, 
Legion of Honor, the C. B. Huntington council, and a member of the Free Sons of Israel 
Keshar. 

Among the early settlers of Smith county, Miss., was Col. Samuel Lely, grandfather 
of William S. Lemly. He was born at Salisbury, N. C., March 1, 1791, a son of Jacob and 
Katherine (Creson) Lemly, and was of Scotch-German ancestry. In 1811 he married 
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Elizabeth Furr, and in 1841 emigrated with ,his family to Mississippi. Settling in Smith 
county he invested in land, and devoted his attention to planting, The country of that 
section was then in a primitive condition, and the educational and religious facilities were 
necessarily limited. In order to secure better advantages in this direction he, after a few 
: years, removed to Jackson with his family of thirteen children. He continued to reside there 
until his death in 1848, having been for years a member in the Presbyterian church, in which 
he also officiated as an elder. Among his children was a son, Samuel, who was born in Salis- 
bury, N. C., in 1819. He grew to maturity in his native state, and as his father was a 
prominent and well-to do citizen there, he was given the advantages of a thorough edu- 
cational training. At the age of twenty years he married Miss Emeline Steele, a native of 
York district, S. C., and a daughter of Jonathan and Martha Steele. She was left an orphan 
at an early age, and was reared in the family of a maternal aunt. In 1841 the young couple 
were among the party who, leaving behind the tender associations of kindred and home, 
came to Mississippi, here to take advantage of her natural resources and build up for them- 
selves and family a competence. The journey was made overland in wagons, and lasted a 
number of weeks. Until 1843 Samuel Lemly was a planter in Smith county. In the year 
last mentioned he removed with his family to Jackson, where he became engaged in mercan- 
tile pursuits, becoming ere his death one of that city’s most prominent and successful 
business men. His death occurred in Jackson in 1884. He was a consistent member of the 
Presbytsrian church, a quiet, unassuming man, giving liberally of his means without osten- 
tation, in support of all charitable and benevolent enterprises. His worthy wife still sur- 
vives him, and though now in her sixty-eighth year is well and active. To them were born 
thirteen children; those still surviving are: William S. Lemly, of Jackson, Miss.; Byron, a 
druggist at Jackson; Samuel C. is a druggist and leading citizen of Texarkana, Ark. ; 
Amanda C., now Mrs. George W. Terrell, resides at Loving Creek, Va.; Rosa P., of Jack- 
son, Miss.; Charles C. resides at Hot Springs, Ark., a druggist and ex-treasurer of Garland 
county, and Perry resides at Jackson. William Steele Lemly, the eldest of the five living 
children, was born in Salisbury, N. C., September 238, 1840, and is the third generation of 
his family born there. He came with his parents to Mississippi, being at that time but an 
infant. As before stated, his parents removed to Jackson in 1843, and there he spent his 
boyhood days, receiving his educational training in a private school, and in the meantime 
assisting his father in the store. Desiring to fully equip himself for a business life, he 
entered Crittenden’s commercial college at Philadelphia, in 1858, and after a thorough 
course there he became a graduate from that institution. Returniog to his home he resumed 
his duties in the store, which he continued to follow until the opening of the Civil war. In 
1862 he enlisted in company A, of the First Mississippi light artillery, under the command of 
Colonel Withers, but after a short time was appointed assistant on the staff of Adjt. J. 
L. Power. Thecompany was at once sent to Vicksburg, and in that city Mr. Lemly remained 
until its fall, doing, during the memorable siege, clerical and orderly duty for his adjutant. 
After surrendering at that place he was exchanged and sent to Mobile, where, for a period, 
he acted as adjutant of the regiment, Adjutant Power having in the meantime been 
appointed colonel. He remained at Mobile until the close of the war. 

Returning at once to Jackson he became a partner with his father in a mercantile busi- 
ness, the firm name being S. Lemly & Son, and so continued until his father’s death. After 
a year or so he was joined by his brother Percy, the firm name becoming W. S. Lemly & 
Brother. That they have been successful is shown by the large and constantly increasing 
business thai is being carried on. They are both honorable and successful men of business, 
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inheriting the sterling traits and methods of integrity by which their worthy father built up 
the house. In 1866 Mr. Lemly was united in marriage with MAss Sue J. Smith, of Marion, 
Ala., and their union resulted in the birth of five children: Bessie C., William S., Jr.; 
Frank B., Jeunie B., and Thomas Mitchell. In 1880 the death angel entered the happy 
home, and on July 12, the faithful wife and affectionate mother was called to a higher and 
better reward. Mr. Lemly is a member of the Presbyterian church of Jackson, in which he 
has been for a number of years an elder. He is particularly interested and active in Sabbath- 
school work, having been for the past number of years superintendent of this department of 
bis church, and under his efficient guidance and watchful care the growth of his school has 
been such as to excite admiration, and reflect upon him great credit. Socially he is member 
of the K. of P. and the K. of H. fraternities, and is of a pleasant, genial disposition. Perey 
Lemly, the junior member of the firm of W. S. Lemly & Brother, was born in Jackson, 
Miss., on April 8, 1860. Like his brother he received his educational training in a private 
school, and after becoming of sufficient age, assisted his father in the store, becoming after 
his father’s death a half owner in the establishment. He has lived in Jackson all his life. 
and his reputation as a man of business, as well as_ his private life, has been above reproach. 
In October, 1880, he married Miss Ida Stewart, an accomplished daughter of Col. James D. 
Stewart, whose sketch appears in this volume. This union has been blessed by three bright 
little daughters: Eilene Alice, Amanda and Edna Hough. Mr. Lemly and his estimable 
wife are both consistent and respected members of the Presbyterian church, in which he is 
a deacon. He is a member of the American Legion of Honor, and is treasurer of Jack- 
son lodge No. 798 of that order. The Messrs. Lemly are Christians in every sense the - 
word implies, and enjoy the respect and esteem of all. Two other members of the family also 
served in the Civil war. Byron enlisted in the Burt rifles, and later was placed in charge of 
the medical department of the hospital at Richmond, remaining there until the ciose of the 
war. Burton enlisted in the same company when but a lad of about fifteen years. He par- 
ticipated in the severe campaigns of his regiment, and from the result of overmarching con- 
tracted the fever from which he died in Richmond. 

William S. Lenoir, a planter of Monroe county, was born in Mississippi in 1842, a son 
of William T. and Mary E. (Blanchard) Lenoir. His parents were natives of South Caro- 
lina, who moved in early life to Mississippi, where they married, removing to Monroe 
county in 1845, and locating on the edge of the Monroe prairie, where their son, William S., 
now lives, the mother being a member of his family. The father died in 1860 at the old 
home of his father in south Mississippi, where he had gone to attend a family reunion. He 
was an extensive planter, having plantations in both Mississippi and Texas. He and his 
wife were, for many years, devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal church South. He 
was a whig politically, and an active worker for any cause that he espoused. He was a man 
of thorough education, and of admirable business qualifications. His father was Hope Hull 
Lenoir, a planter of southern Mississippi, who reared a family of seven sons and three 
daughters. Absalom Blanchard, the grandfather of our subject, was a native of South Caro- 
lina, but came to Mississippi at an early day, afterward going back to South Carolina. He 
came back a second time to Mississippi, where he lived out the balance of bis life, and died 
before the war. He was a self-educated man who started in life as a blacksmith, and later 
became a well-to-do planter. Mr. Lenoir’s mother was twice married ; first to Mr. Benson, 
who died while still a young man. Our subject was the second of four sous: Blanchard 
Gwyn died June, 1860; William S.; James L., planter of Monroe county, who served 
through the entire war in company B, of the Twentieth Mississippi regiment, and who was cap- 
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tured at Fort Donelson, kept a prisoner at Camp,Douglas, Chicago, for about one year, return- 
ing home in time to serve in the Georgia and Atlanta campaign; Wintield H. died in infancy. 
Mr. Lenoir was educated in the Tutwiler high school, in Greene county, Ala., but left before 
his course was completed to join the army, but soon became disabled to such an extent that 
his services were no longer accepted, though he afterward volunteered and fought at Tupelo. 
After the establishment of peace he turned his attention to planting, in which he has been 
more than successful, owning at this time over one thousand two hundred acres of land, all 
productive and yielding him each year from one hundred and fifty to two hundred bales of 
cotton, besides a large quantity of corn and hay, and it is worthy of note that he has lived 
on his home plantation since he was about three years of age. Besides his property here, 


he is a large landed proprietor in Texas. In August, 1868, he married Julia, a daughter of 


Sterling L. and Maria L. (Oliver) Paine, who were both consistent members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church South. Her father was a half brother of Bishop Robert Paine, and was 
born in Giles county, Tenn., educated at La Grange, and graduating in medicine at Phil- 
adelphia. He practiced successfully at Aberdeen, Corinth and Muldon, dying at the latter 
place in 1890, his wife having died in 1879. Mrs. Lenoir was born at Aberdeen, and she 
and her husband have five children living: Mamie B., William S., Julia P., Ruth and Ster- 
ling Paine Lenoir. They are both members of the Methodist Episcopal church South, with 
which four of the children are also identified. Mr. Lenoir has long been known as a suc- 
cessful planter, and his plantation is one of the finest in the county. He has always been 
noted for his industry and enterprise and is widely known as a man of more than average 
intelligence. He has always been a stanch democrat. His wife is popular, socially, and his 
children are bright and well educated. 

Truman W. Leonard, planter, Yeagers, Miss., the second in order of birth of four 
children, to Daniel and Merron (Kellogg) Leonard, owns his nativity to Herkimer county, 
N. Y., his birth occurring in 1816, and is now owner of a fine river plantation in Adams 
county. It is called Briers plantation, and is situated twenty-five miles below Natchez. 
Mr. Leonard is another of the many successful planters who is selfmade and who has 
accumulated his property by industry and economy, not by speculation. He started out for 
himself as a farm hand, and is now well known all over the county as a man of strict 
integrity, uprightness, and one whose character is above reproach. His father, Daniel 
L., was born in Taunton, Mass., 1791, and his mother in New York in 1795. They were 
married in the Empire state, and there resided until in the forties, when they removed to 
Ohio, where Mr. Leonard died on November 10, 1865, in Maumee city. His wife 
died in Homer, Ill., on January 26, 1878. Both were Presbyterians. Mr. Leonard was 
a carpenter in good circumstances, and was one of several sons, one of whom, Elijah, 
afterward removed to Canada, and his son Elijah was a member of the Canadian parliament. 
The other children were: Betsey R., Solomon, Samuel, Thomas, Joshua, Benona, 
Nathaniel, Daniel and Sallie. .The father of the above named children, Samuel Leonard, 
was probably born in Massachusetts where he reared his family, and where he was a 
wealthy iron manufacturer. He made the first spade in America. His last years were 
spent in Herkimer county, N. Y., where his death occurred, in 1824. His father was an 
Englishman. The maternal grandfather of Truman W. Leonard was Martin Kellogg, born 
in Hartford, Conn., married there Miss Lucy Seymour, and moved from there to Herkimer 
county, N. Y., at an early day. There both received their final summons. Both were 
members of the Presbyterian church. He was a rich farmer and was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary war, being present at the capture of General Burgoyne. He reared a large 
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family of children and died in 1840. @ruman W. Leonard, subject of this sketch, was the 
second of four children—two sons and two daughters. The son died before Truman was born 
and one sister, Harriet E., is the widow of Hartley Holmes, and resides in Homer, Ill. The 
other sister, Amanda O., resides in Louisville, Ky., and is the widow of Stephenson Waters. 
Truman W. Leonard was educated at Winfield, N. Y., and in 1839 came to Adams county, 
Miss., with an uncle, George W. Kellogg, who had previously settled near Valestine. 
There the latter received his final summons, in 1840. He was a planter. Truman W. 
remained in Adams county until 1848, then resided in Louisiana until 1851 engaged in 
overseeing, and then in Arkansas, where he followed the same business for some time. He 
again returned to Louisiana, resided in Concordia parish until 1855, and then returned to 
Adams county, where he was overseer for two years. Subsequently he was agent for D. D. 
Withers one year in Wilkinson county, and then returned to Louisiana, where he was overseer 
for the same length of time. From there he went to Maumee City, Ohio, and engaged with 
a cousin in the flourmill business, continuing at this until December, 1865, when he once 
more returned to Adams county. He there purchased his present plantation, consisting 
of fourteen hundred acres with abont seven hundred acres under cultivation, and he 
some years raises six hundred bales of cotton. He was married in 1852, to Mrs. Jennie, 
daughter of William and Sallie Stevenson, both natives of York state, the father born 
in Saratoga county, in 1808, and the mother in Onondaga county, in 1814. Mr. Stevenson 
died in Cortland, N. Y., in 1890. His widow is still living and is a member of the 
Methodist church. Mr. Stevenson was a farmer. His father, Peter Stevenson, was born in 
Glasgow, Scotland, and when nineteen years of age joined the English army. serving 
under General Burgoyne until his surrender, when he joined the colonial army. After the war 
he married and spent the rest of his life in Saratoga county, N. Y., engaged in farming. 
Mrs. Leonard’s maternal grandfather, was Joshua Leonard, a son of the Samuel Leonard 
mentioned above. Mrs. Leonard was first married to Cory Briggs who was born and 
received his Jast summons in Chenango county, N. Y., where he had tilled soil. Mr. Leonard 
is a member of Harmony lodge No. 1, A. F. & A. M., and of the chapter, Natchez No. 1. 
Mrs. Leonard is a Methodist, and an interesting and accomplished lady. 

Dr. Robert Thompson Lessley, of Wilkinson county, isa native of Abbeville district, on 
the waters of Long Cane creek, S. C., born in 1810, and was the youngest of a family of 
four children born to James and Jane (Thompson) Lessley, natives of South Carolina and 
Ireland, respectively. Jane, the mother came from Ireland, when she was but a child, with 
an older sister, who had married William Norris, and settled in South Carolina. Here the 
mother attended the university and was married to Mr. Lessley. She died in the year 1847, 
a worthy member of the Presbyterian church. The father was the son of Hugh Lessley, a 
native of Scotland, who came to South Carolina, where he was married and reared a family 
of four sons, of whom the father of Dr. Lessley was the second. Hugh, the eldest of the 
sons, moved to Illinois, where he reared his family, and has two sons living near Sparta, of 
that state. William, the third son, settled in South Carolina, where he reared his family 
and was a useful and respected citizen. Alexander died at middle age. James, the father 
of the Doctor, was a wealthy and successful planter, and died a few years after his wife. By 
this union were born four sons and two daughters, all of whom lived to be grown. Matthew 
settled near Natchez, Adams county, Miss., in about 1815, and died in 1854; he had two 
children, both of whom are deceased. James was reared in South Carolina, and eame to 
Mississippi, and settted for a tims in Woodville. Later he moved to the Homochitto river, 
in this county, where he died of malarial fever in 1842. Samuel was a graduate of the Cin- 
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cinnati medical college of Cincinnati, Ohio. After his graduation he came to Wilkinson county, 
where he practiced his profession, until his death in about 1838. He left a wife and one 
son, Samuel, who was killed in battle during the Jate war, while serving the Confederacy. 
Anna E. married William Weid, in South Carolina, and came to this state and resided in 
Wilkinson county, where she died in 1873, leaving several children. Jane married Peter 
Keller, in Woodville, and they settled in Pennsylvania, on Red river, but soon after moving 
there she died, leaving two children. Dr. Robert T., the subject, was educated in the com- 
mon schools, and at the age of eight years, after his father’s death,was bound out until fifteen 
years of age, and attended school about one-half of the time. At the close of this term he 
lived with his older brother, James, and continued to go to school. In 1829 he came to 
Mississippi and lived with bis brother, and continued to go to school for a few years, at what 
was known as the Kingston school. In 1831 he came to Wilkinson county and read 
medicine with his brother Samuel, two years, when he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he 
graduated at the Cincinnati medical college in 1834.  Returniag to Wilkiuson county, he 
began the practice of his profession, and has continued until the present time. He first 
located near Percy’s creek, but came to this location in 1850, where he had purchased a sec- 
tion of land upon which small improvements bad been made by a Mr. Foster, who, many 
years before, had taken the claim from the Spanish guvernment. The Doctor since that time 
has purchased several other tracts, one of which was entered by Capt. Peter Smith from the 
Spanish government. At onetime the Doctor had about six thousand acres, with one thou- 
sand five hundred acres under cultivation. He was married to Maria L. Davis, daughter of 
Micajah Davis, one of this county’s early settlers, a native of Virginia, who came to Missis- 
sippi and settled near Pinckneyville, and had a family of five children. His wife was Lucy 
Bell, who was one of the early settlers of Pinckneyville, and was reared and married in this 
county. Their children are as follows: William B. Davis, Elizabeth (who married James 
Wing), James M., Mariah (wife of Dr. Lessley) and Robert. All of these children are 
deceased. Mrs. Lessley was reared and educated in Wilkinson county, and by ber marriage 
with Dr. Lessley were born two sons: James M. and Robert EK. The latter died in 1868, 
during the late war. He had been attending school in New Orleans at the medical college, 
but when the war broke out, came home and joined Nuterville cavalry, going with the com- 
pany to Baton Rouge, La., where he took sick and was sent home, where he soon afterward 
died at the age of eighteen years. He was educated at Centenary college, Jackson, La., and 
was a bright and diligent student and a young man of high promise, well up in his classes 
and had just entered the medical college when the clash of war resounded. James M., the 
eldest of the sons, was born in 1842, and educated at Centenary college, where he was when 
when the war broke out. He at once came home and enlisted in the Confederate service, in 
Capt. J. H. Jones’ company, One hundred and thirty-eighth regiment, and served about one 
year when he was furnished with a substitute, owing to failing health, and was compelled to quit 
the service. He took the measles and when he was able to get around, forty-eight of his 
company had died of the same disease. He was united in marriage in 1863, to Mary L. 
Inman, who died in 1884. She was the daughter of Alexander Inman of this county. By 
this union were born seven children: Susie, Julia, Robert, Eva Belle, Charles, Mary and 
Eliza J. His wife dying, he married Iola Row, daughter of Benjamin Row, of this county. 
They live near the home place, where he is engaged in planting. He isa member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. The Doctor was married the second time to Harriet Barnhart, 
a native of Pennsylvania, near Reading, the daughter of Adam Barnhart, a native of Peun- 
sylvania. By this union the following children were born: Harriet L., Anna E., Eliza J. 
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and Catharine E. Harriet is the wife of P. D. Dooly, and resides in Adams county. Anna 
is the wife of P. J. Stricker, and lives in Louisiana. Eliza J. isthe wife of C. M. Stricker, 
and lives in Fort Adams. Catharine E. is the wife of G. B. Row, and lives in this county. 
The Doctor and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, of which he has been 
steward for over thirty years, and many times superintendant of the Sunday school. He is 
very active in church work. The Doctor in early life was a stanch whig, and when that 
- party was dissolved he became a democrat. The county has no better citizen. 

A progressive and prominent attorney of Yalobusha county was Capt. George H. Lester, 
Coffeeville, Miss., born in Newberry county, S. C., September 16, 1834. His parents, James 
D. and Catherine (Jones) Lester, were natives of South Carolina and Liverpool, Eng., respect- 
ively. The mother was of Welsh descent, and was brought to America in her childhood. 
In 1836 they came to Mississippi and settled near Oakland, Yalobusha county. Mr. Lester 
purchased a small tract of land there, and by wise management and judicious investment of 
his means he accumulated considerable property. He served in one of the Indian wars and 
participated in the battle of the Horseshoe. He took no special interest in the political 
movements of his time, excepting to cast his vote, which right he esteemed a duty. He was 
a worthy member of the Baptist church, and a man of high standing in the community. He 
died in October, 1864. His wife died some years after; she was a member of the same 
church. To them were born nine children, two of whom survive: George H., is the elder, 
and Wesley J., the younger of those living; those deceased are Jane, James D., Anno, Will- 
iam B., Samson L. and Reuben. In 1854 Captain Lester entered the University of Mis- 
sissippi, and was graduated from this institution in 1856. He taught one term of school of 
five months near his home, and then entered the law department of the University of Missis- 
sippi, and was graduated in 1860. In 1561, when there was a call for men to go to the 
defense of the country, he enlisted in the Twenty-second Mississippi voluateer infanivy, 
company K. In 1863 he was made captain of his company, and served until the close of 
the war. This company was organized by his brother, and did gallant and faithful service in 
the conflict. After the close of the war Captain Lester entered upon the practice of his 
profession in Coffeeville. In 1866 he was elected to the legislature of the state of Missis- 
sippi, and in 1890 he was a delegate to the constitutional convention. He takes an active 
interest in the political world, and is fully abreast of the times on all questions of national 
importance. Captain Lester was united in marriage to Miss Victoria C. Baker, a daughter 
of James and Lavinia (Donnell) Baker, natives of Tennessee, and early settlers of this 
county. Mrs. Lester was born in Yalobusha county, Miss. To her have been born four 
children: Mary Belle, Katie L., George, H., Jr., and William B. The mother is a member 
of the Presbyterian church. The Captain belongs to Knights of Honor, Stonewall lodge 
No. 1366. 

George R. Lester, of the firm of Lester Brothers of Lula, Miss., was born in Panola 
county, Miss., September 18, 1851, his brother, P. V. Lester, the senior member of 
the firm being also born there on the 4th of November, IS4l. They are the sons of Simpson 
and Mary M. (Bedenbaugh) Lester, natives of South Carolina, and came to Mississippi in 
1840 the father’s death occurring in this state in 1888. In Panola county George R. and 
P. V. Lester were reared and educated, finishing their education at Lexington, Ky. In 1861 
P. V. Lester enlisted in the Confederate army, serving in Col. K. Balentine’s regiment, and 
took part in the battles of Franklin, Atlanta and several engagements in Mississippi. He 
was wounded at the battle of Manassas and was discharged from the infantry, only to join 
the cavalry upon hisiecovery. He was captured at Selma, Ala., and at the time of tbe sur- 
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render was a prisoner there. He has been a perchant the greater part of his life, and during 
1884-5 was sheriff of Panola county. The firm of Lester Brothers was organized in 1886, 
but in addition to this business they have been engaged in planting for the last three years 
and are now the owners of eleven hundred acres of land, three hundred and fifty acres being 
under cultivation. They are equal partners in all their enterprises and in their mercantile 
establishment carry a stock of goods worth $11,000, and do an annual buisness of $25,0C0. 
Kach began to make his own way in the world upon attaining his majority and their entire 
present possessions have been self acquired. George R. was married in 1874 to Miss Wren- 
nie Wilson, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of James R. Wilson, a native of Georgia. 
Four years after their marriage his wife died, leaving him with one child: Daisy Clyde, who 
resides with her father. Owing to the war the school days of P. V. Lester were cut short, 
but he has since acquired a practical knowledge of affairs by contact with the business 
affairs of life, and he and his brother are thoroughgoing, practical and experienced business 
men. They have spent their lives in Mississippi, are deeply attached to the state of their 
nativity and contribute Jiberally of their means in the support of worthy causes and are 
looked up to and esteemed by the public at large. George R. Lester is a member of the K. 
of H., and for five years served in the capacity of deputy sheriff of Panola county. 

F. kK. Lewellen, M. D., Corrona, occupies an important position in professional ‘circles 
of Lee county, and is also a leading planter and merchant. He isa native of Tippah 
county, Miss., born in 1850, and is ason of William and Sarah (Fryar) Lewellen, natives of 
Tennessee, and early settlers of Tippah county. Three brothers, descendants of the Prince 
Llewellyn, emigrated from Wales to the United States. One of them settled in North Car- 
olina (the grandfather of Dr. Lewellen), the other one located in Pennsylvania, and the third 
in Virginia. All of them reared large families. Oncoming to Mississippi William Lew- 
ellen engaged in farming. Jn 1855 he met with a violent death, being killed by a log fall- 
ing upon him at a house-raising, He wasa man of good education, and was a member of 
the Presbyterian church. In his earlier days he taught school, but his latter years were 
devoted to agriculture. His wife died in 1876. She was also a member of the Presbyterian 
church. She was of Irish ancestry. They were the parents of eleven children, nine of 
whom lived to maturity, and eight of whom still survive. The Doctor is next to the 
youngest. He was reared in Tippah county, acquiring his literary education in the common 
schools. In 1875 he began the study of medicine in Prentiss connty, Miss. When he was 
ready to attend lectures he went.to Louisville, Ky., and attended the course provided by the 
medical college at that place. He afterward located at Baldwyn, Lee county, and there 
began the practice of his profession. He remained there four years, and at the end of that 
period he came to Corrona, where be has siuce resided. - He has been more than ordinarily 
successful in his professional labors, and has won a good patronage. In 1887 he determined 
to invest some of his means in mercantile business, and opened astock of dry goods at Cor- 
rona. Soon after he was appointed postmaster at this place, and has discharged the duties 
of the office with a promptness that has won him high favor among the patrons of the office. 
He is doing a thriving business in general merchandising, and superintends one of the most 
extensive plantations in the county. He has a ginand sawmill on this place, which he oper- 
ates. Dr. Lewellen was married to Miss Sally C. MeGee, a Mississippian by birth, and a 
daughter of Jesse McGee, deceased. Mrs. Lewellen’s father was a native of Anderson 
district, S. C., and was a prominent planter there. He came to Prentiss county, where he 
had some planting interests, and also carried on an extensive mercantile business. He 
died in 1889, and his wife passed away in 1863. Mrs. Lewellen is the youngest of a family 
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of six children, four of whom are living. Dr. Lewellen and wife have had born to them 
four children: Howard McGee and Vera Ethel (Jesse and Birdie are deceased.) Politically 
our subject adheres to the principles of the democratic party, although he takes no part in 
the movements of the party, beyond the exercise of his right of suffrage. He is well posted 
on all the leading topics of the day, and is deeply interested iv the progress and growth of 
his county. He occupies a beautiful home, which is presided over by his accomplished 
wife, where he is surrounded with all the comforts of life, and enjoys the associations of a 
happy, well-ordered household. 

A. J. Lewis is a progressive merchant, who has, by forethought, prudence and energy 
built up a large patronage and acquired a handsome fortune. He was born in Hinds county, 
Miss., March 14, 1842, the eldest child born to James J. and Eliza (Bowen) Lewis, the for- 
mer of whom came from near Hickman, Ky., the latter being a native of Mississippi. 
James J. Lewis was also a merchant, and came to this state about 1830, settling at Auburn, 
where he died in 1802. The advantages which A. J. Lewis received in his youth were 
not of the best, for he only attended the common schools until he was about fifteen 
years of age. He then went to Bloomfield, Mo., where he secured a clerkship with an 
uncle, who was holding the position of county elerk, and with him remained for three 
years. He then came south and enlisted as a private in the Confederate army, being a 
member of Captain Mellon’s company of the Third Mississippi regiment. At the close of 
hostilities he returned home and settled at Edwards, where he soon engaged in general 
merchandising. His brother-in-law, Mr. Harrison, was with him in the capacity of clerk 
for about four years, then became a partner in the business. Their connection lasted 
harmoniously, and was attended with good success until the death of Mr. Harrison in 
1878, after which Mr. Lewis was associated with his sister until her demise in 1889. Mr. 
Lewis then bought out the heirs and has conducted affairs on his own responsibility ever 
since, aud it can with truth be said that there is not a more successful business man, or one 
that more thoroughly understands every detail of his work than does Mr. Lewis. He started 
on his mercantile career with a very limited capital, but has succeeded far beyond his most 
sanguine expectations, and is now worth about $300,000, all of which he has the satisfaction 
of knowing is the result of honest and persistent endeavor. As he was not the owner of 
$5 at the close of the war, this is an excellent illustration of what can be accomplished 
when one is determined to make the most of the talents and opportunities given him. In 
the acquirement of his handsome fortune Mr. Lewis is conscious of never having wronged a 
soul, and for this reason he thoroughly enjoys his wealth and the good that can be accom- 
plished with it. Hecarries a stock of goods worth $20,000, and his annual sales reach up 
into the hundreds of thousands. He owns between five and six fhousand acres of land, about 
one-third of which is tillable, and in addition to looking after this and his mercantile estab- 
lishment, he also conducts a general banking business in the same building in which his 
store islocated. He is very free and generous in theuse of his wealth, and gives liberally to all 
deserving enterprises. He is of a rather retiring disposition, and in the transaction of his 
extensive enterprises he is quiet and unassuming. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., 
the K. of H., and the K. of P. He was married in September, 1871, to Miss Freeze, a 
daughter of John Freeze, of Jackson, and by her is the father of five cbildren: Olive E., 
Minnie G., Paulina, Av J., Jr., and Marie. The family are members of the Presbyterian 
church. 

Clarke Lewis, of Cliftonville, Miss., was born in Madison county, Ala., November 8, 
1840, and three years later was brought by his widowed mother to Noxubee county, Miss., 
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where he has since resided. He was early initiated into the duties of farm life and attended 
the country school until sixteen years of age, when he entered Somerville institute and took a 
partial course. He subsequently taught school and early in the year 1861 entered the Confed- 
erate army and served as a private until the cessation of hostilities. In May, 1865, he resumed 
teaching, continuing this work one year, and then clerked in a store during the year 1866, 
after which he engaged in merchandising and farming on his own account. He followed 
these occupations for thirteen years, and since 1879 he has been exclusively engaged in 
farming. In 1877 he was elected to the state legislature, and served one term; in 1S84 he 
was a candidate for the democratic nomination for congress, but was defeated by the frac- 
tion of a vote; later he was elected to the Fifty-first congress as a democrat, receiving twelve 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, against two thousand three hundred and ninety-six 
votes for M. K. Mister, the republican candidate. He is essentially a man of the people, 
and is thoroughly in sympathy with all that relates to the farmer and his interests. 

B. B. Lewis, Waterhole, Marion county, Miss. Lemuel Lewis, deceased, was born in the 
year 1804, and was reared in Robinson county, N. ©. At the age of fourteen years he came 
to Marion county, Miss., accompanied by his brothers, Martin, Quinnea and James. They 
were the sons of Benjamin and Celia (Martin) Lewis. The father was left an orphan at an 
early age, and during his youth met with many hardships and trials. He was a soldier in 
the Revolutionary war under General Greene, and did gallant service. After his marriage 
he lived in North Carolina, where he was residing at the time of his death. Lemuel Lewis 
was one of a family of six children: Martin, Quinnea, James, Lemuel, Bryant and Rarety, 
who married Needham Barfield, and after his death became the wife of Cessum Dunn. 
James Lewis left one son and one daughter; Quinnea died in 1878, leaving a posterity of 
one hundred and fifty souls; two of his sons and four grandsons are ministers in the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and belong to the Mississippi conference. Martin also left a large family. 
The first occupation in which Lemuel Lewis engaged was teaching school, and was one of the 
first educators on the west side of the Pearl river, in Marion county. He afterward engaged 
in farming, and became prominent in local politics. He was a member of the board of police 
eight years, and in 1843 he was elected probate judge, holding this office without interrup- 
tion for twenty-two years. He was married in 1826 to Miss Pollie Williams, a daughter of 
Giles Williams, of Robinson county, N. C. In 1832 he returned to Mississippi, and here 
passed the remainder of his days. He was an active, earnest Christian, and a worthy mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church South. He and his wife reared a family of thirteen 
children: Celia married Joseph Smith, and after his death she was married a second time, 
being united to Hugh McLeod, of Covington county; Sarah, Martha, Giles W., Christian B., 
Susan, Margaret, Benjamin B., Alexander B., John T., Rosa, Joseph W. and Malinda. 
All of the children grew to mature years, and ten of them are still living. Benjamin B. and 
Alexander B served in the late Civil war. Benjamin B. enlisted in September, 1861, in 
company I’, Seventh Mississippi volunteer infantry, and served faithfully and gallantly until 
the close of the conflict; he received a wound at Chickamauga, but was not disabled by it. 
When the war was over he came home, and married Miss Margaret Sumrall, and of the union 
six children have been born. 

Frank H. Lewis, sheriff and tax-collector of Jackson county, Miss., is a native of the 
county, having been born March 11, 1865. He is ason of Alfred BE. and Ann R. (Farring- 
ton) Lewis, natives of Mississippi. The paternal grandfather removed from Virginia to 
Jackson county, Miss., at an early day, and was among the first settlers, while the maternal 
grandfather was a citizen of Massachusetts, from which state he removed to Mississippi in 
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1818, and was sheriff of Simpson county several years. Alfred E. Lewis was a farmer and 
stockraiser by occupation. or fourteeneyears he was sheriff of Jackson county, and was a 
prominent man, both in agricultural and political circles. He died in 1885, but his widow 
still survives. They have four children living: Mrs. P. H. Orrell, Mrs. Kate Staples, 
Frank H., the subject of this notice, and Alfred E. Frank H. received his literary educa- 
tion in the common schools of Bay St. Louis, Miss., and took a course in the law depart- 
ment of the University of Mississippi. He did not take up the practice of law, however, but 
entered the office of Emile De Smet, a large lumber dealer, as assistant cashier and general 
clerk. He remained in this position for three years, and was then appointed deputy clerk 
of Jackson county. He was elected to the office of sheriff in 1887, and reélected in 1889 
and 1891. He isa young official, but has displayed an aptitude for this work which has 
been recognized by the people of the county, and they have shown their appreciation and 
served their own best interests by keeping Mr. Lewis in the sheriff’s office. He was but 
twenty-two years of age when this honor was first conferred upon him, and he is probably 
the youngest man in the state holding a like official position. He was married in 1887 to 
Miss Gertrude Bragg, and two children have been born to them, Lucile and Walter W. He 
is a member of the Catholic church, while Mrs. Lewis belongs to the Presbyterian church. 
Mr. Lewis owns a fine fruit farm, the principal crop being peaches and pears; also, a pecan 
grove of thirty-five acres, which is a valuable investment. He is owner and proprietor of the 
Seranton waterworks, an] owns a considerable amount of real estate in Scranton. He is a 
man of great enterprise, and a citizen whose influence is felt in all movements that are cal- 
culated to benefit the public. 

Col. John S. Lewis (deceased) one of Wilkinson county’s most worthy citizens, as well 
as one of its earliest settlers, is worthy of extended notice in this work. He was so well and 
favorably known, and his high character was so strongly appreciated, that his name should 
be written high on the roll of fame. He was a native of Virginia, born February 25, 1780, 
and died February 29, 1848, and was of a family of nine sons and three danghters. When 
but achild his parents emigrated to Kentucky and located in what is now Hardin county, 
where they engaged in the growing of tobacco, which «special occupation they had success- 
fully followed in Virginia. John S. was principally educated at home by his father, who 
was a highly-cultured gentleman of the old school, and had followed teaching to some extent. 
The father took special pains in educating his children and preparing them for active and 
useful lives. He was himself one of a large family, having been the eldest of nine sons and 
one daughter, and was a native of Virginia, but came finally to Kentucky, where he lived 
until his death, well advanced in years and honors. He was very highly respected, and of 
a noble and generous character. He marrieda Miss South, also of Virginia, who was a lady 
of unusual refinement and education. She lived the allotted time, three-score years and ten, 
and was a noble woman, full of good deeds and purposes. John S., at the age of fourteen 
years, commenced flatboating down the river to New Orleans for his fatber, carrying tobacco, 
provisions, etc., and each time having to make his way back overland, following the Indian 


and Natchez trails to his home in Kentucky. Thus he must have traversed what is now 


- Wilkinson county before 1800. He was quite prominently connected with the early history 
of this county and with the Indian troubles. He distinguished himself to such a degree as 
to receive the title of colonel by general consent. Some few years after 1800 he came to 
Woodville, and is credited in Claiborne’s history as having built the second house in the 
place. Here he engaged in merchandising for a great many years, and became quite well 
to do. He invested quite heavily in the West Feliciana railroad and the Planters’ bank, of 
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Woodville. After retiring from his mercantile pursuits he devoted his time to his planta- 
tion near Woodyille, and there he spent the femainder of his days.. He was an ardent sup- 
porter of the whig party, and kept himself thoroughly posted on the topics of the day. He 
was first married to a widow Bruce (nee Thomas). To Mr. and Mrs. Lewis was born one 
daughter, Sarah Ann, who died at the age of twelve years. Some years after the death of 
Mrs. Lewis the Colonel married Eunice W. Higgins, who still survives him. She was born 
in Maine, November 11, 1812, and was the daughter of Theopilus and Sarah (Hodg- 
kins) Higgins, both of whom were natives of Maine. Mrs. Lewis was the fifth child 
of a family of nine, all of whom lived to be grown. When a girl of thirteen sum- 
mers she went to New Hampshire and lived with her uncle for three years. She then 
entered the Wilbraham academy, near Boston, Mass., where she graduated in 1534, stand- 
ing high in her classes. Soon after her graduation she came South with friends, and 
lived near Jackson, La., with the family of Mr. Thomas, where she was married to Mr. 
Lewis, in 1836. By this union were born seven children—four sons and three daughters 
—five of whom lived to be grown, and three of whom are yet living: John S., Anna 
S., William H. H., Fletcher D. and Edward H., all of whom live in this county. The 
other two died in infancy. Anna S. was educated at Dr. McCallay’s academy in New 
Orleans, from which institution she graduated. She was a highly accomplished lady, 
and was married to John H. Lewis, by whom two children were born, one of whom died 
in childhood, and the other, Anna S8., survives her mother, who died in New Orleans. 
William H. H. was born June 28, 1842, and while being educated at Centenary college, 
Mississippi, and in the sophomore class, he entered the Confederate army, joining the 
Sixteenth Mississippi regiment as orderly sergeant, and soon after was promoted to first 
lieutenant for daring and brilliant service, and was finally killed in 1864 at Gaines’ 
farm. In the army he was conspicuous for his daring and his military genius, and as a stu- 
dent, before the war, stood at the head of his classes. He would anguestionably have grad- 
uated with first honors had he remained at school. He was very highly respected by the 
faculty and the students. John S. is the editor and publisher of the Republican, a newsy 
and able local journal. : 
Mr. Lewis was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which he took a very 
active part, was class leader and steward, and was also a very liberal supporter of the 
church. Mrs. Lewis was a teacher in the first Sabbath-school ever organized in Woodville, 
in which she took very active part for many years. She is a highly cultured and respected 
lady, and, notwithstanding her age, is well preserved and in full possession of her facultiés. 
She is still a teacher of the Sunday-school. Fletcher D. was born in Woodville, Miss., 
where he was reared, and while being educated at Centenary college, La., and in the fresh- 
man Class, the first company for the war was organized at Woodville, known as the Wilkin- 
son rifles. He had his brother, William H. H., come home at once and join them, and went 
into the company a short time afterward at Corinth, Miss., and four weeks later was ordered to 
Virginia, where they arrived several days after the first battle of Manassas. They belonged 
to Trimble’s brigade under Jackson, and after the tight around Richmond were consolidated 
into the Mississippi brigade under General Featherston. Their company was first in 
Trimble’s brigade, then Posey’s, then Featherston’s, and then N. Harris’. Fletcher D. 
remained with the regiment and participated in all the battles fought by it until the siege 
of Petersburg, Va., when he was wounded in the leg by a minieball near the last of 
October, 1864, from which he suffered greatly until after the surrender. He was a brave 
soldier, always at his post in front and ready for fight. After the war he returned to Wilkin- 
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son county, and was married to Mary E. Harris, daughter of Rey. H. J. and Nancy Harris, 
natives of Mississippi. Mr. Harris is now focated at Hattiesburg, Miss., and is a local 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal church and editor of a newspaper published at that 
place. To him and wife were born a family of nine children. Mrs. Lewis, the fourth 
child, was born and reared in this state. To Mr. and Mrs. Lewis were born five children, 
one of whom is deceased: William H. H. (a graduate of medicine from Tulane university), 
Fletcher D. (a bright little boy, loved by everybody, died, aged eleven years), J. South 
(deputy sheriff of Wilkinson county), Nannie E. (at home, an estimable and beautiful young 
lady, a graduate of the Wesleyan institute of Virginia), Littleton (now at the West Point 
military academy, N. Y., where he is the youngest student in the academy), Sidney M. 
(the youngest child at home). Mr. Lewis was elected sheriff of Wilkinson county in 1885, 
which office he still holds to the entire satisfaction of the people. He takes no special part 
in politics more than to express the right of suffrage and to keep himself posted. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewis are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and are very highly respected. 
Mr. Lewis is engaged in planting, ginning, etc. He has a large steamgin in Woodville, and 
has a fine home three miles in the country on his plantation. 

The J. T. Liddle Lumber company is one of the principal enterprises of Harrison county, 
Miss. J. T. Liddle, the senior member, has been identified with the commercial interests of 
Handsboro since 1848. He was born in Onondaga county, N. Y., in 1820, and received 
a common school education. In connection with the agricultural pursuits which he followed 
he engaged in teaching district school winters unti] 1845. He was then employed as a clerk 
in a flouring mill in Lockport, N. Y., where. he remained three years, familiarizing himself 
with many of the details of that business. In 1845 he married Miss H. A. McNeal, a native 
of Niagara county, N. Y. In 1848, by the advice of M. B. Hand, who had preceded him 
one year, he came South, thinking it would improve his wife’s health. On arriving in Har- 
rison county be secured employment ia a sawmill, and in 1850 established himself in an inde- 
pendent mill business. In 1853, retiring from the mill business, he was elected sheriff of 
Harrison county. He held the office two years, and in 1857 was elected treasurer of the 
county, holding this position until 1864. He was at the same time in the employ of L. J. 
Burr, a merchant of the place, whose death occurred in 1861. At the same time Mr. Liddle 
and Mr. Seaman purchased the business and became Mr. Burr’s successors. The tirm was 
known as Liddle & Seaman, and existed until the beginning of the Civil war. During the 
war Mr. Liddle was engaged in the manufacture of salt from the gulf water, which was then 
a profitable industry. After the war was ended he again, with Mr. Seaman, under the firm 
name of Liddle & Seaman, opened a mercantile house, and erected a sawmill, which they 
conducted in connection with the store. This firm name and business were continued until 
1875. Mr. Seaman then retiring, the business was continued by Mr. Liddle until 1889, 
when the J. T. Liddle Lumber company was formed. A large and profitable business is tran- 
sacted by this concern. The company owns about three thousand acres of pine lands. Mr. 
Liddle has a family of five children. Of these, his sons, C. M. and W. R., are associated 
with him in business; Mrs. H. E. Flournoy is a resident of Meridian, Miss.; and two other 
daughters are Mrs. HK. Everitt and Mrs. R. Salmen, respectively. Mr. Liddle’s parents both 
died in Orleans county, N. Y. His father was Adam Liddle, and he married Malinda Crap- 
sey ; they reared a family of seven children, five of whom survive: J. T., the subject of this 
sketch ; Mrs. Adaline Hartridge, of Saratoga county, N. Y.; Adam P., Moses G., and Mrs. 
Alzira Richtmeyer. The father was a soldier in the War of 1812. The great-grandfather, 
John Liddle, was a native of Scotland, and be married a Dutch woman. He was a soldier 
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in the Revolutionary war. The maternal grandfather, Jacob Crapsey, was a German and a 
Baptist minister ; the grandmother was a native of Wales. 

Heaory Lienbard has been a couspicuous character in the history of Harrison county, 
Miss., since [SoS, at which time his residence there began. He was born in Switzerland, 
August 3, 1833. He received but a limited education as his parents were poor. He 
remained at home, aiding in the support of the family, until he was twenty-one years of 
age, and then sailed away to America. fle landed at New Orleans, and then proceeded to 
Biloxi, Miss., where he bad a brother living. He lived there, employed as a laborer, until 
1858, and in that year came to Harrison county. At the breaking out of the Civil war he 
was operating a gristmill, and so was exempt from military duty. He has been more than 
ordinarily suecessful in his undertakings, and has accumulated a considerable amount of 
money. He now owns a large planing and sawmill and a steam brick-machiue, with both 
a lumber and brick steam dryer. He also owns three schoouers which are nsed in shipping 
his lumber across the Gulf, his market being in Cuba, Mexico and Key West. He began 
life with no capital, and it has been through ‘perseverance and the closest application to duty 
that he has built up so thriving a business. He has met with some adversities, the greatest 
being the loss of two vessels on the Gulf with the entire crews, not a man being left to tell 
the story. He employs over a hundred men. The mills are located on the Bayou Bernard 
so that vessels run up to the mills, and loading is easily accomplished. He is also engaged 
in merchandising. In April, 1889, his mill was burned and he had no insurance on it. 
They have both been rebuilt and are now in full operation. Mr. Lienbard was married in 
1857 to Miss Henrietta Islieb, a native of Nordhausen, Prussia. They have two children 
living—Mollie and Emma. They are meinbers of the Presbyterian church, of which he is 
an elder. In addition to his milling interests Mr. Lienhard owns four miles of logging 
railroad with an engine and cars. The Guli Coast college, Ilaudsboie, Miss., is also 
indebted to Mr. Lienhard for its present existence. The institution was first owned by a 
few citizens who finally considered it dead stock and offered to sell it. Myr. Lienhard pur- 
chased the entire property, which has a fine location and excellent improvements. 

B. T. Ligon was born in Pike county, Miss., on December 9, 1839, being the sixth of 
ten children born to the marriage of W. B. Ligon and Eliza Lawn, the former of whom was 
born in the Old Dominion. He was a captain in the War of 1512, but afterward followed 
the callings of a merchant and farmer, and came to Mississippi ia 1818, with a commission 
from President Madison as a surveyor, and went to Natchez. Here hethrew up his commis- 
sion and began merchandising at Covington, La., which be continued until 1821, when he 
returned to Mississippi, and for a short time resided in the sonthern part of the state. In 
1824 he went to the Lone Star state to settle a colony at Galveston, and he and seven or 
eight others issued a manifesto declaring Texas independeut, but were driven out by Santa 
Anna. He came back to Mississippi in 1S20, and began merchandising at China Grove, in 
Pike county, continuing until 1839, when he farmed until his death, July 4, 1863. Don 
Carlos Barrett, one of Texas greatest men, was the grandfather of Mr. Ligon’s wife. B. T. 
Ligon attended the common schools up to seventeen years of age, then went to clerking for 
Allen & Ligon, and E. & S. Virden, at which calling he successfully continued until the 
opening of the war. In February, 1861, he joined company A, Tenth Mississippi infantry, 
and during the first vear he saw service at Pensacola. At the end of this time he entered 
the First Mississippi light artillery, company A, under Captain Ridley, aud was an active 
participant in many battles until the capture of Vicksburg. He was paroled at this place 
and afterward served in the Mississippi department, being mustered out of the service at the 
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close of the war as sergeant. After clerking in Jackson, Miss., until 1869, he farmed for 
one year, and in 1871 opened a mercantile establishment in Jackson, in partnership with 
William Allen, the style ofthe firm being William H. Allen & Co., afterward B.T. andC. A. 
Ligon, and until they closed out they did the largest business in the city. After retiring 
from merchandising in 1876, B. T. Ligon moved to his plantation of nine hundred acres in 
Hinds county, where he has since made his home. He has one hundred and twenty-five 
acres under cultivation, and two hundred acres in meadow land, but for some time has 
given up the cultivation of cotton, his attention being devoted tothe raising of other products. 
He is energetic, and has a beautiful and comfortable home, in which he and his estimable 
wife dispense hospitality with liberal hands. He was married in 1869 to Miss S. Cornelia 
Barrett, a native of Hinds county, by whom he has five daughters and three sons: Mary, 
Engenie C., Allen, Buxton, Kate, Sallie Cornelia, Minnie Lucile, and Pinckney. Mrs. 
Ligon is a graduate of the Central emale institute, and her daughter Eugenie graduated 
from the same on June 24, 1891. Mr. Ligon has always been interested in the cause of 
education, aud is giving his children every advantage. 

Nelson I’. Liles was born in Madison county, Miss., in 1838 and aoivaknea there until 
he was sixteen years of age. He received his primary education in the public schools of 
Madison county until 1844, when he removed with his father to Rankin county, Miss. The 
old Mr. Liles died here in the following year, having followed the vocation of planting all 
his life. At the age of twenty our subject was married to Miss Elizabeth Eubanks and from 
this marriage there were born eight children, four boys and four girls, two of whom died 
after reaching the age of maturity. The mother died in March i890, having lived a con- 
sistent Christian life from her childhood up. In the year 1808 Mr. Liles moved to Scott 
county, where he located on a farm. In 1861 at the outbreak of hostilities between the 
states of the Union, our subject enlisted in company C, of the Thirty-ninth Mississippi regi- 
ment, holding the rank of lieutenant. His whole heart was in the Southern cause and his 
record shows that he served that cause faithfully and well. He took part in the battle of 
Corinth, and was captured at Port Hudson in July, 1863. He was sent as a prisoner of 
war to Johnson’s island in Ohio, where he was kept in close confinement until the end came 
to this dreadful struggle. He then returned home and again took up the peaceful oceupa- 
tion of farming, to which he continued to apply himself till 1881,when he was elected sheriff 
and held that office till 1887. In this year he was elected to the office of chancery clerk, 
which he has filled most creditably to himself and most acceptably to the people at large. 
Mr. Liles has been honored with various positions of trust in the last twenty years, and has 
filled them all in such a manner as to gain for him the entire confidence of the people of the 
county in which he has lived so long. Socially, he is one of the most active of any who claim 
allegiance to the Masonic order, and he is also a member in good standing of the Knights of 
Honor of Forest. 

Joel Lilly, a well known planter of Copiah county, was born in Stanly county, N. C., 
in 1837, a son of Benjamin and Sarah (Kendall) Lilly, natives of North Carolina. Benjamin 
Lilly was born in Stanly county in 1777, and was ason of John and Ellen Lilly. John 
Lilly was one of the nuble heroes who fought in the Revolutionary war. He was twice 
captured by the tories and each time received severe punishment at their hands for his 
disloyalty to the king. As the result of an accident he suffered the amputation of one of 
his legs. Benjamin Lilly was a gunsmith by trade and a mechanic of much ability, but the 
most of his life was devoted to planting. He was first married to Sarah Floyd, who bore him 
three children: Vernon (deceased); Franklin, of North Carolina, who lives in the same house 
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built by his grandfather before the Revolutionary war, and Ellen, wife of John Dickson. 
After the decease of his first wife he married Sarah IX. Kendall, and to them were born six 
children, five of whom are living: Albert, a resident of Hazlehurst; Edmund, residing in 
North Carolina; Frances, wife of E. D. Huntley living in North Carolina; Joel, our subject, 
and Robert, whose home is in Florida. Joel began the life of a planter at about the age of 
twenty-one. In 1858 he bought land in Kemper county, Miss., locating in Mississippi at 
that time. In 1860, he married Nanie A. Garrett, of Copiah county, and in 1861 he 
purchased land in Copiah county, upon which he removed and has since resided. February, 
1862, he entered the Confederate service as a member of company E, of the Thirty-sixth 
Mississippi regiment. He was in some of the hardest fought battles of the war, among them 
Corinth, Iuka, Vicksburg, Atlanta, Nashville, Blakely and Franklin. After the war he 
returned to his agricultural duties, only to find that the war had stripped him of all he 
possessed except his land, and that the conditions of the time necessitated his beginning 
business anew and planting upon an entirely different plan from that which he had hitherto 
pursued, but in spite of these disadvantages he went to work with a will, and his success 
ever since the war has been uniformly progressive. He is to-day counted as one of the 
leading planters of the county. He and his wife have had nine children, only two of whom 
are now living: Huntley B., and Joel E., both of whom live at home. Ella IF. grew to 
womanhood, and became the wife of K. H. Lonax, of Copiah county, and is now deceased. 
After the death of this daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Lilly opened their home to her only child, a 
son named Robert G., who has since been a member of their household. Mr. Lilly is a 
member of the Masonic order and of the Farmers’ Alliance. In 1883 he was elected a 
_member of the board of supervisors of this county, and has been reélected at each succeed- 
ing election except one, and has served as president of the board for five years. When he 
entered upon the business of this office, there was an indebtedness of $20,000 upon the 
county, but, largely through his good management, it has been entirely wiped out, and the 
county is now in a flourishing financial condition. Mr. Lilly is without doubt the most 
extensive landowner in Copiah county, highly respected both as a business man and as.a 
citizen. 

John A. Limerick, druggist, Rodney, Miss., was born in Tuscumbia, Ala., December 15, 
- 1833. His father was Thomas Limerick, of Colerain, Jreland, and afterward a commission 
merchant in New Orleans, La. His mother was Miss Elizabeth Williams, of Virginia. He 
married, in 1861, Miss Irene, second daughter of Morean Stuart, a planter of Jefferson 
county, Miss. His family consists of Nita, now Mrs. F. M. Mcltae, of Vicksburg, Miss. ; 
George Stuart, a student at Bellevue medical college, New York: John A., married in 1890 to 
Miss Jeannie Conner, of Natchez, Miss.; Oliver Victor, a pharmaceutical chemist in Vicks- 
burg, Miss. ; and two young daughters, Misses Irene and Annette. Mr. Limerick is a demo- 
erat in politics, a Mason and a member of the Knights of Honor. Mr. and Mrs. Limerick, 
two daughters and one son are members of the Presbyterian church. 

Col. C. L. Lincoln, sheriff of Lowndes county, Miss. The public services of Colonel 
Lincoln have been characterized by a noticeable devotion to the welfare of this county, and 
his ability and fidelity in his present position have made a lasting impression upon this 
sphere of public duty. His name has been connected with the history of this county from 
his birth, which occurred at Columbus, October 14, 1545, his parents, Barney B. and Rebecca 
8. (Norman) Lincoln, having been born in North Carolina and Alabama, respectively. They 
removed to Mississippi about 1835, and after residing in Noxubee county until about 1842, 
they removed to Columbus, where the father followed the occupations of contracting and 
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building. In 1849, having contracted the gold dever, he went to California, but shortly 
afterward returned to his home in Columbus, only to again make the perilous and éedious 
journey to California in 1854, in which state his death occurred. His widow, who survives 
him, is a resident of Columbus. Their union was blessed in the birth of six children: James 
F., Armstead T., Barney B., Sue R., (Mrs. Turnbow), C. L., and Henrietta N. (Mrs. Wil- 
liams). Col. C. I. Lincoln was brought up and educated in Columbus and while yet in his 
early youth, when the war came on, he enlisted in company K, Fourteenth Mississippi, Colum- 
bus riflemen, enlisting as a private and serving as such until the war closed. He was a 
participant in all the engagements of his regiment, and made a brave, faithful and useful 
soldier. Upon returning home from the war he was employed in the circuit court clerk’s 
office, which position he filled for some time, and next acted in the capacity of deputy sheriff. 
At the expiration of his term he was employed in the Columbus Insurance Banking company, 
for about four years, after which he again accepted the position of deputy sheriff. So ably did 
he discharge his duties that in 1885 he was elected sheriff by his numerous admirers and 
friends, and has since successfully filled the position. _ He is a social, courteous and genial 
gentleman and is a man who attracts the regard and respect of all who approach him. No 


more capable man for the position of sheriff could be found, for he not only possesses’ 


undoubted courage, but is punctual, faithful and honorable. He is a member of the A. F. & 
A. M., the I. O. O. F., and is a colonel in the Mississippi national guards. In 1869 he was 
united in marriage to Miss Tessie Alexander, by whom he has six children: Norman L., 
Atwell T., Barton A., Sue M., C. L. and Lonnie W. Mrs. Lincoln is a member of the Baptist 
church. 2 

Capt. Eugene A. Lindsley is a successful merchant of Coahoma county, his place of 
business being at Lula. He was born in Steuben county, N. Y., January 14, 1840, the young- 
est of ten children horn to William A. and Catherine (Perkett) Lindsley, who were also borr 
in New York and Rhode Island respectively. The father was an extensive farmer of his 
native state and there spent all his life as an honest and industrious citizen, dying in 1S44. 
His widow survived him until 1876, when she too passed away, being in her eighty-fourth 
year. The paternal grandfather, William A. Lindsley, was born in New York and was a 
soldier in the Revolutionary war. He was of Scotch descent, for at an early date several 
brothers came from Scotland to the colonies, his ancestor settling in York state. Nearly all 
the male members of the family have been agriculturists by calling. Eugene A. Lindsley 
received his early education in the state of his birth and afterward began clerking in a mer- 
cantile store in Lawrenceville, Pa. In December, 1866, he came to Coahoma county, Miss., 
and here has followed the occupations of planting and merchandising ever since. He is the 
owner of four hundred and thirty acres of land, two hundred and twenty-five being under 
cultivation, and also has a half interest in the mercantile establishment of Lindsley & Arnold, 
their stock of general merchandise being valued at about $5,000. Mr. Lindsley is now 
president of the board of supervisors of Coahoma county, and is an agreeable and courteous 
gentleman. During the thirty years that he has resided in this section he has identi- 
fied himself with its progress and development, and as he is a thoroughgoing and prac- 
tical business man, he has won respect and esteem from all who knew him. He has 
always taken a great interest in religion and the improvement of morals in his community, 
and is an earnest member of and steward in the Methodist Episcopal church. He is in every 
sense of the word a self-made man, and his earnest and sincere endeavor to live the life of a 
Christian and do as he would be done by, is well worthy of emulation. He is decidedly 
prepossessing in personal appearance and his manners are agreeable and courteous. He was 
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first married in 1872 to Miss Lucy W. Brown, a native of Mississippi and a daughter of Wil- 
liam M. Brown, a native of Kentucky, whose brother, Commodore Isaac N. Brown, built the 
gunboat, Arkansas Ram, and operated it on the Mississippi river. To his marriage one 
child was born: Lucy B., who has shown a decided talent for music and painting, every 
advantage being given her by her father to perfect herself in these arts, She was left 
motherless in 1874 and in 1877 her father married Miss Blandie Dinkins, a Mississippian by 
birth and a daughter ol Hamilton Dinkins, a native of North Carolina and avery extensive 
and successful planter of Madison county, Miss. Mr. Lindsley’s second union was not 
blessed by any offspring, his wife dying in 1880. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
is chancellor commander in the Knights of Pythias and is also a member of the Knights of 
Honor. The thriving little town of Lula is located on his land and was laid out by him and 
was named in honor of his daughter. Before the founding of this town the postoffice was 
called Magnolia, after his plantation. All of his brothers and sisters reached mature years, 
five of whom are yet living in New York and Pennsylvania. 

H. F. Lipford, planter, Ashland, Miss., was one of three children born to H. F. M. M. 
and Frances A. (Tait) Lipford, and his birth occurred in central Georgia in 1823. His father 
came to Marshall county, Miss., in the early history of that county, and was a prominent 
educator in the northern part of that state for many years. He died at Holly Springs, at the 
age of sixty-three years, and was a successful teacher up to the time of his death. Mrs. 
Lipford was a daughter of Hudson Tait, who was an extensive planter and a prominent man 
in his day. H. F. Lipford, Jr., was educated at Mercer university, Penfield, Ga., but this 
institution has since been located at Macon. He began teaching school when sixteen years 
of age, and in this way earned the money to prosecute his studies. At the conclusion of his 
school days he engaged in teaching, and followed this until recent years. At the solicitation 
of prominent friends he took a theological course, and he has devoted considerable time to 
ministerial work, although, of late years, he has entirely withdrawn from active work in both 
his former callings, and is devoting his attention to his planting interests. He was married 
in 1841 to Miss Rhoda Casey, and they have an interesting family of six children, five 
daughters and one son, L. E. Lipford, who is also a leading educator, having commenced 
teaching at an early age, and is now serving his tenth year as county school superintendent, 
the duties of which office he has discharged with great satisfaction to his constituency and 
much credit to himself, as is shown by his unanimous nomination for another term of four 
years at the recent democratic primary election; he is also superintendent of a live Sunday- 
school at Ashland, Miss., having served in that capacity for three years, and is an earnest, 
faithful Christian. Mr. Lipford located in Benton county, Miss., in 1870, and was engaged 
in merchandising in Ashland when the town was incorporated, and has been intimately con- 
nected with all its educational and financial interests. He remained on his plantation, how- 
ever, until 1884, at which time he came to Ashland, and was immediately selected as mayor 
of the town, a position he has since held. He makes an able and efficient officer, has the 
interests of the town and county at heart, and encourages all worthy movements. He has 
been a member of the Missionary Baptist church for many years, and has lived the life of 
an earnest, conscientions Christian. He has a beautiful home in Ashland, and is surrounded 
by all the comforts of life. 

John Newland Lipscomb, merchant and planter, Canton, Miss., was born in Madison 
county, Miss., on January 24, 1862, and is the son of Thomas A. and Mary (Newland) 
Lipscomb, and grandson of John and Emeline C. (Andrews) Lipscomb, the grandparents 
natives of Virginia and Mississippi respectively.” The grandfather, Jolin Lipscomb, came to 
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Mississippi when that state was a territory,eand inhabited by hundreds of Indians. His 
death occurred in 1874. His mother was Dicey (Seott) Lipscomb, a native of the Old 
Dominion, and cousin of Gen. Winfield Seott. Thomas A. Lipscomb, father of the subject of 
this sketch, was a native of Mississippi, and was reared and educated in his native state, 
graduating from Oakland college in 1851. He has been a planter the principal part of his 
life, and has been fairly suecessful. He has been married twice, first in 1852, to Miss Telula 
Montgomery, a native of Mississippi, who bore him one child, William M., now deceased, and 
the second time in 1856, to Miss Mary Newland, a native of Missisippi also and the daughter 
of Rev. John H. Newland, of the Blue Grass state. who founded the first Christian church in 
Mississippi. The fruits of this union were six children, viz.: John Newland, William M., 
Maggie L., Frank A., and two not named. Mr. Lipscomb was in the Confederate army for a 
short time, but was not in active service. He was detailed to remain home and raise supplies 
for the soldiers. Mr. Lipscomb is one of Madison county’s much-esteemed citizens, and is a 
liberal contributor to all worthy movements. He and his wife are members of the Christian 
church, and he is democratic in his political principles. His eldest son, John N., attained his 
growth and received his education in his native state, and began for himself at the age 
of sixteen with no capital. He first clerked in a general mercantile establishment owned by 
J. E. Cooke, who had his business located at Cumberland, Miss., and Stafford Mills, Ala., and 
remained with him eighteen months. He was subsequently on the railroad for eight years, 
and filled various positions on the same. In 1SS8S, he married Miss Mary L. Lipscomb, 
a native of Mississippi, and the daughter of Joseph F., and Lottie (White) Lipscomb, also of 
Mississippi. They have one child, John N., Jr. The same year of his marriage Mr. Lipscomb 
retired to the farm, and is the owner of nine hundred acres of land, nearly all of which are 
under cultivation. His principal production is cotton. In connection with this he is engaged 
in merchandising, carries a stock of goods yalued at 32,500, and does an aunnal business 
of $10,000. He is a young man of excellent habits, and is very energetic and enterprising. 
In polities he is with the democratic party. He is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. The 
Lipscomb family came to Mississippi in colonial times, and is among the oldest in the 
state. Our subject’s great-grandfather was the owner of the Lipscomb estate, in Madison 
county, near Flora, a small town on the Yazoo, branch of the Illinois Central railroad. The 
estate was at that time very valuable, and has belonged to the family, with a few exceptions, 
since it was first settled. It is the oldest place in the county, as far as can be learned. 
James W. Little was born in Marshall county, Tenn., on May 25, 1859, and in his native 
state was reared to manhood, on his father’s plantation, receiving his education in the public 
schools. In 1880, at the age of twenty years, he began to make his own way in the world, 
and although his capital at that time was very small indeed, he has, by shrewd business 
methods, push and energy, become a very wealthy young man. He is very extensive in his 
planting operations, and is the owner of four thousand four hundred and sixty-seven acres of 
land, of which one thousand eight hundred acres are under cultivation, besides which he 
has property in Arkansas valued at $2,500. Planting has always been his principal business, 
and the energetic “manner in which he has ever taken advantage of all methods and ideas 
tending to advance the value of his property has had a great deal to do with obtaining the 
competence he now enjoys. He came to Mississippi in 1SSo and was here married in 1856, 
his estimable wife being formerly Miss Luey A. Sessions, a native of this state, by whom he 
has two interesting children: James W. and Margarette. His wife was the widow of Daniel 
H. Sessions, by whom she became the mother of two children: Cornelia B. and Julia J. 
In the use of his means Mr. Little has been free and generous and to schools, churches, and 
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other enterprises tending to promote the welfare and improvement of the county he has 
been a very generous contributor. Although he hfs only seen thirty summers, the admirable 
way in which he manages his property, and his shrewd and practical ideas on all subjects, 
would lead one to suppose that he was much older. He is a most agreeable gentleman to 
meet, for he is intelligent in conversation, courteous and cordial in manners and kind and 
thoughtful of the feelings and wishes of others. He inherits Seotch and Irish blood of his 
ancestors, and was the second of six children born to his parents, Jason D. and Mary E. 
(Menton) Little, who were born in the state of Tennessee. The father was a successful planter 
of his native state and was there called from life in 1869. 

Richmond J. Little, Trenton, Smith county, Miss. This gentleman came with his 
parents to Smith county in the year 1544 and has since resided here. Nothing in fact_is 
recorded of his ever having lived anywhere else, as he was born in Noxubee county in 1542, 
and was consequently but two years of age when his family settled here. He was the third 
in a family of five children born to Capt. A. J. and Catherine (McLaurin) Little, both Scotch. 
His father was a native of North Carolina and his mother was born in South Carolina. The 
birth of A. J. Little, occurred in 1811 and he came with his parents in 1823 to Mississippi, 
locating in Simpson county, where he grew to maturity and engaged in planting with much 
success, continuing iv that avocation until his death in Smith county in December, 1589. He 
was the son of Duncan Little, who was born in North Carolina and was also a planter. His 
family consisted of three sons: Neil, John and Alexander J., all of whom became heads of 
families. Mr. Little was warmly devoted to the interests of Smith county and in 1862 he 
became one of its representatives in the Confederate army, enlisting in Capt. C. P. Partan’s 
company, which was organized in Lauderdale county and with which he served until the close 
of the war, participating in the battles of Farmington, Iuka, Corinth, siege of Vicksburg 
and other engagements of greater or less importance. At the close of the war he returned to 
Trenton, where he has done a successful business until the preseut time. He was married in 
June, 1870, to Miss Sallie Lofton, of South Carolina. He and family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. Mr. Little is connected with the Masonic fraternity. 

G. T. Lockard, the subject of this biography, is identified with the leading planters of 
Lauderdale county, and is one of the most highly respected citizens of that section. He was 
born in Sumter county, Ala., February 8, 1S61, and is the eldest of a family of twelve chil- 
dren. His parents, Edward and Amanda (Chandler) Lockard, were natives of South Carolina 
and Alabama respectively. The father removed to Alabama with his parents when a mere 
lad. There he grew to manhood and was married. He removed from Sumter county to 
Lauderdale county, Miss., in 1866, and remained there two years. The first year he was 
engaged in farming, and the next year he embarked in the mercantile business. At the end of 
the two years he returned to Alabama and established himself in business in Livingston, 
where he sold goods for nine years. He also had some agricultural interests which he con- 
ducted in connection with his store. In 1875 he came back to Mississippi and located at 
Meridian, where he now resides. He owns seven hundred and sixty acres of land, seven 
miles north of the place, which is under the management of G. T. Lockard. The father is 
not actively engaged in business at the present time. He has reached his seventy-third year, 
and has certainly earned a rest from his labors. Although not a member of any church, he 
has contributed of his means in sustaining all those enterprises which have had for their object 
the uplifting of humanity. The twelve children of the family are all living, and reside in 
Meridian, with the exception of Letitia, wife of R. C. King, treasurer of the Agricultural and 
Mechanical] college at Starkville, Miss., and the subject of this notice, G, T. Lockard is the only 


tars ” MS MAloay a ALOU 


1 















































ral ol ySncton oil) Wy rant) bi outlaw wd adore 
Nletigaln galt waegererese Cid) i@eg ylaw waht ait de sodslA 
vlontdita Na wo anakj leotiowey farm Tweets nid Han “Magog aid sagen wed ' 
OF atinaltoey Adssorast teow i “OM salto inn aw ad jadi MRCP TID ay) 
bos bot bus song aj FatFeno Biead desabwe ty cies HOUbETHT IAD ai duagiliodad ep | 
ent lo Boold dent Tran dotoie: Hein AH eiadto io evleiw hon. #yailoa) orl) 
aL yO bust sonat Abia id th setOd novbTD ste. tg Laovee od! enw fey 
Todanlg Ipaxnnons g uw wallet ot vemmanne To winds oily ui O10d stew ved wall 


MOOD ai OVE trsyyt Dellas 10d! saw bay odiata’ 


i ive Wiae OMT olitil Cydae 
vind Dobie asain wiih Bigs, #b°1 xa90y% od} gi ‘(aues tien 


vedn 20% 4i anpiiqi aula ths Nedwiae havi u4ived tov aid. 
braids adi airy SH rgeagl Lresltdera tha, abl gsidw oyu lo sy ows tort ¢cronrpene 
dotov tid of iinT (aitumTols) satis Buy 1, Ak ‘HID oF wied wblisa eet gi 
oll’ igi WED dbo  arrent. anew Tago Git han Saito) twit lo ihe oe 
AGA racine TE OF BERT 9; adrotey cra iio aire mi - bie T18P gi berrmoce lpi 


sheotsem ibtiry ttha ater oj hopes foie wWhotoukot wets od orayly :(iguos ORT OH 

ol MP8 secpasoull ai Cito Wine sae deeky aid lime NOMMo078 Jedd ii wotuaite 

wt shales y oats “nw ‘ute oaphdeat) Hak ai wied ayy Oulyr oltid Moor dy 
oh DRL Bip 


ro shnoit wotwood modi Yo My wiol lo :aaos soul) tofatel 
Waco dij Yy Abe ach} ul bahivel elariew, aoe old. ok 

19 ai yoiteilag TONEE Wart dnal) oli gi ov ita tnsze rey alt Yo 

mn od Litteer Lest poe oil desbilay AStw freey Stivers Anbrobiedl ot bostasaye ann atotaty 

Ll TPR a et lariat) waar Oe uihee bint Bali tuel ag | 

at “ny send } ) away od bf 

Dotrigie eee oh 


‘Of yalhaat) 
iWaos enor 





eid Win signe itis avy #ilh 


“t don) it Raion 
bet if ¥iftinay 


i 


oO; head Yar i 


?: 
i bars 


aa 
‘oak J] 4 ad 


e 
ih Builsgivatyaq dq 
SKOTD. To atrsetaape s todlee 


OM TOnmi weal ; 
: eeu T OT Liha wean inoue 5 anoh aad ony 
(OMiEA) bare nel APD hye? Th 


aeeetnd dyzw 
ody iw wal fry f 


Veiuisetan iene muf4 


MOHOL aillae authe ‘oF WEE, 
Siw Dalene eb alk BoR si Wi0F donut) (atpoomiq ll! Ya 
© HONAY goibaol sap ditty Laat tuna OAL EV Tote TT bid Yo by isa oul) -bunlont 4 
HH .aciloow jedi Yo ay NOs) Deour iD Vial seiag’ dil) 0 GO BT Bree yerurey 
1s eviews) te 63.8 Yo de hs Ob eg Prive Paid st | © VsHpwlea 
ae dali 4 


ALA. Sotaned rode 


whl ynesach™)) huAatA bap TIT edt a ay ths ae ‘ 
Hey yyy LOCO Ya toed oft 


POV STS Ary wy AVAL 
ery A ns ty; arora ait ib betay 


teneny ‘ore 
pitt”) 7 


4 Visviteuacy’ g 
OS Hel boven, wi Wairrine ake Lyve hoodia 63 wm oul ayode 
ul dace vt UAT Arnie Ow oreHd Baiavaiy Bipn WORT ni rele remy alata 
md ae eer rarei i “YTD aah de Foevat uy 


: : jie. ; 
ie Of wey tery mal) bos 2oten? app yeghe 
. erie 

ha Eh Soke ne Vb beNOe ED Hise 


eh Harwell hod f, MiLGIe7- end orpayy Glee 


Q lia 
heburtlyoiiewg CNG i dade yh 2186 i He aot aboow Dice olf a a ie) 
qtesiani Dl oF you Wo 1 Gat Al les etal htive Notisen000 “gf Foe i 
fon rman ghyis  hondungl winced maw bf "HeOL Wom al siody ,ttnhy 
yevebdiel sayf'] Sieg dT JT 4) Meengeimaie Gh) qaligire bi lutily oIply odd Yy dtron 
7 Amiel Deanal wi OEE «comic NRE MET Yah taeenerbosnes ret boyrucs ¢ ley 
TY CA Ay etliopaeye yi hayes Modis OUR! ett pt) deo p homies ‘lathes ei 
vi vias rH i en teneiy bay Sra! ff 


A urliiniene oj ALIS 
ML Wo Yea Fl iad wilaw) ail'l 
“ih bad ee | hy wie ltt diben, 


il) Yay tefl ahh Bike pth 


out ait do hetodt we 
Yiasaud io sotilad 
1 Wo. esi Nyooze old dite an by 
A. flivalyntt ty exolloo levin 


Wu et vg edie 


ME TMOG) eh ay Vi 95 4tespiry 


TO) ot Dydabon TOP ED sein 








1138 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


one of the sons who is married. February 35, 1591, he was united to Miss Bettie Halsell, a 
daughter of M. V. B. and Sallie (Head) Halsell. As before stated, Mr. Lockard lives on his 
father’s estate, but he also owns tive hundred and sixty aeres of land. He has placed eighty 
acres of this place under good cultivation, and has made many improvements. His principal 
crop is corn and cotton, and he is considered one of the most progressive and successful planters 
of the county. Although deeply interested in the welfare of the community, he has never 
-. had any aspirations to conduct the affairs of state, and has taken no further interest in polli- 
tics than to exercise the right of suffrage. He and his wife are members of the best 
circle of society, and there is no family in the county that has a higher standing both in the 
social and business world. Mrs. Lockard is a member of the Primitive Baptist church. 

Dr. Theodore Prentiss Lockwood, a practicing physician and surgeon of Crystal Springs, 
was born one mile north of that town in 1839, a son of Ephraim T. and Nancy M. Lockwood. 
His father was born in Belmont county, Ohio, in 1810, and removed to Savannah, Ga., in IS14. 
After attending the common schools for a time he entered the high school at Cannonsburg, 
Penn., where he was astudent for some time. Later he studied medicine at Wheeling, W. Va.. 
with the celebrated Dr. Clements. Receiving a certificate which stated his abilities, he came 
South and passed a good examination before the examining board at Mobile, and, obtaining 
a certificate of proficiency, he moved to Tallahatchie, where he practiced medicine for a short 
while, and soon after went to Selma, Ala., whence he removed to Hinds county, Miss., in 
1836. In that year he was married to Miss Nancy M. Cottingham, then living at the place 
known as Shady Grove, an election precinct with one or two stores and notorious throughout 
the country as a neighborhood center, being one mile north of the present site of the town of 
Crystal Springs, which he purchased, and there passed the intervening years to 18385, dying 
August 5. He had a very successful professional career, having become one of the most 
noted physicians in the county and practicing almost to the day of his death. Although he 
was well posted in all public matters and took a deep interest in all things pertaining to the 
public good, he was too much engrossed in his own business affairs, and especially his pro- 
fessional duties, to entertain any political aspirations. He accumulated a good property. 
His wife died September 7, 1886, having been for sixty years a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, with which her husband was also identified. Dr. Ephraim T. Lockwood 
was one of a large family born to Judge David Lockwood, a prominent citizen of Ohio, who 
held various honorable positions in that state and died in Belmont county, Ohio. His father 
was a descendant of one of two brothers who came from England on the Mayfiower, one set- 
tling in New York state, and the other, the progenitor of Dr. Lockwood. in Philadelphia. 
Thomas Cottingham, the maternal grandfather of Dr. Lockwood, was a native of Georgia and 
came to Mississippi soon after its admission as one of the states of the Union, and lived for a 
time in Harrison county, but sometime in the early thirties he removed to Copiah county 
and located in the woods east of Crystal Springs, removing later to a point north of the town. 
After the marriage of his daughter to Dr. Lockwood he sold his place to him and moved to 
Attala county, where he died while the present Dr. Lockwood was a mere boy. He was 
an industrious, thrifty, quiet and unassuming citizen, a lover of life on the frontier, and one 
of the most worthy pioneers of the county. He reared a family of fourteen children. The 
subject of our sketch was the second of five children, four sons and one daughter, born to his 
parents. Of these Dr. Benson M. Lockwood died in 1558, soon after graduating from the 
university of Louisiana at New Orleans: John M. served in the Confederate army under Gen. 
Stonewall Jackson in the Sixteenth Mississippi infantry, and was killed at Manassas June- 
tion, that second Bull Run of the war; and two others died young. Dr, Theodore Prentiss 
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Lockwood was reared to a plantation life and while a boy attended the public schools near 
his home. He acquired a good English and Latineeducation, and was later, until IS61, a 
student at the university of Louisiana at New Orleans. 

In the year last mentioned he joined company F, of the Sixth Mississippi infantry, in 
which he served one year as lieutenant. He was wounded at Shiloh, and afterward served 
as assistant surgeon, doing hospital work till the close of the war, surrendering at Forsyth, 
Ga. He was in battles also at Farmington, Corinth, Kenesaw, Ky., and other points. Upon 
his return from the war he engaged in planting and made a crop in 1865. In 1866 he 
graduated from the New Orleans School of Medicine, at New Orleans, as the valedictorian of 
the class, and has since practiced at Crystal Springs, being one of the oldest physicians of 
the county. He was ounce vice president of the State Medical association; is a member of the 
Copiah County Medical association, and was a delegate to the American Medical association, 
held at Chicago in 1S77. He has contributed several articles of much merit to the Southern 
Medical Record, of which he was, at one time, associate editor. In 1867 he was editor of the 
Copiahan, a prominent paper and organ of the county. He was married’ November 22, 1869, 
to Emma, daughter of William Y. and Carease Patton, at the residence of Dr. E. P. Toock- 
wood, in Copiah county. Her father, who was a planter, was also an able and successful 
lawyer, who died when comparatively young at his home in Claiborne county. Mrs. Lock- 
wood was born in Claiborne county, and has had three children: Dr. Benson M. Lockwood, 
a graduate from Beaumont college, a medical institution at St. Louis, and who is a practicing 
physician; William Byron, a law student; while theiz daughter, Olivia Genevieve, is a bright 
little girl, nine years old. For many years Dr. Lockwood has been active and influential in 
state politics; he has been a delegate to the state conventions several times, and was a candi- 
date in 1872 for the legislature on the Greeley ticket, and was defeated by only thirty votes, 
but his devotion to his professional duties has been so great and his political aspirations 
have been so small, that he never sought or accepted any other nomination. He is a Master 
Mason and is medical examiner for the Crystal Springs lodge, Knights of Honor No. 1,420, 
and for the New York Life Insurance company, and the Penn Mutual Life Insurance 
company of Philadelphia. He is also the local surgeon for the Illinois Central Railroad 
company. The Lockwood family, the immediate progenitors of which were among the most 
honored of the pioneers of this county, has always stood high socially, commercially and po- 
litically. The Doctor is a representative of that class known as the true Southern gentlemen, 
He has a splendid reputation as a physician, and his practice extends far into the adjoining 
country. 

Simon Loeb & Brother are successful merchants of Columbus, Miss., their residence in 
this state dating from 1867. The senior member, Simon Loeb, was first associated in busi- 
ness with S. Mauss and continued thus associated until IN74, at which time Mr. Mauss died. 
The firm then became Simon Loeb & Brother, Mr. Julius Loeb havymg been associated with 
Simon Loeb and has continued such up to the present time; A. Strauss being also connected 
with the firm. They occupy the well known Hudson & Humphreys building at the corner 
of Market and Main streets, it being a three-story brick building, well stocked with goods 
valued’ at from $40,000 to $50,000. They are doing a general business, and for the purpose 
of carrying a stock of groceries, occupy a store near the main building above mentioned, 
which also serves them as a warehouse. Simon Loeb, the senior member of this firm, is a 
native of Rhine, Bavaria, where he received a good collegiate and commercial education and 
served an apprenticeship at the wine business. Upon attaining the age of eighteen years he 
came to the United States, taking passage at Havre, France, landing at New York. He soon 
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came South and located at Columbus, where he has since resided and became well known as 
a merchant and prosperous business man. His brother Julius, who is in partnership with 
him, has been a resident of America since 1870, taking passage at Bremen and also landing 
at New York, from which city he came to Columbus. He was educated much like his 
brother, but was apprenticed to the wholesale and retail hardware and crockery business. 
Both these gentlemen possess the sterling characteristics of the German race, being thrifty, 
industrious and honorable, and as their financial resources were very limited on coming to this 
country they set to work at once to obtain a livelihood and are now wealthy. Simon was 
married in 1874 to Miss Lena Herzfelder, in Memphis, Tenn., her birth having occurred in 
Bavaria, and their union has resulted in the birth of three children: Helen, Albert and 
Maud. Julius Loeb married Miss Fannie Kauffman in 1SS8, a resident of Columbus. They 
have two children: Sidney and Anita. A. Strauss was born in Bavaria and came to the 
United States, via Bremen, when about twelve years of age, landing in New York. He remained 
there long enough to receive some schooling and in 1866 arrived in Columbus, where he has 
resided ever since. He was married in Columbus to a sister of Loeb Brothers, and by her 
is the father of three children: Josie, Almaand Willie. Simon Loeb is a member of the 
B'nai B'rith, the A. F. & A. M., the K. of P., the A. L. of H. fraternities, and is vice presi- 
dent of the board of trade. 

Of the many prominent citizens’ of Marshall county, Miss., who owe their nativity to 
Tennessee stands W. H. Loftin, who is one of the successful planters of the county. He 
was born in Haywood county in May, 1841, and his parents, Arthur W. and Julia E. (Bass) 
Loftin, were natives respectively of Tennessee and North Carolina. The parents were 
married in Columbia, Tenn., and shortly after their marriage removed to Holly Springs, 
Miss., where they resided about two years. From there they moved to Tennessee, resided 
there four or five years, and then returning to Mississippi again settled in Marshall county, 
where the father followed farming. They were among the pioneers of the county, there 
being still plenty of Indians in the country when they came to it. They were also among 
the first families in society, and were esteemed and respected by all. The father died in 
1873 and the mother in 1854, both consistent members of the Methodist church, the father 
being steward in the same for a number of years. Their family consisted of nine children, 
only two besides our subject now living: John L., a farmer of Marshall county, Miss., and 
Susan J. The paternal grandfather, Col. A. W. Loftin, was a very extensive planter resid- 
ing near Jackson, Tenn., and was a native of that state. The maternal grandfather was 
born in North Carolina and was of English descent. W. H. Loftin, the fourth in order of 
birth of the above mentioned children, was educated in the common schools of the county, 
and in 1861 enlisted in company F, Seventeenth Mississippi infantry, under Col. W. 8. 
Featherstone, of Holly Springs, Miss. He went direct to the front and was in the battle of 
Gettysburg, seven days’ fight around Richmond, the second battle of Fredericksbug, Lees- 
burg, Sharpsburg, Cedar creek, Harper’s Ferry, Wilderness, Petersburg and others. He 
was wounded in the ankle by a minieball in the battle of Chickamauga and a few days later 
received a furlough to go home. After his wound had healed he again joined his command 
near Knoxville, Tenn., and was captured in the fall of 1864 near Harper’s Ferry. He was 
sent to Camp Chase, Ohio, and kept in prison at that place for four months. He was then 
sent to Point Lookout, Md., and was there when Lee surrendered. He was discharged there, 
returned home, and resumed his occupation of farming. He was married in 1879 to Mrs. 
Maggie R. Pipkin, widow of H. H. Pipkin, and daughter of Robert A. Raiford, who was one 
of the earliest settlers of Marshall county, and who located on the place where Mr. Loftin 
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now lives. By her union with Mr. Pipkin, Mrs. Loftin became the mother of one daughter, 
Mary M., who is now the wife of Dan L. Heath. The last union resulted in the birth of five 
children: Julia, Elizabeth (deceased), Helen (deceased), Heath, Maggie and Catherine. Mr. 
Loftin owns two thousand acres of land, five hundred acres under cultivation, and also has an 
interest in the mercantile business at Red Bank, under the firm title of Loftin & Harris. He 
is a wideawake, energetic business man, a successful farmer, and an honored, esteemed citi- 
zen. He is a member of the Knights of Honor, and he and wife are members of the Metho- 
dist church. Previous to her marriage to Mr. Pipkin, Mrs. Loftin was married to Fred 
Thomas, and had one daughter by him, Miss Freddie, who is quite an accomplished young 
lady, having become somewhat distinguished as an artist. She attended school at Nasliville, 
Tenn., and Huntsville, Ala., and took a course in an art school in New York city in 18S7. 

George A. Logan, a most substantial and reliable citizen, was born at Abbeville, La- 
fayette county, Miss., August 27, 1842, and is the youngest of a family born to Tyler and 
Nancy (Davis) Logan. The parents were natives of South Carolina, where they grew to 
maturity and were married. In 1837 they removed to Mississippi and bought land where the 
present town of Abbeville now stands. The father was a farmer by occupation, and was very 
successful in his business. He did not aspire to any public position, but was highly esteemed 
as a citizen. He was one of the earliest settlers of the county, coming there before the 
removal of the Indians. There are only four of the family living. John L., a brother of 
the subject of this notice, was brigadier-general in the Confederate army; he died at New 
Orleans in 1873 of yellow fever. The mother died in 1859, near Abbeville. The father was 
married a second time, to Flora McKachin, and two children were born of this union, a son 
and adaughter. The father died in 1886; he was aconsistent member of the Baptist church, 
a man of the highest motives, a loyal citizen, and a trusted friend. George A. Logan began 
life in the service of his country; he enlisted in 1S61 in Captain Robertson’s company of 
sixty-day troops, and in 1862 he enlisted in company C, Thirty-fourth Mississippi infantry, 
in the army of the Tennessee. He participated in the engagements at Perryville, Murfrees- 
boro, Chickamauga, and was captured at Missionary Ridge. He was kept a prisoner at Rock 
Island, Ill., for eighteen months, being paroled at the end of that time, as General Lee had 
surrendered. After the war he resumed the more peaceful occupation of farming, and also 
envaged in the mercantile trade at Abbeville. He sold goods there for six years, and then 
disposed of the business, since which time he has devoted himself exclusively to agriculture. 
He was married in i867 to Miss Mary L. Burt, of Decatur, Ala. They have had born to 
them a son and a daughter: John L. and Bessie (deceased). Mr. Logan is the owner of 
seven hundred acres of land, two hundred and fifty of which are under cultivation; it is well 
improved and a finer body of land can not be found in the borders of Lafayette county. 
His long residence here has brought him a wide acquaintance, and his honorable and 
upright dealings have won him a fine reputation. He and his wife are members of the 
Baptist church, and he also belongs to the Masonic fraternity, of which he is a member in 
high standing. John Lockheart, the only living child of Mr. Logan, was born in 1868. He 
was educated at Mississippi college, graduating there in 1889 as the third member of his 
class. He chose teaching as his profession and immediately after graduating was elected as 
an assistant in his alma mater. He has since spent a year at the University of Michigan, has 
received a master’s degree and is now principal of the preparatory department of Mississippi 
college. 

The Rey. Nowell Logan is a native of Charleston, 8. C., and of Scotch-Irish origin. The 
Logans of Restalrig, through whom he traced his paternal descent, are an ancient Scottish 
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clan, still proud of their tartan and of the heart of Bruce quartered on their coat of urms 
after Sir Robert Logan had aceomyanied the Douglas upon his ill-fated expedition. On his 
maternal side Mr. Logan is descended from the MceNeils, who left Scotland to settle in Ire- 
land some centuries ago. In the year 1690 Col. George Logan, a lineal descendant of Sir 
Robert Logan, of Restalrig (whos: bones, according to Sir Walter Scott, were falsely attainted 
of high treason by James I. of England for alleged complicity in the Gowrie conspiracy), 
came from Aberdeen, Scotland, to South Carolina and was one of the founders of what is 
now the city cf Charleston. In 1699 James Logan, of the same family, accompanied Will- 
iam Penn to Pennsylvania as secretary of the province. He held also other oftices, such as 
chief justice, president of the council and provisional governor, ete., being at one time acting 
governor of the colony. He was a man of literary tastes ad pursuits and founded the 
Loganian library of Philadelphia where, or in Germantown, we believe his descendants still 
reside. Col. George Logan, of Charlesion, married, in 1719, the widow of Robert Daniel, 
the last. proprietary governor cf South Carolina. George Logan, his son by a former mar- 
riage, married Martha Daniel, daughter of the governor, and died in July, 1764, aged sev- 
enty years. His grandson, also named George, was married in Leith, Scotland, to Honoria, 
daughter of Christian Muldrup, a native of Christiansand, Norway, residing there as consul 
for Denmark. The old Norse patronymic has been perpetuated by the late Dr. Thomas 
Muldrup Logan, of Sacramento, Cal., and Gen. T. Muldrup Logan, Confederate states army, 
now living in Richmond, Va. Dr. George Logan, son of the above, and father of the sub- 
ject of our sketch, was born in Charleston, S. C., January, 1778. He was graduated at the 
medical school in Philadelphia, and served as surgeon in the United States navy during the 
War of 1812. This position he resigned to accept that of physician to the city hospital and 
the Charleston orphan asylum. These offices he held for forty years, in addition to a large 
practice among private patients. Doctor Logan’s first wife, Margaret Polk, died, leaving six 
sons. Most of these sons had reached manhood, some had become fathers themselves, when 
he married the second time, Ann Catharine, daughter of Capt. George Turner, and grand- 
daughter of Commodore Daniel McNeil, both of the United States navy. Their first child, 
a daughter, died in infancy; the second, John Lascelles Nowell, was so named in honor of a 
tried and valued friend and relative; the Nowell family, of South Carolina, being also de- 
scended from Governor Daniels. The mother, a sweet, saintly soul of blessed memory, 
was soon taken, leaving three young children, one almost an infant. But the father’s heart 
held all a woman’s tenderness, and to his careful mental and spiritual training during those 
early years, all that is worthy in their after lives must eventually be traced. Not long before 
the war between the states, Doctor Logan, then nearing his eightieth year, removed to New 
Orleans, und there he entered into rest. from the home of his devoted son, Daniel Polk Logan. 
to whose guardianship the orphan children were entrusted, who became to them, indeed, a 
second father. Nowell Logan had just attained to manhood when his native state seceded 
from the Union. He received from Governor Moore an appointment as captain in the Fourth 
regiment of State troops, so called, but, being impatient at the slow development of that 
branch of the service, he resigned his commission in order to leave in the First battalion of 
Louisiana volunteers (known afterward as Drew’s battalion), for Pensacola, in April, N61. At 
the end of the first year this command was disbanded and reformed as an artillery company, 
known as Fenner’s battery, with which he continued until the end of the war. At the close 
of the first year he was elected captain of a Mississippi command, organized on the Gulf 
coast, where he was then on sick furlough, but the conscript law going into effect at that 
time, and he being disabled by typhoid fever, this company fell a prey to the provost-mar- 
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shals. Twice afterward was Mr. Logan commissioned, but by some fatality no commission 
ever reached him, and he remained a high private to the end. He was distinguished for un- 
daunted bravery in a command where all were brave, and, upon his discharge at the final sur- 
render, the lieutenant in command has written these words: “He knew naught but duty.” 
His army career ended, Mr. Logan now entered upon a mercantile life. He had wished to 
study medicine, like his father and grandfather before him, but there was no time for that 
now. His family, in common with most Southerners, had suffered heavy losses, and found 
themselves reduced from wealth to indigence, from luxury to many self-denials. The com- 
mission house in which he had become a partner having failed, he was offered, by his friend, 
the Hon. J. B. MeGehee, of Woodville, Miss., the agency at that terminus of the West 
Feliciana railroad. This he accepted, little dreaming what a change in plans and prospects 
Providence was thus preparing for him. St. Paul’s church, Woodville, had been, for some time, 
without a rector, and a few earnest women, who were struggling to keep the parish alive, 
soon urged this comparative stranger to become superintendent of their Sunday-school. He 
had been confirmed in early youth, had always loved the church and her ways, yet had never 
even taught in any Sunday-school. Still he consented to try, and that trial decided his 
future career, for, in a few months, he was not only the superintendent of a flourishing Sun- 
day-school, but licensed lay-reader, holding regular services, which were well attended by 
men, as well as women. He had now become cashier of the West Feliciana Railroad and 
Banking company, with promise of ample and increasing income. Were it not better to give 
liberally of this income and devote all spare moments to the service of the church than to add 
to the number of impecunious, and, perhaps, inefficient clergymen? Thus he argued with 
the friends who now urged him to study for the ministry. Among these were Bishop Wil- 
mer, of Louisiana; Bishop Green, of Mississippi, and the late Rev. Alexander Marks, of 
Natchez. They knew that true men were most needed, and believed him to be true. So, 
through the guiding of Providence and the influence of these good friends, his final choice 
was made. In November, 1879, Mr. Logan resigned his position in the West Feliciana com- 
pany, and on February 15, 1SSO, was ordained to the deaconate. After studying a year in 
Natchez, under the Rey. Alexander Marks, during which time he held occasional services at 
Port Gibson, he was ordered priest in Holy Trinity, Vicksburg, May 10, 1SS1, by the Rt.- 
Rev. William M. Green, bishop of the diocease. The Rey. Alexander Marks presented the 
candidate and delivered a very able and touching address. The Rey. Nowell Logan was im- 
mediately called to be rector of St. James church, Port Gibson. This parish, founded in 
1826, had been for years in a languishing condition, having no rector and no place of wor- 
ship. Strange that one of the oldest parishes in the diocease should have been so long with- 
out a church building! The Ladies’ Aid society had, however, secured and paid for a very 
suitable lot, on which was a cottage, which might serve as a village rectory, and they had 
still $35 in their treasury. Thirty-five dollars seemed a very small beginning, but, animated 
by the presence of a rector with whom they were in sympathy, society, vestry and Sunday- 
school, all went cheerfully to work. Mr. Logan, being elected deputy to the general conven- 
tion, which met in Philadelphia in 1553, he, on that occasion, solicited and obtained liberal 
donations from kind Northern friends. With this assistance funds were raised and the 
cornerstone laid, October 30, 1SS4. © On Maundy Thursday, April 2, 1885, Bishop Thomp- 
son preached and confirmed a class of six in the beautiful little church, then tirst opened for 
divine service. Mr. Logan remained nearly seven years in Port Gibson, having, also, charge 
of the parish of Epiphany, St. Hlmo, and various missions throughout Claiborne county. With 
reluctance, he left this, his first and dearly-loved parish, at the call of Holy Trinity, Vicks- 
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burg, then mourning the loss of its rector, awho had been elected to the episcopate of Easton. 
In January, 1888, he assumed charge of the church in which he had been ordained to the 
priesthood. Since he became its rector, little more than three years ago, Holy Trinity parish 
has paid off its remaining debt of $1,500, and placed a beautiful and new ceiling in its yet 
unfinished interior. The Sunday-school has nearly trebled its number of pupils and teachers, 
and the parish generally is in a flourishing condition. Mr. Logan has never married, but 
his sisters make their home with him in Vicksburg. He has represented Mississippi in the 
general convention since 1583, having been elected a deputy to this supreme council of the 
church the year after his ordination to the priesthood. He is a member of the standing com- 
mittee, secretary of the diocesan council, dean of the Natchez convocation and register of the 
diocese. 

Augustus Baldwin Longstreet, a son of William Longstreet, was born in Augusta, Ga., 
September 22, 1790. He was sent to school, but made little progress in his studies; his 
mother, however, resolutely kept him at his tasks until he finally became interested in his 
books. He was graduated at Yale college in 1813, and began the study of law at Litchfield, 
Conn.; he was admitted to the bar of Georgia in IS15. It was about this time that he was 
married to Miss Frances Eliza Parke, of North Carolina, with whom he lived happily until 
her decease in the year 1868. In 1821 he represented Greene county in the legislature, and 
the following year he was made judge of the superior court; in 1824 he was a candidate for 
_ congress and had every prospect of success, when he withdrew on account of the death of a 
child; this event deeply impressed him with religious feeling, and he was accustomed from 
that time to open his court with prayer. He declined reélection to the bench, and returned 
to the bar, where he became especially distinguished for his successes in criminal cases. In 
1838 he entered upon the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal church, and in 1839 he was 
stationed at Augusta, which was at that time visited with yellow fever in a very malignant 
form. In that year he was elected to the presidency of Emory college, which office he held 
until 1848. He was then invited to the presidency of Centenary college, Louisiana. At the 
end of one year he was made president of the University of Mississippi, resigning the posi- 
tion in 1856, with the intention of retiring to private life, but in the following year he 
accepted the presidency of South Carolina college, remaining there until the breaking out of 
the Civil war. With the end of his connection with the South Carolina ccllege his public 
career closed. On the cessation of hostilities he returned to Oxford, Miss., where he resided 
until his death, which occurred July 9, 1869. His last illness was not painful or long, and 
he passed away in the full possession of his mental faculties. He died in the fullest assur- 
ance of a Christian faith. From an early period of his life Judge Longstreet was accustomed 
to write for the press and magazines, and many of his speeches, charges to juries and ser- 
mous have been published. His miscellaneous writings include many of a humorous charac- 
ter, and a novel from his pen, entitled “Master William Mitten, or the Youth of Brilliant 
Talent Who was Ruined by Bad Luck,” was published in the Field and Fireside, a literary 
journal of Georgia; it was afterward reproduced in a volume. Upon the occasion of the 
quarter-century celebration of the university in 1873, Chancellor Waddel paid a most 
eloquent tribute to his memory; in closing he says: ‘As a preacher he was solemn, earnest 
and instructive. As a writer his style was chaste and beautiful: As man, then, take him all in 
all, his character will bear the closest scrutiny, both in his public and in his private life. 
He was a kind husband and an affectionate father, a humane master, a considerate neighbor, 
a genial companion, an affable teacher, a wise counselor, a man of faith and trust in God, 
enjoying to a degree that was remarkable the assurance of his acceptance with his Heavenly 
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Father. Ho left, as a legacy to his descendants, a spotless reputation and the example of a 
transcendently noble life.” 2 

Capt. Francis Loper was born in Jones county, Miss., in 1827, and since his early man- 
hood has lead a life of useful activity. When a child of six years, he was brought by his 
parents to what is now known as Jasper county, Miss. There he grew to maturity, sur- 
rounded by many of the hardships that attend pioneer life. His father’s plantation was 
located near Garlandville, or rather the present site of that place. He was a pupil in the 
common schools, and although his advantages were comparatively meager, he secured the 
foundation of a good, practical education. At the age of twenty-two years he had the pleas- 
ure of one year inthe Pleasant Hill academy, after which he taught school. In 1855, how- 
ever, he abandoned this work, to enter commercial life, to which he devoted his energies 
until the breaking out of the Civil war. He responded at once to the call for men, and 
enlisted in the fall of IS61. At the end of sixty days he came home, and raised a company, 
of which he was chosen captain. He served in this capacity until the end of the conflict. 
He participated in the battles of Iuka and Corinth, and at the latter place was severely 
wounded by two minieballs and a shell. MHolland’s Thirty-seventh regiment opened the 
fight at Resaca, Ga., and Captain Loper’s company suffered great loss of life at this place. 
He was in all the battles following until at Atlanta, Ga., where he was again wounded and 
disabled from duty. The Captain had been married in 1856 to Miss Eliza J. Bridges, a 
daughter of William Bridges, one of the pioneers of Jasper county, Miss. Of this union 
six children were born, three of whom are yet living. Mrs. Loper died in 1872, and the Cap- 
tain was married a second time to Mrs. S. A. Dantzler, a daughter of Judge Uriah Milsaps, 
of Jasper county. When Captain Loper returned from the war, he again entered commer- 
cial life, and also gave some attention to planting, until the autumn of 1883, when he was 
elected treasurer of Newton county. He has since held this office, and has discharged his 
duties with a rare fidelity and an ability that has challenged the admiration both of his con- 
stituency and his opponents. He has been identified with the Masonic fraternity since 1852, 
and has been worshipful master a greater portion of that time. He also belongs to the Knights 
of Honor. He isa zealous worker in the interests of the Methodist Episcopal church, of which 
he is steward. He is a conscientious, Christian gentlemen, and enjoys the esteem of the 
entire community. J. B. Loper, the father of our subject, was born in South Carolina, in 
1804. He was a planter by occupation, and before the war owned a considerable number of 
slaves. He passed from this life in June, 1878, leaving behind him a record of the highest 
honor. His wife, Sarah (McCormick) Loper, was born in South Carolina in 1807, and was a 
daughter of John and Nancy (Fontaine) McCormick, who were also natives of South Caro- 
lina. They came of good old Revolutionary stock, than which there is none better in this land. 

L. Lopez, of the firm of Lopez & Co., Biloxi, Miss., is a native of Spain. He received 
the greater part of his education in Havana, and after he left school he was employed in the 
store of an uncle for some years. In 1867 he came to Mississippi and located in Biloxi, 
where he established himself in business. His capital being limited he began with a small 
stock of groceries, but by economy, industry and close attention to his interests, he has risen 
toa leading position in the commercial circles of Harrison county. He owns a fine residence 
in Biloxi, and the business building in which his store is. He is a stockholder in Lopez, 
Dunbar, Sons & Co.’s canning factory, one of the most thriving institutions in the southern 
part of the state. They pack shrimps, oysters and figs, and give employment to one hundred 
and fifty persons during the winter months. The concern is under the management of Mr. 
Lopez, and its prosperity is due in a great measure to his wisdom and executive ability. He 
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is one of the most enterprising men of Haryison county, and a citizen who would be an 
acquisition to any community. He married Miss Julia Dulion, and seven children were born 
of the union: Josephine E., Thresa, Clara, Lazarus, Arnaud, Erena and Julius. Mr. Lopez 
is a member of the masonic fraternity. T. B. Dulion, of the firm of Lopez & Co., Biloxi, 
Miss., was born in this place in 1861, and is a son of Arnold M. Dulion, a native of France. 
The father immigrated to the United States, and settled in Biloxi about the year 1545; he 
carried on a mercantile business until his death. The son was reared and educated at 


' Biloxi, and was trained to mercantile pursuits. Ye was employed asa clerk for L. Lopez, 


and had charge of his business for several years. In January, 1889, he became a partner in 
the firm of Lopez & Co., with whom he is still associated. They carry on a general mercan- 
tile business, and carry the largest stock in Biloxi. Mr. Dulion was married March 20, 
1886, to Miss Amy H. Park, and they have had three children born to them: Ura, Roy and 
an infant. Mrs. Dulion was born in the state of Nebraska. They are members of the 
Catholic church. - 

Capt. Benjamin Loughridge was born in Franklin county, Ga., April 29, 1815, and is a 
son of William and Jerusha (Pulliam) Loughridge, natives of South Carolina and Georgia, 
respectively. The father came to Georgia with his parents when a mere lad, grew to manhood 
and was married there. The paternal grandfather was a native of Scotland, and immigrated 
to America and settled in Virginia before the Revolutionary war. He was a soldier under 
General Washington, and served seven years. William Loughridge was a farmer and black- 
smith by occupation. He died in Cass county, Ga., in 1844. Captain Loughridge passed 
his youth in his native state, and was married at Cedar Bluff, Ala., in 1841, to Ann E, Bogan. 
They had born to them six children: Eliza E. (deceased), Mary A. (wife of J. M. Eckford, of 
San Antonio, Tex.), Mattie P. (wife of G. S. Henderson), Margaret (wife of James M. Dillard), 
William J., Fanny A. The last named and Mary A. were educated at Chickasaw Female 
college. William J. was graduated from the literary, law and commercial department of the 
college at Lexington, Ky., and is now president of the Third National bank of that city. 
He also owns the belt railroad and street-car line of Lexington, and has other commercial 
interests there; he is one of the most enterprising men of the place. He was married to 
Fanny C. Bruce, daughter of W. W. Bruce, of Lexington, Ky. Captain Loughridge remained 
at home until he was seventeen years of age, and then started out to develop his own resources. 
He was first employed as a clerk in a store, holding the position two years. He then went to 
Long’s Ferry (now Centerville), Ga., and opened a general stock of goods in his own name. 
He continued in business there for three years. At the end of that time he enlisted in the 
service of the United States to subdue the Creek and Seminole Indians, and saw eleven months 
of active duty. He was elected tax collector for Cass county, Ga., for two terms, and was 
appointed census taker in 1840. In January, 1848, he removed to Mississippi, and located 
in the territory which was then known as Pontotoc county, but which ts now within the bor- 
ders of Lee county. He settled on the plantation which is still his home. In the fall of 
1849 he opened a store with a well-selected stock of dry goods, and succeeded in getting a 
postoftice established at the store; the place was named Birmingham, and he was postmaster 
until the breaking ont of the Civil war. At the time he owned fourteen slaves, and was a 
zealous supporter of the Southern cause. In 1862 he enlisted in company F, Thirty-tirst 
Mississippi volunteer infantry, and was elected captain of his company. He participated in 
the engagements at Vieksburg, Baton Rouge, Corinth, and some of less note. In 1863 he 
enlisted in a cavalry company, and served until the cessation of hostilities. He was paroled 
at Columbus, Miss., May 17, 1865, after which he returned tohis home. He again embarked 
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in the mercantile trade at his old stagd, and continugd the business there until 1889, when be 
sold ont, and has since lived a retired life. He owns eleven hundred acres of land. six hun 
dred of which are in a high state of cultivation. Although Captain Loughridge has never 
aspired to public oflice, he is an enthusiastic democrat, and has labored zealously for the sue- 
cess of his party. Mrs. Loughridge is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, while 
the other members of the family belong to the Presbyterian chureh. The mother of the 
Captain died in ISS1 at the age of eighty-seven years. He is now seventy-seven years old, 
and is one of the oldest citizens of the county, none of whom are more highly esteemed. He 
has given liberally of his means in support of public enterprises, and is a typical Southerner. 

Dr. Samuel Gray Loughridge, a prominent physician of Jasper county, Miss., was born 
in Alabama in 1824, is a son of James and Deborah Aun (McGill) Loughridge. His father 
was born in the north of Ireland in the year 1775, and immigrated to the United States in 
1794; settled in South Carolina and remained there following his occupation, tailoriny, until 
1823, when he moved to Alabama and engaged in agriculture. He died in 1835, while on a 
business trip to Texas, and his wife survived him until 1578. They were the parents of 
twelve children, of whom the Doctor was the tenth born. He remained with his mother in 
Alabama, until 1543, when she removed to Attala county, Miss., where he finished his aca- 
demic course under Rev. James Martin. In selecting a profession he chose that of medi- 
cine, and read under Dr. L. D. Read, a prominent physician of Attala county, and attended 
lectures in Louisville, Ky. In 1S48 he located in the neighborhood of Garlandsville, 
Miss., where he has remained ever since. In the year 1845 he united with the Presbyterian 
church at Bethsalem, Winston county, whence his membership was transferred to Mount 
Moriah church in Newton county, where he was elected and ordained an elder. About the 
year 1867 a Presbyterian church was organized in Garlandsville, Miss., of which he was 
‘one of the orig 
present time. In 1852 he was married to Miss Martha Taylor, of Noxubee county, by 
whom he had two children, the mother passing away in 1857. He was married a second time 
in 1862 to Miss Mary Catherine McCallum, daughther of Judge A. McCallum, of Jasper 
county, by whom he had ten children, eight of whom are still living. In 1847 the Doctor 
joined the Masonic fraternity and was made a Master Mason. In 1800 be was made a Royal 
Arch Mason and has been in good standing ever since. Up to the Civil war he had an exten- 
sive practice, in which he had been eminently successful, both in the practice of medicine 
and surgery. By close attention to his business he had made a considerable competency. 
He owns a valuable plantation, and during the war raised all the supplies he could for the 
Confederate army; also practiced free cf charge in the soldiers’ families. He was a whig in 


inal members; he was also elected elder, which oftice he has filled until the 


politics before the war, but sinee then has voted with the democratic party; has never been 
an aspirant for office. Soon after the Civil war a company of negroes living near Hickory, 
in Newton county, had banded themselves together for the avowed purpose of stealing and 
plundering fromthe whites. A man named Dennis, who had lost some hogs, had taken ‘out 
a writ to arrest the leader of the gang (John Dias), but on going to his house found be was 
“not at home. He with the other men who accompanied him, started home, when to their sur- 
prise they were fired upon by the negroes, who were in ambush. Two men named Dennis 
were killed and two or three wounded. Dr. Bragg was sent for to attend the wounded men, 
but as he, with several others who went out with him as a kind of guard, was riding up to the 
house, they were fired upon by the negroes and several wouuded. This occurred on Sunday 
morning, and during the day there were several tights between different squads of* whites 
and nogroes; several of the latter were killed, and there were about one hundred in arms. By 
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Monday morning the whole county was aroused, and nearly every man was ordered out by 
the sheriff to quell the riot. The Doctor went out with others under a deputy sheriff. They 
arrested two negroes, who were put in jail. There were no negroes killed on Monday. After 
every thing had quieted down General Gillem, who commanded this department, sent out his 
cavalry, and in the dead hour of night arrested the Doctor and several others. They were 
earried to Hickory on a cold, rainy night in Marck, confined in a wet, muddy house without 


a floor, without fire or food, kept there twenty-four hours, then carried to Vicksburg and put 


in prison. Here the Doctor was kept fifty-eight days, tried by a military commission and 
honorably acquitted, some of the best men in the state voluntarily going before the commis- 
sion to testify to his character. In his early days game was abundant in Mississippi. He 
was very fond of hunting, kept a pack of hounds and was considered one of the best shots 
in the county. He still lives on his farm, practicing medicine and farming. 

Daniel A. Love is a man who has attained his present substantial position in life by his 
own indomitable perseverance and energy. His birth occurred in Virginia on March 30, 
1835, to William and Elizabeth (Hannah) Love, natives of Virginia and Kentucky respect- 
ively. William Love was commissioned to raise a company for the War of 1812, which 
he readily did, and was on his way to Yorktown, Va., having reached Staunton, when 
peace was declared. He had one brother, Daniel Love, who served throughout that war and 
made a gallant soldier. The paternal grandparents, Allen and Susan (Creath) Love, were 
Virginians, the former serving throughout the Revolutionary war and dying in his native state 
at the age of eighty-six years, having been an honorable man and a useful member of society. 
Harvey Love, the paternal great-grandfather, was a native of Scotland and was one of the first 
settlers of Jamestown. He was at one time captured by the Indians, but at the end of six 
months managed to make his escape at great risk. He and his descendants were among the 
honored and respected residents of Virginia, as also were the Creaths, many of the maie mem- 
bers of the latter family being ministers of the gospel, mainly of the Baptist denomination. 
Jacob Creath was one of the leaders of the reformation known as the Christian church, was a 
second cousin to the subject of this sketch, his death occurring in Blanchard Springs, Mo., at 
a ripe old age. The celebrated Rolfe family were lineal ancestors of Mr. Love. The latter 
was brought up and received his education in Virginia, but in 1859 came to Mississippi and 
located in Washington county, after having spent about four years traveling in the Western 
states. Ever since that time he has been engaged in planting. Upon the opening of the war 
he dropped his farming implements and in 1861 enlisted in the Confederate army, being in 
company D, of the twenty-eighth Mississippi regiment of cavalry. The company was organ- 
ized in Washington county by Capt. George Blackburn, who was at once made captain and 
continued in command until taken prisoner, at which time Capt. W. E. Hunt was chosen to 
command and continued so to do until the war ended. Mr. Love was in the campaign of 
Georgia, Tennessee and Mississippi and fired the first gun in the siege of Vicksburg. 
Although a private throughout the war he was an unflinching defender of the Southern cause 
and at the time of Lee’s surrender was at Gainesville, Ala. At the close of the war he found 
that the property which he had formerly accumulated had been swept away and he had once 
more to commence anew. He wasted no time in useless repining but at once set himself to 
the task of building up his fallen fortunes and by unswering perseverance has become the 
owner of fifteen hundred acres of land, one thousand of which are under cultivation, he, 
himself, opening three hundred acres. On this place he put about $10,000 worth of improve- 
ments. In 1890, he erected him an elegant home in Greenville at a cost of $7,000, has it 
elegantly furnished, and in this ideal home dispenses hospitality with a liberality unsurpassed. 
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He was married in 1876 to Mrs. Stella Handy, a native of Washington county and a daughter 
of W. R. and Margaret (Tiedaman) Campbell, the birth of the father occurring on Blue Grass 
soil and that of the mother in Pennsylvania. Mr. Campbell was one of the first merchants of 
Vicksburg, was a pioneer settler of Washington county and was one of the largest landowners 
in the county. Their daughter (now Mrs. Love), became the wife of Dr. John Handy, by 
whom she became the mother of one son, J. R. To her and Mr. Love two children have been 
born, Margaret C. and Garnett Reed. Mr. Love, his wife and children are members of the 
Episcopal church and in polities is is a Democrat. He deserves a great deal of credit for the 
admirable way in which he has surmounted the many dithculties that have strewn his path- 
way, for at the close of the war he had nothing save an untarnished record as a brave and 
faithful soldier. Believing that honest toil does not go unrewarded he entered life’s arena 
with a determination to make a success of his life, and time has proved the wisdom of his 
views. He has always been the soul of honor in his business transactions, and he has the 
satisfaction of knowing that the fine property of which he is now the owner has uot yet been 
acquired at the expense of, or by defrauding others. While his youthful education was not 
of the best, he isby no means void of those finer qualities that go to make up a true gentle- 
man, and isa well posted and intelligent man of business and a favorite in social circles. 
He has an ideal home, is devoted to his family and in the home circle is seen at his best. 
DeWitt C. Love was born in Pike county, Miss., August, 7, 1885, and is a son of Jeffer- 
son and Catherine (McLaurin) Love, natives of South Carolina and Mississippi, respectively. 
They had born to them eight children, of whom our subject is the fifth. The father was reared 
to the occupation of a farmer, and received his education in the common schools of Mississippi. 
In about the year 1512, he came with his father, William Love, to Mississippi, and located 
-in Adams county, where he spent a few years; his next place of residence was Pike county, 
and at the age of thirty-five years, he removed to Madison county, where he lived the rest of 
his life; he died in 1868S. His career was one of honest industry and devotion to his family. 
He gave a liberal education to all of his children, a legacy to which there is none of equal 
value. The Love family is of Irish origin, and the McLaurins are of Scotch ancestry. 
DeWitt was reared in Madison county, Miss., to which he was taken in early childhood. He 
received his education at Centenary college, Louisiana, and Wesleyan university, Florence, 
Ala., being graduated from the latter institution in 1856. He then returned to his home, 
and has since been very successfully engaged in agriculture. He recognizes that there is a 
best way to do everything, and the employment of this law has been of great value to him. 
In 1862, he enlisted in the Confederate service, joining company H., Ninth Mississippi vol- 
unteer infantry, and serving until the declaration of peace. He participated in the engage- 
ments of Munfordyille, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge and all the latter 
engagements of the Western army. He was slightly wounded at Murfreesboro, and was ut 
Goldsboro, N. C., at the time of the surrender. Upon his return to his home, he set bravely 
to work to rebuild his shattered fortunes. The truly courageous spirit exhibited by the sons 
of the South at this trying time is worthy of all praise. In 1887, Mr. Love was solicited by 
his friends to become a candidate for the office of sheriff of the county, which he consented 
to do; he was elected, and carried on the business of the office with such universal satisfaction 
that he was re-elected to the office, of which he is the present incumbent. He owns twen- 
ty-four hundred acres of land on Silver creek, in the northern part of the county, six hundred 
acres being under cultivation. He was married in 1859 to Miss Mary Brown, a Mississip- 
pian, and a daughter of James and Mary (Montgomery) Brown, also of Mississippi. Mrs. 
Love died in 1862, leaving one child, Katie, the deceased wife of Dr. C. S. Hudson. Mr, 
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Love was married a second time in 1865 to Mate L. Alexander, of Madison county, Miss., a 
daughter of A. and Emma (Lyon) Alexander. Her father was a native of Mississippi, and 
her mother was born in Liverpool, England. Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Love: Emma L., Hugh M., Ada, Franklin J. and De Witt. The daughters are attending 
school at Staunton, Va., and all the children will be given a thorough education. The parents 
are members of the Presbyterian church, of which Mr. Love is an elder. He is one of Yazoo 
county’s best citizens, is thoroughly refined, public-spirited and charitable, and an ornament 
to any community. 

Among the enterprising and substantial citizens of Oktibbeha county stands the name of 
Capt. J. E. Love, who owes his nativity to the Palmetto state, his birth occurring in 1534. 
His parents, James H. and Sarah (Bowen) Love, are both natives of that state, the father 
born in 1803. The latter was early taught the duties of the farm and agricultural pursuits 
was his chosen occupation through life. He received a common English education and when 
twenty-one years of age began the struggle of life for himself. When twenty-five years of 
age he married Miss Sarah Bowen, a native of York county, born in 1808S. In 1842 they 
removed to Choctaw county, Miss., and reached their destination in 1843, the trip occupying 
abont four weeks. They made the journey in carryalls and wagons and camped each night. 
There were two families in the company, James H. Love and a brother William, and includ- 
ing the slaves they brought with them there were about fifty individuals in all. James H. pur- 
chased about four hundred acres of land, seventy-five acres under cultivation and the remainder 
in timberland. He and wife became the parentsof six children, who are named in the order of 
their births as follows: Joseph E., Nancy E., widow of J. K. Thompson, of Oktibbeha 
county, Miss.; William, farmer of Reno county, Kan.; Mary, wifeof E. KX. Hillyer, of Mont- 
calm, Tex., a hardware merchant; Sarah, wife of E. S. Drain, a farmer of Ware, Choctaw 
county, Miss., and Frances, widow of A. 8. Robinson, of Oktibbeha county. James H. Love 
died in 1884, but his wife had died previously, in 1862. Both had been members of the Pres- 
byterian church from youth, and Mr. Love was a ruling elder for over fifty years. He became 
quite wealthy, but the emancipation proclamation destroyed his wealth. He died at the age of 
eighty-three years. His father, Richard Love, was born in Chester county, 8. C., in 1768 
and was of Irish descent. He was a prosperous farmer and accumulated considerable wealth, 
being the owner of a great many slaves at the time of his death. His father (great grand- 
father of subject) was a shoemaker, and represented Chester district in the legislature. 
While a member of that body he wore a jeans overcoat and the buttons on the same he had 
but from leather. Richard Love died in Chester county in 1842. He married a Miss Love 
not a relative, however,) and the fruits of this union were eight children: Benjamin, James, 
William, Jobn, Marion, Amaziah, and two others whose names are forgotten. Captain Love's 
maternal grandparents, Joseph and Naney (Roberts) Bowen, were both of York district, S. 
C., and the grandfather was of Welsh descent. They were the parents of eight children: 
Sarah, James, Edie, Eunice, William, Seth and John (twins) and Naney. Joseph Bowen 
was quite a well-to-do farmer and died in 1850 when about seventy-two or three years of age. 
His widow followed him to the grave about six years later when about the sameage. Joseph 
was the son of Samuel Bowen, a soldier of the Revolution, as were also his seven brothers. 
The boyhood of Capt. J. E. Love was spent in Choctaw county and there he received a fair 
English education, principally in boarding schools. When twenty-one years of age he began 
for himself as an agriculturist, farming on land he had just purchased in Choctaw county, 
and on the 27th of July, 1865, Miss Mattie W. Robinson, a native of Fairfield county, S. C., 
born in 1849, and the daughter of Alexander and Permelia (Estes) Robinson, became his 
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wife. Her parents were natives also of Fairfield district, the father born in 1819 and the 
mother in 1827. They were married on the 30th of August, 1542. Alexander was the son 
of John and Lucretia (Mobly) Robinson and one of eight children, who are named as follows: 
Mary, Nancy, Eliza, John A., Sivilla, Margaret, Alexander and Samuel. Alexander and Per- 
melia (Estes) Robinson were the parents of fifteen children, of whom the following are still 
living: Sarah, wife of Amos Estes; Mattie W., wife of subject; Pernecy, wife of William 
Love; W. Clyde, a merchant of Waco, Tex., and Walter F., a farmer of Kansas. Capt. J. 
E. Love’s marriage was blessed by the birth of ten children: Eloise, wifeof James E. Glad- 
ney, of Osborne, Miss., astockdealer; Sarah, wife of E. C. Nance, of Lowndes county; James 
A., a farmer of Osborne, Miss.; Joseph E.; William C., Robert S., Edwin, John, and Ida and 
Ada (twins). Captain Love removed from Choctaw to Oktibbeha county in 1878, purchased 
five hundred acres of land where he now resides, and a balf interest in a section of land in 
Kansas. His principal productions are corn, cotton and sweet potatoes. He raises cattle, 


- horses and mules for market, besides a considerable number of sheep. His cattle are princi- 


pally thoroughbred and grade Jerseys. Captain Love is a Mason, a member of the Farmers’ 
Alliance, of which he is lecturer, and he and Mrs. Love are members of the Presbyterian 
church. The captain was elected a member of the board of supervisors in 1585, and held 
the office for four years, being re-elected in 1857. During the last term he was president of 
the board, but declined to run for re-election. On the 5th of May, 1861, Captain Love 
enlisted in company I, Fifteenth Mississippi infantry as a private, served in that capacity about 
twelve months, when he had his right arm shattered by a minieball at Fishing Creek. He 
was discharged as disabled, but after remaining at home eight months he enlisted as a private 
in Ford’s company, Perrin’s regiment and Ferguson’s brigade. He was elected leutenant 
soon after the company went out and was soon after promoted to captain of the same, filling 
that position witil the close of the war. He was engaged in the battle of Fishing Creek, 
then in all the engagements from Dalton to Atlanta, when General Sherman started on his 
march to the sea. His brigade was thrown against Sherman’s rear and there was some sharp 
fighting done. Afterward he was in the Savannah engagement. He was paroled near 
Washington, Ga., after which he immediatly returned home and began anew as an agricultur- 
ist. His daughter, Eloise, who married James E. Gladney, became the mother of three chil- 
dren by this union: Frank and Walter (twins) and Eunice. Thus for three generations 
twins have been born in the family, never more than one pair and never a pair of both sexes. 
Captain Love remembers very distinctly the trip his parents made from South Carolina to 
Choctaw county, Miss., and how he thoroughly enjoyed it. He also remembers that the night 
they camped below Starkville, a slight earthquake occurred, sufficiently severe to crack a 
brick church in that town. ; 

Richard Love was born in Nashville, Tenn., April 11, [S44, the third in a family of ten 
children of Charles I. and Julia (Shrewsbury) Love. His father was a native of Virginia, 
his mother of Kentucky. His paternal grandfather moved from Virginia to middle 
Tennessee at an early date and was one of the pioneers in that part of the country, living in 
a tent until he could build houses for himself and workmen. His maternal grandparents 
were among the early settlers in Kentucky. His parents were married, and lived and ended 
their days in Dyer county, Tenn. His father was a turfman, owning some of the best 
blooded horses in that part of the country so noted for swift racers. He took great pride in 
the breeding of that class of stock as well as iu its improvement. He was an expert rider 
and driver, and was a practical farmer and stockman. He died in Dyer county, Tenn., in 
1890, and his wife in same county in 1879. He was a member of the Masonie fraternity, 
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and a liberal contributor to all worthy purposes In business he was honorable and enter- 
prising, and in his social relations he was noted for his hospitality, while his generosity was 
proverbial among all classes of men. Richard Love, our subject, enlisted in 1561) in 
company C, of the Twenty-seventh Tennessee infantry, under the command of Col. Kit 
Williams of Memphis. This regiment formed part of Cheatham’s division of the army of 
Tennessee. Mr. Love participated in the battles of Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Prairieville 
and Richmond. He was wounded at Prairieville, receiving a gunshot in the thigh which 
confined him to the hospital for about four months. After his exchange at Vicksburg (for 
he also had an experience as prisoner-of war), he enlisted in company D, of the Eighteenth 
Mississippi cavalry battalion, under Colonel Chalmers. He was in the fight at Memphis 
under General Forrest, and in various other skirmishes, serving till the close of the war, when 
he was paroled at Gainesville, Ala. During the period of the-war he had found time and 
opportunity to get married, taking for his wife Anna EK. McKinzie, daughter of Capt. L. T. 
McKinzie, with whom he became acquainted while being cared for at her father’s house asa 
wounded soldier. After peace was declared he returned home, where he bought land and 
engaged in planting and stockraising, which he has continued successfully to the present 
time. Mr. and Mrs. Love have had seven children, all of whom are dead with the single 
exception of one son—Richard, the youngest. Mr. Love owns twelve hundred acres of 
land, about one-fourth of which is under cultivation. He pays considerable attention to 
stockraising, breeding and placing on the market a large number of horses and mules. 

Col. William S. Lovell traces his ancestry back through five generations to John Lovell, 
of Scotland, who was born in the year 1683. His son, who also bore the name of John, was 
born in 1710, and was married to Abigail Green, whose son, James S. Lovell, born in 1737, 
married Mary Middleton. Their son, James 8. Lovell, was born in 1762, and upon reaching 
manhood was married to Miss Deborah Gorham, who bore hima son they named Joseph. 
The latter was born in 1788, and upon attaining mature years was united in marriage to 
Miss Margaret Mansfield. He was a physician by calling, and was surgeon-general of the 
United States army, which office was created for him. Between the 6th of September and 
the 17th of October, 1836, he and his wife both died, leaving a family of eleven children to 
fight the battle of life for themselves. The mother traced her ancestry back through six 
generations to Richard Mansfield, of Exeter, England, who settled in Boston in 1639. 
William S. Lovell, son of Dr. Joseph and Margaret (Mansfield) Lovell, was born in Wash- 
ington, D. C., in November, 1829, and after the death of his parents removed to Hudson, N. 
Y., with an aunt, he having no living male relatives, to his knowledge. He attended various 
schools until fitted for college, and in 1845 entered Williamstown college, of Williamstown, 
Mass. Being possessed with a great desire to enter the navy, he, in 1846, left college and 
went to New York city to work for his appointment, and although vacancies were few and 
applicants numerous (there being only eight of the former and two thousand of the latter) he 
was not discouraged, for at that time appointments were made upon the strength of the 
endorsements. It took him about one year to make his’ influence sutliciently felt to secure 
his appointment, and in the meantime he did not idle away his time, but was in the employ 
of a wholesale drug house, where his personal worth made itself so conspicuous that he 
was promoted over older clerks to a responsible position. In November, 1547, he was 
appointed a midshipman in the United States army, and ordered to report at the naval 
academy, and in December of that year he was ordered to the storeship, Fredonia, at New 
York city. He was soon afterward detached and ordered to the sloop-of-war, Decatur, at 
Boston, on which vessel he sailed to the coast of Africa, in February, L848, during which 
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cruise he touched at Liberia, Madeira, the Cape Verd islands, Santa Cruz and other ports, 
and returned to the United States in I549, landing at Portsmouth, N. H. Here he was 
detached on leave of absence, and in May, 1850, volunteered as an officer in the expedition 
in which Henry Grinnell, of New York, was fitting out to search for Sir John Franklin. 
Under command of Lieutenant De Haven, he sailed as second ofticer of the brig, Advance, 
from New York, May 23. In September, 1850, his vessel was frozen in the ice, and during 
the two hundred and sixty-six days that they were in this difficulty, they drifted eleven hun- 
dred miles, at the end of which time they were released. Mr. Lovell’s next cruise was to 
South America in the storeship, Relict. In June, 1853, he passed his examination at 
Annapolis as midshipman, taking an even hundred in seamanship, and ranking fifth in his 


class. The following letter explains itself: 
Navy DEPARTMENT, June 6, 1857. 


I certify that it appears from the rolls forwarded to this department from the naval academy, under 
date of June 10, 1853, that William S. Lovell, United States navy, at his final examination for promotion, 
stood No. 1 in seamanship, having received the maximum that could be reached in that branch. 

CHARLES WELCH, Chief Clerk. 

After this Mr. Lovell took a short cruise on the Princeton, of the eastern squadron; in the 
latter part of 1853 was detached from the Princeton and ordered to the brig Bainbridge, on 
which he sailed for South America, returning January, 1855. Dr. Kane had returned to the 
Arctic regions and when Mr. Lovell arrived home from South America an expedition was 
being equipped for his search and Mr. Lovell volunteered as one of the officers of the expedi- 
tion; he was selected by the secretary of the navy as one of a board of three to pur- 
chase vessels for said expedition, which was commanded by Lieutenant Hartstene, United 
States navy, Mr. Lovell going as master and executive officer. They sailed from New 
York with the Release and the consort Arctic, and went as far north as seventy-eight 
degrees and thirty-two minutes. They were successful in their search and returned with 
the Doctor amid the rejoicings of the people. In recognition of his services in the two 
expeditions he made, he received from Queen Victoria, through Lord Napier, two medals 
and one from the English residents of New York city. September 15, 1855, Mr. 
Lovell was commissioned a master and next day was commissioned lieutenant, receiving 
the commissions from passed midshipman to lieutenant in one envelope. In June, 1858, 
he married Miss Antonia Quitman, the accomplished daughter of Gen. John A. Quitman 
of Natchez, Miss. He did not remain long in the navy after his marriage. His last 
cruise was made to Pensacola, Fla.; on his return to Washington leave of absence was 
granted him; he resigned from the navy in May, 1859, and retired to private life and com- 
menced planting in Mississippi. Mr. Lovell has in his possession letters and indorsements 
from many of his old commanders and other prominent men of the highest character. His 
experience in the way of planting was begun with his brother Joseph and resulted very 
successfully. At the opening of the recent war Mr. Lovell raised a company at Natchez 
(Quitman’s light artillery), of which he was chosen captain. He was ordered to Pensacola 
under Bragy; he was soon detached from his command and was made chief of harbor police 
with four vessels under his command. He was soon after promoted to the rank of major and 
was subsequently ordered to New Orleans, where he was made lieutenant-colonel of the 
Twenty-second Louisiana regiment, serving on the staff of General Lovell, his brother, as 
ordnance officer. He had charge of fitting up the river defense vessels, constructed rafts, 
ete., and carried on extensively all branches in the ordnance department at and near that 
port, which required no little judgment and skill. After the fall of New Orleans Colonel 
Lovell was made inspector-general on General Pemberton’s staff, with headquarters at 
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Vicksburg, but after the capture of that city he did duty under General Johnston for a short 
while. Colonel Lovell was urged by Mr. Mallory, secretary of the Confederate states navy, 
to take command of a vessel, which he declined; his love for his old calling returned to him 
and he went out of the harbor of Wilmington, N. C., in 1864, through a fleet of United 
States vessels—a daring thing to do—to take command of a blockade runner. He went to 
Bermuda and Halifax, but found no vessel at either place for him, so he went to Mngland. 
He was there examined and was commissioned by the London board of trade as master. He 
was six months endeavoring to get a vessel ready for blockade running, but before he succeeded 
in accomplishing his purpose the fortunes of the Confederacy waned and her flag went down 
at Appomattox. He returned to the United States. 

Gathering up his family at Columbia, 8. C., on his way home, he returned to Natchez, 
Miss., and with his brother began gathering up the remnants of the wreck which the war had 
made of their magnificent property. After the death of his brother in 1869, the manage- 
ment of this plantation was left entirely in the hands of Colonel Lovell. In 1874 he extended 
his interests, and for six years held the second place as the largest cotton planter in the 
United States. He is quite an extensive raiser of corn, as well as cotton, and his plantations 
are probably the finest in Warren county, very little of which is overflowed during the 
extremely high water period. He has control of three thousand acres of open land, and pays 
taxes on fifty-five hundred acres. His family consists of three sons and two daughters. His 
eldest son, John Q., is paymaster in the United States navy; William 8. is in the grain busi- 
ness in Birmingham, Ala.; Antonia Q. and Rosalie D. spent the most of their time with their 
mother in their mountain home in Tennessee, and Joseph M. is a medical student in Tulane 
university, New Orleans. Colonel Lovell has never interested himself in politics, has never 
voted but three times in his life, and the only political office he ever held was postmaster of 
Palmyra, and that was in connection with his store. He is justly proud of his record as a 
naval officer. He commanded three United States steamers before he was twenty-nine years 
old. He was not quite twenty-six when he received orders to command the United States 
steamer Engineer. On several occasions his vessels were called upon to make ready for 
the president and his cabinet when they wished to make some little excursion. He possesses 
a wide acquaintance and counts his friends by the score, many of whom are eminent states- 
men of this country? Since the year 1847, with the exception of the five years during the 
war, he has kept a diary of his everyday doings which, owing to the eventful life he has led, 
is a very interesting and instructive one. Colonel Lovell is five feet ten and one-half inches 
in hight, weighs about one hundred and seventy-five pounds, and is of florid complexion. 
He possesses very decided views on all important questions of the day, and is a very superior 
man intellectually. His success in life, in the different callings which he has followed, and 
the high position he has attained as a civilian, have been attained rather by the force of 
native talent and culture than by tact. 

Ezekiel Lovett, merchant, Walthall, Miss., is a descendant of one of the first settlers of 
Webster county, Miss., his grandfather, David Lovett, having located there at a very early 
date, when bear, deer, panthers and wolves were plentiful. The grandfather came originally 
from Lincoln county, Tenn., located at Jackson, Miss., before the erection of that city, but 
only remained there a short time, when he went to Alabama. He afterward returned to Mis- 
sissippi about 1832, and died in what is now Webster county. He was a farmer, and had 
followed that occupation all his life. His son, John Lovett, was born in Tennessee in 1SUS, 
went with his parents to Alabama, and was married in that state, when eighteen years of 
age, to Miss Margaret Bryant, a native of Alabama, born in LS1O. In 1833 Mr. Lovett went 
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to Choctaw county (now Webster), settled in the woods on Shootesuppeau creek, and im- 
proved a good farm, following the occupation of a farmer, like his father before him. His 
death occurred in that county in 1867, and his wife only survived him until 1877. Both 
were members of the Primitive Baptist church. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity. 
To their marriage were born eleven children, eight of whom were reared to maturity and six 
now living, all daughters but Ezekiel. The latter’s only brother, David, enlisted in the 
Thirty-first Mississippi regiment during the Civil war, and diced while in service. Our sub- 
ject’s maternal grandfather, John Bryant, was a native of Ireland. where he learned the 
blacksmith trade when quite young. He was persecuted for supposed participation in the 
wars there, and about 1795 he came to the United States. He was married in Alabama and 
lived there until 1559, when he came to Mississippi, aud died in Choctaw (now Webster) 
county. Ezekiel Lovett was born in Choctaw (now Webster) county in IS4S, and was reared 
on the farm and attended the common schools at leisure times, where he received a very 
limited education. In 1873 Miss Louisa Kimzey, daughter of Johu Kimzey, of North Caro- 
lina, became his wife. Her father moved from the Old North state to what is now Lee 
county, Miss., followed planting, and received his last summons in Lafayette county. Mrs. 
Lovett was a member of the Baptist church, and died in 1SS5, leaving one child: John L. 
Mr. Lovett’s second marriage was in 1554, to Miss Martha Susan Taylor, a native of Mont- 
gomery county, Miss., and daughter of William Taylor, who was a farmer, and who died in 
Montgomery county in 1882. To Mr. and Mrs Lovett has been born one daughter: Alice L. 
Mr. Lovett resided on the old farm until 1SS4, and then removed to Walthall, where, in con- 
nection with merchandising, he carried on a small farm. He is the owner of three hundred 
and sixty-seven acres of land, all the fruits of his own exertions. and as a citizen and neighbor 
is esteemed and respected. He isa member of the Adelphian lodge No. 174, at Walthall, 
and was mayor of that city for some time; also a member of the Missionary Baptist church. 
Dr. Edmund F. Lowe, a well-known physician and cotton planter of Hinds and Copiah 
counties, Miss., was born in Copiah county in 1827, a son of Daniel and Tabitha B. Lowe, 
the former of whom was a son of Daniel, Sr., and Mary (Lowe) Lowe, who were cousins. 
They were of an early family of South Carolina, and moved to Georgia about the year 1500 
and thence to the state of Mississippi in 1812, where the rest of their days were spent. They 
were of English descent. Daniel Lowe, Jr., was born in the state of Georgia in 1802, was 
exceptionally well educated for his day and for many years was engaged in teaching school, 
in which he met with remarkable success. He came to Mississippi with his parents in LS12 
and located in Covington county, where he was married in [S22, to Miss Tabitha B. Noble, a 
daughter of Stephen F. and Sarah Noble, who belonged to a very old and prominent family 
of this state. In [8250 Mr. Lowe moved to that portion of the state which is now Copiah 
county, where he became a successful cottou planter. He died in 1546 a worthy member of 
the Baptist church, of which his wife was alsoa member. To bis union the following 
children were born, Aaron B. (deceased); John C., who was a graduate of Jefferson Medical 
college of Philadelphia; Daniel B. L., who was killed at the battle of Wilderness, Va.: Anna 
L., wife of J. W. W. Spencer (deceased); Sarah E., wife of Pheling MeCalif (deceased); 
Margaret E., wife of E. Massey; Malora J., wife of W. M. Robertson: Maury, the deceased 
wife of William Cullage, and Dr. Edmund F. The latter received his education in Louisville, 
Ky., and in 1848 graduated from a medical institution of that place. The following winter 
he attended lectures in New Orleans, and has since often attended lectures there in order to 
keep posted in his profession. As soon as he graduated he commenced practicing in his pro- 
fession in Copiah county, a calling he has since actively followed, but is at present doing but 
‘ 


vans AVVBEAAL AO ORRIOMR 





































coi ban deo nieqgemdood@ o& ehoow wilt oi balitea eretaddW hails on nd 
AH atd vAoled qedhet rid oofit sda a Yo Hoimynsso af? guiiwollot art} Oo 
Hoth Pe Tien mid bevivue ylno sige ail haa TORD nt yianod tad? ul ber 
linet ool, odd lo iden ae aE tors Jeliquall ovitinind alt Wo ons 
ce bid yoni oO} berioy owl sodie Iodtyie jaehitile gerslo mod sie owt 3 
mS nt hoteiloo Dively awittow! ghey etepiad al . Soules” dod moiitganb ie y 
(ie nQ erro ni obtilye beth fae ciow fini alr ganesh sgeemiget ieyeylnerdon 
Wi! forwiel of ovedw Donk lo wit aw ytonyt adel ediathaary Tam 
adi ci holmgieiey busugqie sol hutiweeq enw eR gato ois oedw obey 
hus oomdalh ot Daroan eaw oll ote fee obhat saiag oil CUTT Nircolis. oe 
Linteds 7 wou) watood wi boil Iuis iqgyieaieeit of ampo of nwodlw OGAT Tite 
herter «ow hun SLT at giosoo (egadaW yeou) yetvod® af wid enw Hover 
reyon bevrees ed cule ser Saadeh tn. elootse aounnor add Bebastia foetsi 
ont’) Magt lo .yesati7 udol. Ye — (oun tetod wel RT RD oT aebde 
ml wom «i Imlw Gt. ola dio AIO add quest Daven wedtel aE eli aid a 
mit Qiu» otorelad of agomeniedanh aid hovisogt bak yoWaslg bowollel , 
T wilol phlide aco yaivoel £eO! wi bulb foe leeds deitq a ott Yo aedoubas: a 
vl Yo wan 6 sobwT coset wdbigo Mh ll ot AAP of enw ogee: pes: 
ni bel olw bas soars) « anwule GohgeT aailliW iW toldguel Has ; welll 
CeotléA co ityonk ono sod seed eal tei doll haat oT REAL mt are, 
uo Hi wow ladle Wy of leven adden Cr Tide il flo olf iro bobsiangy 
Peotharal nenlt le wowe wll a oh ted Tieate » ao Betis ol gaieihandyeame 
zien bos wesitio «es fave “wooueawdent to aie-edt Tip oat oy eotoe may 
Jatin’ ds da) woombel wedgtebs: ad) Yo chan a 6 OA Batoodhas boa 
nid Juidtt vrnocdeat hl old } He ‘sane Sane i omit. pag eee wed pile p 


* 


Aiiqed bee'abrtlt lo tohinld goros, Dau aabe dey swondtlow i ewok The 


. + x 


wwe 4 wilttidaT bow forint Wo coe a Se) ot ee diiepo im aio wAW 4 ale 
eitininos wie Ofive .wwod) (awa dk) eel. hoo, Jeet lo now A ape? rncothy lo | 
(HME vy at wilt Jods Sih 40 oo Devote tao solo athnn® Yo cfienn} qiihe 1b los 
vat" hyn ew wYRD I (LP Ses dean eed areadien 2 Deeb eat nyqieeieenlt To ode wilt od f 
aw (ot neyteek) ly ohile ude god ew I eel doiantl towel et 


) i bounced sw aie, que eh hee gb shliol bethaibs Tew vi 
i wi | iw ippiostd BE ak sano WH eaecne oftinbumet dive fim ed 


ove QT witrictet il wt SSA) at bere enw ad etddw polos nofyniveD aie 
bissnen Ewen ( fete bdo voy atcod beryeeshorl dita yoidore nainet fia | vite 
ibnicnt) wry  *oul’r obote ced foe gop i Halil dayvens wwe rei Gert iy! hah 
ai beth abl aniunlysiebes teeaewodk b Sernosd od etediaes 4 
watevriad dt if mins aul of yepel net mt vowle em oliw etd doulw Yo doris ep 
otal en iG tn otnohwem «ate owe) date ot beaotath 2D po k caied Tene 
aT wohl by abltlmd alt de halle aaw dei yal 20 beta wide oh atieh 
rmvb) TiteJoif yarlodd lw oftw !l deme) (beegapeb) mong WOW |b low 
Lincatnimel ol it sobmedl We Ww to tiw . L. wiotelt > yoweslt’ OF Yo att rc ae 
Hiteiwal of avinsoube cil bovivuss with ad? A bam nC bu soetlo aay iW 
solaiw mazda) oll oon ({ tod} lo mulMiient Inoibya o mort betenhory Chet at hes A 
val funder nes oto auaie ded Bos nel wre i aveniongl Ds bassin a ; 
ony sd ot Quien, lenin ead hoton faery orth est roa ak fOham Og ell am f y 


F ial 
b epeobefaroturey da at dared dow vvrcyd bes) dlovidias soasiee mica ad yuillas “ Spinies Jaigod Uj 
’ : 


+ 


wa .% ibe 44 eypenal’d erin 


s 


1156 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


s 
little riding, his local practice fully occupying his time. He was married in 1549, to Miss 
Margaret C. McNeil, a daughter of Hector and Elizabeth McNeil, who originally came from 
South Carolina, and their union resulted in the birth of three children, all now deceased. 
After the death of his first wife, Dr. Lowe was again married, in 1858, to Miss Emily M. 
Peyton, eldest daughter of ex-Chief Justice E. G. and Arta M. G. (Patton) Peyton, by whom 
he is the father of the following children: Edmund P., a practicing physician in Colorado, 
graduated from the literary department at the University of Mississippi at Oxford and in 
medicine at New Orleans in 1885, and received a government appointment under President 
Cleveland as surgeon of the Ute reservation in Colorado, in February, 1886; Ephraim N., a 
practicing physician, also in Colorado, graduated from the Mississippi university and from 
the New Orleans Medical college in 1887; Emily P., is the wife of M. L. Ford, of Hinds 
county, Miss.; Arta M. G. is the wife of Frank Dains, of Colorado, and Anna L., wife of 
Charles Farrer, of Colorado. Dr. Lowe comes of a fine family, is a well educated gentleman 
on all subjects, but is especially well posted and competent in his profession, his success as a 
practitioner of the healing art being truly wonderful. He is deservedly proud of the career 
of his sons, who are becoming eminent in their professions, and are thoroughly posted and 
up with the times in every respect. 

James M. Lowe is the proprietor of the popular and admirably kept hostelry, the Pioneer 
hotel of Harriston, Miss. His native state is the Old Dominion, his birth occurring in 
Westmoreland county on the 17th of June, 1837. His father was also a Virginian by birth 
and there was united in marriage to Elizabeth W. Straughan, daughter of the Rev. Samuel 
Straughan, who was an eminent divine of the Baptist church. Mrs. Lowe was born and 
reared in Virginia and after her marriage to Mr. Lowe they resided in Westmoreland county 
until the death of the latter, which occurred in the month of August, 1837, the subject of 
this sketch being an infant at that time. Mr. Lowe, Sr., was a shipcarpenter by trade and 
followed that calling with fair success until his demise. He was a man strictly honorable in 
every respect and was one of the substantial citizens of the locality in which he resided. 
Upon being left a widow Mrs. Lowe removed to Northumberland county, where she reared 
her family, which consisted of two sons, the elder (A. J. Lowe) being a minister of the Baptist 
chureh until his death in 1865. In Northumberland county James M. Lowe grew to mature 
years, receiving a fair academic education. In 1857, with a view to bettering his financial 
prospects, he came west to Mississippi and for a few years followed the occupation of teaching 
school in Jefferson county, but upon the opening of the war he dropped the ferrule to take up 
arms in defense of the Confederate cause, becoming a member of the army in August, 161. 
He first joined the Seventh Mississippi infantry, but was soon after transferred to the Jeffer- 
son light artillery, in which command he remained until the fall of 1862, when he was 
discharged for disability and returned to the state of hisadoption. After regaining his health 
he re-enlisted in the Fourteenth Confederate cavalry and was appointed to the position of 
sergeant-major, in which capacity he served until taken prisoner on the Ist of April, 1864. 
He was kept in captivity until after the close of the war, during which time he was in seven 
different Northern prisons. He took an active part in many important engagements and at 
all times displayed great faithfulness to the cause he espoused, and undaunted courage. 
After the termination of the war he returned to Jefferson county to once more resume the 
duties of a civilian’s life and as a means of livelihood took up the occupation of farming, a 
calling he followed for a number of years. He spent the year of 1867 in Bolivar county, but 
in 1878 he moved to Natchez, where he clerked for several years. From that city he removed 
to Harriston in 18538, locating on land where the town is situated, he being one of the very 
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first settlers of the region. He erected the first storehouse in the place. In 1855 he unfort- 
unately lost his buildings by fire, but he soon after erected his present hotel building and has 
since given his time and attention to the livery business and to keeping a first-class hotel, 
the latter being situated near the depot and commanding a large patronage from the traveling 
public. When the town was incorporated in 1885 Mr. Lowe was elected the first mayor, and 
while serving in this capacity showed that he had the interests of the town deeply at heart. 
When in his twenty-first year he was married in this county to Miss Jane Pearcefield, 
who was then in her sixteenth year, a daughter of James B. Pearcefield, who was a 
native of the state of Kentucky. Mrs. Lowe was born and reared in Jefferson county and 
has borne her husband one son: James M., Jr., who is now a young man of eighteen 
years. Mr. Lowe is a Royal Arch mason, a member of the Knights of Honor and approves 
of the majority of secret organizations. As a business man he possesses ability of a high 
order, and as a landlord is hospitable, courteous and obliging, his guests receiving the kindest 
attention at his hands. ? 

Lowrey and Berry. Gen. M. P. Lowrey was born in McNairy county, Tenn., December 
29, 1828. His father died when he was a child. As the son of a poor widow he worked 
very hard in his boyhood and had no school advantages. At nineteen he went with a com- 
pany of Mississippi volunteers to the Mexican war, but reached Mexico only a short time 
before the war closed. On his return from Mexico he learned the trade of a brickmason. 
At twenty-one he was married to Sarah R. Holmes, of Tishomingo county, Miss. Having 
made a profession of religion at seventeen, at twenty-four he entered the Baptist ministry. 
He gave himself earnestly to private study and soon became known as a young preacher of 
unusual promise. When the war of the secession came on he was pastor of the Baptist 
church at Kossuth, Miss. Early in the contest a company of volunteers was made up from 
his neighbors and church members and he was elected captain. He then enlisted in the 
Confederate service and was soon afterward made colonel of the Thirty-second Mississippi 
regiment. He was noted for his bravery on the field and for his good judgment everywhere. 
His soldiers loved him devotedly and would follow him anywhere. At the battle of Perry- 
ville, Ky., he commanded Wood’s brigade, and attracted special attention by his gallant 
leadership. Here he received a severe flesh wound in his left arm which disabled him for 
some weeks, but which was the only wound he ever received. At the battle of Chickamauga 
he again commanded Wood's brigade, and after this battle General Cleburne pronounced 
him “the bravest man in the Confederate army.” After this battle he was made a brigadier- 
general, and Lowrey’s brigade could always be depended on. He frequently commanded 
a division and always acquitted himself with credit. Notwithstanding the fact that he was a 
military officer he did a great deal of preaching. After the war-he was heard to say that he 
thought he did as much good preaching during the years of his soldier life as during any 
other equal number of years. When he returned from the war he was honored throughout 
the South, and especially throughout Mississippi. He returned to his work as a preacher. 
He had a family of nine children and nothing on which to support or educate them. He 
bought a small farm on credit and by wise management soon paid it out. He was made 
state evangelist, and held meetings in many parts of the state, reorganizing the churches and 
encouraging the people. During his absence from home the affairs of the farm and family 
were managed by his wise and noble wife. He was frequently urged to enter the arena of 
politics, but he always refused. At one time he was urged to run for governor, at another 
for congress, and at another for the United States senate, but he was steadfast in his purpose 
and continued his work as a preacher. For seven years he was editor of the Mississippi 
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department of The Baptist, published by tha Rev. J. R. Graves, D. D., of Memphis, Tenn. 
He stood very high as a writer on religious subjects, and his services were sought by a num- 
ber of religious papers. In 1573 he founded the Blue Mountain Female institute, which 
was chartered in 1877 as Blue Mountain Female college. and which is now one of the most 
prosperous female schools in the South. He was president of this institution for twelve 
years. He was also for ten years in succession elected president of the Mississippi Baptist 
state convention. On February 27, 1855, he dropped dead in the depot at Middleton, Tenn. 
His last will and testament, written shortly before his death, closed with the following 
words: “I subseribe myself the friend of all humanity and the humble servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Mrs. Sarah Holmes Lowrey was born in McNairy county, Tenn., in 182S. 
Her educational advantages were limited, but she was a young woman of great good sense. At 
twenty-one years of ageshe was married to M. P. Lowrey. General Lowrey was often heard 
to say that half his success in life was due to his wife. She has reared six sons and five 
daughters, all of whom are still living, well educated, prosperous and influential. She has 
always been noted for wisdom, patience, industry, strong Christian character. At sixty-five 
years of age she is still healthy and full of energy. Her distinguished husband had great 
confidence in her judgment. He was heard to say late in his life that he had never departed 
from her advice without afterward coming to see that she was right. Upon his death he 
left his property all to her, subject to her disposal. During the war she was as brave at 
home as he was on the battlefield, and as much respected by her children as he was by his 
soldiers. Mrs. Modena Lowrey Berry, eldest daughter of Gen. M. P. Lowrey, graduated at 
sixteen from Stonewall college, Ripley, Miss.; taught several years at the Baptist Female 
seminary, Pontotoc, Miss.; for the last eighteen years she has been lady principal of Blue 
Mountain Female college; married, 1877, to Rev. W. E. Berry, A.M. Mrs. Maggie Lowrey 
Anderson, second daughter of Gen. M. P. Lowrey, graduated from the Baptist Female sem- 
inary, Pontotoc, Miss.,in 1573: married.in IS75 to Rev. J. D. Anderson, A. M. Mrs. Janie 
Lowrey Graves, third daughter of Gen. M. P. Lowrey, graduated from Blue Mountain 
Female college in 1875; married 1S76 to Rey. John W. Sanford, A. B., who died one year later; 
teacher in Blue Mountain Female college 1S77 to 1881. In 1881 went to San Francisco as a 
missionary to the Chinese; in 1SS7 went as a missionary to Canton, China; in 1890 married to 
Rev. R. H. Graves, D. D., of Canton, China. Mrs. Linnie Lowrey Ray, fourth daughter of Gen. 
M. P. Lowrey, graduated from Blue Mountain Female college in 1S7S; married to Rey. L. T. 
Ray, 1881, who died in 1855; teacher of music for the past six years in Blue Mountain Female 
college. Rey. W. T. Lowrey, A. M., D. D., educator and Baptist minister, eldest son of Gen. M. 
P. Lowrey, born 1858; worked on farm until sixteen; attended Blue Mountain Male academy 
two years; graduated from Mississippi college, Clinton, Miss.,in 1S81; attended Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, Ky., from I8SL to 1885; accepted presidency of 
Blue Mountain Female college in 1885, Blue Mountain, Tippah county, Miss., where his 
labors for six years past have been attended with great success; married in 1SS6 to Miss Theo- 
dosia Searcy, daughter of Rev. J. B. Searcy, D. D., of Arkansas. Mark Booth Lowrey, son 
of Gen. M. P. Lowrey: born 1860; educated at Blue Mountain Male academy and Missis- 
sippi college; studied law, but did not like the practice; traveling salesman for F. M. Swift 
& Co., tobacconists, Memphis, Tenn.; married, 1550, to Miss Pattie Lowry, Forest, Miss. 
Perrin Holmes Lowrey, lawyer at Batesville, Miss., son of Gen. M. P. Lowrey: born IS60; grad- 
uated from Mississippi college, [S82; has been editor of Batesville Panolian; chairman of 
democratic executive committee of Panola county; married, 1SS6, to Miss Lee Stokes, Canton, 
Miss. B. G. Lowrey, A. M., professor of English in Blue Mountain Female college; son of 
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Gen. M. P. Lowrey: born 1862; graduated from Mississippi college. 1SS6: taught one year 
at Pittsboro, Miss.: took special course in English language and literature in Tulane univer- 
sity, New Orleans; married, 1SSS8, to Miss Marylee Booth, Moutgomery county, Miss. T. C. 
Lowrey, B. 8., secretary and treasurer of Atlantic Germateur Co., Atlanta, Ga.. son of Gen. 
M. P. Lowrey; born in 1862; graduated from Mississippi college in 1887; unmarried. Joe 
Johnson Lowrey, cotton buyer, with Carter & Co., Meridian, Miss., son of Gen. M. P. 
Lowrey; born, 1867; educated at Blue Mountain Male academy and Lexington Commercial 
college, Kentucky; unmarried. Sallie Leavell Lowrey, youngest daughter of Gen. M. P. 
Lowrey; born, 1874; student in Blue Mountain Female college. 

That eminent Baptist deacon, Joel H. Berry, was born in South Carolina in February, 
1807, and died at Baldwyn, Miss., March 15, 1875. In consequence of poyerty in his early 
life his educational advantages were very poor. He had a thirst for knowledge while quite 
young, and availed himself of every opportunity for study. By the brilliant light of pine 
knots, gathered during the day, he would study until late at night. When shut in by bad 
weather, or otherwise hindered from outdoor work, his book was his companion. He studied 
English grammar without a teacher. Frequently while plowing he would carry his book to 
the field and parse some sentence or master some principle of grammar while holding the 
handles of the plow. By this means he acquired a fair English education, without the 
advantages of even an academic course. He served two terms in the legislature of his native 
state, and at once took high rank as a young politician in the palmy days of South Carolina. 
In his boyhood he professed faith in Christ and joined the Baptist church. He began an 
active Christian life that lasted over a period of fifty years. In his church be was looked 
upon as a leader. Wise, prudent and aggressive, he won the esteem of others, who delighted 
to follow his leadership. He moved to Tippah county, Miss., in 1548 and opened up a farm, 
surrounded by the conveniences of a farm hfe. When agriculture was at the highest stage 
in this country he took the $25 premium offered by the agricultural society of Tippah county 
for the best managed farm. As a politician he was prominent. Hespent four years as legis- 
lator, and eight years as senator, in the general assembly of the state of Mississippi. He was 
a member of the convention when his state seceded from the Union in January, 1861. As a 
Baptist he was recognized as a leader in all denominational and church work. For 
twenty-five years he was chairman of the executive board of the Chickasaw Baptist associa- 
tion, which is considered the mother of associations in northern Mississippi. Although 
almost completely broken up by the war, he was able to give his children a liberal 
education, all of whom are active Christians and doing good work for the cause of Christ. 
His eldest daughter, Mrs.-M. L. Leavell, has been for years the corresponding sccretary 
of woman’s work of Mississippi. She is the wife of Prof. R. M. Leavell, late professor 
of English in Mississippi college, now a member of the faeulty of the state university 
at Oxford, Miss. His second daughter is the wife of Dr. J. EK. Buchanan, a prominent 
Baptist preacher in Texas. His youngest daughter was for a number of years principal 
of the art department of Blue Mountain female college, now the accomplished wife of 
a prosperous farmer near Baldwyn, Miss. His youngest son died in early manhood. The 
two surviving sons are Baptist ministers with hands and hearts full of the work. Rey. 
J. S. Berry, the eldest son of J. H. Berry, was born December, IS44. He united with 
the Baptist church at Fellowship, Tippah county, Miss., when a boy, and was then active 
in all the chureh work. He moved from Tippah county to Baldwyn, Miss., where he 
married Miss Maggie Walker, and entered business as a merchant. In IS74 he gaye up 
his business and entered the gospel ministry. He spent one term at the Southern Baptist 
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theological seminary at Greenville, S. C., was ordained in 1875 and took the pastoral care of 
churches. He soon developed into an earnest, practical preacher of the gospel, and popular 
pastor of churches. He is now connected with Prof. W. I. Gibson in the high school at Boone- 
ville, Miss. Rey. W. E. Berry is the second son of J. H. Berry. He was born January, 1547, 
When but a boy he professed faith in Christ, and united with the Baptist church at 
Fellowship, Tippah county, Miss. By this church he was liberated to preach in 1871. He 
soon afterward entered Mississippi college, and graduated from that institution in 1879. 
He spent the session of 1575-6 at the Southern Baptist theological seminary at Greenville, 
S.C. He was ordained to the full work of the ministry in July, 1875. In the summer of 
1876 he was married to Miss Modena Lowrey, the eldest daughter of Gen. M. P. Lowrey. He 
bought an interest in Blue Mountain female college in Tippah county, Miss., the institution 
founded by Gen. M. P. Lowrey, and became associated with him in.its management. In addi- 
tion to his school work he has served as pastor of a few country churches. Among these is 
Fellowship, the church into which he was baptized when a boy. He has served this church 
for more than ten years, and is still its pastor. Since 1881 he has been chairman of the 
executive board of Tippah Baptist association, which position he still holds. He is now the 
business manager of Blue Mountain female college, one of the leading female colleges of 
the state of Mississippi. This sterling educational institution receives due attention in the 
historical department of this work. 

Dr. M. J. Lowry has been absorbed in the anxieties and duties of the medical profession 
since 1879; his reputation as a skilled and experienced physician has gone abroad, and he is 
now in command of a lucrative practice. He was born in Yorkville, York district, S. C., 
January 9, 1857, a son of John T. and Martha (Bratton) Lowry, the latter being the grand- 
daughter of Gen. William Bratton, of Revolutionary fame. The Lowrys are of Scotch-Irish 
descent, and the paternal grandfather, Thomas, was a successful planter. Dr. John S. 
Bratton, the maternal grandfather, was a graduate of the South Carolina Medical college, 
and afterward practiced his profession in York county, of that state. He was a large slave 
and land holder, and as a medical practitioner was skillful and successful. John T. Lowry 
also follows the peaceful pursuit of agriculture, and is still a resident of Yorkville, S.C. He 
was a member of the legislature of that state before the war, and during the struggle between 
the North and South he was a captain in the Confederate army. He is the owner of a large 
amount of real estate, and is now living at his ease, enjoying the fruits of a well-spent life. 
To himself and wife seven sons and two daughters were born, the following of whom are living: 
Robert B., a merchant of Yorkville, 8. C.; Rev. Thomas M., of Augusta, Ga.; Dr. M. J., of 
Meridian; RK. K., a planter of South Carolina; Eugene, of Macon, Ga., and Hattie B., who 
still resides with her parents in South Carolina. Dr. M. J. Lowry was educated in 
military institute of his native state, which, under the bent of his ambition, yielded him 
a fair knowledge of the classics and mathematics. In order to lay the foundation for 
a medical career, he began the study of that science at an early day, for his kindly nature 
instinctively turned to that broad field of human suffering for his life work—a_ profession 
whose noiseless, yet marvelous, triumphs are often unkuown to the multitude. He entered 
the Hospital Medical college, of Louisville, Ky., from which institution he graduated in the 
spring of 1879, the same year coming to Meridian, Miss., where he entered upon the practice 
of his profession, and has become well known throughout the state, as well as the county in 
which he practices. He is a member of the state medical association, the state board of 
health, is one of the state sanitary commissioners for the fourth district, is a member and 
ex-president of the county medical association, and is ex-president of the city board of health. 
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Socially he is a member of the American Legion of Honor, and in his political views is a 
stanch democrat. He was married in November, 188%, to Miss Mary Harris, of Meridian, 
Miss., by whom he has one child: Hattie H. He and his wife are members of the Presby- 
terian church. 

The great state of Mississippi, from her first advent into the Union, has had few abler 
men to preside in her executive chair than ex-Governor Robert Lowry, now of Jackson, Miss. 
He was born in Chesterfield district, 8. C., Mareh 10, 1831. His father, Robert Lowry, was 
born in South Carolina in 1806, and was from an old and prominent family of that state of 
Trish-Scotch ancestry. His grandfather, John Lowry, was at one time a member of the state 
senate. The elder Robert Lowry, who was a merchant by occupation, married Jemima 
Rushing, a native of North Carolina, and two of their six children are living: John A. and 
Robert. About the year 1833 they left South Carolina and settled in the western district of 
Tennessee, where for two years they were engaged in teaching school. In 1840 Mr. Lowry 
moved to Tishomingo county, Miss., and there engaged in mercantile pursuits and farming. 
His wife died in 1840, and he was married the second time to Sarah E. Llewellyn, and by 
her had six children, only one of whom is now living, being now the wife of James M. 
Arnold, ex-chief justice of Mississippi. Mr. Lowry died in 1880. Robert Lowry remained 
under the parental roof until he was about thirteen years of age, receiving his primary 
education at the old fieldschools. At this period he went to live with his uncle, Judge 
James Lowry, of Smith county, Miss. He was a merchant and served at one time as 
probate judge of Smith county. Young Robert entered the store of his uncle as clerk and 
barkeeper, remaining about four years, when he opened business on his own account at Raleigh. 
He carried on his mercantile business until 1851, when he removed to Brandon, Miss., and 
formed a partnership with his uncle James. This partnership continued for three years, when 
Mr. Lowry removed to Arkansas. While in that state, believing that there was a larger and 
higher field of usefulness than that which had heretofore engaged his attention, he began the 
study of law, and was subsequently admitted to the bar. He remained in Arkansas five 
years, when he returned to Mississippi and formed a law partnership with Judge A. G. May- 
ers (at present on the circuit bench) at Brandon. This partnership continued until the out- 
break of the war, when Mr. Lowry enlisted to fight for the establishment of the Confederacy. 
He was placed in company 5, sixth Mississippi, and upon the organization of that regiment 
at Grenada he was chosen major. The regiment was ordered to Bowling Green, Ky., so he 
subsequently moved back under Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston to take part in the battle of 
Shiloh, April 6 and 7, 1562, in Col. Pat Cleburne’s brigade. In this fight Major Lowry acted 
as lieutenant-colonel and was wounded twice—once in the breast and once in the arm. He 
rejoined his regiment at Corinth, and upon its reorganization, Colonel Thornton having 
resigned, was elected colonel. He commanded the sixth division at the siege of Corinth, and 
distinguished himself for his gallantry and bravery. He was next engaged at Baker's creek, 
and then at Bayou Pierre. His regiment was with Geueral Jobnston in his Georgia cam- 
paign, and subsequently under General Hood in Tennessee, participating in nearly all the 
engagements of those commands. He rejoined General Johnston in North Carolina, and 
was with him at his capitulation at Greensboro, April 26, 1865. General Lowry possesses 
many qualities that make good soldiers und commanders. One of his striking characteris- 
tics is his perfect devotion to what he undertakes and his desire to discharge his whole duty. 
From a private he became, through the various gradations of military rank, a brigadier-gen- 
eral. Only true merit and that courage he so signally instanced in all the battles he was 
engaged in could have raised him to such high honors. He was prized by the ofticers of the 
army, and beloved by the soldiers, for whose comfort and protection he was ever careful. 
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Returning to his home with the lost cause for which he had so gallantly fought, the property 
he had accumulated by his industry before the war dissipated, he again took up his profession. 
and forming a partnership with his old friend, Judge Mayers, he resumed the practice of law. 
In the fall of 1865 he was placed in nomination by the democrat party for the state senate, and 
was elected. After serving one session he resigned and returned to his law practice, but was 
subsequently elected to the lower house, serving one term. During the radical regime, he 
canvassed the state several times in the interest of the democrat party, and was received with 
enthusiasm wherever he spoke. In 1878 he was before the democratie state convention as a 
candidate for the nomination of governor. There was a very exciting contest, and on the 
tenth ballot he was defeated by Governor Stone. In ISS] he again became a candidate for the 
nomination, which he received and was duly elected. In 1885 he was renominated, and 
practically unanimously elected. After serving eight years in the executive chair of the state 
he retired from official life and again resumed his law practice. Governor Lowry’s adminis- 
tration was very popular with the people and justly so, for it was economical, able, effective 
and honest. He entered upon his duties with his wonted zeal and conscientious desire to do 
his duty. His administration was eminently successful and satisfactory during his long years 
of service, and he did much toward the advancement and prosperity of the people. He 
assisted by Colonel MceCargle, has been engaged for some time on a work to be entitled the 
‘History of Mississippi,” the manuscript of which is about ready for the press. This work 
begins with the earliest settlement of the territory now embraced by the state of Mississippi, 
and comes down to the present time. The Governor, by his long residence in the state, by 
his thorough acquaintance with its political history and its leading men, by his habits of 
study and close observation, is well very qualified for a work of this nature. His co-worker, 
Colonel McCargle, is also an able writer. It can be justly said in anticipation of this forth- 
coming book, that it will be a valuable acquisition to the literature of Mississippi Tn person, 
Governor Lowry is of medium stature, sohd and well-proportioned, with an elastic and easy 
carriage. He has a well-developed head, covered with a liberal growth of light brown hair, 
beneath which is a broad, intellectual brow. His eyes are blue, clear, full and expressive, his 
nose is aquiline, and his mouth and chin denote firmness and decision of character. Except 
a mustache, his face is cleanly shaven. His bearing is dignified, yet cordial, and in disposi- 
tion he is generous and charitable. This, with a neat attire, makes the tout-ensemble of one 
of the moet popular men of the state. Governor Lowry was united in marriage in 1851 to 
Maria M., daughter of B. V. Gammage, a prominent citizen of Jasper county, Miss. The 
issue of his marriage was eleven children: Eudora, wife of William Henry, present mayor of 
Jackson; Mary G., wife of H. H. Batti; Ela M., wife of George Av Lamb; Ada M., wife of 
Dr. J. W. Ellis; Rose, wife of Robert E. Wilson, of Jackson; Lela B., wife of J. M. Jayne, 
a member of the state senate from Greenville; Robert, a physician residing in Washington; 
Patrick H.; Belle M., wife of J. L. Harris, an attorney of Texas: John W. and Maria. Gov- 
ernor Lowry is a member of the Masonic fraternity. Shortly after the war he was commis- 
sioned by the governor of the state of Mississippi to visit President Johnson for the purpose 
of securing the release of Jefferson Davis, but he was unsuccessful in his mission. 

The prominent dry goods establishment of Lusk & Buckley was founded on the Ist of 
September, ISSS, by Messrs. Lusk, Buekley and Boyd, and the style of the firm continued to 
be Lusk, Buckley & Boyd until July, 1890, when Mr. Boyd retired from the firm, and it has 
since been Lusk & Buckley. They occupy spacious quarters, fitted up with every convenience 
calculated to facilitate the operations of the business, and carry a stock of goods valued at 
about $40,000, which includes the better class of staple dry goods, notions and millinery. 
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Throughout, the business history of the house has been conducted upon reliable and liberal 
methods, which, combined with the stiperior quality of the stock, have secured for the tirm 
the confidence and patronage of a large and constantly increasing circle of customers. 
Although the gentlemen composing the firm are men young in years, yet they are experi- 
enced and competent, and are recognized as among the most successful merchants of Jackson, 
which fact has been the means of inducing other young and ambitious men toeuter the busi 
ness arena in Jackson. James Lusk hasbeen a resident of Jackson since his birth, in S62, 
being the ninth in a family of ten children born to Pickett W. aud Frances (Anderson) Lusk, 
who were born in Louisiana and Kentucky respectively. In youth, Pickett W. Lusk 
removed to Mississipp!, located in Hinds county, where he devoted the most of his life to the 
ealling of a planter, being, at the same time, a builder in Jackson and other places throuch. 
out the county. He died in ISSO at the age of seventy-three years. His widow survives 
him, being a worthy member of the Methodist Hpiscopal church. Her father was a well-to- 
do planter in the southwestern part of the state of Kentucky. Her union with Mr. Tusk 
resulted in the birth of the following children: Conrad A., a resident of Jackson; Allan P., 
hotel inspector for the Santa Fe railroad, with headquarters at Kansas City; Pickett W., who 
is in the railroad service, and is a conductor on the Mobile & Ohio railroad; James, Cornelia, 
Celeste, Fannie and Alice, living; and Hugh, who served in the Confederate army with the 
army of Virginia, and died at the age of twenty-one years, at the close of the war, and Henry 
Clay, who also served in the Confederate army, and died soon after, are the déceased wern- 
bers of the family. James Lusk was educated in Jackson by his own efforts. At the age of 
fifteen years he began life as a clerk in Jackson, and for eight years, or until he started in 
business for himself, he was with Robinson & Stevens. 

James M. Buckley, of the above-mentioned tirm, was born in Lawrence county, Miss., in 
1866, the fourth in a family of six children born to the marriage of James M. Buckley and 
Bethany Craft, both of whom were native Mississipians. The paternal grandfather, who 
also bore the name of James M., was a Tennesseean by birth, but was among the pioneers of 
Lawrence county, Miss., and became one of the successful planters of his time. He died in 
Lawrence county. The maternal grandfather, James Craft, was born in Tennessee, but after- 
ward became a successful planter of Pike county, Miss., perhaps the richest one in that 
county, both before and after the war. He was also engaged in merchandising on his plan- 
-tation, and there he quictly breathed his last in 1852. James M. Buckley, the father of 
the subject of this sketch, was reared on a plantation, and after becoming sufiiciently posted, 
began teaching school. For a number of years he was chancery clerk of Lincoln and 
Lawrence counties, and from 1879 to 1883 he was deputy auditor of the state. He was 
ealled from life in January, ISS4, at which time he was a member of the A. F. & A. M. 
and the K. of H. fraternities. His widow, who survives him, bore him the following chil- 
dren: Marion, wife of A. H. Longino, a lawyer of Greenwood; Benjamin; Elizabeth, wife 
of Hdgar Wilson, editor of The Mississipian; James M., and Annie and Gay, intelligent and 
accomplished young ladies. James M. Buckley was educated in Jackson, mainly by his own 
efforts, and in 1SS4 begun the battle of life for himself as a clerk. In ISSS he assisted in 
founding the above-mentioned mereantile house, of which he is an active and useful member. 

The mercantile house of which Thomas C. Lyle is the proprietor in Lauderdale, Miss., 
was established in 1866, and since that time has established itself tirmly in the estimation of 
the public. Mr. Lyle was born in Jefferson county, Tenn., in February, [S42, the sixth of 
eleven children born to Caiborn and Mary (Cannon) Lyle, the former a South Carolinian and 


the latter a native of Tennessee. Mr. Lyle removed to Tennessee with his parents when a 
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small boy, and there grew to manhood and marrted. He was a farmer and stockraiser by 
calling and lived in the home of his adoption until his death in 1565, his widow surviving 
him until 1890. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. The following are 
their children who are living: Jennie, wife of Thomas Lockhart; Nannie, wife of KE. L. 
Moore; Mary, wife of W. P. Bradshaw; Fannie, wife of J.T. Johnson; John M., William 
A. and Thomas C. The latter began to make his own way in the world at the age of seven- 
teen years and enlisted in company C of the Thirty-tirst Tennessee infantry, and was in 
the battles of Tazewell, Tenn, Harrodsburg, Ky., and Vicksburg, where he was captured, 
exchanged and went back to Tennessee. He was in the fight at Staunton, Va., Mar- 
tinsburg, Hagerstown, Harrisonburg and various other engagements of minor lnportance. 
He was third lieutenant of his company from 1863 until the close of the war, surrendered at. 
Abbeville, S. C., and was paroled at Macon, Miss. He remained at this place engaged in 
buying cotton until April, 1866, when he engaged in his present business in Lauderdale. 
In connection with his mercantile operations he has been engaged in buying and shipping 
cotton, handling fifteen hundred bales annually. He is a thorough and competent business 
man, and is now the owner of some fine and valuable property in Lauderdale, among which is 
a handsome residence and good business property. He is of the stuff of which honorable 
citizens are made, and socially is a member of the K. of H., the K. and L. of H., and since 
1873 has been a member of the A. F. & A. M. Although he has been interested in local 
politics he has never aspired to office. He was married in 1868 to Miss Josephine Hitt, a 
daughter of J. M. Hitt, of Gainesville, Ala. To their union one son and three daughters 
have been born: Katie, Lizzie (who died at the age of thirteen years), Louise and T. C. 

James D. Lynch is a well-known atithor, residing at West Point. He was born in Meck- 
lenburg county, Va., January 6, 1836, and received his education at the University of North 
Carolina. Upon compieting his education he began teaching school in Colnmbus and West 
Point, Miss., a calling he successfully followed from 1859 to 1862. He then enlisted in the 
Confederate army and raised a company of cavalry, which was placed under General Polk, 
and of which he was chosen captain. He was wounded at Lafayette, Ga. and was subse- 
quenty captured while making a charge near Rome, but made his escape at Resaca and 
rejoined his command. At the time of the surrender he was in charge of the stores of 
the nitre and mining department cf General Johnston’s army. After the war was over he 
began the practice of law at West Point, Miss, but abandoned this calling to follow the 
more congeuial pursuit of literature. He is gifted with much poetic talent and some of the 
most meritorious of his poems are: “The Siege of the Alamo,” “The Clock of Destiny,” 
“The Divided Pension’’ and “The Star of Texas.” His best known works in prose are: 
“ Kemper County Vindicated,” which was published in New York in 1878; “ Beneh and Bar 
of Mississippi,” published in 1881; ‘Bench and Bar of Texas,’’ published in 1885; and 
he now has in progress an “Industrial History of Texas.” He had been a life-long 
democrat of the most pronounced kind, but finally took strong grounds for the free exer- 
cise of all rights conferred by the constitution; in consequence of which he was without 
solicitation nominated for lieutenant-governor of Mississippi on the republican ticket in 
1859, aud is well known throughout the state. In June, 1891, he was appointed a mem- 
ber of the national executive committee of the people’s party, a position he now holds. He 
possesses intelligence of a high order, and his brilliant and well poised mind has been 
broadened and strengthened by the highest culture. He is of a genial and affable disposition, 
and is courteous, geuerous and hospitable. His beautiful and attractive home at West 
Point is the abode of culture and refinement, and the hospitality that is displayed there is 
truehearted, yet unostentatious. 
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PERSONAL HISTORY, Me. 


OSSESSED of a roving spirit, at the age of eleven years, Duncan P. McAllum, 
attorney-at-law, De Kalb, Miss., ran away from home, and came to Mississippi. 

He was born in the state of North Carolina in 1515, and died in Kemper county, 

Miss., July 10, 1S64. He received his education in Sumter county, Ala., and taught school 
for atime. It was not until he was twenty-four years of age that he entered the praetice of 
law. He was married in Kemper county, Miss.. to Martha Porter, a daughter of Jesse Por- 
ter. She was born in North Carolina in 1828, and removed to this county with her parents 
in 1835. Her father was a wealthy planter, and at the time of his death owned the largest 
plantation in the county. She is still hivingeand makes her home with two sons in De Kalb. 
Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. MecAllum; Frances M., now Mrs. Ellis; Edward 





M., a planter, living in De Kalb; William S., atraveling salesman; Carrie, who married D. P. 
McClain, and Calvin D. The last named isa general merchant of De Kalb, and has been estab- 
lished there since 1SS1. He is a democrat in his polities, and has served as postmaster of 
De Kalb. He owns about eight hundred acres of land in Kemper county, the cultivation of 
which he superintends. The family are members of the Baptist church. During the war 
Duncan P. McAllum was quartermaster, and was an able, conscientious official. He filled this 
office acceptably until he was taken ill in 1864. He then abandoned the service, returned 
to his home in hope of regaining his strength. But this was not to be. He passed away to 
the other life, mourned by his family and a wide circle of acquaintances. 

Among the representative and esteemed citizens of Jefferson county, Miss., there is 
probably no man more deserving of honorable mention than John D, McArn, a man whose 
residence within the borders of the county has extended over the entire period of his life. 
for here he was born in the month of April, 1552. His father, Dunean McArn, was a North 
Carolinian, and grew to mature years in his ative state, but when a young man, or about 
1840, he emigrated to Mississippi and engaged in teaching school in Franklin county, a call- 
ing he followed with success for several years. About five years later he settled on the farm 
on which John D. MeArn is now residing, which place he opened up and improved by erect- 
ing good buildings thereon, and here reared his family. He was married in this county to 
Miss Catherine Torrey, a sister of John Torrey, a sketch of whom appears in this work. His 
relations with his fellow citizens were always honorable, and as he was one of the foremost 
pioneers of the county. His death, which occurred in February, 1875, was keenly felt. His 
record as a private citizen was untarnished, and in all the affairs of life he bore himself in 
an upright manner and was recognized as a man of true worth. He was an elder in the 
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Presbyterian church, was interested in all church work, and was liberal in his contributions 
to that, as well as to all worthy enterprises. His wife died in 1885, having been a worthy, 
intelligent and kindly lady. J. D. McArn is the second son of a family of three children, 
the other members of the family being Dr. William T. McArn, who was educated in the city 
of New Orleans, and practiced his profession in Jefferson county until his death, which 
occurred in 1874, and Anna, who is the wife of John A. Dicks, of Natchez, Miss. John D. 
_ McArn remained with his parents on the farm until he entered Oakland and Oxford colleges, 
but before he had completed his course he was obliged to leave school on account of ill health. 
a fact he regretted very much, for he was fully aware of the value of a good education. He 
once more resumed farming with his father, and on the home plantation he is still residing. 
He has added to its former broad acres, and now has land to the amount of thirteen hundred 
acres, the home place consisting of ten hundred, of which about two hundred acres are 
cleared land. His residence is a commodious and substantial one, his buildings are all in 
good repair, and his cottongin is an excellent one and nets him a handsome annual income. 
He is one of the thrifty agriculturists of Jefferson county, and this assertion is fully testified 
in looking over his possessions, for every end of his work is kept up, and nothing is uselessly 
wasted. His marriage, which occurred in February, 1877, was to Miss Lizzie Wilkinson, a 
daughter of Daniel M. Wilkinson. Mrs. MeArn was born and reared at Jackson, and was 
educated at Oxford, Miss., being an exceptionally talented and accomplished lady. She has 
borne her husband one son and nine daughters: Mary, Emma and Anna (twins), Willie 
Sue, Lizzie, Margaret, Duncan, Effie and Aline (twins) and an infant daughter. Mr. McArn 
and his estimable wife are members of the Presbyterian church, and are classed among the 
public-spirited citizens of the county. M. Mce\rn is a representative man in every sense of 
the word, is energetic and enterprising, and his reputation for honesty and integrity haye 
‘been tried and not found wanting, his social qualities are well known and appreciated, and he 
has hosts of warm friends. His residence is located near the Fayette and Union church road 
and here he and Mrs. McArn dispense hospitality with true Southern grace. 

In connection with his planting industry, Hon. John C. McBeath is also engaged in 
milling and is the owner of a first-class saw, gin and grist mill near his residence. He was 
born in Macon county, Ala., in 1832 and came to Mississippi with his parents when twenty 
years of age. He there followed planting until the breaking out of the war and in July, 
1861, he enlisted in the Confederate army. He was captured at Franklin, Tenn., and sent to 
Johnson’s island, where he was detained until cessation of the hostilities. He was in the 
battle of Chickamauga and many of the severest engagements of the war and at its close he 
returned home. In 1866 he was wedded to Miss Nancy E. Brantley, daughter of Harris 
Brantley, who came here at an early day from Georgia, and immediately after his marriage 
Mr. McBeath began planting. In 1878 he bought the plantation where he now lives, consisting 
of one thousand acres, and in connection with this he is actively engaged in milling, operat- 
ing a fine saw, gin and grist mill. In polities he was formerly an old line whig, but since the 
war he has been an active member of the democratic party. He served a number of years as 
a member of the police board and in ISS81 he was elected to represent the county in the 
legislature, a position he held but one term, refusing reélection. He is a leading citizen and 
business man, and he and wife are both well known and _ respected for their many estimable 
qualities. He is wholesouled and liberal, his hospitality amounting almost to prodigality, 
He is connected with the Masonic fraternity, and is a member of the Missionary Baptist 
church. His father, John C. McBeath, Sr., was born in North Carolina about 1790 and 
served in the Black Hawk war. He grew to manhood is his native state and was married 
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there to our subject’s mother, Miss Jannie Wadsworth. They afterward moved to Missis- 
sippi and located on the line of Leake and Neshoba, where he received his final summons after 
living an active and useful life. 

Prof. Thomas F. McBeath. This well-known educator and president of the Cooper 
Normal college, was born on the Yth of December, 1852, the eldest child born to Robert C. 
and Sarepta C. (Fleming) McBeath, both of whom were born on Blue Grass soil. The 
father was engaged in teaching school for a livelihood the greater part of his life, and was a 
well-informed, intelligent and upright gentleman in every worthy particular. He died at 
Daleville, Miss., in 1891, his wife, who was a worthy member of the Christian church, hav- 
ing passed from life in Kentucky in 1870. Four of their children are living at the present 
time: Thomas F.; John T., a merchant at Guthrie, was for a number of years superinten- 
dent of the schools of Casey county, Ky.; Theodore J. is the principal of the Plattsburg 
Norma] school, of Mississippi; and J. Mark, superintendent of the schools of Lauder- 
dale county, Miss. Prof. Thomas F. McBeath was educated inthe Southern Normal school, of 
Glasgow, Ky., from which well-conducted institution he graduated in 1852. Upon finishing 
his education he chose the life calling of a teacher and took charge of the English Sermon 
school, of Cuero, Tex., where he remained until elected to the chair of natural science in 
the school at Glasgow, Ky. (his former alma mater), which position he capably filled for four 
years. He was then called to Water Valley, Miss., at which place he was superintendent of 
the city schools for one year. He then resigned this position and accepted the principalship 
of the Cooper Normal college, at Daleville, Miss., where he is at present engaged in conducting 
one of the most prosperous institutions of the kind in the South, which bids fair to attain a 
wide-spread reputation. Under the able and well-directed efforts of Professor McBeath the 
school has attained an enrollment of two hundred pupils—forty young ladies, necessitating the 
erection of a handsome $2,000 structure for their accommodation. A full corps of trained and 
experienced teachers are employed, superior boarding accommodations can be had at the 
lowest rates; there is a normal department for the training of teachers in the science and art 
of teaching. The buildings are all new, well equipped and tastefully furnished and finished 
throughout, and a well-selected brary of five thousand is at the disposal of the pupils. 
Every endeavor has been made to make the school a strictly first-class one, and a gentle but 
firm and strict discipline is maintained, appealing ever to the higher motives, the cultivation 
of which makes a strong and noble man and womanhood. The school was established in 
1865 for the coeducation of young men and women, and comprises full literary, pedagogie, 
music and art courses. The location of the college is both healthful and beautiful, and the 
board of trustees competent and trustworthy. They are as follows: Rev. J. G. Boydstun, 

Judge M. H. Whitaker and §. A. Witherspoon, of Meridian; C. W. Cochran and J. IL. 
McWilliams, of Daleville; Hon. Andrew Cooper, of Cushtusha, and Capt. W. A. Herring, of 
Water Valley. Professor McBeath was married in Gainesville, Ala., in-March, 1890, to Miss 
Omeree Thomas, daughter of Dr. G. P. Thomas. He is a member of the Christian church, 
and his wife is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. As an educator and disciplin- 
arian the Professor ranks among the first of the state, and his work in the past speaks for his 
success in the future. 

The profession of medicine has attracted to its center many good and noble men, and 
among them appears the name of John A. McBride, who has been prominently identified 
with the history of Carroll county since he entered upon bis professional career. He was 
born in the county September 29, 1856, and is a son of J. A. McBride, a native of South 
Carolina. The father received a liberal education and was married to Mary Jane Haslett, 
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a native also of South Carolina, and a daughtere of George Haslett. He removed to Missis- 
sippi in 1830 and spent the first yedr in Tippah county, and in the following year he 
came to Carrol] county. He engaged in planting, and accumulated considerable property 
which was swept away by the war. Before his death, however, he succeeded in amassing a 
comfortable fortune. He died in 1885, Mrs. MeBride passed away in 1861. Mr. McBride 
was a soldier in the late war, and served until the surrender. John A. McBride is one of a 
family of three sons and two daughters: Andrew N. was wounded in the battle of Shiloh, 
and died from the effeets of the wound; William W. resides on the old homestead. The Doe- 
tor grew to man’s estate in Carroll county; he received his education in Roanoke college, Va., 
completing the course in 1875. He then began the study of medicine, taking his first course 
of lectures in the University of Virginia: his second course was taken at the University of 
Louisiana, from which institution he was graduated in March, 1878. He entered upon the 
practice of his profession near the old homestead, and remained there about eleven years; he 
then came to Carrollton, in December, 1SS8. At the time he purchased an established drug 
business, which he continues in connection with his professional work. He has won a large 
patronage in both lines, and has endeared himself to great numbers of suffering humanity. 

Dr. McBride was united in marriage in Carroll county, January 29, 1879, to Miss Minnie 
Hamilton, a native of the same county, and a daughter of John Hamilton. Two daughters 
have been born of this union: Irene and Rosa. The Doctor and his wife are members of 
the Presbyterian church, where their labors are much appreciated. Dr. McBride is a mem- 
ber of the county board of health, and for a number of years was on the town board. He 
is a man interested in the public welfare, and while he pays strict attention to his private 
affairs, he shirks no duties as a loyal citizen. 

Charles McCafferty, one of the most prominent farmers of Choctaw county, owes his 
nativity to Uniouw district, S. C., his birth occurring in 1833. As his father died when 
Charles was but a small boy, the latter had no recollection of him, but his mother, 
Tllen McCafferty, removed to Pickens county, Ala., when he was yet very small, and there 
married Robert Huddleston. In 1848 the family moved to Choctaw county, and the next 
year settled in the woods on the property now owned by our subject, where the mother 
died in 187!. Mr. Huddleston afterward removed to Arkansas and there his life terminated. 
Charles McCafferty had but one brother, Ewing, who also became a wealthy planter of 
Choctaw county. He died in 1$82, leaving a family of children. He was all through the 
war in the Fourth Mississippi infantry, until after the capture of Fort Donelson, when he 
served about a year in a Tennessee command, after which he was transferred to the First 
Mississippi cavalry, serving with General Forrest until his surrender at Selma, Ala. 
Charles McCafferty was reared on a farm, and for some years, when but a boy, was the 
main support of his mother. He received a fair English education, principally in Alabama, 
and spent two years in school after coming to Mississippi. He soon became very familiar 
with that part of Mississippi, and spent three years engaged in teaming to Yazoo City, Can- 
ton, Columbus, and other distant points, and became inured to the hardships of pioneer 
life, although he there laid the foundation for his subsequent prosperous career. Miss Mary 
Johnson, who became his wife in 1853, was born in Choctaw county, and was the daughter 
of J. T. Johnson, who removed from South Carolina to Pickens county, Ala., at a very early 
day. Later he came to Choctaw county, remained there anumber of years, and then removed 
to Arkansas, where his death occurred. Mrs. McCafferty died in 1855, leaving one son, 
who is also deceased. In 1858 Mr. McCafferty married Miss Naney L. Stacy, a native 
of Bibb county, Ala, and the daughter of Isom and Catherine Stacy, natives of South 
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Carolina. From there her parents removed to Bibb county, Ala, and about 1856 they 
cane to Choctaw county, where they bothdied. Both were members of the Baptist church, 
and he wasa planter by occupation. By the secoad union Mr. McCafferty became the father of 
eleven children, seven now living, viz.: Arie E., wifeof Samuel C. Riddle; Lucretia E., wife of 
H. E. Reed; Charles C., Boyd, Vera, Lillie May and Alice. In 1$862 Mr. McCafferty joined 
company A, First Mississippi cavalry and served as corporal in the Tennessee army, the first 
year on detached service around Vicksburg. He was all through the Georgia and Atlanta 
campaigns on detached service, and was then at Franklin and Nashville. He was in Armstrong’s 
brigade of General Forrest’s division, and surrendered at Selma, Ala. Mr. McCafferty has 
been frequently urged to accept oflice while in the army, but preferred to remain a private. 
After the war he returned to his family, and has continued to reside onthe old home place, 
being the owner of six hundred and sixty acres in different tracts, besides considerable 
property in Birmingham, Ala., all the fruits of his own energy and industry. He has always 
followed trading in stock, ete., and is considered a good business man in a general way. He 
has his farm in fine shape, and one glance over it, by the most careless observer. shows that 
the owner is a progressive and thoroughgoing man. He raises stock and grain, and does 
not depend on cotton altogether. Although he started out with a limited education, he has 
excellent natural abilities, is a close observer, and reads a great deal of a local nature. He is 
quite an interesting conversationalist, and although small of stature he is capable of great 
endurance, and relates many interesting experiences during his teaming in early days. His 
family are all Methodists. He has been a Mason since twenty-one years of age, now of 
Snowsville lodge No. 119, at Ackerman, and once filled the office of secretary and also treas- 
urer for some time. 

Dr. John S. McCain, Lexington, is the son of Joseph McCain, who was born in Scotland 
and who came to the United States with his parents when a child, and with them settled in 
North Carolina. There he attained his growth, received his education, and was married to 
Miss Mary Scales, of Euglish descent, and a daughter of Nathaniel Seales, who was born in 
the Old North state. Mr. McCain was a planter and merchant, and quite a trader and 
speculator. He died about 1530, and his widow afterward, or in 1845, moved with the 
family to Mississippi, locating in Tallahatchie county near Charleston. There she received 
her final summons in 1549. She was the mother of ten children, nine of whom grew to 
mature years—four sons and five daughters. Only our subject and one sister now survive. 
One brother, N. H., was a lawyer and resided in Columbus, where he practiced for some 
time; he died in Carroll county, Miss. Another brother, J. N., was educated for a physician, 
practiced in North Carolina, and there his death occurred. W. A. was a planter, and a resi- 
dent of Carroll county. One sister, Ann, was the wife of Constantine Payne, a brother of 
Bishop Payne; she died in Tennessee. Mary became the wife of James W. Watts, of Ala- 
bama, and is deceased. Salhe N. became the wife of W. P. Gunn, of North Carolina, and 
died in Greenwood, Miss. C. E. married W. P. Gunn after the death of her sister, and is 
now a widow; Elizabeth was the wife of J. D. Moore, but is now deceased. Dr. MeCain 
was born in Rockingham county, N. C., January 6, 1820, received a good education 
at Colwell institute and La Grange college, Alabama, and when eight years of age 
began the study of medicine in North Carolina. He took his first course at Philadelphia 
university in L849 and 750, and then returned and graduated the following year. After 
that he came West to Mississippi, locating at Greenwood, ant prac'iced his profession 
there for five years. He was through two sieges of yellow fever (1853 and 755), and in 
1856 he moved to Lexington, where he has since continued his practice, a period of 
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thirty-five years, except the time spent in the army. In 1862 he enlisted in the Confederate 
service, was on hospital duty until the latter part of 1863, when he went to the field with the 
Sixty-sixth Georgia regiment as regimental physician, continuing as such until the close of 
the war. He was paroled at Greensboro, N. C., in sight of the old college that he had 
formerly attended. He then returned to Lexington, resumed his practice, but of late years 
has given up the practice to some extent. The Doctor is a member of the state medical 
association. He was married at Greenwood, on the 14th of December, 1852, to Miss 8S. F. 
Wheeless, a native of Tennessee and the daughter of Esquire Wheeless, a native also of that 
state. She was educated at the Columbia institute, Tennessee, and is a lady of culture and 
learning. Dr. and Mrs. McCain have two children, both sons: Walt married Miss Sallie B. 
Cole, of Lexington, and they have two children, viz.: Fannie C. and Harry. The other 
son, Harry, is single, and is engaged in the drug business in Memphis, Tenn. Dr. McCain 
joined the Masonic fraternity in 1852, and is a Master Mason. He and family are mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian church, of which the Doctor is elder. 

The following space will be devoted to John 8. McCain, Carrollton, Miss., who is prom- 
inently identified with the present history of the county. July 27, 1851, he was born in 
Carroll county, Miss., and is a son of William A. McCain, a native of North Carolina. The 
father removed to Mississippi in 1848 and located in Tallahatchie county, and two years later 
he came to Carroll county, where he engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 1863 he abandoned 
the plow and all that was dear to him and went to the defense of his country. He enlisted 
in Captain Prince’s company, but before he was introduced to active service he sickened and 
died. He was a man of highest motives and, although occupying a modest position in life, 
he was highly esteemed by all with whom he came in contact. He was an active worker in 
the Presbyterian church and belonged to the Masonic fraternity. John S. (son of the above) 
received a good education, the last two years of his school life being spent in an academy in 
North Carolina. At the end of his career as a student he came back to Carroll county and 
for several years was occupied with planting. The capital which he had to invest when he 
started in business was not of the sort that is counted in gold and silver, but was that of 
nature’s own giving. But clear grit is bound to win and Mr. McCain has the satisfaction of 
knowing that whatever he has accomplished has been justly won through honest endeavor. 
In his political views he has been allied with the democratic party and has taken active interest 
in local politics. He has served as a member of the county board of supervisors for 
four years, and was president of that body for two years. In 1889 the people of Carroll 
county attested their appreciation of his ability by calling him to the office of sheriff, and 
January 1, 1890, he began the discharge of his duties in this capacity. He has made one of 
the best officials the county has ever had and has reflected great credit not only upon himself 
but also upon his constituency. Mr. MeCain was united in marriage, January 31, 1877, to 
Miss Lizzie Young, a daughter of Samuel Young. Mrs. McCain was born, reared and 
educated in Carroll county. By this union five children bave been born: William A., Katie 
Lou, John Sidney, Mary and Jimmie. The parents are both worthy members of the Pres- 
byterian church and stand high in the community as intelligent, progressive citizens. 

Dr. William C. MeCaleb, physician and surgeon, residing on Oakley Grove planta- 
tion, nine miles northeast of Natchez, was born on Pine ridge, in Adams county, in 1833, and 
is the son of James“... and Sophia-(Moore) McCaleb, the father a native of Adams county, 
Miss., born in 1812, and the mother born in Danville, Ky., in 1813. James F. was attending 
school at Danville, Ky., when he met Miss Moore, whom he married about 1829. They after- 
ward settled inthe Pine Ridge neighborhood, Adams county, Miss., and there Mrs. MeCaleb 
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died about 1845. Subsequently Mr. McCaleb married Miss Martha Bisland, a native of Adams 
county, who is still living on the old farm on Pine ridge. Mr. McCaleb was a well-to-do 
planter, raiser of mules and a thoroughgoing, enterprising citizen. 7 He was an elder in the 
Pine Ridge Presbyterian church. He was one of four sons and three daughters, all now 
deceased. His father, John MeCaleb, was born in Claiborne county, Miss., where he lived 
until about? 1S00, when he moved to Adams county, of that state. He first engaged in 
merchandising for some time, and afterward followed planting exclusively, /becoming 
one of the leading planters of that county. He was educated as an engineer. His death 
occurred about 1826. His wife. whose maiden name was Mary Collins, was born in 
Adams county, and died in Kentucky while there for her health. Her father, William Collins, 
came from Ireland to North Carolina, and the latter part of the last century came to Adams 
county, settling in the Pine Ridge country, where he became a prominent planter. He left 
all his property to two daughters. Capt. William MeCaleb, the great-grandfather of Dr. 
MecCaleb, was a native of Marylend, where he married Caroline Calvert, who was also a 
native of Maryland. Mr. McCaleb was a captain in the Revolutionary war, and soon after that, 
about 1790, came to Claiborne county,’Miss., where he was granted large tracts of land from the 
Spanish government. There he passed the closing scenes of his career. Lawson Moore, the 
Doctor’s maternal grandfather, was born in the Old Dominion, but moved from there to Ken- 
tucky, settling in the woods where Danville now stands, and there he followed planting until 
his death. He was the father of sixteen children. Of the seven children born to his father’s 
first marriage, Dr. McCaleb is the second in order of birth. The others are named as 
follows: Mary, wife of Dunbar McCaleb, of Fayette: James F. (deceased) was a member 
of Natchez Fencibles, and died at Bowling Green, Ky.; John M., of Vicksburg; Helen, wife 
of Dr. P. K. Whitney, of Fayette: Caroline (deceased) was the wife of P. Darden; and 
Jonathan. There were also these children by the last wife: Louisa W., deceased, was 
the wife of Thomas G. Dicks; Bisland; Sue, wife of Joseph Hatton; Lillie, wite of 
James Archer, of Jefferson county: Douglas L. and Samuel L. The Doctor was edu- 
cated at Oakland college, and in 1856 graduated from the medical department of the 
university of Louisville, “Ky., immediately afterward begiuning to practice in Claiborne 
county. There he continued successfully until the breaking out of hostilities between 
the two sections, when he joined as a surgeon and served in different commands, princi- 
pally with General Forrest, with whom he surrendered. He continued to practice in 
Claiborne county until 1878, and then removed to his present farm, consisting of three 
hundred acres. On the Ist of March, LS70, his nuptials with Miss Martha A. Harris, 
daughter of Levi C. and Lucy Harris, were celebrated. Mrs. MeCaleb was born at Clin- 
ton, Miss., where her parents died. and she received her final summons in 1872. She 
left one daughter, Lucey A. The Doctor’s second marriage was in 1875, to Miss Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Aylette and Charlotte Buckner. Mr. Buckner was born in Virginia, 
went with his parents from there to Kentueky, and then, in 1832, came to Natchez, 
where he was a prominent attorney; for a long time, returning just prior to the war. 
His death occurred about ISSS8. His wife was born where the, Doctor now lives, and 
died about 1SS6. Mr. Buckner was the United States attorney for closing up the Mis- 
sissippi state bonds of the Planters’ bank. Mrs. MeCaleb was born in Natchez, and is a 
granddaughter of Robert Dunbar, who came from Scotland to Maryland at an early date. 
He soon moved to Florida and other Southern states, and about 1789 he eame to Natchez. 
where he lived for some time. After that he resided in Fort Rosalie, and about 1791 
settled the Oakley Grove plantation, soon after building the house in which the Doctor 
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now lives. He and wife both died on this farm, the former in 1823 and the latter the 
following year. Both were Episcopalians, and their remains were interred in the family 
buryingground. This farm has been in the possession of some of the family ever since. 
Dr. McCaleb has an extensive practice, and ranks high as a physician. He is genial, 
sociable, and has many friends. He is a prominent Mason, being a member of Pattona 
lodge No, 232, also of the council No. 7 at Port Gibson, and in 1868 he represented 
his lodge in the grand lodge held at Natchez. He and family are leading members of 
Pine Ridge Presbyterian church. 

Patrick McCalebb, general merchant and proprietor of the MeCalebb hotel of Scooba, 
Miss., was born in 1828 in North Carolina, son of James and Mary (Carbett) McCalebb. His 
father was also a native of North Carolina, where he was born in 1800, and reared in that 
state, coming to Mississippi in 1832. He located in this county and engaged in farming, 
dying in 1848. His wife was also a native of North Carolina, born there in 1805, and died 
in this county about IS78. Both Mr. McCalebb’s parents were members of the Presbyterian 
church. The father was an Odd Fellow, and was a democrat in politics. They reared a 
family of seven children: Sarah, Toomar, Patrick, Lycurgus, Margaret, Calvin and Mary. 
Mr. McCalebb passed his boyhood and school days in this county. At the age of twenty he 
engaged in the mercantile business, which he has continued until this time. He was married 
in 1860 to Mrs. Isabella Stewart, widow of Joseph Stewart, formerly Miss Isabella Adams, 
a daughter of Archibald Adams and his wife, who was Winifred Avery. Mrs. MeCalebb’s 
parents were natives of North Carolina, and came to this county at an early date. To Mr. 
and Mrs. McCalebb have been born two children: Anna B. and Mary W.; the former is the wife 
of J. C. Carothers, while Mary married J. F. Howell. Mr. McCalebb is a democrat in polities, 
and has been justice of the peace for four years. He is interested in all things having a 
tendency to the general improvement of the county, especially in churches and schools, In 
1862 he enlisted at Scooba in a company commanded by Captain Jack, and served until dis- 
charged in 1865. Both he and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church. 

Nowhere within the limits of Jefferson county, Miss., can there be found aman who 
takes greater interest in its agricultural and stock affairs than Andrew M. McCallum, or who 
strives more continually to promote and advance these interests. Like so many native- 
born residents of Mississippi, he is energetic and enterprising, and by his own good manage- 
ment and industry has become the owner of a fine plantation of four hundred and forty 
acres, of which one hundred and sixty acres are under cultivation. He was born in Mar- 
shall county on the 31st of August, 1543, his father, Rey. Angus McCallum, being of Scotch 
ancestry, a native of North Carolina, his birth occurring on the 7th of October, 1SO1. He 
was a man of brilliant mind, was highly cultured, being a graduate of Hampden Sidney col- 
lege. He early united with the Presbyterian church, was licensed to preach about the year 
1830, and for a period of about ten years was a pioneer minister of Marshall and Neshoba coun- 
ties, Miss. He was married in the Old Dominion on the 19th of December, 1831, to Miss 
Frances Ann Bishop, a daughter of Squire Bishop, who belonged to one of the F. F.V’s. Rev. 
- McCallum first became a resident of the state of Mississippi in the year 1839, but in IS4) 
settled in Jefferson county in the Church Hill neighborhood, at which place he was the faith- 
ful pastor of the Presbyterian church until within a few years of his death, when his extreme 
age prevented him from longer filling his pastoral duties. At the advanced age of eighty- 
four years he was called from life, his death oceurring on the 27th of October, 1855. He 
was an earnest Christian, a most charitable gentleman. His efforts to relieve the wants of 
the poor will long be remembered, and his strict integrity and methodical habits may well 
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be emulated by the rising generation. His wife dieon the 28th of March, [SoS, having 
borne her husband six sons and four daughters that grew to mature years. Two are deceased: 
Henry S., who died May 4, 1S6S, leaving a wife and children; and Mary E., wife of Dr. 
Baker, of Copiah couaty, died August I4, 1881; Jonathan E., is a planter of Copiah 
county; Samuel D. follows the same occupation in Jefferson county, is an elder 
in the Presbyterian church and superintendent of the Sunday-school; Margaret is the 
wife of Henry McCallum, and resides in North Carolina; Sarah E. is the wife of George N. 
Cato, of Memphis; Robert A. is a physician of Copiah county; Josephine is the wife of Joe 
Smiley, of Wesson, Copiah county; Angus, a resident of Memphis, Tenn., and Andrew ML. 

“The latter was educated in the common schools and Oakland college, and in his youth 
became familiar with the details of farming and was giving this calling his time and atten 
tion when the war broke out. The coming clash of arms caused him to drop his farming 
implements, and in the month of March, 1862, he joined the First Mississippi artillery and 
was on active duty until the war closed. The most of the time he was in Mississippi, and 
was near Vicksburg when his command was captured. He and four brothers served in the 
Confederate army, two being in the Twelfth Mississippi, one in the Thirty-stxth Mississippi, 

-one as a scout, and Andrew M. in the above mentioned reyiment. All escaped without 
receiving serious wounds. After the termination of the war Andrew M. returned to Missis- 
‘sippi and spent about one year in Copiah county, but in 1566 returned to his home to take 
charge of the old plantation, of which he is now the owner. Since it has come into his 
possession he has vreatly improved it in many ways, and everything about it now indicates 
that a man of thrift, industry and enterprise is at the helm. His home is located about one 
mile from Chureh Hill and his residence, which is pleasantly located, is commodious, substan- 
tial and pleasant. He wes married in this county on the 20th of November, 18657, to Miss 
Martha L. Tucker, of Madison county, a daughter of John Tucker, of Adams county, but a 
former resident of Madison county. To Mr. and Mrs. McCallum a family of six children 
have been born: Scott is a bookkeeper in Memphis, Teun.; Jobn is a farmer of Jefferson 
county; Mary Lou; Lavenia; Samuel T. and Thomas, a lad of eleven years. Mr. Tucker 
is a prominent member of the Presbyterian church and ranks as a noticeable illustration of 
that indomitable push and energy which characterize men of determination and will. His 
success is due largely to his excellent judgment and strict honesty aud fair dealing. 

Dr. D. McCallum, physician, Westville, Miss., inherits sturdy Seotch blood from his 
ancestors, both his paternal and maternal grandparents having been natives of Jura, that 
country. They came to the United States prior to the Revolutionary war, and located in the 
Old North state. Graadfather MeCallum was on the whig side and participated in one 
battle of the war. Dr. McCallum’s father, John McCallum, was a native of Robeson county, 
N. C., and was a very successful farmer. He married Miss Lovdy Brown, also of the Old 
North state, and reared twelve children, eight daughters and four sous, of whom the Doctor 
is the tenth in order of birth. The latter was born in the same county as his father, In 1835, 
and received a thorough academic education at Ashland high sehool, taking a classical course. 
After leaving school be was engaged in teaching for two years in North Carolina, and in 
‘1858 he removed to Jefferson county, Miss., where he remained two years, a part of which 
time he taught school. In 155) he went to the Lone Star state, but the same year returned 
to North Carolina, where he began the study of medieine under his brother, Dr. W. D. 
McCallum, with whom he remained until the breaking out of the war. Tmmediately after the 
first battle of Manassas he enlisted in the Fortieth North Carolina regiment, company D, 
heavy artillery, and was captured at the last fight of Fort Fisher. He was held a prisoner 
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at Point Lookout for six months, and after cessation of hostilities he returned to North Caro- 
lina and resumed the study of medicine. He took a course of medical lectures at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, in 1865 and 1866, and graduated from the medical depart- 
ment of the University of South Carolina, at Charleston, in the class of 1866 and 1867. After 
graduating he began practicing at Bladenboro, Bladen county, N. C., and there continued 
until in March, 1870, when he removed directly to Westville, Miss., where he has been suc- 
cessfully engaged in his practice since. He has an extensive practice and stands high in his 
profession, keeping well posted in the advance of medical science. He is an honored member 
of the Mississippi state medical association, of which he has been vice president and to which 
he has contributed numerous articles of merit. In 1875 the Doctor celebrated his nuptials 
with Miss Kate McLaurin, daughter of D. A. and C. McLaurin, and to them have been born 
four interesting children, two sons and two daughters. He is a member of Westville lodge, 
A. F. & A. M., and be and family hold membership in the Presbyterian church. 

Dr. R. C. McCann, one of the leading members of the medical profession of Yazoo 
county, is the subject of the following biographical sketch. He was born in Greene county, 
Ala., January 21, 1831, and is the sonof Dr. Hugh and Rachael N. (Norris) McCann. The 
paternal ancestors were of Scotch-Irish descent, and those on the mother’s side were of Kn- 
glish extraction. Dr. Hugh McCann was a celebrated physician of Alabama, although a 
native of the state of South Carolina. Mrs. McCann was a daughter of Col. Patrick Norris, 
who for seven years served in the war of the Revolution. Dr. McCann was a graduate of the 
University of Maryland, a member of the class of 1822; he died in 1840, but his wife sur- 
vived until 1871; she died in this county at the residence of her son, Dr. McCann, Jr. They 
reared a family of eight children: Patrick N. died in 1864 from diseases contracted in the 
' Confederate service; Martha J.; Susan L., deceased wife of Clayborn Bowman; James H., 
lieutenant of the Eighteenth Mississippi, who died of disease contracted in the service; Mary 
C.; William, deceased; Emma C., who married Dr. L. Reid, and is dead; and Dr. R. C. Me- 
Cann. The latter was fifteen years of age when he came with his family to Yazoo county. 
He was educated at Greensboro, Ala., and was a member of the junior class at Center 
college, Danville, Ky., when his health failed. When he took up the study of medicine“he 
entered Jefferson medical college, Philadelphia, which had the most renowned faculty of 
that time. He was graduated in 1558, when he began his practice in Yazoo county. He 
has been continuously occupied with professional duties, with the exception of three years, 
when he was commissioned as surgeon of the Twelfth Mississippi cavalry, Perguson’s brigade. 
He was in all the engagements of the army of the Tennessee, from Dallas down to Atlanta, 
Ga., and was in the rear of Sherman’s army on to Savannah. He was surgeon of the Twelfth 
Mississippi cavalry, which composed a portion of the bodyguard of President Davis when 
he was fleeing from the representatives of the Federal government. The Twelfth escorted 
him on the retreat from Anderson, S. C., to Washington, Ga. He was taken prisoner by 
Sherman’s army, and was paroled. He was at the siege and surrender of Vicksburg. At 
the time of the surrender he was at Macon, Ga., and his was the last regiment of the 
army of the Tennessee to surrender. He was then an officer of the fourth rank in his 
loghouse, receiving the money in their hats. Dr. MeCann had the $25 made into silver 
spoons in New York city after his marriage. Upon returning to Yazoo county he resumed 


command. Lach soldier was presented with $25 in silver. They filed past a window of a 


the practice of his profession, and has also given some attention to the cultivation of his 
plantation on Cypress creek. It consists of five hundred and thirty-eight acres. He also 
has a small farm of one hundred and twenty-seven acres, on which he resides. Dr. MeCann 
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was married to Miss Kate O' Reilly, a daughter of Edmond and Sallie R. (Bowman) O'Reilly. 
Mrs. McCann’s father was a native of Ireland, and her mother was of a prominent family 
of Yazoo county. They have no children. The Doctor is a member of the Presbyterian 
church of Yazoo City, and his wife belongs to Bowman’s chapel of the Methodist Episcopal 
ehureh. He takes an active interest in the political movements in his county, and is well 
informed on all the leading issues of the day. His early years of mental discipline fitted 
him well for the more severe scientific training which he took in his professional studies, 
and he has always kept fully abreast of the times in all the discoveries and improved methods 
of treatment. His efforts have been rewarded with merited success. 

Edward McCarty, father of Michael McCarty of Shubuta, Clarke county, Miss., was 
born in Edgefield district. S. C., in the latter part of the last century. He was married to 
Sarah Lorrimore before the year 1800 in South Carolina, and came to Mississippi in 1S20 
and settled in Wayne county, where he died. Michael McCarty, the fifth son in a family of 
twelve children, was born in Edgefield district, S. C., November 4, 1806, and came to Mis- 
sissippi with his parents. His eariy educational advantages were poor, but by dint of energy 
he acquired a knowledge of business which has served him satisfactorily. He remained with 
his parents until he was twenty-two years old, when he began life on his own account. In 
1828 he was married to Miss Maria Hailes, of Wayne county, Miss., a daughter of Judge 
Henry Hailes, probate judge of Clarke county for many years. He has had three children: 
Cynthia, Miranda and Visa. The first and last survive. Cynthia is married to Burrell 
Rington of Wayne county, Miss., and the latter, Visa, to Britton Rogers. Mr. McCarty has 
been engaged in farming all his life. He owns about seven hundred acres of the average 
land of Clarke county, located two miles north of Shubuta. The soil is sandy and his chief 
crops are corn, oats, potatoes, ete. He plants some cotton but restricts himself to a few 
acres, farming on the intensive scale and using some fertilizer. He raises some stock and 
has some pine land. He isa member of the Baptist church of forty-six years’ standing. 
Mrs. McCarty, who died in May, 1890, was also a Baptist. Mr. McCarty was a member of 
the board of supervisors for four years, and a justice of the peace for many years. Favoring 
education and other interests tending to develop the country, he is in every sense a useful 
citizen. Mr. McCarty has never had a suit in court and only one difference in which he was 
concerned was ever settled by arbitration, and that was decided in his favor, which speaks 
volumes for the honor and fairness which have ever characterized his commercial relations. 

B. McClanahan, of the firm of McClanahan, Wood, Moore, Cottongim & Kennedy, 
known as the Estabutchie Lumber Manufacturing company, of Estabutchie, Miss., was born 
in Nicholas county, Ky., October 18, 1846, one of the eight children of Charles and Eliza- 
beth (Martin) McClanahan. He engaged in active business at the age of twenty, and two 
years later, in 1868, formed a partnership with J. M. Collier, of Millersburg, Ky. ‘They 
purchased a portable sawmill and were engaged in the manufacture of lumber principally, 
until the spring of 1877, when Mr. McClanahan came to Mississippi and went into the lam- 
ber business at Bogue Chitto, his firm being known asthe Keystone Lumber & Improvement 
company. In December, 1SS9, he sold ont his business there, and in the spring of 1890 
came to Estabutchie and purchased an interest in the Estabutchie Lumber Manufacturing 
company. The mill of this company is one of the most extensive in southern Mississippi, 
having a capacity to saw thirty thousand feet of lumber per day, and connected with it are 
a planingmill and adequate drying kilns. Connection is made between the mill and Leaf 
river, a mile distant, by a railway of the standard gauge and supplied with steel rails. On 
this track the company runs a train of tive logging cars and a locomotive. A tract of about 
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fifteen thousand acres of fine land covered with timber is used as the source of supply for 
this establishment. The company employs a large number of hands, and is one of the lead- 
ing industrial institutions in southern Mississippi. 

James McClure, the popular and most efficient treasurer of Jefferson county, Miss., 
although born in Scotland, May 23, 1822, has been a resident of the state of Mississippi 
since 1854, and the confidence the people have in him is therefore intelligently placed, for 
during the long years that he has been in business at this point, they have had every 
opportunity to judge of his character and qualifications. His opportunities for acquiring 
an education in early life were quite limited, for at the age of fourteen years he was 
apprenticed to a coach builder in Manchester, Eng., and there remained until he had 
attained his majority. He then, as is the usual custom in that country, traveled through En- 
gland working at his trade as a journeyman, and this continued for seven years. At the age 
of twenty-eight years he determined to seek his fortune across the water and in August, 1849, 
arrived in the city of New York, at which place he began working for John Stevens, who was 
one of the largest manufacturers of carriages at that time in New York. Such was the pro- 
ficiency of Mr. McClure that for his services he received So per day, which was excellent 
wages for that time and could be commanded by only first-class workmen. He continued to 
fill this position about three years, during which time he was united in marriage to Miss Jane 
Hayes. From the city of New York he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, from which place he came 
to the state of Mississippi. He immediately began working in a carriage manufactory but at 
the end of twelve months he began: work on his own account, having bought out his employers. 
Being a skillful workman, his goods soon became widely known and orders for work began to 
pour in rapidly, and a period of decided prosperity set in. By excellent management he was 
enabled to accumulate a fine property. While he has at times been engaged in other branches 
of business, he has never given up the carriage building, and is still the owner of an excel- 
lent shop at Fayette, where, when he feels the need of recreation, he often lays aside his coat, dons 
his work apron, and taking his tools in hand can form as good a joint as in days of yore when 
a journeyman in England, and thoroughly enjoys the work. It has often been said of him: 
‘“* He is wedded to his trade.” In 1550 he sent for his widowed mother and her family to 
join him in America, but she died soon after her arrival and was buried at New York city. 
Mr. McClure has one brother, who is a prosperous planter of Jefferson county, and his only 
sister is the wife of Joseph E. McBride, also a planter of this county. Their parents were 
William and Jane (Baxter) McClure. x 

At the breaking out of the Civil war James McClure was among the first to respond to 
the call for troops, and in April, 1861, enlisted in company D of the Nineteenth Mississippi 
infantry, with the rank of sergeant, and was in many severe engagements under General Lee. 
He made as bravea soldier and officer as ever trod the crimson turf of a battlefield, and he 
was conspicuous for his strict adherence to duty. Being a man of decided will power and 
possessing a splendid physique, he bore the hardships and privations of war well, and during 
his entire service was never sick and never missed a roll-call. Neither was he wounded dur- 
ing his service, and, in fact, could be relied upon at all times by his superior officers. Since 
antebellum days he has taken a deep interest in political questions of the day, has been 
president of the democratic clubs of the county, and since 1873 has held the office of county 
treasurer. Notwithstanding the fact that the county has long been well and justly noted for 
the sterling, honest and superior capabilities of her public. officials, this enviable reputation 
has been fully sustained by Mr. McClure, who is eminently capable of filling any position 
within the gift of the people. His work shows the most perfect arrangement, and the work- 
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ings of an intelligent and well-directed mind. He connected himself with the I. O. O. F. 
society in early manhood, and is the oldest member Of that order in the county, holding 
official positions in both the lodge and encampment. For the past fifteen years he has been 
treasurer of his lodge, and is also filling the same position in the Masonic lodge, of which he 
has been a member for many years. He and his family are members in good standing of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and are well known for their charity and liberality and for their 
support of worthy enterprises. Personally and in every private relation and duty of life Mr. 
McClure may be taken for a model, for he has ever been the soul of true honor, and has the 
instincts and training of a true gentleman, which he manifests in his daily walk through life. 
He has one son, James, Jr., who was born in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, November 1%), 1So4, 
and since the age of nine months has been a resident of the state of Mississippi. His first 
knowledge of the world of books was received in the Phcenix high schgol of Fayette, but 
later he entered Jefferson college, where he became thoroughly fitted to enter Washington 
and Lee university of Lexington, Va. Upon the recommendation of Gen. Custis Lee, son of 
R. E. Lee, and of the faculty, he was made first assistant teacher in Jefferson college, and 
this position he filled with ability for ten years. Three years prior to the abandonment of 
this position he had formed a copartnership with M. C. Harper in the general mercantile bus- 
iness in Fayette, and resigned his position as teacher to give more attention to this business, 
much to the regret of the trustees of the college, who thoroughly approved and appreciated 
his methods as a teacher. They are extensive cotton factors and are wideawake and pushing 
business men. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and socially belongs to 
the American Legion of Honor, the Knights of Pythias, the A. F. & A. M. and the I. O. O. F. 
On October 9, 1884, he was married to Miss Etta Girault Campbell, daughter of Robert 
W. and Cordelia (Girault) Campbell, of Fayette, descendants of the earliest settlers of 
Natchez. Mr. and Mrs. McClure have two little daughters, Etta and Coralie, and one son, 
James Percy. 

Hon. Monroe McClurg, Vaiden, Carroll county, Miss. Many men attain distinction 
after reaching the meridian of life, but to few is it given to be crowned with success before 
they have passed the second score of the threescore years and ten allotted to man. The 
subject of this brief biography forms one of these rare exceptions, and therefore is worthy of 
consideration in this connection. He is a native of Carroll county, Miss., born March 19, 
1857, on his father’s farm near Vaiden. His great-grandfather, a Scotchman, come to this 
country before the Revolutionary war, settled in South Carolina, and raised a family. 
William McClurg, Monroe’s grandfather, was born in Abbeville district, S. C., on December 
1, 1800. Some of the older ones of the family went to Pennsylvania; one, James McClurg, 
was a member of the convention that framed the constitution of the United States; he was 
admitted May 25, 1787, as a delegate from Virginia, in the room (place) of Patrick 
Henry, who declined, and with Edmund Randolph, George Mason and George Wythe of 
that state he declined to sign the constitution, while their colleagues, the immortal George 
Washington, John Blair and James Madison, Jr., appended their names. William came to 
Mississippi in 1820 and settled in the county of Hinds; he afterward moved to Kemper 
county and from there to Carroll county in 1839, where he died September 29, 1863. Yancy 
Crawford McClurg, the father of Monroe, the youngest son of William McClurg, was born 
in Hinds, October 15, 1825, and came to Carroll county with his father at the age of ten 
years and has lived there to this date. He was a Confederate soldier in the Twenty-eighth 
Mississippi volunteer cavalry, and served through the war, acting as captain of company A dur- 
ing the last year of the conflict. After the surrender he returned to his farming pursuits 


: aioe rm he mi - ; 4 _ 
Prat AVVEEV ARTE, Ler WALOW 


a v () 1 salt ddiw Donald horauave wH Ssavins bossonth-tioW f Ball 








































woard ee oil cvicay cell jeaey (is Lye Susie citi ‘pau wabol wilt diod nt 
ol doidw to .pbol siucent odhal poltivo oma odd yaillt cela Bt hot bof « 
wdt to yotbonte boo ao) eeneeat ois (tirant eid bin oki = ainey Yoo ‘vol ome i 
viv Qo) bon ysilevedil Ine gfixerio viealtre? nwo thew en bin brands tac 
aM, oth io vinb bas oobele Wavitg, wove oi hus yhinomsT “rsatiqraine a 
of? eed bee sogud sort Wo trea olt need rove and od vol fobont a 401 Td 
Mil dgvoidld dinw vino at edtionet nd usilw \inaeligeg Bit 6 TO a 
04) CL asdomvott olf jimnieait to wie ot ai mod enw ow, ais 
bell GH Linpplaginnt A, Jo cada) 1 sonbiwer a nosd ead edltabnt ‘ofits ape 
lint ~atiega d to Jooulee syuh xicwl oil ui Nevtendr enw edood Yo Baw" 
tly dine WF wine od Lao hSTh rhabygaren aonb mimo? ol ‘startw argoltun nostatiel f 
ly ito 0) ettan) oot) de colebiemmimedi wii cog 6 Hotystixed to 4 
Lhe le los. noxretiel of vale lundeiven Dek ebadt asa od Yue? ‘ent by! 
Himmaebiele olf of soma aiam dedl'D erney a8) vol yhilida iw boll 
acd slilnaozent Lora olf ciieegpetl ON die qiifessatiagoo 6 beano! bad) , 3 
voninnl sit of voiteetin mont ahy @hasdwet sa adivaay vil hengieet bax , 
Dolnoonyae bus beverqee chdarorott ob oyelivs sho eset any Yo k 
guidevg Son aclewsobin oe Pan atoR? aoltas s7teneixe oth woilT odoned ae us | 
o} eoaola!d yilatees ihe iets baepormiage I jdbortiaM edi li-ion 7 at oH ! 
[1.00 Todt boo 16.4.4 Saat aac Tio abidgrerat ft sonoH to aptgot 
Klos to setdyuah pecdyaaly, Maw wae eel ed Deivieet ww ot POET Rad 
jelido®e Jasiline. odd Yo ee calbhouhall voters Io Medqute”d (ie) 
bin cM Sywidourb. wtih owt ead oslo wlth baa, 


; on 


"be 


, rt ry 
Din BLRTIO 


jouikeh ciate aon youll oll pptanes Her) jnehiay : spolQoll aon 
asone din bacwow wb OF sedi J sized of pod nil Jo aethivent oi) 

WT «eet of bovells. «ot hew ee, erontoetit) od) lo eioor hnoser 6ar7 
diltvow ai aolanedd fas ET OL ba Aa yet we) “hy aed saver ign igowd boitd 


wut giod eelé veo tend to eRe eal oA toiipadings waist) nt 
noo iendotoo’ on yoliolbiang tier aOR wosbinT tert oval a‘venint 
mw os beeun bes .uiliotg) dinae ue Boles waw pint towel alt 4 
Co ao, 48 doin wie A ep trier Soe lbianty enroll ‘pid 
widolh wal ane aimee of teow adi Vo aad awhile odd Teg 
ul canted fatial oil) te ane tiern mee haat sncll aoliives tie ot i 
is ‘iwento) avon abt a ieee mot as ofits noan TaTT FP 
iy’ seyret) ban noawht eye aletobaal hau mht Wie baa ibontifoshy 
jue! wil @opesiios tied glidw mopnNteaon edt nym of honilook ¢ 
re alli’ wis vied babwoquyn jab osibalt esciat bind stale mito ae 03 
une of heron biawedie. at pha eogiae® wl mi fhalfien has Neer Re. 
Bis sali hoah wil grow Et a pes Triad od erods a 
[ wow, agro cml We ty woe dames ot wore 16 soullel eit iT o 
nb 20 owe lide wadied ell dive chem Mord “el sintne fra BER! Ot wd y 
ur (ase Tort) ish eosdilen alarwbetae'> a airw GH vwotnly aidt od orailt bovil & 
wh A yaa poien hy niniiae ne péiinn ew add atyword) Devos Law yoheres vestank ¢ 
prin yaiortnt aid od Hoatdow off cobosriecadd toltA \utoilivon alt 10 tee) 






Tete 
1 








1178 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


and is one of the most successful farmers of Garroll county. Capt. Y. C. MeClurg was mar- 
ried to Susan Malissa Cain, the youngest daughter of Patrick Cain, another pioneer settler 
from South Carolina, December 15, 1803. She died August 14, 1S74, and August 25, 1875, 
Captain McClurg married Miss Artimisha Bagley, daughter of Josiah Bagley, also one of the 
oldest landmarks of Carroll county, having settled near Shongalo, now Vaiden, about 1836. 
Hon. Monroe McClurg received his education in the common schools of the country, taking 
an academic course at Louisville. He then entered the law department of the University of 
Mississippi, at Oxford, and was graduated in June, 1878S. He paid all the expenses of his 
education by working on the farm and as deputy in the sheriff’s and clerk’s offices of his 
county. He opened a law office at Vaiden in November, 1879, and at once began to build up 
a practice. He founded the Nucleus, a weekly paper, at Vaiden, and was its editor for a 
year, when he had to dispose of it to devote his entire energies to the discharge of profes- 
sional engagements, which had now grown into a lucrative practice. The Nucleus was a 
great success under his management and its sprightly columns gave splendid testimony every 
issue to the superior intelligence and extraordinarily sound judgment of the brilliant young 
editor. In 1880 he formed a copartnership with the Hon. Thomas H. Somerville, who was a 
lawyer of the first rank and a genuine type of a true Christian Southern gentleman. Mr. 
McClurg has often declared that, next to his marriage, this partnership with Mr. Somerville 
was the most fortunate step of his life, and the public records of Carroll and adjoining coun- 
ties, as well as those of the Federal and supreme courts of the state, show that this firm has 
enjoyed the confidence of the people, and that its members have not been idiers. In addi- 
tion to a large general practice the firm is counsel for two important railroad companies, a 
bank and a money syndicate. Mr. McClurg springs from an ancestry of honest, plain agricultur- 
ists, none of whom were office-seekers or politicians. Since he became a voter he has taken a 
lively interest in local and state affairs from the standpoint of a good citizen, advocating the 
doctrines of the democratic party, and attended, as a delegate from Carroll county, every 
state convention held, but was never a candidate for office until 1S90. He was one of the 
delegates from Carroll county in the constitutional convention of Mississippi which framed 
the new constitution securing legal white supremacy to the people of his state. Although 
one of the youngest members of that body, Mr. McClurg at once displayed such talent and 
ability as to win the respect and admiration of his senior fellow-members. He was placed on 
the committee on apportionment, franchise and elections, the most important subdivision of 
the convention, and on the committee on printing. His speech in opposition to the Campbell 
plan, or plural voting, based upon a property qualification, was pronounced one of the most 
forcible, logical and conclusive arguments made during the session. It killed the plan. He 
secured the adoption into the constitution of those provisions providing for the election of 
presidential electors by the legislature and requiring the legislature to limit or prevent the 
ownership of lands in the state by non-resident aliens and corporations, and providing for the 
change of county and district lines and the removal of courthouses. He introduced a propo- 
sition to abolish capital punishment in the state, but it failed to pass. Mr. McClurg 
greatly preferred the quiet pursuit of his profession and the unmolested enjoyment of the 
association of his little family to political life. He said that “when a man went into 
politics he ought to make provision for his family, give his wife a divoree and devote his 
entire time to his worthless trade.” In the spring of 1891 he opened the famous subtreasury 
eampaign in Mississippi. The advocates of that measure were determined to defeat the 
reélection of Senator George to the United States senate, for the reason that he declared 
their scheme undemocratic, impracticable and unconstitutional, and therefore unworthy of 
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support. They concentrated their efforts in Carroll q@ounty, the home of the senator, and 
it was evident from the first that a hard struggle had begun. Mr. McClurg finally gave a 
reluctant consent to the urgent requests of the friends of the senator to use his name as a 
legislative candidate on their ticket. He heartily endorsed the views of senator George, 
but he considered the fight hopeless in his county, and preferred not to abandon his pur- 
pose to keep out of polities. He made no canvass, but, while his ticket was defeated, he 
stood in the lead on that side for representative. While at the university he represented his 
fraternity, the Phi Delta Theta, in a national convention at Wooster, Ohio, in May, 1878. 
He is a zealous Odd Fellow, having filled all of the offices of that order up to grand mas- 
ter of the grand jurisdiction of Mississippi. He was a delegate from his state to the 
Sunday-school convention which met in international session in Chicago in June, 1888. He 
was married in Vaiden, December 5, 1881, to Miss Ida Blanche Williams, second daughter 
of Andy B. and Mary EF. Williams, of Vaiden. Mrs. McClurg is a cultured, refined lady of 
plain, practical habits. The appointments about her household are exquisitely arranged, 
yet on the common-sense order. Her father was accidentally killed by a friend whom he 
was endeavoring to keep out of a difficulty, in 1867. Her mother is latterly the widow of 
the Rev. J. Neely Carothers, of Houston, Miss. Three children were the offspring of this 
‘happy union: Susie May, Ada Maud and an infant, Monroe, Jr. His family are Presby- 
terians. His two younger twin brothers, Hubbard E. and John E., live in Vaiden, the 
-former a salesman, the latter a druggist and mayor of that town. He has three sisters: 
Mrs. J. S. Tillman; Mrs. T. A. Winborn, of Carroll county, and Mrs. J. B. Harrell, of Gaines- 
ville, Tex., and a half-sister, Miss Katie Belle, still with her father. In the Hon. Monroe 
McClurg Mississippi has a splendid type of the noble young manhood of which she is justly 
proud. t 
John W. McCorinick was born in Jasper county, Miss., in 1835, a son of James J. Me- 
Cormick and Mildred G. (Risher) McCormick, both natives of Carleton district, S. C., of 
whose six children four are living. James J. McCormick was born in 1805, a son of John 
and Martha (Fontaine) McCormick. John McCormick came to Mississippi in 1822, locating 
in Perry county. He removed to Jasper county in 1833 and died there in 1840. In the 
early history of the county he established the Hopewell Methodist Episcopal church. His 
son, James J., grew to manhood in the county and became a successful business man, own- 
ing at the time of his death, which occurred in 1554, considerable property. The subject of this 
sketch was the oldest member of his family and was married in 1860 to Miss Caldona B. 
Owens, a native of Pickens county, Ala., who has borne him seven children. In 1862 he, 
enlisted in company H, of the Thirty-seventh Mississippi regiment, which was commanded by 
Capt. F. B. Loper, with which he served until the close of the war. “He was at the siege of 
Vicksburg, Resaca, Atlanta, Franklin, Nashville, and took part in the engagements at those 
places, besides numerous others not so important. Although his clothes were several times per- 
forated by bullets, he escaped without a wound. After the close of the war, he returned 
home, and engaged in planting, which he has continued so successfully that he has accumu- 
lated considerable property, including seven hundred and fifty acres of fine land. Politically, 
he was a whig until a short time before the war, when he endorsed the democratic principles 
and has voted for the nominee of that party ever since. He was a member of the board of 
supervisors for two terms, from IS7o to 1879, and was later a member for the two terms, 
1853 to [SS7, and during that period was the president of the board. He has long been a 
member of the Masonie fraternity, and, until the disruption of the Knights of Pythias lodge 


at Enterprise, Miss., was a member of that organization also. He and his wife are com- 
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municants of the Methodist Episcopal church. He is a progressive man, who is interested 
in the upbuilding of his town and the advancement of his county and state. 

James McCutchen (deceased) was born in Ohio, but was reared in the Blue Grass regions 
of Kentucky. After remaining there for some time, he went to Vicksburg, Miss., with Thomas 
B. Warfield, and engaged in the commission business. About 1834 he came to Washington 
county, Miss., where he purchased ten hundred acres of land three miles below the present 
site of Greenville. He cleared the greater part of this plantation, Lucern, and resided on it 
until his death, in November, 1843. He was married on the 22d of December, 1835, to 
Miss Susan P. Moseby, a native of Virginia, and daughter of Dr. Littleberry H. Moseby. The 
Moseby family left the Old Dominion about 1828, and settled in Kentucky, locating in Louis- 
ville in 1835. In 1841 Mr. Moseby was appointed postmaster at Louisville by President 
Harrison. He died about 1549, while spending the winter with his daughter, Mrs. McCutchen, 
of Mississippi. By his marriage Mr. McCutchen became the father of three children,ason and 
two daughters, all deceased: Louisa Jane (born in 1837 and died in 1850), Maria Warfield 
(born on the 2d of April, 1539 and died in 1861), and John Moseby (born in 1S41, and in 
1867 was married to Miss Maggie Proctor. He died in 1584 or 1885, leaving a widow and 
seven children, four sons and three daughters, all residing in Greenville). Mrs. MeCutchen’s 
second marriage was with Dr. Littleton L. Taylor, a native of Virginia, who, after studying 
medicine in Philadelphia, began life asa physician in Florida. He came to Mississippi about 
1844, settled at old Greenville, and in 1849 was married to Mrs. McCutchen. In 1555 he 
moved from the river to Deer creek, opened up a new plantation, and about three years later 
moved farther up the creek to Panola plantation. He retired from practice and applied him- 
self to planting, which occupation he carried on until his death, in 1867. To his marriage 
were born three children, as follows: Susan Elizabeth, wife of Henry T. Ireys (see 
sketch); Robert Walter, and Junius Littleton (died in 1865). Mrs. Taylor now resides in 
Greenville with her daughter, Mrs. Ireys. She has seen many changes since first settling in 
Washington county, and recalls many pleasant incidents of the past. She has seen Green- 
ville grow from one house to the flourishing city of to-day. 

Dr. James H. McDaniel is a well-known gentleman of the county, and is actively 
engaged in planting and sawmilling, his residence being near Veto postoftice. He was 
born on the 25th of April, 1S14, to John and Elizabeth (Hutchins) McDaniel, the former of 
whom first saw the light of day in the Old North state. His father died there when he was 
a small boy, and with his widowed mother and her family he removed to Georgia, but 
Mrs. McDaniel soon became dissatisfied and returned to her native state. John continued to 
make his home in Georgia, and was there married, coming, in 1S10, with his wife’s people to 
what is now Lawrence county, Miss., and the next year to Franklin county, settling on a 
woodland plantation on the Homochitto river. He was one of the first residents of the 
county, and, notwithstanding the fact that his land was heavily timbered, he set energet- 
ically to work to clear it, and succeeded in making it one of the most valuable plantations 
in the county. He was an honest and industrious man, and made a valuable acquisition to 
the county of Franklin, for, besides possessing the above mentioned characteristics, he was 
pushing, enterprising, and possessed shrewd and farseeing views on all subjects. He died 
on the 28th of January, 1885, at the age of one hundred years, ten months and two days. 
‘He superintended the opening of the upper Monticello & Natchez road in an early day, and 
during the War of 1812 furnished a substitute. He and his wife were members of the Meth- 
odist church for a great many years, and were worthy and upright Christians in every 
respect, being charitable and kind to those in less fortunate circumstances than themselves. 
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Mr. McDaniel never saw any of his people after leaving Georgia, but contented himself in 
the affection of his wife’s people and in his own immediate family. His wife died on the 2d 
of September, 1S55, at the age of ninety-two years, ten months and three days. She was a 
daughter of John Hutchins, who came here in ISI1, removing a few years later to the east 
side of the Pearl river, where he and his wife passed from life. Dr. James H. MeDaniel was 
the second of ten children, two sons and eight daughters, born to his parents, and he is the 
only one of the family that is hving at the present time. Owing to the wildness of the 
region during his youth, James H. received a very meager education. He was married in 
1841 to Miss Mary Ann, daughter of Lieutenant Daniel and Mary Higdon, the father receiv- 
ing his title while serving in the War of 1S12 at New Orleans. When a young man he came 
to Mississippi, married here, and became a resident of what was known as the Higdon settle- 
ment. In 1840 he was a member of the board of police in Franklin ‘county, Tenn. He fol- 
lowed the life of a planter and died in this county prior to the late war, his widow surviving 
him until 1575, at which time she, too, passed away, being at that time sixty-three years of 
age. To Mr. and Mrs. McDaniel the following children were born: Fluvia J., widow of 
David Herring; John W.; Ione, wife of E. M. Coleman; Mary R., wife of J. I’. Galbreath; 
Martha R., wife of Wm. L. Cato; Olivia, wife of W. L. Cato; Quitman, living, and Daniel J., 
James H., Cynthia and an infant son deceased.* During the Civil war John W. served in 
company E, of the Seventh Mississippi infantry, and at Shiloh was wounded by a falling 
limb and was disabled for some time. He later joined Powers’ cavalry company, and until 
the close of the war served in southern Mississippi. Dr. James H. McDaniel remained with 
his father until 1846, at which time he settled on another part of the old homestead in a 
house of his own, and is now the owner of twelve hundred acres of land on which is a good 
sawmill. When a young man he took up the study of medicine and in 1852 began prac- 
ticing, but at the end cf four years turned his attention te planting. When the war came up 
he was persuaded to resume his practice, which he continued until a few years since, when 
advancing years caused him to retire to a less active life. In 1838-40 he was taxcollector 
of Franklin county, and in the last-named year acted as census enumerator for the same. 
Two years later he was elected to the lower house of the state legislature, and during his 
term was a member of the committee on propositions and grievances. He held the position 
of justice of the peace for many years before and after the war, and about 1S41 was instru- 
mental in establishing Veto postoftice. Just before the war he was elected and served out 
the unexpired term of county treasurer, and in every official capacity in which he served he 
was faithful, zealous and successful. He is a man of superior natural mental endowments, 
and is eminently capable of filling any position within the gift of the people. Many years 
ago he was a member of Franklin lodge No. 11, of the A. F. & A. M., afterward becoming 
a charter member of 5. B. Stampley lodge. 

E. C. McDaniel was born in Tishomingo county, Miss., November 10, 1845. His father 
was Charles McDaniel, who was born in Alabama in 1810. His mother was Miss Jane 
Blakely, and was born in Alabama in [S14 They were married in 1838, and lived in Ala- 
bama, where Mr. McDaniel was a planter until IS41, when he came to Mississippi in 1So, 
having lived in Tennessee a short time before coming here. By his wife above mentioned he 
had four children, and by his second wife, who was Miss Liddie Horn, he had three children. 
He married Miss Horn in 1546. Of the seven children born to these two marriages four are 





*Mrs MeDaniel died March, tset. aged thirty-six years. Ife was married in 1863 to Miss Satlie Fortenbury, who was 
probably born and reared in Lawrence county, where her parents died when she was a little girl. She died in 1865, leaving a 
daughter, Dozzie. Quitman was edueated in the neighboring schools and at Oxford, the daughters receiving their education 
at Brookhaven. 
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still living. Mr. McDaniel and his wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
He was asuccessful business man and planter. A not uninteresting part of the local history 
of Pontotoc county is the sad chapter which relates to the death of Mr. and Mrs. McDaniel, 
who were killed by the explosion of a water-tank at twelve o’clock July 22, 1565. In June, 
1862, E. C. McDaniel enlisted in the Confederate army, and for a time served in Colonel 
Julien’s battalion, in General Roddy’s command in northern Alabama as a private, but was 
later transferred to Forrest’s command in north Mississippi. He was in the battles at Jack- 
son, Tenn., Franklin, Shiloh, Cross Roads and Harrisburg. He received a serious wound at 
the last named place in July, 1865, which unfitted him from further service for three months. 
He joined his command about October, 1865, and was present at the shocking affair at Fort 
Pillow, taking part, later, inthe battle of Okolona, where his colonel, Jeff Forrest, was killed. 
He returned to Mississippi in 1865. Here he married Miss Lucinda Bolen, daughter of 
Brantley Bolen. They have had nine children: Charles J.. who is married; William B.; 
Thomas E.; John R. and Samuel are single; Robert L., who is deceased; Lucinda J.: and 
May Belle and an infant who is deceased. Beginning with little in the way of worldly capi- 
tal, Mr. McDaniel, by strict attention to business, and by the exercise of frugality, has come 
to be one of the most prominent planters in this part of the county, owning seven hundred 
and twenty acres of land, about two hundred and fifty acres of which have been cleared. For 
the past twelve years he has been engaged quite extensively in cottonginning. He and his 
wife are members of the Baptist church. He enjoys the respect of all who know him, and 
ranks among the substantial and entirely trustworthy citizens of this section of the state. 

. Hon. W. A. McDonald, state senator and attorney at law, Ashland, Benton county, Miss., 
was born on a farm in the suburbs of Ashland, on which he now lives. He was the third in 
a family of six children of Arnold and Mary A. (Ayers) McDonald. His father was a native 
of Giles county, Tenn.; his mother, of Jefferson county, Ala. Their parents moved from 
their respective states to Mississippi when both Mr. and Mrs. MeDonald were small children, 
and the latter grew to maturity and were married in this state. They had three sons and 
three daughters, named as follows in the order of their birth: Fannie J., who became the 
wife of R. F. Robison, and is now deceased; John R., William A., Mary (deceased), Martha 
A. and Charles E. Mr. McDonald’s paternal grandfather moved from Tennessee to Missis- 
sippi in. 1836, and was one of the pioneers of this part of the country. His maternal grand- 
parents removed from Alabama to Mississippi in 1837. The father of our subject was reared 
on his father’s plantation, and accumulated considerable landed property and slaves prior to 
the war. Mr. Ayers, his father-in-law, was the sheriff of Jefferson county, Ala., many years, 
and also during several sessions represented his county in the legislature. Mr. McDonald's 
father enlisted in the Confederate service in 1861 as a lieutenant of one of the companies 
composing an infantry regiment, and was afterward promoted to the captaincy of his com- 
pany, and was killed October 8, 1862, while bravely leading his command in the battle of 
Perryville, Ky. His widow survived him, having reared her family on the old homestead so 
successfully as to fit: them for the best society, and cause them to be honored and respected 
by all who know them. She is now in her sixty-third year. W. A. McDonald began life for 
himself at the age of twenty-one, as a newspaper publisher at Ashland, Miss., where he was 
partner and coeditor with William A. Ayers in the Rising Sun. This enterprise was sold out 
in 1878, and in 1879 he entered the law school at Oxford, and in ISSO began the practice of 
his profession in Michigan city, where he was the resident practitioner for three years. In 
1883 he removed to Ashland, where he has since been engaged in the practice of law, and in 
planting. He is the senior member of the firm of McDonald & MeDonald, a partnership 
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well and favorably known throughout this and adjoiping counties. In 1853, soon after he 
took up his residence in Ashland, he was elected to the legislature; he was elected again in 
1886, and in ISSS was elected to the state senate, of which he is now a member. At the bar 
of this county and state his standing is deservedly high, and he is regarded as a legal prac- 
titioner of more than ordinary ability. He is a member of the Masonic order, and is a liberal 
contributor to schools, churches and all worthy enterprises. He was married ia 1556 to Sal- 
lie J. Hamer, a daughter of W. 'T. Hamer, of Benton county, and he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Frederick J. McDonnell, a planter of Monroe county, Miss. (P.O. Kolona, Chickasaw 
county, Miss.), was born five miles southwest of Huntsville in Madison county, north Alabama. 
His great-grandfather, Andy McDonnell, married a Miss Rankin. He lived at Enuisgilling, 
Treland. He had three sons: William, Archie, James; and five daughters: Sallie, Jennie, 
Katie, Elizabeth, Mary. Archie, grandfather of the subject of the present sketch, being 
frail, received a better education than the others. He was sent over to the United States 
before the death of his father. Upon the death of his father, his mother, with her two sons 
and five daughters, came to this country and settled in Buncombe county, N. C. James 
married a Miss Hemphill of Burke county, N.C. He had two sons. William, who courted until 
he was fifty, married and separated from his wife in two years, had no issne. The grand- 
father, the subject of this sketch, Archie, married Miss Elizabeth Jackson Dinsmore, who died 
and is buried in Madison county, north Alabama. F. J. McDonnell’s grandaunt, Sallie, ran 
off and married a man named Gallespie, and ber people heard no more of her. Jennie married 
a Mr. Patton; Katie married a Mr. Hemphill: Elizabeth never married. All of these grand- 
aunts remained in Buncombe county, N.C. Archibald McDonnell, grandfather of the sub- 
ject of the present sketch, moved to north Alabama early in this century and settled in Mad- 
ison county, where he lived and died. His vocation was farming. He departed this life 
December 15, 1820, aged sixty years. To him were born seven children. His family Bible 
left, shows, in his own handwriting, the following record: © (1). Martha McDonnell was 
born August 13, 1799, at eight o’clock inthe morning. She departed this life July 17, 1826. 
(2). Margaret McDonnell was born March 20, 1800, at ten o’clock at night. (3). Jane Me- 
Donnell was born February 21, 1802, at twelve o’clock at night. (4). Catherine McDonnell 
was born April 29, 1504, at two o’clock in the morning. (5). Elizabeth J. McDonnell was 
born April 29, 1810, at one o’clock in the evening. (6). Archibald McDonnell was born 
February 24, 1815, at three o’elock in the morning. (7). Sydney, born , died when six 
months old.” Martha never married; Margaret married William Matkin; Jane married 
Edmond Eljet; Catherine married James Smith; Elizabeth married George Stovall; Archi- 
bald McDonnell, father of the subject of the present sketch, was educated at La Grange col- 
lege, married Mary Sophia, daughter of Dr. Frederick and Pbillippa Jones, March 25, 1846. 
Living near each other (only three-quarters of a mile) and ofttimes thrown in each other's 
company, their marriage was but a natural sequence. To them were born twelve children: 
Sydney, January 15, 1847 (died in infancy); Henry, May 15, 1845; Archie, February 22, 
1850; Fred J., March 4, 1852; Infant D., May 12, 1853 (died May 19, aged seven days); 
Mary Elizabeth, August 25, 854; Louisa, August 6, 1855; Catherine, February 10, 
1857; James 8., May 20, 1859; Thomas, Mareh 21, 1862 (died August 7); an infant daugh- 
ter, June 8, 1864 (died June 18, [S64; aged ten days); and Phillippa, June 4, 1866 (died 


September 28, 1887, aged twenty-one years, three months and twenty-four days). Mary 





Sophia McDonnell died May 6, 1858, aged sixty-three years, ten months and thirteen days. 
Of these children, it will be noticed, seven are still living. He gave his children a good 


Gar 




























































of wile nove, 88BL ak cesiteney) onesie hou add duchy 
cleyw fratoaly wow od saedieligel oul ol Detoole eer oul bunldad ad 


jal dd tA cade a wen dal dota To otweoatde git-od Dotoote ABW 
wig Ingel # en hebruigen ad wal Leena dhegial iver ata ol ai guibanty eid vata’ aur 
bootie Dan aalru olan ht to sedaner o «ORL. aside ont Bald 
1nB of NCES ol hoinwun eo ell, <oemenehinqlinow tle hae eodorgds atomilbed 
tise ops eliwetl Das od hue option dedoetll lo ace JL.W bo vo ldgual 0 iat 
ods: leepisaiy  tetiod ta el 
(nesta saolod O..9) all iw sonnet de winsly a dlanneGlt Jy 
noundell dMtog Yiu wedi toa: olivetaekl fochewalinoe peal iotovit cod eas’ 
goilliyiel te baviloH .ablendl ile ulivinwed Honaeolt oginligs v 
Sinuel wlled :aolilgeah of baw wel ,oidotA jamilliWh cand rary baby 
yom dotudle jusecq odd Jo toile oot Ty asin botarg oiderk a 
gate Retia Tt edi wo Jost som oi wiedso- od) add woUsotbe shied # 
soon OWd Toul aliiw jtostiow: cid -redieheel Yo dinsh odd aeq'T subbed aih 
enol OOM pianos eden at Balkise, hoa yuri eth od onrre 
ljjio besitos olw .oailliW «soe aw hadoH J) inne wdun'l to HivkyeaoEl 2 
bury off one om fal sanyo ah wliw eel met) Delaryes baw h 
boih odw «romeauit] oodles h dive ait betrays dota sul Ye > ri 
MLE. Javesbortry alone tel bo ecatnliée dinom “tata posthalh4 
bomen ciniel el lo ongion bag viqesg wid Daa ongeslin homer andi 
busiy ond! bo LA bebe vou dhieenillt Midepme A cM i bebriinat sited) 
die od? to wuliatboory theta hatte O.Y panos oderbomial abd 
belt ai belies hue yoda vidi vinae sues dom ot Bevow \toteded 
eh ail) bopuayeb oH aioe) «ow ctolhe ALE -sbeib bee Devil aie 
(dil ists Ho wnetblids coos cael aw etd oD) andy ysis bege Wei Ht 
ww [eusoMoll efiank (1) " chaos guieeliol ed) watinwbosd weet Ga 
OLek TL alot oti] id) bohaqubad&  2elero wilt sidools'odieis dn COTE ae ; p 
lf age (FE) sreia ip ocloointe med te (ED OE dstalé aid enw lvnuotolt Jom 
Hugaoiol! saree 44) Jeglade dooly'e apheged tm 2080 1S viandet ae 
W Honaullol. & dtedssil 00) queen ad) arslecle’e oft dmqhOed Sis 
usw Lloowotlol. bindiderA YO) -golawpecmlt al hefe vac ts TBE 


pet 


Bh, 


is asthe be po m— od yoahye 49) piel oh oloolo'o ewrmdide a 
boitnen voel suidtelt oil ae fet pbotaan deven alee 

dwA jtlivoit eoaeot) bara divalent (aie enact b heii oninedtaD 7 

os snuetty ad ba Soadinensio:w: ee ela eee nap sock) to dovidiee oul) ho geetded Dies of 


ia CE dwelt senol nqqillidd baw doivelet al to xoidgonl aided ike Be 
f woud) -surilthe bas (olin te evittep-vrdrylae) Iolo iets 
wooed pood ow weet oD ip Leia a dod ew opetren alae 
vine yates tb?) Ab qh gael piedentai at beth) TEP Gt wk | ‘ 
eye wereas: boa YY dol delle DMEM (Si ge AE, dana RGR dosnlé oh 
Ot yoni, cuitodip 68h. a oainol heed 8S eget 
utils data on of deve Tt) CAD Ee eae lh pean GE) OS welt ie eae 
boib) Met 2b eth ayqihid? bee sail ned heya 06) 64 oa b boih) wee 
wall (ayoh mmol-vimews bee ediage yond) wey snongiewd begh Poet: in 
eval weodtid) ban elton od yoowy donuliegtnie bogn 208 l-0 yalt feity) te 
hooy 6 awitite «id ovmy OL). gaivit Mite em aviee  ealthle S 








1184 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


education, most of them having graduated at college. He and his wife both united with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. F. J. MeDonnell, the subject of this sketch, was edu- 
cated principally at Dr. Carlos G. Smith's high school, in Huntsville, Madison county, north 
Alabama; also attended University of Virginia (Charlottesville) a session of nine months. Tn 
1876, September 7, he married Miss Corra M. Gaillard of Tippah county, north Mississippi, and 
in 1877 located at Ripley, Miss., Tippah county, and was elected principal of Ripley institute, 
a high grade school for boys. In the beginning of the year 1878 he moved to the prairies 
of Monroe county, Miss., where he has since made his home. In 1590 he was elected as 
one of the three delegates which Monroe county was entitled to, to a seat in the constitu. 
tional convention, which convened in the city of Jackson, August 12, 1890. He served on 
the committee on education. Politically he is, first, last, and all the time, a democrat. He 
thinks if there are wrongs, grievances, to be redressed, the work must be done through the 
democratic party. If relief from burdensome taxation and oppression can not thus he 
obtained, ours then is a hopeless and helpless case. While a member of the Alliance he is 
against any third party; thinks the farmers should use the organization as a means of bet- 
tering their condition, socially. morally, intellectually, financially, but should not convert 
the organization into a secret political organization. He is opposed violently to secret polit- 
ical organizations; thinks they are not in keeping with the free and open spirit of our gov- 
ernment. Our political organizations should be free and open. He and his wife are both 
identified with the Methodist Episcopal Church South, of which they have been members 
for some time. Upto the time of their marriage, his wife was a member of the Old School 
Presbyterian church; of her own accord, she united with the church of her husband's 
choice, believing that it was more appropriate for man and wife to worship at the same 
church and lead their children to the same Sunday-school. To them have been born eight 
children, named as follows, in the order of their birth: Catherine, Corra G., Mary Lou, 
Jennie, Archie, Fred J., Jr., Augustus Heury, Sophie. Mrs. McDonnell, (nee Miss Corra 
M. Gaillard) is a graduate of the Huntsville female college, Huntsville, Madison county, 
north Ala. She is a daughter of Augustus McClellan Gaillard and Marthana (Thomas) 
Gaillard. Her father was born in South Carolina in 1835; her mother in 1845. Their par- 
ents settled in Tippah county. Mr. A. M. Gaillard and Miss Marthana Thomas, were mar- 
ried in 1857. Mrs. Gaillard died in January, 1SS4. F. J. McDonnell has devoted most 
of his time and attention, since cominy to Monroe county, to farming. He claims to have 
been moderately successful, considering the uncertainty of the crops, and the uncertainty of 
the prices, and furthermore, the uncertainty of the negro labor. No great modicum of suc- 
ces has attended the efforts of the farmers in this country. ’ 

LeRoy D. MeDowell is the senior member of the well known firm of McDowell & Weir, 
leading druggists at Starkville, Miss. This business was established in 1575 under the tirm 
title of Deavenport & McDowell, and thus continued until 1890, when the present firm was 
established. McDowell & Weir are wideawake, thoroughgoing business men, do an annual 
business of $30,000 and carry a stock of drugs, medicines, books, ete., that would do credit 
to any city in the state. Mr. McDowell is also vice president of the First National bank. 
Nothing of a public nature that has a forward tendency escapes his liberal support. 
He was active in obtaining subseriptions and otherwise materially aided in the location 
of the Agricultural and Mechanical college at Starkville. Mr. McDowell also has a 
fine farm of several hundred acres and is engaged in the breeding of fine horses, the best 
that the country affords. He also raises thoroughbred Jersey cattle, Devons and Red Poled, 
and spares no pains to porfect the breed. Mr. McDowell was born in Chester district, 5. 
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C., in 1838, and is the son of Henry and Eleanor (Marion) McDowell, natives of Ireland, born 
in 1812 and ISI8 respectively. They came to the United States with their parents when 
quite young, and the father was reared in Charleston and the mother in Fairfield district, S. 
C. They were married in Chester district of that state, and in 1847 removed to Chickasaw 
county, Miss., settling near Houston, where the father farmed for a few years. He then 
removed to Houston, and there the mother died. He received his final summons in Sunflower 
county, Miss., in 1857, while there prospecting. He ran a hotel in Houston for a number of 
years, but the latter part of his life he practiced law. He had a good English education, 
was full of business and energy, and accumulated several good fortunes in his day. He 
was active in political matters and was an uncompromising democrat. He was a member 
of the Masonic fraternity and his own as well as his wife’s ancestors for several venera- 
tions back were members of the Presbyterian church, and prosperous and industrious 
citizens. The paternal grandfather, Henry McDowell, Sr., after residing in South Carolina 
for some time, removed to Grenada county, Miss., where he had some children living, 
and there his death occurred. He was a planter by occupation. The maternal grandfather, 
Patrick Marion, was a rich planter of the Palmetto state and there he and wife passed 
the closing scenes of their lives. They weie the parents of seven children. LeRoy D. 
McDowell, the fourth in order of birth of five sons and four daughters, received a liberal 
education and when about twenty-one years of age engaged in merchandising at Okolona, 
where he remained until the opening of the conflict between the two sections. He then joined 
company B, Kleventh Mississippi infantry and was all throughthe Virginia army as a private, 
fighting at Seven Pines, through the Peninsular campaign, seven days at Antietam, all 
through the campaign of 1864, and at the time of General Lee’s surrender his division was 
near Petersburg, when they were surrounded and butchered, only about fifteen of the entire 
brigade escaping with their lives. This was the only time he was captured and he never 
received a wound during his four years’ hard service. After the war he engaged in busi- 
ness 1t Okolona and there continued until 1S74, when he came to Starkville. Since then he 
has been engaged in the business above mentioned. On November I4, 1S6S, he was married 
to Miss Mary M. Deavenport, a native of Pulaski, Tenn., and the daughter of Dr. Matthew 
Deavenport, of Virginia. When young the Doctor went to Tennessee, thence to Mississippi 
and was married at Clinton, of that state. He afterward returned to Pulaski, Tenn., but 
since then has resided in Corinth, Aberdeen, Okolona and other cities of Mississippi. He spent 
a few years in California after the war and then resided at Starkville, where his wife died about 
1879. He died in the Lone Star state a few years later. He was a man of brilliant intellect, 
a successful physician and an able writer. He at one time edited a paper in Aberdeen, one 
also in Corinth, a daily in Griffin, Ga., and one in Starkville. He was aman of varied resources 
and of great information. To Mr. and Mrs. McDowell were born three ehildren, all now 
deceased. Mr. McDowell stands high as a Mason, having been worthy master of Albert lodge 
No. 89, at Starkville. Ho is also a prominent member of Starkville lodge 753, Knights of 
Honor, and the Knights and Ladies of Honor. He and wife hold membership in the Presbyterian 
eburch. Mr. MeDowell is popular with every one, has a wide circle of acquaintances, and his 
character is above reproach. His brothers and sisters were named as follows: R. Alexan- 
der (deceased) was captain of company H, Eleventh Mississippi regiment and served in the 
Virginia army all through the war; Henry M. (deceased) was in the Eighteenth Mississippi, 
known as the Beauregard rifles, and was killed the last day of the seven days’ fight around 
Richmond; Hazleton died when young; William B., of Okolona, was in company H, eleventh 
Mississippi, and was so severely wounded at Gettysburg that he was disabled from further field 
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duty. He was then in the quartermaster department; James T. enlisted in the cavalry when 
but a boy. His death oceured at Okolona; Mary (deceased) was the wife of R. P. Black; 
Carrie A. (deceased) was the wife of M. Houseman, and Eleanor A. (deceased) was the wife 
of E. A. Mosley. 

Dr. J. C. McElroy, physician and surgeon, Newton county, Miss., was born in Lincoln 
county, Tenn., in 1825, and is a son of Archibald and Elizabeth (Herley) McElroy, natives of 
North Carolina. The father was a planter by occupation and followed this calling all his 
life. He died in 1535 at the age of fifty-five years. He served in the War of 1S12 and was 
an ardent admirer of General Jackson. His father, Micajah MeElroy, was a native of North 
Carolina and was a soldier in the war of the Revolution. Dr. McElroy was reared and edu- 
cated in the place where he was born. In 1842 he came to Mississippi and settled in Lauder- 
dale, where he resided seven years. There he began the study of, medicine, reading under 
the preceptorship of Dr. L. A. Ragland. In 1846-8 he attended medical lectures at Lexing- 
ton, Ky., being graduated in the spring of 1S{8. He then came to Decatur, Newton county, 
Miss., and entered upon the practice of medicine. This he continued in this place until the 
year 1871, when he removed to Newton; here he has built up an extensive practice. He is one 
of the oldest physicians in eastern Mississippi, and is widely known throughout the sur- 
rounding counties; he is conscientious and skillful and is perfectly fitted for the numerous 
demands made upon the family physician. He served in the war with Mexico in 1846, being 
lieutenant of a company from Tennessee; he was first a private, then physician and surgeon 
and was afterward promoted to a lieutenantey; his term of service was from early in 1846 
until the treaty of peace was issued. He was married in the fall of 1S48 to Miss Cynthia A., 
daughter of Mijamin Smith, of Lincoln county, Tenn. Mrs. McElroy died in July, 1869, 
leaving a family of nine children, seven of whom are still living. The Doctor married a 
second time Mrs. Ridgeway, a daughter of Joshua Sheptrine, of Decatur, Miss. When 
the late war broke out the Doctor enlisted in 1863, and was captain of a company. He was 
discharged in seven months on account of disability, and returned to his home. He and his 
family are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and are active workers for 
the upbuilding of the cause of Christianity. He is a member of the A. F. & A. M., belong- 
ing to the Blue lodge and chapter. In IS61 the people of his county testified to the confi- 
dence which they reposed in the Doctor by electing him to represent them in the legislature 
of the state; this houor was three times conferred upon him. He is an excellent gentleman, 
of untarnished reputation; he has high rank in bis profession and is a loyal, patriotic citizen. 

Dr. J. B. McEwen, a well-knowu physician in Oxford, was born near Franklin, Tenn., in 
1836, in the month of November. He is the second of a family of eleven children of Cyrus 
and Eliza Ann (Bell) McEwen. The mother was the youngest sister of the Hon. John Bell, one 
of tho presidential candidates in [S60. The parents were natives of Tennessee, and father 
being a planter. In 1836 he came to Lafayette county, Miss., and settled five miles west of 
Oxford. He purchased six hundred and forty acres of wild land, which he cleared and placed 
under cultivation; as his means increased he added to this first purchase, and at the 
breaking out of the Civil war he owned fifteen hundred acres of good land. well improved. 
He had been very successful in his agricultural pursuits, and had a handsome fortune, which 
was swept away by the war. He died in 1882 at the age of eighty-one years, leaving a clean 
record and a stainless name; his wife had passed away a short time before. They were worthy 
members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. Cyrus McEwen was a man of wide infor- 
mation and culture and while fully aroused to his country’s welfare he never entered actively 
into politics. He was what was known in his day as a Henry Clay whig, fully endorsing the 
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grand compromises urged by that famous statesmen. Though a slaveholder he was a kind and 
generous one, opposed tosecession. His love for the Union made him regret the policy of sep- 
aration, though, when the storm of war began he was everything he should have been to his 
neighbors and friends, his kindred and his country; his roof received the soldier with true 
and genuine hospitality, and though his fields were plundered, his barns and granaries 
stripped of their contents and everything he had paid tribute to the armies of both sides, yet 
he never failed to do his whole duty in all those times. While the Confederate soldier was 
warmly welcomed, the Federal soldier when kindly disposed was generously treated as well. 
Dr. McEwen was reared on his father’s farm in this county, where he passed an wnevent- 
ful youth. He received an excellent education, being graduated from the State university at 
Oxford, in 1858. He at once began the study of medicine and was graduated from the Univer- 
sity at Nashville, in 1861. Just as he was ready to enter upon his work of saving men from 
death, he was called to that opposite science which we call war; he enlisted in the Confed- 
erate army in company K, Miller’s battalion; he participated in the battles of Belmont and 
Shiloh, and had been promoted to the position of second lieutenant when he was obliged 
to resign on account of ill health. Upon recovering his strength he rejoined the service, 
enlisting as a private in the company of C. C. Wilburn: he was soon made first Heutenant, 
and was afterward made captain of company K, Fourth Mississippi cavalry; he was in several 
important battles, aud was taken prisoner at Harrisburg, Miss.; he was taken thence to John- 
son’s island, where he was held for seven months; he was exchanged February 14, 1865. He 
then took up the practice of his profession, and also gave some attention to agriculture. In 
1876 he removed to Oxford, where he has gained a large patronage. He was married October 
7, 1862, to Miss 8S. S. Handly, of Pontotoe county. Two children have been born to this 
union: Courtenay Estelle and William Barron, a druggist of Oxford. Dr. McKwin takes 
an active interest in political matters, and has served as treasurer of his county, making an 
honest, capable official. Dr. McEwen is known among the people of his home as one of the 
kindest-hearted of men. He is also noted for his uniform courtesy and pleasant manners 
and for that love of his kind that makes the popular physician. No patient is too poor 
to command his professional services. These are for the humble and the lowly as well as for 
those more favored, and whether compensate] or not Dr. MeEKwen is ever ready to obey 
the call of suffering humanity. Such men are blessings to any commuuity. 

B. B. MeFaddin is a well-known planter, whose postoffice address is Tilden, Itawamba 
county, Miss. He was born in Alabama, August 22, [SI9, a son of William H. and Cather- 
ine (Holloway) MeF addin, natives of Virginia. He was educated in Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, and was married, July 28, 1840, to Miss Almena Medley, who was born in Alabama in 
1824, a daughter of William and Elizabeth (MeWilliams) Medley. Her father was a native 
of Tennessee, and her mother was born in Alabama. To Mr. and Mrs. Meladden have been 
born fifteen children, nine sons and six daughters, twelve of these grown to maturity: Oliver 
P., Samantha K., Dora, Richard B. K., Martha M., Covella T., William G. (killed in battle 
of Resaca, Ga.) and the following, who are also deceased: Albert M., James M., Ethelbert 
N., Mary J., Zenobia A., Commodore, Desdemona A. and Peter F. Mr. MeFaddin is a 
stanch democrat politically. His first official position was that of justice of the peace, which 
he held with much credit for two years, the fairness and wisdom of his rulings and decisions 
being frequently commented upon. Later he served for three terms as a member of the 
board of supervisors of Itawamba county, two terms by election and one by appointment, and 
he was appointed and served one term as registrar of the county. He is a Master Mason and 
a member of the Farmers’ Alliance, His ruling characteristic is a great love of sport. In 
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his religious belief he is a Universalist. He is liberal in his views, und has ever been gener- 
ous in his support of all worthy measures. His wife isa member of the Baptist church. He 
has lived upon his present homestead since 1840, and has one of the most beautiful and com- 
fortable homes in Itawamba county. It is one of the most sightly objects on the Fulton and 
Detroit road. He is the owner of more than twelve hundred acres of land, and is otherwise 
well to do. He is the oldest citizen of the county living in his immediate vicinity. 

Baxter McFarland, judge of the court of chancery of the first judicial district, was born 
in Lafayette county, Miss., and is the son of George W. and Ann (Clark) McFarland, both 
natives of North Carolina, who emigrated to Mississippi about 1830 and located in Lafayette 
county, later moving to Chickasaw county, where they both died. George W. McTarland 
was a farmer, though his county honored him by conferring upon him several offices, the 
duties of which he faithfully discharged. They had six children, three of whom are living, 
viz.: Kate, Laura and Baxter. The family seems to have been imbued with a military spirit, 
the grandfather having been a Revolutionary soldier, and received a wound at Guilford court- 
house. The grandson, Baxter McFarland, was educated in private schools in Chickasaw 
county, Miss., leading a farmer boy’s life until he was eighteen years of age, when he left 
home to attend law school at the University of Mississippi. He began to practice his pro- 
fession at Houston, Miss., but the war breaking out shortly afterward he enlisted in the 
Chickasaw guards. commanded by Capt. W. F. Tucker, which belonged to the Eleventh 
Mississippi regiment volunteers, which was in General Bee’s and General Whiting’s brigade. 
He served in this company till 1863 as orderly sergeant and lieutenant, participating in all 
the battles of the army of northern Virginia till that time, and was dangerously wounded 
in the fights around Richmond, at Gaines’ mill. He took part in all the bitter engagements 
from Chickamauga on to the close of the war, participating in such battles as Chickamauga, 
Missionary Ridge. Atlanta and Hood’s Tennessee campaign, Franklin, Nashville, ete. The 
wound at Gaines’ mill in 1862 disabled him for months. As soon as possible he rejoined his 
regiment, but in 1863 joined the Western army and became adjutant of the Forty-first 
Mississippi regiment, and afterward adjutant general, with the rank of major. Still later he 
joined Lee’s army, but the struggle coming to a close he returned to Houston, where he 
became associated in the practice of law with Judge J. A. Orr and Col. J. R. McIntosh, the 
firm being Orr, McFarland & McIntosh. Tn 1570 he removed to Aberdeen, Miss., forming a 
partnership with Gen. Reuben Davis, one of the best known criminal lawyers of the state. 
Later he formed a third partnership with his brother-in-law, John W. Holliday, a young man 
of a high order of mind, who died shortly after, and the firm was changed to Davis, MeFar- 
land & Paine. In 1883 Major McFarland was appointed judge of the chancery court, and 
is now serving his second term, and is highly endorsed by all classes for a third term. He 
has faithfully served his state for eight years. He has been connected with some of the most 
noted criminal cases within its boundaries, and many very important civil cases, and’ he has 
won for himself a high reputation as a lawyer and a fluent and able speaker. Politically he 
is a democrat, and he has been a delegate frequently to the democratic state conventions, as 
well as those of the county. He was married in 1870 to Miss Mary Elolliday, and has four 
children: John B., Thomas H., Anne and Ben. His wife is of illustrious descent, being a 
daughter of Col. John Holliday and a granddaughter of Gen. Jesse Speight, who was a 
member of the North Carolina congress for many years and was United States senator at the 
time of his death. He was also president of the state senate of Mississippi. At the time 
of his death he was not fifty years old. He was suceceded in the United States senate by 
Hon. Jefferson Davis, who filled General Speight’s unexpired term. 
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John McFarland, deceased, was prominently identified with the early settlement of Yalo- 
busha county, and is entitled to mention in this history of the leading citizens of the state of 
Mississippi. He was born in Smith county. Tenn.. in [SOS, and was there married to Miss 
Harrict Sheppard, who was born in Haywood county, Tenn. In 1!S40 they removed to 
Mississippi and settled near Water Valley, where he engaged in tilling the soil; he soon 
became one of the most prosperous farmers of the neighborhood. At the beginning of the 
Civil war he owned about seventy-five slaves, and cultivated one thousand acres of land. He 
lost heavily by the war, however, and had to begin at the bottom of the ladder again. But 
a ian of his ability and energy could not stay down in the business world, and by close atten 
tion he soon gained a foothold and suecceded in acquiring a large estate. He took but little 
interest in polities, merely exercising his right of suffrage; for several years he served as 
supervisor of the county, and was a member of the Yalobusha county militia. He was aman 
greatly respected for his deep integrity of character and genuine worth. He was a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, taking an active part in the service of his Master. He 
belonged to the Water Valley lodge No. 132, A. F. & A. M. He was a strong advocate of 
practical education, and took delight in giving his children the best opportunities in this 
direction. He affiliated with the democratic party after the war. His death occurred in 
1S70.° Mr. McFarland was twice married; by the first union there were born six children: 
Thomas J. McFarland, editor and proprietor of the North Mississippi Herald of Water 
Valley; Dr. J. M., a resident of California: the other four are deceased, and the mother passed 
out of this life in 1854; she was an earnest Christian, and a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. Mr. McFarland was married a second time to Adaline Sugg, a native of Mar- 
shall county, Miss. By this union there were born tive children, one of whom is yet living, 
Lewis B. McFarland, who resides on the old home place. The mother, with her two daughters, 
died within a month; Beulah died September 15, 1883, the mother, October 2, [558, and 
Ella, October 10, 18S3; Sallie died October 10, 1867, and Lillie, in August, 1870. The 
mother was an active worker in the Methodist Episcopal church. Thomas J. McFarland was 
reared in Mississippi and was educated at the University of Oxford, Miss., from which he was 
graduated in 1871. He then returned to Yalobusha county and practiced his profession, that 
of the law, until ISSS, when he founded the North Mississippi Herald. He was marricd to 
Miss W. R. Byers, of Panolo county, Miss., the daughter of A. W. Byers, a prominent 
planter off the county: she was educated at the Monticello (IIL) Female seminary; one child, 
ason, was born of this marriage; he diefl at the age of one year. Thomas J. entered the 
Confederate army, and enlisting in the Fifteenth Mississippi regiment, company I’, he served 
from. [S61 to 1863, a period of two and a half years; he was but fifteen years of age when 
he enlisted; he was in many important engagements, and served both in the infantry and 
cavalry. In his political opinions he agreed with the democratic party. Lewis B. MeFar- 
land, the only living ehild of the second marriage of John MeFarland, was born August 27, 
[S57, in Marshall county, Miss., at the home of his grandfather, where his mother was spending 
some time; he was reared in Yalobusha county and received his education in the common 
schools of Water Valley. He started out in life upon his own responsibility at the age of 
fifteen years, and was frst employed as a clerk by T. J. West & Co. for a period of two years; 
at the end of that time he purchased an interest in the stock, and continued in the business 
for eight years; he disposed of his share of the business and returned to his home, engaging 
in agriculture. He was united tn marriage February 24, [8S7, to Miss Tommie Simith, the 
only child of Thomas Smith; she was born and raised in Yalobusha county, andis thetmother 
of two children:  Wlizii and Mila Clyde. Mir. Melarland’s plantation contains ten hundred 
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and forty acres, three hundred of which are yoder cultivation. He is a young man of energy 
and enterprise, and has the highest respect of the community in which he lives. He and his 
wife are consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal church. In his political convictions 
he is found in the ranks of the democratic party. He is a member of Valley City lodge No. 
402, A. F. & A. M. i 

H. B. McGee, planter, Tchula, Miss., was born in Georgia, within thirteen miles of Mil- 
legeville, on the 20th of December, 1817, and his father, Joseph McGee, was a native of 
Maryland, born on the 25th of March, 1786. The elder MeGee was a planter by occupation 
and moved to Mississippi in 1834, locating in Noxubee county, and settled in Holmes county 
in 1843, where his death occurred in 1855. He was a whig in politics. He was twice mar- 
ried, first, to Miss Matilda Brantley, by whom he had two sons, Irwin G. and Thomas G., and 
after her death he married Miss Susan Bonner, a native of- Virginia, who died in Holmes 
county in 1549, when in her fifty-ninth year. The children born to the second union were, 
named in the order of their births, as follows: H. B., Benjamin, Joe, Matilda, Levi, Mary, Susan, 
William and Sallie. © The parents of these children were both members of the Methodist 
church. The paternal grandfather, Davis McGee, was a native of Maryland, and the mater- 
nal grandfather, Joseph Bonner, was a native of Virginia. The latter moved to Georgia and 
there received his final summons. Of the nine children born to Joseph McGee’s second mar- 
riage, H. B. McGee was the eldest in order of birth. He came with his parents to Mississippi 
in 1834, first to Noxubee county and later to Holmes county, where he has ever since been 
engaged in planting. He is now the owner of two thousand five hundred acres of land, eight 
hundred acres of which are under the plow, and his principal crops are cotton, corn and yege- 
tables. Mr. McGee gained his edueation by self-application, studying diligently evenings by 
the light of a pine knot. He was married first on the 25th of November, [So1, to Mrs. Sarah 
Red, by whom he had two children, Anna and John, both deceased. His second marriage 
occurred on the 80th of Oetober, 1856, to Miss Emma Crawford, and resulted in the birth of 
one son, Levi, who is now at home. On the 30th of Mareh, 1862, Mr. McGee wedded Miss 
Sarah Cowsert, and by her became the father of a daughter, Sallie, who is now the wife of W. 
H. McCarty, whois engaged in planting in Carroll county, but who was formerly a merchant 
and the owner of a steammill. Mr. McGee is a member of the Methodist church. He is a 
Mason in good standing, but at the present time is not a member of any lodge. He was first 
initiated in Eureka lodge, in 1545, and has taken all the degrees except the commandery 
He is also a member of the Granve, of which he has been master. He is a greenbacker in 
politics. 

B. H. McGee, planter, Acona, Mississippi. Mr. MeGee’s father, Joseph McGee, was a na- 
tive of Maryland. where he was reared and received his early education. He was one of the 
pioneers of Mississippi, moving there as early as 1534 and settling in Noxubee county, where 
he remained until IS42. From there he moved to Holmes county of that state, where he 
followed his former occupation, that of planting. He was a whig in politics. He was twice 
married, his first wife being Miss Matilda Brantler, who bore bim two sons, Erwin G. and 
Thomas G. After the death of his first wife Mr. McGee married Miss Susan Bonner, and 
the fruits of this union were nine children: Henry, Benjamin, Joe, Matilda, Mary, Levi, 
Susan, William and Sallie. B. H. McGee, the second in order of birth of the children 
born to the second marriage, owes his nativity to Jones county, Ga., his birth cecurring on 
June 24, 1819. On December 10, 1542, he was married to Miss Martha E. Ball, a native of 
Mississippi, and the children resulting from this union are as follows: A son (unnamed), was 
born on September 27, 1543, and died on July 10, ISt4; Martha $., was born on Mareh 31, 
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1846; Mary J., born April 7, 1848; Sarah C., born March 31, 1850; Adam M., born May 
10, 1854; Joseph H., born August 24, 1856, and died at six years of age; Hester A., born 
March 20, 1858; William L. was born Mareh 22, 1862. He graduated at the Experiment 
school near Storksville in 1SSo, and is now assistant director of that college, and Charles, 
who was born on March 16, 1866, graduated in 1886 when twenty years of age, and died in 
1888. Mr. McGee has always followed the occupation of a planter, and has been quite sue- 
cessful in that pursuit. He has taken quite an active part in politics and was a whig prior to 
the war. He was a member of the board of supervisors for nine years, and has held the office 
of justice of the peace for four terms and is the present incumbent. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, having joined lodge No. 119 in 1851, and is now a member of lodge No. 
86. He has taken thirteen regular degrees. He was a member of the Grange and at the 
present time is a member of the Alliance organization. He is active in all temperance 
matters, and has been a member of the Methodist church for about fifty years. He 
is an active planter, owns five hundred acres and has three hundred acres under cultivation. 

Samuel M. McGee is one of the most reliable planters of Lee county, Miss., and is 
cheerfully accorded the following space in this record. He was born in the state, in ‘Tippah 
county, in 1846, and is a son of Jesse and Lucinda (Acker) McGee, natives of South Caro- 
lina. The paternal grandfather, John McGee, was married four times, and the father of our 
subject was born of the first marriage. He removed to Mississippi with his family in 1845, 
and settled in Tippah county, where he engaged in farming. He also understood the black- 
ssmith’s trade, which he carried on in connection with his agricultural pursuits. He died at 
the age of forty-two years, in 1851. His wife was born in 1810, and died in 1875. They 
were both members of the Baptist church. They had a family of eight children: Elizabeth, 
wife of Thomas A. Byars; John; Frances, who first married a Mr. Phillips, and after his death, 
a Mr. Burroughs; William, who Was killed at Gettysburg; Susan, Samuel M., James (deceased), 
Mary, wife of Prof. W. R. Brook, but first married to John B. Galloway. Samuel M. 
was reared in what is now Lee county, whither his people had removed when he was four 
years of age. He attended the common schools, and at the age of seventeen years enlisted 
in the Confederate service. He joined company B, Thirty-second Mississippi regiment, 
under M. P. Lowery. Afterward he was under Col. W. H. H. Tison, a full sketch of whom 
is found elsewhere in this volume. He was in the battles of Murfreesboro and Chickamauga, 
and the siege of Atlanta. He was taken prisoner near the latter place, but was soon exchanged. 
After the surrender he returned to his home, and assumed the duty of supporting his mother, 
who was a widow, a widowed sister and two unmarried sisters. He engaged in farming, and 
for two years he was in Texas, following the same vocation. He returned to Mississippi, 
however, and has placed his land in a high state of cultivation. Mr. MeGee was united in 
marriage to Miss Nannie 8. Bond, a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of John C. and 
Frances Bond, natives of South Carolina. Her father died in 1877, but her mother still 
survives. They had five children born to them: Mrs. Faunie Agnew, Mrs. May Byars 
(deceased), Mrs. K. Dulery, Carrie, the wife of W. D. Maytield, and Mrs. MeGee. Mr. and 
Mrs. McGee have no children. They are worthy members of the Baptist church. He 
belongs to Baldwyn lodge No. 108, A. F.& A.M. Politically he affiliates with the dem- 
ocratic party. 

Judge Edward McGehee (deceased), one of the county’s early and prominent settlers 
and royal-hearted citizens, is the subject of this memoir, He was so well known in this 
county and throughout this portion of the state, that no special introduction is necessary to 
call to mind his famihar face and useful life, for here he resided for more than seventy years. 
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He was a native of Oglethorpe county, Ga., born November 8, 1786, and was the seventh son 
of Micajah McGehee and Ann Scott, daughter of James Scott, a native of Prince Edward 
county, Va. Micajah McGehee was the second of a family of seven sons and two daughters, 
born to Edward and De Journet McGehee, both of whom were natives of Prince Edward 
county, she being a descendant of an old Huguenot family, and he the son of Thomas Mack 
Gehee (or McGehee, as it is now written). The latter was originally from St. John parish, 
King William county, where he made his will, July 27, 1724, in which the following children 
were mentioned: William, Ann Bultlas, Dennah, Abner, Abraham, Samuel, Jasdo, Sarah, 
Edward and Mary Dickson. The children born to Edward and De Journet McGehee were: 
John (who settled in Prince Edward county, Va., and reared two sons), Micajah (father of 
Judge Edward), Daniel (who settled near Augusta, Ga., and had three sons and three 
daughters), Mumford (who settled in Pearson county, N. C., and had four sons), William 
(who settled in Milledgeville, Ga.), Samuel (who settled in Amite county, Miss., and had six 
sons and two daughters), and Jacob (who settled in Georgia and had fourteen children). The 
daughters were Mrs. Charles Wommack (of Prince Edward county, Va.), and Mrs. Wright 
(who settled in Tennessee and had twenty-one children). The children born to James Scott 
were: Ann (who married Micajah McGehee), Mrs. Coleman (of Augusta, Ga.), Mrs Spencer 
(of Augusta, Ga.), Mrs. Stubbs (of Milledgeville, Ga.), Mrs. Fannie Gray (of Elbert county, 
Ga.), Mrs. Key (of Edgefield, 5S. C.), Thomas Scott (who married Miss Jarrett, of Virginia. 
and settled in Elbert county, Ga.), James Scott (of Augusta), and General John Scott (who 
married Miss Coleman, of Alabama, and had three children). The children born to Mieajah 
were fourteen, of whom thirteen lived to be grown as follows: James (the eldest, who married 
a Miss Johns, locate] in Georgia and reared a family of five children), Thomas (who married 
Betsey Gilmore and had seven children, and settled in Texas), Elizabeth (wife of Abram 
Hill, by whom were born one son and one daughter), Charles (fourth son of Micajah, acci- 
dentally killed himself while getting his gun to shcot a deer that was crossing the yard), 
Frank (who died single), Abner (who married Charlotte Spencer, by whom he had eleven 
children), the seventh, a daughter, died an infant, William (who married Martha Taliaferro, 
by whom he had two sons, and by a second marriage to Miss Watkins, five children), Sarah 
(who married Thomas Hill, and had six children), Edward (the subject of this memoir), Jack 
(who married Malinde Hill and had eleven children), Abram (who married Harriet Hiil, had 
two children, and by a second marriage, with a Miss Peniston, had also two children), Hugh 
(who married Mrs. White, by whom he had five children), and Lucinda (who married D. 
Oliver and had five children). Edward McGehee, the subject of this sketeh, was reared on 
the plantation of his father, where his time and attention were required in supervising and 
managing the place. His technical turn of mind and exact> business methods eminently 
fitted him for this responsible position, but these duties limited his advantages for securing 
a scholastic education, though his activity and inquiring mind largely overcame this in later 
years. 

In about 1808 he left the parental roof in search of a location, came to Mississippi on a 
flatboat from Wheeling, Va., landed at Fort Adams July 12 of that year, and soon after 
returned to the old home place on horseback, ealied there by the death of his father, whose 
property had been left to the sons, after the old English custom. He at once gave his por- 
tion to his sisters, horrowing money at twenty-five per cent., and went to Virginia and bought 
a number of slaves, among them “ Daddy,” Charles, David and Eye, and with their assist- 
ance returned to a place on Thompson creek, in the southeast portion of Wilkinson county, 
where he entered land and built a house of logs in what is now known as the Bethel neigh 
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borhood. Returning again to the old home place on horseback, he was married, June 6, 
1811, to Margaret L. Cosby, a native of Wilkes county, Ga., and returned on horseback with 
his bride to his home in this county, landing on his twenty-fifth birthday at the little log 
eabin which was to be his future home. Here he resided until about 1825, when he moved 
to the Bowling Green plantation, one of the most beautifully situated places in the county. 
The Bowling Green residence was completed in 1833, and was a stately brick of two and a 
half stories, with large rooms, spacious halls and veranda supported by immense columns. 
While building he was asked why he erected so expensive a structure. He replied that he 
was building a structure to stand for a hundred years. It was located in a beantiful grove 
of native timber, oak, beech, holly and magnolia, with charming drives, making one of the 
most artistic places in the entire South. Mr. McGehee, with characteristic spirit and intel- 
ligence, soon after locating on this place took upon himself the responsibility of pushing to 
completion the West Ieliciana railroad, which was incorporatod in 1830 in Louisiana, and in 
1831 in Mississippi, and at that time was one of the first projected railroads in existence. 
For a few years the road was operated only in Louisiana, owing to trouble in getting the 
right of way. The enterprise was very expensive, the road costing about $35,000 per mile. 
Woodville was reached in about 1837. Mr. McGehee was the originator of the present sys- 
tem of cattleguards at crossings. He traveled on all the roads in operation, familiarizing 
himself with the work so that he could put his road in successful operation. He was also 
the principal mover and founder of the bank at Woodville that was chartered with the road. 
He was the founder of one of the first cotton factories in the state, it having been established 
in 1849 or 1850 with ninety looms and thirty-five hundred spindles. He went to Lowell, 
Mass., to familiarize himself with the work and also secure a number of hands from the Dog 
river millsin Alabama. In 1855 he purchased the entire plant, and operated it successfully 
until burned by the Federals in 1863. Soon after the war the West Feliciana railroad became 
involved, and he loaned it $100,000, taking first mortgage, which resulted in his securing 
final ownership of the road. Himself, and later his sons, continued to operate it until 1887, 
when they sold out to the present company. Mr. McGehee was the builder and founder of 
the Bethel church, first constructed in 1S11. He later gave $2,000 toward the present build- 
ing that stands as a monument to his memory. He was also the founder of the Woodville 
female academy that was burned in 1849, and of the present college for girls. He was 
administrator for President Zachary Taylor, and throughout his life occupied many positions 
of trust with scrupulous fidelity. As a cotton planter he was wonderfully prosperous. His 
judgment was unerring at all times, and success seemed to come at his bidding. He secured 
the best prices for his crops, cultivating his fields on American principles; had abiding faith 
in God, but this did not prevent him from plowing deep, planting early and keeping down 
the grass. He prayed to God for everything, but did not expect to secure desired ends with- 
out the use of means when means were at hand. His possessions increased until his fields 
stretched out as wide as a feudal estate, and his servants exceeded a thousand in number. 
His public spirit and liberality kept pace with his temporal prosperity. His strong and 
friendly hand touched the springs of enterprise and benevolence all around him. The state 
of Mississippi was indebted to him for its first railroad, which was the fifth built in the 
United States. He was the muniticent benefactor of his own church. Centenary college 
was the child of his love. He originally purchased its buildings from the state of Louisiana, 
and his gifts to it were not less than 370,000, He was also chief patron of the Woodville 
female seminary. The Carondelet Street Methodist Episcopal chureh in New Orleans is a 
double montument of his beneticence, He gave a princely sum to this building, which, when 
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finished, owed him $40,000, This debt he offered to cancel if the church would pay him 
$16,000 in cash, and when payment was tendered he declined to take anything at. first, but 
finally aceepted 82,000, which he applied toward building the Bethel church of this county. 
The life of Mr. McGehee was filled with such noble acts as these. ‘There was,’ says 
Bishop Keener, who was present, “a tremulous emotion and modesty in the manner of his 
making this gift that surpassed the beneficence of the gift itself, for he seemed to be the 
obliged party in the transaction.” His love for the church and his princely way were pleas- 
antly illustrated on one occasion when the Mississippi annual conference met at Wooclville, 
by his giving horses to several of the ministers and blankets to every member of the body. 
No fuil earthly record could be made of what he did to equip, send forth and sustain the 
ministers of God, and for the support of the institution of the church in the Southwest; but 
it is written with his name in the Book of Life. He took time to give attention and service to 
all the interests of the church. While cultivating six or seven large plantations at once and 
taking a prominent part in all matters affecting the material interests of society, he was 
always punctual in the discharge of his duties as a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
was spiritually minded, “a man of much devotion and private meditation.” A beautiful 
picture of him is presented at eventide walking alone and communing with God, in the 
grand forest of oaks, beeches and magnolias which were the most attractive feature of Bowl- 
ing Green, his family residence. He loved the songs of Zion, and to the last the old melo- 
dies of early Methodism fired his heart. He delighted in the worship of God and communion 
of saints. He loved the class-meeting. With rare good sense and loving fervor he bore tes- 
timony for his Lord and instructed and comforted his fellow-disciples. He wished to be 
honest with God as well as man. This sentiment of honor was thus exalted into a Christian 
grace by the transforming touch of the Holy Spirit. ‘Had he been charged by his Lord 
with special care of the poor and of the widows and orphans,” said one who knew him inti- 
mately, ‘the could scarcely have been more attentive to their interests. He accepted the care 
of elders and watched over the education of youth with fatherly sympathy.’’ In him the 
grace of hospitality was personified; his manner was the perfection of delicacy and refine. 
ment and of engaging sincerity that at once put the visitor at ease. ‘Toward his guests, or 
the workingmen at his table, or to his servants at a lograising, his courtesy was uniform; no 
matter how busy he might be, if a child entered the room it was always received with a sinile 
and an extended hand.” On the occasion of introducing Gen. Zachary Taylor, then presi- 
dent-elect of the United States, at a reception given him at Woodville, this noble, self-oblivi- 
ousness was conspicuous. On the return home one of the servants exclaimed: ‘Others may 
have seen General Taylor but I saw only master. He was so polite and grand!” He was a 
thoughtful and prayerful owner of slaves. At one time he thought seriously of going to 
Africa to superintend a colony of his own servants planted by himself. He was an early and 
generous supporter of the schemes of African colonization. Good and wise men are still 
looking in that direction, and what was an unfulfilled aspiration to him may find its realiza- 
tion hereafter. All possible efforts were made by him for the promotion of the religious and 
social welfare of his servants. At family prayer, which was maintained by him all of his 
life, the servants were called in, and it was no uncommon thing for one or more to be called 
upon by him to lead in the prayer after he had read the morning or evening lesson from the 
Bible. When the slaves were freed, at the close of the Civil war, he felt that a heavy 
responsibility was lifted from his shoulders; but his interests in the well being ‘of the negro 
race did not abate. No unmanly whinings or unchristian murmurings were indulged in bs 
him. His pecuniary loss was enormous, but he never cared for property for its own sake; be 
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was one of the few who could make it rapidly and use it wisely without harm to himself. . He 
bore himself with characteristic magnanimity amid the political convulsions of the time, and 
his noble qualities as a Christian never shone more brightly than then. His beautiful man- 
sion, Bowling Green, was one of the finest in the county, built with a view of home comforts, 
costing many thousands of dollars and supplied with several thousand volumes of the best 
books selected among the various authors, and many rare and valuable works, and its entire 
contents were burned by a regiment of negro troops just at the close of the war. Yet he 
never complained. Leaving the ruins of the former house undisturbed he built a second 
house, close by its four blackened walls and pillars, which remains as a monument of the 
terrible times now safely past. Exalted goodness gives no exempticn from temporal calamity 
when the red devil of war is unchained. He had no relish for publie life. He demon- 
strated that an American citizen may be public-spirited and patriotie without seeking official 
positions. He served several terms in the Mississippi legislature at the earnest demand of 
his fellow-citizens, who knew that he possessed in an eminent degree the qualities that make 
a good lawmaker. His legislative career was most honorable and useful; but as soon as he 
could follow his own wishes, without disregarding the obligations of citizenship, he returned 
to private life. President Taylor offered him the secretaryship of the United States treasury, 
but he declined, preferring the independence of a private gentleman, and shrinking from the 
glare of high official station. The fires of political ambition that have burned so fiercely in 
so many men, and burned out what was truest and best in them, had no place in his soul. 

A holier flame had been kindled then by the touch of a heavenly spark. General Taylor 
voiced what everybody thought when he said ‘that he was the best man he ever knew.” ‘I 
have known him,” said the General, “to lift a drunkard from the road into the buggy and 
take him home.” Sweet-souled disciple! He had learned his lesson at the feet of Jesus, 
who was the life of this good and noble-Learted man. Naine after name migit be mentioned, 
among which are the celebrated Pierces of Georgia, Dr. William Winans, Benjamin Drake, 
John Lane, Thomas Clinton, and many others, who have enjoyed his hospitality and enter- 
tained the sincerest admiration and affection for their princely host. He died at his home 
October 1, 1880, in the ninety-fourth year of his age, and the white, kingly soul was caught 
up to the presence of the King of Kings and to the company of the just. He stood above six 
feet high, was large-framed, erect, with calm, dark eyes, whose kindly magnetism none could 
resist; straight black hair, a nobility of countenance and dignity of mien that led many per- 
sons after meeting him to say that he reminded them of General Washington as portrayed 
in history; a voice singularly gentle and yet grandly brave; a brain of immense power, and 
a heart tuned to the finest emotions; a prince in all the elements of leadership among his fel- 
lows; a patriarch in the fatherliness of his great, affectionate nature; the strongest pillar of 
the church; the perfect model of a citizen; the friend of the widow and orphan; the builder 
of churches and colleges: the white man’s exemplar and the black man’s protector; the ben- 
efactor of all accessible humanity, and the humble, adoring disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Edward McGehee may be taken as a type of one side of the civilization of the old South in 
the midst of which good men and women, while, as God’s instrument, they were training the 
lowly for whatever better things he has in store for them hereafter, bloomed into a peculiar 
grace and dignity and reached hights attained only by those who, being tried in the fires, 
come forth as gold. Mr. McGehee was married three times; by the first marriage to Miss 
Cosby was born the following children: Cynthia Ann, who married John S$. Walton, of New 
Orleans, and died within one year; James Jack, who died, an infant; Sarah Houston, who 
married John W. Burness, and had seven children, of whom two died infants (Ann McG., 
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Catherine F., Edward McG., Mary E. and*Sally L.); James Hays, who died an infant, and 
Edward J., who married Ann B. Carter, and they have three sons. The mother of these 
children died January 9, 1821, a noble, Christian woman, loved and respected by all. On 
December 23, 1823, Judge McGehee married Harriet Ann Goodrich, a native of New Orleans, 
by whom were born three children: Charles, Micajah and Harriet. Ann, who died in infaney. 
The mother of these children died October 15, 1527, while in Alabama, and is buried with her 
infant child in Abner McGehee’s cemetery in that state. Judge Edward McGehee was again 
married February 15, 1829, to Mary H. Burruss, and by her had eleven children. She died 
October 30, 1873, in the sixty-second year of her age, and was the daughter of Rev. J. C. 
Burruss, one of this county’s most honored and devoted Christian gentlemen. Mrs. MeGehee 
was loved and esteemed for her many admirable qualities. She was a gentle and cultivated 
woman and a most intelligent and devoted Christian. She was from her youth a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and to the last a considerate and generous supporter of its 
institutions, and among her many excellencies was her unexcelled hospitality. 

Mr. J. H. Muse writes as follows: “TI first became acquainted with Judge McGehee soon 
after 1880, being at that time a member of the legislature of Louisiana. Iwas ealled from my 
my seat early one morning in the lobby and introduced to him; he promptly explained to me the 
object of the interview. There was impending before the legislature a bill for the relief of 
the Woodville & West Feliciana railroad company, in which he was one of the stockholders, 
and on which he desired my favorable consideration. Never has that interview faded in 
the least degree from my memory. I never was so favorably and deeply impressed on first 
acquaintance with any one as I was with Judge McGehee. In his conversation, his demeanor 
and general bearing, combined with the simplicity and gentleness of a child, the seriousness 
of a sage and the dignity of a prince. Such was his character. He was then in the prime 
and vigor of middle ave. Of course he obtained what he desired at the hands of the legis- 
lature. It was but a short time after this first acquaintance that I became professionally 
acquainted with him. He, together with Gen. Zachary Taylor, had signed their names as 
sureties to a tutor’s bond who died without having filed an account of his tutorship. The 
sureties had to respond, but there was no appeal to the courts to delay or evade their liabil- 
ities. Competent accountants, to ascertain the amount of their liabilities, were secured, and 
this being done there was an end of the matter, as their liabilities were promptly met. No 
man placed a higher estimate upon good faith in contracts than Jndge McGehee. A few 
years after the railroad above alluded to had been partly constructed, a rupture occurred, 
under the leadership of Isaac McCord, between the railroad contractors and the railroad 
company, who were then locating a bank at Woodville, Miss. A very considerable amount 
of work had been done upon the railroad; the contractors had also dealt very liberally with 
-the hands. They finally abandoned their contract, for alleged violation on the part of the 
railroad company, laying their claims for damages, loss of profits and arrearages of pay- 
ments for work done at $350,000. The case was some years in court before it was tried. 
A special term of the district court for the parish of West Feliciana was convened to try it. 
On March 8, 1845, the case was called, with the railroad and banking company represented 
by Maj. Joseph Johnson and Judge Edward McGehee. The trial lasted some four months 
and the testimony formed about one thousand pages. At the conclusion of the trial the jury 
returned averdict reducing the plaintiff's demand from $350,000 to six and one-fourth cents.” 

Edward J. McGehee (deceased) was the fifth child of Judge Edward and Margaret 1. 
(Cosby) McGehee, and was born January 29, 1820, on Thompson’s creek, the home place and 
original settlement of Judge McGehee. At the age of nine years he was sent to Dr. 
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Webb’s school, in Connecticut, at Middletown, wheve he remained for some years, or until 
compelled to relinquish his studies and return home on account of failing eyesight, just 
before graduation; but owing to his faithfulness at school, his high standing and the respect 
held for him by the faculty, he was given a diploma in lieu of a vraduating certificate. On 
returning home he first settled at what is now Westwood, the home place of Charles Me- 
Gehee, and remained there for a few years. He was married December 22, 1841, to Anna 
B. Carter, a native of Mississippi, born and reared on the adjoining place to Westwood. 
She was a daughter of George Washington Carter (a native of Virginia) and Mary B, 
Wormley, also of Virginia. The latter was a daughter of Major Wormley, of the British 
army, and was a noble woman. Charles Carter, the father of George W. Carter, married 
Betty Lewis, a niece of Gen. George Washington. Edward J. McGehee, the subject of this 
biography, moved to Cold Spring plantation, at Pinckneyville, in February, 1545, where he 
resided until his death. He was one of the leading planters of the county, but possessed a 
fine mind, and devoted a great deal of his time to study and meditation. He had a tine 
library, containing many rare and valuable books. He was endowed in an eminent degree 
with a high sense of honor, and was a noble man in every sense of the term. He was strictly 
honest in all his dealings, charitable, generous, hospitable and kind-hearted, and was a lead- 
ing member of the Methodist Episcopal church of Pinckneyville, in which he took special 
pride, and manifested the greatest interest in humanizing and caring for the unfortunate and 
poor. He possessed many noble and remarkable characteristics, and was honored and loved 
by all. Like his honored and respected father, he took no active or special part in polities, 
other than to exercise his right of suffrage. His death occurred June 20, 1860, at the early 
age of forty years. His widow died January 25, 1879. She was born January 26, 1825, and 
and was educated by Mr. Halsey, Mr. Foster and others, and was very highly accomplshed. 
During the iife of her devoted husband she was a leading member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, and one of the purest of Christian women. Some time after his death she united 
with the Episcopal church. To her union with Mr. McGehee were born three sons: Edward 
J., Harry T. and A. Merwin, all of whom live in the vicinity of the old homestead. Edward 
J., the eldest son, now a eitizen of Louisiana, was born and reared in Mississippi, and was 
first sent to My. Pride’s school and placed under private tutors until going to Virginia. 
There he attended Dinwiddie school, at Greenwood depot, and then at Dr. Charles Minor’s 
school near Charlottesville, Va. In April, 1S61, he returned home, but soon after returned to 
Virginia and entered the Confederate army, first In a Mississippi battalion, and later the 
Twenty -first Mississippi regiment. He served bravely as a private in the following battles: 
“Savage Station, Malvern Hill, first battle of Fredericksburg, Chickamauga, Cedar Creek, the 
first battle of Petersburg. Cold Harbor, ete., besides numerous skirmishes. He was not taken 
prisoner, but was wounded at Cedar Creek through the left side, and was disabled for some 
time. At the close of the war he was paroled at Fort Adams, on a gunboat. He returned 
and settled in the old home place in 1866, and engaged in planting. He built his present 
house in 1866, and there he has since lived. 

In 1865 he was married to Corinne A. Evans, daughter of John N. Evans, who was a son 
of Nathanial Evans, one of the county’s early settlers and during the war a quartermaster in 
General Wilhams’ army. To their union were born six children, all living: Edward Evans, 
Mary Cornelia, Arthur Harry, Anna Beverly, Frances Eugenia and John Nathaniel. Harry 
T. McGehee, the second son of Edward J., was educated by private tutors and in the same 
schools as his brothers. He entered the Confederate service just after the first battle of 
Fredericksburg, as a member of the Twenty-first Mississippi regiment, company D, with his 
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elder brother, under Col. B. G. Humphreys, afterward brigadier general. He was in the second 
battle of Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Cold Harbor, Chickamauga, Cedar creek and several 
skirmishes and the movements around Richmond. On returning home at the close of the 
war he settled in Mast Feliciana parish, La., where he remained for severai years. In 1876 
he moved to the old home place, where he remained a short time, and to his present place 
the same year, where he has since lived. He was married in 1870 to Margaret J. Percy, 
daughter of Dr. Thomas Percy, one of the early settlers and prominent citizens. To Mr. 
and Mrs. MeGehee were born three children: Harry Percy, Elizabeth Rowena and Perey 
Carter. The mother, Mrs. McGehee, is a member of the Episcopal church. Mr. McGehee 
is a stanch democrat and keeps himself well posted in the political situation. The third son 
born was A. Merwin McGehee, who was reared in Wilkinson county and educated by private 
tutors, and when but sixteen years of age entered the service of the Confederate army and 
was detached on special duty in Mississippi and Louisiana until the close. After the war he 
settled on the old home place of his parents, where he has since resided. He was married 
in 1869 to Kate 5S. Towles, who was born and reared in Louisiana, being the daughter of 
John T. Towles, an early settler of Louisiana and one of the representative citizens. They 
have six children: Beverly Merwin, Arthur Merwin, Fannie Towles, Catherine Sarah, Edna 
and Mary Cornelia. Mr. and Mrs. McGehee are members of the Episeopal church, and in 
politics he is a democrat. : 

Charles G. McGehee is ason of Judge Edward McGehee and Harriet Ann Goodrich, 
and was reared on Bowling Green plantation, and educated in Lexington, Ky. He was united 
in marriage to Stella McNair, daughter of Robert H. McNair, of New Orleans, where she 
was reared and educated. This worthy lady died December 9, 1859. She was a lifelong 
member of the Presbyterian church, a noble Christian and a devoted mother. By this union 
were born six cinidren: Robert M., a successful planter of this couaty, a leader in society, 
prominent in business circles and very popular; Edward L., one of the prominent and lead- 
ing physicians of Woodville; Laura, the wife of Hugh L. Davis, by whom she bore one son, 
Hugh J.; Charles G. (deceased), Howard B. and Stella, wife of George J. Adams, druggist, 
of Woodville. Charles G. McGehee was subsequently married to Anna G. MeNair, sister of 
his former wife, her birth occurring December 19, 1831. She was reared and educated in 
New Orleans, and was married August 21, 1866. She died December 12, 1884, a noble and 
highly respected lady, a devoted mother and faithful Christian. During the latter part of 
her life she suffered poor health, but bore all uncomplainingly. Mr. McGehee settled where he 
now resides, in 1848, on what is now known as the Westwood plantation, a beautiful place, 
surrounded with all the comforts of a fine Southern home. Mr. McGehee is a very extensive 
planter and respected citizen. He is a member of the Methodist church, and a very liberal 
supporter of church interests and advancement. He takes no special part in political mat- 
ters. Micajah McGehee, second son of Judge Edward McGehee and Harriet Ann Goodrich, 
died August 21, 1580, aged fifty-four years. He was educated at Transylvania university, gradu 
ating in 1846, and in 1848, when Colonel Fremont, on his fourth exploring expedition, crossed 
the plains he jomed the party. In this expedition he suffered untold hardships, the effects of 
which remained with him until death. He kept a diary of his experiences, and the same wis 
published in the Century illustrated monthly magazine of March, 1891, from which the fol- 
lowing extract is taken: “The farther we went the more obstacles we had to encounter; difti- 
culties beset us so thickly on every hand as we advanced that they threatened to thwart our 
expedition. The snow became deeper daily, and to advance was but adding danger to diffi 
culties. About one-third of the men were already more or less frost bitten; every night some 
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of the mules would freeze to death, and every day as gmany more would give out from exhaus- 
tion and be left on the trail. It seemed like fighting fate to attempt to proceed, but we were 
bent on our course, and continued to advance. At one time men were sent ahead to report 
the prospect, and returned stating that grass appeared in the distance before them; they 
supposed that the snow was abating, but on coming up what they saw proved to be the tops 
of bushes six feet high projecting above the snow; nor did anything appear upon which the 
animals could subsist. The corn we had packed along for them was already consumed. 
Sometimes we would attempt to move on, and the severity of the weafher would force us 
back into camp. In one of these attempts before we could beat our way half a mile against 
the tempest, our guide, Old Bill Williams, was nearly frozen; he dropped down upon his mule 
in a stupor, and was nearly senseless when we got into camp. A number of men came in with 
their noses, ears, faces, fingers and feet partly frozen, and one or two of the mules dropped 
down and froze to death under their packs. Poor mules, it was pitiable to see them! They would 
roam about all night, generally on account of their extreme weakness, following back the path 
of the previous day, pawing in the snow three or four feet for some sign of vegetation to 
keep them alive. They would fall down every fifty yards under their packs, and we would 
have to unpack them and lift them up, and that with fingers frozen and lacerated by the 
eold. Finally they began eating the rope and rawhide lariats with which they were tied, 
until there were no more left in camp to tie them with; then they ate the blankets which we 
tied over them at night; then they came into camp and ate the pads and rigging off the 
pack-saddles, and ate one another's manes and tails entirely bare, even into the flesh, and 
would come to us while sleeping and begin to eat the blankets off us; they would even tum- 
ble into our fires over the cooking utensils. But, poor things, little relief could we afford 
them, for, although they suffered much, we were in no better condition. Our provisions were 
nearly exhaisted, and we were more or less frozen. 

‘Finally, on the 17th of December, after frequent ineffectual attempts, we found that we 
could foree our way no farther. By our utmost endeavors with mauls and spades we could 
make but half a mile or a mile per day. The cold became more severe, and storms constant, 
so that nothing was visible at times through the thick, driving snow. For days in succession 
we would labor to beat a trail a few hundred yards in length, but the next day the storm 
would leave no trace of the previous day’s work. We were on the St. John mountain, a 
section of the Sierra Madre and the main range of the Rocky mountains proper. At an 
elevation of eleven thousand feet the cold was so intense and the atmosphere so rare that 
respiration became diflicult, the least exertion became laborious and fatiguing, and would 
sometimes cause the blood to start from lips and nose. The mercury in the thermometer 
stood twenty degrees below zero, and snow was here from four to'thirty feet deep. When 
we built our camp-fires deep pits were formed by the melting of the snow, completely 
concealing the different messes from each other. Down in these holes we slept, spreading 
our blankets upon the snow, every morning crawling ont from under a deep covering of 
snow which had fallen upon us during the night. The strong pine-smoke—for here there 
was no timber but pine—together with the reflection from the snow, so affected our sight 
that at times we could scarcely see. The snow drifted over us continually, driven about by 
the violence of the chill blasts which swept over the mountains.” After several days of 
awful suifering, the narrative continues as follows: ‘* Now commenced a train of horrors 
which tt is painful to force the mind to dwell upon, and which memory shrinks from. Be- 
fore we had proceeded far Manuel, a California Indian, of the Consumne tribe, who had his 
feet badly frozen, stopped and begged Mr, Vincent Haler to shoot him and failing to meet 
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death in this way turned back to the lodge at the camp we had left, there to await his fate. 
The same day Wise lay down on the ice and died, and the Indian boys, Joaquin and Gregorio, 
who came afterward, having stopped back to get some wood for Manuel, seeing his body, 
covered it with brush and snow. That night Carver, crazed with hunger, raved terribly 
all night, so that some in the camp with him became alarmed for their safety. He told 
them if they would follow him back he had a plan by which they might live. The next day 
he wandered off and we never saw him again. The next night Sorel, bis system wrought 
upon by hunger, cold and exhaustion, took a violent fit, which lasted some time, and to which 
succeeded an entire prostration of all his faculties. At the same time he was almost totally 
snow-blind. Speaking to E. Kern of our situation, he said, ‘O, Kern, this is a misse Dieu 
(a visitation from God) and we can’t avoid it.’ Poor fellow, the next day he traveled as long 
as his strength would allow, and then, telling us we would have to leave him, that he could 
go no farther, blind with snow, he lay down on the river bank to die. Moran soon joined 
him, and they never came up again. Late at night, arriving one by one, we all came into 
camp together on the river bank. Gloom and despondeucy were depicted on every face. 
Our condition had become perfectly: desperate. We knew not what to do. The candles and 
parfleche had kept us alive thus far, but tuese were gone. Our appearance was most desolate 
as we sat in silence around the fires, in view of a fast approaching death by starvation, | 
while hunger gnawed upon our vitals. Then Vincent Haler, to whom the Colonel had left 
the charge of the camp, and whom for that reason we had allowed to have the chief direction, 
spoke up and told us that he then and there threw up all authority; that he could do nothing, 
and knew not what to advise; that he looked upon our condition as hopeless; but he would 
suggest, as the best advice he could give, that we break up into small parties, and, hunting 
along, make the best of our way separately, each party making use of the advantages that 
might fall in its way, so that if thay should chance to get through to a settlement they could 
forward relief to the others. Accordingly the next morning he joined himself with Scott, 
Martin, Hibbard, Bacon, Dueatel, Rohrer, and the two Indians, Joaquin and Gregorio. 
Ferguson and Beedle went in company, and the rest of us, the three Kerns, Captain Cath- 
eart, Captain Taplin, Stepperfeldt, Andrews and myself went together. We agreed not to 
leave one another while life lasted. Aguin we resumed our unsteady course down the river. 
We traveled hard all day, and late in the evening, weak and woru out, staggered into a 
camp near the riverside, some coming in far behind the rest. Dr. Kern came up so 
exhausted that he fell down almost senseless, and remained in this torpid state a whole day. 
After awhile Andrews came up, and arriving within several hundred yards of camp raised 
a faint call and fell down completely exhausted and senseless. Two or three of us had to go 
and pack him in. He never recovered from this exhaustion. Soon Rohrer came up. Vin- 
cent Haler’s party, to which he belonged, was ahead of us, and being too weak to proceed 
farther he stopped with us. Here we remained, determined, as we had promised, not to 
leave-any while they lived. So we commenced hunting, all that had strength and sight 
sufficient to do so, for the rest of us were so completely snow-blind that we could not see to 
shoot. After long and frequent hunts, two prairie chickens, or grouse, were killed. These 
we divided with scrupulous exactness among nine of us, dividing the entrails aud all that 
appertained to them, even to the pin-feathers. Taplin found part of a dead wolf upon the 
river, and brought it in. One side of it and the entrails had been eaten away, but we divided 
the skin and roasted it, hair and all, for one meal; for another we drank meager broth, and 
then we ate the meat and even devoured the bones. This was the last we got. 

“Day after day we staid here, but no game came near. Occasionally we could hear the 
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distant, dismal howl of a wolf, as if weary of waiting for its prey, but none came near; at dis- 
tant intervals a raven would go screaming by, beyond gur reach. We found a handful or 
two of rosebuds along the river which we divided and ate, and Dr. Kern found a few small 
bugs upon the water where the ice was broken, aud ate them. We had already devoured our 
moccasin soles, and asmall sack made of smoked lodge skin. We dug in the ground beneath 
the snow with our knives for roots, but it proved useless labor. We became weaker daily, 
and to walk thirty steps once a day to get some dry cottonwood sticks to keep up our fire 
fatigued us greatly. Our strength was rapidly failing. Andrews, after Hugering several 
days, died in the night as he lay by our side, and the next day Rohrer was nearly gone; he was 
talking wildly, a fearful expression of despair resting upon bis countenance. The mention 
of his family at home had served to rouse him and keep him going longer than his strength 
would otherwise have borne him up: but now it was too late. Taking from Andrew's 
pocket a small gilt-embossed Bible, carefully preserved, which we intended, in case any of us 
lived to get through, to hand over as a memento to his friends, we laid his body to one side, 
covered it with a blanket, and sat down, waiting till Robrer should die, intending as soon as 





the breath left his body, to commence another move down the river. As we sat waiting, 
came over to the fire where Taplin, Stepperfeldt and I were sitting, and in a sad tone said: 





‘Men, I have come to make a proposition. I don't know how you will take it. It isa borrid one. 
We are starving; in two or three days more, unless something is done, we shall all be dead. 
As soon as we leave this body it will become the prey of wild beasts. Now, I propose instead 
that we make use of it to save life. It is horrible I kuow, but I will undertake to do the 
butchery, as you may call it, and you need have nothing to do with that part; you need not 
even see it done. Do you agree to my proposition?’ All sat in silence; then several of us 
objected. I spoke up and said that, for my part, I had no conscientious scruples against 
such a procedure. I knew that early prejudice and conventional opinion founded on preju- 
dice were at the bottom of our objectious to it; but these existed; and it was a horrible prop 

osition to entertain. I fully appreciated our situation, but I thought that, by making up 
our minds to it and remaining quiet, we could hold out three days longer, by which time, 
after finding that we could not possibly bear up longer, it would be soon enough to think of 
adopting so horrible alternative, and then if I did not approve, I would not censure it. ‘But 
by that time,’ he said, ‘we will be too weak and too far gone ever to recover. You see what 
they have come to, and you see what you will come to.’ ‘I can’t help it,’ I said, ‘I am deter- 
mined to risk it at the peril of my life;’ and so saying I walked over to the other fire. They 
talked about it for a few minutes, but were unwilling to follow such a course unless all 
united in it, and so we all waited together. We remained around the fire stirring as little 
as possible, and firing sigual guns at frequent intervals during the day. Rohrer died. 
Two days passed by, aud no relief came. Several times we tinagined we heard an answer 
to our signal and would raise ourselves up to listen; but being so often disappointed, we 
ceased to notice. The morning of the third day arrived and was far advanced toward mid- 
day; we all sat in the deepest gloom. Suddenly, * Hush,’ said one. We all listened intently. 
A call was heard. * Relief, by heaven!’ exclaimed one of the men, and we all started to our 
feet, and relief it was, sure enough; for soon we spied Godey riding toward us followed by 
a Mexican. We were all so snow-blind that we took him to be the Colonel until he came up, 
and even then some saluted hin as the Colonel. Dismounting, he quickly distributed several 
loaves among us, and with commendable forethought giving us but asmall picce at first 
and making us wait until the Mexican could prepare some tole (boiled cornmeal), which 
he quickly made and we more quickly devoured. It required considerable persuasion to 
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prevent us from killing the Mexican’s old horse in order to eat it; but Godey informed us that 
there were two colts in the camp below, which, if we would wait, we might have. This was on 
January 25.” And after the rescue he continues: ** We sent for animals to take us down, for 
we were wholly unable to walk. They came the next day. Our blankets were tied on for saddles 
and rope stirrups were rigged, aud we were lifted (for we could not lift even our skeleton 
frames) upon these miserable animals, and after two days’ journey reached the camp twenty 
miles below. We were now lank and thin-visaged, our eyes sunken and our hair and beard 
long, tangled and knotty, while our faces were black with pine smoke, which had not been 
washed for two months. Here we fell to eating enormously, and it required the exercise of 
our self-restraint to prevent plenty now from being hurtful to us, as want had been before. 
The abundance of food where there had just been such a lack, made us all sick and kept us 
sick for some days, but that could not stop us. Our appetites were unbounded aud we were 
eating constantly at all hours of the day and throughout the night. We had such a craving 
for meat of some kind that we killed two well-grown colts and ate them. We were even 
more ravenous than the ravens themselves which, now that we did not need them. came 
crowding around with hawks and wolves. Some of all these we killed and devoured.” Mr. 
McGehee spent a number of years in California and then returned to Mississippi. He was 
a gentleman of fine attainments, well educated and exceptionally informed, amiable, benevo- 
lent, refined, loved by his kindred and friends and respected by all. He was elected to the 
legislature of California for several terms and was judge of his circuit also for many terms. 

Capt. George T. McGehee is the third son of Hon. Edward McGehee and Mary Bur- 
russ. He was born on the Bowling Green plantation in 1533, where he was reared and edu- 
cated by private tutors. His mother was born March 21, 1812, in Caroline county, Va., and 
was the daughter of Rev. John C. and Elizabeth (Brame) Burruss. Rey. John C. Burruss 
was one of the most distinguished divines of his age, and his wife, Miss Elizabeth Brame, 
was the daughter of Walter and Jemima Brame, of Caroline county, Va., who were promi- 
nent and highly esteemed. Mrs. McGehee’s early days were spent amid the ceaseless wander- 
ings incident to itineracy, in the early days of Methodism. In her childhood she gave promise 
of those qualities, which in riper years distinguished her as a living exemplification of womanly 
virtues. Every available means was employed to furnish her the advantages of an education, 
literary and scientific, and her mental activity was such that her superiority in every depart- 
ment of learning was readily conceded. At eleven years of age she consecrated her life to 
the services of her God. In 1829 she married Edward McGehee, by whom she had eleven 
children: William (deceased), Frances (deceased), George T., John B. (planter of Louisiana, 
and for fifteen years president of the West Feliciana railroad), Caroline E. (wife of Duncan 
Stewart, living at Laurel Hill, La.), Wilbur Fisk (born September 25, 1839, and died August 
1, 1859; he had just returned from the University of Virginia, where he was a bright student; 
he was a cherished and loving son, and was never neglectful of the smallest courtesies of a 
Christian gentleman, and was the pride of his friends), Mary L. (who married Samuel Snowden, 
both of whom are deceased, leaving a son, now in his sixteenth year, and an attendant of the 
Agricultural and Mechanical college), Scott (now living in New Orleans, secretary of the Southern 
insurance company, and married to Louisa Schaumberg), Harriet L. (who died a child), Abner E. 
(died, aged six months), and Eugenia A. (who died in New York, December 16, 1582, at the 
age of twenty-five years). Mr. McGehee lives near Woodville, on the site of the old cotton 
factory. He is a well-known and prominent planter in this county. In 1851 he entered 
Yale college, from which he graduated in 1855, with a class of ninety-three. He then returned 


to Wilkinson county and engaged in planting until he entered the Confederate service, in 
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General Brandon’s company, which later was merged into the Twenty-first Mississippi regi- 
ment of the army of northern Virginia. At first he was third sergeant, then was promoted 
captain, and appointed assistant quartermaster of the regiment. During the last years of the 
war he was on Major-General Kershaw’s staff. After the surrender of General Lee, he was 
captured by General Palmer, at Athens, Ga., where he was paroled. He served all through 
the war without receiving a wound. Before the war, after finishing his education, he first 
settled on the banks of the Homochitto river, where he engaged in cotton planting, and to 
this place he returned after the war, where he continued planting until 1870, when he went 
to the home place to assist his aged father in looking after his many interests. There he 
resided until his marriage in 1S74, when he came to his present place, one-half mile from 
Woodville. It is a beautiful home. He was married to Miss Elizabeth B. MeNair, of New 
Orleans. She was born, reared and educated in that city, and is an accomplished lady. She 
is the daughter of Robert MeNair, a native of Kentucky and a next-door neighbor of Henry 
Clay for many years, but later he moved to New Orleans, where he reared his family. Mr. and 
Mrs. McGehee have no children of their own, butin ISSO adopted the twin children of Gen- 
eral Hood—Odile and Ida—two beautiful young girls. Captain McGehee is an active worker 
in the Methodist Episcopal church, while his estimable wife is a member of the Presbyterian 
church. They are liberal contributors to all worthy and charitable institutions, and very 
highly respected. Mr. McGehee served in the state legislature in 1878, and was reélected in 
1880, and was also a member of the constitutional convention in 1890, He is democratic in 
politics. He is a member of the board of trustees of the McGehee college for girls, of 
Woodville, of which he is secretary. 

Hon. J. Burruss MeGehee, one of the leading stock farmers of Louisiana, and son of 
Judge Edward and Mary (Burruss) McGehee, attended the University of Virginia. Coming 
home from school he assisted on the home place, and in his twentieth year engaged in plant- 
ing in Yazoo county. In 1858 he came to his present place, where he has since resided, 
engaged in extensive stockraising, and was the first planter to engage in growing grass and 
mules in the state of Louisiana, exclusive of corn and cotton. He served in the Confederate 
army during the latter part of the war, and during the former part was engaged in the cot- 
ton factory of his father, near Woodville. Mr. MeGehee was married in June, 1859, to Miss 
Catherine Eliza Stewart, and by this union was born one son, J. Stewart McGehee, who mar- 
ried Miss L. C. Johnson, and was for some years a resident of Wilkinson county, but now 
resides in St. Louis, Mo. Mr. and Mrs. McGehee are members of the Episcopal church and 
enjoy a very high social position. Mr. McGehee is a member of the Masonic lodge No. 63, 
of Woodville, Miss., and owns one of the largest stock farms in Louisiana, besides several 
large farms in Louisiana and Mississippi, including the home place of his father, Bowling 
Green, and the first settled place in the southeast portion of this county. He was president 
of the West Feliciana railroad from June, 1869, until the sale of the road to the present com- 
pany in January, |1SS8S8. He also published a paper in Louisiana, for some time known as the 
Churchman, and later as the Churchman and Industrial News, separate papers, but printed 
in the same office. He was a member of the “Nicholls” legislature, lower house, session of 
1877 and 1878. 

Thomas W. McGehee, M. D., is among the very foremost of the professional men of 
Amite county, Miss., and as a practitioner of the healing art he has won for himself golden 
opinions. His cheerful countenance, encouraging words and advice, and his thorough knowl 
edge of his profession, which only long and continuous practice can give, has placed him 
upon the highest pinnacle of success, and his services are sought over a large scope of terri- 
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tory. He received a fair education at Zion Hill. He then studied medicine under his father 
for a few years, and took his first course of’ lectures in the Cincinnati Kelectie School of 
Medicine in the winter of 1859-60. In the early part of the latter year he continued his 
studies with his father, and during the summer also practiced some. In the winter of 1860-61 
he went to New Orleans, and after taking a course of lectures, left that institution to enter 
the army, becoming a member of the Seventh Mississippi infantry, in which he was elected 
regimental surgeon, in which capacity he served during his service. He, however, entered 
the ranks, and participated in the battle of Shiloh, where, during the second day’s fight, he 
received seven gunshot wounds, one leg being badly broken, and resulted in his permanent 
disability from further service. He returned home, put himself under his father’s treatment, 
and owing to the unwearigd devotion and care of the latter, the leg was saved. After sutfti- 
ciently recovering, he returned to New Orleans, to resume his medical studies, and March 
6, 1866, graduated in a class of twenty-nine. He returned at once to Zion Hill, opened an 
office, and practiced for three years, at the end of which time he moved to Osyka, where he 
was associated with his father for one year. After one year’s practice in Summit county, he 
returned to Zion Hill, but in 1S52 became a resident of Liberty. Since February, 1885, he 
has been a resident of Gloster, of which place he has been an active practitioner ever since. 
During his practice in Amite county, of about a quarter of a century, he has become very 
favorably known, for his reputation as a student, no less than his many worthy personal 
characteristics, has won for him an enviable reputation. He was married in this county June 
14, 1861, to Miss Margaret J., the daughter of Alexander Hughey. She was born in this 
county, and has borne her husband four children: Marietta, Pollard Lee, Pattie Lloyd and 
Nita Ellwin. The Doctor is a member of the Masonie fraternity, and he and his wife belong 
to the Baptist church. His father, Dr. William McGehee, was a Georgian, but was one of 
the early settlers of Amite county, his home, after coming to this section, being near Zion 
Hill. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and by occupation was an honest tiller of the soil, 
His son, Dr. William C. McGehee, the father of Dr. Thomas W., was born on his father’s 
plantation in this county in 1813. He was a well informed and intelligent man, and being 
somewhat interested in politics, he served as deputy-sheriff for about three years in his 
younger days. He was married here to Mrs. Mourning Garrett Knox, a widow, and a daugh- 
ter of Aaron Butler, who was also one of the early pioneers and a soldier in the War of 1812. 
After his marriage, Dr. McGehee settled on a plantation near Liberty, and as he had devoted 
much attention to the study of medicine, he became known throughout this region as an 
exceptionally skillful physician. In 1868 he moved to Osyka, and was actively engaged in 
practicing at the time of his death in ISv4, his wife having been called from life the previous 
year. He was a Royal Arch mason, and a worthy and estimable man. He and wife bad 
two sons and five daughters, the younger son being a prosperous merchant of Gloster. The 
daughters are deceased. 

John McGill, an old and prominent citizen of Jackson, Miss., was born in New Albany, 
Ind., in 1838, a son of Daniel and Margaret (Tearnan) MeGill, who were boru and reared in 
County Louth, Ireland, being also married there. After they had become the parents of one 
child, they, in 1833 or 1834, came to America, further history of whom may be found in the 
sketch of Richard F. MeGill. John McGill came to Jaekson with his parents in [8 46, served 
an apprenticeship as a printer and worked at that calling until IS74, with the exception of 
from IS61 to 1865. He was mustered into the Confederate service March 27, 1561, becou- 
ing a member of company IX, Tenth Mississippi regiment, which was organized at Pensacola, 
and beeame part of the Army of the Tennessee. After twelve months he re-enlisted in Capt. J. 
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F. Kerr's battery of heavy artillery andl was ordered to Vicksburg. After the siege of Vicks. 
burg he was detailed to work in a newspaper othice at Sefina, Ala., and Jackson, Miss. In 
1874 he was elected to the position of mayor of Jackson, which position he tilled by re-election 
until ISSS. At the time of his first election he found city affairs in a very bad condition, 
but during his regime he reduced the tax from twenty-one and three-fourths mills to eight 
and three-fourths mills, also paid off a large bonded and floating debt, made many valuable 
improvements, and although warrants were very low at first, when he retired they were at 
par. He has been one of the firemen of Jackson since he was eighteen years of age, and has 
been foreman of his company, Gem No. 2, since 1876, their tine steam engine being named 
John McGill. He served one year as alderman before being clected to the position of mayor. 
He became a republican in polities in 1565, and for ten years was chairman of the Hinds 
county republican executive committee, and was freqtently a delegate to state and county 
conventions, and in ISSS was a delegate from the state at large to the national republican 
convention at Chicago, and was chairman of the Mississippi delegation. During the fourteen 
years that he was mayor he never missed a meeting of the board of mayor and aldermen, and 
while filling this position tried over seven thousand cases, only one of which was appealed, 
and that was aflirmed by the board. He is a member of Pearl lodve No. 23, of the A. PL & 
A. M., of which he is past master, and is also a member of the chapter and-commandery, in 
which he has officiated in all the offices. In addition to being an active member of this order 
he belongs to the I. O. O. F. and K. of P., and the K. of H., of which he helped to organize 
the Grand lodge in 1877, was elected grand chaplain and was an official member until 1S90. 
He was married in 1864 to Miss Mary Eliza Kerr, a native of Jackson anda daughter of 


James H. and Henrietta C. Kerr. Her brother. Capt. R. C. Kerr, who died on May 28, 


1891, was for years a leading citizen of Jackson, was registrar of land oflice for fourteen 
years, was at one time state librarian and was twice elected mayor of Jackson, but resigned 
the position in 1861 to enter the Confederate army. Mr. McGill lost his wite in 1S66, since 
which time he has remained a widower. During the yellow-fever epidemic of 1S7S he wis 
one of the committee of the Howard suciety and helped nurse the sick, bury the dead and, in 
fact, did not hesitate to put his hand to any work, his services during that time being invalu- 
able. During the three months the epidemics lasted he had entire control of the affairs of 
the city, the board of mayor and aldermen not having had a meeting during that tine. 
Richard T°. McGill, steward of the Mississippi state lunatic asylum, at Jackson, Miss., 


-eame from Alabama to Jackson with his parents in 1$46, where he has resided continuously 


since. He secured his education in Alabama by walking four miles to school. He afterward 
learned the carriagemaker’s trade, at which he worked for about eight years. In November, 
1859, he was elected to the board of trustees of the state lunatic asyluin as steward, which 
position he filled for nearly two years, or until the opening of the Civil war, when be aban- 
doned it to join the Confederate army, enlisting May 1, (S61, in company IK of the Eight- 
eenth Mississippi infantry, with which he was ordered to Virginia: arriving at Manassas on 
June 16, he was in the first battle of Manassas and in the battle of Leesburg, after which he 
was detached from the regular service and placed in the hospital at Leesburg as steward. He 
was soon after sent to Richmond, where he was regularly commissioned in May, E862, as hos- 
pital steward, being the most of the time on duty at Winder hospital wutil the war closed. 
After his return from the war he was immediately placed in his former position as steward of 
the state Junatic asylum, and has been successively rcélected ever since. He ts a kind hearted, 
generous and social entlemian, ably fills his present position, a= his long term of office would 


indicate, and is a useful and worthy citizen, He was married in December, S79, to Miss 
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1206. BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


Mary E. Boyd, a native of Jackson, and a daughter of James H. Boyd, a pioneer and one of 
the old landmarks of Jackson, of which city he was mayor and justice for some time. He was 
a native of Kentucky, and for many years was a member of and an elder in the Presbyte- 
rian church. His excellent wife survives him, and is making her home with her daughter, 
Mrs. McGill. She is also an earnest Presbyterian. Their son, John H. Boyd, is a prominent 
and active minister of the Presbyterian church of Memphis. Mr. Boyd died July 4, 1877. 
Mr. and Mrs. McGill have two children: Richard F., Jr., and Mary E., Jr. Although Mr. 
McGill is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, his wife adheres to the faith of the 
Presbyterians. Socially he is a member of the A. F. & A. M., in which he is a Knight Tem- 
plar, and he also belongs to the I. O. O. F., the K. of P., the K. of H., the K. & L. of H. and 
the K. of the G. R. 

Oscar H. McGinty, clerk of the chancery court of Jefferson.county, Miss. The public 
services of Mr. McGinty since November, 1875, have been characterized by a noticeable devo- 
tion to the welfare of this county, and his ability and fidelity in his present position have 
made a lasting impression upon this sphere of public duty. It is but saying the truth when 
the statement is made that no more capable man for the position could be found, and that 
the people are aware of this fact is shown by his long continuance in office. His paternal 
grandparents were residents of Warren county, Miss., and his maternal grandparents, Felix 
and Margaret (Miller) Hughes, were born in County Armagh, Ireland, and Pickens county, 
S. C., respectively. Mr. Hughes came to America in the latter part of the eighteenth cent- 
ury, and in South Carolina was married to Miss Miller, immigrating soon afterward to Missis- 
sippi, and settling about three miles southwest of Fayette, where he became the owner of a 
large plantation, on which he reared a large family of children. Felix Hughes and Margaret 
Miller were married July 1, 1791, and the descendants propose to have a family reunion on 
the one hundredth anniversary of this event, at Austin, Tex.; they had four sons and 
eight daughters: Jane Pickens, Mary Ann, Robert Miller, Ardle, Philip Oscar, Sally Caro. 
line, Felicia, Jefferson Joseph, Martha Green, Zilpah C., Hibernia Mary and Octavia A. 
Bertram G. McGinty, the father of Oscar H., was ushered into life in Warren county, 
Canada, but in his youth was brought to Jefferson county, Miss., where he attained man- 
hood and was married, Miss Zilpah C. Hughes becoming his wife, and in time the mother of 
his six children, of whom two sons and one daughter are now living. Osear H. McGinty is 
the younger of the two sons, his birth occurring in this county, near Fayette, on November 
21, 1836. At the age of fifteen years he began doing for himself, and for some time was 
employed in carrying the United States mail from Fayette to Malcolm, the trips being made 
on horseback across country, this being before the period of railroads in this part of the 
state. He was reared to a knowledge of farm life, and his opportunities for obtaining an 
education were better than the average, notwithstanding the fact that when he was quite 
young his father died. At the age of eighteen years he entered Jefferson college, also 
attending the military institute of Mississippi for some time, and upon leaving school he 
was an intelligent and well-informed young man, for the opportunities he had received were 
not thrown away. Soon after he entered the sheriff's office as deputy, his brother being 
sheriff of the county at that time, and after serving in this capacity for three years, he entered 
a mercantile establishment at Rodney asa clerk. At a still later period he became the 
manager of a wharfboat, and was following this calling when the war opened. He 
enlisted in the service at two different times, but on account of ill-health was rejected each 
time. He then began devoting his attention to farming, and during the remainder of the 
war had charge of a plantation, In November, 1878, he was appointed to the office of 
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chancery clerk to fill an unexpired term{ at the expiration of which he was elected to the 
position, and by re-election has held the position up to the present time. As an official he 
is popular with all, kind and courteous in bis intercourse with his fellowmen (a secret 
doubtless of his great popularity), and is always found willing to aid any enterprise which 
tends to the interests of his county. The lessons of industry, frugality and economy which 
he learned in his yonth have never been forgotten, and in his subsequent career found these 
qualities of much benefit to him. In 1860 he was united in marriage to Miss Amanda Ham- 
mett, of this county, the daughter of O. D. Hammett, and their union has resulted in the 
birth of three sons: Clifford, who was educated at Jefferson college, and is now in the 
mercantile business in Louisiana; Horace, who was educated at Galesburg, Ill., and is now 
deputy chancery clerk in the office with his father, and Oren, who determined to make the 
profession of law his lifework, and for that purpose entered the law department of the 
Vanderbilt university, of Nashville, Tenn. He was very bright and promising, and made 
rapid progress in his studies, but before he had completed his course he was stricken down 
by a disease which finally proved fatal, and bis friends were soon ealled upon to mourn his 
death. He was a young man of exemplary habits, and was respected and admired by all 
who came within his influence. His remains now repose in the family burying ground at 
Fayette, and the care which his grave receives shows to the passerby the love that is still 
cherished for him in the hearts of his mourning friends. Mrs. MeGinty is a lady of excel- 
lent natural abilities and is well educated, being a graduate of the Methodist Episcopal 
female college, located at Port Gibson. He father, O. D. Hammett, was born in Warren 
county, Ky., on October 27, 1805, is now residing near Fayette, and notwithstanding the 
fact that he has always led a remarkably active life, he is well preserved both bodily and 
mentally, showing but little the ravages of time. In 1835 he was married to Miss Mary Ann 
Borland, who departed this life Mareh 2, 1882. The result of this union was fourteen chil- 
dren, ten of whom attained mature years. Of three daughter Mrs. McGinty is the eldest. 
Martha Trene, the second, is the wife of Henry Key, and resides at Fayette. She isa 
woman of sterling worth, and has a very interesting family of two sons and three daughters, 
to whom she is a most devoted mother. Olive, the youngest sister, is the widow of Robert 
Smith, and is a resident of Natchez. The seven brothers that are living all reside near 
Fayette. Mr. McGinty and his family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
he has been a member of the A. I’. & A. M. since 1856, and is alsoa member of the IX. of H. 

In connection with his practice as a physician and surgeon Dr. James MeGovern is also 
engaged in merchandising and farming, and is one of the honest, industrious citizens of 
Choctaw eounty. He was born in County Antrim, Ireland, in 1840, and is a son of James 
and Mary (Cullen) McGovern, natives also of the Emerald isle. They came to New York city 
when the Doctor was an infant, and there both passed the closing scenes of their lives. Of 
their six children—three sous and three daughters—only the sons are living: Bernard, a 
planter of Neshoba county, came to this state in 1852, and has been justice of the peace 
nearly ever since the war. John came here a year later. and now resides in Navarro county, 
Tex., where he is engaged in planting. Dr. James McGovern came to Choctaw county, 
Miss., with his eldest brother when eleven years of age, and received a common-school edu- 
cation. When seventeen years of age he began working for himself on a farm, and after 
obtaining sufficient means be attended school until the war. He then joined company I, 
Fifteenth Mississippi infantry, as a private in the Tennessee army, and fought at Rock Castle, 
Fishing Creek, Shiloh, Murfreesboro, from Resaca to Jonesboro, back to Pranklin and Nesh- 
ville, and then to Mississippi, and was at home at the time of the surrender. He was never 
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captured nor wounded. After the war he tauglyt school sixteen months, or until he accumu. 
lated sufficient means to attend college, and then entered the University of Louisiana, now 
Tulane university, and in 1868 he gradnated from the University of Louisville, Ky. Since 
that time he has practiced in Choctaw county, and for five years at Kenaga. He is the 
owner of two thousand acres of land, twelve hundred acres near Kenaga, and a saw, giu 
and gristmill; also a store which does an annual business of $8,000. This is all the result 
of his own industry, honesty and excellent management, and he deserves great credit for his 
perseverance and the success he has made of different occupations. He is a Mason, Snows- 
ville lodge No. 119, now at Ackerman, and was worshipful master ten years, when the lodge 
was at Chester. He is also a member of the Knights of Honor at Kosciusko, and the 
Knights and Ladies of Honor, at French Camp. Miss Kate Love, who .became his wife in 
February, 1871, was the daughter of William G. and funice Love, natives of the Palmetto 
state. Mrs. Love came to Choctaw county, Miss., with her parents and there married. Her 
death occurred when Mrs. McGovern was but four years of age, and her father died in 1871. 
To Mr. and Mrs. McGovern have been born ten children, four now living, and these have 
had the best advantages for an education. Dr. and Mrs. MeGovern are members of the 
Presbyterian church. He has always attended strictly to bis domestic affairs, and does not 
meddle very much in polities. . 

James P. McGraw, planter and merchant, Fearn Springs, was born in Antauga county, 
Ala., in 1834, and early became familiar with farm life, much to the detriment of his edu- 
cation. When about nineteen years of age he started out for himself as a farm hand, but 
shortly afterward entered a store as clerk, and there remained until the breaking out of the 
war. He joined company H, Fifth Mississippi infantry, and served about eleven months, 
when he was dischared on account of il] health. A few months later he engaged as a citizen 
clerk in the commissary department, principally at Meridian, where he was paroled after the 
general surrender. In 1865 he was married to Miss Callie A. J., daughter of Capt. John C. 
and Martha Holmes (see sketch). Mrs. MeGraw was born in Winston county. The result 
of this union was nine children, who are named in the order of their births as follows: 
Minnie, a teacher, received her education at Macon; Mary E., Martha R., Thomas L., James 
D., Alice, Robert H., John H. and Nellie. Since his marriage Mr. McGraw has lived in this 
neighborhood, and is one of the most prominent and extensive planters in the county. He 
owns nearly four thousand acres of land, and about half of the time since the war he has been 
engaged in merchandising also. He bas purchased his land at different times as he was 
able, and all he has accumulated is the result of his own exertions: In 1879 he and neigh- 
bors established Handle postoffice, of which he was postmaster for some time. He isa 
Mason, and a member of Winstonville lodge No. 277, which was established during the war. 
He and Mrs. MeGraw are members of the Missionary Baptist church, and are prominent 
and popular members of society. Mr. MeGraw’s success has been almost phenomenal, and 
he has one of the best, if not the best, farms in the county. He has a beautiful home, and is 
surrounded by every comfort and convenience. He was the eldest of thirteen children, nine 
of whom are living, born to Sanford H. and Sinab (Hdmondson) McGraw, the father a native 
of Fairfield district, S. C., born in 1810, and the mother born in Warren county, Ga., in 
1814. Three of their sons were in the Civil war. Thomas, who enlisted in the Fifth Mis. 
sissippi infantry, and died at Mobile in 1862, and Dewitt W., who is now a merchant and 
planter of Noxubee county, Miss., was in the militia, being too young to enter the army. 
The father was reared on a farm, received a liberal education, and when a young man went 
to Alabama, where he was.married in Autauga county in 1833 to Miss Edmondson, who was 
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a noble and devout Christian and a lady universally bgloved. They resided in that county 
until 1845, and then moved to Winston county, Miss., settling on an improved place in the 
eastern part of the county. He resided in different places until his death in ISS7. Mrs. 
McGraw had died in 1SS0. Both were members of the Baptist church for many years and 
active workers in the same. He was not a politician, but was interested in the welfare of his 
party. He was one of a large family of children born to James McGraw, who was of Scotch 
origin, and probably a native of South Carolina. The grandfather spent his last years in 
Alabama, where he was engaged in planting, and died there when bis grandson, James P., 
was but a small boy. He was a good citizen and an honest and industrious man. The 
maternal grandfather, Thomas Edmondson, was a native of Georgia, but moved from there 
to Alabama and thence to Carroll county, Miss., at an early day. He died in Alabama in 
1861, while there on a visit. He was a planter, and reared a large family. 

T. KR. MeGuire, chancery clerk, Rosedale, is a native of Mississippi soil, his birth 
occurring in Bolivar county on the loth of April, 1843, and is the oldest living child born to 
the union of Joseph and Rosina (Cupp) McGuire, the father a native of Pennsylvania, and the 

-mother of Tennessee. The father came to Mississippi as early ‘as ‘1819, settled in Bolivar 
county at a place known as Indian Point, opposite the mouth of the Arkansas river, and 
bought land of an Indian, William Foster. He opened up large tracts, became very wealthy 
and was one of the representative men of the couuty. He was quite prominent in political 
affairs, was elected to the legislature in 1542 and judge of the probate court for several 
terms. He was asoldier in the War of 1812, was at the battle of New Orleans with General 
Jackson, but did not participate in that engagement. as he was sick at the time. During the 
‘Civil war he was-proyost marshal of this distriet. He lost a great deal of bis wealth during this 
trying period, a sum amounting to $360,000 in property and buildings. His death occurred 
on March 8, 1868, but his wife died previous to this, Febraary, 1865. 7. R. McGuire 
passed the days of his youth on his father’s plantation, attended the Cumberland university, 
and left that school when sixteen years of age, or in 1861, to enter the Confederate army. 
He enlisted in company H, First Mississippi cavalry (commonly known as Bolivar troops), 
under Colonel Montgomery, and was in the battles of Belmont, Shiloh. around Corinth and 
Vicksburg, and in nearly all the battles of the Army of Tennessee. After the first year he 
was promoted to the oflice of orderly sergeant. He was never wounded, but was captured 
while at home in 1865, and while on the way to Alton prison he succeeded in making his 
escape. At the battle of Selma, on April 1, he was again captured, but made his escape on 
the 8th of that month. He surrendered to Captain Hill at the mouth of White river. He 
was a brave and valiant soldier, and served the Confederacy faithfully and well. After 
returning to Bolivar county, Mr. MeGuire began farming. and continued that occupation 
until 1877, when he removed to Rosedale, and was in the sherifl’s office for some time. In 
1878 he was elected chancery clerk, and has been re-elected at the expiration of each term 
since. He is the owner of considerable town property. He bas been twice married, first on 
March 18, 1868, to Miss P. A. Sernggs, a native of Kentucky, who died in Mareh, ISS1, 
leaving three children: Robert J. (deputy clerk in his father’s office), Rosa Belle and Nellie. 
They had lost two children previously. The second marriage occurred, November 7. 1SS23, 
to Mrs. M. Y. ‘Thomas nee Yerger, daughter of Col. Alex. Yerger of this county. She wes 
the mother of two children by her former marriage: Bessie (wife of N. B. Scott) and Oscar 
D. Thomas (professor of bookkeeping and penmanship in the male and female college, Mast 
Fork, Miss). Mr. and Mrs. MeGnire are members of the Episcopal church. He is a mem 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, the Knights of Honor and the Knights of Pythias, being 
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chancellor commander of the last-named lodge., He is president of the county alliance of 
this county. He was appointed postmaster of Rosedale in 187S, served until January 23, 
1891, and then resigned, as the new constitution forbade holding two offices at the same time. 

Osear G. McGuire, lawyer, Rosedale, was born in Bolivar county in 1850, and is a 
Mississippian by birth and bringing up. His parents, Joseph and Rosina (Cupp) McGuire, 
were both descendants of old and honored families. The father was born in the Keystone 
state, and was a soldier in the War of 1812. He came to Mississippi at an early day, set- 
tled on Mississippi river at the mouth of Arkansas river, and opened up a large plantation, 
which has since been washed away. He was one of the representative citizens, and held 
the oftice of probate judge for some time. His wife died in 1863, and he joined the great 
majority five years later. Oscar G. McGuire was educated at the Christian Brothers’ 
academy, at St. Louis, began the study of law in 1876, and was admitted to the bar in 1877. 
One year later he opened a drug store in Rosedale, carried this on until 1882, and then sold 
out and began practicing his profession. Although among the younger members of the bar, 
he has been very successful, and is destined to become one of the leading lawyers of Bolivar 
county. Aside from his legal duties he is also engaged in planting, and is the owner of 
about twelve hundred acres of land, with six hundred under cultivation. This is a fine 
place and is near Rosedale. Mr. McGuire selected his life’s companion in the person of 
Miss Sallie Hume, daughter of Colonel Hume, an old settler of the county, and their nup- 
tuals were celebrated in 1873. Her death occurred on December 25 of the following year. 
His sccond marriage was in 1880, to Miss Virginia Gerhart, of Tennessee, an active member 
of the Episcopal church. In 1881 Mr. MeGuire erected a cozy residence in Rosedale, and 
here he expects to permanently reside. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and the 
Knights of Honor, is active in the affairs of the county, and is a member of the board of 
aldermen of Rosedale. 

Daniel McInnis, a successful planter and a prominent and efficient public officer, was 
originally from Covington county, Miss., where his birth occurred in 1857, and his parents, 
Daniel and Nancy McInnis, were natives also of that state. The father is a prosperous 
farmer and prominent citizen. He represented Simpson county in the lower house of the 
legislature in 1880, and has held other positions of importance. Daniel C. McInnis received 
a good business education in the schools of Simpson county, whither his father had removed 
when a boy, and started ont for himself as a farmer, which occupation he has since con- 
tinued. He is essentially a model man, full of energy, enterprise and push, and is one of 
Simpson county’s most thoroughgoing and successful planters. He has always taken an 
active part in local afiairs, and at the earnest solicitation of friends, in 1889, became a can- 
didate for sheriff, and was elected by a handsome majority over’ a popular opponent. The 
gentlemanly and courteous manner with which he treats those with whom he has business 
or other dealings, and the vigilance with which he guards the public trust, have won for 
him a host of stanch friends. Mr. McInnis was married, in January, 1881, to Miss Sabra 
A. Griffith, of Covington county, Miss., and the result of this union has been three children, 
one son and two daughters. Socially Mr. McInnis is a member of the Farmers’ Alliance. 

The family of which Hon. L. J. McInnis is a member, is of Scotch descent, his father, 
John McInnis, who was born in 1797, having been born in the land of thistles and oatmeal. 
He was married to Miss Jennie McDuffey, of Mississippi, and both are now deceased. J. 
J. McInnis was born in Greene county, Miss., but about 1834 removed to Lauderdale 
county, Miss., settling in the central portion. He was given the advantages of the country 
schools, and was brought up to a knowledge of farm life by his father, who was a reasonably 
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successful tiller of the soil. In 1852 he ne married to Biss Mary E. Linton. of the same 
county, but was called upon to mourn her death after she had borne him two children: 
John A. and Elizabeth J. In 1857 Mr. McInnis took, for his second wife, Mrs. Mary Smith, 
who died in 1883, their daughter Leona dying in 1S64. In 1862 L. J. MeInnis enlisted in 
the Thirty-seventh Mississippi infantry, under Colonels McLain and Hollaud. He was with 
General Price at Iuka, was later in the engagement at Corinth, and ata still later period was 
in the engagement at Vicksburg. After being captured at this place, paroled and exchanged 
ho went to Pensacola, thence to Dalton, and was in the campaign with Johnston before 
Atlanta. He was wounded at Vicksburg and also at Atlanta by bursting shells. He was 
afterward with Hood in his Tennesseecampaign, and still later-with Johnston at Montgomery, 
going with him to Danville, Va. After surrendering at. Greensboro, -he returned to Missis- 
sippi, where he resumed farming on the old place, and from twenty-five to thirty bales, his 
crop of cotton has incrcased to eighty-five or ninety bales. He owns and controls about one 
thousand five hundred acres of fair farming land, and besides cotton, raises an abundance of 
corn, oats and potatoes. In June, 1859, he started in the dairy business, and pow has about 
$1,500 worth of full-blood and good grade Jersey cattle. The present yie'd of butter is 
about ninety pounds per week, but this he soon expects to increase to two hundred and fifty 
pounds per week. He is a thoronghgoing, enterprising gentleman, and in addition to the 
above mentioned enterprises in which he is engaged, he is a member of the firm of Smith & 
McInnis, of Meridian, dealers in general supplies. In 1571 he was a member of the state 
legislature from Lauderdale county, was treasurer of the county in 1875, and in each of these 
capacities he proved himself faithful, efficient and capable. He is a member of the A. F. & 
A. M., the Farmers’ Alliance, and for over forty years he has been a worthy member of tho 
Methodist Episcopal church. He is benevolent, charitable, and kind hearted, and is of the 
stuff of which useful and worthy citizens are made. 

J. R. McIntosh was born, November 30, 1837, in Marengo county, Ala. His parents moved 
to Chickasaw county, Miss., about the year 1S40, and his father was regarded as one of the 
most successful planters in northern Mississippi, raising for many years prior to the war five 
hundred bales of cotton and enough of meat, breadstuff, cattle, mules, horses and sheep to 
sustain his large plantation. Mr. J. R. McIntosh was educated at the University of Missis- 
sippi, at Oxford, Miss. In 1860 he was placed upon the military ticket and” in November, 
1860, he was elected lieutenant-colonel. He married the daughter of one of the wealthiest 
planters in Chickasaw county, Miss., Miss Kittie M. Buchanan, daughter of Thoraas J. Buch- 
anan, on the 20th day of December, 1860, and moved upon his plantation. In the summer 
of 1861 he joined company H, of the Twenty-fourth Mississippi regiment, and was elected 
lieutenant. Afterward, in 1863, he was made adjutant of that regiment, in which eapacity he 
served until shot down upon the breastworks in the battle of Franklin, when he was captured 
and sent a prisoner to Fort Delaware. From this place he was exchanged in March, 1865, 
and at Richmond, whither he had gone, received a sixty days’ furlough, and returned home 
upon his crutches. Before the expiration of his furlough, the surrender of the armies of the 
Confederacy took place. He then at once called up his slaves and informed them that they 
were free, but advised them to remain on the plantation under wages, which he would pay 
them from that day. They all did remain with the exeeption of one man, and made an exeel- 
lent crop. Mr. McIntosh saw and appreciated the changed condition of affairs at onee, and 
determined to resume the reading of law, which he had commenced when he left the univer- 
sity, but which had before that been read by him simply as an accomplishment and as a part 


of a polite education, but with no view of practicing it, but, being then poor, he moved to 
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Houston, the county seat, and resumed hiselegal studies in the law office of Gen. W. F. 
Tucker, a distinguished soldier and lawyer, until April, 1866, when he was licensed to prac 
tice and formed a law partnership with Baxter McFarland, now chancellor of the first chancellor 
district of Mississippi. Their practice was large and lucrative from the beginning. He continued 
to practice his profession in Chickasaw county until the fall of 1883, when he was invited by 
Capt. Thomas H. Woods to come to Meridian and enter into a partnership with him, which 
Mr. McIntosh accepted. His firm probably enjoyed the largest practice of any law firm in 
the state. In December, 1857, he moved to Birmingham, Ala., according to previous arrange- 
ments with Hon. J. J. Altman, and entered upon a law partnership with him, where he 
remained enjoying an excellent practice, until his old law partner, Captain Woods, was 
appointed chief justice of the state, in the fall of 1889, when Mr. McIntosh returned to Merid- 
ian as the senior of the present law firm of McIntosh, Williams & Russell. Mr. MeIntosh 
has never occupied but one official position. In 1871, during the reconstruction period of 
Mississippi, he was elected by the democrats of Chickasaw county, to the legislature and served 
for two years, with a gallant band of democrats, who, although largely in the minority, have 
done great good to the state in preventing many ruinous measures from becoming law. In 
1886 he was a candidate for congress in his district—the first congressional district of Mis- 
sissippi, when a few days before the convention assembled, his aged father was thrown from 
his buggy on his way to church, producing concussion of the brain, from the effects of which 
-he died in a few days; thereupon, Mr. McIntosh, feeling the obligations of the duty he owed 
to his widowed mother and two widowed sisters, published a card withdrawing from the con- 
gressional race, wnen it was conceded by all that he would have been nominated on the first 
ballot and his election would have been assured. He has never since then become a candi- 
date for any office, although he participates in every canvass for the democratic party, saying 
that he is no politician but a partisan. He isa very active, energetic man, a hard student, 
and is regarded as one of the readiest speakers in the state. He was selected-by a commit- 
tee composed of the governor and other state officers and Confederate veterans, on June 2, 
1891, the day before the unveiling of the Confederate statue at Jackson, Miss., to represent 
the state and Confederate veteran association in receiving the statue on that great occasion, 
where were assembled at least twenty-five thousand men, women and children. 

The second of four children, William J. McIntyre, chancery clerk, Ripley, was born in 
Cumberland county, N. C., in 1826. His parents were William J. and Jane (McIntyre) 
McIntyre, the father probably a native of North Carolina and the mother of Seotland. She 
was the daughter of John and — (Stewart) McIntyre, the latter descended from the Stuarts 
of Scotland. The parents of our subject emigrated to east Tennessee in 1831, and there 
the father received his final summons. In 1838S the family removed to Tippah county, Miss., 
where the children grew to maturity and received their education. William J. McIntyre, Jr., 
received liberal scholastic advantages, and afterward followed schoolteaching until the break- 
ing out of the war. In 1563 he enlisted in Gholson’s cavalry, served until the surrender, 
and then returned to Tippah county, where he served as tax assessor for a period of twelve 
years. His ability as a public official beeame recognized, and in the fall of I8S7 he was 
elected chancery clerk, which position he has filled with energy, efticieney and ability sur- 
passed by few, if any, public officials. In 1859 he was married to Miss Sarah E. McCoy, and 
the results of this alliance has been the birth of nine children, one of whom died in infaney. 
Mr. MeIntyre and family are members of the Missionary Baptist church, and contribute lib- 
erally to the upbuilding of all charitable and praiseworthy enterprises. He has, for many 
years, been a member of the A. PF. & A. M. fraternity, and is a Mason in principle and pre- 
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cept. In personal appearance he is tall and well proportioned, white hair and beard, blue 
eyes, and a very intellectual looking heackk 

Among the many successful planters of Amite county, Miss., none, perhaps, is more 
extensively engaged in his calling than J. Gip McKee, for he cultivates about three 
thousand acres of land and raises on an average of from eight hundred to nine hundred 
bales of cotton each year, besides several hundred bushels of oats and other grain in 
large quantities. He owns very nearly five thousand acres of land in Amite and Wilkinson 
counties, and as he is a superior manager and possesses fine business talents he has become 
wealthy. Although he was born in Anderson county, Ky., August 10, 1800, and resided in 
his native state until 1S79, he has since been a resident of Amite county, Miss., the first three 
.or four years of his residence here being devoted to mercantile interests alone. Since 1885 
he has been engaged in planting, but still conducts a mercantile establishment on his place, 
in which he carries an extensive stock of plantation supplies. In his youth he obtained a 
good education and until eighteen years of age made his father’s house his home. He cow- 
menced buying and dealing in stuck in his youth, and until his location in this county was 
engaged in shipping mules South. He became an expert in buying and selling stock, but 
for some time he has devoted his attention to other avenues of business. He was married in 
this county on the 15th of August, 18S1, to Miss Emma P. Dickson, daughter of William P. 
Dickson, she having been born, reared and educated in Centerville, Miss. To them two 
bright and interesting children have been born: Narcissus Beatrice and Margaret Winnie. 
Mr. McKee and his wife belong to Centerville Methodist Episcopal church,-and socially he is 
a Mason, a member of the I. O. O. F. and the Kk. of H. Mv. McKee uses the wealth he has 
obtained wisely and well, for besides using it freely for the comfort and happiness of him. 
self and family, much is given away in charity and in the support of enterprises that are 
calculated to improve and beuetit the county. He has interested himself in the progress and 
development of this section, for here he expects to make his future abiding place, and muy 
justly be considered one of the leading citizens of this section. His father, John A. McKee, 
was born in Anderson county, Ky., in 1817, but the father of the latter, Henry McKee, 
was born in Virginia. He was one of the early settlers of Anderson county, Ky., became a 
very extensive planter and stockraiser and was very active in all public affairs. He was a 
soldier in the War of 1812, and in various other ways showed his love for his country and his 
earnest desire to serve it. John A. McKee grew to mature years in Kentucky and was mar- 
ried there, after reaching manhood, to Miss Narcissa, daughter of Joel Coston. Mrs. McKee 
was also born on blue vrass soil, and after her marriage she and her husband sctiled on a 
plantation near where the latter was born, and engaged in planting and stockraising. Pre- 
vious, however, to making a permanent location Mr. McKee moved to Texas, where he resided 
from 1854 to 1864. He then permanently settled in Anderson county, Ky. 

J. K. McKenzie was born in Scotland, May 24, 1848. He is the eldest child born to 
John H. and Mary (Thompson) McKenzie, both natives of Scotland. His father was a farmer 
in his native country, and was drowned in 1855 in the river Tay, of Scotland. The grand- 
mother of our subject was Emily (Henderson) McKenzie. His paternal erandparents were 
Daniel and Elizabeth (Jeffry) Thompson, also of Scotland. Mr. MeKenzie was reared and 
educated in his native land, having been a student in several first-class private schools. He 
came to America in 1566. Locating in Summit, Pike county, Miss., he engaged in the 
grocery trade, which he continued for twelve years. At the end of that time he turned his 
attention to the livery and stock business, in which he has continued until the present time 
with much success, having a well-stocked stable and doing a good livery business, besides 


ies 


| bas eaaryorg od! ut Hosni boteolod aad ol. .imoo edt ttenod baa svoxqati of botnigs 


mat ' 
LA oy im ip 


Bret AAA waVeRIN iowa i 


Ams 









































enh! ,baaed bas tlad atidw bevel hoqow Mew bhu Had i ods 
driv gatdool Ingtealfoint yor ahaa; 
mite eh yatyuiioy SiON all ganas otiauk. Yo metunly Tlvmsagd yoni odd goon 
wilt trols eaten of aol wodols qi tb amit quilins aid wi begmgas” ovine i 
hoiaod ent ob betbeal tipi cron) lo epee ap 20 evciat hire taal to eras” woud 
ni niam votlto bue sino Yo elodewd bevhowd Tees nolsianel aort dons wolkia YO 4 (ntl 
woudl bus otieA ai bral to «con bee-todd at theo tar, Aarne oH ssititnwp & . pe 
eaioow! aml of aaokad «wtiant anit emeseod big vogannin wolKque A evo ae Dini pe. 
ut hohiew hos Weel Ol tamed. 7a etme soar ituth, si arvod enw ont duodtle “at 
ati Jer oll ae 7 lanes aiork do eahines 8 crowd gone and odd Oi2) Tidaew dite av 
GOcl wouie Hols atlevivint olifanores oF bxterah gaiod gad ooanbine aid le AIBOY 
fond vil oo ineculeiiileies olitusoem « xiowhine Tate, fod pyurldanniley a Drnngreygr9 poe at oval 
8 bavitido of swoyg.eid vl. avilqyue soilatanle % daote. ovignolze us a9 ad via sane 
aos OL mod sid genus e'yorlind aid ohne aga, lo aaney wondst aie liduw Dun, noitnoibe | we 
eve ines atl) st apineol vid lias box diwog ed) i doote ni poilesb has guignd b 
jnd ,dvole yuilloe haa yabeod ii diogz. si» aint oH poe olin, 3 witigqaide ii b 
al boi way oH -acowiend Jo aaneven aodde of motrin aid hotovab eas od esi ies 
Twi lo atdgenh orto 1 anno weil of 102) devaak Wo aGl odd no Wane a 
ows madi oT .eziléellivieineD of) bata otsbes bos home: wood uosd yitrad ole tee 
oiaeiy! Jseyiall bas eotinotl aueziow/ :ared weed wad seshilida gaitervstai ban, $¢ 
aj al vialooe birw-ylowmsile lneqqoaiqd tethodtelt allirreaed) ot pnoled,aliv xid fue cota 
esd od Minun add eons ootoll «VM. Ho to.A ont baa OL OO 2 6d) lo rodmen a no 
aid lo eeseinyad bos Helios ot) tot yloowdt 4 gules exiesd. vol Jisw has ylontw Lp 
ois duuld — 30. JaQuegee old, mi ia ‘Givade, a te wsnerry ei, done sh 
(emt bag wosly guikida wun) sid sla of adoeems al ate dot ,ooliope. aid) Jo iagmgolan oh 
7191 A culo’ pots) eH. oolloet pill lo aneaitiongalbasl od, lo 900, borehiengo od ¥ 
Sotolh yimeH patish ott lo vedtal odd dint USE oh ud ees soebah at arod 
s atinesod wl »zivneo womwhik lo sreliies ulipo add Jo ogo amy. oH) nine? oi aro 
pep ot wishes vifdeg Us ni oviton yor enw base weitilogin hue. voting vrizashey 
“i bow yrietves eid iol oval aid bewode ayaw, role sewhue tb hae EES) Yo xa old at) 
merw bas vaenioed of ete, orice of arygnctio Wvedol ctiwsase ohmineb pi 
MAA ali .wolvod leoblo twidgesh dela 2h et ~hoodana yriduns salle seedt 
wo Delite boadend val ben ode oqebreeg sod wis bea dioe eertg ould no mod oals y 
Mt onmigiwoot bos yotualg at begegee hen .od epeeaatiel sll orodyr ins motels sh 
“aly -nxy'l of fovron wolell aM aoidusol inated 4 palin ol jovawod . 
tH tienes cewobad ai fulton “iiewagsroy not oH. 4081 of bel aoe 
wot blulo jevile, odd ei 4. Bel AS qult hanhiog’ nl aod ‘Raw otsnetolé A 


meth eo ew rl eit doable bw eordiiowdton sinasohl (adsaaedT) yall, has, .Hoy 

futons ofl hetaliont de eat ovis odd wit a iewworh vow hon CHiupoo “vv i UD oid a 
swe Hameqghwrny hiding aA iso Ak 4 noes abarah) ‘elim A nme looigtie asta Yo.ne sethihe i 
bon fone wey oil oi Danlwot tools porpmodl (lob) dtedaxill ban iain ve an 


oH wloodoe otaving necle-darit beroree af jmbote el yori dank ovitae eid ini de 
ult ai Dogeune od stl poten lit emu “al yeti dh ai saith, ripen 
aid Eeyitoes od otit dandi Te bag alt 2A etewg ovhewd 202 Ieamifios od dolly whew 
vsti lowes of) Tide Louutthoon seed ad iloldw ob wcaleid doote bin cred ott od mult 
cobind eronicad yawil booy a ynioh bow vldote fealsotetlow a anes ee baecial 


— 


1214 BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 


buying and selling horses and mules. He has egained the reputation of being a shrewd busi- 
ness man. He was married in 1876 to Miss Tillie Boyd, a native of Virginia, who has borne 
her husband four children, whose names are Boyd, Henry H., John H. and Ellie EK. Mr. 
McKenzie is a Mason, an Odd Fellow and a Knight of Honor, and holds the responsible 
position of treasurer of the state lodge of I. O. O. F. He has ever been a liberal contributor 
to the forwarding of all public enterprises, and has at heart the welfare of his town, county 
and state. He and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

John W. McKenzie is a native of this county, his birth having occurred in Tippah (now 
Benton) county, Miss., in March, 1843, and was one of the four children who grew to maturity, 
born to the union of Larkin T. and Lucy A. (Wofford) McKenzie. The father was originally 
from Kentucky, born in 1812, and died in Benton county, of that state, in 1SSS. He came 
to northern Mississippi with his parents long before the Indians left, and before the land 
was open for settlement, and was among the pioneer settlers. He was the first assessor and 
collector of Tippah county, and when he delivered the money collected at Jackson, Miss., 
had to make the journey on horseback and through ‘canebrakes, ete. He became interested 
in selling slaves, and took them to the nation, where he sold them to the Indians. Later 
he devoted his attention exclusively to farming and followed that until his death. During 
the Civil war he was captain.of company H, Nineteenth infantry volunteers for a time, but 
later returned and raised a cavalry company. He was in the fight at Williamsburg, Va., and 
there received a severe wound. Returning to Benton county, Miss., after peace was declared, 
he served as magistrate for four years, after which he retired from the duties of that office, 
and deyoted his attention to stockraising, at which he was unusually successful. He was the 
son of Daniel and Winneford (Taurant) McKenzie, the father born in Virginia soon after the 
location of his parents, who came from Scotland to this country. The latter grew to man- 
hood in his native state, and soon after his marriage came to Kentucky, where he continued 
to reside for many years. He then came to Tennessee and thence to Mississippi, where he 
received his final summons. His wife was either born in London, England, or in Virginia, 
as her parents came from that city to America about the time of her birth. John W. McKen- 
zie was reared in Benton county, Miss., and was liberally educated, attending school at 
Oxford until the breaking out of the war. He then left school, enlisted in company H, 
Nineteenth Mississippi volunteers, under his father, and went direct to Virginia. He served 
in the battle of Williamsburg, and was with General Lee in all bis campaigns. He was 
made lieutenant of the company, and held that position until cessation of hostilities. He 
then returned to his home, and in 1866 was wedded to Miss Mary R. Harris, a lady of cult- 
ure and a true Christian. Mr. McKenzie has figured conspicuously in the history of the 
county, having held the office of circuit clerk from 1S79 until the fall of 1883. He is an 
extensive land owner, having a fine tract of over fifteen hundred acres. 

R. T. McKenzie was born in Benton county, Miss., 1866, the only son of D. B. and 
Nannie E. (Littleton) McKenzie, both of whom were natives of Mississippi. The father was 
a practical farmer, was quite successful in his vocation, and was a man noted for his generous 
contributions to all public enterprises. He was a member of the Baptist church, and died 
in August, 1883, on the farm where the subject now lives. The mother is still living. The 
subject of our sketch received his primary education in the public schools, afterward attend- 
ing the famous institution of Cecilian college in Kentucky for ten months; from there he went 
to the Starkville college, where he became a student for ten months more.’ He was married 
in 1890 to Miss Nannie A. Cox, a daughter of Dr. G. W. Cox, of west Tennessee, a well- 
known physician there. The subject of this sketch owns nine hundred and fifty acres of land, 
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and has three hundred acres of it in a high state of cultivation, a fact which speaks vol- 
umes for the industry aud energetic habits of its owner. Mr. McKenzie has no other vocation 
than that of a planter, and he seems to have no desire to engage in other work than that 
of tilling the soil, and his present course certainly justifies the prophecy of his friends that 
a few years will see him placed in an enviable position—that of a successful, wealthy planter. 
He is a devout member of the Catholic church, while his wife is a communicant of the Pres- 
byterian church. They move in the very best circles of society in which they are gladly 
welcomed, and to which they are an ornament. 

- John B. McKinney, a general merchant of Iuka, Tishomingo county, Miss., was born in 
the above-named county October 16, 1S38, the eldest son of ten children belonging to Walton 
H. and Sarah W. (Clayton) McKinney. His father, who was a son of John and Ellen 
(Baker) McKinney, was born in Madison county, Ala., in 1812. His mother’s brother, R. 
A. Baker, was a well-known merchant of Mobile, who was noted for his benefactions to the 
Methodist Episcopal church in Alabama. Mr. and Mrs. McKinney were married in Ala- 
bama in 1835, and soon after removed to old Farmington, Tishomingo county, Miss., where 
they were among the early settlers, Mr. McKinney engaging in planting. Later he moved 
back to Alabama and thence to southern Mississippi, and, after the building of the railroad 
through Iuka, he returned to that town and opened a livery stable; later turning his atten- 
tion again to planting. The mother of our subject was born in North Carolina in 1816, a 
daughter of Benjamin Clayton. While quite young she removed with her parents to east 
Tennessee and about the year 1830 the family removed to Franklin county, Ala., and there 
she and Mr. McKinney were married. Mr. McKinney’s paternal grandfather and grand- 
mother died in Alabama, the former having met his death by a fall from a wagon. The 
children of Walton H. and Sarah W. MckXinney are named as follows: John B., Olivia, Will- 
iam G., James P., Josephine, Robert B., Joseph T., Teresa A., George and Walter D. Will- 
iam G. was an ensign in Williams’ battalion of cavalry and was badly wounded at Moulton, 
Ala. Asa soldier he was brave and true, though he was at the time of his death, which 
resulted from this wound, only twenty-one years seven months and seven days old. Olivia 
married C. J. Rogers and had one child, dying afterward at Corinth, Miss. Josephine died 
at the age of three years. Robert is a merchant at Memphis, Tenn. Joseph T., who was a 
railroad employe, and a young man of great promise, died at Iuka in ISS6. George died 
young in 1859. Mr. McKinney’s mother, who was for many years a member of the Method- 
ist Episcopal church South, died at Iuka January 25, 1590. The father is still living and 
_attained to his seventy-ninth birthday in August, 1891. 

The subject of this memoir was reared on a plantation, and was educated in the com- 
mon schools. At the age of nineteen he became a salesman in the store of W. P. Tan- 
ner & Co., of Athens, Ala., with whom he remaimed until soon after the commencement of 
the war, when he enlisted in company I, of the Eleventh Alabama cayalry, under the com- 
mand of Capt. P. D. Roddy, afterward a general in the Confederate army. He was mus- 
tered into the service with a rank of corporal, but wassoon after promoted to be first sergeant. 
Some of the engagements in which he participated were the following: Tishomingo creek, 
Shiloh, Harrisburg, Day's Gap, Ala., besides a number of skirmishes of lesser importance, 
One memorable affair in which he had a part was the capture of General Campbell and 
forces at Athens, Ala. He was paroled in May, 1865, after three and one-half years of alinost 
constant service. After the war he located at Paducah, Ky., accepting a position with 
J. W. Shearer & Co., wholesale grocers. He retaiued this position for two and one-half 
years, then he came to Tishomingo county, and was for the next four years engaged in 
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planting. In 1870 he began merchandising at his present stand at Iuka. This business 
he has since carried on very successfully, and has a well-appointed store, with a varied stock of 
merchandise suited to the needs of his fellow-townsmen of all classes. His mode of 
doing business is such that when he gains a customer he generally retains him, and his per 
sonal popularity is so great that gaiming a customer with him is no hard matter. In Octo- 
ber, 1867, he married Linda J. McKnight, a daughter of William and Elvira (Parks) Me- 
Knight. Her father was born in North Carolina, May 38, 1806. Her mother was born 
in Tennessee, July 17, 1515. Mrs. McKinney was born in Lawrenceburg, Tenn., October 25, 
1843, one of seven children. Her parents both died at Iuka. Her father became an 
early settler in this part of the state, and was for many years a merchant at the place where 
he died. Mr. and Mrs. McKinney have had nine children, all of whom are now living: 
Ellie, now the wife of J. J. Hendricks, of Columbia, Tenn.; John Ed. is connected with his 
father’s mercantile business; William W. is employed in the store of C. W. McKnight; Car- 
rie L. is unmarried, and is remarkable for her talent for painting; Sallie, James B., Lizzie 
and Joseph T. are in school; Charles W. is at home. Mr. McKinney is prominent in local 
politics, and is a stanch democrat. He is greatly interested in all educational affairs, and 
has been for several years a trustee of the Iuka normal institute and of the Iuka free schools, 
He isa selfmade man, who, while devoting his attention closely to his own interests, is ever 
cognizant of the fact that the man who would most surely build bimself up is the one who 
must exert his influence toward the upbuilding of the community of which he forms a part. 

By excellent business ability, foresight and push, William C. H. McKinney has become 
one of the leading merchants in the county, and has built up a very large and prosperous 
trade. His success as a business man has been remarkable, and the confidence which the 
people have in him is fully merited. Besides successfully conducting his mereantile estab- 
lishment he discharges, in a very efficient and praiseworthy manner, the duties of post- 
master of Anguilla and treasurer of Sharkey county. He was born in Monroe county, Miss., 
in 1842, to John Madison and Mary A. (Bowen) McKinney, the former of whom was born in 
Tennessee, and the latter in South Carolina. In 1830 John M. McKinney left his native 
state to settle in Monroe county, Miss., where he married and resided until 185%, when he 
moved to Pontotoc county, Miss., and engaged in planting, a calling that received much of 
his attention until his death, in 1SSS, at the age of sixty-eight years. His wife was the 
second in a family of seven children, and is yet a-resident of Pontotoe county, being sixty 
years of age. She is, as was Mr. McKinney, an earnest member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church. To them a family of eight children was born, all of whom lived to be grown, 
six being now alive: William C. H., who is the eldest of the family; Eugenie, a resident of 
Washington county, is engaged in planting; John C. H. is a planter of Sharkey county: 
Verona is the wife of J. W. Wisinger, resides in Bolivar county, Miss.; Lucinda resides with 
her sister Verona. Those deceased are: Francilla, who was a member of company H, Sec- 
ond Mississippi regiment of infantry, and was killed at the battle of Seveu Pines, Va., and 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Wilkinson), who died in Texas, leaving two children. William C. H. Me- 
Kinney attained his majority in Monroe and Pontotoe counties, in each of which be was 
given the advantages of the common schools. The coming clash of arms caused him to 
drop his books and join the Seeond Mississippi infantry, company H, and serve until the 
Md.; Get- 


tysburg, Penn., being taken prisoner in the last-named engagement and carried to Fort 


close of the war, participating in the second battle of Manassas, Sharpsburg, 
Delaware, where he was held until some time after the surrender of Lee. He received 
quite a severe wound at Sharpsburg, and was disabled for some weeks. Upon being 
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released from prison he returned to his home in Pontotoc county, Miss., where he entered 
school for one season, after which he engaged in teaching for a short time. At the end 
of this time he went to Coahoma county, Miss., and settled on Moon lake, where he remained 
for three years engaged in merchandising, at the end of which time, in 1SH0, he came to 
his present place of residence, where he has since successfully conducted a general mer- 
cantile establishinent. He was for some time the only merchant of the place, and was the 
founder of what is now known as Anguilla, but was then knowa as MceWKinneyville. It 
has been known by its present name since the completion of the Louisville, New Orleans & 
Texas railroad, in ISS4. Mr. McKinney may truly be said to be a selfmade man, for he began to 
make his own way in the world with no capital, and by close attention to business and by 
honorable business methods he has become the owner of a fine general establishment, 
while just across the way he is the owner of a well-kept and complete drug store. Since 
January 6, IS91, he has been associated in business with Paul Dinkins, in the mercantile 
business, the firm being styled McKinney & Dinkins. Besides these two paying business 
houses. Mr. McKinney owns a fine plantation on Deer creek, the income derived from the 
products of which are ample. He is a most substantial citizen, and is able and earnest 
in his advocacy of what he thinks best calculated to promote the best interests of his 
county. He is astanch democrat in politics, and in IS79 was elected to the position of 
county treasurer by his numerous friends, the duties of which he has discharged in a man- 
ner that shows him to be a man of intelligent and well-directed mind. He is efticient, 
industrious and honest, and on all oceasions displays the characteristics of a true ventleman. 
He is also a patron of education, and held the office of school trustee, and has been post- 
master of Anguilla since 1875. He was married to Miss Mary Halbert, of Mississippi, a 
daughter of J. J. Halbert, of Terry, Miss., but was called upon to mourn the death of 
his wife in 1SS7, she leaving him with one child to care for: Halbert. His present wife 
was Miss Belle Baggett, of Vicksburg, an intelligent, highly cultured and_ refined lady, 
who received her education at Forest. N. Y. This union has resulted in the birth of a 
son, William C. H. 

Enoch B. McLain. Among the pioneer families who founded hcmes for themselves in 
the wilderness of Mississippi may be mentioned the MeLains, whose residence here dates from 
-the year 1812. This family is of Seoteh descent and the first one of the family to seek a 
home for himself in the then wilds of the new world was Daniel McTuean, who became a 
resident of Georgia prior tothe Revolutionary war, and was killed in one of the old Indian 
wars. His son Allen was born in Scotland in 1¢75,and when a small child was brought to 
this country. After reaching manhood he drifted to the state of Tennessee and was there 
married to Miss Naomi Bateman, a native of that state, born near the town of Tranklin. 
After farming for a few years in Tennessee Mr. and Mrs. MeLain came to Mississippi and 
settled in what is now Amite county, almost the entire country at that time being in a wild 


state, wild game of all kinds being plentiful and affording an abundance of meat to the set- 


fo 
oD 
tlers. Mr. McLain began at once to clear his land from. timber but afterward turned much 
of bis attention to speculating and dealing in land, in which occupation he showed sagacity 
and business capacity of a high order. He died in this county about the year 1855, his 
wife having passed from life July 6, 1845, Enoch B. MeLain is the youngest of their seven 
sons and four daughters that grew to mature years, but only three members are living at the 
present time: Isaac, a planter in Wilkinson county; Daniel, a resident of Gloster, and Enoch 
B. Tie latter spent his youth on a farm, but received little schooling. At the age of eight- 
een years he engaged in planting for himself ou a plantation near Gloster, and although he 
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commenced with very limited means he has, by his own industry and good management, acquired 
ahandsome property. Soon after reaching man’s estate he saw and felt the need of a better ed- 
ucation than he hal, and began reading and studying such books as he thought to be of practi- 
cal use to him, and displayed such judgment in his selections that he is now an exceptionlly well- 
informed man. Possessing a keen mind and business talents of a high order he has suc- 
ceeded where many would have failed, and that he is a financier of more than ordinary ability 
it is but necessary to state that he is the owner of six thousand acres of land, five thousand 
of which are in his home plantation, and of this twenty-five hundred acres are under cultiva- 
tion. The average amount of cotton raised on this land is between five hundred and seven 
hundred bales, but he also raises considerable corn and other grains. In the year 1875 he 
opened a mercantile establishment on his farm, but after the town of Gloster was laid off he 
erected a good business house, in which he placed his stock of goods. Since that time 
he has erected a large, double two-story brick building in which he has since done business. 
He carries a stock of goods very complete and well selected, and as he at all times closely 
studies the wants of his customers, he has never failed to please them. This will be con- 
ceded when it is known that his annual sales amount to from $75,000 to 380,000 per year. 
Mr. McLain is one of the most successful merchants of Gloster, and as his present prosper- 
ity is the result of his own business acumen, he deserves much credit therefor. In 1862 
Mr. McLain offered his services to the Confederate cause and became a member of the Fourth 
Mississippi cavalry. He took part in the engagement at Port Hudson, besides a great num- 
ber of lesser engagements, and at the close of the war was paroled at Clinton, La., and 
returned to his home, having, while in the field, proved faithful to every trust. He was first 
married in 1851 to Miss Nancy Berryhill, a daughter of Alexander Berryhill, one of the first 
settlers of this county from North Carolina. To them three children were born: F. A., 
whose sketch immediately follows this; Mary E., wife of J. W. Haff, a planter of Amite 
county, and Nannie J., wife of W. J. Toler, also a planter here. Mr. McLain married his 
present wife about 1857, she being Miss Matilda P. Longmire, a native of the county and a 
daughter of Robert Longmire, a member of one of the first families of this region. Major 
Longmire, his father, was a soldier and held commission in the Revolutionary war. To Mr. 
McLiain’s last marriage the following children have been born; Albert A., who is married 
and is the manager of the home farm; William G. McLain, manager of store; Hattie, wife 
of W. I. Casey; Julia V.; Mattie N., wife of E. R. Harrett; Lena, wife of Benjamin 
Jacobs; Allen, Robert E. Lee, Fannie, Ama and Clarence E., the three last being in col- 
lege. Mr. McLain is a deacon in the Baptist church, of which he has been a member for 
many years, and of this church his family are also members. 

Hon. Frank A. McLain, who has early become distinguished in the political affairs of 
Amite county, Miss., is now acting in the capacity of district attorney, and in the discharge 
of his duties has shown himself to be endowed with superior ability. He was born in this 
county, near Gloster, on the 29th of January, 1852, and was brought up on the home plan- 
tation, and by his father, who determined that his son should have better advantages than he 
had in his youth, he was given the benefit of the schools. in the vicinity of his home, and 
completed his elucation in that most admirable institution of learning, the University of 
Mississippi, from which he was graduated in the month of June, 1874. The year following 
his graduation he devoted to teaching school in Amite county, the two subsequent years being 
spent in the same manner in the state of Texas. At the end of this time he returned to the 
state of his birth, and as he for some time had been desirous of making law his profession 
he entered at once upon his legal studies, and in the year 1879 was licensed to practice 
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at Miter The enviable reputation he hay acquired has been obtained largely through his 
own efforts and at the expense of diligent study and hard practical experience. In the man- 
agement of the cases that have come up before him he has displayed much ability and 
sagacity, and the sound views he held on all questions soon became known, and his talents 
were rewarded by his election to the state legislature in 1SS2, his election to his present 
office taking place the following year. This he has since held by re-election, and has shown 
himself eminently worthy the confidence of the people. He has won considerable renown 
as a criminal lawyer, and in the capacity of district attorney he has had excellent oppor- 
tunities of displaying bis varied talents, for as an orator he is logical and ornate, and his 
inanner of presenting facts is forcible, smooth and convincing. He always thoroughly pre- 
pares his cases, is seldom taken by surprise, and he almost invariably has the implicit conti- 
dence of bis clients. He served as a delegate to the last-constitutional convention, being 
the representative of Amite and Pike counties. He has ever been faithful to the principles 
of democracy, has always been interested in the political affairs of the county, and has at all 
times endeavored to support worthy and honorable men. He was married in Magnolia, 
Miss., in March, 1870, to Miss Fannie A. Tyler, daughter of W. G. Tyler, a planter and 
merchant of Pike county, Miss., and by her is the father of three children: Mary L., Enoch 
B. and William Tyler. Mrs. McLain received a good education in her youth, is a lady of 
remarkable intelligence, and has displayed business talents far above mediocre. She is the 
proprietress of a mercantile, millinery aud dressmaking establishment, and is doing excep- 
tionally well. In addition to this she is the proprietress of the Commercial hotel, which is 
one of the best kept hostelries in the town, and is largely yatcotuzed by traveling men, which 
fact alone speaks for the reputation of the house. 

Col. Robert MeLain was born in Virginia May 5, 1814, and died at Corinth, Miss., Octo- 
ber 5, 1862, aged forty-eight years and six months. At an early age his father moved with 
his family to Knoxville, east Tenn. His father died soon after settling in Tennessee, leav- 
ing two sons, Robert and John, to support their mother. Robert was the elder, and being 
very sprightly and very much in earnest, managed with one horse and a cart to make a living 
for his mother and brother. His industrious habits, upright conduct and intelligence soon 
attracted the attention of the citizens of the town, and he was, by the influence of a friend 
of his mother, put to work in a tailor’s shop to learn the trade. His promptness, honesty 
and other admirable characteristics he carried into his new occupation. He learned the art 
of cutting and sewing very rapidly, and was soon considered by his master an indispensable 
adjunct to the little shop. It was here that he began to lay the foundation of a life which 
distinguished him us a citizen, preacher, politician, and lastly as a brave officer in the army 
of the Confederacy. Books were his constant companions. At nights and during idle 
moments he read with avidity every good book that came into his hands. At this time the 
Presbyterians were the most numerous and prosperous denomination in and about Knoxville. 
An old elder, whose name can not now be recalled, proposed to educate him for a minister, 
and with his mother’s consent he was put into a good training school in Knoxyille and 
there prepared to enter a seminary, under the auspices of Dr. Anderson who was its president. 
He progressed rapidly and soon became noted as an eloquent speaker and an able debater. 
He had now reached his manhood and he graduated from the institution. His mother 
had died in the meantime and his younger brother had grown up and was profitably 
employed on a farm. The cost of his education had been defrayed by the elder of the 
Presbyterian chureh at Knoxville, already mentioned, and the young man felt that it was 
his duty to refund him the amount he had expended, with the interest. This he did to 
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the last cent from money carned in teaching aid preaching. He removed to the town of 
Grenada, Miss., and there received a call from the Presbyterian church of that place. 
Afterward he went to Clinton, Miss., and became a member of the faculty of the Presby- 
terian school at that place, preaching at the same time to one or two churches on Sun- 
day. Here he married Miss Elizabeth Hooker, daughter of Nathan Hooker, an old and 
highly respected citizen of the town, by whom he had one daughter, Annie, who alter- 
ward became the wife of Col. Charles T. O’Ferrell, now a distinguished member of con- 
gress from Virginia, who died when her daughter Annie was quite young. Growing 
anxious to devote his entire time to the ministry he severed his connection with the 
school at Clinton and entered regularly into the work. Jt was about this time, in the 
fall of 1845, that he visited east Mississippi as a member of the presbytery, which convened 
at old Marion, then the seat of justice of Lauderdale county. There he met for the first 
time Miss Laura Ann Brown, who in the following year became his second wife. She 
was the daughter of L. B. Brown, Sr., a most worthy and influential gentleman, who 
resided in what is now known as Toomsuba, and was born in Wayne county, March 1, 
1828, and died at Meridian, Miss., July 26, 1886, in her fifty-ninth year. 

Her father, who was a man of considerable wealth, did not survive long after her mar- 
riage, and died in the fall of 1851, when it became necessary for Mr. McLain to remove to 
east Mississippi, and take charge of his father-in-law’s estate. About this time the state was 
convulsed over the grave question of the Union. Mr. McLain was an ardent democrat and 
had devoted much time to the study of the constitution and to the history of his party, and 
being a man of decided ability and an eloquent speaker, he was soon forced into the political 
arena as the champion of states’ rights. He was nominated by his party and elected to the 
state senate to represent the counties of Clarke, Jasper, Jones and Wayue, over an opposi- 
tion. There he sustained his high reputation as a speaker and a defendant of states’ rights. 
Immediately after the secession of the state he began to raise troops and to exhort the peo- 
ple to defend the principles for which they had voted. He was appointed chaplain of the 
Fourteenth Mississippi regiment, of which he was made colonel. He soon became a skillful 
and popular commander. In the battle of Corinth, on the last day of the fight, be fell, mor- 
tally wounded, at the head of what was known as Little’s brigade, Generals Little and Mar- 
tin having both been killed the day previous. He was recommended by Gen. Sterling Price 
and others as worthy of a brigadier’s commission, and would have soon been promoted had 
he lived. Soon after receiving his wound, which was nothing less than the destruction of 
his right leg below the knee by a cannon ball, the army of the Confederates fell back, leav- 
ing him and a large number of the wounded in the hands of the enemy. He was taken toa 
hospital, attended by his faithful and devoted chaplain, Rev. T. C. Wier, who was with him 
when he closed his honorable and distinguished life. After waiting sutticiently long for reac- 
tion to set in, his leg was amputated. Just as the surgeons were preparing to administer 
chloroform, his chaplain informed him of the danger which would attend the operation, and 
advised him to give him such messages as he thought proper to convey to his family. His 
reply was: “Tell them I died in a just cause.” 

Dr. Albert G. McLaurin, of Burns, Smith county, Miss., who has an extensive medical 
practice in the country thereabouts, was born in Trenton in the same county, in 1850, the 
second in a family of eight brothers: Hon. A. J. MeLaurin, of Brandon; Dr. Albert G., 
Horace J., a lawyer at Rolling Forks, Sharkey county; Robert 5., who is the district aitorney 
of the eighth district, and resides at Brandon; William K. and Walter, lawyers at Vicksburg; 
Wallace, of Brandon, and Sydney L., also residing at Brandon, and who practices law there. 
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It is a remarkable fact that this larve family of boys, who were all reared to humble life upon 
a farm and accustomed to hard labor from youth, rank to-day amony the noted and inthi 
ential men in this part of the state. Dr. MeTaurin received a liberal education at Summer. 
ville institute in Noxbubee county, and took up the study of medicine in ESah. He gradu. 
ated from the university at Nashville, Tenn., with the degree of M. D., in the spring of 1805. 
Duriny all of his life he has lived on the old McLaurin homestead, where his father died in 
IS90, having been a resident of that county for at least fifty five years. The Doctor is a 
Simon-pure demoerat of the old Jacksonian stamp, aud affiliates with that party at all times. 
In the summer of {S90 he was elected a member of the constitutional convention which 
met at Jackson, August 12, of that year. in which body he represented his county with dis- 
tinguished ability. Some account of the ancestry of Dr. MeLaurin cau be found in the 
sketch of A. J. McLaurin, which is published below. 

Anselm Joseph MeLauriu, of Brandon, Miss., is one of the foremost attorueys of the 
state, and is especially noted as a successful eriminal lawyer. He was bora in the town in 
which he is now living March 26, IS48, bein the eldest of a family of eight sons born to 
Lauehlin and Ellen EF. (Tullus) McLaurin, the former of whom was born in South Carolina 
and the latter in Mississippi. When a young man Lauchlin McLaurin removed to Smith 
county, Miss., and there became a wealthy and well-known planter, and represented that 
county in the state legislature several terms. Auselm Melaurin received his rudimentary 
education in the best schools of bis section, and at an early age entered Sutuunerville 
institute, which was at that time one of the finest educational institutions of the state, from 
which he graduated in 167. During the latter portion of bis collegiate career he pursued a 
private course of Jaw study under the tutorage of Professor Puttick, and after completing his 
literary education he continued his law studies and was admitted to the bar of Raleigh, Miss., 
in 1868S. He soon after opened an office at that place and eniered upon bis probationary 
period, which, however, was not destined to be of an extended duration, as is experieuced by 
the maiority of young aspirants entering the legal profession. He at once evinced a peculiar 
adaptability to his chosen calling, and by an energetic application of his talent, he was not 
long in acquiring a local reputation and a lucrative practice. In 1872 he was elected attorney 
for the fifth judicial district, in which capacity he served until 1876, when he removed to 
Brandon, which he believed to be a more favorable location, and here has since practiced 
with much sucesss. He has gained a state reputation as a criminal lawyer, and is wise in 
counsel, cool in judgment, skillful in planning and his sound judgment and practical ability 
are recognized by the members of the bar throughout the state. He is a fluent and forcible 
speaker, and one is at once impressed with the fact that he isa man of great strength, depth 
and grasp of mind. He handles the most wbstruse and complicated subjects with ease und 
grace, and by his locical reasoning they are made perceptible and plaiu to the most ordinary 
understanding. His numerous friends, desiring to show their appreciation of his ability, 
elected him to the legislature of Mississippi in IS79, a position he tilled during that year 
and in ISSO with marked ability. He and his two brothers, Dr. A. G., of Smith county, and 
Hon. H. J..of Sharkey county, were prominent members of the constitutional convention in 
1890. Mr. McLaurin is author of the provision making it unlowful for an alien to hold land 
in the state, and also of the measure (though it was not accepted) to disfranchise a man who 
should be proven cuilty of wife-beating. He was married February 22, [S70, to Miss Laura 
Rauch, of Smith county. 
>, There ave few men of the present day whom the world ackaowledyes as successful, more 
worthy of honorable mention, or whose history affords a better example of what may be 
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accomplished by a determined will and perseverance than Dr. John J. McLean, whose name 
is familiar throughout Jefferson, as well as the surrounding counties, for during his career 
here he has entered many homes in his professional capacity and has brought happiness to 
the hearts of many. The McLean family was among the first to take up its abode in Jeffer- 
son county, Miss., Charles and Daniel McLean, uncles of Dr. McLean, taking up their resi- 
dence near Union Church in the early part of the present century, another uncle, Allen, 
locating near Gallatin. Daniel McLean was said to have been the first merchant of Union 
Church, and all became well known throughout this region. Dr. McLean was born in the 
Old North state, in Robinson county, April 25, 1525, his father, Neal MeLean, having been 
born in Scotland. The latter, when an infant, was brought by his father, Joho McLean, to 
Robinson county, N. C., this being about the year 1750. He was a man of superior educa- 
tion, and for a number of years was engaged in teaching school, became prominent in that 
county, and was an elder in the Presbyterian church. He served as a soldier in the War of 
1812, doing good service for his country, for he was faithful in the discharge of every duty 
and was brave and fearless. Neal McLean was reared in Robinson county, N. C., and under 
the able instructions of his father obtained a good education. He was married in Robinson 
county to Miss Catherine McLean, daughter of John McLean, who was also a native of Scot- 
land, but the families were not related in any way. Neal McLean moved with his family to 
Georgia about the year 1835, and on a farm in Telfair county he resided until his death, 
which occurred about 1870, his widow surviving him one year. To them four sons and three 
daughters were born, all of whom grew to. mature years and became the heads of families. 
The sons were: Wesley, who was a soldier in the Confederate army, and was killed at the 
battle of Fredericksburg; Thomas L., who was a heutenant in the Twenty-fifth Louisiana 
infantry, and was killed at the battle of Murfreesboro; William, who resided at Union 
Church, in Jefferson county, and there died leaving a family, and Dr. John J. A daughter 
died in Georgia. Dr. J. J. McLean was born in Robinson county, N. C., on April 25, LS28, 
and his early youth was spent in that county. He was apprenticed to Dr. Reynolds, of 
Camden, 8. C., an eminent physician, and for seven years studied medicine under him. He 
took his first course of lectures in the winter of 1849-50, at the Cineimnati College of 
Medicine, and in the spring of the latter year located in Telfair county, Ga., where he was 
engaged in the practice of his profession for two years. In the winter of 1853-4 he returned 
to Cincinnati, and completed his course of studies, graduating from that institution in 
the spring of the latter year. Dr. McLean then came to Mississippi, and settled at Union 
Church, and was one of the active and successful practitioners of this region, until the open- 
ing of the late war, at which time he entered the Confederate army, and was elected 
captain of company A, Twelfth Mississippi infantry, serving one’year in General Ewell’s com- 
mand. He then resigned to return to his home and his practice by the urgent request of his 
friends at Union Church. In connection with his practice he was also engaged in merchandis- 
ing up to the opening of the war. He has been carrying on a farm since locating here, and 
. it may with truth be said that in every enterprise to which he has given his attention his 
efforts have been followed with good results, and he has every reason to be satisfied with his 
career. He was married in this county, in 1855, to Miss Sarah Jane McLaurin, who was 
born and reared here, her father, Duncan McLaurin, being one of the pioneers of the 
county, now deceased. Dr. and Mrs. McLean have reared a family of three sons and four 
daughters, the eldest, Duncan, who died after reaching mature years, leaving a wife and 
ehild; Charles died after reaching manhood; Hugh is married and is a resident of Ellisville, 
Jones county, Miss.; Sallie is the wife of J. A. Newman, of Union Church; Carrie, Gertie, 
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and Ivy, who is the deceased wife of Dr. Davis, of Rozie, Franklin county, Miss., her death 
occuring in 1890. She left one child whom Dr. McLeah and his wife are raising, a bright 
little infant of eight months. Dr. McLean, his wife and eldest daughter are members of the 
Presbyterian church, and the former is a Royal Arch mason, but has not been an active 
member for several years. He has been active in all good works since his location at Union 
Charch, and his practice, which is fully merited, is very large. He has won his present 
enviable position in the estimation of the people of Jefferson county solely by his own merits, 
and his kindness and generosity has won him many warm friends. He is liberal in contrib- 
uting his means to worthy causes, his purse is ever open to the wants of the poor, and in the 
practice of his profession he has many opportunities of manifesting his charity and good will 
to all. 

Hon. W. C. McLean, lawyer, Grenada, was boro in Grenada, Miss., on June 10, 1854, 
where the courthouse now stands, and is the son of Judge Robert D. McLean, a native of 
the Blue Grass state, born at Greenville, in November, 1S11. The father graduated from 
Transylvania college, Lexington, Ky., where he was licensed to practice law, and after resid- 
ing at New Orleans, La., and Natchez, Miss., for some time, came in 1836 to Grenada. He 
soon became one of the leading lawyers of the county and practiced until lis death, on June 
21, 1874. He was mayor of Grenada for about twenty-five years, and was appointed by Gov. 
B. G. Humphreys as judge of a special court, just after the war, to try the cotton claims. On 
coming to Grenada he was associated with the firm of MeLean & Barnes, the latter being a 
noted politician and a leading lawyer. Mr. McLean was a member of the Presbyterian 
church, in which he was an elder and one of its leading members: and liberal supporters. 
He was married to Miss Mary Whitaker, a native of Alabama and a daughter of William H. 
and Mary Ann (White) Whitaker, also natives of that state. Mrs. Whitaker was the daugh- 
ter of Judge White, of Tennessee. Mrs. McLean was hut a child when she came with her 
parents to Mississippi, and in this state she passed her youth and womanhood. She died in 
1870, at the age of forty-seven years, a faithful member and worker in the Presbyterian 
eburch. The fruits of this union were seven children—one son and six daughters—three of 
whom are now living: Mrs. Lou Bedford, of Teunessee, Miss Bertie, who is single and who 
resides in Grenada, Miss., and W. C. McLean, the fifth child, who was reared and educated in 
Grenada until sixteen years of age, when he entered the University of Kentucky, at Lexing- 
ton, graduating from that well-known institution of learning on June 10, 1874. He then 
entered the law office of William R. Barksdale, of Grenada, one of the most brilliant lawyers 
of northern Mississippi, and in June, 1875, was admitted to the bar, afterward forming a part- 
nership with Mr. Barksdale, with whom he practiced until the death of that gentleman, in 
January, 1Sis. Since that time Mr. MeLean has continued the practice, and has been unus- 
ually successful. He was married to Miss Susie Collins, of Grenada county, the youngest of 
five children born to the marriage of Joseph and Elizabeth Collins, the father dying in 1859 
and the mother in ISSU. Mr. Collins was one of the old settlers of the vicinity and a promi- 
nent man there before the war. Mrs. McLean received her primary education in Grenada, 
and finished at the female college at Memphis, Tenn., graduating from the same in IS7S. 
The result of Mr. McLean's marriage was the birth of fonr children—-three sons and a daugh- 
ter—the latter deceased. Those living are Robert D., Alney.C. and William C., Jr. As a 
politician Mr. McLean ranks among the best in the state. In 1SSS his name was frequently 
mentioned for congress from this district, but he would not allow his name to go before the 
convention. He was elected to the constitutional convention of the state of Mississippi, and 
was one of the leading movers in opposing section tive of the franchise clause, of which com- 
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mittee he was amember. Mr. McLean has been amember of every democratic convention 
since 1877, was a member of the state democratic executive committee from IS85 to 1889, 
and seconded the nomination of Hon. John R. Cameron, of Canton, Miss., for governor in 
1889. His speech on that occasion is given below: 


Mr. CrarrmMan: [have the honor to belong to that class of individuals who believe that political 
parties are formed and organized not for the purpose of perpetuating in office the favored few, but for 
the purpose of advocating and carrying out in the administration of public affairs those measures which 
reflect and represent the sentiments of those individuals who are the constituent element of their political 
party. Lam alsoa member of that class of individuals who believe that the success of the democratic 
party is superior to all things else, and that the triumph, ascendancy and the perpetuation of its princi- 
ples should not be jeopardized by nor subordinated to the gratification of the ambition of any particular 
man or set of men. J am also a member of the class of individuals who believe that the honor and the 
elory, the success and the prosperity, the advancement and the development of the state of Mississippi 
are not dependent upon the elevation of any particular individual to the executive chair. The roll of the 
democratic party in Mississippi abounds in names that will do honor to any state. In the democratic 
firmament are many stars. You may strike out a few and vet not leave us in total darkness. Weare like 
the fair lady who looks into her casket of jewels and is sorely puzzled which brilliant stone or dinmond 
shall adorn her lovely brow, and vet if we are to accept as true some of the claims which hive been urged 
during the campaign, we have in the democratic party in the state of Mississippi but one man whose 
head is sufficiently clear, and whose nerves are sufficiently steady, to direct and control the management 
of public affairs. Now, sir, believing that party success should be paramount to personal and individual 
preferment; that individual sacrifice is universal strength: that no man has a patent on the governor's 
office, and that the democratic party of Mississippi has, within her casket of jewels, more than one vem 
that will adorn and dignify the brow of our state, we ask the privilege of seconding the nomination of 
Hon. John R. Cameron, of Madison county. His friends, in making their presentation, do so with a 
full conception of the kind of man that is needed at this particular hour, and they assure the members of 
this convention that he possesses all of those elements and characteristics so essentially necessary for a 
chief executive. Having no friends to reward and no enemies to punish, his administration and distribu- 
tion of public patronage will vot be personal, but for the ood of the people. He ts a frank, fearless and 
practical statesman, who knows by experience that wealth is won by toil, and by rigid economy, and not 
by wasteful extravagance. Born in Mississippi, reared within her borders, educated at her institutions 
of learning, thoroughly identified with her agricultural interests, every throb and pulsation of his heart 
beats in sympathy and in unison with her development and prosperity. As a friend to the people, he is 
an uncompromising foe to the great corporations and iniquitous trusts that are wringing unwilling tribute 
from the toiling masses. His pure and unsullied record as soldier, citizen, democrat and legislator com 
mends for him the highest praise. As incorruptible as Cato, as brave as Leonidas, as dashing as Murat, 
as firm and invincible as McDonald on the field of Wagram, he is not only a fit representative of the 
young democracy of Mississippi, but, as her chief executive, will adorn the state and add new and addi- 
tional luster to her long line of democratic governors. He has a strong mind,a great head, true faith 
and ready hands. He is one whom the lust of office can not kill, whom the spoils of office can not buy. 
and he will, at all times and at all places, stand four square to all the winds that blow, and will never sell 
the truth to serve the hour. With a character as pure as the dewdrop that slakes the thirst of the 
morning sunbeams that kiss his own native hills, he will never trafic with his principles nor gamble with 
his conscience. Strong in mind, firm in conviction, fertile in resources, progressive in spirit, bold in 
action, conservative in policy, he will administer the law, not only in accordance with the spirit of demo 
cratic principles and usayes, but, under his leadership, the state of Mississippi will take greater strides 
in the development of her resources and the grand achievements in the art of peace than ever before 
in her memorable history. With the Ion, John R. Cameron as-our leader, we can confidently chal 
lenge the republican party to send forth their Achilles, and see if he can drag our Flector around the 
Trojan wall. 

Mr. McLean is a member of the Knights of Pythias, Ivanhoe lodge No. 8, and he was 
grand chancellor of that lodge from May, ISSS, to May, 1SS9. In 1888S he was elected and 
served four years as supreme representative of the lodge, attending at St. Louis, Detroit. 
New Orleans and Montreal. He isa leading member of the Presbyterian chureh, of which 
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“he is an elder, and was appointed moderator of the Northern Mississippi Presbytery in ISSS, 
being the first instance in the history of that presbytery that a ruling elder was ever made 
moderator; and was a member of the general arsembly which convened in St. Louis, Mo., in 
May, 1SS7.) Mrs. McLean ts also an active member of the church. 

Elias C. MeLelland was born in North Carolina in ISLO, and is a son of John and Eliza- 
beth (Lackey) McLelland. His father was a native of Ireland, and immicrated to) America 
when a young man, believing the opportunities were better than in the old world. He settled 
in Iredell county, N.C., at an early day. He and his wife passed their last days in that state. 
They were consistent members of the Presbyterian church. Elias C. was married in’ Kem. 
per county, in 1S37, to Mary S. Wooden, and they reared a large family. as follows: Calvin 
(died in the late war), James I. (is a resident of this county), Joseph (died in ISS3), Able A. 
(died in ISS4), one child died in 1583, Elizabeth (is the wife of J. H. Wheeler), George F. 
(is a resident of Kemper county), Mary 5. Gs Mrs. Latham, a resident of Kemper county). 
and William W. The mother of these children died August 29, 1S90. Mr. McLelland is now 
eighty-two years of age, and is not actively engaged in business. In his prime he was aman 
of excellent business qualifications, and was very successful in all his undertakings. He was 
at one time interested in mercantile pursuits, and he now owns a large tract of land in Kem. 
per county. Politically he aftihates with the democratic party. William W. MeQLelland, 
son of the above, was born in Kemper county, Miss., in 1S65, and was educated at Meridian. 
At the age of eighteen years he started out in life for himself; he first clerked in a dry goods 
store in Meridian, and six years ago returned to Kemper county and engaged in planting. 
He was married to Miss Ella M. Jones, a native of Mississippi, born in [S67, and a daughter 
of O. H. and L. (Nethery) Jones, natives of Mississippi. Three children have been born of this 
union: Mary A., Lena G. and Susan L. The parents are members of the Baptist church. 
Mr. McLelland is a stanch adherent to the principles of the democratie party. Heis giving 
his attention exclusively to planting, having the management of lis father’s land. George 
F. McLelland, son of Elias C. McLelland, is one of the: progressive farmers of Kemper 
county. He was born in the county in 1854, and is one of a family of nine children. He 
was educated in the common schools, and in S74 he was married at Meridian. Miss., to Ida 
Rust, a daughter of B. T. Rust. She was boru in De Kalb, Kemper county, in IS61, and 
died July 25, 1SS7, leaving a family of six children: Sidney P., Lula, George, Pearl, Lettie 
and Thomas. She was a worthy member of the Baptist church. Mr. MeLelland was 
‘married again in SSS to Mattie McWilliams, a daughter of Manoah McWilliams, born in 
Kemper county in 1865.) One child has been born of this union, Bert. The parents are 
members of the Baptist church. Mr. McLelland was but cighteen years of aye when he 
started out in life for himself, and he has met with marked suecess: he now owns three 
hundred and twenty acres of land which he has under good cultivation. Politically he ts 
identified with the democratic party. From [SSS to TSS he was postmaster of Jackson 
ville, and made a faithful and efficient officer, He is a man of public spirit, and has lent his 
influence to all movements having for their object the growth and improvement of the 
county. 

Amos McLemore is a well-to-do planter of Lauderdale county, Miss., born in Chickasiw 
county, of this state, December 3, US29. His parents, William and Martha (Joiners) MeLe 
more, were born in North Carolina and Tennessee in PS0O, respectively, moved to Covington 
county when he was but a child, and in ES8S they moved to Lauderdale county anid 
settled near where Meridian is now situated. Amos was married in 1S55 to Miss Mary 
Jane MeShan, of Lauderdale county, by whom he had nine ebildren: William, Andrew, Vir- 
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ginia, Victoria, Fannie, Acquila, Liwra, Kirkland and a son who lived only a month. Seven 
of these children are living at tlre present time, four being married. At the opening of the 
Civil war Mr. McLemore enlisted in the Confederate army under Colonel McClain, of the 
Thirty-seventh Mississippi. He entered into camp at Columbus, Miss., was ordered from 
there to Saltillo, from the latter place he marched to Iuka, where he obtained his first experi- 
ence of war. He was captured at Iuka, ‘afterward ordered to parole camp at Jackson, 
Miss. His next experience of war being at Vicksburg, he was again captured and paroled, 
and finally exchanged. He was afterward at Polard, Fla.; Rome, Ga., and Resaea, being 
with Johnston before Atlanta. He was compelled to enter the hospital at Macon, Ga., where 
he began working as a nurse, after recoving his health, but was afterward with Hood on his 
Tennessee campaign, being a participant in the battles of Franklin and Nashville. After the 


return of peace he turned his attention to planting, notwithstanding the fact that his planta- 


2) 
tion had been ritled of all valuables, and had grown up to weeds. He turned his attention 
to the culture of cotton, in which he was quite successful and made money. He now owns 
and controls one thousand acres of land, three miles northeast of Meridian, Miss. His cotton 
"averages seventy-five bales each year. He also raises oats, potatoes, ete. His wife is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and he belonys to the Primitive Baptist church, 
and socially is a member of the K. of H. He is a self-made man, well posted on general 
topics of the day, is benevolent, charitable and generous, but is not an active politician. 

Capt. C. H. McLemore was born in Covington county, Miss., in January, 1829, and is 
the fourth of a family of nine children. His father, Richard McLemore, was a native of 
North Carolina, and removed from that state to Tennessee with his parents when but a boy. 
He remained at home, assisting in the care of his family until he was twenty-one years of 
age. He then came to Mississippi, and was married in Covington county, in August, 182], 
to Nancy P. Hill. Thoy had born to them two sons and seven daughters, five of whom are 
living: The Captain is the eldest of the living children; Levina is the widow of J.C. Brown; 
Juriah is the widow of W. H. Jackson; Joshua is a farmer living near Meridian; Charity 
is the widow of J. W. Wiggins. The mother died in September, 1859, at her home near 
Meridian, the family having removed from Covington county to Lauderdale county in 1836. 
At that time there were few white people in the country, and the privations and trials they 
encountered were numerous and often severe. The father was very successful in accumu- 
lating property, and before the war owned sixteen hundred acres of land and sixty slaves. 
He stood very high in the community, and was acitizen of honor and integrity. Capt. Me- 
Lemore was twenty-one years of age when he began to till the soil and raise livestock. He 
located in Lauderdale county, and there are few older residents than he. He was married 
in his twenty-fourth year to Mrs. L. C. Brown, widow of John Brown, of Clarke county. 
Miss. Seven children were born of this union: Mary V.. wife of E. J. Martin; Louis l.. 
deceased; Theodore J.; Inez G., wife of S. A. Park: Caleb Q., Mittie S. and Virgil E. Captain 
McLemore owns four hundred acres of land, and has about one hundred and fifty improved 
and under excellent cultivation; his plantation lies three and a half miles northeast of Merid- 
ian, and he has a nice residence and all the comforts and many of the luxuries of life. In [S62 
he enlisted in company I, Thirty-seventh Mississippi volunteer infantry, and was in the army 
of the Tennessee. When his captain was killed he was promoted to the position, which he 
held during the remainder of the war. He participated in the sieve of Vicksburg, and was 
afterward transferred to Johnston’s army and was in the Georgia campaign. He was capt- 
ured at Nashville and was sent to Johnson’s island, where he was held until the surrender. 
After the declaration of peace he returned to his home in Lauderdale county and resumed 
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the pursuit of agriculture on the place where he now liws. In 1867 he was elected a 
member of the county board of supervisors and held that office six years. He and his 
family are members of the Baptist church. He has given his children a good education; 
Inez is a graduate of the Meridian Female college, Theodore of the Business college of 
Louisville, Ky.; he and Caleb Oscar are both clerks in| Meridian. The family have always 
held a position in the highest circles of society and would be an ornament to the social life 
of any community. Captain MeLemore has been a member of the Masonic fraternity for 
nearly thirty years, and is a Kuicght of Honor. He also belongs to the Iarmers’ Alliance. 

Joshua McLemore, of Meridian, Lauderdale county, Miss., is a son of Richard MeLe- 
more, who was born in North Carolina about 179), and was married to Miss Nancy P. Hill, 
of North Carolina. They removed to Tennessee and later came to Covington county, Miss., 
and thence to the part of the state now called Lauderdale county. Joshua McLemore, one 
of a family of nine, was born in Lauderdale county, Mixs., in 1839. He attended the eom- 
mon schools and lived on the farm, later, in 1856, attending Gathright’s school at Summer- 
ville, Miss. He taught some in 1858-60. He was married in February, 1860, to Miss M. 
E. Semmes, a daughter of I. C. Semmes, a relative of Admiral Raphael Semmes of Alabama 
fame. He has had eleven children: F. R., Nannie, Kate H., C.S., J. E., S.J., W. 1, Sal- 
lie, Mittie B., John and Julia. In November, 1861, he enlisted for sixty days under 
Colonel Patton: was discharged at the expiration of his term of service and went out again 
in April, 1862, under Colonel McLain, in company 1, of the Thirty-seventh Mississippi reg- 
iment; was with General Price at Iuka; was at Resaca and with Johnston before Atlanta; 
was discharged at Atlanta and came home and remained here. Peace being established, he 
evgaged in farming, teaching also in 1866 and 1867. He settled four miles northeast of 
Meridian, and later removed to a point eighteen miles northwest of Meridian, thence to a 
place two miles east of Meridian, where he yet resides. He owns two hundred and twenty 
acres of rich land in the bottoms, valued at from S40 to 850 per acre, and raises corn and 
cotton, using commercial fertilizer to a limited extent, favoring it after the home compost 
is exhausted. He also raises stock, including cattle, horses and mules, making a specialty of 
the latter. Holstein and Jersey grades constitute his cattle His son, J. E. McLemore, took 
a commercial course at the State Business college. Mr. McLemore is a member of the demo- 
cratic executive committee of Lauderdale county, Miss. He is justly considered one ‘of 
this county’s very best citizens, and for honor, enterprise and all the other qualities that go 
to constitute the model citizen, he stands second to none. 

Angus McLeod, father of John W. McLeod. cashier of the Merehants’ bank, Grenada, Miss., 
was a native of North Carolina, and came to Mississippi before marriage, settling in Oxford, 
the Athens of Mississippi. There he followed merehandising quite extensively, became 
wealthy, but was a heavy loser during the war. His death oecurred in March, 1870, at the 
age of fifty-six years. He was married in Oxford to a widow, whose maiden name was Miss 
E. M. Redding, a native of Tennessee, who bore him three children, two of whom died in 
infancy, John W., being the ouly survivor. Mrs. MecJieod is a faithful member of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian chureh, and is a resident of Oxford, Miss., at the present time. Jolin 
W. McLeod was born in Oxford, Miss., on the 7th of November, 1846, attained his growth 
there, and received his scholastic advantages in Oxford college. He served during the war in 
Captain Webb's company, MeQuirk’s regiment, Third Mississippi cavalry, and participated 
in the following battles: Harrisburg, Athinta, Jonesboro, and was paroled at Columbus, 
Miss. In 1566 Mr. MeLeod began clerking in a mercantile establishment. with which he 
remained for some time, and in 1873 was elected to the position of sheriff of Fayette county, 
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holding that office ten successive years, thig proving the efficient and capable manner in 
which he discharged the duties of the same. He came to Grenada in 1886, and soon after 
was elected cashier of the Merchants’ bank. This bank was organized the same year, with 
Samuel Lawrence as president, and Albert Bebee, of New York, as vice president. The 
directors were B. F. Thomas, John Powell, W. N. Pass, W. C. MeLeod, of Grenada, anid 
Ben Price, and the bank had a paid-up capital of $40,000, In 1887 a large two-story 
building of brick was erected and the capital increased to 360,000. At the present time 
John Powell is president, W. N. Pass, vice president, and John W. McLeod, cashier. The 
directors are John Powell, A. V. B. Thomas, Max Ginsburger, W. C. McLean, Robert Doak, 
W. F. Pass and Ben Price. Mr. McLeod selected for his companion in life Miss Anna 
Buffalo, a native of Raleigh, N. C., and daughter of B. B. and A. A. Buffalo, who were also 
natives of that state. The parents came to Mississippi when Anna was but an infant, and 
she was reared and educated in Holly Springs, of this state. The nine children born to this 
union were named as follows: Anna M., William A., Charles H., Mary Pearle, Ruby, Bessie, 
Dodie, Thomas Dudley and a girl baby, Mattie Florence. Mr. and Mrs. McLeod are mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian church, and he has been deacon in the same for some time. In pol- 
itics he is democratic. He is one of the representative citizens of the county, and his high 
position is a just tribute to his worth. He is in partnership with J. B. Snider in the fire insur- 
ance business, and they represent thirteen of the best companies. 

Hon. John Nelson McLeod, state senator from the Thirty-sixth district of Mississippi 
and planter at Harrison, Tallahatchie county, was born in Greene county, Ala., in 1836. His 
parents, John and Margaret (Henderson) McLeod, were natives of Robinson county, N. C., 
where they were reared and married, and whence they moved to Greene county, Ala., and from 
there about 1837 to Panola county, Miss., where Mr. MeLeod died, Mrs. McLeod surviving 
him tili 1851; she died in Tallahatchie county. Mr. and Mrs. Mcieod were both Presby- 
terians, but some time after his death she connected herself with the Baptist church. Nor- 
man McLeod, father of John McLeod and grandfather of our subject, was a Scotsman, but 
came to America when a young man and became a North Carolina planter, dying in that state. 
His wife wasalso a native of that sturdy country, Scotland. Senator McLeod's grandparents, 
Arcbibald Henderson and wife, were also natives of Scotland and came to the United States 
when comparatively young. After living for many years in North Carolina Mr. Henderson 
removed to Texas in his old age, and died there. Senator McLeod’s mother was married 
three times, Mr. McLeod being her first hushand. Our snbject was the youngest of two sons 
and three daughters, of whom he and his brother are the only ones now living. Norman, 
the brother just mentioned, is a planter in Panola county, who served through the Civil war 
as a private in Princeton’s cavalry regiment. Christiana became the wife of John Keith; 
Julia died young. Senator McLeod was reared on a farm and received only a limited com- 
mon-school education, but he was naturally a student and great reader, and has secured a 
wide range of practical and general informaticn. At the age of eighteen years he became a 
clerk in the store of his brother-in-law, J. H. Keith, and for a time before the war he worked 
on a farm for which he received $10 a month. Ia 1860 he was elected clerk of the probate 
court in Panola county, in which office he served with satisfaction for two years. He then 
joined Floyd’s company, which was attached to Chalmers’ brigade, but was soon taken sick; 
after his recovery he served inthe commissary department until theclose of the war. In 1863 
he was captured in west Tennessee and, after being kept in Memphis a prisoner of war for 
one month, effected his escape and rejoined his command at Senatobia, Miss. He was 
married in 1862 to Sallie, a daughter of Jacob Harmon. She was a nativeof Fayette county, 
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and died in Panola county in 1866, In 1869 Mr. McLeod marréed for his second wife Alice, 
a daughter of John and Martha (Townes) Leigh, natives of Virginia, who joined their 
fortunes in Alabama. Mrs. McLeod was boro in Yalobusha county, Miss., and died there 
at the close of the war, Mr. Leigh dying some years after, a well-to-do planter and 
prominent citizen. He had three sons in the Confederate service during the war. Senator 
and Mrs. McLeod have one son, Norman, and one daughter, Ouida. Mr. Mcleod lived in 
Panola county till 1867, then came to Harrison, which has just been made a station on the 
Mississippi & Tennessee railroad, where he has since resided and been a planter and merchant 
as well,-until some few years ago, when he gave up the mercantile business, and devoted his 
attention exclusively to farming. He owns about three thousand acres of land, seven hundred 
acres of which are cleared. In LSS7 he was elected to the state senate from the Thirty-sixth 
district, composed of Quitman, Tallahatchie and Grenada, for four years, and served on 
several important committees. He has always been noted for his stanch defense of all 
questions pertaining to the temperance cause, and has always carried out in his daily life the 
example he holds up for his fellowmen to follow, being strictly temperate in thought and 
deed. He and his family are earnest workers in the Baptist church. He is justly proud of 
his family, his daughter especially being a highly educated young lady, while his son is just 
about to graduate from a college in Tennessee. Mr. McLeod is an upright citizen and one 
whom his fellowmen may well honor, as be does to the extent of his power the good that he 
may in elevating the down-trodden, striving earnestly always to hft them up to a higher 
plane of manhood. : 

Judge Garfield S. MeMillan, a prominent lawyer of Brookhaven, Miss., was born in 
Springville, Erie county, N. Y., in 1829. His father, Joseph McMillan, a prominent farmer 
of western New York, was a native of Rhode Island, and his father, also named Joseph Me- 
Millan, was a native of Scotland. The mother of our subject was Miss Rachael Jones, a 
native of Great Barrington, Mass. Her father, Capt. Silas Jones, served in the Revolution- 
ary war under General Washington. Mr. MeMillan had been previously married in Onon- 

_daga county, N. Y., in the year 1805, to Miss Mary Haskins, one of five children, She died 
in 1820, a member of the Presbyterian church. His second marriage occurred in 1822. His 
children by his first wife were named Helen, Julia, Marcus, John and William, all deceased 
The children by the second marriage were as follows: Bessie, who died single, at the age of 
twenty; Eugenia, who died at the age of twelve; and the subject of our sketch, Garfield S. 
MeMillan was the second of the family in order of birth, who, after attending the common 
schools near his home, became a student at the Springvilie academy, at Springville, Erie 
county, N. Y.. of which his father was a trustee. He taught two winter terms of school in 
his native county and in [S47 came to Mississippi and settled in Monticello, Lawrence 
county. For a short time he kept books for John H. Tennisson, and later was a teacher for 
about one yeaPin the Monticello academy, and at the same time was a student at law under 
the direction of Hon. W. P. Harris, then circuit judge in this district. He was licensed to 
practice law May, 1So0, and during the next five years be was located in Smith county, 
where he became known as a successful practitioner and a representative in the legislature. 
He then moved to Monticello, where he was actively engaged in the practice of his profession 
until Pos. During this time he was a delegate to the democratic national convention held 
at Cincinnati in 1S, but previously, in 1550, he had been journal clerk of the state legislature 
of Jackson, and in 1S5t he had represented his county in the state legislature, after which, 
in N62, he had received the appointment of private secretary to Governor McRae. In }SoS 
he was elected distriet attorney of the second judicial district of the state and served in that 
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capacity for ten years. In 1870 he was appointed chancellor of the second district by 
Governor Alcorn and held that position by reappointment for six years. In 1SS5 he was 
elected justice of the peace and still holds that office. He was supervisor of the census of 
the fourth district of Mississippi in 1590 wuder the appointment of President Harrison. In 
1865 Judge McMillan married Miss Annette Darden, a native of Jefferson county, Miss., the 
second daughter and third child of Buckner and Sarah (Torrey) Darden. Mr. and Mrs. 
MeMillan have had five children: Lillian R. (who died at the age of five years), Stewart 
(born in 1869 and died in 1871), Archibald M. (born in 1872), Viola (born in 1875) and 
Beatrice (born in 1877), the three last mentioned all being members of their father’s house- 
hold. Previous to the war Judge McMillan was a democrat. He took no active part in the 
Confederate cause except in the clothing of the soldiers who had enlisted in his immediate 
vicinity. Since the war he has been a republican. His first’ presidential vote was cast for 
Lewis Cass. He isa master Mason and a member of the Knights of Honor, and a member 
of the Presbyterian church. He is a generous supporter of the causes of religion and educa- 
tion, and has always labored and given of his means to elevate the people to a higher and 
better condition and to assist in the dissemination of education and general enlightenment. 

John T. McMurran (deceased) made a name for himself in the legal circles of the state 
of Mississippi, but was especially well known throughout Adams and adjoining counties. 
He achieved a reputation for legal ability and acumen which might well be envied by any 
man and fully gained the confidence of the people. He was born in Pennsylvania in 1501, 
but in the city of Chillicothe, Ohio, he was educated by an uncle, who gave him good advan- 
tages, and, unlike the majority of boys, he improved his opportunities to the utmost. In the 
year 1820 he graduated in law, and the following year came to Natchez and entered the 
office of Griffith & Quitman, remaining with them three years. In 1827, at the death of Mr. 
Griffith, Mr. MeMurran formed a partnership with Mr. Quitman, the firm being Quitman & 
MeMurran, but at the opening of the Texan war Mr. Quitman entered the service, and the 
business was carried on alone by Mr. MeMurran, until the former’s return. They dissolved 
partnership in 1546, after which Mr. MeMurran practiced his profession alone until 1861. 
In 1866, while a passenger on the steamer Fashion, it was burned and he was so severely 
injured that he was taken to a hospital at New Orleans and there died of his injuries on the 
30th of December, 1866. He had been married on the 6th of January, 1831, to Miss Mary 
Louisa Turner, a daughter of Judge Turner (see sketch), her birth occurring on the 7th of 
January, 1S14. She still survives him, and although seventy-seven years of age, shows but 
littie the ravages of time, either mentally or physically. She bore her husband three chil- 
dren: Mary Louisa, born October 16, 1531, and died July 31, 1833; John Thompson, who 
was born October 1, 1833, and is now residing in New York, and Mary Louisa, born Decem- 
ber 28, 1S—, married Farar B. Connor, but died on the 31st of March, 1864, leaving three 
children, only one of whom is nowliving. The family are members of the Episcopal church, 
and have, during their long residence in this county, been highly respected and exceptionally 
prominent people. Mr. McMurran was a prominent lawyer in his day, was thoroughly con- 
versant with the common law, and impressed all with whom he came in contact as a man of 
great strength, depth and grasp of mind. His words and writings inspired respect, and for 
over forty years he was a leading character of Natchez. He was the soul of honor in his 
practice and in fact in every walk in life, and at the time of his death he left an unblemished 
reputation and an honored name as a heritage to his children. 

Angus K. McNair, M. D., has been a resident of Mississippi sinee early manhood and 


during this time he has enjoyed the reputation of being an honest, upright man, and a solid, 
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substantial and thoroughly reliable citizen. Thethistory of bis life has not been unlike that 
of other professional men, and yet there has been that individuality about him that shows 
him to be a man of superior intelligence. His energy and ability have not been without the 
substantial rewards of success, as will be seen from a glance at his present possessions, and 
as a citizen he is thoroughly public spirited and law abiding. He was born in Richmond 
county, of the Old North state, July 28, 1S58, his father, Japeth McNair, being a native of 
the same state and county as himself, his birth occurring in 1799 The latter was married 
in his native state to Miss Mary Kelly, and in 1839 they moved to Coosa county, Ala., where 
Mr. MeNair became an extensive planter and the owner of numerous slaves. He made his 
home in Coosa county until his death in 1872, his wife having preeeded him to the grave 
four years. Of their family, six sons and three daughters grew to mature years. Two of 
the sons entered the army, fighting for the Confederate cause, and died while in the service. 
Another son, Dr. William McNair, was a prominent physician. and died in Arkansas; and 
two more sons are successful farmers of Alabama. Dr. A. K. McNair attuined to man’s 
estate in Alabama, and received a fair common-school education, but is, however, mostly 
self-educeted. He began the study of medicine when a young man of twenty, his preceptor 
being his cousin, Dr. N. H. Baker, a well-known and successful physician of Coosa county. 
In the winter of 1859-60 Dr. MeNair took his first course of lectures, and the following 
winter was a student in the medical department of the New Orleans university, graduating 
in the spring of IS61. Upon finishing his studies in that institution he came to Fayette 
Miss., for the purpose of entering upon the practice of his profession, but being an enthusi- 
astic Southerner, he gave this up to enlist as a private in the Confederate army, becoming 
a member of the First Mississippi light artillery. He was soon promoted to assistant sur- 
geon, with the rank of captain, and served in that capacity until the close of the war, par- 
ticipating in all the envagements of his battery. He received a gunshot wound in the hip 
at the battle of Baker's creek, and in the siege of Vicksburg he was taken prisoner. He was 
paroled, and after his exchange returned to active service at the front, but at the time of the 
final surrender was in Hinds county, Miss., where he was paroled. Shortly after this he 
returned to Jefferson county, and fora number of years was engaged in practicing medicine 
about six miles east of Fayette. Since 1879 he has been a resident of the town, and has 
acquired a large and profitable practice. In his journeys to alleviate the sufferings of the 
sick, the sunshine of his disposition as well as his medical skill is brought to bear upon his 
patients, and the result is very satisfactory. He is a member of the State Medical associa- 
tion, and was appointed one of the health officers of Jefferson county. Dr. MeNair was 
married here in March. 1873, to Miss Frances Marion Warren, a daughter of J. J. Warren. 
Mrs. MeNair is a native of the county, and was reared and educated in the Fayette Female 
college, of which institution she is a graduate. She has borne the Doctor tive children: 
Mary, a young lady now attending college at Columbus, Miss., William, Angus h., Jr., J. 
Warren and Annie, the latter being ten years of age. The family are prominent members 
of the Presbyterian church, and the Doctor is a Roval Arch Mason, a member of the K. of 
H. and also of the I. O. O. F. 

R. W. MeNair, sheriff of Lincoln county. and a prominent resident of Brookhaven, Miss., 
was born in this state ia IS49. He is a son of John E. and Adeline (Watts) McNair. His 
father was born in Richmond, N.C., August 8, ISOS, and his mother was a native of Lexing- 
ton, Holmes county, Miss., and was born in 1833. She was a daughter of Reuben Watts, a 
native of Georgia, who came to Mississippi about 1830, and settled in Holmes county, where 
he lived for some years, removing thence to Covington county, Miss., where he held the office 


, 


ue 

odio le 

i) oni 

due 

i 5 28 

HTS 

a onli 

LV, wid an 
(lk af 

i yersoul 

‘y tol 

4 odd 

iljomA 

ao 

ui oleae 

Lot souk. ee 

wrod 
i) al 
olaiw 
2 ald ou 
2eisa 

* OLen 
min. 2 
(om 

i roid 


ie: Lect 


wither 
hoods 
(it rwan 
uote 
otlag 
oi? 
ee. 
yale 
wave 
ii lo 
H 
witmt 
oo 

f iu 





1252 BIOGRAPHICAL AND WISTORICAL 


of sheriff. He took a very prominent part in the political affairs; his business operations 
‘ being so successful that he acquired a conSiderable property. He died very suddenly in this 
county, aged sixty-eight years. He was twice married, and by his first marriage he had 
six children, of whom the mother of the subject of this sketeh was the second in order of 
birth. She accompanied her parents from Holmes county to Covington county, where she 
was married. Thomas Watts, the eldest child, died in Covington county, leaving a wife and 
two children, who reside at Williamsburg. Adeline Watts became the wife of J. E. McNair. 
William Watts died during the war, leaving a wife and one child. George Watts, who never 
married, died in Texas. Dr. V. B. Watts is a resident of Brookhaven. Jane Watts married 
Mr. Davis, who was killed in the battle of Harrisburg, Miss., and by whom she had one child. 
She married, for the second time, D. O. Summers, and lived in Marion county, Miss. The 
father, Reuben Watts, was afterward married to Mrs. Nancy Parish, his first wife having died 
about 1855, having been for many years a member of the Presbyterian church. The father 
of our subject’s father, Alexander McNair, was a native of Scotland, and came with his 
parents to North Carolina when he was three years old. The family located in that state, 
where Alexander was reared, and followed planting until his removal to Mississippi. He 
settled in Simpson county, where he died at the age of eighty-four years. He was a man of 
considerable prominence and took some part in politics. His wife was Miss Effie Little. 
She died in Simpson county, considerably advanced in life, some years after her husband. 
To them were born eleven children, seven of whom married and had families, and two of 
whom are yet living. The latter are Mrs. Jane Graves and Mrs. Isabelle Stubbs, the first 
mentioned of whom lived in San Antonio, Tex., and the latter in Louisiana.. Those deceased 
are as follows: Mrs. Katy Leonard, who died in Covington county, Miss.; Rodrick, who 
married in Mississippi and removed to Texas, and there died, leaving a large family; Cor- 
nelius died in South Carolina, unmarried; Diana, who died unmarried, in Covington county, 
Miss.; Rachel, who died in Covington county; Mary, who died unmarried in Simpson county, 
Miss.; Mrs. Betsey McDonald died in Covington county, leaving a large family; and Mrs. 
Belinda Fullenweider, who died in Texas, also leaving a large family. John E. McNair 
came to Mississippi when a young man. After his arrival he taught school for a time, study- 
ing law during his leisure hours, and in due time was admitted to the bar. He was several 
times elected to the office of district attorney of his county, and afterward was elected circuit 
judge, a position which he filled with much eredit until about the close of the war. He came 
to Brookhaven, Miss., in 1870, and for some vears taught the Peabody school. He was elected 
mayor and held that office until his death, which occurred in January, 1874, he being in his 
sixty-sixth year. He led a very active life and was quite successful as an attorney, and was 
regargled as one of the most able judges in the state. In his earlier life he was the founder 
of the Monticello academy, of Monticello, Miss. As a politician he took a very active part 
and was always so outspoken in his political convictions, that he was widely known as a 
stanch democrat of the old ante-bellum days. He was a member of the Presbyterian church, 
and was for many years an elder and took an active and helpful interest in everything per- 
taining to its welfare, being a leader in all church and Sunday-school affairs. To John and 
Adeline (Watts) McNair were born eight children who are yet living, another son, John E., 
having died at the age of four years. Of the others, Alexander C. is an attorney living at 
Brookhaven, and is chairman of the democratic executive committee of Sinclair county; 
Rachel is the wife of Walter McGee and a resident of Covington county, Miss.; Thomas 
MeNair is a dentist of Brookhaven, Stephen D. is a telegraph operator and express agent at 
Harriston, lately elected chancery clerk of Jefferson county, Miss; Charles is deputy circuit 
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clerk of Lincoln county, Miss., and received the ngmination for circuit clerk of said county 
at recent election; Willie G. is a train dispatcber in the emplog of the Natchez, Jackson & 
Columbus railroad company of Natchez; Mattie, the wife of Dr. C. B. Dunning, lives at Crystal 
Springs, Miss. Our subject was born in Simpson county, Miss., but was reared in Coving- 
ton county, where be was educated in what is now Centenary college and_other schools. At 
the ave of twenty he married and settled in Covington county on a farm. In December, 
1870, he came to Lincoln county and settled near Brookhaven, where he has since resided, 
engaged in farming. He was eleeted assessor of Lincoln county in 1879, for two years. 
He was also elected a member of the board of supervisors for two years. In the fall of 1883 
he was elected sheriff, and holds that office until the present time, being reélected at 
every consecutive election. Politically he is a democrat and he takes a great interest in 
all public affairs. He keeps himself exceptionally well posted on all current topies, aud is 
one of the mast intelligent, best informed and most companionable men in the county. He 
married Miss Emma Pearce, a native of Greene county, Miss., and daughter of Levi and 
Katy (Fairly) Pearce. When quite young Mrs. McNair came with her parents to Covington 
county, Miss., and here she was reared and educated. To Mr. and Mrs. MeNair have been 
born five children, Addie, Katy, Bertram, Mary and Ruby, who died at the age of six years. 
The family are members of the Presbyterian church, in which Mr. McNair is an elder. He 
is also a member of the Knights of Honor. 

Stephen D. McNair is accounted among the energetic and enterprising men of Harriston, 
and although only in his thirty-third year he has business qualifications of a high order, and 
has become widely and favorably known for prudent foresight, sound judgment and an active 
and intelligent mind. He was born in Simpson county of this state September 22, 1858, 
but his father, Judge John E. MeNair, was born in Robinson county of the Palmetto state, 
and when a young man, or about the year 1826, be came to Mississippi and took up his 
abode in Lawrence county, where he soon became widely known, for he was a man of superior 
education. After devoting his attention to teaching for some time he began reading law, 
with the intention of preparing himself for an active business life, and was soon admitted to 
the bar. After practicing a short time in the midst of able and experienced compctition, 
his ability as an attorney began to manifest itself, and his close application and attention to 
his profession was rewarded by his election to the position of district attorney, in which 
capacity he served one or more terms. He was next elected to the office of circuit judge of 
this district, and while discharging the duties of this position he distinguished himself as a 
man of sound judyment, broad intelligence and liberal, progressive ideas. In the year 1870 
he removed to Brookhaven, where he lived retired from the active duties of his life until 
his death in INi4. He was a very able and talented lawyer, and filled every position of 
honor and trust with credit to himself and honor to his profession. He was married in 
Covington county, Miss.. to Miss Adaline Watts, a daughter of Reuben Watts. Mrs. Me- 
Nair was born and reared in Covington county, Miss., and in 1870, at the early age of thirty- 
eight years, was called from life, her death being deeply lamented by a large circle of 
friends, as well as by her immediate family. Besides Mr. McNair she left a family of six 
sons and two daughters that grew to mature years, all of whom are living at the present 
time and are the heads of families, with the exception of the youngest son. She was a model 
mother and wife, wasa kind, sincere and obliging friend, and her piety and true Christianity 
were undoubted. Untileighteen years of age Stephen D. MeNair made his home in the town 
of Brookhaven, receiving the advantages of the common schools. In his youth he began 
learning telegrahy and was given a position as night operator at Osyka, but only remained 
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at that point a short time. He has followed like business at different places since the age of 

eighteen years, and in the month of June, 189), received the appointment of superintendent 

of the Natchez railroad, but this position he resigned shortly after. Since January, 1SS6, 

he has been a resident of Harriston, and has had charge of the Natchez, Jackson & 

Columbus railroad at this point. In 18S7 he was made agent for the Louisville, New Orleans 
& Texas railroad, and has since been the efficient, accommodating and gentlemanly agent 

for both these railroads. It is conceded by all that he has done more to advance the inter- 

ests of the town of Harriston than all] its other citizens combined, for all things of a public 

nature which pointed to the material benefit of the county or town received his hearty sup- 
port. He purchased the north addition to Harriston, and on this property has erected sey- 

eral substantial residences. He has also erected one good business house, and is president _ 
of the building association of the place. He was married in Jackson, Miss., March 2, 1882, 
to Miss Belle E. Patton, a daughter of John W. Patton, now deceased, a former well-known 

editor and a prominent man of that city. Mrs. McNair was born, reared, educated and 
married in Jackson, and by Mr. McNair is the mother of one child, a daughter, named Sallie 
Virginia. Mr. McNair has shown his approval of secret organizations by becoming a mem- 
ber of the K. of P., and is filling the position of chancellor commander of his lodge. He 
is a thoroughly well-informed business man, and as he is an intelligent and entertaining 
conversationalist, he is a most agreeable gentleman to meet. 

Dr. William J. McNair, a physician and surgeon of Quitman, Clarke county, Miss., was 
born in Montgomery county, Ala., in 1846. He was the fourth in a family of five children 
born to and reared by John and Sarah (Jones) McNair. His father, a native.of Scotland, 
came early to this country and settled in Alabama, where he married and lived out the balance 
of his life, dying about 1850. After his death the family removed to Mississippi and settled 
at Marion, then the county seat of Lauderdale county, where the mother of our subject soon 
after died. The cinidren born to Mr. and Mrs. McNair were Martha, who died when a young 
lady; James, who died in Alabama before the removal of the family to this state; Benjamin, 
who also died in Alabama about 1850; William J. was the next in order of birth; Henry L., 
is a mechanic living in Lauderdale county. The parents of our subject were Christian people 
the father having been a Presbyterian and the mother a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. In his early life Dr. MeNair was a resident of Meridian, where he received a good 
English education. He studied medicine with Dr. M. J. Thompson and began the practice 
of his profession at Meridian about 1875, and since that time he has had an extensive practice 
throughout Lauderdale county. He removed to Quitman in 1855, where he has established 
a fine practice, and in March, 1891, he opened a drug store which he manages in connection 
with his practice. He was married in 1883 to Mrs. Lott, formerly Mary E. Howell, of Merid- 
ian, daughter of B. W. and Mary (Pope) Howell, who was a native of Mississippi. Dr. and 
Mrs. McNair are members of the Baptist church, in which the Doctor holds the office of deacon. 
The Doctor did service during the late war, enlisting in 1863 in company G, of the Sixth 
regiment of Mississippi cavalry. Among other engagemeuts in which he participated were 
those of Yazoo City, Miss., the fight in Yazoo county, in Harrisburg, Miss., Johnsonville, 
Tenn., and at Perryville and Okolahona. He was discharged at the end of the war and 
engaged in farming, school teaching and other vocations, devoting all of his spare time to 
self-education. He is a member of the Masonic order and takes great interest in schools and 
churches. He has been a member of the State Medical association for some time and he ts 
also identified with the Clarke County Medical association, of which he is vice president. 
The parents of Mrs, McNair were born, her father in North Carolina and her mother 
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in middle Tennessee. She was one of seven children born to her parents, whose names are 
as follows: John H., George W., Frank, Pope,eAllen K., Mary E. and Mattie. Her parents 
died in Mississippi, her mother in 1852 and her father in 1S75. Her father was a merchant 
and a prominent resident of Meridian, Miss., and with his wife were members of the Christian 
church. The Doctor's professional success has been great, and his standing among the med- 
ical practitioners of this and adjoining counties is high. 

One of the rising young professional men of Newton county is Dr. G. H. McNeill, a 
native of Mississippi. His parents removed from North Carolina to this state in the early days; 
the father was a planter and a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. He died 
in Clarke.county, Miss., in 1867. Dr. McNeill passed his boyhood and youth in Clarke 
county, attending the common school until 1876; in that year he entered the Louisville 
Medical college, from which institution he was graduated with honors. He located at Gar- 
landville, Miss., where he entered upon the practice of his -profession. He remained 
there until February, 1885, removing at that time to Newton, where he has since resided. In 
the spring of 1891 he went to the city of New York, where he took a special course in the 
Polyclinic Medical college. He is a man especially adapted to the professions of medicine 
and surgery, and has a prospect of a brilliant career. He is energetic, and is ambitions to 
be fully abreast of the times and keep well posted in all discoveries pertaining to the science 
of medicine. Dr. McNeill was united in marriage in 1S79 to Miss Annie Dent, of Garland- 
ville, Miss. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias, belonging to the lodge at Newton. 

John S. MeNeily, editor and proprietor of the Greenville Times, Greenville, Miss., was 
born in Wilkinson county, Miss., November 20, 1841. The MeNeilys were among the early 
settlers of Mississippi, having located here during the Spanish rule. Mr. MecNeily’s mater- 
nal ancestors (the Shelbys and Seymours) were also pioneers in Wilkinson county and in 
the state. Both families were prominent, and were Jeaders in society and in public affairs. 
The parents of the subject of this sketch were William and Mary (Seymour) MeNeily, both 
natives of Wilkinson county, where they were also reared and married. There were born 
to them four children, only one of whom is now liviug, and the parents died when the chil- 
dren were young, and the latter were reared by relatives. The childhood of Johu S$. McNeily 
was spent in Hinds county, Miss., and he was attending school at Jackson, La., when the 
war broke out. He felt called to contribute his part, whatever it might be, to the Confederate 
cause, and, enlisting, went with a company from Natchez to Pensacola, Fla., and after about 
a year went to Virginia and joined his brother, who was an officer in the Second Mississippi 
regiment, of Longstreet’s command, commonly known in Mississippi as the Griffith, Barks- 
dale, Humphrey’s brigade, with which he served during the balance of the war, and partici- 
pated in much active service. He escaped unscathed, and at the close of the struggle was 
sergeant-major of his regiment, with his brother in command. Returning to Mississippi, he 
located at Woodville, where he embarked in journalism. In 1869 he came to Greenville and 
purchased the Greenville Zines, which he has since published. This paper is one of the 
ablest local journals inthis part of the state, ably edited and attractively printed, and exerts 
a wide influence. Myr. McNeily married Miss May Perry, a niece of Colonel Perry, of Green- 
ville, who died a few years afterward. His present wife was Mary, daughter of Col. Ed- 
mund Berkeley, of Prince William county, Va. He has three ehildren: Mary B., Faunie 
P., and Margaret P. Mr. McNeily is a man of more than local reputation, who gives his 
unqualified support to every measure calculated to aid the development and advancement of 
his county and state. In 1890 he was a member of the constitutional convention of Mlissis- 
sippi from the state at large, 
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Alexander G. MeNutt, ex-governor of the state of Mississippi, was born in the Old 
Dominion, in which state he was reared to*manhood, where he received good educational 
advantages. After preparing himself for the practice of law he came to Mississippi and opened 
an oflice at Vicksburg in 1826, and being a very talented and brilliant young man, he soon 
made an enviable reputation for himself throughout the state. His ability as a lawyer soon 
became appreciated by the people and he was first elected a member of the state legislature, 
and in this body his comprehensive knowledge of law and the soundness of his views won 
him immediate recognition. After serving one term with fidelity, faithfulness and ability, he 
resumed the practice of his profession, and the business of Mrs. Elizabeth Cameron was 
placed in his charge, her estate being very extensive and valuable, and in the meantime their 
marriage was consummated, at which time she was said to have been one of the most beautiful 
women in the South. Not many years after their marriage Mr. McNutt was elected governor 
of the state, in which capacity he discharged his duties with the same faithfulness that 
marked his career as a legislator. Being a man of very decided character, he was very dis- 
creet in every step of his public career, and so determined was he to do whatever he consid- 
ered to be right, regardless of consequences, that he often, in carrying out his principles, 
incurred the displeasure of his friends. While serving in this capacity he was called from 
life, and although his career had been a comparatively short one it was one of usefuluess and 
full of honors. In personal appearance he was rather tall, with black hair and eyes, a high, 
square forehead and a prominent nose, all his features being remarkably clear cut and well 
detined, expressing power and determination in every lineament. After his death his widow 
was married to Col. George R. Fall, a native of England. He was a man_of rare ability, 
intelligence and usefulness and an honored member of the Mississippi legislature for a number 
of years. He was an editor of one of the leading newspapers of the state for many years, and 
was a man whose intelligence manifested itself in every walk in life. Since his death, which 
occurred about 18V4, his widow has resided on her old homestead on Deer creek in the south- 
ern part of Washington county. She is now in her seventy-seventh year, and is in the 
enjoyment of good health. As she is very retiring she does not seek or allow publicity, but is 
perfectly content with her present quiet, uneventful and peaceful life. Before her mar- 
riage she was a Miss Elizabeth Lewis, a native Mississippian. In personal appearance Colonel 
Fall was decidedly prepossessing, for, while not so tall as Governor McNutt, he was yet com- 
manding in presence and his brilliant dark gray eyes were full of intelligence and expres- 
sion. His hair was dark and his high forehead was indicative of a mind well balanced 

‘and far above the ordinary. 

Samuel J. McPeak has been familiar with planting in Tunica county, since boyhood, and 
that he has profited by his experience is shown by the fact that he owns a fine plantation of 
four hundred and eighty acres, one mile southwest of Hollywood, of which three hundred and 
fifty acres are under cultivation. This plantation is his birthplace, and here he first saw the 
light of day, September 2, 1860. His parents, Isaac Shelby and Mary Jane (White) McPeak, 
were Tennesseeans by birth, but were married in Mississippi, where to their union twelve 
children were born—six sons and six daughters—Samuel J. being their third child. Isaac. 
McPeak was one of the pioneers of Tuniea county, for in 1536 he became a resident of old 
Commerce, and throughout his life he followed the occupation of planting, being also very fond 
of hunting and exceedingly skillful in the use of the rifle. He is now in his seventy-tirst year 
and is a resident of old Commerce, where his wife was called from life on the 19th of June, 
1891. He was a member of the board of supervisors before the war, and has filled the same 
position since, making it between fifteen and twenty years, He has been a very useful and 
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progressive citizen, and has rendered valuable aid in improving and building up the county, 
and has won an enviable reputation as a sterling citizen in this and the surrounding counties. 
Nine of his children are living at the present time, and are all substantial residents of this 
section, with the exception of two daughters who reside in Arkansas. Henry, a son, is a 
member of the board of supervisors, is a resident of Tunica, and is engaged in contracting for 
the railroad company. The other sons are planters. Samuel J. MePeak was brought up on 
the plantation on which he is now residing, but devoted one year to the mercantile business 
in Pendleton, Ark., and was then bookkeeper for the Sunnyside company, of Sunnyside, Ark., for 
six months, after which he returned to his old home in Mississippi, and has since been a resi- 
dent on the old plantation. He expects to devote five hundred acres to the culture of cotton 
this year, and two hundred acres to corn, and being a very energetic and pushing young gen- 
tleman and a thorough and practical business man, he will, without doubt, do well. In con- 
nection with the admirable way in which he looks after his planting interests, he is also con- 
ducting a good general mercantile estabiishment at Hollywood, Miss., his stock of goods 
being valued at $5,000, and owing to his upright methods of conducting affairs and his efforts 
to please his patrons, he has built up a prosperous business. He was married November 25, 
1889, to Miss Margaret K. Poage, a daughter of Robert G. Poage, of Arkansas, she bemg an 
earnest and faithful member of the Catholic church. Mr. MePeak has followed in his worthy 
father’s footsteps, has always been interested in county affairs, and is one of the most suc- 
cessful, prosperous and wideawake young business men of which Tunica county can boast. 
He has shown his approval of secret organizations by becoming a member of the Masonic 
fraternity and the Knights of Honor, of which orders he is a prominent member. He has 
easy and engaging manners, is five feet eight inches in hight, weighs one hundred and fifty 
pounds and is of fair complexion, his hair being light and his eyes, which denote him to be 
a man of intelligence and kindly disposition, a bright blue. 

William A. McPheeters, M. D., is a physician whose labors in behalf of suffering 
humanity have been highly appreciated, for in the practice of his noble and highly necessary 
calling he has won the gratitude of hundreds by the skill and talent he has displayed. He 
was born in Jefferson county, Miss., in the year 1833, and was the third of four children 
born to Dr. James A. and Maria (Dunbar) MePhceeters, the father being a Kentuckian, but 
the latter a native of Mississippi. Mrs. McPheeter’s father, William Dunbar, was born in 
Adams county, but his father, Robert Dunbar, came here during the Spanish reign in 1760 
and was. engaged in planting near Washington, where he died. He was the father of quite a 
large family, and his son William also followed in his footsteps, becoming a planter. The 
latter was married in 1804, and died in this county about 1829. Dr. James A. MePheeters 
began the study of medicine in bis native state, Kentucky, and after locating in Natchez, 
Miss., in 1823 he began practicing his profession. After his marriage in 1S2S he moved to 
Jefferson county, where he lived until his wife’s death in 1835, when he came back to 
Natchez and here resided until his death in 1848. His father, James McPheeters, was 
also a physician and was a practitioner in Kentucky. In the College of South Carolina 
Dr. William A. McPheeters received his literary education, and in 1853 began his medical 
studies in New Orleans, but in 1855 graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, Phila- 
delphia, after which two and a half years were spent in studying in Europe. In bSov he 
began practicing in Natchez, and four years during the war were spent as a surgeon in the 
Confederate army, being promoted after he had entered the ficld as a private. After his 
return from the war he entered at once upona successful career, which has from the first been 
one of gratifying results. He is thoroughly fitted by study and experience for a superior 
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physician and surgeon, and has built up a reputation for professional skill and ability that is 
not merely local, but extends over a large extent of territory. He was married in 1867 to 
Miss Laura Walworth, and to them nine children have been born, seven of whom are living. 
Mrs. McPheeters died May 11, 1891. She was an intelligent and accomplished lady and 
an earnest member of the Presbyterian church. Socially, the Doctor’ is a member of the 
Masonic order, the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of Honor. 

Among the successful and enterprising planters of Carroll county is Alfred A. McPherson 
of Vaiden. He is a native of Mississippi, born in Carroll county, May 8, 1836. His father, 
Daniel McPherson, was a native of the state of Georgia. He was married there to Martha 
Robinson, a native of Georgia, and a sister of the Rev. Norval Robinson, a prominent min- 
ister in the Baptist church, aud a member of a well-known family; he was for nearly a half 
century the minister of the Pearl River Baptist church, near Jackson, Miss.; his father was 
also a Baptist minister, and a native of Georgia. Mrs. McPherson’s brothers were all self- 
made men, and held positions of trust and honor. The McPherson family removed to Mis- 
sissippi about the year 1827, and settled in Hinds county, near Jackson. Daniel McPherson 
removed from Hinds county to Carroll county about 1834, and was one of the pioneers of 
that county. He located near Carrollton, and resided there until his death in IS{6. His wife 
survives him, and is now ninety years old. Alfred A. McPherson is one of a family of five 
sons and two daughters: James was a soldier in the Confederate army, and was wounded in 
Virginia, where he died; Matthew was also a soldier, and served through the war; he is now 
a planter in Texas; Pinckey served in the war, receiving a wound at Fort Donelson, from 
which he died; George is a planter in Hinds county; the sisters are Mary Permelia, wife of 
B. B. Byrd, a planter at Oakland, and Dillie, deceased. Alfred grew to manhood in Carroll 
county, acquiring a fair English education at Carrollton. He learned the carpenter’s trade, 
which he followed several years. He was a contractor and builder before the war, and aceumu- 
lated a nice property. In 1862 he enlisted in the Thirtieth Mississippi volunteer infantry, 
and joined Brage’s army, following that brave leader through all the varied fortunes of a 
soldier until taken prisoner. He participated in the battles of Murfreesboro and Chickamauga, 
and a great many battles and skirmishes of less importance. He was taken prisoner at Chick- 
amauga and was sent to Camp Douglas, Chicago, where he was held for two years, at the end 
of which time peace was declared, and he was released. He then returned to his home in 
Carrollton, and set about retrieving his fortunes. Everything had been swept away by the 
ravages of war, and although much was due him, nothing could be collected. His liabilities 
amounted to $10,000, and he has since succeeded in paying this out dollar for dollar. On 
his return to Carroll county Mr. McPherson settled on a plantation, and he has proven a 
successful agriculturist. He has acquired about four thousand acres of Jand, a large portion 
of which is under excellent cultivation. He resided near Carrollton until 1879, and then 
removed to the vicinity of Vaiden. In 1890 he bought residence property in the town, and 
now makes his home there. In 1880 he engaged in merchandising, and for the past ten years 
he has carried on this business in connection with his extensive planting. He is a man of 
wise judgment and sound business principles, and has succeeded in attaining a position of ~ 
influence and financial independence. Mr. McPherson was united in marriage in Carroll 
county, Miss., in 1858, to Miss Martha Holman; she died in 1S77, leaving three children: 
Thaddeus is married and lives on one of his father’s plantations; he also has charge of the 
store belonging to his father; he has three children; the second in the fainily, Ada, is the 
wife of Dr. Rogers, of West Station, Holmes county; she is the mother of one child; the youngest 
of the family is Thomas, who resides at home. In ISSS Mr, McPherson was married in Holmes 
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county to Miss Ella Downer, who is a daughter of John H. Downer, and was born in Georgia 
and reared near Vaiden. Our subject is a prominent member of the Baptist church, of which 
he is a deacon; he has served in that capacity for about twenty-five years. Mrs. McPherson 
is also a member of the Baptist church. 

T. J. McQuiston, a prominent planter and stockbreeder of Egypt, was born in the house 
in which he now lives, three miles south of Egypt, in 1847, the son of Col. William and 8S. 
S. (Holder) McQuiston. His father was a native of Christian county, Ky., and his mother 
was born near Lexington, in the same state. Mr. MeQuiston was reared ona farm, and 
acquired a fair English education. While yet a single man he came to Mississippi and was 
married in Pontiac toa Miss Clark, and had two children, both of whom are dead. After her 
death he married the mother of the subject of our sketch, und settled on the place now known 
as the McQuiston plantation, where he died in 1857. He was for some years United States 
tobacco inspector at New Orleans, and for four years United States marshal for the northern 
district of Mississippi. He was a selfmade man who accumulated a good property, a portion 
of which was a large plantation, in the management of which he took great pride, as well as 
in the breeding of fine stock. He was possessed of a strong will, much energy and liberal 
views. He also had great force of character, and was an amiable man and truly hospitable. 
He was possessed of a wide acquaintance, whom he frequently and generously entertained. 
He was of Scotch and Irish descent. His church affiliations were with the Methodists. 
Mrs. McQuiston was also twice married, her first husband having been Osmand Herndon, by 
whom she had oneson. Her father, Richard Holder, was a descendant of Daniel Boone, and 
fought in the early Indian wars, dying in Tennessee. T. J. McQuiston is the eldest of two 
sons and three daughters, born to his parents, all of whom are living. They are as follows: 
Fannie G. (wife of L. S. Sykes, a prominent citizen of Aberdeen), Hattie J. (wife of Mr. F. 
J. Shiclds, a lawyer of Le Maire, Ala.), Dunbar H. (of Aberdeen), Maggie S. (wife of Q. O. 
Eckfort), and our subject. He was educated in the common schools and at an educational 
institution located at Pontotoc. In 1862 he joined Lander’s battalion of cavalry which was 
attached to Johnston’s army, and took part in the military operations from Resaea to Atlanta, 
and on to the sea, surrendering at the close of the war. After peace was declared, he spent 
one year asa merchant in New Orleans, and then returned to the old homestead upon which 
he was born, where he has lived the most of the time since. He owns eight hundred acres of 
fine land, six hundred acres of which are under cultivation, constituting one of the most pro- 
ductive farms in Monroe county. Mr. MeQuiston takes considerable interest in polities, all 
affairs of localimport claiming his attention. He was for some years a member of the Mon- 
roe county democratic executive committee, and also congressional committee. From 1SS2 to 
1886 he was superintendent of the penitentiary. In ISST he was married to Miss Lottie B: 
Holliday, a native of Aberdeen. (See sketch of B. P. Holliday, her brother.) Mrs. MeQuis- 
ton was a lady of much culture and many admirable qualities, who died in ISSO. She wasa 
consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and Mr. MeQuiston was also e.mem- 
ber of the same faith. Our subject is genial and hospitable, and stands high as a citizen. 
His business capacity is first-class, and his integrity is unblemished. 

B. F. MeRae, general merchant at Iuka, Miss., was one of eight children of Kenneth and 
Fatima (Thomas) McRae. His father was born in North Carolina in TS20. In early life he 
was a farmer, and later became a merehant. He continued in trade until his death, whieh 
occurred in [S61. He was a prominent business man, and at an early date entered a large 
quantity of land in this state. In all his enterprises he was suceessful. His wife died about 
1857 or 1858. His second wife was Mrs. Isabella Wiley. By his first marriage he had chil 
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dren named as follows: Mary, Margaret, Wilkam, John, James, Thomas, Benjamin F. and 
Francis M. By his second marriage he had two children, named Daniel and Sarah. Mr. 
McRae was a very public-spirited man, interested in everything that promised to aid in the 
developmeut and improvement of the county. In polities he was an old-line whig. B. F. 
McRae was born in Tishomingo county, in 1851. His boyhood days were spent on his 
father’s plantation, and he was unable to obtain much education until after the war. He 
attended school at Pleasant Site, Ala. At the age of twenty-three, he married and engaged in 
the mercantile business. Miss Emma Doan, daughter of J. H. Doan, became his wife. Mr. and 
Mrs. Doan were married at Eastport, and locating there, reared a family of ten children, of 
whom Mrs. McRae was the eldest. She was born in Eastport in 1S95. Her father died in 
1885, and her mother is still living in Memphis. Mr. MeRae continued in the general mer- 
cantile business with no small degree of success until 1883. In 1882 he invested largely in 
the tannery business, which was not a financial success, and entailed upon him the loss of 
$30,000, After closing out his store in 1883, he removed to Newburn, Tenn., and engaged 
in merchandising there. A year later, he removed to Byhalia. Miss., and at the end of 
another year, he returned to Iuka. He is known as an enterprising, energetic and useful citi- 
zen, helpfully interested in everything which contains the promise of benefit to the commu- 
nity. Heis amember of the educational board of the town. He is also a member of the 
Knights of Honor, and of the Knights and Ladies of Honor. He and his wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. They have six children, and have lost one by death. 
Their. names are James D., Benjamin F., Ernest, Ottie, Thomas and Eugene. Margaret I. 
is deceased. , 

Samuel P. McRee is a farmer and merchant of Caseyville, Miss., fifteen miles west of 
Brookhaven. He was born in that part of Copiah county which is now included in Lincoln 
county, April 13, 1813, a son of David and Epsey M. (Leech) McRee. His father was a 
native of North Carolina and a son of William McRee and his wife, who was Mary Savage. 
He was the fifth child and fourth son of their family of eight children. His mother was 
born in March, 1522, and died in Copiah county. Her husband was married twice 
after her death and removed to Louisiana in 1847, and there ended his days. David McRee 
came with his parents to Mississippi in 1824 and was there reared and educated. He was 
married in 1839 to Miss Epsey N. Leech, a native of Mississippi, and a daughter of Reuben 
and Sarah (Stevens) Leech, of whose six children she was the youngest. She also had two 
half sisters and one half brother named Watkins, who were her mother’s children. Mr. and 
Mrs. David McRee are still living on their place at Caseyville after having traveled fifty years 
together in the journey of life. They are very hospitable and their home is open to all 
comers, a helpful hand being outstretched to all who may be in need of assistance. Mr. 
McRee is an influential and highly respected man and his wife is one of the noblest women 
in the county. Both are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. McRee isa 
stanch democrat. They have had children as follows: William J. married Samantha God- 
bold and has nine children—four sons and five daughters——and is a planter in Lincoln county; 
Francis married Bettie A. Beacham and lives on a plantation in Copiah county, having two 
children—Dayid D. and Versie I°;) Emma M. is the wife of Prentiss Buie, and lives ona 
plantation in Lincoln county, and has had eight children, two sons and five daughters of 
whom are living; Annie KE. married Dr. J. W. McGee and lives on a plantation in Lincoln 
county with four children; Sarah H. married Robert A. Cessna and died in 1563, leaving 
three children, and Samuel P., the subject of this sketch, received a practical English edu- 


cation in the common schools of Lincoln county aud assisted his father in the planting 
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operations until 1861, when he enlisted under, Capt. H. G. D. Brown in the Seven Stars 
artillery. The company went to Hazlehurst and thence to New Orleans, to the bay of St. 
Louis, andthen to Camp Moore. At Camp Moore he took the fever and was obliged to return 
home. In 1863 he rejoined the army at Port Hudson, La., and went thence to Jackson, La. 
The battle at that point was the first engagement of importance in which he participated. 
He then went to Georgetown and then to Canton and thence back to Crystal Springs. He 
participated in the engagements of Coleman’s lane, and also went to Yazoo county and there 
took, part in several skirmishes. In the fall of 1863 he was promoted to be lieutenant of 
cavalry. He was present at the skirmish at Robertson’s mills, Miss., and operated at other 
points in the state till the close of the war. After the war closed he again took sick and 
returned home, where he was at the time of the general surrender. He was paroled at Jackson, 
Miss., inthe spring of 1865. In 1867 he entered Soule’s Commercial college at New Orleans and 
took a course in bookkeeping and telegraphy. Previous to this, however, he had purchased 
a retail store of James and John C. Casey and began merchandising, which he still continues 
at the present time in connection with other business operations and has been so successful 
that he has acquired considerable property, ranking at this time as one of the very well-to-do 
men of the county. He isa citizen of influence and high standing. That which he owns 
he has accumulated by his own unaided efforts, helped by his good judgment and business 
ability, and it is to these facts and to his admirable personal qualities that he is recognized 
as one of the leading men of the community. He was married January 12, 1570, to Laura 
T. Easterling, who was born in Mississippi in 1548, a daughter of William K. and Anna 
Easterling. She is one of four sons and five daughters, of whom she was the third in order 
of birth. To Mr. and Mrs. McRee, three sons and three daughters have been born: William 
D., Mary, Ina and David M., are all members of their parents’ household; Ida died at the age 
of two years; Samuel P. McRee, Jr.. met his death at the hands of William Blue while defend- 
ing his cousin, David McRee, who was in a difficulty which occurred at a sociable at Robert 
McCormick’s house, about seventeen miles northeast of Fayette, Jefferson county, Miss. He 
was an industrious, promising young man. He was born May 22, 1871, and died on the 
night of October 11, 1890, in his twentieth year. He was buried from Bethel church, Casey- 
ville. Politically he is a democrat. S, P. MeRee is a member of the Knights of Honor, of the 
Knights and Ladies of Honor and of the Knights of Pythias. He and his wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, and are earnest and helpful advocates and supporters of 
all church and Sunday-school work, having at heart the cause of their Redeemer in their 
community. 

Dr. William MeSwine, planter and representative of Grenada county, Miss., is the son of 
John MeSwine, who was a native of the Old Dominion. When but a boy the latter moved 
with his parents to Tennessee, located with them in Humphreys county and there attained 
his majority. He was the youngest of a large family of children, two of whom served in 
the Mexican war under Jackson and one never returned, having been killed at the battle of 
New Orleans. John MecSwine was married to Miss Annie Ross, of Texas, and in [5835 he 
and family moved to Mississippi, settling on the place where our subject now resides, which 
at that time was unimproved. Here Mr. MeSwine opened up and put under cultivation a 
large tract of land and became one of the substantial and leading citizens of what was then 
Yalobusha county. He led a quiet, unpretentious life and took no part in polities more than 
to exercise his right to vote. He was not connected with any church, but was a man of good 
morals and upright character. He died in 1855 at the age of fifty-five years. His wife had 
passed away a few years before at the age of thirty-five years. Of the eleven children born 
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to this union all lived to be grown, but oply two besides our subject now survive: Mrs. 
Keziah Ferrill, of Love Station, Miss., and Mrs. Hester Slack, wife of J. J. Slack, district 
attorney of this district who resides at Grenada. Those deceased were: John, Stephen, 
Lucretia (Mrs. Crenshaw), Margaret (Mrs. Burt), Thomas, Hugh, Griffith and Robert. The 
six sons last mentioned served in the war and Jobn was killed at the battle of Fisher’s Creek, 
while Stephen fell at the bloody battle of Shiloh. Both Mrs. Crenshaw and Mrs. Burt died 
in Mississippi, leaving families. Dr. William McSwine, the seventh in order of birth of the 
above named family, was born in Humphreys county, Tenn., in 1837, and was reared on the 
plantation where he now resides. As his parents bent all their energies to obtain for their 
children the best educational advantages, he entered the University of Mississippi at Oxford 
and graduated from that celebrated institution of learning in 1855. He then returned to 
the home place, where he resided, until after the war, engaged in the practice of his 
profession and in planting. He did not serve in the war, owing to injury received from falling 
froma horse, and after that eventful period he took up the study of medicine under Dr. W. F. 
Barksdale, of Hardy Station, and graduated from the medica] department of the University of 
Louisiana in 1866, After that he returned to the home place and there practiced his profes- 
sion until 1878. Since then he has been very extensively engaged in planting, ete., and has 
about one thousand two hundred acres under cultivation. Dr. MeSwine has always been a 
democrat and devoted to the principles of that party. He has not sought office, but the 
office has sought him, and although he would rather not accept any official position he was 
elected by his party to the legislature in 1878, 1882, and 1890. He is now serving his third 
term, thus proving to the satisfaction of all, and especially his constituents, his fitness for 
that position. He keeps himself well posted on all the leading topics of the day, and that 
he is a man of strong sense and acute judgement is patent to every one. His clear views on 
every subject and his trenchant but pleasant wit make him a favorite with all into whose 
society he is thrown. Although not connected with any church, he isa man who merits 
respect and esteem. Socially he is a member of Grenada lodge No. 31. He is very fond of 
hunting and fishing and all outdoor sports. 

Dr. Andrew J. McWilliams, of Tupelo, is one of the most skillful physicians of Lee 
county, and is well known throughout the state as an able member of the profession. He is 
anative of Alabama, anda son of Andrew MeWilliams. His paternal grandfather was Will- 
iam MeWilliams, who was of Irish descent. His father was a native of Kentucky, and removed 
to Alabama about the year 1818. He was married to Miss Elizabeth Robertson, and by 
frugality and wise management they soon laid the foundation of a comfortable fortune. 
Before the war they owned forty slaves, and valuable real estate. They were members of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and liberal contributors to its support. They reared a 
family of ten children, only two of whom are living—the subject of this notice and Martha, 
wife of John Hayes. Andrew J. was the seventh-born. He attained his majority in Lime- 
stone county, Ala., where he began the study of medicine under the preceptorship of Dr. W. 
K. Adams, a leading physician of the county. At the age of twenty-one years he came to 
Mississippi and located at Fulton. For thirty years he practiced in that neighborhood, and— 
then came to Tupelo, where he has since devoted himself to professional work. He was united 
in marriage to Miss Emily Pryor, a daughter of Luke Pryor, Sr., anda sister to Hon. Luke 
Pryor, Jr., of Athens, Ala., a leading attorney of his state, a congressman anda United States 
senator. This lady was born in Limestone county, Ala., September 15, [S29. Early in life 
she madea profession of religion and united with the Cumberland Presbyterian church. In 
her death the community was deprived of a most excellent woman, and her family, ofa devoted 
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wife and mother. Her Christian faith was beautifully exemplified in deeds of kindness and 
charity, and she left the assurance that she would pass into the highest state of existence 
beyond this life. Her death occurred the Sth day of March, 1SS4. She was the mother of 
three children: Prior McWilliams, who entered the war at the age of fifteen years, and made 
a most brilliant record. Just before he received the fatal shot he shouted to his men: ‘‘For 
God Almighty’s sake, remember you are Mississippians, and come on!” Alice, wife of R. D. 
Porter, and Hattie, wife of I. W. Lindsley, are the daughters. Dr. MeWilliams was married, 
a second time, to Mrs. M. B. Edwards, widow of EK. A. Edwards. They are members of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church, of which the Doctor has been a member forty-seven years. 
Politically he adheres to the principles of the democratic party. He represented Itawamba 
county in the state legislature of 1847, and was treasurer of that county two terms. During 
the war he was tendered the office of surgeon of the Tenth Mississippi regiment, but his 
friends would not agree to his accepting. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, belong- 
‘ing to the Blue lodge, chapter and commandery. He is a member of the Lee County Medical 
association. . 

The Mississippi family of Me Willies are descendants of John Me Willie, a Scotch gentleman 
who, although then quite young, took part, to the ruin of his fortune and the great hazard of 
his life, in the attempt to place Prince Charles Edward upon the English throne in 1745. After 
his capture at the disastrous battle of Culloden he was for some time held in a prison ship at 
Plymouth, expecting daily to be executed, but was at length pardoned through the interces- 
sion of an English friend of his family, who interested himself in his behalf on certain con- 
ditions, one of them being his taking service in the British army, and another his refraining. 
from any return to his home in the Highlands. Both obligations were observed, his subse- 
quent military service extending to nearly every quarter of the globe. His descendants in 
_ Mississippi preserve with much pride his sword and several of hiscommissions. Several years 
after his release from prison he married at Stirling, Scotland, Margaret Churchill, a lady of 
high English connection, who-bore to him a son, Adam MeWillie. The son inherited some- 
thing of the rebellious spirit of his father; on reaching manhood, married, against the 
paternal will, Anne Agnew, and emigrated to America, without waiting for a blessing. 
Adam MecWillie, on reaching the new world, made his home in Kershaw district, in the 
. state of South Carolina, and although beginning with no other resources than a fine mind 
and vigorous body, soon acquired an ample estate. He became thoroughly identified with 
his adopted country, and in the War of 1812 was colonel of a regiment of South Carolina 
troops, which he commanded with great credit till the close of the struggle. © The faithful 
wife, whose attractions had prevailed against the opposing influences of his family, showed 
amid the hardships of the transition period through which the country was then making its 
way that she was well worthy of whatever sacritice he had made. She greatly aided him in 
the accumulation of his fortune, and bore him a number of children, who, under his train- 
ing, grew up to honor and usefulness in their generation. Among these was Willian 
MeWillie, who alone has left descendants of the family name. 

William MeWillie was born in the home of his parents in South Carolina, on November 
17, 1795. He was preparing for college when the regiment commanded by his father was 
ordered to Haddrell’s Point during the War of 1512. He became adjutant and served until 
the close of the campaign, when he entered the South Carolina college at Columbia and was 
graduated there with high honor in 1817. After the usual course of reading he was admitted 
to the bar in 1818 and established himself in the historic town of Camden, practicing with 


great success in Kershaw and the adjoining districts. His rank in the profession can be 
78 
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inferred from the fact that along with the famous Grimké he was selected by the friends of 
the Union to argue the Test Oath case before the supreme court of South Carolina, at the 
time of the nullification excitement. In 1536, having acquired a considerable fortune, he 
was elected president of the Bank of Camden, and relinquished the practice of his profession, 
From 1836 to 1840 he served successively in each branch of the South Carolina legislature, 
and in 1845 removed to Mississippi, although at the time of his removal the prospects of 
preferment held out by his political friends were of the most tempting description. He had 
established several plantations in Mississippi, which were beginning to demand attention, and 
he determined to devote himself to the pursuit of agriculture. In a short time, however, 
he was called to the public service in Mississippi. He was elected to congress as a democrat 
in 1849, being the first candidate in that party who ever carried the congressional district in 
which he resided, and served from December 3, 1849, until March 3, 1851. In 1858 he 
became governor of Mississippi, which office he held until the close of his term in 1860. 
Although he greatly loved the Union, he was a deyout believer in the right of secession, and 
when that step was taken by his state he was in full sympathy with the movement and had 
no reservations in case of failure. Sketches of this gentleman’s life are to be found in Apple- 
ton’s Cyclopedia of American Biograpy, and O’Neal’s Bench and Bar of South Carolina, the 
author of the latter work (Judge John Belton O’Neal) being evidently inspired with an affec- 
tionate remembrance of his old friend that made him loth to part with the subject. On his 
removal to Mississippi, Governor McWille established himself in Madison county, and his 
beautiful home, called Kirkwood, was long the seat of the most elegant and generous hospi- 
tality. He was twice married, his first wife being Miss Cunningham, of a well-known South 
Carolina family of that name, and his second wife, who bore him company to Mississippi, 
being Catherine Anderson, the daughter of Dr. Edward H. Anderson, formerly of Camden, 
8. C. This lovely lady, so well known to the elderly citizens of Mississippi, occupied in the 
social life of her day and in the good works of charity and religion, a part fully commen- 
surate with the public and professional career of her husband. Both were devout members 
of the Episcopal church. The children of Governor McWillie, who remained in South 
Carolina, were married daughters, and, with their descendants, are now represented by the 
names of Shannon, Richardson, Kershaw, Boykin, Burnet, Withers and others. One 
daughter, Mrs. Burrell Salmon, removed to Pickens county, Ala., where she still resides. 
Those who removed to or were born in Mississippi, and are more properly within the object 
of this work, with their descendants also make a large connection. 

Adam McWillie, eldest son of William, was born in Camden, 8. C.,on November 7, 1821. 
While pursuing his studies in the South Carolina college, he became impressed with the 
struggle for independence, and leave to take part in it having been refused him, like the 
old Adam he rebelled, and ran away. Happily, however, the war had been brought to a 
conclusion when he reached the scene of it, anda natural disinclination to return home under 
the circumstances led to his being altogether emancipated, and set up on a plantation in 
Madison county. Ina short time he was again drawn westward by the Mexican war in 
which he engaged first as an independent private, attached to Col. Jefferson Davis’ first 
Mississippi regiment. After praticipating in several of the heaviest battles in which that 
command took part, he was forced to return home by ill health, but soon returned as captain 
of one of the companies in Col. Reuben Davis’ second Mississippi regiment, and served in that 
capacity until the close of the war. Again resuming his planting operations in which he was 
markedly successful, he was shortly afterward married to Miss Lucy Anderson, who bore him 
three daughters; the eldest, Lily, now Mrs. Horace Fluker, of East Feliciana parish, La., 
the second, Catherine, now Mrs, W. L. Dinkins, of Canton, Miss., and the third, Lula, who 
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is unmarried and resides with her mother in Madison county. In 1861 Captain MecWillie 
was elected captain of the Camden rifles, Eighteenth Mississippi regiment, Confederate states 
army, and at the battle of Manassas, on July 21, of that year, while charging a Federal 
battery at the head of his company, gave his noble life as a sacrifice to his country. His 
many fine qualities gave him great popularity with those who knew him well, and his natural 
taste and adaptation for military life presaged no little distinction in the service. His old 
commanders in Mexico had great confidence in and affection for him, and united in deploring 
his early death. Jefferson Davis sent from the battletield the telegram that. first announced 
it to his family. Reuben Davis in his charming work entitled “Recollections of Mississippi 
and Mississippians ” has this to say of him: ‘(Captain MeWillie was from Madison county. 
What can I say of him, but that he seemed to live in the highest regions of honor and 
devotion. His heart was soft and pure. It seemed almost impossible for him to comprehend 
meanness or villainy, and he so naturally expected everything good in persons he was thrown 
with, that bad men seemed shamed to better feelings by his mere presence. There was a 
wonderfnl atmosphere of honor and virtue about the whole man. He had seen much service, 
but never lost his tenderness of nature. At the battle af Monterey he shot at a Mexican and 
saw him fall dead in the street. The man was slain in full tide of battle, and it was the 
duty of MeWillie to shoot him when he did. It was also possible that other Mexicans had 
fallen by his hand, but there was the relief of uncertainty in all cases except this one. 
Often afterward MeWillle confided to me that the recollection of this man was a torture to 
him, and that with no sense of quiet or responsibility, the picture of that poor wretch rolling 
in the dust would remain with him as long as he lived. At the beginning of the Civil war he 
went into the Confederate army as captain. In the battle of Manassas, when the Seventeenth 
and Kighteenth regiments were forced to retreat, MeWillie kept his ground until he fell, 
by a bullet. He died knight-like, with his sword in hand. 

William MecWillie, next son, is also a native of Camden, S.C. He was born in 1842, 
and was only about three years old when brought to Mississippi by his parents. His early 
life was spent at the family home in Madison county. In May, 1861, he was married to Miss 
Sallie Tucker, daughter of the late Tighlman Tucker, a former governor of Mississippi, and 
three days later left for the seat of warin Virginia. He served throughout the entire war, 
first as a private in his brother’s company, and afterward as captain on the staff of Gen. R. 
H. Anderson, a relative on the maternal side, and was present at the final disaster at 
Appomattox. He was several times commended by his commander for special acts of gal- 
lantry. For several years after the war he followed the pursuit of agriculture, to which he 
subsequently added that of merchandising. In 1854 he was appointed one of the three rail- 
road commissioners of Mississippi, and in 1886 was continued in that position by election of 
the legislature, the manner of filling the oftice having been changed during his first term. 
In 1888 he went into the mercantile business in Canton, Miss., and is still so engaged. He 
has three daughters: Sallie, now Mrs. J. Bowmar Harris, of Jackson, Miss.; Kate and 
Lucy, who are unmarried, and a son, Tighiman Tucker, a youth of eighteen years. 

James McWillie, the next succeeding son, was born at Kirkwood, in Madison county, on 
the 21st of December, 1847. His education was interrupted by the Civil war, in siieh he 
took part for some time as a private in Gen. Wirt Adams’ cavalry command, although quite 
young and already a great sufferer from the asthmatic trouble, of which he has since died. 
He studied medicine after the war and graduated at the medical college at Baltimore, 
Md. He was for a number of years assistant physician of the state lunatic asylum at Jack- 
son, Miss., and was greatly beloved by the inmates and employes of that institution, and 
respected by the public for his devotion to the duties of his position. He resigned on 
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account of ill health in 1889, and died at hissresidence in Jackson on March 1, 1890. He 
married Nannie, the eldest daughter of Dr. William M. Compton, who with five children 
survive him, three daughters: Beatrice, Kate and Margaret, and two sons: William Comp- 
ton and James. 

Thomas Anderson McWillie, the next son, was born at Kirkwood on July 18, 1849. He 
received his higher education at the University of Mississippi and was admitted at the bar in 
1874, and began the practice of his profession in Jackson. In January, 1875, he avas 
invited to form a partnership with Col. W. L. Nugent of that city, then enjoying a large 
and lucrative practice and widely known for professional ability. The connection thus 
formed still exists, and the firm of Nugent & MeWillie has taken part in much of the 
important litigation that has risen in Mississippi since its formation. Mr. McWillie has 
served one term in the state legislature (ISSO), but while occasionally appearing before the 
public, has never been solicitous of its favors. In April, 1875, he married Miss Elizabeth 
Clayton Webb, formerly of Alabama, who still shares and brightens his lot in life. As esti- 
mated by one long and intimately acquainted with him, MceWillie is remarkable for cool, clear 
judgment and perspicuousness and elegance of diction with tongue or pen. He is thoroughly 
grounded in the elementary principles of his profession and his great power consists in 
reasoning from them. His range of general reading is quite extended and he is thorougly 
versed in the classics, ancient and modern, and they have given him a charming style of com- 
position. He is quite popular and a most delightful conversationalist. 

Richard Laurence McWillie, the last of the sons, was born at Kirkwood, on August 22, 
1853. He is a civil engineer by profession, and although in a large measure self-taught, has 
won no little reputation for skill in his calling. He has lived for a number of years in 
Texas, and now resides in Denison, in that state, where, in 1SS8, he married Miss Ada Col- 
lins. He is at present superintending the construction of a railway that runs into Denison. 

Miss Jane MeWillie was born in 1529, in Camden, S. C., and in 1845 married Dr. R. B. 
Johnson, of that place. They have two sons: William E. Johnson, a civil engineer, who 
resides at Carrollton, Miss., and MeWillie Johnson, who is still quite young, and resides with 
his parents; and two daughters. Nannie, the wife of Hon. C. L. Anderson, late member of 
congress from the fourth district of Mississippi; and Mary, the wife of Rev. W. P. Browne, 
an Episcopal clergyman of the diocese of Texas. In 1867 Dr. Johnson removed with his 
family from Carolina, and has since resided at Kirkwood, Miss. 

Miss Kate MeWilhe was born in 1832, at Camden, S. C., and in her twentieth year mar- 
‘ried Avery Noland, of Louisiana. They resided in Louisiana prior to the late war, but since 
then in Mississippi. Of this marriage two sons and three daughters survive: Pearce and 
William MeWillie Noland, the former a merchant in Louisville, Ky., and the latter quite a 
young man, who has not yet selected his vocation. The daughters are Mrs. Lawson Bal- 
lon and Misses Ida and Victoria Noland. This lady was noted in her youth for her great 
beauty and charm of manner, and was much admired throughout the South. 

Miss Annie McWillie was born in Camden, S. C., in 1834, and was married to Dr. 
T. J. Mitchell, of Jackson, Miss., in 1858. She died in 1878. Of her children five sur- 
vive: two young sons, Thomas J. and Cullen C., and three daughters, Mrs. C. C. Johnston, of 
New Orleans, Mrs. John William Robinson, of Jackson, and Miss Etta Mitchell. Dr. Mitchell 
has been for many years the superintendent of the State Lunatic asylum. 

Miss Ida MeWillie was born in Camden, S. C., in 1836, and in 1865 married Capt. J. R. 
Chambers of East Feliciana parish, La. They have since resided on his plantation and have 
two sons: Joseph N. and McWillie, and two daughters: Mrs. Howell of Laurel Hill, La., and 
Miss Margaret Chambers. Miss Lucy McWillie, the next daughter, has never married, and 
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resides in Jackson, Miss. Miss Margaret McWiPlie, the youngest daughter, is the wife of Hon. 
S. S. Calhoon, of whom a sketch elsewhere appears in this volume. They reside in Jackson. 


Addenda, errors and omissions: 


Elsewhere in this work appears a sketch of Dr. Henry Alexander, in which the age at 
which he was married and other data concerning his marriage were incorrectly given to the 
compilers. Doctor Alexander was married at the age of thirty-five years to Mary Imocene 
Roberts, the daughter of Griffin and Mary Rodolphia Roberts. 

Griffin Roberts was a merchant at Hamilton, Miss., at the time Doctor Alexander’s 
father was a merchant at the same place. Griffin Roberts and Parker Alexander bought the 
lands on which the town of Hamilton was situated, also the surrounding lands, and lived on 
adjoining places during their entire lives. The place on which they now live was owned by 
William Martin, the father of Mary Rodolphia Roberts, which she inherited from her parents. 
Griffin Roberts and his wife lived and died on this place. Mary Imogene bought the inter- 
ests of her brothers, Addison, Griffin and John, and her sister, M. Antoinette Roberts. Her 
sister, Antoinette Roberts, married James Alexander, the brother of her husband. They left 
three children; Parker Alexander, Mary Sidney Alexander, and Imogene Norma Alexander. 
Addison Roberts married Julia C. Booth. They reside at Tampa, Fla. Griffin Roberts mar- 
ried Julia Shaw and lived in Columbus, Miss., to the time of his death. His wife and chil- 
dren still reside at that place. John Roberts married Mattie Booth. He now resides in Dal- 
las, Tex. Parker Alexander, grandson of Parker Alexander and Griffin Roberts, married Ida 
May Lowe and resides at Hamilton, Miss. Mary Sidney Alexander married William B. Lowe 
and resides at New Orleans, La. Imogene Norma Alexander married William Taylor and 
resides in Dallas, Tex. Sidney Alexander, eldest son of Parker Alexander, a bachelor, 
resides at Hamilton, Miss. 

The following sketch was received after the one on page 298 of this volume, and con- 
tains so many changes that it is given here entire: 

The W. T. Adams Machine company, of Corinth, Miss. The invention and manufact- 
ure of machines and labor-saving appliances designed to facilitate the operation of many 
branches of human industry, have probably exerted a greater influence in contributing to the 
marvelous growth and development of our country than any other canse. Notable among 
these great manufacturing establishments engaged in this most useful department of industry 
is the W. T. Adams Machine company, which is engaged in the manufacture of stcam 
engines, boilers, sawmills, planers, re-saws, gang edgers, lathmilis, gristmills, cottongins 
and presses, and steamfitting goods, ete. This business was established by Mr. W. 'T. Adams in 
1879, who at that time had but a small capital, but by indefatigable labors, persistent 
endeavor and meritorious work his establishment soon began to gain renown, aud a large 
trade was built up in a few years. The business was incorporated in 1SS7. W.'T. Adams 
was born at Jacinto, Tishomingo county, Miss., in 1855, a son of Barnett aud Lucinda A. 
(Sutherland) Adams, the former of whom was also born in this state, a son of Vincent Adams, 
who was an early immigrant to this section. Barnett and Lucinda Adams reared a family of 
seven children: W. T., Barnett V., Lucinda Ann, Richard, Joseph, who died at the age of 
twenty years, Mattie P. and Robert T. Barnett Adams was a wagonmaker by trade and fol- 
lowed this calling in Jacinto for a number of years, moving to Rienzi in ISOS, where he died 
in 1864. In connection with his trade he also followed the occupation of planting. He was 
a member of the Baptist church and was a Master mason. His wife was a Virginian, born 
in 1830, a daughter of James M. Sutherland, who was a native of Danville, Va. He was one 
of the pioneers of Mississippi, and having learned the trade of wagonmaking in Virginia he 
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followed this calling after coming to Tishontingo county. For many years in later days he 
followed farming. Mrs. Lucinda A. Adams died in 1857, at which time she was an earnest 
member of the Baptist church, having lived a devoted Christian life. W. T. Adams received 
a good practical education in the sehools of Rienzi, and at the age of twenty-one years 
embarked in business for himself. After tilling the soil and clerking in a store he became 
avent for the Southern Exchange company, at Rienzi, but later purchased an interest in a 
small foundry at that place, where he engaged in the manufacture of agriculinral implements, 
continuing until 1879. He then came to Corinth and established a small business, which was 
the foundation of the magnificent establishment of which he is now the president and general 
manager. Since that time his business has increased so steadily and rapidly that it has 
grown into vast proportions, and now coustitutes one of the largest businesses in its line 
throughout the entire South. The goods are standard and are recognized as unsurpassed in 
materials and workmanship, and the great popularity and high reputation of the factory is 
due, not only to the acknowledged superiority of the goods, but also to the systematic cor- 
rectness of its methods, and by the spirit of fairness by which all its transactions are charac- 
terized. This establishment gives employment to about one hundred and thirty-five men. 
Mr. Adams is a man of marked administrative ability, endowed with the necessary qualifica- 
tions for the judicious management of this great enterprise. His energy and attention to his 
business is the secret of his success, and he deserves great credit for the way in which he has 
climbed the ladder of success. 

In addition to building up the machine business of the W. T. Adams Machine company, 
he has also aided in establishing other enterprises which have marked the progress of the new 
South. He was married in 1875 to Miss Virgia Johnston, a daughter of J. C. Johnston, of 
Rienzi, who moved from middle Tennessee to that place in 1867. Mrs. Adams was born in 
middle TPonnessee in 1855, and is related to some of the first families of that state. She is a 
devoted Christian member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. To them have been born 
five children: Bertha, Anna Orville, Estelle, William T. and Winfred. Mr. Adams is a self- 
made man in every sense of the word; is honest in his business methods and is a genial 
companion and a wholesouled gentleman. He is a worthy member of the Baptist church, a 
strong supporter of the temperance cause, a democrat in politics, and a member of the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity. 

John M. Allen, of Tupelo, was born in Tishomingo county, Miss., July 8, 1817; received 
a common school education up to his enlistment as a private in the Confederate army, in 
which he served through the war; after the cessation of hostilities attended the law school at 
the Cumberland university in Lebanon, Tenn., and graduated in law in the year 1870 at the 
University of Mississippi; commenced the practice of his profession at Tupelo, Lee county, 
Miss., in 1870; in 1875 was elected district attorney for the first judicial district of Missis- 
sippi; served a term of four years and retired from that office; was elected to the XLIXth 
and Lth congresses, and was re-elected to the LIst congress as a democrat, receiving eleven 
thousand three hundred and fifty-three votes, against one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-two votes for J. M. Bynum, republican. 

Page 297, sketch of C. R. Ales. It should read that the father removed with his wife 
and two children, instead of with his parents, to Henry county, Tenn. C. R. Ales was the 
third son. He was wounded once, instead of receiving no wound. He married Sallie Wal- 
Jar, instead of Wallie. 

On page 8S, Captain Milling should read Captain Willing. 

Chapter XIV was wrongly printed XVI. 
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